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PREFACE 


In  presenting  to  the  public  this  volume  of  history  and  biography,  the  publishers 
have  no  apology  to'make.  thev  believed  the  time  ripe  for  such  a  work.  They  were  for- 
tunate in  securing  the  services  of  Robert  F.  Eldredge  to  prepare  the  general  history  and 
the  reader  will  a-ree  with  us  that  is  well  done.  In  its  preparation  Mr.  Eldredge  had  tire 
benefit  of  much  valuable  material  left  among  his  papers  by  the  late  Judge  James  B. 
Eldredge  whose  love  of  pioneer  reminiscences  and  industry  in  collecting  data  relative  to 
the  historv  of  the  locality  where  he  spent  his  life  were  well  known,  and  who  himself 
played  no'  small  part  in  the  making  of  the  history  of  the  county  for  upwards  of  forty 
years.  It  was  the  plan  of  Mr.  Eldredge  to  search  the  original  records  when  possible  and 
to  supplement  them  by  information  obtained  from  old  residents  and  from  articles  pre- 
pared by  others  for  reading:  before  Pioneer  Societies  and  other  gatherings,  and  the  entire 
ground  of  the  history  of  the  county  and  its  social,  industrial  and  political  progress  is  cov- 
ered as  accurately  as  possible,  and  as  fully  as  time  and  space  would  permit, 

The  biographical  sketches  are  of  special  interests,  our  corps  of  writers  having  gone 
to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their  enterprise  and  industry,  brought 
this  county  to  a  rank  second  to  none  among  those  comprising  this  great  and  noble  state, 
and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life  struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instruct- 
ive matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelligent  public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a 
record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the  imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how 
some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by  industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth. 
It  tells  how  others,  with  limited  advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned 
men  and  women,  with  an  influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land.  It  tells  of  men  who  have  risen  from  the  lower  wallas  of  life  to  eminence  as  states- 
men, and  whose  names  have  become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who 
have  striven  to  succeed,  and  records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It 
tells  also  of  many,  very  many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued 
the  "even  tenor  of  their  wav'"  content  to  have  it  said  of  them,  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman 
performing  a  deed  of  mercy— "They  have  done  what  they  could."  It  tells  how  many,  m 
the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood,  left  the  plow  and  the  anvil,  the  lawyer's  office 
and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's  call  went 
forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and 
peace  once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a 
lesson  that  should  not  be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure, 
from  the  fact  that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records 
and  which  would  otherwise  be  inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation 
of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible  given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness 
in  what  has  been  written;  and  the  publishers  flatter  themselves  that  they  give  to  their 
readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  biographical  sketches, 
portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume. 
For  this  the  publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some 
refused  to  give  the  information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent. 
Occasionally  some  member  of  the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of 
such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested  one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances 
men  never  could  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made  at  their  residence  or  place  of 
business. 

August,  1905.  THE  S.  J.  CLARKE  PUBLISHING  CO. 
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ROBERT   P.   BLDREDGE. 

In  the  town  of  Greenwich,  Washington 
county,  New  York,  in  1808,  was  born  to 
James  B.  Eldredge  (born,  Argyle,  New 
York,  1785;  died,  Hamilton,  New  York, 
1865)  his  oldest  son,  Robert  P.  Eldredge. 
In  the  winter  of  1814-15  the  family  removed 
to  Lebanon,  Madison  county,  New  York, 
where  Robert  P.  attended  the  country  school 
and  acquired  the  love  of  nature  and  of  the 
sylvan  sports  that  remained  with  him  all 
through  life.  He  studied  to  prepare  for  col- 
lege at  the  Hamilton  Academy,  but  owing 
to  the  death  of  his  mother  and  the  conse- 
quent breaking  up  of  the  family  he  was  un- 
able to  carry  out  his  father's  early  plans  of 
a  liberal  education.  He  taught  school  and 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  Stowe  &  Gridley, 
at  Hamilton,  until  the  spring  of  1826  when, 
attracted  by  a  circular  describing  the  ad- 
vantages of  Michigan,  he  started  for  Detroit. 
He  traveled  by  stage  to  Rochester,  by  canal- 
packet  to  Buffalo  and  from  there  by  steamer 
"Superior, ,?  the  latter  portion  of  the  trip 
occupying  three  days'  time  from  Buffalo  to 
Detroit,  lie  reached  the  last  named  port 
May  26,  1826,  his  material  wealth  consisting 
of  ten  shillings  and  his  well-worn  clothing. 
He  taught  school  in  one  of  the  poor-debtors' 
rooms  of  the  old  stone  jail,  and  studied  law 
in  the  office  of  Henry  S.  Cole  that  summer 
and  then  went  to  Pontiae,  where  he  support- 
ed himself  by  teaching  school,  copying 
deeds,  etc.,  in  the  register's  office  until  July, 
1827,  in  the  meantime  improving  every  op- 
portunity for  studying.  In  that  month  he 
walked  to  Mount  Clemens,  his  future  home, 
where  he  continued  his  legal  studies,  while 
earning  his  living,  until  his  admission  to 
practice  at  the  bar  in  the  fall  of  1828,  after 


an  examination  in  open  court  in  Detroit.  He 
used  to  relate,  as  illustrative  of  Detroit's 
lack  of  metropolitan  ways  in  those  days, 
that  in  going  from  Uncle  Ben's  Steamboat 
Hotel,  where  he  lodged,  to  the  old  capitol 
to  take  his  examination  he  did  not  meet  a 
pedestrian. 

Returning  to  .Mount  Clemens,  Mr.  El- 
dredge hung  out  his  shingle — the  first  law- 
yer in  Macomb  county — and  from  that  time 
until  he  retired  from  practice  because  of  age 
and  poor  health  in  the  late  '70 's,  he  was  an 
active  and  fearless  leader  in  the  legal  profes- 
sion, engaged  in  nearly  every  important 
case  at  the  Macomb  county  bar  for  many 
years,  and  also  a  frequent  practitioner  at  the 
St.  Clair  county  and  other  courts.  He  was 
associated  as  a  partner  with  the  late  Hon. 
Giles  Hubbard  for  fifteen  years  and  later 
with  his  son,  James  B.  Eldredge,  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Mount 
Clemens,  in  November,  1884. 

Mr.  Eldredge  was  always  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  and  candidates  of 
the  Democratic  party;  an  enthusiastic  lover 
of  hunting,  fishing,  and  sports  that  brought 
him  into  close  touch  with  nature;  a  deep 
student  he  regarded  the  law  as  a  grand  sci- 
ence and  its  practice  ennobling  when 
coupled  with  integrity  and  uprightness  like 
his  own  ;  firm  and  unyielding  in  his  opposi- 
tion to  wrong  as  he  saw  it  and  fearless  in  his 
denunciation  of  trickery  and  dishonesty,  he 
won  an  enviable  standing  in  the  community. 
In  February,  1832,  he  was  elected  prosecuting 
attorney  and  in  February,  1842,  he  was  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  state  by  Governor  Bar- 
ry, a  position  he  held  for  four  years.  Elect- 
ed to  the  state  senate  in  1846,  he  attended 
the   first   session   of  the   legislature  held  in 
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Lansing",  then. just  selected  as  capital  of  the 
state. 

In  October,  1831,  Mr.  Eldredge  married 
Louisa,  daughter  of  Charles  C.  and  Catherine 
Crittenden,  who  were  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Macomb  township,  this  county.  To 
them  were  born  Catherine,  who  now  lives 
unmarried  in  Chesterfield,  this  county ; 
James  B. ;  and  Caroline,  wife  of  Colonel  Jud- 
son  S.  Farrar,  of  Mount  Clemens.  His  first 
wife  dying  in  1841,  Mr.  Eldredge  married, 
in  1849,  Jane  A.  Leonard,  daughter  of  Silas 
and  Margaret  (Berdan)  Leonard,  pioneers 
of  Lenox,  this  county.  Emily  M.  Eldredge, 
only  child  of  this  second  marriage,  died 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Mount  Clemens  un- 
married, December  29,  1900. 


JAMES  B.   ELDREDGE. 

James  B.  Eldredge,  son  of  the  foregoing, 
was  born  at  Mount  Clemens,  November  25, 
1834,  educated  at  the  schools  of  Mount 
Clemens,  Romeo  Academy  and  the  University 
of  Michigan,  at  which  latter  place  he  grad- 
uated in  June,  1855.  He  began  his  legal 
work  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  Eldredge  & 
Hubbard  at  Mount  Clemens  at  once  after 
completing  college,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  June,  1858,  at  the  Macomb  county 
circuit,  Judge  Green  presiding.  Like  his 
father,  he  was  a  faithful  follower  of  Jef- 
ferson and  many  were  the  services  rendered 
by  him  to  the  democratic  party  and  many 
were  the  honors  that  party  conferred  on  him. 
In  1862  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
state  house  of  representatives ;  in  1864,  1870, 
1872  and  1874,  prosecuting  attorney;  in 
1876  and  1880,  judge  of  probate;  and  in 
1893,  circuit  judge.  Besides  filling  these  of- 
fices, Judge  Eldredge  served  the  village  of 
Mount  Clemens  as  recorder  and  president, 
and  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
school  board  of  trustees.  The  unselfish  de- 
votion of  Judge  Eldredge  to  the  cause,  his 
skill  in  quieting  differences,  his  untiring  in- 
dustry, and  his  recognized  ability  made  him 
unusually  influential  in  his  party's  councils 
and  won  him  the  admiration  and  enthusiastic 
support  of  Macomb  county's  democracy.  He 
was  their  choice  for  congress  in  1886  and 
received  their  votes  in  the  convention,  and 
their  disappointment  when  St.  Clair  county 
refused  to  unite  with  them  in  nominating 
him  as  circuit  judge  in  1887  led  to  a  reversal 
of  the  then  normal  six  hundred  democratic 


majority  in  the  county  to  a  republican  one 
of  about  that  size.  The  sincere  and  numer- 
ous expressions  of  regret  from  all  parts  of 
the  county  when  ill  health  compelled  him 
to  retire  from  the  position  of  circuit  judge 
in  1899,  testified  emphatically  to  the  esteem 
and  affection  in  which  he  was  held  by  all 
without  regard  to  party.  The  members  of 
the  bar  of  St.  Clair  county,  too,  where  Judge 
Eldredge  frequently  held  court  during  his 
term  were  equally  warm  and  eloquent  in 
their  tributes  to  his  worth,  and  at  a  banquet 
and  reception  tendered  him  on  his  retirement 
they  presented  him  with  a  fine  gold  watch 
and  chain,  suitably  engraved,  as  a  testimonial 
of  their  feelings. 

Politics  and  office-holding  were  not  allowed 
to  exclude  the  practice  of  the  law  from 
Mr.  Eldredge 's  life  and  the  years  from  his 
admission  to  his  assuming  the  judicial  er- 
mine were  crowded  with  legal  work.  The 
firm  with  which  he  was  connected,  whether 
Eldredge  &  Hubbard,  R.  P.  &  J.  B.  Eldredge, 
or  Eldredge  &  Spier  (1883-1893),  was  al- 
ways one  of  the  most  prominent  and  busy 
firms  of  the  county  and  Judge  Eldredge  was 
ever  recognized  as  a  power  in  the  courts  of 
this  county  and  state 

Nor  did  Judge  Eldredge  allow  his  profes- 
sion to  absorb  his  attention  to  the  extent 
that  any  one  who  had  a  worthy  plan  for 
furthering  the  industrial,  social  or  education- 
al progress  of  the  city  or  county  ever  found 
him  too  busy  to  listen  or  too  indifferent  to 
advise  and  aid.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  stu- 
dent of  farming  and  an  active  worker  for 
the  improvement  of  agriculture  and  of  the 
farmer's  condition.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Mount  Clemens  chamber  of  commerce  for 
many  years,  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge 
and  chapter,  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Club,  the 
"Old  Crowd,"  the  Mount  Clemens  Hunting 
and  Fishing  Club  and  other  business,  social 
and  fraternal  organizations. 

The  hold  he  had  on  the  hearts  of  his  friends 
and  neighbors  among  whom  he  had  spent 
his  life  was  again  made  evident  when  two 
years  later,  February  18,  1901,  he  died  at  his 
home  on  Cass  avenue,  Mount  Clemens, 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  him. 

On  January  27,  1859,  he  was  married  to 
Helen  D.  Fitch,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Julia  A.  (Whipple)  Fitch,  of  Albion,  New 
York,  who  with  his  two  children,  Julia  L. 
(born  November  19,  1859),  wife  of  Silas  B. 
Spier,  and  Robert  F.  (born  September  19, 
1864),  survived  him,  and  now  live  in  Mount 
Clemens. 


ROBERT  P.  ELDREDGE. 
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ROBERT  F.  ELDREDGE. 

Robert  F.  Eldredge,  son  of  the  preceding, 
was  born  at  Mount  Clemens,  September  19, 
1864;  was  educated  at  the  Mount  Clemens 
public  schools  and  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan. After  graduating  from  the  literary 
department  of  the  university  in  1885  he 
spent  one  year  as  the  assistant  librarian  of 
that  institution  of  learning  and  then  took 
up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Eldredge 
&  Spier,  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Oc- 
tober, 1888,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion, lie  was  probate  register  of  the  county, 
1894-7,  and  city  attorney  of  Mount  Clemens, 
1893-5  and  1896-7.  lie  was  in  practice  in  De- 
troit from  1897  to  1901,  being  all  of  that  time 
associated  with  Hon.  Elliott  G.  Stevenson, 
first  as  an  assistant  and  later  as  a  partner. 
Upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1901,  Mr.  El- 
dredge returned  to  Mount  Clemens  and  has 
since  that  time  maintained  an  office  here, 
[in mediately  on  his  return  he  was  again  ap- 
pointed city  attorney,  a  position  held  by  him 
three  of  the  past  four  years. 


NORTON    L.    MILLER. 

Norton  L.  Miller,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of 
Macomb  county  and  his  activity  in  business 
and  political  affairs  gained  him  prominence 
that  makes  it  imperative  that  he  should  be 
mentioned  among  the  representative  men  of 
the  past,  lie  was  a  native  of  Berkshire 
county,  Massachusetts,  born  December  2,  1.815. 
His  father,  Ozni  Miller,  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  the  grandfather,  Samuel  Miller, 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  while 
his  father,  a  native  of  England,  came  to  the 
new  world  at  an  early  period  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  country  and  settled  in  Con- 
necticut. With  his  family  Ozni  Miller  left 
.Massachusetts  in  1818  and  removed  to  Monroe 
county,  New  York,  settling  about  ten  miles 
south*  of  the  city  of  Rochester.  In  1832  the 
family  took  up  their  abode  in  Ray  township, 
Macomb  county,  Michigan,  where  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1840. 

Norton  L.  Miller  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof,  pursued  a  public-school  educa- 
tion and  afterward  engaged  in  teaching 
school  through  the  winter  months,  but  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  worked  at  the 
miller's  trade,  which  he  learned  in  early  life 
and    which    he    followed    continuously    until 


1866.  In  the  meantime  he  was  elected  to 
public  office,  being  chosen  by  popular  vote^to 
the  office  of  county  register  of  deeds  in  1856. 
lie  was  re-elected  in  1858  and  again  filled  that 
position  for  two  years.  Following  his  retire- 
ment from  office  he  purchased  the  Lakeville 
mills,  in  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  in  De- 
cember, 1861,  and  engaged  in  their  operation 
for  five  years.  He  was  also  postmaster  at 
Lakeville  for  four  years  under  the  appoint- 
ment of  President  Lincoln.  In  1867  he  re- 
turned to  Macomb  county  and  the  following 
year  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Michigan 
legislature,  proving  a  capable  working  mem- 
ber of  the  house.  His  duties  were  discharged 
so  capably  and  with  such  regard  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  constituents  and  for  the  state  at 
large  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1870.  His 
course  in  the  house  proved  of  marked  value 
to  the  commonwealth  and  his  life  record  was 
characterized  by  all  that  was  commendable, 
he  being  public-spirited,  trustworthy  and  re- 
liable and  actuated  at  all  times  by  honorable 
purpose.  His  last  days  were  spent  in  Lapeer 
county,  .Michigan.  He  returned  to  Mount 
Clemens  on  a  visit  and  here  departed  this  life, 
April  18,  1891.  Mrs.  Miller  died  in  March, 
1888,  and  both  lie  buried  in  Mount  Clemens 
cemetery. 

In  early  manhood  Mr.  Miller  was  married 
to  Miss  Frances  E.  Lewis,  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Lewis,  who  came  with  her  parents  to 
Macomb  county,  Michigan,  in  1835.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  are  as  follows: 
Lewis  M.  has  been  a  clerk  in  the  government 
office  at  Lansing  and  is  now  clerk  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  being  official  com- 
piler of  laws  of  the  state  of  Michigan.  Fan- 
nie M.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  E.  Russell  of 
Mount  Clemens.  Aimer  1\  is  also  living  in 
.Mount  Clemens.  William  N.  is  filling  the  po- 
sition of  deputy  sheriff  of  Macomb  county. 
Millie  is  the  wife  of  Preston  Keith  of  Buffalo, 
New  York.  Fred  C,  who  enlisted  in  the  re- 
organized Third  Infantry  of  Michigan,  served 
with  Company  I  of  that  command  and  died 
in  the  Civil  war. 


ARTHUR  J.  WARREN,  M.  I). 

Dr.  Arthur  J.  Warren,  whose  prominence 
in  medical  circles  is  indicated  by  the  liberal 
patronage  accorded  him,  was  born  in  Flint, 
Michigan,  October  23.  1869,  his  parents  being- 
Jesse  and  Mary  E.    (Dexter)   Warren. 

Dr.  Arthur  J.  Warren,  reared  amid  rural 
surroundings,  began  his  education  in  the  pub- 
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lie  schools  and  afterward  attended  the  Mich- 
igan Agricultural  College.  He  later  entered 
the  Detroit  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  May,  1893.  In  1895  he 
came  to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  entered 
upon  the  private  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery,  and  here  he  has  since  remained.  He 
is  accounted  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  Mount  Clemens  and  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Medical  Society  and  the  Macomb  Coun- 
ty Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Warren  was  married,  in  July,  1897,  to 
Miss  Luella  M.  Kirkhuff,  a  daughter  of  John 
Kirkhuff  of  Fenton,  Michigan.  Fraternally, 
Dr.  Warren  is  connected  with  Mount  Clemens 
Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  the  K.  of  P.  He 
is  secretary  of  the  Macomb  county  pension 
board. 


WILLIAM  II.  LITTLE. 

William  II.  Little,  living  on  section  3,  Clin- 
ton township,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
farm  of  the  Little  family  in  this  township, 
March  29,  1833.  lie  represents  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  pioneer  families  of  the  state. 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  Robert  Little, 
Sr.,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  the 
west  when  there  were  few  settlers  within  the 
territory  of  Michigan.  Choosing  Macomb 
county  as  the  place  of  his  location  he  farmed 
the  land  where  the  city  of  Mount  Clemens 
now  stands.  His  son,  Robert  Little,  Jr.,  was 
born  on  Harrison's  island,  in  March,  1803, 
and  was  reared  in  Macomb  county  amid  the 
environments  and  scenes  of  frontier  life, 
sharing  in  the  hardships  and  trials  which 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  early  settler.  Having 
arrived  at  adult  age  he  was  married  in  this 
state  to  Miss  Margaret  Dunlap,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  born  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  whence 
she  came  to  the  new  world  when  a  maiden  of 
fifteen  years.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage 
Robert  Little  settled  on  the  land  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  his  son,  Milton  Little,  tak- 
ing up  his  abode  there  in  1832.  He  cleared 
and  improved  this,  developing  a  good  prop- 
erty, and  upon  the  old  home  place  he  eon- 
tiued  to  reside  until  his  life  ?s  labors  were  end- 
ed in  death,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1875.  His 
wife  survived  him  for  a  few  years.  In  their 
family  were  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

William  H.  Little  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  the  usual  manner  of  farm- 
er lads  of  the  period.  He  acquired  his  edu- 
cation by  attending  the  district  schools  dur- 
ing the  winter  months  and  through  the  sum- 


mer seasons  he  aided  in  the  work  of  plowing, 
planting  and  harvesting.  In  1872  he  was 
joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Margaret  Fox,  a 
native  of  Macomb  county,  who  spent  her  girl- 
hood days  here.  The  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  the  old  farm  home- 
stead, Mr.  Little  devoting  his  time  and  ener- 
gies to  its  further  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment. He  built  a  good  neat  residence  and 
developed  an  excellent  farm.  In  1890  he  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  and 
their  only  child  Sadie  had  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years.  Following  the  death  of  his  wife 
Mr.  Little  resided  for  three  years  in  Mount 
Clemens  and  was  then  again  married,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Mrs.  Alma  Peck,  a 
widow,  who  was  born  in  Macomb  county,  their 
marriage  taking  place  on  the  18th  of  July, 
1893.  Mrs.  Little  is  a  daughter  of  John 
Tucker,  also  a  native  of  Michigan.  His  father 
was  stolen  by  the  Indians  when  a  child  and 
carried  with  them  to  their  camp,  but  later 
he  succeeded  in  making  his  escape  and  set- 
tled in  Michigan.  John  Tucker  was  the 
youngest  of  a  family  of  six  sons  and  two 
daughters.  He  married  Miss  Ruth  Antoi- 
nette Suppore,  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
was  brought  to  Michigan  in  her  girlhood  days 
and  was  here  reared.  Mr.  Tucker  was  a  ma- 
son by  trade  and  became  a  contractor  and 
builder,  carrying  on  business  along  that  line 
in  Saginaw,  Michigan,  for  thirty  years.  His 
daughter  was  reared  and  educated  in  Sagi- 
naw and  was  there  married  to  Frederick 
Peck,  a  native  of  New  York,  in  1880.  Mr. 
Peck  was  a  prominent  and  influential  busi- 
ness man  of  Saginaw  for  a  number  of  years. 
There  were  two  children  by  that  union,  Cath- 
erine and  Frederick,  both  of  whom  are  now 
students  in  the  Mount  Clemens  high  school. 
Mr.  Little  is  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  in 
early  life  followed  that  business  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  traveled  quite  extensively, 
working  at  his  trade  in  Omaha,  in  Denver 
and  afterward  in  Mexico,  subsequent  to  which 
time  he  again  went  to  Denver.  He  also  trav- 
eled through  Montana  and  the  Red  river 
valley,  working  at  his  trade  at  different  times 
and  also  engaging  in  mining  in  the  gold- 
fields  of  the  different  districts.  He  likewise 
visited  the  Yellowstone  valley  and  went  down 
the  river  on  flatboats  with  five  hundred  min- 
ers and  ranchers.  After  varied  and  interest- 
ing experiences  in  the  west  he  returned  to  his 
native  state  and  settled  upon  a  part  of  the 
old  homestead,  since  which  time  he  has  given 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
he  is  to-day  the   owner  of  seventy  acres  of 
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valuable   and  productive  land  on  section   3, 
Clinton  township. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Little  is  an  earn- 
est republican,  being  the  only  member  of  the 
family  who  supports  that  party,  for  the  others 
are  democrats,  and  in  the  faith  of  the  latter 
organization  Mr.  Little  was  reared.  His 
study  of  the  political  issues  and  questions  of 
the  day,  however,  has  led  him  to  give  his 
support  to  the  republican  party.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Mount  Clemens  and  are  much  es- 
teemed in  the  community  where  they  have 
so  long  resided.  His  has  been  an  eventful 
life  because  of  the  experience  which  he  had 
during  his  sojourn  in  the  west.  He  has  also 
witnessed  much  of  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  his  native  county  and  is  here  widely 
and  favorably  known. 


FRANK  T.  FORTON. 


Frank  T.  Forton,  who  carries  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits  on  section  36,  Sterling 
township,  was  born  February  28,  1867,  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  his  parents  being 
Francis  and  Guilletta  (Trowbridge)  Forton. 
The  father  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Michi- 
gan, August  22,  1832,  and  was  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Isabel  (Robert John)  Forton,  who  were 
likewise  natives  of  Michigan.  The  grand- 
father was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  in 
1838  removed  to  Macomb  county,  settling 
upon  a  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject. 
Here  he  lived  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  fifty-three  years 
of  age.  In  his  family  were  two  children  who 
are  yet  living:  Francis  J.  and  John,  the  lat- 
ter a  mechanic,  residing  in  Benton  Harbor, 
Michigan. 

Francis  J.  Forton  has  been  a  resident  of 
Macomb  county  for  sixty  years  and  has  wit- 
nessed its  development  from  a  wilderness. 
There  were  few  settlements  at  the  time  he 
arrived  here  and  amid  pioneer  environments 
he  was  reared.  He  did  most  of  the  work  of 
clearing  upon  the  farm,  which  is  now  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  The  family  home 
was  a  log  cabin  until  a  frame  residence  was 
erected  by  Francis  J.  Forton.  He  prospered 
in  his  business  undertakings,  placing  many 
improvements  upon  his  farm,  and  also  extend- 
ed its  boundaries,  becoming  the  owner  of  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 
He  entered  his  farm  from  the  government 
and  performed  the  arduous  task  of  developing 
new  land,  but  his  labors  were  at  last  crowned 


with  success  and  as  the  years  advanced  he 
became  a  prosperous  agriculturist.  In  1900 
he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his 
wife,  who  passed  away  on  the  6th  of  March 
of  that  year  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Grove 
cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children :  Eva  is  the  wife  of  Myron  Devinney, 
a  farmer  residing  at  Milton,  north  of  Mount 
Clemens,  and  they  have  five  children ;  Elmer 
Dwight,  a  blacksmith,  who  lives  at  Evert, 
Osceola  county,  Michigan,  is  married  and  has 
three  children ;  Frank  is  the  next  of  the  fam- 
ily ;  and  Isabel  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 
"Frank  T.  Forton  pursued  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  has  always  followed 
farming  upon  the  old  farm  homestead,  hav- 
ing in  his  youth  gained  practical  knowledge 
of  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  fields,  while 
assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  of  cultivat- 
ing the  land  and  caring  for  the  crops.  He 
began  for  himself  when  twenty-eight  years 
of  age  and  through  his  well  directed  efforts 
has  met  with  a  fair  measure  of  prosperity. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  1895,  Frank  T.  For- 
ton was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara 
Fuller,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Delia  (Wil- 
liams) Fuller.  Her  father  was  bom  in  Mich- 
igan and  is  now  a  resident  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, where  he  is  employed  as  janitor  of  the 
Methodist  church.  Mrs.  Forton  was  born  in 
Lenox  township,  Macomb  county,  pursued 
her  education  in  the  district  schools  and  high 
school  of  Mount  Clemens  and  for  four  years 
was  connected  with  educational  interests  in 
Macomb  county  as  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of 
Clinton  and  Warren  townships.  Mr.  Forton 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican 
party,  as  does  his  father.  He  has  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  has  been  school  director 
and  in  1903  was  elected  supervisor,  which  po- 
sition he  is  now  capably  filling,  being  at  the 
present  time  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
sheriffs'  and  constables'  claims  and  also  chair- 
man of  the  drainage  committee.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Maccabees'  lodge  at 
Warren.  He  is  well  known  as  an  enterpris- 
ing farmer  and  reliable  citizen,  justly  deserv- 
ing mention  among  the  representative  men  of 
Macomb  county. 


ROBERT  FOX. 


Michigan  offers  many  opportunities  to  the 
men  who  choose  farming  and  stock-raising  as 
a  life  work.  Her  soil  is  productive  and  her 
fields  yield  a  rich  return  for  the  care  and 
labor  bestowed  upon  them,  and  the  persisten- 
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ey  of  purpose  and  unremitting  industry  dis- 
played in  the  life  of  Robert  Eox  have  not 
failed  to  secure  their  best  financial  reward. 
lie  is  to-day  classed  with  the  substantial  ag- 
riculturists, stock-raisers  and  dairymen  of 
Clinton  township,  his  home  being  on  section 
9.  He  was  born  on  this  farm,  December  8, 
1854,  a  son  of  Gustavus  Fox,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut  in  1810.  The  grandfather. 
Joel  Fox,  also  a  native  of  that  state,  became 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Michigan,  locating 
in  Macomb  county  in  1827.  (Justavus  Fox 
arrived  in  this  county  when  a  young  man  and 
in  1835  he  entered  from  the  government  a 
part  of  the  tract  of  land  on  which  his  son 
Robert  now  resides,  thus  becoming*  owner  of 
sixty-eight  acres.  It  was  covered  with  the 
native  growth  of  timber,  not  a  furrow  having 
been  turned  nor  an  improvement  made,  but 
he  at  once  began  to  hew  down  the  trees  and 
to  develop  a  farm.  As  a  companion  and  help- 
mate for  life's  journey  he  chose  Miss  Sarah 
Burnham  of  Canada,  and  they  reared  their 
family  here.  Tie  reached  an  advanced  age, 
passing  away  November  17,  1904,  while  his 
wife  departed  this  life  June  18,  1895. 

Robert  Fox  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of 
eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
lie  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  the  home 
farm  where  he  still  resides,  and  in  the  home 
school  of  the  neighborhood  he  was  educated, 
mastering  there  the  common  branches  of 
English  learning.  From  his  boyhood  days  he 
was  his  father's  assistant  and  later  he  re- 
lieved his  father  of  the  care  and  management 
of  the  home  place.  Me  has  never  desired  other 
occupation,  but  has  always  been  content  to 
engage  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  to-day,  in 
connection  with  the  raising  of  the  cereals  best 
adapted  to  soil  and  climate,  he  also  raises  some 
good  grades  of  stock  and  conducts  a  dairy 
business,  these  varied  interests  returning  him 
a  good  income. 

Mr.  Fox  was  married  in  Mount  Clemens, 
December  8,  1885,  to  .Miss  Florence  M.  Teats, 
a  native  of  Macomb  county,  born  and  reared 
in  Harrison  township.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Harriet  Teats,  who  were  early 
residents  of  Harrison  township,  but  Mr. 
Teats  is  now  living  in  Mount  Clemens. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fox  have  eight  children  living: 
Gertie,  who  is  a  student  in  the  high  school ; 
Margaret  II.;  Burnham  E. -,  Henrietta  M. ; 
Ethel  B.;  Robert  II.;  Olive  E.;  and  Merle  A. 

Mr.  Fox  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  de- 
mocracy and  has  been  elected  and  served  for 
three  years  a  ;  township   clerk.     He  has  also 


been  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  a 
number  of  years,  was  school  inspector  for  six 
years  and  has  done  everything  in  his  power 
to  promote  the  cause  of  education  here.  He 
served  on  the  federal  jury  in  Detroit  for  a 
number  of  terms  and  has  been  active  and  in- 
fluential in  public  affairs  of  his  locality,  stand- 
ing as  the  champion  of  all  progressive  meas- 
ures. He  has  witnessed  marked  development 
in  Macomb  county,  having  seen  Mount  Clem- 
ens grow  from  a  small  town  into  one  of  the 
important  cities  of  the  state,  and  he  takes 
just  pride  in  what  has  been  accomplished 
here. 


WILLIAM  GREENSIIIELDS,  M.  D. 

The  name  Greenshields  has  long  been  as- 
sociated with  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
Macomb  county,  for  Dr.  Greenshields  is  to- 
day one  of  the  oldest  representatives  of  the 
medical  fraternity  here.  For  forty  years  he 
has  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  the  im- 
portant work  of  alleviating  human  suffering 
and  restoring  health,  his  residence  in  Romeo 
dating  from  1864.  He  is  a  native  of  Scotland, 
bis  birth  having  occurred  in  Lanark,  and  in 
hu  youth  he  was  afforded  excellent  educa- 
tional advantages,  his  preliminary  course 
being  supplemented  by  an  eight  years'  course 
in  the  University  of  Glasgow.  Having  thus 
carefully  prepared  for  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession and  for  five  years  thereafter  re- 
mained in  the  old  world.  In  186-1  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America  and  made  his  way 
direct  to  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  since 
which  time  he  has  lived  in  Romeo.  He  was 
soon  well  established  in  business,  having 
built  up  a.  large  practice  in  the  town  and 
throughout  the  adjacent  county,  giving 
proof  of  his  ability  in  the  excellent  results 
which  have  attended  his  efforts.  lie  has  al- 
ways maintained  a  progressive  spirit  in  con- 
nection with  his  profession,  keeping  in  touch 
with  advanced  ideas  through  reading  and 
study,  while  his  own  experience  has  also 
greatly  promoted  his  efficiency.  He  belongs 
to  the  Macomb  County  and  the  Northeastern 
District  Medical  Societies  and  in  his  practice 
follows  modern,  scientific  methods. 

Dr.  Greenshields  was  married  in  Macomb 
county,  in  1866,  the  lady  of  his  choice?  being 
Miss  Mary  McKay,  who  was  born  in  Michi- 
gan but  was  of  Scotch  lineage.  They  trav- 
eled life's  journey  happily  together  for 
many  years,  but  in  1903  were  separated  by' 
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the  death  of  Mrs.  Greenshields.  There  are 
two  living'  children  of  this  marriage:  Jean 
Gray,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  G.  C.  Thoring- 
ton,'  a  well  known  lawyer  of  Romeo ;  and  R. 
M.  Greenshields,  who  is  now  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  One 
son,  Dr.  John  Greenshields,  reached  adult 
age,  was  well  educated  in  the  science  of 
medicine,  and  was  successfully  practicing  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  May 
11,  1900,  when  he  was  thirty-two  years  of 
age. 

Dr.  Greenshields  politically  is  a  republi- 
can, but  has  never  had  aspiration  for  of- 
fice, as  he  has  always  desired  to  give  un- 
divided attention  to  his  business.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Ro- 
meo and  is  a  Mason,  having  taken  the  de- 
grees of  capitular  and  chivalrie  in  Masonry, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  blue  lodge.  Dr.  Green- 
shields has  a  very  wTide  and  favorable  ac- 
quaintance in  the  county,  his  professional 
services  bringing  him  into  touch  with  many 
families  and  the  worth  of  his  character,  as 
well  as  his  ability,  has  been  proven  in  the 
many  years  of  his  practice  here. 


JOHN  IRWIN. 

John  Irwin,  who  has  a  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  adjoining  the  corporate  limits  of 
Mount  Clemens,  being  situated  in  Harrison 
township,  is  of  Canadian  birth  and  belongs 
to  that  class  of  men  who  have  sought  homes 
across  the  border,  benefiting  by  the  improved 
business  conditions  of  the  United  States  with 
her  livelier  competition  and  advancement 
more  quickly  secured.  Mr.  Irwin  was  born 
June  10,  1843,  and  is  of  Irish  lineage.  His 
father,  John  Irwin,  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
isle,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world 
when  a  young  man  of  nineteen  years,  set- 
tling in  Upper  Canada,  near  the  city  of  Ham- 
ilton. He  was  afterward  married  there  to 
Miss  Mary  Walsh,  who  was  likewise  of  Irish 
birth.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
continued  to  engage  in  the  tilling  of  the  soil 
in  Canada  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1852.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  carefully  reared  her  chil- 
dren, who  are  three  in  number,  the  daughters 
being  Kate,  who  became  the  wife  of  James 
Lynch  of  Macomb  county;  and  Mary  Ann, 
the  deceased  wife  of  John  Lynch,  of  Mount 
Clemens. 

John  Irwin,  the  only  son,  was  but  nine 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death. 


lie  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm  in  Can- 
ada until  nineteen  years  of  age  and  during 
that  period  enjoyed  the  educational  privi- 
leges afforded  by  the  public  schools.  At  that 
time  he  went  to  the  city  of  Erie,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  became  car  inspector  for  the  Phila- 
delphia Railroad  Company,  a  position  which 
he  occupied  for  several  years.  In  1866  he 
made  his  way  to  the  oil  fields  of  Pennsylva- 
nia where  he  was  engaged  in  sinking  oil  wells 
under  contract,  and  in  this  way  he  conducted 
a  profitable  business  for  about  a  year.  He 
then  turned  his  attention  to  the  butchering 
business,  conducting  a  meat  market  at  Parks 
Landing,  where  he  built  up  a  good  trade, 
carrying  on  his  store  until  1872.  On  selling 
out  he  removed  to  Michigan,  purchasing  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides.  This  was  a  place 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  taking 
up  his  abode  thereon  he  began  its  further  de- 
velopment and  cultivation.  He  has  made 
some  substantial  improvements,  rebuilding 
and  remodeling  the  house  and  erecting  some 
good  outbuildings.  His  buildings  and  or- 
chard were  largely  wrecked  in  the  cyclone 
which  occurred  May  25,  1896,  but  he  at  once 
set  to  work  to  repair  the  damages  and  there 
is  now  no  trace  of  the  wreck  which  at  that 
time  was  wrought.  Mr.  Irwin  has  purchased 
more  land  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  which  is  rich  and  arable.  In  con- 
nection with  general  farming  he  makes  a 
business  of  feeding  and  fattening  cattle  for 
the  market,  shipping  about  a  carload  annu- 
ally. 

Mr.  Irwin  commenced  life  for  himself  a 
poor  man,  empty-handed,  and  hard  work  has 
been  the  basis  of  his  success.  As  the  years 
have  passed  he  has  added  little  by  little  to  his 
capital  which,  invested  in  his  farm,  has  made 
him  the  owner  of  a  very  valuable  and  well 
improved  property.  He  not  only  owns  his 
home  place  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Harri- 
son township,  adjoining  the  corporate  limits 
of  Mount  Clemens,  but  also  has  forty  acres 
of  land  near  New  Baltimore.  On  the  12th 
of  July,  1870,  Mr.  Irwin  was  married  in 
Titusvi'lle,  Pennsylvania,  to  Mrs.  Ellen  De- 
vaney,  a  widow,  and  a  native  of  Canada. 
Her  father  was  Martin  Devaney,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Canada,  who  located  near 
Walkerton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin  have  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children  and  by  her  first  mar- 
riage Mrs.  Irwin  had  a  daughter,  Maggie,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  George  Douglas,  of  Mount 
Clemens,  and  the  children  of  the  second  mar- 
riage are:  Gussie,  who  is  a  capable  teacher 
of  Macomb  county;  John  W.,   city  engineer 
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of  Mount  Clemens;  Edward  M.,  who  owns 
and  operates  a  good  farm  in  Harrison  town- 
ship ;  Charles  P.,  Kate  and  George,  all  at 
home;  and  James  L.,  an  attorney,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Michigan  University  at  Ann 
Arbor. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential,  ballot 
for  General  McClelland  in  1864  Mr.  Irwin 
has  been  a  stalwart  advocate  of  democratic 
principles,  voting  for  each  nominee  at  the 
head  of  the  national  ticket  except  in  the  year 
1872  when  he  lost  his  franchise  by  moving 
to  Michigan.  lie  has  held  several  local 
offices  of  honor  and  trust,  serving  for  four- 
teen years  as  highway  commissioner  and  also 
filling  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  In 
1891  he  was  elected  supervisor  and  by  re- 
election filled  that  office  for  twelve  consecu- 
tive years.  Then  again  after  an  interval  of 
a  year  he  was  once  more  elected  and  is  now 
the  present  efficient  supervisor  of  Harrison 
township.  He  has  acted  on  numerous  impor- 
tant committees  each  year  and  is  a  most  capa- 
ble member  of  the  board.  He  has  frequently 
been  a  delegate  to  state  and  county  conven- 
tions of  his  party  and  is  justly  accounted  one 
of  the  leading  representatives  of  the  democ- 
racy in  Macomb  county.  He  and  his  wife 
Avere  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith  and  are 
members  of  the  church  in  .Mount  Clemens. 


THOMAS   MARTIN    CROCKER. 

Thomas  Martin  Crocker,  ex-judge,  was 
born  on  the  23d  day  of  November,  1825,  in 
the  family  home  at  Pawiet,  Rutland  county, 
Vermont,  upon  the  farm  which  his  grand- 
father had  taken  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Mr.  Crocker  was  descended  from  the 
very  earliest  colonial  stock.  The  first  Crock- 
er ancestor,  Deacon  William  Crocker,  came 
from  Devonshire,  England,  in  1634,  and  set- 
tled at  Barnstable,  Massachusetts,  where 
many  of  the  same  name  still  reside.  From 
some  of  the  maternal  ancestors  Mr.  Crocker 
is  descended  from  stock  that  came  over  in 
the  Mayflower.  His  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Hooker,  and  she  was  a  member  of 
a  very  noted  colonial  family  and  a  descend- 
ant of  Thomas  Hooker,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished divines  of  his  time.  His  ances- 
tors, during  the  colonial  days,  were  partici- 
pants in  the  early  struggles  and  noted  for 
their  patriotism.  A  grandfather  and  a  great- 
grandfather fought  as  soldiers  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  His  people  were  farmers, 
but  during  the  war  of  1812,  when  the  Brit- 


ish threatened  an  invasion  of  the  United 
States  through  the  Lake  Champlain  country, 
his  father,  Thomas  Crocker,  became  inter- 
ested in  militia  matters  and  participated  in 
the  training  which  followed  the  excitement 
of  the  times  and  became  a  captain  of  a  mi- 
litia organization. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  went  through 
the  schools  of  Rutland  county,  leaving  the 
paternal  roof  in  1844,  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
coming  west  to  take  up  the  duties  of  life 
on  his  own  responsibility,  working  with  his 
uncle  on  a  farm  in  Macomb  county  and 
teaching  school  in  the  winter.  In  May,  1849, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Fandira  Emory,  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  Emory,  formerly  of  La- 
moile  county,  Vermont,  but  an  early  terri- 
torial settler  in  Michigan.  In  1851  Mr. 
Crocker  moved  to  New  Baltimore,  Michi- 
gan, with  his  uncle,  the  Hon.  Cortez  P. 
Hooker,  and  the  following  year  was  elected 
a  justice  of  the  peace  and  soon  after vird 
appointed   postmaster   of  New  Baltimore. 

Upon  assuming  the  duties  of  his  office  he 
began  to  study  law  and  to  purchase  the 
standard  legal  text-books,  being  admitted 
to  the  bar  iif  January,  1859.  He  was  elected 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  in  1862,  and  sometime  thereafter 
moved  to  Mount  Clemens,  the  county  seat  of 
Macomb  county,  going  into  partnership  with 
(files  Hubbard,  an  old  practitioner,  ranking 
among  the  ablest  trial  lawyers  of  the  state. 
In  1864  he  was  elected  judge  of  probate, 
serving  in  this  position  for  four  years,  at 
the  same  time  being  continually  engaged  in 
active  practice.  In  1867  he  was  elected 
a  delegate  to  the  constitutional  convention, 
taking  an  active  part  in  drafting  a  new  state 
constitution.  In  1874  he  was  selected  by  his 
fellow-townsmen  as  village  president,  in 
which  position  he  was  continued  four  con- 
secutive terms  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
people.  In  1876  he  lost  the  wife  of  his  youth 
— the  mother  of  his  children — who  had  been 
a  most  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  later 
in  the  same  year  his  business  partner,  Mr. 
Hubbard,  died.  Judge  Crocker  and  his  son- 
in-law,  Harry  B.  Ilutchins,  formed  a  lawT 
partnership  which  lasted  until  1884,  having 
lawr  offices  both  in  Mount  Clemens  and  in 
Detroit,  and  being  engaged  in  a  large  gen- 
eral law  business.  In  1884  Mr.  Ilutchins  be- 
came connected  with  the  law  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  of  which  he  is 
at  present  dean.  Mr.  Crocker  continued  in 
business  from  that  time  alone  until  1889, 
when    a   partnership   was   formed   with    his 
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son,  Martin,  which  continued  until  1893, 
when  he  became  collector  of  customs  of  the 
Huron  district,  in  1889  he  was  elected  mayor 
of  Mount  Clemens,  being  re-elected  in  1890 
and  1891.  He  was  married  to  Mrs.  Cordelia 
Sabin,  of  Memphis,  Michigan,  in  1892;  she 
being  a  member  of  a  New  York  family  that 
moved  to  Michigan  in  an  early  day.  After 
taking  the  office  of  collector  he  removed  for 
convenience  to  Port  Huron,  where  the  fed- 
eral building  is  located.  He  filled  this  office 
most  acceptably  to  the  government,  but  al- 
ways  having  been  an  ardent  democrat,  he  re- 
tired from  this  position  shortly  after  the  in- 
auguration of  President  McKinley. 

During  his  forty-four  years  of  active  work 
at  the  bar  Judge  Crocker  tried  many  im- 
portant cases  and  his  name  and  face  were1 
familiar  in  the  supreme  court  and  in  most 
of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  state,  as  well  as 
in.  the  United  States  circuit  and  district 
courts,  being  retained  on  one  side  or  the 
other  for  nearly  every  important  cause  in  his 
county  for  most  of  this  time.  His  devotion 
to  his  clients'  cause,  good  judgment,  compre- 
hensive grasp  of  legal  principles,  together 
with  his  thorough  knowledge  of  men  and  af- 
fairs, made  him  a  safe  adviser  and,  coupled 
with  the  tremendous  amount  of  work  that 
he  devoted  to  the  study  of  his  cases,  made 
him  a  most  formidable  antagonist  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Crocker  was  possessed  of  one  of  the 
strongest  of  New  England  constitutions, 
stood  five  feet,  ten  inches,  was  of  sturdy 
athletic  frame,  a  man  of  fine  appearance, 
and  blessed  with  a  most  genial  disposition 
and  kindly  ways.  He  was  noted  for  his 
cheery  laughter;  at  the  same  time  he  was 
possessed  of  the  greatest  wear  and  tear 
qualities  and  the  amount  of  work  and  fatigue 
that  he  could  do  and  go  through  with  was 
simply  prodigious.  When  the  time  for  work- 
ing was  over  he  could  put  aside  his  cares 
and  duties  and  at  once  enter  into  pleasant 
and  genial  conversation.  He  was  intimately 
known  all  over  his  home  county,  where  his 
friends  were  numbered  by  the  thousand.  His 
generosity  in  carrying  on  a  cause  for  his 
clients,  regardless  of  financial  considerations, 
coupled  with  the  agreeability  of  his  manner 
and  his  marked  personality,  bound  his 
friends  to  him  with  the  strongest  and  warm- 
est of  human  ties.  His  last  cause  in  the 
supreme  court  was  submitted  in  the  winter 
of  1902.  He  died  December  8,  1902,  in  his 
seventy-seventh  year,  survived  by  a  widow, 
Cordelia  Crocker,  and  four  children:  Mary 
D.   Hutchins,   the  wife   of    Dean    Harry    B. 


llutchins,  of  the  Michigan  Law  School  at 
Ann  Arbor;  Samuel  Crocker,  of  Algonac, 
Michigan,  a  civil  engineer  and  farmer,  who 
has  specially  distinguished  himself  as  a  rail- 
road engineer,  typographer  and  map-maker ; 
Martin  Crocker,  an  attorney-at-law,  of 
Mount  Clemens,  Michigan,  a  sketch  of  whose 
life  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  and 
Fandira  Crocker,  now  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michi- 
gan, a  lady  of  rare  natural  ability,  who  was 
a  student  of  the  Mount  Clemens  high  school, 
at  Ann  Arbor  and  Cornell  Universities,  grad- 
uating from  the  latter  institution.  She 
taught  in  the  Mount  Clemens  schools  for 
twelve  years,  it  being  generally  considered 
she  was  one  of  the  best  educators  who  ever 
worked  in  the  schools  of  the  city. 


GEORGE  W.  DOWNS. 

George  W.  Downs,  an  active  and  progres- 
sive farmer  of  Ray  township,  living  on  sec- 
tion 20,  was  born  in  St.  Clair  county,  Michi- 
gan, June  20,  1852.  His  father*  Almoii 
Downs,  was  horn  in  Vermont  in.  1807  and 
there  spent  the  days  of  his  youth  and  ac- 
quired his  education.  In  early  manhood  he 
came  westward  to  Michigan,  settling  in  St. 
Clair  county  about  18^0.  He  was  a  mechanic 
and  cabinet-maker  by  trade  and  carried  on 
business  in  St.  Clair,  lie  was  married  there 
to  Miss  Mary  J.  Barron,  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  a  daughter  of  Moore  Bar- 
ron, one  of  the  pioneers  of  St.  Clair  county. 
Mi*.  Downs  carried  on  the  business  of  cabinet- 
making  and  also  engaged  in  real  estate  opera- 
tions in  St.  Clair  until  1857  when  he  removed 
to  Macomb  county,  settling  first  in  Washing- 
ton township,  whence  he  afterward  removed 
to  Hay  township.  Here  he  farmed  for  a 
number  of  years,  owning  and  operating  a 
tract  of  land  upon  which  his  son  George  W. 
now  resides.  He  died  in  August,  1878,  and 
was  survived  by  his  wife  for  a  number  of 
years.     In   the   family   were   four   daughters. 

George  W.  Downs,  the  only  son,  was  reared 
under  the  parental  roof,  pursued  his  prelimi- 
nary education  in  the  high  school,  attended 
the  Rochester  Academy  and  subsequently  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  Macomb  county  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  succeeded  to  the  ownership 
of  the  old  home  place  and  turned  his  attention 
to  farming.  He  has  demonstrated  his  power 
equally  in  agricultural  work  as  in  the  lines 
of  educational  labor. 

Mr.  Downs  was  married  in  Romeo,  .Febru- 
ary 2,  1882,  to  Miss  Linna  Compton,  who  was 
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born  in  Lenox,  Michigan,  a  daughter  of  L.  J. 
Compton,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  state 
from  New  York.  At  the  time  of  their  mar- 
riage Mr.  and  Mrs.  Downs  located  upon  the 
old  home  farm  and  he  has  since  engaged  in 
general  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-rais- 
ing. He  has  built  to  and  remodeled  the 
house,  has  built  a  small  barn  and  later  a 
large  one.  He  has  also  fenced  the  place 
and  to-day  has  a  neat  and  well  improved 
property,  attractive  in  its  appearance  and 
gratifying  in  its  productiveness.  He  carries 
on  farming  and  dairying  and  he  owns  a  good 
herd  of  pure-blooded  Jersey  cows.  He  also 
has  some  high  grade  Chester  white  hogs  and 
he  is  engaged  in  the  breeding  and  sale  of 
various  fine  grades  of  chickens. 

Unto  Mr.  ana  Mrs.  Downs  have  been  born 
four  children :  Arthur,  who  assists  in  the  op- 
eration of  the  home  farm ;  Verna,  who  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  instrumental 
music  in  this  county;  and  Jennie  and  Helen, 
who  are  attending  school.  The  parents  at- 
tend the  Ray  Union  church  and  politically 
Mr.  Downs  is  a  republican,  never  faltering 
in  his  allegiance  to  the  party  since  casting 
his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes  in  1876.  He  takes  quite  an  active  in- 
terest in  local  elections  as  well  as  in  state  and 
national  politics,  lie  was  elected  and  served 
as  township  school  superintendent  and  later 
was  township  clerk  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  afterward  acted  as  supervisor  for  seven 
consecutive  years,  served  on  a  number  of  im- 
portant committees  on  the  board  and  was  also 
chairman  of  some  of  the  committees.  He  has 
made  seven  assessments  in  the  town  of  Ray 
and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  his  locality,  exerting  a  wide  and  fav- 
orable influence  for  improvement  and  prog- 
ress. He  is  well  known  in  Mount  Clemens 
and  in  the  county  and  his  integrity  and  worth 
stand  as  salient  features  in  his  career. 


HOMER  DAVIS. 


Among  the  respected  and  honored  citi- 
zens in  the  village  of  Washington  is  Homer 
Davis,  who,  after  active  connection  with 
farming  interests  in  the  township  of  Wash- 
ington, is  now  living  retired,  having  ac- 
cumulated a  competence  that  is  sufficient  to 
supply  him  with  all  the  necessities  and  writh 
many  of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life, 
thus  releasing  him  from  the  necessity  of 
further  hard  labor.  He  has  lived  in  Macomb 
county  since  1834,  having  arrived  here  when 


a  little  lad  of  five  years.  He  was  born  in 
New  York,  January  5,  1829,  and  is  a  son 
of  Lewis  Davis,  who  wras  born  in  the  Empire 
state  and  remained  there  until  after  his  mar- 
riage to  Nancy  Knapp,  also  a  native  of  that 
state.  He  removed  to  the  west  in  1834,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  children,  and  in 
Ray  township,  Macomb  county,  secured  gov- 
ernment land  on  which  he  built  a  pioneer 
home  and  began  farming.  The  history  of 
pioneer  life  constitutes  a  record  of  his  early 
residence  here.  There  were  difficulties  and 
hardships  to  be  borne  and  the  improvements 
of  the  farm  were  brought  about  only  by 
much  arduous  labor.  The  farming  imple- 
ments were  very  crude  as  compared  with 
the  machinery  of  the  present  day  and  much 
more  work  was  done  by  hand  than  now  falls 
to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist. 

Homer  Davis  was  reared  upon  the  old 
homestead  in  Ray  township  and  through  the 
winter  months  attended  the  common  schools. 
In  the  family  were  four  sons  and  five 
daughters,  of  whom  two  sons  and  two 
daughters  are  yet  living.  There  were  pleas- 
ures to  be  enjoyed  such  as  are  unknown  at 
the  present  age  and  there  was  much  hard 
work  incident  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  which 
first  had  to  be  cleared  of  the  timber  that 
here  grew  in  profusion.  Mr.  Davis  was  early 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  economy 
and  these  qualities  have  been  valued  factors 
in  his  later  success.  On  the  27th  of  October, 
1854,  he  was  married  in  Ray  township  to 
Miss  Martha  M.  Woodman,  a  native  of  Ma- 
comb county  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Sallie  Ann  (Anderson)  Woodman.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Vermont  and  became  a 
pioneer  settler  of  eastern  Michigan.  Her 
mother  was  a  native  of  New  York.  They 
had  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  still 
living:  Nelson,  Emily  and  Martha  M. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  began  their  domestic 
life  upon  a  farm  in  Ray  township,  he  having 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land,  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
which  claimed  his  time  and  energies  for 
twenty  years.  He  then  sold  that  property 
and  bought  a  farm  in  the  township  of  Wash- 
ington, adjoining  the  village.  This  place 
comprised  one  hundred  and  four  acres,  which 
he  also  cultivated  and  upon  which  he  built  a 
good  frame  residence,  substantial  barn  and 
all  the  necessary  outbuildings  for  the  shelter 
of  grain  and  stock.  Here  he  also  carried  on 
farming  for  twenty  years  and  then  sold  the 
property  to  his  son,  while  he  retired  from 
active  business  cares  and  purchased  a  resi- 
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deuce  in  the  village  that  he  now  occupies. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  became  the  parents  of 
five  children:  Ida,  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Lock- 
wood;  Fannie,  the  wife  of  JM.  W.  Davis,  of 
Mount  Clemens ;  Lewis,  who  owns  and  oper- 
ates the  old  homestead  farm ;  Mary,  the  wife 
of  T.  K,  Andrus,  of  Evart,  Osceola  county, 
.Michigan;  and  Nancy,  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Sharpe,  of  Romeo,  Michigan. 

Politically  Mr.  Davis  has  been  a  stanch 
republican  since  the  organization  of  the  par- 
ty in  1856,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  office.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Washing- 
ton. They  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
in  1904  and  their  children  and  many  friends 
gathered  on  that  happy  occasion  to  extend 
to  them  many  tokens  of  love  and  esteem  and 
to  wish  them  many  returns  of  the  day.  Mr. 
Davis  was  presented  with  a  fine  ebony  cane 
with  a  gold  head,  on  which  was  engraved  his 
name  and  date. 

If  Mr.  Davis  is  asked  concerning  an  early 
event  connected  with  Macomb  county  he  can 
usually  give  an  accurate  account  thereof,  for 
during  seventy  years  he  has  lived  here  and 
is  familiar  with  what  has  been  accomplished 
through  this  long  period  and  with  the  marked 
improvement  and  progress  that  has  been 
made.  Upon  memory's  wall  hangs  many 
pictures  of  frontier  life  which  age  seems 
rather  to  make  brighter  than  to  dim.  He  has 
lived  an  active,  useful  and  upright  life  and 
is  now  enjoying  the  fruit  of  his  labors  and 
the  esteem  of  his  fellowmen. 


HON.  EDGAR  WEEKS. 

Hon.  Edgar  Weeks,  deceased,  twice  mem- 
ber of  congress  and  a  distinguished  represen- 
tative of  the  Mount  Clemens  bar,  belonged 
to  that  class  of  public  men  whose  efforts  and 
influence  are  potent  because  of  their  knowl- 
edge of  the  movements  and  measures  which 
they  champion  and  their  public-spirited  devo- 
tion to  the  general  good.  He  was  born  in 
Mount  Clemens  August  3,  1839,  and  was  a 
son  of  Aaron  and  Laura  A.  (Bingham) 
Weeks,  pioneer  settlers  of  Macomb  county, 
who  contributed  in  substantial  measure  to  the 
material  development  and  improvement  of 
this  part  of  the  state.  Aaron  Weeks  estab- 
lished the  first  oak  stave  industry  in  eastern 
Michigan  at  Mount  Clemens  and  was  the 
first  to  propose  the  building  of  the  Soo  canal, 
being  a  very  enterprising  and  progressive 
business  man.     lie  was  born  in  St.  Albans, 


Vermont,  in  1803,  and  died  in  Chanute,  Kan- 
sas, May  11,  1892,  while  his  wife  was  born 
in  Perry  Center,  New  York,  in  1818,  and 
died  in  Mount  Clemens,  Michigan,  July  22, 
1904.  They  were  married  at  Mount  Clemens 
in  1836  and  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren: William,  born  in  1837;  Edgar,  in  1839; 
Genevra,  in  1841 ;  and  Illion,  in  1843. 

Edgar  Weeks  attended  school  in  his  native 
city  until  thirteen  years  of  age  and  subse- 
quently learned  the  printer's  trade,  working 
in  several  printing  offices  in  Mount  Clemens. 
After  two  years  he  took  charge  of  a  news- 
paper office  in  New  Baltimore,  remaining  in 
that  position  for  a  brief  period,  when  he  went 
to  Detroit  and  secured  employment  on  the 
old  Evening  Tribune  and  later  on  the  De- 
troit Free  Press.  About  1858  he  entered  the 
office  of  the  county  clerk  of  Macomb  county 
as  an  assistant  and  at  the  same  time  began 
reading  law.  Soon  afterward  he  was  taken 
into  the  office  of  Eldredge  &  Hubbard,  attor- 
neys of  Mount  Clemens,  as  a  law  student  and 
clerk,  and  there  remained  until  his  admission 
to  the  bar  in  1861. 

Already  he  had  become  an  active  working 
force  in  political  circles,  being  a  champion 
of  Lincoln  and  the  republican  party  in  the 
campaign  of  1860,  and  when  the  war  broke 
out  he  again  upheld  the  policy  of  Lincoln 
and  supported  the  Union  cause  by  enlisting 
in  June,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  B, 
Fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  which  was  organ- 
ized in  Mount  Clemens.  He  was  the  first 
non-commissioned  officer  of  Macomb  county, 
being  made  first  sergeant  of  his  company, 
August  28,  1861.  In  1862  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant 
of  the  Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry, 
under  Colonel  Moses  Wismer,  afterward  gov- 
ernor of  Michigan,  while  in  1863  he  became 
a  captain  in  the  same  regiment,  serving  until 
December  of  the  same  year,  when  he  was 
mustered  out  on  account  of  injuries  sustained. 
At  that  time  he  was  brevet  major.  During 
his  service  he  participated  in  the  movements 
of  the  army  in  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee. In  1863  he  was  appointed  associate 
inspector  general  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Sec- 
ond Division,  Reserve  Corps,  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  under  General  Gordon 
Granger,  and  participated  in  the  movements 
from  Nashville  to  Chattanooga,  until  after 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 

After  retiring  from  military  to  civil  life, 
Mr.  Weeks  became  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  republican  newspaper,  The  Monitor,  and 
acted  as  its  editor.     In  1866  he  resumed  the 
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practice  of  law  in  Mount  Clemens  and  con- 
tinued an  active  member  of  the  Macomb 
county  bar  until  his  death.  lie  was  a  deep 
thinker,  a  logical  reasoner  and  possessed  a 
keenly  analytical  mind — qualities  that  made 
him  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  bar 
and  at  the  same  time  made  him  a  power 
in  congress,  in  the  handling  of  intricate 
and  complex  problems  affecting  the  weal 
or  woe  of  the  nation.  Deeply  interested 
in  the  great  questions  of  the  day,  he 
always  kept  thoroughly  informed  upon  the 
issues  which  divided  the  two  great  parties  and 
set  forth  his  views  with  clearness  and  concise- 
ness from  the  platform  during  the  campaigns. 
His  natural  fitness  for  leadership  led  to  his 
selection  for  office,  especially  in  connection 
with  the  performance  of  duties  for  which  his 
professional  training  and  experience  well 
qualified  him,  and  he  was  frequently  chosen 
to  serve  in  connection  with  the  execution  or 
framing  of  the  laws,  lie  was  twice  elected 
prosecuting  attorney  and  was  afterward  ap- 
pointed probate  judge  of  Macomb  county. 
In  1884  he  was  a  candidate  for  congress  but 
was  defeated.  He  was  elected,  however,  to 
the  fifty-sixth  congress  in  1898,  receiving 
eighteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  votes,  against  twelve  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  cast  for  F.  E.  Bur- 
ton, the  democratic  candidate,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  for  Dr.  James  Hen- 
derson, the  populist  candidate.  He  was  re- 
turned to  the  fifty-seventh  congress  in  1901, 
by  a  majority  of  more  than  six  thousand.  He 
was  an  active  working  member  of  the  house, 
and  while  he  aided  in  forming  constructive 
legislation  in  the  committee  rooms,  he  also 
delivered  a  number  of  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive addresses  on  the  floor  of  the  house,  which 
attracted  widespread  attention.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  committees  on  claims  and  in- 
valid pensions  and  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  contested  elections.  He  spoke  upon 
American  Interests  in  Puerto  Rico,  January 
31,  1900 ;  on  the  contested  election  case — ■ 
Wise  versus  Young — in  March,  1900;  the 
Filipino  Race,  January  23,  1902;  and  Cuban 
Reciprocity, — Protection  to  Beet  Sugar  In- 
dustry, April  10,  1902.  These  addresses  ex- 
cited marked  attention  and  awakened  earn- 
est thought.  In  order  to  acquaint  himself 
with  conditions  which  existed  in  our  insular 
possessions  and  bring  the  matter  before  the 
house  with  a  thorough  understanding  of  the 
subject  under  discussion,  Mr.  Weeks  became 
a  member  of  the  Bacon  congressional"  party 
in  1891  and  made  a  trip  around  the  globe, 


visiting  Spain,  Morocco,  Egypt,  the  Nile 
country,  the  Pyramids  and  other  points  in 
Africa,  passing  through  the  Mediterranean 
and  Red  seas,  the  Arabian  sea  and  Indian 
ocean  to  Ceylon,  crossed  the  bay  of  Bengal 
and  the  straits  of  Malacca  and  on  into  the 
China  sea.  lie  visited  Manila  and  saw  all 
of  the  twelve  or  fourteen  thousand  islands  of 
the  Philippine  group,  went  to  Tokio  and 
other  points  in  Japan,  and  thence  sailed 
across  the  Pacific  to  San  Francisco,  making 
a  trip  of  six  months'  continuous  travel,  in 
which  twenty-one  days  were  spent  among  the 
sea  islands.  Major  Adam,  detailed  as  a  Brit- 
ish subject,  showed  the  party  all  through  the 
mighty  fortresses  belonging  to  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  Weeks  saw  many  points  of  interest  in  the 
orient  and  visited  the  palaces  in  Malta.  In 
the  city  of  Valetta  he  visited  the  Chapel  of 
Bones,  said  to  be  decorated  with  the  bones 
of  thirty-thousand  human  skeletons.  Two 
Rodman  guns  were  secured  through  Mr. 
Weeks  and  placed  in  the  courthouse  square1 
in  Mount  Clemens,  one  in  honor  of  General 
Macomb,  the  other  in  memory  of  the  soldiers 
and  sailors  of  Macomb  county.  They  Avere 
placed  their  on  Memorial  day  of  1901,  Mr. 
Weeks  making  the  presentation  speech.  In 
1901  he  visited  Puerto  Rico  and  all  parts  of 
Cuba  and  therefore  when  he  addressed  the 
house  upon  questions  concerning  their  govern- 
ment, it  was  with  a  personal  knowledge  of  the 
country,  its  people  and  conditions.  He  was 
an  orator,  his  excellent  delivery  being  the 
cloak  of  strong,  logical  thought,  and  his  audi- 
tors listened  to  him  with  attention.  He  was 
a  familiar  figure  in  Michigan  politics,  labor- 
ing earnestly  and  untiringly  for  the  progress 
and  upbuilding  of  his  party  in  the  state  and 
he  was  a  delegate  to  the  republican  national 
convention  in  Chicago,  where  Benjamin  Har- 
rison was  nominated  and  where  he  took  an 
active  part  in  the  effort  to  nominate  General 
Alger. 

Judge  Weeks  was  married,  in  1867,  to  Miss 
Mary  F.  Campbell,  of  Mount  Clemens,  a 
daughter  of  John  S.  and  Anna,  (Megary) 
Campbell,  o:e  Springfield,  New  Jersey.  Unto 
them  were  born  six  children :  Howard  F., 
John  A.,  Katherine,  Genevra,  Elizabeth  and 
Anna. 

Judge  Weeks  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  served  as 
commander  of  the  Department  of  Michigan. 
He  also  belonged  to  the  Loyal  Legion  and 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and 
was  very  deeply  interested  in  military  affairs, 
lie  was  also  a  valued  member  of  the  social 
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clubs  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  his  death,  which 
occurred  December  17,  1904,  was  the  occa- 
sion of  deep  regret  in  the  social,  political  and 
legal  circles  of  the  state,  while  eminent  men 
of  the  country  mourned  the  loss  of  one  whom 
they  regarded  as  a  peer  and  who  stood  as  a 
high  type  of  our  American  manhood. 


R,  M.  GREENSHIELDS,  M.  1). 

Dr.  R,  M.  Creenshields  is  one  of  the  young- 
est members  of  the  medical  fraternity,  yet 
his  years  seem  no  bar  to  his  capability  nor 
success.  He  has  practiced  for  five  years  in 
Romeo,  his  native  town,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred here  April  27,  1873.  His  father,  Dr. 
William  Greenshields,  is  a  well  known  physi- 
cian of  Macomb  county,  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  The  son  was  reared  in  his 
native  town  and  was  advanced  through  con- 
secutive grades  in  the  public  schools  here 
until  he  had  completed  the  high  school  course. 
He  afterwards  spent  two  years  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  and  then,  taking  up  the 
study1  of  medicine,  he  pursued  lectures  in  the 
Detroit  College  of  Medicine,  in  which  he  com- 
pleted the  regular  course  and  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1900.  Returning  to  Romeo 
he  joined  his  father  in  practice  in  this  town. 
Here  he  has  won  for  himself  an  enviable  posi- 
tion by  reason  of  his  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  principles  of  medicine  and  the  great  care 
which  he  exercises  in  the  performance  of  the 
professional  duties  that  devolve  upon  him.  ^ 
Dr.  Greenshields  was  married,  May  17, 
1904,  to  Miss  Florence  Partch,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Macomb  county,  lie 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  now 
a  Royal  Arch  and  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
and  he  is  also  connected  with  the  Mystic 
Shrine  at  Detroit.  He  has  a  very  wide  ac- 
quaintance in  Romeo,  where  his  entire  life 
has  been  passed,  and  those  who  know  him 
entertain  for  him  high  regard  both  socially 
and  professionally. 


SAMUEL  IT.   EWELL. 

Many  of  the  early  settlers  who  were  active 
in  opening  up  this  region  and  in  planting  the 
seeds  of  civilization,  development  and  prog- 
ress here  have  passed  away.  Among  those 
who  still  remain  and  whose  memory  forms  a 
connecting  link  between  the  past  and  the 
progressive  present  is  Samuel  IT.  Ewell,  who 
has  made  his  home  in  Macomb  county  since 


1886.  He  was  born  in  Wyoming  county, 
New  York,  January  3,  1819,  a  son  of  Samuel 
Ewell,  who  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and 
was  of  Scotch  descent,  the  family  having  been 
founded  in  the  old  Bay  state  in  colonial  days. 
Samuel  Ewell  was  reared  in  Massachusetts 
and  there  married  Nancy  Iloyt,  also  a  native 
of  that  state  and  of  Welsh  lineage.  They  re- 
moved to  Genesee  county,  New  York,  set- 
tling upon  a  farm  where  they  resided  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  nine  children  were 
born  unto  them  there.  In  1836  they  became 
residents  of  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  set- 
tling at  Romeo,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1812.  His  wife  survived  him  for  more  than 
thirty  years  and  died  at  the  very  advanced 
age  of  ninety-two  years  and  six  months. 

Samuel  II.  Ewell  was  a  young  man  of  sev- 
enteen years  when  he  arrived  in  this  county. 
His   school   privileges   were   limited   and   his 
education  has  been  largely  self-acquired.     He 
is  now  a  well  informed  man,  keeping  in  touch 
with  the  progress  of  the  times,  with  the  ques- 
tions of  general  interest  and  those  affecting 
the  political  and  legal  status  of  the  country. 
For  many  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  and  later  he  divided  a 
portion  of  his  farm  into  town  lots  and  made 
an  addition  to  Romeo.     The  old  fairgrounds 
are  also  a  part  of  his  homestead  farm.     Mr. 
Ewell    turned    his   attention    to    the    milling 
business   and  built   and   operated  two   grist- 
mills, being  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
flour  and  meal   for  twenty-five  years,   doing 
custom  work.     He  was  also  one  of  the  edi- 
tors of  a  Romeo  paper  for  five  years  and  has 
thus   been   an   active   factor   in   the   business 
life  of  the  village  and  surrounding  country. 
Politically  Mr".  Ewell  was  an  old-line  whig 
and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  William 
Henry  Harrison.     In  1856  he  voted  for  John 
C.    Fremont,   the   first   candidate   of  the   re- 
publican party,   and  he  has  since   given  his 
support  to  every  nominee  at  the  head  of  the 
republican  ticket.     He  is  actively  and  deeply 
interested   in   local  politics    and    his    fellow 
townsmen  have  called  him  to  office,  so  that 
he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board 
for  several  terms  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  street  commissioner.     He  is  also  known 
as  an  author  and  has  written  and  published  a 
yieat  little  volume  of  poems,  which  he  him- 
self put  in  type. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  1857,  in  Romeo, 
Mr.  Ewell  was  married  to  Miss  Cordelia 
Smith,  a  native  of  Lapeer  county  and  a 
daughter  of  John  S.  Smith,  one  of  the  early 
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settlers  of  this  county  who  eame  to  the  west 
from  Newr  York.  They  entered  land  which 
he  developed  into  a  productive  farm.  lie  was 
married  in  the  Empire  state  to  Miss  Louisa 
Beach,  a  native  of  New  York.  After  coming 
to  Michigan  they  reared  their  family  upon 
the  farm  in  Lapeer  county  and  in  his  business 
affairs  Mr.  Smith  prospered.  lie  died  in 
1874,  while  his  wife  survived  him  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  passing  away  in  1899,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-one  years.  Mrs.  Ewell  was 
born  and  reared  in  Lapeer  county  and  by 
her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  two 
children,  the  elder  being  Leon  a,  the  wife  of 
J.  B.  Roberts,  a  business  man  of  Three  Riv- 
ers, Michigan,  and  son  of  an  inventor  of  a 
vibrator  thresher.  They  have  one  son,  Cyrus 
E.  Leon  S.  Ewell  is  married  and  has  one 
child,  Bernice  Owen  Ewell.  Leon  S.  is  a  well 
known  musician,  who  for  three  years  was  the 
leading  clarinet  player  with  Forepaugh's 
show.  He  is  now  residing  in  Romeo  and  is 
the  leader  of  the  choir  in  the  Congregational 
church  here.  Mr.  Ewell  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  has  taken  the  Royal  Arch 
degree.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  representa- 
tives of  the  Blue  Lodge  here  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
He  is  to-day  one  of  the  venerable  citizens  of 
Macomb  county,  having  reached  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-six  years  and  his  residence  in 
the  county  covers  a  period  of  sixty-nine  years. 
Great  changes  have  occurred  in  this  time,  for 
at  his  arrival  he  found  small  towns  on  the 
sites  of  Mount  Clemens  and  Detroit,  while 
many  of  the  now  thriving  villages  and  smaller 
cities  had  not  yet  sprung  into  existence.  Much 
of  the  land  was  wild  and  unimproved  and  the 
roads  were  uncut,  lie  at  once  became  an 
active  factor  in  the  work  of  development  and 
progress  which  has  proved  of  benefit  to  the 
county  and  at  the  same  time  has  brought 
him  desirable  success. 


JOHN  DITTMAN. 


John  Dittman,  deceased,  who  was  one  of 
the  useful  citizens  of  Romeo,  where  for  many 
years  he  was  connected  with  manufacturing 
interests,  departed  this  life,  December  3, 
1904.  He  had  located  here  in  1853  and  his 
residence,  therefore,  covered  more  than  a 
half  century.  His  birth  occurred  in  Prussia, 
Germany,  August  10,  1830,  and  there  he  was 
reared  and  learned  the  wagonmaker's  trade. 
He  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  when  he 
determined  to  seek  a  home  in  the  new  world, 


having  heard  much  of  its  advantages  and 
privileges.  Accordingly  he  crossed  the  At- 
lantic in  1853,  and  chose  Romeo  as  the  scene 
of  his  future  labors.  Here  he  began  working 
at  wagon-making  as  a  journeyman  and  later 
he  established  a  shop  of  his  own,  in  which 
he  engaged  in  the  repair  and  manufacture  of 
wagons,  conducting  this  business  from  1874 
until  1895.  He  was  an  expert  workman, 
doing  all  of  his  work  in  a  most  thorough 
manner  and  his  activity  and  straightforward 
dealing  were  the  strong  elements  in  his  pros- 
perity. He  was  never  known  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  necessities  of  his  fellowmen  in 
any  business  transaction,  and  his  example, 
business  probity  and  enterprise  are  wrell 
worthy  of  emulation.  He  continued  as  a 
representative  of  manufacturing  interests 
in  Romeo  until  1895,  when  he  rented  his  shop 
and  retired  from  business,  enjoying  a  rest 
which  he  had  richly  earned.  He  contributed 
in  substantial  measure  to  the  improvement 
and  progress  of  Romeo,  aiding  largely  in 
making  the  town  what  it  is  to-day.  He  built 
eight  good  residences  here  and  also  bought 
and  owned  several  farms  in  this  locality. 
He  was  a  careful  and  prosperous  business 
man.  Each  step  in  his  career  was  carefully 
and  thoughtfully  made  and  he  did  not  place 
his  dependence  upon  any  aid  or  influence,  but 
upon  the  substantial  qualities  of  earnest  per- 
sistent labor.  Economy  and  frugality  were 
numbered  among  his  characteristics,  and  by 
the  careful  husbanding  of  his  resources  he 
made  his  start,  so  that  in  later  years  he  was 
enabled  to  provide  for  his  family  with  the 
comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  which  go 
to  make  life  worth  the  living.  He  earned  the 
money  which  brought  his  parents  to  America, 
they  joining  him  here  after  he  had  spent 
several  years  in  the  new  world. 

Mr.  Dittman  was  married  in  1857,  to  Miss 
Anna  Martha  Wohlenhaupt,  a  native  of 
Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  who  spent  her  girl- 
hood days  in  that  land  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  early  womanhood.  Five 
children  were  born  to  this  union  but  only 
one  is  now  living,  Lydia,  the  wife  of  "William 
Newman  of  Detroit,  by  whom  she  has  two 
sons,  John  and  Carl.  The  members  of  the 
family  wrho  have  passed  away  are:  Emma, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Mary,  at 
the  age  of  four  years;  John,  when  eleven 
months  old;  and  Julia,  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
months. 

Politically  Mr.  Dittman  was  a  stanch  and 
inflexible  republican,  believing  firmly  in  the 
principles  of  the  party,  yet  never  seeking  or 
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desiring-  office  for  himself.  He  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  with  which  Mrs.  Dittman  is  still  con- 
nected. Honest  principles  characterized  all 
that  he  did  and  at  his  death  his  loss  was 
greatly  felt  in  the  church,  in  his  city  and  in 
his  home.  He  had  labored  untiringly  and 
effectively  for  the  welfare  of  Romeo  as  well 
as  for  his  fellowmen  and  his  memory  is  yet 
cherished  by  those  who  knew  him. 


GEORGE  II.  NICHOLS. 

George  II.  Nichols,  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive citizens  of  Macomb  county,  keeping 
in  touch  with  the  onward  march  of  progress 
as  exemplified  in  business  life,  was  born  in 
Mount  Clemens,  November  7,  1857,  on  the 
site  of  the  old  Keils  Building,  on  Macomb 
street.  His  great-grandfather  Little  be- 
longed to  an  old  Virginian  family  and  was 
the  first  representative  of  the  name  to  come 
to  Michigan,  settling  on  Harsen's  Island, 
from  which  Mr.  Harsen  tried  to  drive  him 
and  other  settlers  away  with  the  aid  of  a 
sheriff,  who  fired  upon  them,  but  they  re- 
fused to  go  and,  returning  the  fire,  Mr.  Har- 
sen was  shot,  He  carried  the  scars  through- 
out the  remainder  of  his  life,  bat  in  later 
years  he  and  Mr.  Little  became  fast  friends. 

George  ().  Nichols,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Saratoga  county,  New  York,  De- 
cember 22,  1834,  and  came  to  Michigan  with 
his  parents  in  1845,  settling  on  what  is  now 
the  John  Wolf  farm  on  the  plank  road  two 
miles  west  of  Mount  Clemens.  After  pursu- 
ing a  common-school  education  he  learned  the 
builder's  trade,  becoming  a  contractor. 
Among  building's  which  he  erected  are  a  num- 
ber of  old  landmarks,  including  the  residences 
of  Charles  Ullrich  and  Dr.  Babcock,  the  old 
R.  C.  Ullrich  Block,  the  D.  C.  Williams  Block, 
the  E.  J.  Oldie  Block  and  the  Winegar  Block, 
all  in  Mount  Clemens.  He  continued  as  a 
leading  contractor  and  builder  until  1894, 
when  as  inspector  he  had  charge  of  the  build- 
ing of  a  large  brick  sewer  for  the  city  of 
Mount  Clemens  on  Church  street.  He  was 
only  sixteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death  and  upon  him  devolved  not 
only  his  own  support  but  also  the  care  of  a 
family  of  fiYe  children,  of  which  he  was  the 
eldest.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  and 
another  man  by  the  name  of  George  Mur- 
dock  were  appointed  marshals  and  took 
charge  of  a  force  to  protect  Mount  Clemens 
from   being  burned   by   the   Eighth  Cavalry, 


He  still  resides  at  his  home  011  Cass  avenue 
in  Mount  Clemens  and  is  a  much  respected 
citizen  and  a  man  of  unimpeachable  integrity, 
lie  married  Henrietta  Little,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  Little,  who  removed  to  Macomb  coun- 
ty at  a  very  early  day,  settling  on  the  north 
branch  and  at  one  time  cultivated  the  ground 
where  the  present  courthouse  is  now  erected. 
He  saw  many  gatherings  of  Indians  in  full 
war  paint  on  their  way  to  fight  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war.  He  was  an  earnest  and  active 
Methodist  and  was  appointed  as  steward  in 
the  First  Methodist  church  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, being  retained  in  that  office  until  his 
death  in  1876.  His  wife  came  from  Paisley, 
Scotland,  early  in  the  nineteenth  century. 
She  was  of  the  clan  of  Murdock  and  Dunlap 
and  her  father  was  a  weaver  of  the  celebrated 
Paisley  shawls.  She  was  gifted  with  more 
than  ordinary  intellect  and  was  a  most  sin- 
cere and  earnest  Christian  worker.  Scotland, 
at  the  time  the  family  left  there,  was  in  the 
midst  of  a  political  agitation  and  the  last 
public  work  her  father  did  was  to  address  a 
gathering  of  over  thirty  thousand  people  on 
the  eve  of  his  departure  for  America. 

George  II.  Nichols  remained  a  public  school 
student  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
began  to  learn  the  building  trade  with  his 
father,  whose  partner  he  became  in  1875. 
They  were  thus  associated  one  year,  when 
he  began  business  alone,  at  the  early  age  of 
eighteen  years.  He  did  his  first  work  as 
foreman  on  the  residence  of  William  C.  Hogh, 
on  Cass  avenue,  Mount.  Clemens — a  building 
which  is  still  standing,  constructing  the  chim- 
neys of  the  house  as  they  now  stand  with  his 
own  hands  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  When 
he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  took  his 
first  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  Dahm 
residence  on  Lincoln  avenue.  Among  a  great 
many  others  he  has  erected  under  contract 
and  as  superintendent  the  following  im- 
portant structures  in  Mount  Clemens :  St. 
Joseph  Sanitarium,  Colonial  Hotel,  Clemen- 
tine Bath  House,  Citizens  Savings  Bank 
Block,  the  Dahm  and  Winegar  Blocks,  etc., 
and  he  also  assisted  in  the  building;  of  the 
Avery  House.  The  last  of  his  large  con- 
tracts was  the  erection  of  the  cobblestone 
powerhouse  for  the  Mount  Clemens  Electric 
Company.  Aside  from  his  extensive  and 
important  building  interests  he  has  been  as- 
sociated with  various  business  enterprises 
which  have  contributed  in  large  measure  to 
the  prosperity  and  progress  of  the  county  as 
well  as  to  the  individual  success  of  the  stock- 
holders.    He  was  a  director  and  stockholder 
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of  the  Mount  Clemens  Electric  Company, 
first  vice  president  of  the  Citizens  Savings 
Bank,  in  the  organization  of  which  he  par- 
ticipated; a  director  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  public  works.  Owing  to  his  duties 
in  the  last  named  position  conflicting  with  his 
doing  any  contract  work  for  the  city  he  re- 
signed from  this  board.  He  was  made  in- 
spector of  the  first  brick  pavement  laid  in 
Mount  Clemens.  He  afterward  contracted 
and  did  considerable  paving  for  the  city.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  and  directors  of  the 
Chesterfield  Creamery,  whose  plant  is  located 
on  what  was  a  part  of  his  farm  and  which  is 
one  of  the  most  successful  enterprises  of  the 
kind  in  the  state,  its  sales  of  butter  and  other 
products  in  1904  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  ten  thousand  pounds. 

Mr.  Nichols  started  out  upon  his  business 
career  empty-handed,  but  by  carefully  hus- 
banding his  earnings,  his  unremitting  energy 
and  labor  enabled  him  to  accumulate  a  com- 
petence. From  time  to  time  he  invested  in 
farm  property  and  his  possessions  in  this 
line  now  include  the  beautiful  Fairchild  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  and  a  half 
acres,  conveniently  situated  on  the  Rapid 
Railway.  The  superintendent  of  this  line, 
in  courtesy  to  Mr.  Nichols,  has  placed  a  depot 
in  front  "of  his  farm,  calling  it  Fairchild 
Farm.  Mr.  Nichols  has  made  many  improve- 
ments on  the  farm,  including  the  erection  of 
two  splendid  barns,  to  which  water  is  sup- 
plied by  a  hydraulic  ram,  and  also  with  a 
windmill.  While  constructing  this  system  it 
caused  much  comment  among  the  neighbors, 
many  of  whom  thought  he  was  going  to  try 
to  make  water  run  up  hill.  He  has  spent 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  in  tiling  his  farmv 
but  this  is  only  one  of  many  improvements 
which  he  has  placed  on  the  property.  He 
has  erected  a  beautiful  residence,  unique  in 
its  style  of  architecture,  being  constructed  en- 
tirely of  cobble  stones,  with  German  tile  roof 
and*  plate  glass  windows  throughout  the 
house.  The  interior  is  finished  in  oak  and 
each  room  is  supplied  with  a  beautiful  man- 
tel and  fireplace.  His  residence  is  heated  and 
lighted  by  gas  supplied  from  his  own  plant 
and  water  pumped  by  a  windmill  is  piped  to 
all  parts  of  the  house.  In  fact  this  beautiful 
home  is  lacking  in  no  modern  convenience  and 
would  be  a  credit  to  any  city. 

Mr.  Nichols  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
business  career,  accumulating  a  very  comfort- 
able competence,  and  as  his  taste  has  always 
led  him  to  agricultural  pursuits  he  has  now 


retired  from  contracting  and  building,  re- 
moving to  his  Fairchild  Farm  in  1904.  Here 
he  intends  spending  his  remaining  days, 
superintending  this  farm  and  also  his  in- 
vested interests  elsewhere.  He  is  now  en- 
gaged in  raising  thoroughbred  stock  and 
already  has  between  forty-live  and  fifty  head 
of  registered  Jersey  cattle.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Jersey  Cattle  Club,  one  of 
the  most  influential  stock  clubs  in  the  United 
States.  His  farm  is  situated  relatively  like 
the  hub  of  a  wheel,  with  spokes  five^  miles 
long,  at  the  end  of  which  we  find  the  follow- 
ing cities  or  villages:  Mount  Clemens,  New 
Baltimore,  New  Haven,  Meade  and  Walden- 
burg,  and  the  farm  is  only  a  short  distance 
from  Lake  St.  Clair. 

Mr.  Nichols  belongs  to  Mount  Clemens 
lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has 
filled  all  of  the  chairs,  including  that  of  mas- 
ter for  three  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Mount  Clemens  chapter,  No.  69,  R.  A.  M., 
of  which  he  was  high  priest,  He  also  belongs 
to  Mount  Clemens  council,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Da- 
mascus commandery,  K.  T. ;  the  Michigan 
Sovereign  Consistory ;  the  Mystic  Shrine ; 
and  is  now  patron  of  the  Eastern  Star  of 
Mount  Clemens.  He  likewise  belongs  to 
Mount  Clemens  tent,  K.  0.  T.  M.,  to  Mount 
Clemens  Club,  and  to  the  Methodist  church, 
to  the  support  of  which  he  has  contributed 
continuously  since  twelve  years  of  age.  His 
political  allegiance  has  been  given  to  the 
democratic  party. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  1876,  Mr.  Nichols 
was  married  to  Mary  E.  Simpson,  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  Charles  Simpson,  the  wedding  cere- 
mony being  performed  in  the  Methodist 
church  of  Mount  Clemens,  her  father  offi- 
ciating. This  building,  although  removed 
from  its  old  site,  is  still  standing,  being 
used  as  a  cooper  shop  by  T.  W.  Snook 
&  Son.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  New  York. 
He  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young  boy 
ten  years  of  age  and  lived  in  Shiawasee 
county,  near  Owosso,  on  his  father's  farm 
until  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Miss  Frances 
E.  Wolcott,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  after 
which  he  operated  the  Wolcott  farm  for 
one  year.  He  then  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  as  a  private  of  the  Sixth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  fighting  under  General  Custer  for 
one  year.  lie  was  then  promoted  to  first 
lieutenant  and  captain  of  Company  B,  of 
the  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served 
two  years  in  the  divisions  under  the  com- 
mand of  Generals  Thomas  and  Fitzpat- 
rick.     He  took  part  in  many  severe  engage- 
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ments,  including'  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 
On  one  occasion  he  was  taken  prisoner  and 
becoming"  ill  while  on  his  way  to  prison  was 
placed  in  the  hospital  at  Winchester,  Vir- 
ginia, after  which  he  was  paroled  and  got 
back  into  the  Union  lines.  Following  the 
close  of  hostilities  he  returned  to  the  farm 
but  after  a  few  years  began  the  study  of  the- 
ology and  entering  the  ministry  took  charge 
of  the  work  at  Holland,  being  a  six  weeks' 
circuit.  He  is  now  pastor  of  the  Ninde 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Detroit, 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  have  been  born 
five  children,  but  only  two  are  living:  Grace 
E.,  born  February  28,  1879;  and  Milton  K„ 
born  December  22,  1898.  Those  deceased 
are:  Charles  S.,  who  was  born  July  8,  1881, 
and  died  in  infancy:  Alice  Agnes,  born  Oc- 
tober 24,  1883,  and  died  in  December,  1885: 
and  John  S.,  who  was  born  February  6,  1896, 
and  died  in  January,  1902.  The  remains  of 
the  deceased  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  family 
vault  in  Clinton  Grove  cemetery.  Mr.  Nich- 
ols is  a  man  of  kindly  disposition  and  of 
sound  judgment,  the  former  endearing  him 
to  many  friends,  while  the  latter  quality  has 
insured  his  success  in  business.  For  many 
years  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens  he  has 
a  very  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance 
throughout  the  entire  county.  In  all  his 
business  dealings  he  has  been  capable, 
prompt,    energetic    and   reliable. 


JOSEPH  M.  C ROMAN,  M.  D. 

Joseph  M.  Croman,  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens, was  born  in  Washtenaw  county,  Michi- 
gan, December  4,  1865,  his  parents  being 
Joseph  and  Christine  (Rheule)  Croman,  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania  and  Germany  respec- 
tively. The  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
came  to  Michigan  when  quite  a  young  man, 
and  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one 
years.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1898,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  There  were 
eleven  children  in  the  family,  seven  of  whom 
have  reached  the  age  of  maturity.  The  Cro- 
man family  was  originally  of  English  lin- 
eage and  the  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
■member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  or  Qua- 
kers. Many  of  the  Cromans  came  to  Michi- 
gan, settling  in  Jackson  county  and  near  Ann 
Arbor.  The  mother  of  Dr.  Croman  came 
from  Germany  after  the  death  of  her  father, 
being  then  a  little  maiden  of  eleven  years. 

Dr.  Croman  pursued  his  preliminary  edu- 


cation in  Union  school  at  South  Lyon,  Michi- 
gan, lie  afterward  spent  two  years  as  a 
clerk  in  a  drug  store  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michi- 
gan, and  then  entered  upon  a  course  of  phar- 
macy in  the  University  of  Michigan,  being 
graduated  in  1887.  He  later  spent  two  years 
as  a  drug  clerk  in  Ionia,  Michigan,  and  sub- 
sequently went  to  Detroit,  entering  the  De- 
troit College  of  Medicine,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1892.  Having  thus  prepared 
for  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  he 
opened  an  office  in  Mount  Clemens  and  has 
since  built  up  an  extensive  patronage,  gain- 
ing the  public  confidence  by  reason  of  the  ex- 
cellent results  which  have  attended  his  pro- 
fessional labors.  In  1896  he  pursued  post- 
graduate work  in  the  New  York  Post-Gradu- 
ate School  Hospital.  Reading  and  investi- 
gation have  continually  broadened  his  knowl- 
edge and  promoted  his  efficiency,  and  he  has 
furthermore  kept  in  touch  with  the  advanced 
thought  of  the  profession  through  his  mem- 
bership in  the  County,  State  and  American 
Medical  Societies,  and  of  the  first  named  has 
been  secretary. 

Dr.  Croman 's  fraternal  relations  are  with 
Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  Damascus  commandery,  K.  T.,  of  De- 
troit. He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Ionia,  in 
1888,  and  has  always  been  loyal  to  the  teach- 
ings of  the  craft. 

In  1889  Dr.  Croman  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  A.  Gibbs,  the  only  living  member 
of  the  family  of  three  children  born  to  Nor- 
thrup  J.  and  Emma  (Davy)  Gibbs,  the  for- 
mer an  architect  of  Macomb  county.  He 
built  the  courthouse,  Media  bath  house,  Avery 
House,  Fenton,  and  many  other  buildings  in 
this  vicinity.  Their  children  are  Helen  J. 
and  Joe  Meryl.  Dr.  Croman  is  a  man  of  fine 
personal  appearance,  of  genial  manner,  un- 
failing courtesy  and  strong  intellectuality — 
qualities  which,  combined  with  his  profes- 
sional training,  have  made  him  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Macomb 
county. 


MAN  CHRISTIAN  SCHNOOR. 

Max  Christian  Schnoor.  now  deceased,  was 
a  man  whom  to  know  was  to  respect  and 
honor,  and  during  the  years  of  his  residence 
in  Macomb  county  he  won  the  favorable  re- 
gard and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  was 
associated.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  No- 
vember 23,  1819,  and  was  educated  in  that 
country.     He  came  to  America  in  1841,  when 
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about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  for  a  year 
resided  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he 
also  spent  a  year  clerking  in  a  grocery  store. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  came  to 
New  Baltimore,  where  he  turned  his  attention 
to  general  merchandising.  He  also  conduct- 
ed a  stave  and  hoop  yard  there  and  was  the 
owner  of  a  tannery,  thus  becoming  active  in 
the  commercial  and  industrial  circles  in  this 
place  and  in  his  line  of  business  he  was  quite 
successful.  As  he  prospered  in  his  under- 
takings lie  invested  his  surplus  capital  in 
farm  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Baltimore 
and  about  1862  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness as  a  merchant,  lie  retained  his  farms, 
however,  and  took  great  pride  in  improving 
these  and  in  supervising  the  work  which  was 
carried  on.  The  lands  were  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  were  equipped  with  good 
buildings  and  in  fact  were  supplied  with  all 
modern  improvements. 

Mr.  Schnoor  was  also  deeply  interested  in 
public  measures  that  tended  to  benefit  his 
town  or  county.  In  fact  his  was  an  ideal 
character  and  the  spirit  of  helpfulness  was 
one  of  his  most  marked  traits.  He  had  a 
motto,  "Help  the  poor  and  needy,"  which 
he  put  into  almost  daily  practice.  His  life 
was  filled  with  many  acts  of  kindness  and 
deeds  of  charity  and  he  was  always  willing 
to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  the  deserving 
poor.  He  was  entirely  free  from  ostentation 
or  display  in  his  giving  and  in  fact  always 
avoided  publicity.  There  were  many  who 
benefited  by  his  beneficence  and  have  reason 
to  hold  him  in  sacred  remembrance. 

Mr.  Schnoor  was  married  in  Detroit,  in 
1842,  to  Miss  Doris  Kleinfeldt,  a  daughter  of 
Franz  and  Annie  (Niebuhr)  Kleinfeldt,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  They 
formed  their  acquaintance  under  somewhat 
romantic  conditions,  meeting  on  board  a  ves- 
sel on  which  they  were  coming  to  America, 
Miss  Kleinfeldt  being  accompanied  by  her 
brother  and  sister.  The  acquaintance  thus 
formed  terminated  in  marriage  at  Detroit 
two  years  later.  Thirteen  children  were  born 
unto  them,  but  only  five  passed  childhood, 
namely:  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Hubel,  of  St.  Clair,  Michigan ;  Christian,  who 
married  Mrs.  Sarah  Van  Eps,  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, and  died  January  19,  1893;  Frederick, 
who  married  Miss  Minnie  Collins,  of  Ypsi- 
lanti,  Michigan,  and  died  December  31,  1898; 
Caroline,  wlio  married  Gilbert  Hatheway  and 
is  living  in  New  Baltimore  with  her  mother; 
and   Eugenia,   who   became   the  wife   of    Dr. 


A.  W.  Ives,  of  Detroit,  and  died  at  Nice, 
France,  April  5,  1897,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six  years.  Two  of  the  sons — Christian  and 
Frederick — were  popular  in  business  as  well 
as  public  life  in  New  Baltimore.  Eugenia  at 
a  very  early  age  displayed  marked  talent  in 
music,  both  as  a  pianist  and  vocalist.  She 
attained  a  position  of  prominence  in  musical 
circles  in  Detroit  and  studied  abroad  for 
three  years,  spending  six  months  in  Leipsic, 
Germany,  under  Professor  Schirmer,  after 
which  she  went  to  Berlin,  and  studied  under 
Professors  Bart  and  Moszkowski,  who  were 
her  instructors  in  instrumental  music,  while 
Professor  Julius  Hey  superintended  her  voice 
culture.  An  indication  of  her  talent  is  given 
in  the  fact  that  while  she  was  studying  under 
Moszkowski  he  told  her  that  he  could  not 
teach  her  but  could  only  criticise  her  work. 
After  a  three  years'  course  abroad  she  re- 
turned to  Detroit,  where  in  1893  she  married 
Dr.  Ives.  She  sang  for  a  number  of  years 
in  the  Unitarian  church  at  the  corner  of 
Woodward  avenue  and  Edmond  place  in  that 
city  and  at  the  same  time  taught  both  piano 
and  vocal.  In  the  spring  of  1895  her  health 
began  to  fail  and  she  went  on  a  visit  to  north- 
ern Michigan;  afterward  going  south  to  Santa 
Fe,  New  Mexico,  where  she  was  much  im- 
proved. She  then  returned  to  Detroit  for  the 
summer  but  in  the  fall  her  health  began  to 
fail  and  she  was  sent  to  Nice,  France,  but  the 
change  did  not  prove  beneficial  and  she  died 
April  5,  1897,  her  sister  Caroline  being  with 
her.  Her  remains  were  interred  in  the  Lit- 
tle English  cemetery,  overlooking  the  Medi- 
terranean sea.  The  other  daughter,  Caro- 
line, is  also  a  talented  vocalist  and  completed 
a  course  in  the  'Michigan  Conservatory  of 
Music,  in  Detroit,  in  the  spring  of  1904.  She 
now  resides  at  home  with  her  mother,  who, 
since  the  death  of  the  husband  and  father, 
has  continued  to  reside  in  New  Baltimore. 


DWIGHT  N.  LOWELL. 

D wight  N.  Lowell,  one  of  the  prominent 
attorneys  of  Macomb  county  and  the  oldest 
in  years  of  continuous  practice,  is  equally 
prominent  in  public  affairs.  He  has  wielded 
a  wide  influence  and  has  been  and  is  dis- 
tinctively a  man  of  affairs.  Few  are  better 
informed  concerning  the  history  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  state  and  his  knowledge  is  that 
of  active  participation  in  the  events  which 
have  formed  its  annals. 
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Mr.  Lowell  was  born  January  15,  1843, 
on  his  father's  farm,  located  in  early  times 
by  Healy,  just  south  of  Romeo,  and  traces 
his  descent  from  Norman  and  Scotch  ances- 
try. Percival  Lowell,  the  American  ances- 
tor, was  the  ninth  in  descent  from  William 
Lowell  (A.  D.  1250)  of  Yardsley,  Somerset 
county,  England.  His  ancestor  came  over 
with  William  the  Conqueror  and  was  in  the 
battle  of  Hastings.  Percival  Lowell  came 
to  Newburyport  from  Bristol,  England,  in 
1639,  with  wife,  two  sons  and  daughter  and 
all  the  Lowells  of  this  country  trace  their 
ancestry  through  him.  The  mother  of  Per- 
cival Lowell,  a  Percival,  traced  her  ances- 
try through  Eudes,  Sovereign  Duke  of  Brit- 
tany, to  Charles  M artel. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Dwight  N.  Low- 
ell was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  served 
in  the  siege  of  Louisburg  and  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War. 

The  grandfather,  Josiah  Lowell,  moved 
successively  to  New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
and  finally  to  Moriah,  New  York,  where  the 
father,  Nelson  Lowell,  was  born.  In  early  life 
he  went  west  and  worked  some  years  in 
Middleburg,  New  York,  for  Samuel  Ewell, 
whose  daughter,  Laura  Ewell,  he  married. 
The  Ewells  were  of  Scotch  descent  and  trace 
their  ancestry  to  John  Ewell,  who  came  from 
Scotland  in  1734.  In  1831  Nelson  Lowell 
came  to  .Michigan,  settling  at  what  was  then 
known  as  Indian  Village,  lie  subsequently, 
in  1842,  moved  to  the  farm  then  known  as 
the  Healy  farm,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death,  in  October,  1885.  Laura  Lowell,  the 
mother,  passed  away  at  Adrian,  Michigan, 
in  February,  1881.  In  the  territorial  days 
Nelson  Lowell  served  in  the  militia  and  was 
commissioned  lieutenant. 

There  were  in  this  family  two  sons  and 
two  daughters:  Judson  Clark,  who  gradu- 
ated from  the  University  of  Michigan,  class 
of  '59,  and  was  for  many  years  principal  of 
the  schools  at  Saginaw  and  Jackson,  died 
in  Chicago  in  September,  1892 ;  Ann  S.  Doo- 
little,  who  taught  many  years  in  the  Adrian 
schools,  has  resided  there  since  her  marri- 
age in  1869;  and  Mary  L  Lowell  died  at 
Adrian,  Michigan,  in  1902. 

Dwight  N.  Lowell,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  passed  the  early  years  of  his  life  on 
the  farm,  where  he  early  learned  the  neces- 
sary habits  of  industry  and  economy.  He  at- 
tended the  district  school  in  winters  until 
the  opening  of  the  Dickinson  Institute,  in 
October,  1854,  when  he  commenced  his 
course  of  studies     in     that  institution   and 


spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  preparation 
for  entering  the  university  under  Professor 
I).  B.  Briggs  and  D.  J.  Poor.  In  the  fall 
of  1862  he  entered  the  high  school  at  Jack- 
son, then  under  the  charge  of  Professor 
Briggs,  and  completed  his  preparatory  stud- 
ies. Entering  the  University  of  Michigan  he 
was  graduated  A.  B.,  June  26,  1867.  He 
was  elected  poet  of  the  class  during  the 
senior  year  and  as  such  took  part  in  the 
class-day  exercises  at  the  close  of  the  course. 
Following  his  graduation  he  spent  a  short 
time  canvassing  for  life  insurance  and  in 
the  early  fall  of  1867  entered  the  law  office 
of  Hon."  E.  F.  Mead.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  on  examination  in  open  court  before 
Hon.  James  S.  Dewey,  June  14,  1869.  ^  He 
was  clerk  of  the  judiciary  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives  in  the  regular  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature,  1869,  and  special  ses- 
sion, 1870.  He  opened  his  office  November 
1,  1869,  and  has  since  continued  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Romeo,  .Michi- 
gan, with  the  exception  of  six  months  spent 
in  the  surveyor  general's  office  at  Yankton, 
Dakota,  where  he  was  chief  clerk.  His  prac- 
tice has  been  general  and  has  called  him  into 
many  other  counties  of  the  state  and  he  has 
been  engaged  in  many  important  litigations 
and  has  the  well  earned  reputation  of  being 
among  the  best  of  .Macomb  county's  law- 
yers. He  was  the  republican  candidate  for 
circuit  judge  in  1899.  He  has  served  the 
village  of  Romeo  as  attorney  for  many  years 
and  was  for  seven  years  consecutively  its 
president  and  at  one  time  its  treasurer,  by 
appointment  to  fill  vacancy.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  president  of  the  Macomb  County 
Bar  Association. 

Upon  the  removal  of  I.  D.  Hanseom  in 
1882  Judge  Stevens  appointed  him  to  fill 
out  the  term  as  prosecuting  attorney  of  Ma- 
comb county.  He  early  took  an  interest  in  the 
schools,  was  elected  township  examiner  and 
since  1882  has  been  continuously  the  direc- 
tor of  the  Romeo  schools.  He  was  elected 
a  delegate  to  the  republican  national  con- 
vention in  1904,  which  nominated  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  and  for  nearly  thirty  years  has 
been  a  delegate  to  the  republican  state  con- 
ventions. In  his  career  no  public  or  private 
trust  or  duty  has  been  neglected  or  abused. 
Mr.  Lowell  has  been  twice  married,  first 
to  Nellie  J.  Horton,  September  26,  1882, 
whose  death  occurred  October  26,  1884,  and 
in  October,  1899,  to  Marion  Stone,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  and  Marion  Stone,  of 
Romeo. 
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In  religious  faith  he  leans  to  the  Congre- 
gational, but  is  not  a  member  of  any  church. 
Mr.  Lowell  has  served  his  Masonic  brethren 
in  the  capacity  of  master  of  the  lodge,  high 
priest  of  the  chapter  and  eminent  com- 
mander, of  the  commandery,  in  which  last 
order  he  served  for  nearly  twenty  years 
as  junior  warden. 


HARVEY  MELLEN. 

A  strenuous  life  crowned  with  a  gratifying 
measure  of  success ;  an  honorable  career  char- 
acterized by  fidelity  to  duty  in  all  its  varied 
relations — such  is  the  history  of  Harvey 
Mellen,  who  for  many  years  lived  in  Romeo. 
He  was  born  in  Middleburg,  New  York,  April 
3,  1822,  and  his  parents  were  Leander  and 
Cynthia  (Selleck)  Mellen.  The  father,  who 
was  born  in  Hubbardton,  Vermont,  February 
17,  1797,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
after  residing  in  New  York  for  a  time  came 
to  the  west,  arriving  in  Macomb  county  in 
1837.  He  settled  first  in  Washington  town- 
ship and  in  1841  located  in  Lenox  township 
on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
the  improvements  of  which  were  the  work 
of  his  hands.  lie  assisted  largely  in  pro- 
moting the  early  agricultural  development  of 
the  county  and  as  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers aided  in  laying  the  foundation  for  fu- 
ture growth  and  prosperity  in  his  commun- 
ity. He  continued  to  follow  farming  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Lenox  township  in 
1864.  In  the  family  were  nine  children  and 
as  the  father  was  in  rather  straightened 
financial  circumstances  it  was  necessary  that 
the  children  should  early  provide  for  their 
own   support. 

Harvey  Mellen  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  state  and  of 
Michigan,  yet  his  knowledge  was  largely  ac- 
quired outside  the  schoolroom.  Although  he 
was  in  later  years  a  well-informed  man  it 
was  due  to  the  improvement  of  his  leisure 
hours  through  reading,  experience  and  in- 
vestigation. When  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
left  home  to  earn  his  own  living  and  in  1840 
joined  a  party  under  Judge  Burt,  making 
public  surveys  in  the  up|)er  peninsula  of 
Michigan  for  four  years.  In  1848  he  took  a 
government  contract  for  making  public  sur- 
veys in  the  iron  regions  near  Marquette  and 
Mr.  Mellen  was  with  the  corps  under  Judge 
Burt  when  the  discovery  of  iron  was  made. 
It  was  noticed  when  they  were  just  south 
of  Ishpeming  that  the  solar  compass  needle 


was  flying  about  in  all  directions.  Judge 
Burt  was  amazed  and  said:  "That  is  won- 
derful. Boys,  look  around  and  see  what  you 
can  find/'  Harvey  Mellen  then  came  up  and 
said:  "I  have  got  some  iron."  It  was  mag- 
netic iron  and  was  the  first  indication  of  the 
mineral  resources  of  the  peninsular  state,  the 
development  of  which  has  added  so  largely 
to  the  wealth  and  industrial  and  commercial 
status  of  Michigan.  In  later  years  Mr.  Mellen 
engaged  in  lumbering,  forming  a  partnership 
with  Charles  Tackles  in  1855  and  operating 
in  Imlay  township,  Lapeer  county.  In  1871 
he  was  in  the  same  line  of  business  at  Fish 
Lake,  Lapeer  county,  and  later  at  Bagley, 
Otsego  county,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  associated  with  the  Stephen  Lumber 
Company  at  Waters,   Otsego  county. 

Not  only  because  of  his  activity  in  business 
but  also  because  of  his  usefulness  in  other 
walks  of  life  did  Mr.  Mellen  deserve  recog- 
nition as  one  of  the  leading,  prominent  and 
influential,  citizens  of  Macomb  county  and  of 
the  state.  He  gave  endorsement  and  co-oper- 
ation to  all.  measures  which  he  deemed  would 
prove  of  benefit  to  his  comn. unity  and  to  the 
commonwealth  and  his  aid  proved  a  valued 
factor  therein.  In  his  political  views  he  was 
an  old-time  Jacksonian  democrat,  and  he 
could  trace  relationship  to  Andrew  Jackson, 
whom  he  much  resembled  in  his  vigor  and 
strength  of  purpose.  He  kept  fully  in  touch 
with  the  great  questions  and  issues  of  the  day 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death  and  advanced  in- 
telligent argument  for  his  political  faith.  He 
was  elected  and  served  as  a  member  of  the 
house  of  representatives  from  the  second  dis- 
trict of  Michigan  from  1889  until  1892  and 
as  state  senator  in  1893-4,  and  his  course  as 
a  legislator  was  marked  by  a  fearless  devo- 
tion to  the  right,  as  he  saw  it,  and  to  a  strong 
opposition  of  every  measure  which  he  be- 
lieved would  prove  inimical  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  state. 

In  March,  1849,  in  Macomb  county,  Mr. 
Mellin  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Bow- 
erman,  a  daughter  of  Michael  arid  Sallie  (Le- 
Fevre)  Bowerman,  who  were  farming  peo- 
ple residing  in  the  vicinity  of  Romeo.  Her 
father  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
two  years.  Mrs.  Mellen  passed  away  March 
2,  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  The 
members  of  their  family  were  as  follows: 
Ellen  E.,  born  December  28,  1849,  is  living 
in  Romeo:  Sarah  M.,  born  September  20, 
1856,  was  married  March  30,  1876,  to  Henry 
Stephens  and  their  children  are  Henry,  born 
November   1,    1883:    Gale,    born    October   27. 
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1887 ;  and  Jacqueline,  December  1,  1890 ; 
Marion  L.,  born  December  22,  1858,  is  in 
Romeo;  Herschel  L.,  who  was  born  May  15, 
1860,  died  in  infancy.  For  his  second  wife 
Mr.  Mellen  chose  Ellen  E.  Procter,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  1891,  and  who  still  sur- 
vives him. 

Mr.  Mellen  was  long  a  prominent  Mason 
and  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  Ro- 
meo commandery,  No.  6,  K.  T.  His  social 
relations  were  always  marked  by  cordiality 
and  sincerity,  lie  judged  a  man  by  his  char- 
acter, not  by  his  purse,  and  in  his  old  age 
he  stood  just  where  he  did  in  early  manhood 
— the  champion  of  those  qualities  which  bring 
self-respect  and  the  confidence  of  others  and 
as  an  admirer  of  justice,  truth  and  consid- 
eration— elements  which  were  always  found 
in  his  own  career.  The  immediate  cause  of 
his  death  was  an  injury  and  shock  caused  by 
being  struck  by  a  mail  train  on  the  Chicago 
&  Grand  Trunk  Railroad,  near  Imlay  City, 
Michigan,  August  8,  1893.  There  are  men 
who  through  a  life  of  fidelity  to  principle 
and  scrupulous  exactness  in  all  business 
transactions  gain  a  reputation  which  is  above 
question,  and  such  a  man  was  Mr.  Mellen. 
lie  was  more  than  this — he  was  kind-hearted, 
genial  and  considerate  of  others,  and  though 
his  manner  was  sometimes  brusque  it  al- 
ways covered  a  gentle  spirit.  Romeo  lost  one 
of  her  most  respected  and  revered  citizens 
when  Harvey  Mellen  passed  away.  During 
his  active  life  of  seventy-three  years  he  was 
in  many  commercial  and  industrial  enter- 
prises and  had  business  relations  with  a  large 
number  of  men,  and  there  is  yet  to  be  found 
one  who  questioned  his  honesty  of  purpose, 
his  fairness  to  all  and  his  sterling  integrity. 


CHARLES  HOLTZ. 


Charles  lloltz,  who  follows  farming  on  sec- 
tion 21,  Chesterfield  township,  was  born  in 
Brandenberg,  Germany,  a  son  of  William  and 
Louisa  (Mund)  lloltz,  also  natives  of  that 
country.  The  father  was  a  farmer  in  Ger- 
many and  came  to  America  about  1872,  reach- 
ing Chesterfield  township  on  the  25th  of  De- 
cember. There  he  and  his  family  remained 
with  friends  for  several  weeks  and  afterward 
took  up  their  abode  near  the  Chesterfield 
depot.  For  three  years  he  worked  on  the 
James  Patton  farm,  after  which  he  and  his 
son  Charles  purchased  a  farm  from  Henry 
DeGraff,  which  they  cultivated  for  ten  years, 
when   they  traded   this  property  to    Joseph 


Omeig  for  their  present  farm  in  1886.  Here 
the  father  still  lives  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  Although  he  owns  a  half  in- 
terest in  the  property  his  son  Charles  has 
been  the  active  factor  in  making  the  im- 
provements upon  the  place. 

Charles  lloltz  began  at  once  to  improve 
this  farm,  draining  it  by  means  of  ditches 
which  run  into  the  county  ditch.  He  also 
rebuilt  the  fences  and  repaired  the  barns,  and 
in  1900  he  remodeled  the  residence,  raising 
it  and  placing  it  upon  a  foundation  and  dig- 
ging a  large  cellar  under  the  entire  house.  He 
also  built  a  large  addition  on  to  the  rear  and 
remodeled  the  entire  interior.  He  has  piped 
water  to  the  kitchen  and,  in  fact,  has  now  a 
most  convenient  home.  His  next  step  was  to 
improve  the  surroundings  and  he  has  devel- 
oped a  beautiful  lawn,  both  in  the  front  and 
rear,  on  which  he  has  flower  beds  so  arranged 
that  in  summer  the  place  looks  like  one  beau- 
tiful flower  garden.  Although  living  in  the 
country,  the  family  enjoys  every  convenience 
known  in  city  life.  The  Rapid  Railway  car 
stops  in  front  of  their  door,  while  they  have 
a  rural  mail  route  which  brings  the  daily 
paper  and  other  mail  to  the  door.  In  1903 
he  built  a  large  tool  shed,  sixteen  by  forty 
feet,  in  which  all  his  farm  implements,  bug- 
gies and  wagons  are  sheltered  from  inclement 
weather.  He  follows  general  farming  and  his 
stock  includes  some  thoroughbred  Jersey 
milch  cows.  He  disposes  of  the  milk  to  the 
Chesterfield  Creamery,  of  which  he  is  a  stock- 
holder and  was  one  of  the  organizers.  He 
started  out  in  life  with  very  limited  capital, 
but  he  possessed  determination  and  energy, 
and  placing  his  reliance  upon  these  substan- 
tial qualities  he  has  steadily  worked  his  way 
upward. 

Charles  lloltz  was  married,  May  28,  1876. 
to  Miss  Lizzie  Damm,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Rekoff)  Damm.  Her  parents 
came  from  Germany  in  1856  and  settled  first 
in  Mitchell,  Ontario,  Canada,  where  the  father 
followed  the  weaver's  trade,  but  on  account 
of  low  prices  paid  for  that  work  he  expe- 
rienced great  difficulty  in  providing  for  his 
family.  His  health,  too,  failed  under  the 
great  strain,  and  thinking  that  he  might  bet- 
ter his  condition  elsewhere,  he  removed  to 
Michigan,  purchasing  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
Bruce  township,  near  Armada.  Unable  to 
support  his  family  on  the  farm,  he  went  to 
Detroit.  He  worked  at  weaving  and  while 
there  met  one  of  his  countrymen  who  per- 
suaded him  to  enlist  in  the  Union  army.  He 
joined    the    Seventeenth     Regiment     of     the 


42 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


United  States  army  in  1862,  then  stationed  at 
Fort  Wayne,  near  Detroit.  He  returned 
home  that  night  with  a  light  heart,  thinking 
that  he  could  at  least  provide  for  his  wife 
and  children  and  intending  to  have  them 
move  near  the  fort,  but  misfortune  still  fol- 
lowed him,  for  within  a  month  after  his  en- 
listment the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the 
front  and  upon  the  wife  devolved  the  sup- 
port of  their  children.  After  two  years  of 
hardships  and  severe  fighting  he  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Atlanta  and  sent  with  others  to 
Libby  prison,  where  his  health  gradually  gave 
way  before  the  exposures  and  privations  there 
borne,  and  after  three  weeks  he  answered  the 
last  bugle  call.  His  remains  were  buried  near 
the  prison.  During  the  two  years  of  his 
army  life  his  family  saw  him  but  twice.  He 
left  a  widow  and  two  daughters,  who,  after 
his  death  sold  the  farm.  Mrs.  Damm  after- 
ward became  the  wife  of  Frederick  Pence  of 
Macomb  county,  and  she  and  her  daughters 
then  removed  to  his  farm  on  the  old  Romeo 
plank  road,  where  they  lived  for  two  years, 
when  her  second  husband  died.  She  married 
a  third  time  to  Joseph  Omeig  of  Macomb 
township,  who  soon  afterward  bought  the  farm 
upon  which  Charles  Holtz  is  now  living. 
There  they  lived  in  comfort  until  1887,  when 
Mr.  Omeig  traded  the  farm  to  Mr.  Holtz  and 
his  father  and  retiring  from  active  business 
life,  took  up  his  abode  in  Mount  Clemens, 
where  he  and  his  wife  are  still  living.  The 
younger  sister  of  Mrs.  Holtz  is  Mary,  the  wife 
of  William  Stewart  of  Detroit. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holtz  were  born  six 
children:  Agnes,  who  was  born  January  30, 
1877,  and  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Schott  of  the4 
firm  of  Hubarth  &  Schott,  contractors  and 
builders  of  Mount  Clemens ;  Edward,  who 
was  born  January  29,  1879,  and  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  with  Hubarth  &  Schott,  but 
is  now  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm;  Liz- 
ette  W.,  born  November  18,  1880,  a  saleslady 
in  the  A.  W.  Koenig  dry  goods  store  at  De- 
troit ;  Emil  J.,  born  September  7,  1883,  a  con- 
ductor on  the  Detroit  United  Railroad,  living 
in  Detroit;  Carl  Albert,  born  March  1,  1887; 
and  Hattie  M.,  born  March  20,  1889,  is  at 
home.  The  first  four  children  were  born  on 
the  old  home  farm  in  Ray  township  and  the 
others   on  the  present  homestead. 

Mr.  Holtz  was  a  member  of  the  school  board 
in  district  No.  1,  Chesterfield  township,  for 
six  years,  and  at  the  same  time  held  the  office 
of  assessor.  He  is  a  member  of  Lakside  Tent 
No.  158,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  in  which  he  was  lieu- 
tenant commander  for  several  years.     He  is  a 


devoted  member  and  faithful  worker  in  the 
German  Lutheran  church  of  New  Baltimore 
and  is  serving  on  its  board  of  trustees.  In 
his  business  career  he  has  always  been  found 
trustworthy,  never  taking  advantage  of  the 
necessities  of  his  fellowmen,  but  through  his 
own  well  directed  efforts  has  won  a  desirable 
success,  making  him  a  substantial  citizen  of 
the  county. 


PHILLIP  A.  KNIGHT,  M.  D. 

Phillip  A.  Knight,  for  more  than  a  half 
century  an  active  member  of  the  medical 
fraternity  of  Macomb  county,  has  led  a  life 
of  signal  usefulness  to  his  fellowmen,  his 
valuable  service  being  not  only  manifest 
along  professional  lines  but  also  in  the  fur- 
therance of  the  material,  intellectual  and 
moral  progress  of  the  community.  He  is 
now  living  retired  in  Mount  Clemens  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  well  merited  rest,  respected 
and  honored  by  all  who  know  him — and  his 
acquaintance  in  the  county  is  a  wide  one. 

Dr.  Knight,  now  seventy-seven  years  of 
age,  was  born  in  Webster,  Monroe  county, 
New  York.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity in  March,  1854,  and  establishing  his 
home  in  Utica,  Macomb  county,  the  same 
spring,  he  continued  in  the  active  jmietiee 
of  his  profession  until  1904,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  has  since 
lived  retired.  He  has  led  a  very  busy  life, 
having  a  large  practice,  for  he  soon  demon- 
strated his  ability  to  cope  with  the  complex 
problems  which  confront  the  physician  in 
liis  efforts  to  restore  health  and  check  the 
ravages  of  disease.  Reading  and  investiga- 
tion kept  him  in  touch  with  the  progress 
made  by  the  medical  profession  as  the  years 
went  by,  and  while  he  did  not  quickly  dis- 
card the  old  methods,  the  value  of  which 
he  had  proven,  he  was  nevertheless  always 
ready  to  take  up  any  new  ideas  or  improve- 
ment which  he  believed  would  prove  effec- 
tive in  promoting  his  work  and  increase  his 
efficiency  in  his  practice.  He  assisted  in 
organizing  the  Northeastern  District  Medi- 
cal Society  in  1854,  was  elected  its  president 
seven  different  times  and  is  now  the  only 
survivor  among  its  original  members. 

While  residing  in  Utica,  Dr.  Knight  took 
a  very  active  and  helpful  part  in  public 
affairs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Utica  high 
school  board  for  thirty-five  years  and  did 
much    to    awaken    a    deep    interest    in    this 
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school  and  to  raise  its  standard  of  excel- 
lence, lie  is  an  earnest,  consistent  demo- 
crat and  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  political  affairs.  He  served  as  chairman 
of  the  democratic  county  committee  for  sev- 
eral years  and  while  occupying  that  position 
the  largest  democratic  majorities  were 
polled  that  have  ever  been  given  in  Macomb 
county.  He  has  always  persistently  refused 
to  hold  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  atten- 
tion to  his  professional  duties.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  Utiaa  lodge,  No.  75,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  served  as  its  master  for  twen- 
ty-five years.  His  life  has  been  in  entire 
harmony  with  its  beneficent  teachings,  and 
in  his  practice  he  has  found  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  follow  its  tenets  concerning  mutual 
helpfulness  and  brotherly  kindness.  He 
never  refused  to  respond  to  any  call  made 
upon  him  for  medical  assistance  or  profes- 
sional aid,  even  though  he  knew  no  remun- 
eration would  be  received. 

Dr.  Knight  was  married,  March  30,  1855, 
to  Miss  Clarissa  A.  Ewell,  of  Shelby,  with 
whom  he  traveled  life's  journey  happily  un- 
til July  19,  1899,  when  she  was  called  to 
her  final  home.  Dr.  Knight,  now  living  re- 
tired in  Mount  Clemens,  commands  the 
esteem  of  all  who  know  aught  of  his  career, 
for  though  he  has  never  sought  public  prom- 
inence, he  has  so  lived  that  his  life  has  been 
of  much  benefit  to  his  fellowmen,  and  has 
exemplified  in  his  career  many  sterling 
traits   of  character. 


GEORGE   GRAHAM. 

George  Graham,  who  follows  farming, 
stock-raising  and  dairying  on  section  6,  Ray 
township,  where  he  owns  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  has  lived  in  Michigan 
since  1884  and  in  Macomb  county  since  1898. 
He  is  a  native  of  England,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  county  Durham,  March  9,  1857. 
He  comes  of  old  English  ancestry,  his  par- 
ents, Edward  and  Isabella  (Surtees)  Gra- 
ham, both  representing  old  families  of  that 
country.  The  father  was  born  in  Manchester 
and  followed  farming  in  his  native  land. 
Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  daughter  all  are  yet  living.  One 
son,  Edward  Graham,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Colorado.  The  mother,  now  eighty-seven 
years  of  age,  resides  at  the  old  home  place. 
A  sister,  Anna,  is  the  wife  of  George  "Wilson 
of  countv  Durham,  England.     Sarah,  who  is 


unmarried,  resides  with  her  brother  William. 
Priseilla  died  when  about  four  years  of  age. 
George   Graham  was  reared  in  his  native 
land  and  is  indebted  to  its  public-school  sys- 
tem   for    the    educational    privileges  he   en- 
joyed.   He  was  married  in  England,  June  22, 
1882,  to  Miss  Emma  Brown,   who  was  born 
in  Northumberland  county,   England,  where 
she  spent  the  days  of  her  girlhood  and  youth. 
Her   father    was   Daniel   Brown.      After   his 
marriage  Mr.  Graham  carried  on  farming  in 
England  for  two  or  three  years,  but  thinking 
that  he  might  enjoy  better  business  opportu- 
nities in  the  new  world,  he  came  to  America 
in    1884,    first   visiting   in    Canada.      A  year 
later    he    located    at    Greenfield,    Michigan, 
where  he  rented  a  farm,   continuing  its  im- 
provement for  about  thirteen  years,   during 
which   time  he   devoted  his   energies   largely 
to  market  gardening  and  the  dairy  business. 
He   was   within   a   half   mile   of   the   Detroit 
city  limits.     In  the  spring  of  1897  he  bought 
the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides  and  soon 
began  its  further  development  and  improve- 
ment,    Tearing   down   the    old   flouring   mill 
which  stood  here,  he  built  a  good  barn  and 
has  since  fenced  the  place  with  a  woven  wire 
fence.     He   has  made   other  permanent   and 
substantial   improvements   and  has  enhanced 
the  productiveness  of  the  fields  by  the  liberal 
use  of  fertilizers.     Upon  the  place  is  a  large 
and  substantial    brick    residence   which  was 
erected  by  Dr.  Gray.    This  is  one  of  the  most 
commodious  homes   in  the  township,  having 
been  erected  at  a  cost  of  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars.     In   addition   to   his   farming  interests, 
Mr.  Graham  is  a  stockholder  in  the  creamery 
association  and  he  keeps  plenty  of  milch  cows 
upon  his  farm,  selling  the  cream  to  the  cream- 
ery.     He   has   a   skimming   station   upon  his 
farm.     Mr.  Graham  was  in  limited  financial 
circumstances  when  he  came  to  the  new  world, 
but   though   empty-handed,   he  possessed   en- 
terprise and  determination  and  by  frugal  liv- 
ing, resolute  purpose  and  unfaltering  energy 
he  gained  a  good  start  and  in  due  course  of 
time  has  become  one  of  the  substantial  res- 
idents of  his  adopted  county.     He  has  been 
greatly   assisted  by  his   estimable   wife,   who 
has   indeed   been   a   faithful   companion   and 
helpmate   on  life's   journey. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  have  been  born 
four  children,  Anna  S.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Neil  Gass,  a  farmer  of  Ray  township,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children,  Dale  G.  and  Clara 
G. ;  John  A.,  at  home;  Lillian  P.  and  George 
E.  They  also  lost  one  child,  Florence  May, 
who  died  when  but  five  weeks  old. 
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Politically  Mr.  Graham  is  a  republican 
where  national  issues  are  involved,  but  at 
local  elections  he  votes  independently  of 
party  ties.  He  is  a  believer  in  good  schools 
and  competent  teachers,  and  while  serving 
on  the  school  board  has  done  much  to  pro- 
mote the  efficiency  of  the  system  of  public 
education  in  his  iocality.  lie  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Romeo  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Grange  and  of  the  Macomb  County  Mutual 
Insurance  Company.  He  has  the  entire  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  associated  and  his  life  record  proves  how 
valuable  are  the  traits  of  energy  and  deter- 
mination in  the  world's  great  field  of  labor. 


JOHN   A.  BREWER, 

John  A.  Brewer  is  a  typical  business  man 
of  the  middle  west,  alert,  enterprising  and 
progressive,  capably  conducting  varied  in- 
terests, his  efforts  being  so  discerningly  di- 
rected that  he  has  realized  at  every  point  of 
his  career  the  utmost  possibility  for  accom- 
plishment at  that  point,  He  is  now  engaged 
in  locating,  buying  and  dealing  in  town  lots 
in  Michigan,  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  lie 
is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  this 
part  of  the  state,  having  located  in  Oakland 
county,  about  six  miles  from  Romeo,  in  Au- 
gust, '1833. 

Mr.  Brewer  was  born  in  Greene  county. 
New  York,  February  12,  1833,  and  his  father, 
Peter  Brewer,  was  born  in  the  same  county, 
in  1719.  The  family  comes  of  Holland  an- 
cestry and  was  founded  in  Massachusetts  in 
early  colonial  days.  Peter  Brewer  was  reared 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity  and  was  married 
in  that  county  to  Miss  Mary  Turns,  a  native 
of  Ireland,  who  was  brought  to  the  new  world 
in  her  infancy  and  was  reared  in  Greene 
county,  New  York.  Mr.  Brewer  learned  and 
followed  the  mason's  trade  in  early  life  and 
in  1833  he  removed  with  his  family,  then 
consisting  of  his  wife  and  four  children,  to 
Michigan,  arriving  in  Oakland  county  in  Au- 
gust of  that  year.  There  he  entered  land 
from  which  he  cleared  the  timber  and  then 
plowed  and  planted  the  fields,  ultimately  im- 
proving a  good  farm  of  two  hundred  acres. 
There  he  reared  his  family  and  spent  his 
remaining  days,  passing  away  in  1866,  when 
about  seventy-five  years  of  age.  His  wife 
died  on  the  same  day  and  they  were  interred 
in  the  same  grave.  In  their  family  were  nine 
children,  of  whom  six  are  yet  living:     Ann 


E.  is  the  wife  of  George  llarma,  of  Tuscola 
county,  Michigan.  Peter  W.  lives  in  Saginaw. 
John  A.  is  the  next  living.  Abraham  N., 
now  deceased,  owned  and  operated  the  old 
homestead  and  passed  away  there.  Mark  S., 
who  was  a  lawyer  and  prominent  politician 
of  Michigan,  residing  in  Pontiac,  repre- 
sented his  district  in  the  state  legislature  and 
was  consul  to  Berlin  under  President  Gar- 
field for  four  years  and  was  for  some  years 
a  member  of  the  Naval  Service  Commission 
in  Washington,  I).  C,  where  he  died  March 
18,  1901.  Mary  L.  is  the  wife  of  Moses 
Yuran,  of  Flushing,  Genesee  county.  Lydia 
is  the  wife  of  George  Marvin,  of  Ovid,  Michi- 
gan. Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  McMas- 
ters,  of  St.  Clair  county,  this  state.  Addison 
P.,  who  had  always  associated  with  John  A., 
died  May  5,  1905. 

John  A.  Brewer  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Oakland  county  upon  the  old  homestead  farm 
and  pursued  ins  education  in  the  district 
schools.  Through  the  months  of  summer  he 
assisted  his  father  and  after  putting  aside 
his  text-books  altogether  he  continued  his 
work  upon  the  home  farm  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  lie  had  studied  surveying  and 
for  over  thirty  years  he  did  survey  work  in 
the  pine  lands.  This  brought  him  an  excel- 
lent knowledge  of  the  forests  and  realizing 
their  value  he  has  purchased  and  owned  large 
tracts  of  pine  lands  and  also  located  such 
lands  for  others,  continuing  in  the  business 
until  1900.  He  also  dealt  in  lands  in  some 
of  the  southern  states  and  in  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota.  For  a  number  of  years  he  main- 
tained his  residence  in  Saginaw. 

In  1872  Mr.  Brewer  was  united  in  marriage 
in  Saginaw  to  Miss  A r villa  Johnson,  who  was 
born  in  Canada,  January  5,  1846,  a  daughter 
of  Moses  and  Mary  (McGarvin)  Johnson. 
She  came  to  Michigan  in  her  childhood  days 
and  was  reared  in  Bay  City  and  Saginaw. 
Her  parents  lived  with  her  for  many  years, 
and  the  father  died  in  1886  and  the  mother  in 
1887. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Brewer  was  connected  with 
the  Soo  canal  and  he  served  as  county  sur- 
veyor and  continued  to  locate  lands  for  nine 
years.  He  afterward  wesit  to  work  for  the 
F.  &  P.  M.  Railroad,  looking  after  the  land 
granted  for  building  the  road,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  serve  in  that  capacity  for  seven  or 
eight  years.  About  1877  lie  removed  his  fam- 
ily to  Oakland  county,  where  he  resided  for 
several  years,  this  place  adjoining  the  old 
family  homestead  there.  He  has  a  farm  of 
six   hundred    acres    which   is   well    improved 
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and  is  equipped  with  hum iern  buildings.  He 
devoted  his  energies  to  it&  further  cultivation 
and  development  until  1885,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Romeo,  where  he  purchased  resi- 
dence property  and  from  this  town  he  gives 
his  supervision  to  his  favm. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewer  have  been  born 
four  children:  John  J.,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 5,  1876,  was  married  to  Flora  (ioeschel, 
of  Bay  City,  and  is  a  b  isiness  man  of  Ar- 
mada :  Mary  A.,  born  November  8,  1873,  is 
at  home;  Lillian  M.,  born  November  30,  1878, 
is  the  wife  of  Frederick  S  nith,  of  Wyandotte, 
Michigan;  and  Clarence  Arthur,  born  No- 
vember 24,  1885,  died  M*y  11,  1887. 

Politically  Mr.  Brewer  is  a  stanch  repub- 
lican but  has  never  be-n  an  aspirant  for 
office,  giving  his  time  and  attention  to  his 
business  affairs.  His  wif«>  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.  Few  residents  of  this  sec- 
tion of  Michigan  have  so  long  been  connected 
with  the  state,  but  Mr.  Brewer  has  for  sev- 
enty-two years  been  a  m  itness  of  the  work 
of  improvement  and  development  here.  He 
was  only  a  few  months  o*d  when  brought  to 
the  west  and  as  the  years  have  gone  by  he 
has  seen  the  changes  whi-3h  have  gained  for 
Michigan  all  the  comforts1,  conveniences  and 
advantages  of  the  older  civilization  of  the 
east.  In  an  active  business  career  he  has  dis- 
played marked  persistency  of  purpose  and 
keen  discernment,  and  the>e  qualities,  supple- 
menting his  indefatigable  energy,  have  been 
strong  points  in  winning  liim  the  comfortable 
competence  which   is   now  his. 


HARRY  FERRIS  TAYLOR,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Harry  Ferris  Taylor,  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Mount  Clemens,  with 
a  large  bathing  practice,  is  a  member  of  a 
family  which  through  three  successive  gen- 
erations has  been  represented  in  the  medical 
fraternity.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Henry 
Taylor,  was  first  licensed  to  practice  by  the 
Ohio  state  board  of  medical  examiners  and 
later  by  the  Michigan  state  board.  He  prac- 
ticed in  Mount  Clemens  from  1822  until  1876, 
covering  more  than  a  half  century,  and  his 
professional  labors  were  ended  by  death,  De- 
cember 13,  1876.  He  was  a  very  prominent 
figure  in  this  locality,  aiding  largely  in  shap- 
ing its  pioneer  development  and  later-day 
progress,  and  he  was  one  of  the  early  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Medical  Association 
and  one  of  the  first  presidents  of  the  Michi- 
gan Medical  Association.     An  extremely  pro- 


gressive man,  he  was  in  advance  of  the  times 
in  which  he  lived,  in  intellectual  as  well  as 
professional  attainments.  He  possessed  great 
strength  and  agility,  was  a  splendid  athlete 
and  in  making  his  professional  visits  always 
rode  horseback,  utilizing  that  method  of 
travel  when,  because  of  the  pioneer  condition 
of  the  state,  he  was  forced  to  ride  many  miles 
to  see  his  patients.  He  married  Nancy  Wall- 
ing, who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  1799, 
and  died  in  1879.  She  was  reared  by  Gov- 
ernor Horatio  Seymour's  family,  at  Utica, 
New  York.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Marie, 
Louise,  Henry  and  J.  Seymour,  but  all  are 
now  deceased. 

Henry  Taylor,  Jr.,  father  of  Dr.  II.  F.  Tay- 
lor, was  born  in  Mount  Clemens  and,  becom- 
ing a  member  of  the  medical  fraternity,  prac- 
ticed in  this  city  from  1852  until  1889.  He 
practiced  for  a  year  before  attaining  his  ma- 
jority and  then  returned  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich- 
igan, where  he  completed  his  education  in  the 
State  University  and  received  his  diploma. 
He  was  very  successful  in  his  chosen  life 
work  and  secured  a  large  practice.  In  con- 
nection with  his  father,  he  was  the  originator 
of  the  bathing  interests  of  Mount  Clemens, 
for  they,  with  others,  built  the  first  bath- 
houses here,  after  tin1  chemical  analysis  of 
the  water  was  made  in  1872,  its  value  as  a 
remedial  agency  being  thus  demonstrated. 
His  death  occurred  March  9,  1889,  when  he 
was  fifty-six  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Maria  Ferris,  was 
also  a  native  of  Mount  Clemens. 

Dr.  Harry  Ferris  Taylor  was  born  in 
Mount  Clemens,  July  31,  1862,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Mount  Clemens  high  school, 
a  department  of  the  Union  school,  in  1880. 
He  then  went  to  Lansing,  Michigan,  and 
occupied  the  position  of  clerk  to  the  secretary 
of  state  for  two  years,  when  determining  to 
engage  in  the  professional  service  which  his 
father  and  grandfather  had  made  their  life 
work,  he  matriculated  in  the  Detroit  College 
of  Medicine,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1886.  The  same  year  he  began  practice  in 
Mount  Clemens,  where  he  has  since  remained, 
and  from  the  beginning  he  has  met  with  grati- 
fving  success,  having  now  a  large  patronage. 
Whether  this  is  due  to  inherited  tendency, 
natural  predilection  or  to  his  careful  and 
thorough  preparation,  it  is  impossible  to  de- 
termine. Perhaps  all  have  contributed  to  the 
result,  but  at  all  events  he  has  for  a  number 
of  years  ranked  with  the  leading  members 
of   the   medical    fraternity    in   this   city.     In 
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November,  1888,  he  became  medical  director 
of  the  Original  Bathhouse,  and  thus  continued 
for  twelve  years,  since  which  time  he  has  en- 
gaged in  general  practice,  giving  much  of 
his  time,  however,  to  bathing  practice.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, the  Michigan,  Macomb  County  and 
Northeastern  District  Medical  Associations. 
He  has  had  no  business  connections  outside  of 
his  practice,  save  from  1896  until  1900  when 
he  conducted  the  Avery  Hotel. 

Dr.  Taylor  has  a  daughter,  Myrtle  Avery 
Taylor.  lie  has  a  very  wide  and  favorable 
acquaintance  in  the  city  wrhich  has  always 
been  the  place  of  his  residence  and  the  con- 
sensus of  public  opinion  accords  him  high 
rank  in  his  profession. 


WILLIAM  II.  MARVIN. 

The  kindly  spirit  which  has  ever  been  one 
of  the  marked  characteristics  of  William  II. 
Marvin  and  which  has  Avon  him  many  warm 
friends,  is  manifest  to  all  who  come  into  con- 
tact with  this  leading  and  representative  cit- 
izen of  Utica.  A  native  son  of  Michigan,  he 
was  born  October  14,  1842,  in  Ypsilanti,  this 
state,  while  his  parents  were  natives  of  New 
York.  His  preliminary  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  district  schools  and  for  several 
terms  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  similar 
institutions,  but  not  content  with  the  advan- 
tages he  had  enjoyed  in  that  direction  he  en- 
tered the  State  Normal  School  of  Ypsilanti, 
in  1866,  remaining  there  as  a  student  for 
three  years,  but  his  close  application  to  his 
books  caused  ill  health  and  he  had  to  relin- 
quish his  cherished  desire  of  graduating  from 
that  noted  institution.  For  almost  two  years 
his  health  was  in  a  perilous  condition,  but 
improving  he  turned  his  attention  for  two 
years  to  the  real  estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness in  Ithaca,  Gratiot  county,  canvassing 
among  the  farmers  on  foot  in  order  that  the 
outdoor  life  might  restore  his  old-time  vigor 
and  health.  There  he  continued  in  business 
until  1871,  when  he  removed  to  Toledo,  Ohio, 
where  he  conducted  an  insurance  office  and 
later  published  the  first  local  railroad  guide 
ever  issued  there.  The  outcome  of  this  was 
a  prosperous  publication.  In  1873  he  turned 
his  attention  to  journalistic  work  and  opened 
a  job  office  in  Toledo,  but  not  finding  this  as 
successful  a  venture  as  he  had  anticipated  he 
shipped  his  materials  to  Utica  in  1876  and 
began  the  publication  of  the  Sentinel,  the  first 
paper  published  in  this  village  after  the  col- 


lapse of  the  Utica  Enterprise,  more  than  sixty 
years  before. 

While  living  in  Ithaca  Mr.  Marvin  was 
married,  October  4,  1868,  to  Miss  Laura  E. 
Smith,  who  died  January  30,  1903,  leaving  a 
daughter,  Pearl,  who  is  an  active  assistant  in 
her  father's  office  and  is  also  an  officer  of 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  organist  in 
the   Congregational  church. 

Mr.  Marvin  also  had  another  daughter  who 
died  in  1896,  leaving  a  son  at  her  death, 
who  is  now  a  member  of  Mr.  Marvin's  family. 

Mr.  Marvin  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Congregational 
church  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  active 
and  prominent  in  affairs  of  the  village  and 
for  some  years  has  served  as  its  chief  execu- 
tive. He  has  also  been  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Eastern  Michigan  Press  Club  and 
the  Michigan  Village  Officers'  Association, 
and  these  organizations  have  done  effective 
work  under  his  guidance  and  through  his  co- 
operation. In  all  public  affairs  he  is  deeply 
interested,  and  is  the  champion  of  every  meas- 
ure contributing  to  general  progress  in  the 
village.  His  attention  naturally  is  given  in 
the  largest  measure  to  his  business  affairs, 
and  he  has  a  good  printing  office  well  equipped 
with  all  modern  improvements  and  showing 
the  latest  inventions  in  machinery  and  all 
accessories.  In  Utica  not  to  know  Mr.  Mar- 
vin is  to  argue  oneself  unknown  and  there 
is  no  resident  here  who  enjoys  in  higher  de- 
gree the  full  confidence  and  esteem  of  the 
community. 


ALDEN   GILDINGS. 


Aid  en  Giddings,  now  deceased,  was  for 
twenty  years  an  active  business  man  of 
Romeo,  and  was  well  known  in  commercial 
circles  in  this  city  and  Macomb  county.  He 
was  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of 
the  county,  having  arrived  here  in  1857. 
A  native  son  of  New  England,  his  birth  oc- 
curred in  Stafford,  Connecticut,  in  1820,  and 
he  there  pursued  his  education  and  in  early 
life  began  work  in  a  sash  and  blind  factory 
in  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Later  he  was  en- 
gaged in  that  line  of  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count for  a  number  of  years. 

While  still  residing  in  the  east  Mr.  Gid- 
dings was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Seymour, 
the  wedding  taking  place  in  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, in  1849.  The  lady  was  a  native 
of  that  city  and  the  years  of  her  childhood 
and  youth  were  there  passed.     It  was  in  the 
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year  1857  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giddings  left 
Connecticut  and  came  to  Michigan,  settling 
in  Romeo,  where  his  two  brothers,  E.  W.  and 
M.  A.  Giddings,  had  previously  located,  be- 
coming prominent  business  men  of  the  town. 
Alden  Giddings  established  his  home  in 
Romeo,  opening  a  dry  goods  store  here  and 
secured  a  good  trade,  his  patronage  steadily 
increasing,  so  that  he  annually  received  a 
good  income  upon  his  investment.  His  store 
was  well  stocked  with  a  modern  line  of  goods 
and  his  reasonable  prices  and  fair  dealing 
secured  him  a  trade  which  was  liberal  and 
gratifying.  For  twenty  years  he  continued 
a  factor  in  mercantile  life  here  and  then  sold 
out,  after  which  he  lived  retired,  having 
accumulated  a  competence  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply him  with  all  the  necessities  and  many 
of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life.  He 
was  also  a  director  and  stockholder  in  the 
Citizens  Bank  and  became  recognized  as  a 
financier  and  capitalist  of  ability.  He  pos- 
sessed sound  business  judgment  and  what- 
ever he  undertook  he  carried  forward  to 
successful  completion . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giddings  became  the  parents 
of  four  children  but  only  one  is  now  living: 
Helen  S.,  the  wife  of  Edward  Phelps,  a  busi- 
ness man  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  who 
for  twenty-five  years  has  been  connected 
with  the  comptroller's  office  in  that  city. 
One  son  and  daughter  died  in  infancy,  while 
George  "W.  reached  mature  years  and  mar- 
ried Sarah  Stewart,  of  Romeo,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Canada.  There  are 
two  daughters  of  this  union — Margaret  and 
Lillian,  who  are  now  students  in  the  high 
school.  George  Wight  Giddings  was  a  finan- 
cier and  enterprising  business  man,  who  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  management  of  his 
affairs  and  conducted  the  business  with  suc- 
cess until  his  death,  which  occurred  January 
28,  1904. 

Mr.  Giddings  died  in  October,  1886.  He 
would  never  hold  office,  preferring  to  give 
his  undivided  attention  to  business  affairs 
when  connected  with  mercantile  interests  in 
Romeo.  In  matters  of  citzenship,  however, 
he  wras  progressive  and  public-spirited  and 
his  aid  was  never  sought  in  vain  in  behalf 
of  any  public  measure  for  the  general  good,. 
His  son  held  membership  in  the  Congrega- 
tional church  and  was  one  of  its  liberal  con- 
tributors while  the  father  gave  generously 
toward  the  erection  of  the  present  fine  house 
of  wrorship  in  Romeo  and  served  as  a  member 
of  the  building  committee.  Mrs.  Giddings 
and   her   daughter-in-law,    Mrs.    George   W. 


Giddings,  and  her  family  reside  at  the  old 
home  built  by  the  husband  and  father.  This 
is  one  of  the  attractive  residences  of  Romeo. 
They  are  also  members  of  the  Congregational 
church.  Both  ladies  have  the  solace  that 
their  husbands  were  of  value  in  citizenship 
and  respected  in  public  and  private  life. 
The  loss  of  both  was  deeply  felt  in  the  com- 
munity, where  they  had  so  directed  their 
efforts  as  to  win  recognition  because  of  their 
success  and  also  by  reason  of  the  honorable 
methods  which  they  ever  followed. 


THOMAS  B.    ENGLEHART,   M.   D. 

Among  those  who  devote  their  time  and 
energies  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and  have 
gained  a  leading  place  in  the  ranks  of  the 
profession  is  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Englehart,  of 
Mount  Clemens.  He  was  born  on  the  9th  of 
July,  1824,  in  the  wild  woods  of  Ohio,  when 
that  state  was  on  the  frontier,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Rachel  Englehart,  His  ances- 
tors came  to  this  country  from  Germany  some 
years  before  the  Revolutionary  war  and  set- 
tled on  Chesapeake  bay  in  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware. Representatives  of  the  family  later 
migrated  to  Pennsylvania  and  in  coming  still 
further  west   established  homes   in   Ohio. 

In  that  state  Dr.  Englehart  passed  the  days 
of  his  boyhood  and  youth  and  acquired  his 
early  education  in  the  log  schoolhouse  so 
common  at  that  time.  It  was  decided  that 
he  should  learn  the  carpenter's  trade;  but  as 
his  taste  was  for  books,  he  finally  determined 
to  enter  the  medical  profession  and  studied 
with  that  end  in  view.  In  1844  and  1845  he 
attended  the  Literary  and  Scientific  Institute 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  after  his  graduation 
he  entered  the  Physio-Medical  Institute,  of 
the  same  city,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1847,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 

After  leaving  college  Dr.  Englehart  en- 
gaged in  the  general  practice  of  medicine  in 
Ohio  for  five  years,  but  since  that  time  has 
made  a  specialty  of  the  treatment  of  chronic 
diseases.  He  spent  several  years  in  New 
York  city  and  Brooklyn,  and  in  1872  re- 
moved to' Buffalo,  to  take  charge  of  the  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Institute,  being  at  its  head 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  For  the  past  five 
years,  however,  he  has  made  his  home  in 
Mount  Clemens  and  has  an  office  at  No.  20 
South  Gratiot  avenue.  He  has  met  with  ex- 
cellent success  in  his  chosen  profession  and 
his  ability  is  recognized  by  all.  As  a  pro- 
gressive   member   of   the   medical    fraternity, 
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he   belongs  to   several   medical   societies    and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  their  work. 

The  Doctor  was  in  the  military  service  of 
his  country  for  a  few  weeks  at  the  time  of 
Morgan's  raid  on  Cincinnati  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  he  has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  republican  party  since  its  birth  under 
the  oaks  at  Jackson,  Michigan,  but  he  has 
never  cared  for  the  honors  of  public  office, 
preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  at- 
tention to  his  professional  labors.  For  fifty- 
five  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  has  been 
connected  with  the  Royal  Arcanum  for  twen- 
ty-two years.  He  affiliates  with  no  church 
organization,  being  radical  in  his  views  on 
religious  questions  and  an  advocate  of  hu- 
manitarian principles.  A  man  of  deep  re- 
search and  careful  investigation,  his  skill  and 
ability  have  won  him  a  prominent  place  in  the 
medical  profession  and  he  is  very  popular 
with  all  classes  of  people. 


MARTIN    CROCKER. 

Martin  Crocker  was  born  in  New  Balti- 
more, Macomb  county,  February  7,  1858,  a 
son  of  Judge  Thomas  Martin  Crocker,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and 
Fandira  Emory,  of  Vermont,  a  descendant  of 
early  New  England  colonial  stock.  Her  grand- 
father was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  her 
father  and  mother  were  Michigan  territorial 
settlers  in  the  early  '80s.  Miss  Emory 
taught  school  in  Macomb  county  a  few  terms 
before  her  marriage. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  three  grand- 
fathers who  fought  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion for  the  independence  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  county, 
where  he  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life,  his 
early  education  being  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  of  Mount  Clemens,  supplemented  by 
some  elective  studies  in  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity. He  entered  upon  the  study  of  law 
in  the  winter  of  1876-7  in  the  law  offices  of 
Crocker  &  Hutchins,  the  former  his  father 
and  the  latter  his  brother-in-law7,  II.  B. 
Hutchins,  the  present  dean  of  Michigan's 
great  law  school  at  Ann  Arbor.  Martin  also 
attended  the  law  school  at  Ann  Arbor,  being 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880  and  at  once  en- 
terd  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession.  For 
nine  years  he  was  alone,  during  which  time 
he  attended  to  all  sorts  of  law  business. 

Martin  Crocker  is  politically  a  democrat. 
In  1881  he  wras  elected  alderman  of  the  first 
ward   of  Mount   Clemens  and   in   1883   was 


chosen  alderman-at-large.  Notwithstanding 
his  youth,  he  was,  during  his  service,  chair- 
man of  the  street  committee  and  the  com- 
mittee on  claims  and  accounts.  He  was  also 
selected  president  pro  tern  of  the  council.  In 
1885  he  was  appointed  city  attorney,  serving 
until  1888,  when  he  accepted  the  federal  ap- 
pointment of  special  deputy  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  Port  Huron,  with  fifty  employes  un- 
der him.  In  1887  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  state  legislature,  where  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  judiciary  committee.  He  it  was 
who  introduced  the  resolution  in  the  Dayton 
case  resulting  in  expulsion  of  that  member 
from  the  house,  the  first  instance  of  the  kind 
in  Michigan.  While  he  was  special  deputy 
collector  of  customs  at  Port  Huron  he  made 
a  ruling  on  the  importers,  Wilheam  & 
Graham,  since  one  of  the  leading  cases  in 
the  United  States  courts.  lie  also  decided 
that  the  Grand  Trunk  railway  pay  duty  on 
its  million  dollars'  worth  of  imported  steel, 
but  on  the  St.  Clair  tunnel  case  Mr.  Crocker 
decided  the  tunnel  differed  from  the  Soo 
river  bridge,  whereon  duty  was  charged,  the 
bridge  resting  upon  piers,  the  steel  being 
placed  thereon  from  boats,  while  in  the  tun- 
nel case  the  parts  had  to  be  first  landed  and 
then  put  under  the  river.  Mr.  Crocker  held 
the  landing  on  the  shore  made  them  liable 
to  duty  and  his  decision  was  sustained  at 
Washington  and  is  now  a  recognized  leading 
ruling  on  international  questions  of  that 
character. 

On  the  election  of  President  Harrison  Mr. 
Crocker  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Mount  Clemens  with  his  father,  the 
firm  name  being  Crocker  &  Crocker.  In  1890 
he  was  elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the 
state  senate,  lie  was  the  recognized  leader 
of  his  party  in  that  body.  He  was  chairman 
of  the  investigation  committee  in  the  cele- 
brated case  of  Freidlander  versus  Morse.  He 
had  charge  of  the  Dickinson  county  contest 
that  awakened  national  attention  in  which  he 
was  a  central  figure.  He  was  also  the  advo- 
cate in  the  senate  of  an  act  providing1  for  the 
election  of  presidential  electors  of  the  United 
States  by  congressional  districts  in  Michigan. 
The  debates  on  this  measure  w^ere  most  stren- 
uous, Mr.  Crocker  being  the  storm  center ; 
the  press  of  the  entire  United  States  gave 
this  question  full  attention.  The  measure 
became  a  law;  its  validity  wTas  at  once  at- 
tacked in  the  Michigan  supreme  court;  the 
act  was  held  to  be  good  by  the  Michigan  su- 
preme court;  the  contestants  secured  a  re- 
moval of  the  cause  to  the  United  States  su- 
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preme  court,  where  the  constitutionality  of 
the  act  was  affirmed  in  146  U.  S.  1. 

In  1896  Mr.  Crocker  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Chicago  national  convention  which  nominat- 
ed Bryan  for  president,  In  the  spring  of 
1902  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, giving  the  people  a  progressive,  satis- 
factory administration.  In  the  fall  of  1902 
he  was  the  choice  of  his  party  for  congress, 
and  although  defeated  by  the  Hon.  Henry 
McMorran,  he  received  the  largest  vote 
given  any  democratic  candidate  in  his  dis- 
trict in  ten  years. 

Mr.  Crocker  is  a  busy  man,  his  practice 
having  covered  an  unusually  wide  range.  He 
has  a  comprehensive  and  thorough  under- 
standing of  many  departments  of  jurispru- 
dence, with  a  clientage  of  a  distinctively  rep- 
resentative character,  and  has  been  connect- 
ed with  causes  in  all  the  state  and  federal 
courts. 

Mr.  Crocker  has  not  confined  his  attention 
entirely  to  legal  and  political  labors,  but  has 
manifested  excellent  business  ability  in  other 
lines.  He  has  contributed  in  a  large  and  im- 
portant measure  already  to  the  growth  and 
development  of  Mount  Clemens,  having 
platted  seven  additions  to  the  city,  besides 
purchasing  three  others  already  platted, 
while  as  the  champion  of  many  progressive 
public  measures  he  has  promoted  her  wel- 
fare. 

In  1887  Mr.  Crocker  was  married  to  Miss 
Emily  Sabin,  likewise  possessed  of  a  Revolu- 
tionary ancestry.  She  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Carlton  Sabin,  who  came  to  Michigan 
in  an  early  day,  settling  in  the  northern  part 
of  Macomb  county,  where  he  founded  the 
village  of  Memphis.  They  have  one  child, 
Sabin  Crocker,  born  in  1893. 

Mr.  Crocker  was  made  a  Mason  in  1881, 
belonging  to  the  lodge  and  chapter,  and  he 
is  also  a  Maccabee.  His  life  has  been  one 
of  untiring  activity,  crowned  with  a  high 
degree  of  success,  being  highly  esteemed 
both  as  a  citizen  and  lawyer.  His  kindly 
impulses  and  charming  cordiality  of  man- 
ner have  rendered  him  exceedingly  popular 
with  all  classes. 


JOHN  L.  HOTHAM. 

John  L.  Hotham,  carrying  on  general  farm- 
ing on  section  21,  Sterling  township,  was 
born  on  section  17  of  the  same  township, 
January  27,  1844,  his  parents  being  Richard 
and  Jane  (Ilinman)  Hotham.  They  came 
from    a    place    near    Beriffle,   England,   and 


were  married  in  that  country.  When  the 
father  came  to  Macomb  county  he  had  to  cut 
his  own  road  for  a  mile.  He  took  up  land 
from  the  government,  for  much  of  it  in  this 
portion  of  the  state  was  yet  unclaimed.  He 
worked  in  Detroit  for  a  few  weeks  and  could 
at  that  time  easily  have  purchased  the  land 
where  the  city  hall  now  stands  for  ten  shil- 
lings per  acre.  However,  he  purchased  ten 
acres  at  Bloomneld,  near  where  he  lived  for 
a  year,  after  which  he  came  to  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Hotham  homestead,  residing 
thereon  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  As  the 
years  passed  he  prospered  in  his  undertakings 
and  by  judicious  investment  became  the 
owner  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land, 
of  which  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  is  still 
in  possession  of  his  children.  lie  was  eighty- 
two  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  demise  and 
his  wife  was  eighty-six  years  of  age  when 
she  passed  away,  their  remains  being  interred 
in  the  Utica  cemetery.  There  were  five  chil- 
dren in  their  family  when  they  emigrated 
from  England  to  the  new  world  and  here 
six  children  were  added  to  the  household. 
Four  of  the  number  are  yet  living :  Mrs. 
Betsey  Andrews,  who  resides  in  Washington, 
Macomb  county ;  William,  who  resides  upon 
a  part  of  the  old  homestead;  Harriet,  who 
married  Norton  Chapman  and  lives  in  Holly, 
Michigan  ;  and  John  L. 

In  the  district  schools  John  L.  Hotham 
pursued  his  education,  putting  aside  his  text- 
books at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  when  he 
began  farming  for  himself  on  his  father's 
land.  He  worked  this  place  until  his  brother 
William  returned  from  California,  where  he 
had  been  engaged  in  mining  for  thirteen 
years.  As  a  companion  and  helpmate  for 
life's  journey  Mr.  Hotham  chose  Miss  Bertha 
Smith,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  De- 
cember 26,  1866.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Harriet  (Anderson)  Smith.  The  father 
came  from  New  York  when  he  was  a  small 
child  with  his  parents,  the  grandfather  set- 
tling at  Seven  Mile  House  near  Detroit,  while 
the  Andersons  took  up  their  abode  three 
miles  south  of  Rochester,  Michigan.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, but  only  three  are  now  living:  John, 
who  resides  two  miles  south  of  Rochester; 
Mrs.  Hotham,  who  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict school  of  Avon  and  lived  at  that  place 
until  the  time  of  her  marriage;  and  Hattie, 
who  makes  her  home  with  her  brother.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  passed  away,  their 
remains  having  been  interred  in  Rochester. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hotham  were  born  nine 
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children :  Edith,  the  wife  of  Day  Summers, 
who  resides  at  Imlay  City,  Lapeer  county, 
Michigan,  and  by  Whom  she  has  two  chil- 
dren; Minnie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
live  years;  Bird,  the  wife  of  William  Mason, 
a  farmer  of  Avon,  Michigan,  by  whom  she  has 
one  child;  Frank,  who  married  Lena  Eck- 
stein, a  daughter  of  Lambert  Eckstein ;  Car- 
rie, who  died  at  the  age  of  four  months ; 
Jennie,  Rose*  Goldia  and  Pearl,  all  at  home. 
The  children  were  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  Bird  and  Frank  also  attended 
the  Utica  high  school. 

Mr.  Ilotham  is  a  democrat  in  his  political 
views  where  national  questions  are  involved, 
but  at  local  elections  votes  independently. 
He  has  been  a  loyal  advocate  of  Masonry 
for  twelve  years,  holding  membership  in  Utica 
Lodge  No.  75,  .A  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Eastern 
Star.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in  his 
farming  operations  and  is  to-day  owner  of 
and  operating  one  hundred  acres  of  land  on 
section  21,  Sterling  township.  His  entire  life 
has  been  passed  in  this  locality  and  he  is  thor- 
oughly conversant  with  the  best  methods  of 
caring  for  his  fields  and  crops.  As  the  years 
pass  he  has  prospered  and  is  now  one  of  the 
substantial  agriculturists  of  his  community. 


OMAR  DANIEL  THOMPSON. 

Omar  Daniel  Thompson  has  for  a  half 
century  been  identified  with  educational 
work  in  Macomb  county  and  no  man  within 
its  borders  has  done  as  much  to  further  the 
public  school  interests  as  he.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Millport,  New  York,  December  23, 
1835,  his  parents  being  Daniel  B.  and  Elvira 
Thompson.  The  Thompsons  were  originally 
from  Connecticut,  being  numbered  among 
the  pioneer  families  of  that  state.  Both 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Daniel  Thompson  were  natives 
of  Chemung  county,  New  York.  She  died 
during  the  early  boyhood  of  her  son  Omar, 
while  the  father,  who  was  born  in  1805, 
passed  away  in  1884. 

Omar  D.  Thompson  is  indebted  to  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  town  for  the  early 
educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed  and 
which  were  supplemented  by  a  thorough 
course  of  instruction  in  Oberlin  College,  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio.  He  came  to  Michigan  in 
1857,  locating  at  Grand  Rapids,  where  he 
began  teaching.  He  has  since  followed  this 
line  of  work  and  he  has  attended  all  state 
teachers'  conventions  since  1859,  with  excep- 
tion of  three  held  when  he  was  in  the  army, 


and  he  was  the  president  for  one  year.  For 
twenty-five  consecutive  years  he  was  princi- 
pal of  the  schools  of  Romeo.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  commissioner  of  schools  and  on 
the  expiration  of  this  term  he  will  have  com- 
pleted fifty  years  of  continuous  school  work, 
save  for  a  brief  period  of  three  years  when 
he  was  numbered  among  the  defenders  of 
his  country  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war. 

Professor  Thompson  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  1862,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  B, 
Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry.  He  was 
with  the  western  army  in  all  of  its  engage- 
ments, participating  in  the  battles  of  Mur- 
freesboro,  Chattanooga,  Mission  Ridge,  At- 
lanta and  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea. 
lie  faithfully  performed  every  duty  that 
devolved  upon  him,  whether  it  called  him 
to  the  firing  line  or  stationed  him  on  the 
lonely  picket  line,  the  Union  cause  finding 
in  him  indeed  a  stalwart  champion.  He  was 
mustered  out  in  July,  1865,  having  served 
for  two  years  aril  eleven  months. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1859,  Professor 
Thompson  was  married  at  Romeo,  Michi- 
gan, to  Miss  Emily  Graves  Cooley,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Dennis  Cooley.  She  died  Febru- 
ary 4,  1901,  leaving  five  children :  Charles 
I).  C,  who  married  Clara  Nell  Jennings,  of 
Fenton,  Michigan ;  Sarah  E. ;  Howard  M. ; 
C.  Fred  and  Omar  D.,  while  Allen  died  in 
infancy.  Omar  1).  married  Frances  E.  New- 
berry, of  Romeo. 

Professor  Thompson  is  a  member  of  the 
.Masonic  lodge  at  Romeo  and  has  attained 
the  Knight  Templar  degree,  belonging  to 
Romeo  commandery,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  eminent  commander  for  several  years. 
He  is  in  hearty  sympathy  writh  the  princi- 
ples of  Masonry,  is  thoroughly  informed  con- 
cerning its  tenets  and  teachings  and  in  his 
life  exemplifies  the  spirit  of  the  craft.  He 
is  a  man  of  fine  personal  characteristics, 
scholarly  attainments  and  strong  intellec- 
tuality and  he  has  done  more  to  advance  the 
cause  of  education  in  Macomb  county  than 
any  other  man,  while  his  influence  in  educa- 
tional circles  in  the  state  is  extended.  His 
efforts  in  behalf  of  public  instruction  have 
been  far-reaching  and  beneficial. 

WILLIAM   II.  T1NSMAN. 

William  II.  Tinsman,  who  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising,  owning  and 
operating  three  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of 
land  in  Washington  township,  makes  his  home 
in  Romeo.     He  was  born  on  the  farm  Avhich 
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is  yet  his  property,  August  21,  1886.  His 
father's  people  lived  in  New  Jersey  at  an 
early  day,  and  his  mother's  ancestors  were 
Scotch.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Wil- 
liam Tinsman  and  his  father  was  John  A. 
Tinsman.  The  latter  was  born  in  Warren 
county,  New  Jersey,  in  1809,  and  there  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth.  He  wedded  Miss  Sa- 
rah, a  daughter  of  Jacob  McCracken,  natives 
of  the  same  state,  and  he  followed  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  New  Jersey  until  1834,  when 
he  removed  to  Michigan,  residing  in  Macomb 
county.  His  first  purchase  of  land  comprised 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  he  after- 
ward bought  more  land,  clearing,  fencing  and 
cultivating  the  different  tracts,  lie  erected 
good  buildings  and  developed  a  farm  of  much 
value.  He  was  a  prosperous  and  well-to-do 
agriculturist,  for  utilizing  the  natural  re- 
sources of  the  state  in  this  direction  he  found 
that  his  efforts  were  repaid  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  a  comfortable  competence.  He  reared 
his  family  on  the  old  homestead,  and  when 
his  children  were  grown  he  removed  to  Romeo, 
where  his  last  days  were  passed,  his  death 
occurring  in  September,  1891,  when  he  was 
nearly  eighty-six  years  of  age.  His  wife  de- 
parted this  life  in  1870. 

William  IT.  Tinsman  is  the  eldest  in  a  fam- 
ily of  four  children,  the  others  being:  Lidia, 
who  was  born  in  1839  and  is  the  widow  of 
Louis  Davis,  by  whom  she  had  two  children, 
her  home  being  now  in  Detroit;  Charles  ()., 
of  Holly,  Michigan,  who  was  born  in  1842, 
and  by  his  marriage  has  three  children ;  and 
Margaret  A.,  who  was  born  in  1845,  was  mar- 
ried and  died  several  years  ago.  William  11. 
Tinsman  spent  his  boyhood  days  as  a  farmer 
lad,  and  having  mastered  the  elementary 
branches  of  learning  in  the  district  schools  he 
continued  his  studies  in  the  high  school  at 
Romeo.  He  afterward  engaged  in  teaching 
for  one  winter  term  when  a  young  man,  and 
in  1858,  in  Bruce  township,  he  was  married, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Mary  J.  Hosner, 
a  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Elia  (Sutphen)  Hos- 
ner, early  settlers  of  Michigan.  Mrs.  Tins- 
man  was  born  in  New  York,  June  6,  1837, 
but  was  reared  in  Michigan.  Following  his 
marriage  Mr.  Tinsman  settled  upon  the  old 
homestead  and  carried  on  farming  there,  con- 
tinuing the  cultivation  of  that  place  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  then  purchased  the  tract 
upon  which  he  now  resides  and  rebuilt  and 
improved  a  large  brick  residence,  one  of  the 
most  commodious  and  attractive  homes  in  the 
county.  In  1871  he  rented  his  farm  and  took 
up  his  abode  in  Romeo-,  but  in  1891  he  again 


took  charge  of  the  home  place.  He  purchased 
and  carried  on  a  general  store  in  the  town 
for  seven  years,  dealing  in  dry  goods  and 
other  commodities.  He  has  bought  and  owns 
two  business  houses  in  Romeo  and  he  has 
several  residence  properties.  He  also  owns 
stock  in  the  Romeo  Savings  Bank,  in  which 
his  father  was  one  of  the  original  stock- 
holders. 

In  1900  Mr.  Tinsman  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife.  There  are  four 
children  by  that  marriage:  C.  W.,  who  is  a 
traveling  salesman,  residing  at  Muskegon, 
Michigan;  II.  E.,  a  practicing  lawyer  of  Chi- 
cago; Florence  M.,  at  home;  and  J.  L.,  who 
is  now  identified  with  business  interests  in 
Detroit,  his  father  having'  taken  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  at  Romeo. 

Mr.  Tinsman  has  been  a  life-long  republi- 
can, casting;  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  given  his  ballot  for 
each  presidential  nominee  of  the  party  since 
that  time.  He  served  on  the  village  board 
for  two  years,  but  whether  in  office  or  out 
of  it  he  has  always  been  loyal  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  locality  and  his  aid  can  be 
counted  upon  to  further  any  progressive  meas- 
ure, lie  possesses  considerable  musical  talent 
and  for  thirty-seven  years  was  a  member  of 
and  for  ten  years  conducted  the  choir  in  the 
'Methodist  church.  His  services  in  this  direc- 
tion have  also  been  called  upon  for  many  pub- 
lic gatherings  and  farmers'  clubs.  His  entire 
life  has  been  spent  in  Macomb  county,  though 
he  has  traveled  both  east  and  west,  visiting 
the  New  England  states  and  points  in  Can- 
ada. He  has  long  been  a  member  and  for 
seven  years  has  been  president  of  the  Romeo 
Club,  composed  of  a  large  number  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  the  town.  What  he 
undertakes  he  accomplishes,  if  it  can  be 
gained  through  persistency  of  purpose  and 
honorable  methods.  This  is  true  of  his  public 
actions  as  well  as  his  business  life,  and  he  is, 
therefore,  classed  with  the  leading  and  repre- 
sentative men  of  his  native  county. 


ALFRED  J.  PARKER. 

Alfred  J.  Parker,  practicing  law  at  the 
bar  of  Macomb  county,  was  born  in  St.  Clair 
county,  Michigan,  January  11,  1878,  and  is 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  New  England.  His  great-grandfather  was 
John  IT.  Parker  -and  his  grandfather  John 
S.  Parker,  Sr.  The  Parkers  were  a  numerous 
family  and  many  of  those  who  bore  the  name 
followed   the    profession    of    teaching.     The 
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New  England  ancestors  lived  in  Connecticut 
and  later  generations  of  the  family  were  res- 
idents of  the  Empire  state.  John  S.  Parker, 
■  Sr.,  removed  from  New  York  to  Bell  River, 
St.  Clair  county,  Michigan,  sixty-three  years 
ago,  and  there  he  engaged  in  farming  and  the 
hotel  business  for  a  few  years,  during  the 
early  settlement  of  that  part  of  the  country. 
After  a  time  they  disposed  of  the  hotel  in 
St.  Clair  county  and  removed  to  New  Haven, 
Macomb  county,  and  there  established  the 
Parker  Hotel,  which  was  known  far  and  near 
for  the  hospitable  manner  in  which  it  was 
conducted.  John  S.  Parker,  Sr.,  was  very 
successful  as  a  hotel  proprietor  and  accumu- 
lated a  good  fortune.  lie  possessed  sound 
judgment  and  foresight  and  in  connection 
with  his  other  business  interests  he  conducted 
a  mortgage  and  tax  title  business.  He  came 
into  the  wilds  of  Michigan  a  poor  man,  and 
his  carefully  directed  efforts,  the  husbanding 
of  his  resources  and  his  judicious  investment 
made  him  a  prosperous  citizen,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  contributed  in  substantial  meas- 
ure to  the  upbuilding  of  his  community,  lie 
died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years,  while 
his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Delia 
Palmer,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
She  was  one  of  the  prominent  family  of 
Palmers  of  St.  Clair  county. 

At  the  death  of  his  father,  John  S.  Parker, 
Jr.,  became  sole  owner  and  manager  of  the 
hotel  property,  which  he  conducted  for  fifteen 
years  as  a  temperance  house,  and  also  con- 
ducted a  mercantile  business,  lie  married 
Miss  Helen  A.  Parrar,  who  was  born  in  Mount 
Clemens  sixty  years  ago,  a  daughter  of  Man- 
son  Parrar.  The  Parrar  family  also  came 
from  New  England.  Among  its  members  have 
been  several  who  have  served  their  country 
as  soldiers,  including  some  who  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  the  war  of  1812, 
the  rebellion  and  the  war  with  Spain.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  S.  Parker,  Jr.,  are  still 
living,  and  Alfred  J.  Parker  is  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth  in  their  family  of  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  the  others  being :  Estella, 
the  wife  of  Walter  Lowell,  of  Macomb  town- 
ship ;  Manson,  who  is  living  in  Chicago ;  John 
U.,  of  New  Haven,  Macomb  county;  and  Delia, 
the  wife  of  Elmer  Hall,  of  Richmond  town- 
ship, Macomb  county. 

Alfred  J.  Parker  pursued  his  more  specifi- 
cally literary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  New  Haven  and  Richmond,  Macomb  coun- 
ty, and  early  in  life  he  determined  to  engage 
in  the  practice  of  law,  believing  that  he  would 
find  it  a  congenial  pursuit.     He  entered  the 


law  office  of  Canfield  &  Spier,  at  Mount  Clem- 
ens, in  which  he  studied  from  September  9, 
1894,  until  March  16,  1895,  after  which  he 
continued  his  reading  with  0.  C.  Lungerhau- 
sen,  of  Mount  Clemens,  until  October,  1900. 
At  the  same  time  he  attended  the  Detroit 
College  of  Law  and  was  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  1899,  after  which  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  In  the  fall  of  1900  he  began  prac- 
tice alone  and  is  now  located  in  the  postoffiee 
block.  He  has  made  his  own  way  practically 
unaided  from  boyhood,  obtaining  his  educa- 
tion with  little  financial  assistance  and  work- 
ing his  way  upward  in  the  face  of  difficul- 
ties and  obstacles  which  would  have  utterly 
discouraged  many  a  man  of  less  resolute 
spirit.  He  carefully  prepared  for  his  profes- 
sion and  his  thorough  and  comprehensive  un- 
derstanding of  legal  principles  forms  one  of 
the  strong  basic  elements  of  his  success.  Since 
he  began  practice  he  has  appeared  in  nearly 
i'very  term  of  court  and  has  had  actual  prac- 
tice in  all  Michigan  courts  from  the  justice  to 
the  supreme  court  and  has  been  successful  in 
winning  several  close  and  bitterly  contested 
cases.  He  is  to-day  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  young  lawyers  of  the  Macomb  county 
bar. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1900,  Mr.  Par- 
ker was  married  to  Miss  Edna  Bernard,  a 
daughter  of  Prank  and  Adeli/a  J.  (Hatha- 
way) Bernard,  of  Richmond,  Michigan.  Their 
children  are  Sanford  W.  and  James  P.  Par- 
ker. In  his  political  views  Mr.  Parker  is  an 
earnest  and  active  democrat  and  he  was  a  can- 
didate for  circuit  court  commissioner  at  the 
time  he  cast  his  first  vote.  In  1902  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  he  is  treasurer 
of  the  democratic  county  committee.  lie  has 
been  an  exemplary  member  of  Mount  Clemens 
lodge  No.  6,  F  &  A.  M.,  since  1902,  and 
also  belongs  to  the  chapter  and  the  council. 
He  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  is  past  ven- 
erable council  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  Although  a  young  man,  he  has  at- 
tained prominence  and  leadership  in  political, 
fraternal  and  legal  circles,  and  his  intellectual 
strength  and  laudable  ambition  argue  well 
for  future  advancement. 


VARNUM  J.  BOWERS. 

Varniim  J.  Bowers,  whose  prominence  in 
political  circles  and  advancement  at  the  bar 
entitles  him  to  mention  among  the  men  of 
distinction  in  Macomb  county,  was  born  in 
Laingsburg,     Shiawassee     counfcf,    Michigan. 
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September  18,  1867,  his  parents  being*  AndreAV 
J.  and  Hannah  E.  (Shout)  Bowers,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Lakevilie,  Oakland  county, 
Michigan,  and  the  latter*  of  England.  The 
father  was  a  foundry  man  and  died  when  his 
son  Varnum  was  but  three  years  of  age.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Bowers,  was  one 
of  the  early  residents  of  this  state  and  repre- 
sented Oakland  county  in  the  legislature.  He 
died  at  Lakevilie,  Michigan. 

When  four  years  of  age,  his  father  having 
died,  Mr.  Bowers  went  to  live  with  his  uncle, 
Franklin  Monfort,  a  prominent  attorney  of 
Mount  Clemens,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city 
and  in  Cleary  Business  College,  at  Ypsilanti, 
Michigan.  He  began  the  study  of  lawr  in  the 
office  of  the  uncle  with  whom  he  lived  and 
was  examined  by  Judge  Moore  in  open  court, 
in  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  thus  securing 
his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1895.  For  a  brief 
time  he  was  connectced  with  business  affairs 
and  in  1898  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  United  States  and  district  courts  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  interior  depart- 
ment at  Washington,  1).  C,  in  1900.  He 
now  conducts  a  general  practice,  having  se- 
cured a  good  share  of  the  public  patronage, 
and  he  has  continually  grown  in  public  regard 
as  he  has  demonstrated  his  ability  in  his  pro- 
fession and  his  power  to  cope  with  the  intri- 
cate and  involved  problems  which  continually 
confront  the  legal  practitioner. 

Mr.  Bowers  is  a  democrat  in  his  political 
views  and  an  active  and  influential  worker  in 
the  ranks  of  his  party  in  eastern  Michigan. 
He  was  nominated  for  city  clerk  of  Mount 
Clemens  in  1893,  but  was  defeated.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  a  candidate  for  justice 
of  the  peace  and  was  elected.  He  accepted 
the  chairmanship  of  the  county  committee  of 
the  people's  party  and  a  strong  contest  fol- 
lowed, the  entire  republican  ticket  being 
elected.  In  1896  he  was  again  a  candidate 
for  justice  of  the  peace  and  was  elected  for 
the  long  term  of  four  years.  While  serving 
on  the  justice  bench  he  tried  over  sixteen  hun- 
dred cases  and  less  than  one  per  cent  were 
appealed.  Owing  to  strenuous  opposition  in 
the  republican  camp,  he  was  defeated  for  a 
third  term  in  this  office.  His  decisions  were 
strictly  fair  and  impartial,  being  based  upon 
the  equity  of  the  case  and  the  law  applicable 
to  the  facts.  The  year  following  his  retire- 
ment from  that  office  he  was  elected  alder- 
man from  the  third  ward  and  was  re-elected 
in  1904  by  the  largest  vote  ever  given  in  his 


ward,  lie  was  chosen  president  pro  tern,  of 
the  city  council  and  is  now  serving  in  that 
capacity,  the  city  finding  him  an  earnest 
champion  of  its  best  interests  and  a  stalwart 
protector  of  its  rights. 

Mr.  Bowers  was  married,  November  20. 
1888,  to  Miss  Blanche  Lufkin,  a  daughter  of 
Floyd  E.  and  Mary  Lufkin,  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, and  they  have  two  children,  Myrta  and 
Genevieve.  Mrs.  Bowers'  father  was  for 
many  years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
brick  at  Mount  Clemens  and  is  now  deceased, 
while  her  mother  passed  away  in  1890. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Bowers  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  Dramatic  Order  of 
the  Knights  of  Korassan  and  the  Loyal 
Guards.  He  has  been  vice  grand  of  the  Odd 
Fellows,  was  the  first  delegate  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  of  Mount  Clemens  to  its  state  con- 
vention and  is  now  past  chancellor  command- 
er, being  senior  past  chancellor  of  his  lodge, 
lie  is  a  man  of  strong  purpose  and  unfalter- 
ing determination,  is  an  indefatigable  worker 
and  is  not  daunted  by  failure  or  opposition. 
He  believes  in  working  for  principle  as  well 
as  results.  From  boyhood  he  has  made  his 
way  unaided  by  financial  assistance,  and 
although  the  struggle  at  times  has  been  a 
hard  one  he  has  come  off  conqueror  in  the 
strife,  and  to-day,  while  financially  success- 
ful, he  has  also  gained  more  than  a  comfort- 
able competence,  having  developed  a  strong, 
purposeful  character  and  gained  the  admira- 
tion and  esteem  of  his  fellow  num. 


CHARLES   DITTRICH. 

Charles  Dittrich,  who  for  more  than  a  half 
century  has  been  a  resident  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty and  who  belongs  to  that  class  of  German- 
American  citizens  that  has  proven  a  valued 
factor  in  the  development  and  progress  of 
the  community,  came  to  Michigan  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1849,  and  is  now  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
having  eighty-five  acres  of  good  land  in  Clin- 
ton township.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  No- 
vember 2,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Gotlieb  Ditt- 
rich, who  with  his  family  emigrated  to  the 
new  world  in  1849.  He  made  his  way  at  once 
to  Michigan,  settling  first  in  Macomb  town- 
ship, not  far  from  Mount  Clemens.  Charles 
Dittrich  was  then  a  lad  in  his  early  teens.  lie 
is  largely  self-educated,  for  at  an   early  age 
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he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  and  therefore  had  no  opportunity  of 
attending  school.  He  first  worked  by  the 
month  as  a  farm  hand  through  the  summer 
seasons  and  for  a  time  continued  as  a  student 
in  the  district  schools  through  the  winter 
months.  The  value  of  his  services  in  the 
fields,  however,  soon  made  it  necessary  that 
he  give  his  entire  attention  to  the  tilling  of 
the  soil,  and  throughout  his  entire  life  he  has 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's 
journey  Mr.  Dittrich  chose  Miss  Bertha  Stid- 
eer,  their  marriage  taking  place  in  Macomb 
township,  October  25,  1864.  She,  too,  is  a 
native  of  Germany.  Following  their  marriage 
they  settled  upon  the  old  farm  homestead  in 
Macomb  township  for  ten  years  and  on 
the  expiration  of  that  period  Mr.  Dittrich 
purchased  a  farm  in  Clinton  township,  be- 
coming the  owner  of  a  tract  of  eighty  acres. 
He  also  bought  twenty  acres  adjoining,  so  that 
he  had  a  good  place  of  one  hundred  acres, 
and  he  continued  its  cultivation  until  1895, 
when  he  disposed  of  that  property  and  bought 
the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides  on  sec- 
tion 4,  Clinton  township,  comprising  eighty- 
five  acres  which  was  known  as  the  Witrig 
place.  This  is  a  finely  improved  farm  on 
which  is  a  large  two-story  brick  residence,  to- 
gether with  two  brick  barns  and  all  other 
buildings  necessary  for  the  shelter  of  grain 
and  stock.  His  land  is  very  fertile,  yielding 
one  hundred  bushels  of  corn  in  a  year  to 
the  acre,  and  his  place  presents  an  excellent 
appearance,  owing  to  the  great  labor  which 
he  bestows  upon  it  and  to  the  rich  productive- 
ness of  the  soil.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  carries  on  a  dairying  business 
and  both  branches  of  his  activity  have  been 
profitable.  He  started  out  with  small  means 
and,  in  fact,  by  working  by  the  month  gained 
a  capital  that  enabled  him  to  begin  farming 
on  his  own  account. 

In  1893  Mr.  Dittrich  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  in 
March  of  that  year.  They  were  the  parents 
of  five  children,  but  only  two  are  now  living : 
Lena,  the  wife  of  Charles  Miller,  of  Detroit; 
and  Charles  W.,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Macomb  township  and  wedded  Mary  Boeling, 
a  native  of  Michigan.  There  are  four  chil- 
dren of  this  marriage,  but  they  lost  their  first 
born,  Emma,  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are :  Norman  II.,  Ruth  Emma  and 
Edna.  Politically  Mr.  Dittrich  is  a  democrat 
and  has  served  as  road  supervisor,  while  for 
twelve  years  he  was  highway  commissioner. 


Both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
German  Lutheran  church,  as  do  the  son  and 
his  wife,  and  the  father  was  one  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  church.  He  has  ever  been  an  in- 
dustrious farmer  and  his  frugality  and  ear- 
nest labor  have  constituted  the  basis  for  his 
success.  For  fifty-six  years  he  has  lived  in 
this  county,  having  been  acquainted  with  its 
history  when  the  district  was  largely  unim- 
proved and  gave  little  promise  of  rapid  prog- 
ress or  upbuilding,  lie  has  contributed  his 
full  share  to  the  work  that  has  wrought  a 
change  here,  making  it  one  of  the  leading 
counties  of  this  great  commonwealth. 


JAY  F.  COTTON. 

Jay  F.  Cotton,  who  carries  on  general 
farming  on  section  19,  Chesterfield  township, 
was  born  July  11,  1841,  in  this  township, 
his  father  being  Otis  W.  Cotton,  who  is 
represented  elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  in  school  district  No. 
1  in  his  native  township,  although  his  ad- 
vantages in  that  direction  were  somewhat 
limited.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  on 
his  father's  farm  and  in  August,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  of  the  Ninth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  from  which  he  was  honorably 
discharged  December  11,  1862,  on  account 
of  disability  brought  about  by  exposure  to 
a  severe  rainstorm  while  he  was  suffering 
from  an  attack  of  measles.  He  re-enlisted 
in  Company  I,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  No- 
vember 7,  1863,  and  afterward  served  with 
that  regiment  in  Virginia  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  went  with  his  command  by 
way  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  to 
Parkersburg,  Virginia,  thence  down  the 
Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
rivers  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  The 
brigade,  consisting  of  the  First,  Fifth,  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Cavalries,  thence  made  its  way 
across  the  plains  through  Kansas,  Nebraska 
and  Wyoming  to  Utah,  and  after  guarding 
the  overland  route  against  hostile  Indians 
until  November,  1865,  the  regiment  went 
into  winter  quarters  at  Fort  Briclger  and  at 
Salt  Lake,  Utah.  In  March,  1866,  Mr.  Cot- 
ton was  discharged  at  Fort  Bridger.  On 
the  back  of  his  discharge  paper  is  the  fol- 
lowing record:  "J.  F.  Cotton  enlisted  in 
the  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry  August  15, 
1861 ;  promoted  corporal  October  12,  1861 ; 
discharged  for  disability  December  11,  1862 ; 
re-enlisted  in  the  First  Michigan  Cavalry, 
Company    I,    November    7,    1863 ;    promoted 
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sergeant,  December  7,  1863  ;  promoted  first 
sergeant,  January  1,  1864 ;  commissioned  sec- 
ond lieutenant,  May  16,  1865 ;  was  wounded 
at  Trevillian  Station,  June  11,  1864;  has  par- 
ticipated in  the  following  engagements : 
Wilderness,  Yellow  Tavern,  Meadow  Bridge, 
Beaver  Dam,  Hanovertown,  llawes  Shop,  Old 
Church,  Trevillian,  Woodstock,  Dinwiddie 
Cross  Roads,  White  Oak,  Five  Forks,  Sailor 
Creek,  Appomattox  and  at  least  fifty  minor 
engagements  and  skirmishes.  His  discharge 
is  signed  by  P.  Stagg,  colonel  First  Michi- 
gan Cavalry  and  brevet  brigadier  general 
commanding  the   regiment. " 

After  receiving  his  discharge  Mr.  Cotton 
and  fifteen  others  proceeded  with  two  teams 
and  wagons  to  Nebraska  City,  a  man  being 
hired  to  take  them  in  that  way.  Arriving 
at  Salt  Creek,  Lancaster  county,  Nebraska, 
May  13,  1866 — the  place  being  then  the  ad- 
vance guard  of  civilization — Mr.  Cotton  was 
so  charmed  with  the  green,  rolling  prairie 
and  its  tree-bordered  streams  that  he  un- 
loaded his  baggage  and  bade  adieu  to  his 
army  comrades,  preparing  to  take  up  his 
life  work  there.  He  purchased  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  acres  of  partly  im- 
proved land,  one-half  of  which  by  agree- 
ment was,  a  year  later,  turned  over  to  his 
brother,  Owen  W.  In  September,  1866,  Mr. 
Cotton  married  Miss  Jennie  Ensminger,  the 
daughter  of  a  pioneer  settler  who  had  re- 
moved to  that  locality  a  year  before  from 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  Two  years  later  the 
state  capitol  and  all  of  the  state  public 
buildings,  by  act  of  the  legislature,  were 
erected  five  miles  north  of  his  farm.  In  1869, 
however,  he  sold  his  possessions  in  Nebraska 
and  removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  hardware  trade  at  Grand  Junction.  The 
following  year  he  disposed  of  his  store  there 
and  in  the  spring  of  1871  went  to  Washing- 
ton territory,  but  not  being  satisfied  in  the 
northwest  he  returned  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 

In  1876  Mr.  Cotton  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  in 
April,  leaving  him  with  four  children.  The 
living  children  of  that  marriage  are:  Mrs. 
Abbie  Mills,  of  Alpena  county,  Michigan ; 
Mrs.  Mattie  Leonardson ;  and  Frank,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Following  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Cotton,  and  at  the  solicitation  of  his 
father,  he  then  returned  to  the  old  home 
in  Macomb  county,  Michigan.  In  December, 
1878,  Mr.  Cotton  was  again  married,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Maria,  a  daughter  of 
William  J.   and   Ann   Milton.      She   was   at 


that  time  a  widow  with  two  children — Fred- 
erick M.  Tucker,  and  Rose,  now  the  wife  of 
Dr.  W.  N.  Salisbury,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michi- 
gan. Her  parents  were  William  J.  and  Ann 
(Starr)  Milton,  and  Mrs.  Cotton  was  the 
second  in  their  family  of  ten  children.  She 
was  born  in  England  and  was  brought  to 
this  country  by  her  parents  in  1855.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  near 
Wells,  England,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1855,  settling  in  Chesterfield  town- 
ship, Macomb  county,  on  what  is  still  called 
the  Cotton  road.  He  conducted  a  butcher 
shop  and  meat  market  in  England,  but  on 
account  of  ill  health  had  to  retire  from  that 
business  and  decided  to  come  to  America. 
Here  he  secured  a  tract  of  land  and  he  re- 
mained on  his  first  farm  until  about  1868, 
when  he  purchased  a  farm  from  his  uncle, 
Robert  0.  Milton,  on  the  Gratiot  road.  At 
once  taking  up  his  abode  there  he  continued 
to  engage  in  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  April,  1883.  Although  he  avoid- 
ed public  office  and  public  notoriety  of  any 
kind  he  was  always  an  earnest  worker  in 
behalf  of  any  enterprise  that  tended  to  ben- 
efit his  community.  He  was  instrumental 
in  establishing  the  first  district  school  in  his 
neighborhood,  called  District  No.  6  of  Ches- 
terfield. This  school  proved  of  great  benefit 
to  the  children  of  that  vicinity,  for  many 
of  them  had  been  unable  to  secure  any  pub- 
lic instruction.  His  eldest  daughter,  Mrs. 
Jane  Farr,  of  New  Haven,  was  the  first 
teacher  and  conducted  the  school  for  two 
years.  The  Miltons  were  all  well  educated 
and  were  a  family  of  prominence  and  influ- 
ence in  the  community.  They  claim  descent 
from  John  Milton,  the  poet. 

Following  his  second  marriage  Mr.  and 
.Mrs.  Cotton  continued  to  reside  upon  the 
home  farm,  and  after  his  mother's  death 
in  1887  he  purchased  the  old  home  place, 
buying  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  until 
he  became  sole  owner  of  the  entire  tract 
except  twenty-eight  acres  owned  by  his  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Roberts. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cotton  by  their  sec- 
ond marriage  there  has  been  born  a  daugh- 
ter, Maria  Antoinette  Herriman,  who  is  now 
living  in  New  Haven,  Michigan.  While  in 
Iowa  Mr.  Cotton  united  with  the  Christian, 
or  Disciples  church,  but  as  there  is  no 
church  of  that  denomination  here  he  attends 
the  First  Methodist  church  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, where  his  wife  has  been  a  member  for 
nearly  forty  years.  She  is  a  most  sincere 
and    earnest    Christian   woman    and    can    be 
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relied  upon  to  give  her  support  and  co-oper- 
ation to  all  church  work,  Mr.  Cotton  is  a 
member  of  II.  D.  Terry  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  while 
his  wife  belongs  to  the  II.  D.  Terry  Relief 
Corps,  No.  168.  Both  are  members  of  Mil- 
ton Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry 
and  are  people  of  the  highest  respectability, 
enjoying  the  warm  regard  and  unqualified 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  they  have  been 
associated. 


F.  C.  MILLER. 


F.  C.  Miller,  a  well  known  and  popular 
citizen  of  Washington  township  whose  time 
and  energies  are  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, was  horn  on  the  19th  of  September, 
1845,  in  the  township  which  is  still  his  home. 
His  father,  Hiram  W.  Miller,  was  a  native 
of  New  York,  born  in  the  town  of  Hampton, 
Washington  county,  November  26,  1814,  and 
was  a  son  of  Joseph  Miller,  who  was  also 
born  in  that  state  and  was  a  soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812.  Coming  west  about  1820,  the 
latter  settled  in  Macomb  county,  Michigan, 
and  entered  the  land  in  Washington  township 
where  our  subject  now  resides.  Upon  the 
farm  which  he  here  opened  up  and  improved 
Hiram  W.  Miller  grew  to  manhood  amid  pio- 
neer scenes  and  aided  his  father  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  place.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary 
McGregor,  who  was  born  near  Albany,  New 
York,  in  the  town  of  Hunter,  Greene  county, 
September  3,  1817,  and  they  began  their  do- 
mestic life  upon  the  old  homestead,  where 
they  continued  to  reside  throughout  life,  the 
father  dying  in  1887  and  the  mother  in  1869. 
In  their  family  were  three  children:  Benja- 
min M.,  the  eldest,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil 
war  and  was  finally  transferred  to  the  invalid 
corps.  After  the  war  he  settled  in  Mount 
Vernon,  Michigan,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1869.  Hiram  J.,  the  youngest,  is  now 
living  retired  in   Orion,  Michigan. 

During  his  boyhood  F.  C.  Miller  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  home  school  and  he  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  his 
father's  death,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  farm, 
now  having  in  his  possession  the  original 
patent  for  the  land  signed  by  President  James 
Monroe.  To  the  improvement  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  place  he  has  devoted  his  time  and 
attention  throughout  his  active  business  life, 
and  in  connection  with  general  farming  he 
follows  stock-raising  to  some  extent. 

In  Washington  township,  March  10,  1870, 
Mr.   Miller   married   Miss    Flora    Lockwood, 


who  was  also  born  in  this  county  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Timothy  Lockwood  and  a  sister  of 
C.  E.  Lockwood,  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  three  chil- 
dren: Edgar  J.,  whose  sketch  is  found  on 
another  page  of  this  work;  Arthur  C,  who  is 
now  a  student  in  the  State  University  at  Ann 
Arbor;  and  Mary  L,  at  home.  With  the  fam- 
ily also  reside  Mrs.  Miller's  two  nieces,  Mabel 
and  Agnes  Ilazleton,  who  are  the  daughters 
of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Clara  I.  (Lockwood)  Ila- 
zleton, and  who  are  being  reared  and  educated 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller. 

Mr.  Miller  has  never  faltered  in  his  alle- 
giance to  the  republican  party  since  casting 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  General  U.  S. 
({rant  in  1868,  but  he  has  never  cared  for 
the  honors  nor  emoluments  of  public  office, 
though  he  has  served  on  the  school  board  for 
a  number  of  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Union  church  of  Washing- 
ton and  he  belongs  to  the  blue  lodge  of  Ma- 
sons at  Davis,  the  Rochester  chapter  and  the 
Mount  Clemens  council,  while  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  connected  with  the  Eastern  Star 
chapter.  They  stand  high  in  the  community 
where  they  have  so  long  made  their  home  and 
no  citizens  in  Macomb  county  are  more  hon- 
ored or  highly  respected. 


JAMES   E.    WETER. 


The  business  interests  of  the  enterprising 
little  city  of  Richmond  find  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative in  James  E.  Weter,  who  is  a  whole- 
sale dealer  in  eggs.  He  is  also  the  president 
of  the  Macomb  County  Savings  Bank,  at  Rich- 
mond, and  his  enterprise,  business  discern- 
ment and  diligence  form  the  basis  of  his  very 
desirable  success.  He  was  born  in  Palmyra, 
Lenawee  county,  Michigan,  April  3,  1857,  his 
parents  being  Thomas  S.  and  Mary  Ann  (Up- 
ton) Weter,  natives  of  New  York.  They 
came  to  Michigan  in  1840,  locating  in  Pal- 
myra, and  with  the  exception  of  the  years 
1852-3,  which  he  spent  in  California,  the 
father  has  continued  to  make  Palmyra  his 
home.  He  is  now  eighty-four  years  of  age, 
having  been  born  March  3,  1821,  and  he  is 
yet  enjoying  good  health.  For  many  years 
he  followed  farming,  but  is  now  living  re- 
tired. He  has  always  been  a  public-spirited 
citizen  and  is  yet  deeply  interested  in  his 
county  and  state.  His  first  wife  and  one 
child  of  that  marriage  died  prior  to  his  trip 
to     California.     Following     his     return     he 
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wedded  Miss  Mary  Ann  Upton  and  there  were 
five  children  of  this  marriage. 

James  E.  Weter  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood in  his  native  place,  remaining"  at  the  old 
homestead  until  1885,  when  he  came  to  Rich- 
mond. Here  he  began  business  as  a  wholesale 
dealer  in  eggs  in  partnership  with  Thomas 
Fanning  and  Martin  Keeler,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Weter,  Fanning  &  Company.  This 
relation  was  maintained  until  1892,  when  Mr. 
Keeler  withdrew  and  C.  S.  Miller  was  ad- 
mitted to  a  partnership.  They  bought  out 
the  firm  of  II.  II.  Freeman  &  Company,  who 
had  been  in  business  for  fourteen  years.  They 
have  a  main  warehouse,  fifty  by  eighty  feet, 
two  stories  in  height  and  basement,  built  of 
brick.  The  shook  room  is  thirty-eight  by 
seventy  feet  and  that  building  is  two  stories 
with  basement.  The  storage  warehouse  of  the 
same  height  is  thirty  by  one  hundred  feet. 
These  buildings  were  contained  in  the  original 
plant  and  the  company  has  since  added  a 
storage  room,  built  of  brick,  two  stories  with 
basement,  fifty  by  one  hundred  and  ten  feet. 
They  also  have  stable  room  for  twelve  horses 
and  twelve  wagons  which  are  used  in  collect- 
ing the  eggs,  and  they  have  handled  as  high 
as  one  million  dozen  eggs  in  a  season.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  business  they  handled 
only  about  three  hundred  thousand  dozen,  but 
their  business  has  steadily  increased  until  it 
has  reached  the  present  extensive   figure. 

They  make  shipments  largely  to  New  York. 
Mr.  Weter  has  continued  as  senior  member 
of  the  firm  and  has  been  active  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  business  since  its  beginning, 
its  success  being  due  in  no  small  degree  to 
his  capable  efforts,  business  capacity  and 
powers  of  management.  In  1898  he  was  one 
of  the  promoters  and  leaders  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Macomb  County  Savings  Bank, 
at  Richmond,  and  from  the  beginning  has 
served  as  president.  Since  opening  its  doors 
for  business  the  bank  has  had  a  very  suc- 
cessful career  and  is  now  regarded  as  one  of 
the  substantial  financial  institutions  of  the 
county.  He  is  also  one  of  the  original  stock- 
holders and  is  yet  financially  interested  in  the 
Ullrich  Savings  Bank,  at  Mount  Clemens. 

In  1886  Mr.  Weter  was  married  to  Miss 
Emma  Whitmarsh,  of  Lenawee  Junction. 
Michigan,  a  daughter  of  C.  C.  Whitmarsh  of 
that  place.  Their  children  are :  Blanch, 
Grace  and  Mildred. 

Mr.  Weter  is  pre-eminently  a  man  of  af- 
fairs and  one  who  has  wielded  a  wide  influ- 
ence, lie  has  served  as  president  of  the  vil- 
lage  for  six   consecutive  years,   and  in  1899 


and  again  in  1901  he  was  elected  to  the  state 
legislature,  serving  for  four  years.  During  his 
first  term  the  legislature  had  four  sessions, 
three  special  sessions  being  called.  Frater- 
nally, he  is  connected  with  the  Masons,  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Maccabees. 
Mr.  Weter  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  community,  his  abilities  well 
fitting  him  for  leadership  in  political,  business 
and  social  life.  The  terms  progress  and  pa- 
triotism might  well  be  considered  the  keynote 
of  his  character,  for  throughout  his  career 
he  has  labored  for  the  improvement  of  every 
line  of  business  or  public  interest  with  which 
he  has  been  associated,  and  at  all  times  has 
been  actuated  by  a  fidelity  to  his  country  and 
her  welfare. 


AUGUST   REIN. 

The  German-American  element  has  long 
been  an  important  one  in  the  citizenship  of 
the  new  world.  Among  the  representatives 
of  this  class  in  Macomb  county  is  August 
Rein  of  Halfway,  who,  though  born  in  Erin 
township,  on  the  13th  of  June  1867,  is  of 
German  lineage,  his  parents,  Charles  and 
Wilhelmina  (Iloffmeier)  Rein,  being  natives 
of  Germany.  The  father  was  born  in  1887 
and  was  brought  to  Michigan  by  his  parents 
in  1811,  the  family  home  being  established 
on  section  30,  Erin  township,  Macomb  county, 
where,  in  assisting  his  father  in  clearing,  de- 
veloping and  cultivating  the  land,  he  en- 
dured many  of  the  hardships  and  trials  which 
usually  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  early  settlers. 
He  was  active  in  community  interests  and  his 
worth  was  widely  acknowledged  by  his  fellow 
townsmen  who  called  him  to  the  offices  of 
township  treasurer,  township  supervisor  and 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  filled  the  last  men- 
tioned position  for  several  years.  He  was 
married  in  1858  to  Miss  Wilhelmina  Iloff- 
meier and  they  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  ten  are  yet  living,  namely : 
Charles,  a  farmer  of  Macomb  county;  Au- 
gusta, the  wife  of  George  Eberlein  of  Sebe- 
waing,  Michigan;  Godfrey,  of  Roseville;  Au- 
gust; William,  who  is  a  school  teacher  at 
Woodmere,  Michigan ;  Henry,  of  Detroit ;  Al- 
bert, of  Roseville;  Thomas,  of  Detroit;  Min- 
nie, the  wife  of  Ed  Deimrick;  and  Martin 
upon  the  home  farm. 

August  Rein  pursued  his  education  in  the 
parochial  schools  and  in  Detroit  Business 
University,  completing  his  course  in  the  latter 
by  graduation  in  1885.     At  the  age  of  six- 
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teen  years  he  left  home  to  begin  his  career, 
accepting  a  position  in  Alexander  Hund's 
grocery  store  in  Detroit,  where  he  remained 
for  five  years,  returning  to  Erin  township  in 
1888.  He  then  opened  a  general  store  and 
saloon  at  Halfway  but  closed  out  the  latter 
branch  of  the  business  in  1894.  He  has  con- 
tinued to  deal  in  groceries  and  also  carries  a 
line  of  shoes,  dry  goods,  fancy  goods,  paints 
and  oils.  For  two  years  after  opening  his 
store  he  rented  a  building  and  then  purchased 
the  building  which  he  now  occupies  and  four 
and  a  half  acres  on  which  it  stands,  lie  is 
painstaking  in  the  management  of  the  store 
and  careful  in  his  business  affairs  and  has 
acquired  from  the  public  a  liberal  patronage. 
His  attention,  aside  from  mercantile  inter- 
ests, is  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  fruit. 

Mr.  Rein  is  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his 
home  community  and  has  done  creditable 
service  as  treasurer  of  school  district  No.  2. 
He  is  a  member  of  St.  Peter's  German  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  church  at  Halfway,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  a  trustee,  and  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Society  of  Michigan. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  1889,  Mr.  Rein  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Gerlach, 
a  daughter  of  Frederick  Gerlach,  one  of  the 
pioneer  residents  of  Erin  township.  They 
have  five  children :  Viola,  Paul,  Josephine, 
Hulda  and  Lorenz.  The  family  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  this  locality  and  the 
members  of  the  household  enjoy  the  hospi- 
tality of  many  of  the  best  homes  of  this  sec- 
tion of  tin1  county. 


ALEXANDER  McINNlS. 

Alexander  Mclnnis,  who  is  filling  the  office 
of  sheriff  of  Macomb  county,  and  makes  his 
home  in  Mount  Clemens,  was  born  at  Owen 
Sound,  Ontario,  Canada,  March  6,  1855.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Mclnnis,  emi- 
grated from  Ireland  to  Canada  and  died  in 
the  latter  country  in  1857.  John  Mclnnis, 
Jr.,  father  of  our  subject,  w7as  born  in  Ire- 
land and  was  seven  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  the  emigration  of  the  family  to 
America.  He  became  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  followed  that  pursuit  for  some  time 
in  Canada,  but  in  1865  became  a  resident 
of  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  settling  in 
Ray  township,  where  he  again  engaged  in 
general  agricultural  pursuits  until  1895, 
when  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death. 
He  was  then  seventy-four  years  of  age.  In 
early  manhood  he  married  Miss  Susan  Hoag, 


a  native  of  Canada,  and  her  death  occurred 
in  1903,  when  she  was  seventy-five  years  of 
age.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Alexander 
Hoag,  who  resided  in  Canada  and  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Thomas 
Mclnnis,  a  brother  of  John  Mclnnis,  Jr., 
who  became  a  resident  of  Macomb  county, 
also  located  in  Ray  township,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  These  broth- 
ers were  members  of  a  large  family. 

Alexander  Mclnnis  pursued  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Ray  township,  al- 
though his  educational  privileges  were  some- 
what limited,  as  at  an  early  age  he  began 
earning  his  own  living  as  a  farmhand.  He 
continued  to  engage  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits on  his  own  account  for  a  long  time, 
or  until  about  forty  years  of  age,  wThen  he 
turned  his  attention  to  merchandising, 
establishing  a  store  at  Davis,  Macomb  coun- 
ty, where  for  ten  years  he  has  continued 
business.  In  his  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial undertakings  he  has  been  quite  success- 
ful and  has  become  the  possessor  of  a  com- 
fortable competence  through  his  well  direct- 
ed, systematic  and  carefully  managed  busi- 
ness interests. 

Mr.  Mclnnis  has  been  honored  by  his  fel- 
low townsmen  with  several  official  positions. 
While  living  in  Ray  township  he  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  and  as  township  treas- 
urer. In  1902  he  was  elected  on  the  repub- 
lican ticket  to  the  office  of  county  sheriff. 
The  contest  was  very  close  and  it  wTas  at 
first  thought  that  his  opponent  was  elected 
by  a  very  small  majority,  but  upon  a  recount 
of  the  votes  Mr.  Mclnnis  was  declared  elect- 
ed. On  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  re- 
fused a  re-election  in  1904,  his  untiring  en- 
ergy while  serving  his  county  having  im- 
paired his  health.  It  is  generally  conceded 
that  Mr.  Mclnnis  had  a  very  satisfactory 
term  and  much  real  good  wTas  done  by  his 
ceaseless  campaign  against  vice  and  for  law 
and  order. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1878,  Mr.  Mc- 
lnnis was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma 
Green,  a  daughter  of  Abial  and  Louisa  (De- 
graff )  Green,  of  Ray  township.  They  now 
have  one  child — Dayton.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Mclnnis  is  connected  with  Macomb  lodge, 
No.  64,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  became  a 
member  in  1901.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Gleaners.  He  is  a  man  of  gen- 
erous impulses,  faithful  in  friendship  and 
straightforward  in  his  business  transactions, 
and  he  is  accounted  one  of  the  representa- 
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tive  men  of  his  adopted  county,  where  he 
lias  lived  from  early  boyhood  days. 


RICHARD  T.  W.  WEBB. 

Rev.  Richard  T.  W.  Webb,  rector  of  Grace 
Episcopal  church,  at  Mount  Clemens,  was 
born  in  London,  England,  .March  25,  I860, 
and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Eliza  (Dailies) 
Webb,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  London. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Richard  Dailies, 
was  for  twenty-eight  years  a  pilot  on  the  Eng- 
lish channel  after  having  served  for  many 
years  as  master  of  an  ocean-going  vessel. 
Later  lie  became  a  member  of  Trinity  House 
and  he  died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  It  was  his  daughter  Eliza  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Thomas  Webb,  one  of  the 
cleverest  decorators  arid  restorers  of  damaged 
works  of  art  in  London.  In  1869  they  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  locating  in 
Oakville,  Ontario,  Canada.  The  father  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years  and  the  mother 
passed  away  in  1901,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years.  In  the  family  were  five  children, 
namely:  Richard  T.  W. :  George  IL,  who  is 
rector  at  Strathcona,  in  the  province  of  Al- 
berta, Northwest  territory;  "William  F.,  arch- 
deacon of  the  diocese  of  Calgary,  in  the 
Northwest  territory;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in 
infancy;  and  Martin  AAr.,  a  dry  goods  mer- 
chant, in  Calgary. 

Richard  T.  W.  Webb  was  educated  in  a 
church  school,  in  London,  England,  and  early 
became  interested  in  religious  work,  lie  also 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of 
Oakville,  Ontario,  and  continued  his  study 
under  private  instruction  with  a  view  of  en- 
tering the  ministry.  Bishop  Fuller,  of  the 
diocese  of  Niagara,  on  examining  Mr.  Webb, 
pronounced  his  examination  the  most  perfect 
of  any  that  had  taken  place  in  the  diocese 
and  so  expressed  himself  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Webb's  mother.  This  communication  is  still 
in  possession  of  our  subject.  He  was  or- 
dained as  deacon  in  Christ  Church  Cathedral, 
of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  on.  the  25111  day  of  May, 
1883.  The  ordination  sermon  was  preached 
■by  the  Rev.  Charles  Mockridge,  now  rector  of 
the  Church  of  the  Messiah,  at  Detroit,  Mich- 
igan. On  June  8,  1884,  this  being  Trinity 
Sunday,  he  was  ordained  priest  by  Bishop 
Fuller  at  St,  George's  church,  in  Guelpli,  On- 
tario. 

While  preparing  for  ordination  Rev.  Rich- 
ard T.  W.  Webb  was  for  four  years  a  member 
of  the  Associate  Mission,  at  Grand  Valley,  On- 


tario, and  after  he  became  a  member  of  the 
priesthood  he  acted  as  head  of  the  mission, 
remaining  there  for  six  and  a  half  years.  His 
health  failed  him,  however,  in  1889,  and  he 
took  charge  of  Christ  Church  mission,  at  East 
Tawas,  Michigan,  where  he  remained  from 
April,  1889,  until  July,  1895.  His  work  was 
so  effective  there  that  he  succeeded  in  plac- 
ing the  mission  on  a  permanent  basis,  and  an 
excellent  church  edifice  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  forty-five  hundred  dollars.  Rev.  Webb  ac- 
cepted the  pastorate  of  Grace  Episcopal 
church  at  Mount  Clemens,  in  1895,  and  has 
since  remained  here  as  rector,  lie  has  placed 
improvements  on  the  church  property  to  the 
value  of  thirty-five  hundred  dollars  and  has 
organized  the  work  along  various  lines  until 
the  church  in  all  its  departments  is  now  in 
thriving  condition.  He  is  a  most  earnest  par- 
ish worker,  his  life  consecrated  to  the  cause 
of  Christ,  and  he  is  deeply  and  thoroughly 
interested  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  church 
and  the  welfare  of  the  people. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1886,  Rev.  Webb  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  M.  M.  Lewis, 
a  daughter  of  Charles  J.  Lewis,  of  Ilavaut 
Hants,  England,  and  Matilda  (Dawson) 
Lewis  of  Islington,  Ontario.  Their  children 
are :  Charles  Thomas,  Ambrosse  Anthony, 
Margaret  Lewis  and  Martin  Richard.  The  at- 
mosphere of  the  home  is  that  of  hospitality 
and  good  cheer  and  Rev.  Webb  and  his  wife 
exercise  a  strong  influence  in  social  circles. 
He  is  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  of  nat- 
ural intellectual  vigor  and  force,  in  whom  is 
an  abiding  charity  and  unabating  sympathy, 
which  has  rendered  him  popular  with  all 
classes  and  won  for  him  the  unqualified  re- 
spect of  his  fellow  men. 


WILLIAM  F.  TOMLINSON. 

William  F.  Tomlinson  is  above  all  else  a 
business  man,  alert  and  enterprising,  and  his 
is  a  successful  career.  Success  is  not  a  mat- 
ter of  genius  as  held  by  many,  but  is  rather 
the  result  of  experience  and  sound  judg- 
ment, Self-reliance,  energy  and  honesty  are 
the  traits  of  character  which  insure  the  great- 
est prosperity  and  at  the  same  time  win  an 
honorable  name,  and  to  these  qualities  we  may 
attribute  the  position  to  which  Mr.  Tomlin- 
son has  attained.  He  has  varied  business  in- 
terests in  Macomb  county  and  in  control  of 
these  manifests  keen  discernment  and  marked 
enterprise.     He  was  born    May  14,  1857,  in 
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Reach  township,  Ontario,  Canada,  his  parents 
being  William  and  Phoebe  (Van  Horn)  Tom- 
linson.  His  paternal  grandfather,  James  Os- 
borne, was  born  in  the  Carolinas,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he  owned 
many  large  tracts  of  land,  including  about 
seven  hundred  acres  where  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington now  stands.  This  land  was  all  con- 
fiscated by  the  English  government,  James 
Osborne  having  been  a  captain  in  the  British 
army.  His  daughter,  Sarah  Osborne,  became 
the  wife  of  Jonathan  Tomlinson,  and  in  pos- 
session of  William  F.  Tomlinson,  of  this  re- 
view, there  is  now  an  old  deed  which  was 
made  out  to  her  for  land  situated  in  the 
township  of  Lobo  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
in  the  London  district  of  Canada,  and  signed 
by  the  governor  general  of  Canada  in  1825. 
The  writing,  though  now  somewhat  faded,  is 
still  distinct  and  the  seal  is  still  attached. 

William  Tomlinson,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Phoebe  Van  Horn, 
a  daughter  of  Abraham  Van  Horn,  who  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  and  removed  to  Canada 
about  1800,  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  set- 
tling in  Markam  township,  near  Thornhill,  the 
district  at  that  time  being  an  unbroken  wil- 
derness, there  being  only  one  log  cabin  where 
the  city  of  Toronto  now  stands. 

William  F.  Tomlinson,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record,  came  to  the  United  States 
in  February,  1881,  after  having  pursued  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native4 
province.  He  settled  at  Mount  Clemens, 
where  he  worked  in  the  stave  mill  of  Snook 
&  Robinson  for  about  a  year,  and  during  that 
time  he  purchased  a  small  tract  of  timber  land 
on  the  Lake  Shore  road  in  Chesterfield  town- 
ship. He  at  once  began  to  clear  this  and  for 
several  years  cultivated  a  part  uf  it,  after 
which  he  sold  to  Abraham  Wagner.  On  leav- 
ing Mount  Clemens  he  began  work  on  the 
farm  of  Joseph  Milton,  in  Chesterfield  town- 
ship, and  in  1882  he  took  charge  of  this  place, 
on  which  he  made  many  improvements.  He 
tiled  the  land,  rebuilt  the  barns  and  other 
outbuildings  and  continued  the  work  of  de- 
velopment along  the  most  progressive  lines. 
The  two  large  and  substantial  barns  upon  the 
place  are  well  worthy  of  note.  One  of  these 
was  erected  by  Mr.  Tomlinson-  in  1898  and 
the  other  in  1903.  The  second  has  several 
features  about  it  not  usually  found  in  farm 
buildings.  It  has  a  cement  floor  in  the  base- 
ment, threshing  rooms  and  granaries,  and,  in 
fact,  there  is  no  wood  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  floors  of  this  barn.  There  is  a 
self-supporting  roof  and  altogether  the  barn 


is  one  of  the  finest  to  be  found  in  the  state. 
Its  dimensions  are  thirty-six  by  eighty-six 
feet.  All  of  the  buildings  are  equipped  with 
the  latest  improvements  in  unloading  appa- 
ratus and  in  connection  with  the  barns  he  has 
built  two  large  silos  with  a  capacity  of  two 
hundred  tons. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  is  likewise  a  strong  advocate 
of  the  dairy  as  a  paying  investment  for  the 
farm  and  he  has  on  his  place  about  thirty- 
five  head  of  Jersey  cattle,  all  thoroughbred, 
together  with  twenty-five  milch  cows.  He  is 
the  owner  of  a  fine  thoroughbred  registered 
Jersey  bull,  purchased  from  T.  F.  Marston  of 
Bay  City,  Michigan.  In  connection  with  the 
dairy  is  a  large  cement  tank  in  which  he  places 
the  cans  of  milk  and  through  this  tank  cold 
water  continually  runs,  being  pumped  by 
windmill  power,  and  thus  the  milk  is  kept  cool 
through  the  night  and  each  morning  it  is 
delivered  to  the  Chesterfield  Creamery,  where 
it  has  received  the  highest  test  of  any  milk 
delivered  there.  In  1902  the  average  test  of 
the  milk  for  the  season  was  5. 'I1/*  per 
cent  and  he  has  never  had  a  test  lower 
than  5  per  cent,  lie  takes  good  care  of 
his  stock,  grinds  all.  his  feed  in  his  own 
mill  and  also  does  his  own  threshing.  lie 
was  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  the  Ches- 
terfield Creamery,  soliciting  nearly  all  of  the 
stock.  The  first  building  was  erected  in 
1892  and  this  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1896, 
the  company  losing  everything,  as  it  had 
no  insurance.  With  resolute  purpose,  such 
as  overcomes  discouragement,  Mr.  Tomlinson, 
with  the  aid  of  the  late  Judge  Eldredge,  be- 
gan at  once  to  plan  for  rebuilding,  and  being 
made  head  of  the  building  committee  he 
rushed  the  work  through,  so  that  in  just 
five  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  fire  the  new 
plant  was  in  running  order,  lie  was  the  first 
vice  president  and  a  director,  of  the  company 
until  1901,  when  he  retired  from  all  offices, 
but  is  still  one  of  the  largest  stockholders. 
In  1891  Mr.  Tomlinson  built  a  large  cider  mill 
with  a  capacity  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  barrels.  This  business  has  steadily  in- 
creased from  the  beginning  until  last  year  he 
had  a  run  of  about  forty  thousand  bushels, 
including  custom  work  as  well  as  his  own. 
The  cider  which  he  manufactures  is  always 
pure  and  sweet,  but  contains  no  drugs  or 
spirits.  He  uses  his  own  formula,  which  the 
pure  food  commission  of  the  state  has  ap- 
proved. He  also  makes  apple  jelly  and  ships 
both  cider  and  jelly  to  almost  every  state  in 
the  Union.  Last  year  he  made  large  ship- 
ments to   Bisbee,   Arizona,   to    Texas   and   to 
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Sycamore,  Illinois,  and  he  has  now  placed  the 
industry  in  such  shape  that  he  can  execute 
orders  on  short  notice. 

Although  Mr.  Tomlinson  ?s  farming  and 
kindred  interests  cover  such  a  wide  range  of 
activity  that  many  a  man  would  feel  that  he 
had  no  time  for  any  outside  interests,  Mr. 
Tomlinson  has  nevertheless  extended  his  ef- 
forts to  other  fields  of  labor,  lie  assisted  in 
organizing  the  National  Sand  and  Cement 
Block  Company,  at  No.  4-1-  Jefferson  avenue, 
Detroit,  which  is  capitalized  for  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  and  of  which  he  is  vice  president 
and  a  director.  The  company  owns  its  own 
sand  and  gravel  pits  and  furnishes  sand, 
gravel,  cement  and  other  commodities  to  build- 
ing' contractors.  In  addition  to  this  they  ex- 
pect soon  to  manufacture  cement  blocks  for 
building  purposes.  Mr.  Tomlinson  also  owns 
some  good  paying:  stock  in  oil  wells.  lie  is 
a  man  of  remarkable  business  discernment, 
his  judgment  being  seldom,  if  ever,  at  fault, 
and  whatever  he  undertakes  is  managed  with 
such  care  and  resolution  that  it  becomes  a 
profitable  investment.  lie  likewise  belongs  to 
that  class  of  representative  American  citizens 
who,  while  promoting  individual  success,  also 
contribute  in  large  measure  to  the  general 
welfare. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1882,  Mr.  Tomlinson 
was  married  to  Miss  Mirthy  Treasure,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Speedy  Milton,  of 
Milton,  Chesterfield  township.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England,  and 
came  to  America  in  1832,  settling  on  a  farm 
now  owned  by  Mr.  Tomlinson.  He  died  April 
14,  1879.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Herriman  of  New  Jersey,  and  came  to  Ches- 
terfield township,  Macomb  county,  Michigan, 
in  1831,  her  husband  arriving  here  the  follow- 
ing year.  They  took  up  a  tract  of  wooded 
land  and  began  at  once  to  make  this  a  pro- 
ductive farm.  Mr.  Milton  burned  the  timber, 
as  there  was  no  market  for  wood  in  those 
days.  They  experienced  many  of  the  hard- 
ships and  difficulties  incident  to  pioneer  life, 
but  in  due  course  of  time  developed  a  good 
farm  property  and  as  the  country  became  set- 
tled their  products  brought  to  them  a  good 
return  when  placed  on  the  city  market.  Mrs. 
Milton  was  more  than  sixty  years  a  resident 
of  this  county  and  her  death  occurred  October 
17,  1903.  Mrs.  Tomlinson  is  the  youngest  of 
five  children,  having  one  sister,  Mrs.  Walters 
of  New  Baltimore,  and  three  brothers,  who 
are  living  on  farms  in  Chesterfield  township. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Tomlinson 
were  born  two  children:    llatta  Amber,  who 


is  living  in  Detroit;  and  Worth  Earl,  who  is 
with  his  father  on  the  farm.  Mr.  Tomlinson 
is  a  member  of  Mount  Clemens  Lodge,  I.  0. 
0.  F.,  which  he  joined  in  1881.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  George  Washington  Lodge,  In- 
dependent Order  of  Foresters,  and  is  likewise 
a  member  of  Milton  Grange.  Mr.  Tomlinson 
is  a  man  to  whom  the  mosts  envious  can 
scarcely  grudge  success,  so  well  has  he  earned 
it  and  so  admirably  does  he  use  it.  He  is 
kind,  unaffected  and  approachable  and  every 
comer  has  a  claim  on  his  courteous  attention. 
There  has  been  nothing  sensational  in  his 
career,  every  step  has  been  thoughtfully  and 
deliberately  made  and  every  advance  has  been 
at  the  costs  of  hard  and  self-denying  labor. 
He  stands  to-day  in  his  mature  years  a 
strong  man,  strong  in  the  consciousness  of 
well-spent  days,  strong  to  plan  and  perform 
and  strong  in   his  credit  and  good  name. 


CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  F.  MILLEN. 

Captain  William  F.  Milieu,  who  for  many 
years  was  a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes  and  for 
thirty-five  years  commanded  vessels  as  cap- 
tain, is  now  living  retired  in  Romeo,  where 
he  established  his  home  in  1885.  He  was  born 
in  Jefferson  county.  New  York,  August  5, 
1843.  His  father,  Highland  Milieu,  emigrated 
from  the  north  of  Ireland  to  the  new  world 
when  a  young  man,  settling  in  Jefferson 
county,  and  became  a  hotel  proprietor  at  Mil- 
ieu's Bay  on  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  which 
place  was  named  in  his  honor.  All  of  his 
children  Avere  born  there  and  he  afterward 
took  up  his  abode  upon  the  farm  which  he 
cleared  and  improved,  making  it  a  valuable 
tract,  the  productive  fields  returning  him  good 
harvests.  He  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
there  throughout  his  remaining  days,  passing 
away  in  1880.  lie  served  as  a  custom  house 
officer  for  two  years  and  was  prominent  and 
influential  in  community  affairs  in  his  home 
locality,  having  an  extensive  acquaintance  in 
that  part  of  the  country. 

Captain  Milieu  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead and  assisted  in  developing  the  farm, 
while  in  the  schools  of  Milieu's  Bay  he  pur- 
sued his  education.  He  began  sailing  when 
a  young  man  of  sixteen  years  and  was  upon 
the  Great  Lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence  river, 
going  as  far  as  Ogdensburg.  He  sailed  be- 
tween Ogdensburg,  Chicago,  Duluth  and  Buf- 
falo, handling  grain  and  iron  ore,  and  was 
captain   of,  a  vessel   of   twenty-five  hundred 
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tons,  which  was  then  considered  one  of  the 
large  boats  afloat.  Such  was  his  life,  with 
the  varied  experiences  of  storm  and  calm  up- 
on the  water,  until  1900,  when  he  retired  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Romeo,  making  a  per- 
manent location  here.  lie  was,  at  times,  in 
several  wrecks  and  his  vessel  suffered  con- 
siderable damage,  but  no  life  was  ever  lost. 
In  early  life  he  fell  to  a  distance  of  sixty  feet 
upon  the  deck  of  the  vessel  and  was  badly 
injured,  this  crippling  him  for  about  a  year, 
but  when  he  recovered  he  again  went  upon  the 
water  and  his  entire  business  life  has  been 
spent  as  a  sailor.  In  1901  he  erected  a  neat, 
substantial  residence  on  St,  Clair  street,  in 
Romeo,  and  is  now  enjoying  a  well  earned 
rest, 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1867,  at  Milieu's 
Bay,  New  York,  Mr.  Millen  was  married  to 
Miss  Delia  Mayer,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren :  Clara,  now  the  wife  of  Clarence  Beein- 
er  of  Romeo,  by  whom  she  has  three  children, 
Gladys,  Mareeline  and  William;  and  Grace, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Merton  B.  Smith,  editor 
of  the  Observer  of  Romeo. 

Politically  Captain  Millen  is  a  democrat. 
He  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  but  has  since  changed  his  alle- 
giance to  the  democracy,  to  which  he  now 
gives  earnest  support,  lie  has  served  on  the 
board  of  review  and  was  chairman  of  the 
water  board.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church  and  he  attends  its  ser- 
vices and  contributes  to  its  support,  lie  has 
invested  in  farm  property  as  well  as  in  realty 
in  the  village  and  is  now  thoroughly  identified 
with  the  interests  of  Macomb  county.  He  and 
his  family  are  much  esteemed  here  and  the 
hospitality  of  the  best  homes  of  Romeo  and 
the  surrounding  district  is  freely  accorded 
them.  Captain  Millen  is  a  man  of  social  na- 
ture, genial  disposition  and  is  an  entertaining 
companion,  who  can  relate  many  interesting 
incidents  of  life  on  the  great  lakes. 


JOACHIM  M.  MATTHEWS. 

Joachim  M.  Matthews  is  one  of  the  worthy 
sons  that  Germany  has  furnished  to  this 
state,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Mechlen- 
burg,  May  9,  1850.  His  parents,  Christian 
and  Julia  ( I Jpl a eger)  Matthews,  were  also 
natives  of  Germany.  In  1870  he  came  to 
America,  arriving  in  this  county  on  the  4th 
of  July  of  that  year,  and  when  he  had 
been  a  resident  of  Macomb  county  for  two 


and  a  half  years,  his  home  being  in  Macomb 
township,  his  parents  came.  Christian  Mat- 
thews settled  on  a  farm  in  Chesterfield  town- 
ship and  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
there  throughout  his  remaining  days,  his 
death  occurring  in  1892,  when  he  was  sev- 
enty-three years  of  age.  His  wife  is  still 
living  in  Mount  Clemens.  Although  the 
parents  came  from  Germany  the  Matthews 
family  is  originally  English,  the  ancestors  of 
our  subject  having  lived  in  England  many 
centuries  ago.  Unto  Christian  and  Julia 
Matthews  were  born  eleven  children,  of 
whom  seven  are  now  living :  Mary,  the  wife 
of  Fred  Spaller,  of  Chesterfield  township ; 
Joachim;  Christian,  of  Mount  Clemens;  Lu- 
cetta,  the  wife  of  John  Krause ;  Annie,  the 
wife  of  Hammond  Shultz,  living  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  in  Chesterfield  township ; 
Theodore,  of  Ionia,  Michigan;  and  Henry, 
who  is  living  in  Seattle,  Washington.  Those 
deceased  are:  William,  Augusta,  and  two 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Matthews  of  this  review  pursued  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Germany 
and  in  1870  he  started  for  the  United  States. 
lie  was  first  employed  on  a  farm.  He  then 
came  to  Macomb  township,  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  and  purchased  land  in  1872,  be- 
coming the  owner  of  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  on  which  he  erected  good  out- 
buildings and  made  other  substantial  im- 
provements, remaining  there  for  sixteen 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
took  up  his  abode  in  the  city  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, where  he  opened  a  saloon  which  he  con- 
ducted for  fourteen  years,  when  in  1899  he 
sold  this  business  to  his  sons.  In  1903  he 
erected  a  large  building  for  livery  purposes, 
at  the  corner  of  Court  and  Market  streets, 
and  the  livery  barn  is  now  conducted  by  his 
son  Paul  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Mat- 
thews Livery.  It  is  splendidly  equipped  and 
a  good  patronage  is  enjoyed. 

Mr.  Matthews  was  married,  in  1872,  to 
Miss  Mary  Sanders,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Frederika  (Uplaeger)  Sanders,  and  unto 
them  have  been  born  five  children  :  Paul, 
the  eldest,  who  is  engaged  in  business  with 
his  father,  was  married  in  1894  to  Miss  Nel- 
lie Carton,  a  daughter  of  Richard  Carton, 
of  Detroit,  Michigan;  Albert  is  engaged  in 
the  saloon  business ;  John  was  married  in 
1903  to  Julia  Pringritz,  of  Mount  Clemens; 
Joseph  and  Christian  arc1  also  residents  of 
Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Matthews  has  been 
prominent  in  political  circles  in  his  city  and 
county.     He  served  as  alderman  at  large  for 
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six  years  and  afterward  as  alderman  of  the 
third  ward  for  three  years,  lie  was  also 
poor  commissioner  for  one  term,  was  school 
inspector  in  his  township  for  several  years 
and  in  1902  was  candidate  for  sheriff  of  .Ma- 
comb county.  It  was  at  first  thought  that 
lie  was  elected,  but  upon  a  recount  he  lost 
the  election  by  twenty-one  votes.  His  politi- 
cal views  are  in  accord  with  the  democracy 
and  in  1904  he  was  again  candidate  upon 
that  ticket  for  the  office  of  sheriff.  This 
time  he  polled  a  strong  vote,  the  presiden- 
tial vote  being  nineteen  hundred  and  he  only 
ran  seventy-seven  votes  behind  that  ticket, 
showing  that  he  was  a  popular  candidate, 
lie  also  received  some  of  the  votes  of  the 
prohibition  party,  and  in  his  office  he  has 
discharged  his  duties  in  a  most  commend- 
able manner,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  church.  He  comes  of  a  sturdy 
race,  is  a  man  of  good  business  judgment, 
self-reliant,  firm  of  purpose  and  enterpris- 
ing. He  began  in  the  business  world  with- 
out capital  and  steadily  worked  his  w7ay  up- 
ward, and  to-day  is  the  possessor  of  a  com- 
fortable competence.  In  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  he  is  prompt  and  fearless  and 
what  he  has  done  awakens  high  commenda- 
tion and  trust. 


ROBERT  POSNER. 

Robert  Posner,  who  is  engaged  in  the  un- 
dertaking business  in  Mount  Clemens  and  is 
a  prominent  factor  in  political  circles,  was 
born  in  Waldenburg,  Prussia,  Germany,  July 
10,  1850,  his  parents  being  August  and  The- 
resa (Leyer)  Posner,  Avho  were  natives  of 
Prussia  and  Bohemia  respectively.  They 
came  to  America  in  1854,  settling  in  Macomb 
township,  Macomb  county,  where  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  also 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  potash.  He 
was  a  brick-maker  by  trade  and  carried  on 
work  along  that  line  for  a  brief  period.  He 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine 
years  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  same 
age.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
but  Robert  is  the  only  one  now  living.  The 
others  were  August,  Charlotte,  Christina  and 
Throngott.  August  was  also  an  undertaker, 
having  carried  on  business  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan. 

Robert  Posner,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth, 
was  educated  in  the  German  schools,  at  Wal- 
denburg,  Macomb  county,  and  he  entered 
upon  his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  a  hard- 


ware store  in  Mount  Clemens,  his  employers 
being  Robertson  &  Daley.  He  entered  their 
service  in  1871  and  remained  with  them  for 
nine  years.  He  then  purchased  the  business 
and  formed  a  partnership  wTith  William  Chit- 
tenden under  the  firm  name  of  Chittenden  & 
Posner.  When  three  years  had  passed  he 
purchased  Air.  Chittenden's  interest  and  ad- 
mitted Anthony  Czizek  to  a  partnership  under 
the  firm  name  of  Posner  &  Czizek.  Two  years 
later  Mr.  Posner  became  sole  proprietor  and 
conducted  the  business  alone  for  four  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  his  hard- 
ware store  and  turned  his  attention  to  the 
livery  business,  which  he  conducted  with  suc- 
cess for  eleven  years.  During  the  last  three 
years  of  that  time  he  was  also  engaged  in 
the  undertaking  business,  beginning  in  this 
line  in  1896.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1904, 
he  admitted  his  son,  Robert  W.  Posner  to  a 
partnership  under  the  firm  style  of  Posner 
&  Son.  lie  has  prospered  in  his  undertak- 
ings and  has  now  a  very  extensive  patronage. 
He  is  a  professional  embalmer  and  under- 
taker, thoroughly  understanding  the  latest 
improvements  in  connection  with  the  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Posner  introduced  the  first  ambu- 
lance in  Mount  Clemens. 

■On  the  17th  of  May,  1870,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Posner  and  Miss  Mary  Krue- 
ger,  the  only  daughter  of  John  Krueger  of 
Macomb  township,  this  county.  Their  chil- 
dren are:  Robert  W.,  Theodore  IT.  and  Clar- 
ence C.  On  May  14,  1905,  Mr.  Posner  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife.  Mr. 
Posner  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democracy,  is  deeply  interested  in  its  success, 
does  all  in  his  power  to  promote  its  growth 
and  has  been  elected  to  office  on  its  ticket, 
having  served  both  as  alderman  and  super- 
visor from  the  third  ward.  lie  is  a  man  of 
fine  physique,  genial  temperament  and  social 
disposition  and  he  makes  friends  wherever 
he  goes.  His  success  in  life  is  clue  entirely 
to  his  own  well  directed  efforts,  for  he  started 
out  in  the  humble  capacity  of  a  clerk  without 
capital  and  has  steadily  worked  his  way  up- 
ward until  he  is  now  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  Mount  Clemens. 


JOHN  I.  CRISSMAN. 

John  I.  Crissman,  who  operates  the  Canal 
Roller  Mills  in  the  village  of  Utica  and  is 
also  president  of  the  village,  was  born  June 
12,   1859,  in  Washington  township,  Macomb 
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county,  his  parents  being  David  II.  and  Olive 
M.  (Meeker)  Crissman.  The  father  was  born 
in  New  Jersey  and  was  of  Dutch  lineage, 
while  the  mother's  people  came  from  New 
York,  and  in  the  Empire  state  her  birth 
occurred.  David  II.  Crissman  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  and  on  leaving  New 
Jersey  came  to  Michigan  in  1832,  settling  in 
Washington  township,  where  he  purchased 
land  that  was  wild  and  unimproved.  His 
father  had  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  which 
the  sons  inherited  and  in  addition  to  the 
share  which  he  received  David  II.  Crissman 
bought  for  himself  about  forty  acres.  This 
tract  now  belongs  to  a  brother  of  our  subject. 
In  the  family  were  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, namely:  Benjamin  A.,  who  is  married 
and  lives  in  Utica,  devoting  his  attention  to 
farming;  Michael  J.,  who  is  married  and  owns 
one  of  the  old  home  farms  but  makes  his 
home  in  liomeo;  John  I. ;  Charles  0.,  who  is 
living  on  the  old  family  homestead  and  is 
married  and  has  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters; and  Mertie  E.,  the  wife  of  George  E. 
Eckert,  a  lawyer  of  Detroit  by  whom  she  has 
one  daughter. 

John  I.  Crissman  pursued  his  education  in 
the  country  schools  and  in  the  graded  schools 
of  Washington,  spending  a  year  there.  He 
early  became  familiar  with  farm  work  in  all 
its  departments  and  continued  upon  the  home 
farm  until  he  attained  his  majority,  after 
which  he  spent  a  year  as  a  clerk  in  a  general 
store  in  Frankfort.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  came  to  Utica  to  take  charge  of  the 
mills  here  owned  by  his  father.  These  are 
the  Canal  Roller  Mills,  with  a  capacity  of 
seventy-five  barrels  per  day.  The  plant  is 
operated  by  both  water  and  steam  power  and 
does  custom  work.  Mr.  Crissman  took  charge 
of  the  mill  February  24,  1882,  and  has  since 
been  manager.  He  also  handles  some  real- 
estate  in  Bay  City  and  other  points  in  Ma- 
comb county. 

In  October,  1886,  Mr.  Crissman  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Jennie  Mullen,  a  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Priscilla  (Connell)  Mullen,  who 
resided  in  Utica.  Her  father  was  an  engi- 
neer at  different  times  on  a  number  of  rail- 
roads but  afterward  retired  and  thus  lived 
until  called  to  his  final  rest.  The  Mullens 
were  of  English  lineage  and  more  remotely 
of  Scotch  descent,  the  name  formerly  being 
MacMullen.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Crissman 
was  of  Irish  lineage.  The  daughter  pursued 
her  education  in  the  schools  of  Utica  and  for 
about  six  years  was  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Macomb  and  Oakland  counties. 


Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crissman  have  been 
born  two  sons:  I.  Stanley,  who  was  born 
July  26,  1893;  and  John  Sherman,  born  De- 
cember 31,  1896.  Both  are  public  school  stu- 
dents in  Utica.  Mr.  Crissman  gives  his  politi- 
cal support  to  the  democratic  party  with 
which  he  has  affiliated  since  attaining  his 
majority.  He  has  served  as  township  clerk 
and  treasurer  in  Shelby  township,  filling  the 
latter  position  for  six  years  and  at  one  time 
was  a  candidate  for  county  treasurer  but  was 
defeated.  For  sixteen  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  town  board  and  for  twelve  years 
has  been  its  president,  while  for  eight  years 
he  has  served  on  the  school  board.  In  all 
these  offices  he  has  discharged  his  duties  with 
promptness,  fidelity  and  capability,  putting 
forth  effective  and  far-reaching  effort  for 
the  general  good.  He  belongs  to  Utica  lodge, 
No.  75,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Order  of  Eastern 
Star,  in  which  she  is  holding  office.  Mr. 
Crissman  is  also  connected  with  Utica  lodge. 
No.  75,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  the  Maccabees  tent. 
No.  184.  He  has  been  steward  for  two  years 
in  the  Masonic  lodge,  is  noble  grand  in  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  finance  keeper  for  the  Mac- 
cabees. His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  was  worthy  matron 
of  the  Eastern  Star  for  several  terms.  They 
are  prominent  and  influential  in  community 
affairs  in  Utica  and  he  is  regarded  not  only 
as  a  leading  business  man  here  but  also  as 
one  whose  efforts  have  been  of  material  bene- 
fit in  behalf  of  general  progress. 


AUGUST  DITTRICH. 


August  Dittrich,  living  on  section  8,  Clin- 
ton township,  and  prominent  in  public  affairs 
of  his  locality,  is  classed  with  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Macomb  county,  having  arrived  here 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1849.  He  was  born  in 
Saxony,  Germany,  December  11,  1837,  and 
was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents  when 
a  lad  of  eleven  or  twelve  years,  the  family 
home  being  established  in  Macomb  county. 
He  had  fair  school  advantages  which  pre- 
pared him  for  the  transaction  of  business  and 
the  performance  of  life's  practical  duties  and 
his  training  at  farm  labor  was  not  meagre,  for 
from  an  early  age  he  assisted  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  fields  on  the  old  home  place. 
After  arriving  at  years  of  maturity  he  was 
married,  in  1865,  to  Miss  Caroline  Dittrich. 
He  returned  to  the  fatherland  and  was  there 
married,  after  which  he  brought  his  bride  to 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


79 


the  new  world  and  settled  upon  the  farm 
which  is  yet  his  home,  lie  secured  this  land, 
building  the  fences  and  opening  up  the  fields, 
carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  with  good 
success.  When  he  had  followed  farming  here 
for  a  number  of  year's  after  his  marriage  he 
was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  about  1867,  leaving  one  son, 
Frank  Dittrich,  who  is  now  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens. Mr.  Dittrich  of  this  review  was  mar- 
ried again  in  1880,  his  second  union  being 
with  Henrietta  Fox,  who  was  born  in  Macomb 
county  and  is  a  daughter  of  Gustavus  Fox,  a 
native  of  Connecticut  and  a  son  of  Joel  Fox, 
who  came  with  his  family  to  Michigan  about 
1830,  being  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
part  of  the  state  and  with  its  pioneer  develop- 
ment he  was  closely  connected,  Gustavus 
Fox  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Burnham,  a 
native  of  New  York,  lie  entered  land  from 
the  government,  clearing  and  improving  a 
farm,  and  thereon  reared  his  family  and  spent 
his  remaining  days,  his  death  occurring  here 
when  he  had  almost  reached  the  very  venera- 
ble age  of  ninety-five  years,  departing  this 
life  in  November,  1904.  There  is  one  son  by 
the  second  marriage,  Harry  Dittrich,  who  is 
a  machinist  by  trade  and  assists  his  father  in 
carrying  on  the  home  farm. 

August  Dittrich  has  devoted  his  entire  life 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  is  thoroughly  conver- 
sant with  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil 
in  this  part  of  the  county  and  by  his  persis- 
tent energy  and  unremitting  diligence  has 
gained  a  place  among  the  substantial  citizens 
of  Clinton  township.  He  never  falters  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  democratic  party,  having 
been  true  to  its  principles  since  casting  his 
first  presidential  ballot  for  James  Buchanan. 
He  was  elected  and  served  for  nine  years  as 
highway  commissioner,  during  which  time 
he  laid  out  roads,  built  bridges  and  otherwise 
improved  the  district  in  this  direction.  Later 
he  was  elected  and  served  for  twenty  consecu- 
tive years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  a  fact  which 
indicates  his  faithfulness  to  duty  and  his  fair- 
ness and  equity  in  the  trial  of  the  different 
cases  which  are  presented  before  him.  His 
even-handed  justice  "won  him  golden  opin- 
ions from  all  sorts  of  people/'  The  cause  of 
education  has  also  found  in  him  a  warm 
friend  and  as  a  school  trustee  and  as  school 
director  he  has  given  his  influence  for  the 
improvement  of  the  schools.  He  and  his  wife 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  but 
he  was  reared  in  the  Evangelical  faith.  Later, 
however,  he  joined  the  Methodist  church  with 
his  wife,   who   is   active  in   the  work  of  the 


church,  especially  in  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 
Mr.  Dittrich  has  long  been  regarded  as  one 
of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Clin- 
ton township,  the  numerous  official  positions 
which  he  has  filled  indicating  the  trust  and 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  towns- 
men. He  has  ever  been  found  worthy  of  high 
regard  and  his  name  should  also  be  enrolled 
among  the  pioneer  settlers,  for  during  fifty- 
six  years  he  has  lived  in  this  part  of  the  state. 


PAUL  LEUSCHNER,  M.  D. 

Paul  Leuschner,  physician  and  surgeon  of 
.Mount  Clemens,  whose  practice  evinces  a  strict 
adherence  to  high  professional  ideals,  was 
born  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  June  24,  1862,  and 
is  of  German  lineage.  His  grandfather,  John 
Christian  Leuschner,  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  in  Leipsic,  Germany,  and  at  the 
command  of  the  king,  during  the  Avar  of  1812, 
lie  saved  a  regiment  of  German  soldiers  by 
leading  them  to  a  place  of  concealment  in  a 
wood,  while  the  French  army  was  passing. 
His  son,  Otto  Leuschner,  born  in  Germany, 
came  to  America  in  early  manhood  and  was  a 
pioneer  chemist  of  Detroit,  where  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  was  proprietor  of  the  Inter- 
national Drug  Store.  He  was  married  in  this 
country,  in  the  '50s,  to  Miss  Caroline  Hum- 
burg,  whose  father  was  a  druggist  of  Bor- 
ham,  Germany,  and  a  man  of  influence  in  his 
city.  He  served  as  mayor  and  in  other  posi- 
tions of  local  prominence  for  forty  years  and 
died  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-nine. 
Otto  Leuschner  died  in  Detroit  in  1858,  at 
the  age  of  forty-six  years.  Unto  him  and  his 
wife  were  born  seven  children. 

Paul  Leuschner,  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth, 
began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Germany  and  later  went  abroad  with  his 
mother  and  brother  Richard,  the  sons  being 
placed  in  school  in  the  fatherland.  Paul 
Leuschner  studied  pharmacy  and  after  his 
return  to  America  he  became  an  apprentice 
in  that  line  and  was  eventually  graduated 
from  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy 
with  the  class  of  1887.  He  then  pursued  a 
course  in  medicine  and  surgery  in  the  Michi- 
gan College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  and 
when  he  had  won  his  degree  entered  upon 
practice  in  Detroit,  where  he  remained  for  a 
year.  In  1898  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens, 
where  he  has  since  enjoyed  a  lucrative  patron- 
age, confining  his  attention  to  office  and  bath- 
ing practice. 

Dr.  Leuschner  is  a  member  of  the  North- 
eastern Medical  Society.     He  is  a  man  of  firm, 
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resolute  character,  is  careful  and  painstaking 
in  his  practice  and  entertains  high  ideals, 
while  his  professional  service  manifests  strict 
conformity  to  a  high  standard  of  medical 
ethics.  His  office  is  splendidly  equipped  with 
all  modern  devices  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
labors  of  the  physician.  He  is  a  man  of  fine 
appearance,  and  commands  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all,  while  his  friends  hold  him 
in  warmest   regard. 


LEANDER  H.  IIETCR1MAN. 

Leander  II.  Herriman,  a  representative 
farmer  of  Macomb  county,  was  born  June  28, 
1840,  in  Chesterfield  township.  His  grand- 
father, Joseph  Herriman,  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey  and  came  to  this  county  in  1831, 
during  the  pioneer  epoch  in  its  development. 
He  purchased  about  four  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  Chesterfield  township  from  the  gov- 
ernment and  while  establishing,  his  home  here 
and  developing  a  farm  he  experienced  many 
hardships,  being  deprived  of  many  of  the 
conveniences  and  comforts  to  which  he  had 
been  accustomed  in  his  old  home  in  the  east. 
The  entire  trip  westward  had  been  made 
with  a  team  of  horses  and  sleigh  and  in 
some  places  it  was  necessary  to  cut  their  way 
through  the  forests,  the  trees  being  so  close 
that  the  sleigh  could  not  pass  between  them. 
On  reaching  the  Detroit  river  it  was  found 
that  they  would  have  to  cross  on  ice,  but  it 
had  not  frozen  solidly  enough  and  the  horses 
broke  through  and  Mr.  Herriman  and  his 
family  had  a  narrow  escape  from  drowning. 
They  finally  reached  Detroit  and  after  mak- 
ing several  trips  into  the  country  surround- 
ing that  city,  the  grandfather  finally  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  in  Chesterfield  town- 
ship. Four  of  his  children  remained  with 
him  to  help  clear  and  improve  the  farm  and 
upon  that  property  he  spent  his  remaining 
days,  passing  away  in  1863. 

John  Herriman,  father  of  Leander  11.  Her- 
riman, was  a  native  of  New  York,  born  in 
1805,  near  Phelps,  Ontario  county,  and  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age  when,  in  1830, 
he  came  to  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  set- 
tling in  Chesterfield  township.  Here  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  government  land  on 
the  Gratiot  road,  and  in  order  to  reach  his 
farm  he  had  to  cut  his  way  through  dense 
underbrush,  for  the  roads  at  that  time  had 
not  been  laid  out  to  any  great  extent  and 
there  was  much  hard  work  that  fell  to  the  lot 
of  the  early  settler.    Mr.  Herriman  began  at 


once  to  improve  and  cultivate  his  land.  He 
burned  the  timber  in  order  to  get  rid  of  it, 
for  there  was  then  no  market  for  wood.  The 
first  few  years  the  only  crops  that  he  could 
raise  were  corn  and  potatoes.  He  belonged 
to  that  class  of  resolute  frontiersmen,  who 
bravely  faced  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of 
life  in  the  west  in  order  that  they  might 
make  homes  for  their  families,  and  as  the 
years  passed  by  his  labors  were  rewarded 
by  a  comfortable  competence.  He  married 
Matilda  Kirkham,  also  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire state. 

Leander  H.  Herriman  is  indebted  to  the 
public  schools  of  Macomb  county  for  the 
educational  privileges  he  enjoyed.  When 
only  ten  years  of  age  he  began  work  in  the 
fields  and  thus  was  unable  to  attend  school 
through  the  summer  months,  although  he 
continued  his  studies  in  the  winter  seasons 
until  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  early  became 
familiar  with  farm  work  in  all  of  its  depart- 
ments and  continued  to  assist  his  father  un- 
til thirty-six  years  of  age,  when  he  rented  a 
farm  for  two  years.  At  the  same  time  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  from  which 
he  cut  the  trees  and  then  sold  the  wood. 
When  he  was  thirty-eight  years  of  age  he 
was  given  his  present  farm  and  this  has 
since  been  his  home.  Its  splendid  appear- 
ance indicates  his  careful  supervision  and 
shows  him  to  be  a  thrifty,  energetic  agricul- 
turist, who  thoroughly  understands  the  best 
methods  of  caring  for  the  fields.  All  of  the 
buildings  and  fences  upon  his  place  are  kept 
in  good  condition  and  the  farm  presents  a 
very  neat  and  thrifty  appearance.  Mr.  Her- 
riman has  made  many  improvements  here. 
He  rebuilt  a  large  barn  in  1902,  the  follow- 
ing year  erected  a  new  residence  and  he  has 
since  remodeled  the  house,  making  a  very 
pleasant  home.  During  the  past  ten  years 
he  has  given  considerable  attention  to  the 
dairy  business  and  his  stock  includes  some 
thoroughbred  Jersey  cows.  He  sends  all  of 
his  milk  to  the  Chesterfield  creamery,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is 
now  a  stockholder. 

Mr.  Herriman  has  been  married  twice.  He 
first  wedded  Fannie  Warner,  a  daughter  of 
Reuben  Warner,  of  New  York,  the  wedding 
taking  place  on  November  20,  1862.  There 
were  five  children  born  of  this  marriage,  but 
only  one  is  living — Judson  G.,  who  was  the 
youngest  and  is  still  with  his  father.  The  de- 
ceased are :  Edna  L.,  who  married  Fred  Her- 
ring, of  Newr  Baltimore,  and  died  in  August, 
1899 ;  Jessie  V.,  the  wife  of  Monroe  Blakeley, 
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of  Chesterfield  township,  her  death  occurring 
November  25,  1895;  and  William  and  Allie, 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  wife  and  mother 
passed  away  in  April,  1880.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Herriman  chose  Phoebe  (Rogers) 
Todd,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Lydia 
Rogers,  of  Alma,  Gratiot  county.  They  were 
married  October  22,  1884.  There  is  one 
child  by  Mrs.  Herriman 's  former  marriage— 
Lydia  Louise,  the  wife  of  Marshall  Lefurgey, 
a  furniture  dealer  and  undertaker  of  Mount 
Morris,  Michigan.  Mrs.  Herriman 's  father 
was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  New  York, 
September  16,  1820,  and  in  1849  removed  to 
Alma,  Gratiot  county,  Michigan,  where  he 
opened  a  blacksmith  shop,  conducting  that 
business  until  1861.  He  then  enlisted  as  a 
private  of  the  Eighth  Michigan  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. The  regiment  was  at  once  ordered  to 
the  front  and  after  experiencing  the  usual 
hardships  and  rigors  of  war  he  was  mustered 
out  with  shattered  health  at  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities. He  then  returned  to  his  home  in 
Alma,  but  not  being  able  to  follow  his  trade, 
he  retired  from  active  business  life.  While 
visiting  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Herriman,  in 
1903,  he  became  ill  and  died  on  the  24th  of 
December  of  that  year,  his  remains  being 
taken  to  Alma  for  burial. 

Mr.  Herriman  is  a  member  of  Milton- 
grange  and  his  wife  is  lecturer  therein.  She 
has  given  every  motherly  care  and  attention 
to  the  children  of  her  husband's  first  mar- 
riage. He  possesses  a  genial  disposition  and 
kindly  spirit  that  have  gained  him  many 
friends  among  his  neighbors  and  acquaint- 
ances in  Macomb  county.  Here  he  has  spent 
his  entire  life  and  is,  therefore,  largely  fa- 
miliar with  much  of  the  history,  develop- 
ment and  progress  here.  He  has  taken  just 
pride  in  what  has  been  accomplished  and  as 
an  agriculturist  he  has  borne  his  full  part  in 
the  work  of  advancement  and  progress 
along  this  line. 


JOHN  McCAFFERTY,  JR. 

Romeo  has  a  large  population  of  retired 
men — men  who  for  many  years  have  been 
active  and  enterprising  in  business  affairs, 
carefully  managing  their  interests  until  as  a 
result  of  their  close  application,  diligence 
and  keen  business  discernment,  they  have  ac- 
quired a  competence  that  enables  them  to  put 
aside  further  labors.  To  this  class  belongs 
Mr.  McCafferty,  who,  for  a  number  of  years 
was  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  in 


stock-raising  and  shipping.  He  has  always 
been  a  resident  of  Macomb  county,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Bruce  township,  October 
20,  1838.  He  represents  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  here,  his  father,  John  Mc- 
Cafferty, Sr.,  having  arrived  in  this  county 
in  1826,  when  the  work  of  progress  and  im- 
provement had  been  scarcely  begun.  He 
took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest  about  two  miles  from  Romeo.  There 
were  no  roads  and  only  a  trail  led  the  way 
to  his  place.  The  land  was  covered  with  the 
native  forest  trees  but  soon  the  sound  of  his 
ax  awakened  the  echoes  there  and  he  con- 
tinued the  work  of  cultivation  until  he 
had  opened  up  a  good  farm  which  was  made 
to  bloom  and  blossom  as  the  rose.  He 
reared  his  family  upon  this  farm  and  there 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1861.  His  wife  died 
the  year  previous.  In  their  family  were  three 
sons  and  four  daughters  who  reached  adult 
age,  while  one  sister  and  a  brother  of  our 
subject  are  now  living. 

John  McCafferty,  Jr.,  was  reared  on  the 
old  homestead  farm  and  like  the  family  ex- 
perienced many  of  the  hardships  and  diffi- 
culties incident  to  life  on  the  frontier.  He 
was  educated  in  the  home  school  and  when 
not  occupied  with  the  duties  of  the  school- 
room worked  in  the  fields,  assisting  largely  in 
the  plowing,  planting  and  harvesting.  Al- 
though his  educational  privileges  in  youth 
were  somewhat  limited  he  has  become  a  well 
informed  man  as  the  years  have  passed  by. 
He  remained  with  his  father  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority  and  then  began  working 
by  the  month,  being  thus  employed  for  seven 
years,  remaining  with  two  men  during  that 
entire  period.  He  saved  his  earnings  and 
purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land,  becoming  the 
owner  of  forty  acres  which  Avas  covered  with 
timber.  He  cut  down  the  trees,  grubbed  up 
the  stumps  and  in  course  of  time  had  rich 
fields  where  before  stood  the  unbroken  for- 
ests. Later,  as  his  financial  resources  in- 
creased, he  bought  more  land  from  time  to 
time  and  eventually  became  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres.  This  he  after- 
ward traded  for  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty-two  acres  on  section  6,  Ray  township, 
east  of  Romeo.  This  was  a  well  improved 
and  valuable  property  and  Mr.  McCafferty 
paid  six  thousand  dollars  as  the  difference 
in  the  value  of  the  two  places.  Thus  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
all  of  Ray  township  and  in  connection  with 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  engaged  in  raising 
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and  feeding  stock,  making  a  specialty  of  fat- 
tening lambs  for  the  market,  usually  feeding 
and  fattening  about  four  hundred  each  win- 
ter. He  was  active  in  his  farming  and  stock 
raising  interests  until  1902,  when  he  sold  his 
farm  and  removed  to  Romeo.  Here  he  is  en- 
gaged in  loaning  money  and  in  investing  in 
farm  and  town  property.  He  has  also  been 
a  director  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  for  fifteen  years  and  for  twenty 
years  he  served  as  a  director  in  the  Arma- 
da Agricultural  Association.  He  has  ever 
been  interested  in  those  things  which  tend  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  agricultural  class, 
that  render  their  labors  more  effective  and 
produce  better  results,  and  in  all  his  work 
he  is  progressive  as  well  as  practical  and  by 
his  ready  adoption  of  modern  methods  his 
farm  was  made  to  yield  a  splendid  financial 
return. 

Mr.  McCafferty  was  married,  in  Armada, 
in  1862,  to  Miss  Louisa  Hewlett,  a  native  of 
Maoomb  county,  who  was  born  and  educated 
in  Armada.  They  had  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  reared  and  educated  a  niece,  Miss 
Belle  Hewlett,  who  was  graduated  from 
the  Romeo  high  school  and  died  September 
14,  1903.  Mr.  McCafferty  lost  his  wife  in 
1904,  her  death  occurring  on  the  7th  of  April, 
of  that  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCafferty  vis- 
ited her  sister  in  San  Francisco  during  1873, 
spending  five  weeks  in  California.  Mr.  Mc- 
Cafferty now  has  a  niece,  Lena  Hewlett,  with 
him.  She  acts  as  her  uncle's  housekeeper  and 
is  also  a  student  in  the  Romeo  schools. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  McCafferty  is  a 
stanch  democrat,  but  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired office,  preferring  to  /Concentrate  his  en- 
ergies and  attention  upon  his  business  affairs 
and  other  interests.  In  Masonry  he  has  at- 
tained the  Royal  Arch  degree  and  has  served 
as  captain  of  the  chapter  for  several  terms. 
While  not  a  member  of  any  church  he  usually 
attends  the  services  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  contributes  liberally  to  its  sup- 
port. His  history  is  that  of  a  noble  life  from 
the  fact  that  his  advancement  has  been  ac- 
quired entirely  through  his  own  labors. 

Though  no  land  is  richer  in  oportunities 
or  offers  greater  advantages  to  its  citizens 
than  America,  success  is  not  to  be  obtained 
through  desire,  but  must  be  persistently 
sought.  In  America  "labor  is  king,"  and  the 
man  who  resolutely  sets  to  work  to  accom- 
plish a  x>urpose  is  certain  of  success  if  he  has 
but  the  qualities  of  perseverance,  untiring 
energy  and  practical  common  sense.  Mr. 
McCafferty  is  one   whose   career   excites   the 


admiration  and  gains  the  respect  of  all,  for 
through  his  diligence  and  persistent  purpose 
he  has  won  a  leading  place  in  Romeo. 


FERDINAND  W.  MATZ. 

Ferdinand  W.  Matz,  who  is  filling  the  office 
of  county  treasurer,  his  promptness  and  fidel- 
ity in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  winning 
him  commendation,  was  born  in  Germany, 
November  25,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Ferdinand 
A.  and  Ernestine  (Sucow)  Matz,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Germany  and  after  their  mar- 
riage removed  to  Niagara  county.  New  York, 
while  in  1875  they  became  residents  of  Clin- 
ton township,  in  Macomb  county,  Michigan. 
Here  the  father  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and 
carried  on  farming  throughout  his  remaining 
days.  He  passed  away  March  9,  1898,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  his 
wife  died  November  28,  1878,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one  years.  In  their  family  were  six 
children  of  whom  three  are  now  living,  name- 
ly: August,  a  resident  of  Sterling  township; 
Charles,  who  is  living  in  Clinton  township; 
and  Ferdinand  W.  Those  deceased  are:  Fred, 
who  died  in  South  Dakota;  Augusta,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  and  Louise, 
who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years. 

Ferdinand  W.  Matz  was  a  public  school 
student  in  Germany  until  fourteen  years  of 
age  and  following  the  emigration  of  the  fam- 
ily to  America  he  spent  two  winter  seasons 
in  the  public  schools  of  Niagara  county,  New 
York.  Later  he  was  a  student  for  two  years 
in  Lewiston,  New  York,  and  during  the 
summer  months  he  worked  upon  a  farm.  In 
1875  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  father, 
the  family  home  being  established  in  Clinton 
township,  and  there  he  assisted  in  general 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1880,  when  he 
bought  the  farm  of  his  father.  He  still  owns 
the  old  homestead,  which  is  splendidly  im- 
proved in  keeping  with  modern  methods. 
There  is  a  fine  residence  upon  the  place,  two 
large  barns,  other  substantial  outbuildings, 
excellent  wells,  the  latest  improved  machin- 
ery, and  in  fact  everything  needed  to  keep 
his  farm  in  first  class  condition.  For  six 
years  he  has  been  secretary  of  the  German 
Farmers  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Ma- 
comb and  Wayne  counties  and  during  the 
period  of  his  incumbency  the  capital  stock 
was  increased  from  two  million,  five  hundred 
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thousand  dollars  to  three  million,  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

In  public  affairs  he  is  deeply  interested  and 
is  a  well  known  advocate  of  republican  prin- 
ciples, doing  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the 
growth  and  insure  the  success  of  his  party. 
He  was  elected  treasurer  of  Macomb  county 
on  the  republican  ticket  in  1902  by  a  majority 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  no  high- 
er testimonial  of  his  capable  service,  his 
promptness  and  reliability  can  be  given  than 
the  fact  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1904,  by  a 
majority  of  thirteen  hundred  and  eighty-six. 
He  belongs  to  the  German  Lutheran  church 
of  Mount  Clemens  and  is  interested  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  material,  political  and 
moral  progress  of  his  community. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1880,  Mr.  Matz 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Bahl- 
man,  a  daughter  of  John  Bahlman  of  Clinton 
township,  Macomb  county.  Unto  them  have 
been  born  seven  children.  Those  living  are : 
.Minnie  E.,  the  wife  of  Alfred  Bolle,  who  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead  farm  and  has  one 
daughter— Loretta  ;  Ottilie,  Edgar  J.,  Wil- 
liam, and  Mary,  all  at  home.  Those  deceased 
are:  Helen,  who  died  January  15,  1892;  and 
Ferdinand  J.  W.,  who  died  May  28,  1902,  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years.  Mr.  Matz  has 
now  made  his  home  in  Macomb  county  for 
thirty  years  and  during  this  period  has  wit- 
nessed many  changes  as  consecutive  progress 
has  been  made  along  lines  of  normal  improve- 
ment. 


WILLIAM  F.  KRACHT. 

William  F.  Kracht,  who  is  filling  the  posi- 
tion of  city  clerk  and  is  also  connected  with 
the  manufacture  of  the  Kracht  pianos,  his  in- 
ventive genius  adding  much  to  the  improve- 
ment of  that  instrument,  was  born  in  Detroit, 
Michigan,  August  28,  1868,  and  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  old  families  of  this 
state,  his  paternal  grandfather,  Frederick 
Kracht,  having  located  here  at  an  early  day. 
The  father,  John  Kracht,  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  but  in  early  life  came  to  the  United 
States  and  was  here  married  to  Miss  Minnie 
Brandt,  also  a  native  of  Germany.  His  death 
occurred  in  Mount  Clemens  when  he  was 
sixty-four  years  of  age.  He  had  devoted  his 
time  and  energies  to  farming  during  the  early 
part  of  his  business  career.  In  his  family 
were  three  children.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Frederick  Brandt,  was  born  in  Ger- 


many and  following  his  emigration  to  Amer- 
ica became  a  resident  of  Eoseville,  Macomb 
county,  Michigan,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years. 

William  F.  Kracht  pursued  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  after  putting  aside 
his  text-books  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabi- 
net-maker and  piano  manufacturer.  He  was 
employed  in  that  way  for  seven  years  in  De- 
troit, during  which  time  he  mastered  the  busi- 
ness in  every  department.  In  1884  he  came 
to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  established  a 
general  mercantile  store  which  he  conducted 
with  success  until  1902,  when  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  city  clerk.  He  still  has  busi- 
ness interests  here,  however,  having  been  one 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Kracht  Piano  Com- 
pany, and  he  now  devotes  the  greater  part 
of  his  leisure  time  to  invention,  having  made 
a  number  of  improvements  upon  the  piano 
and  several  new  devices,  wdiich  the  musical 
world  recognizes  as  valuable.  He  is  greatly 
interested  in  his  work  along  this  line  and 
possesses  much  mechanical   skill  and  ability. 

In  December,  188-4,  Mr.  Kracht  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Brandt,  a  daughter 
of  Frederick  Brandt  and  they  have  one  child 
— Harry  C.  Politically  Mr.  Kracht  is  a  re- 
publican and  in  1902  was  elected  city  clerk 
by  a  majority  of  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
four.  That  his  service  was  capable  and  most 
satisfactory  to  the  public  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1904  by  an  in- 
creased majority,  his  vote  being  five  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  in  excess  of  his  opponent's. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Mount  Clem- 
ens lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  for  six- 
teen years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, and  for  six  years  was  secretary  of 
Lodge  No.  163,  K.  (').'  T.  M.  He  is  also' com 
nected  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica, and  the  Arbeiter  Society,  in  which  he  is 
now  serving  as  arbeiter.  He  is  popular  with 
the  people,  having  the  qualities  of  manhood 
which  gain  him  warm  friendship  and  high 
regard  and  in  business  and  political  circles 
he  has  gained  a  prominent  place  in  Mount 
Clemens   and   Macomb   county. 


CHARLES  AMIEL  MILLER. 

Charles  Ami  el  Miller,  now  living  retired 
in  New  Baltimore,  has  for  forty  years  made 
his  home  in  this  county  and  has  contributed 
in  substantial  measure  to  the  improvement 
and    upbuilding    of    the    city    in    which    he 
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lives  through  his  activity  in  business  af- 
fairs and  co-operation  in  public  measures 
which  have  for  their  object  the  welfare 
and  progress  of  the  locality.  He  was 
born  in  Baden,  Germany,  October  16,  1846, 
near  old  Fort  Strausburg,  a  son  of  Fred- 
erick C.  and  Louise  (Sulzer)  Miller,  also 
natives  of  Baden.  They  came  to  America  in 
1852,  settling  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
where  Frederick  Miller  conducted  a  meat  mar- 
ket until  September  3,  1864,  when  he  removed 
to  New  Baltimore,  Michigan,  and  purchased 
a  meat  market  from  James  Hatha  way.  This 
he  conducted  until  1882,  when  he  retired 
from  active  business  life.  He  is  still  a  stock- 
holder in  the  New  Baltimore  creamery  and 
also  in  the  New  Baltimore  Elevator  Com- 
pany and  he  yet  owns  his  farm  in  Chester- 
field township,  near  New  Baltimore.  He  was 
at  one  time  a  member  of  the  city  council, 
and  has  been  active  and  influential  in  com- 
munity affairs.  He  made  two  trips  to  Eu- 
rope, the  first  in  1878  and  the  second  in  1893, 
visiting  his  old  home  near  Fort  Strausburg 
and  also  relatives  living  in  Switzerland.  He 
is  still  a  much  respected  citizen  of  New  Bal- 
timore. His  wife  died  there  of  pneumonia, 
January  19,  1895.  Her  father,  Jacob  Sulzer, 
was  a  talented  musician.  He  was  educated  at 
the  University  of  Heidelberg,  Germany,  pur- 
suing a  course  of  civil  engineering.  He 
taught  school  for  a  number  of  years  and  in 
his  earlier  life  he  was  a  soldier  under  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte. 

Charles  Ami  el  Miller  began  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Germany  and  when 
seven  years  of  age  came  with  his  parents 
to  the  United  States,  continuing  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Philadelphia  un- 
til fourteen  years  of  age.  He  entered  upon 
his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery 
store,  where  he  remained  for  a  year,  and  in 
1862  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business,  which 
he  followed  in  the  east  for  two  years.  He 
removed  to  New  Baltimore,  Michigan,  Jan- 
uary 8,  1865,  and  here  he  engaged  in  the  same 
line  of  business  in  connection  with  his  father 
until  1882,  when  he  purchased  his  father's 
interest  and  was  sole  proprietor  until  1892, 
when  he  sold  out  and  is  now  living  retired. 
He  prospered  in  this  undertaking,  as  well  as 
in  other  lines  of  business  activity  to  which 
he  directed  his  efforts.  He  is  now  a  stock- 
holder in  the  New  Baltimore  Creamery  Com- 
pany and  in  the  New  Baltimore  Elevator 
Company,  and  in  1878  he  went  to  Colorado 
and  Idaho  to  investigate  mining  interests  and 
make  investments. 


Mr.  Miller's  fellow  townsmen,  recognizing 
his  worth  and  ability,  have  frequently  called 
him  to  public  office.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  council  of  New  Baltimore  for  eleven  years 
and  justice  of  the  peace  for  six  years,  being 
elected  on  the  democratic  ticket,  his  political 
allegiance  having  always  been  given  to  that 
party.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  New  Bal- 
timore lodge,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  and  also  of  New 
Baltimore  tent,  K.  0.  T.  M.  He  was  finance 
keeper  in  the  latter  in  1883  and  was  instru- 
mental in  promoting  the  growth  of  the  tent 
until  it  is  now  in  thriving  condition.  He  is 
a  devoted  and  helpful  member  of  the  New 
Baltimore  Congregational  church. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1872,  Mr.  Miller  was 
married  to  Miss  Caroline  Nelson,  a  daughter 
of  Neals  and  Catherine  Nelson,  of  New  Bal- 
timore, both  of  whom  died  in  1899.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are :  Clara ; 
Frederick  K.,  a  member  of  the  Macomb  coun- 
ty bar;  Jennie;  Yola,  who  died  October  24, 
1904;  Gusta,  an  assistant  in  the  New  Balti- 
more postoffice ;  and  Pauline,  at  home.  In 
1900  Mr.  .Miller  visited  Colorado,  Utah  and 
New  Mexico  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  and 
returned  much  improved  to  New  Baltimore, 
where  he  and  his  family  still  reside.  He  is 
a  man  of  sound  judgment,  who  has  won  suc- 
cess and  an  honorable  name  in  his  business 


JUDSON  S.  FARRAR. 

The  name  of  Judson  S.  Farrar  figures 
prominently  in  connection  with  political, 
military  and  business  history  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, and  his  record  in  all  these  relations 
is  one  which  any  man  might  be  proud  to 
possess,  it  having  been  characterized  by  un- 
swerving loyalty,  fidelity  and  capability.  He 
was  born  in  Mount  Clemens,  August  23, 
1836,  his  parents  being  Manson  and  Sibel 
Farrar.  He  pursued  his  education  in  the 
Mount  Clemens  district  schools  and  the  De- 
troit high  school,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1854  and  for  one  winter  term  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  a  country  school  in 
St.  Clair  county,  Michigan.  When  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age  he  entered  mercantile 
life  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Babcock  & 
Farrar,  dealers  in  drugs  and  groceries,  of 
Mount  Clemens,  but  in  1861  he  disposed  of 
his  interest  in  this  store  to  W.  C.  High.  He 
was  led  to  this  step  by  his  desire  to  be  free  to 
enter  the  Union  army  and  he  served  through- 
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out  the  Civil  war,  becoming  a  member  of  Com- 
pany B,  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, lie  was  mustered  into  service  on  the 
19th  of  June,  1861,  and  was  in  command  of 
his  company  as  captain  at  the  siege  of  York- 
town  and  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Seven 
Pines  and  Fair  Oaks  and  during  the  severe 
fighting  around  .Richmond.  lie  was  in  com- 
mand of  his  regiment  at  Malvern  Hill  and 
Harrison  Landing  and  in  September,  1862, 
was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Volunteers  and  colo- 
nel in  December  of  the  same  year.  He  was 
in  command  of  his  regiment  at  the  siege 
of  Suffolk,  Virginia,  and  was  placed  in 
command  of  Terry's  brigade  during  the 
movements  subsequent  to  the  retiring  of 
Longstreet  from  Suffolk  in  -May,  1863.  He 
was  also  in  command  of  his  regiment  in 
New  York  city  during  the  great  riots  in 
July,  1863.  He  afterward  rejoined  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  assigned  to  the  first  brigade, 
first  division,  second  army  corps.  He  com- 
manded his  regiment  during  the  campaign, 
including  the  movement  across  the  Rapidan, 
and  at  Mine  Run,. 

Colonel  Farrar  received  honorable  men- 
tion and  recommendation  for  promotion  in 
general  orders  from  Major  Fairbanks  and 
Generals  Berry,  Terry,  Warren  and  Gen- 
eral Nelson  A.  Miles.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  from  service  March  29,  1864,  on 
a  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability,  lie  has 
always  been  interested  in  military  affairs 
and  during  the  years  of  1891-2  he  was  adju- 
tant general,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier  gen- 
eral, of  the  state  troops  of  Michigan,  lie 
has  long  maintained  pleasant  relations  with 
his  old  army  comrades  through  his  member- 
ship in  II.  D.  Terry  post,  No.  216,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Mount  Clemens,  and  the  Loyal  Legion. 

Following  his  return  from  the  Civil  war 
General  Farrar  was  appointed  in  1866  to 
the  position  of  internal  revenue  collector  for 
the  fifth  district  of  Michigan  by  President 
Johnson.  From  1867  until  1872  he  traveled 
through  Wyoming,  Montana,  Idaho  and 
Utah,  being  engaged  in  mining  and  mercan- 
tile ventures.  In  the  year  1880  he  was  elect- 
ed register  of  deeds  of  Macomb  county  and 
served  for  three  consecutive  terms,  and 
served  two  terms  as  mayor  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, after  which  he  was  appointed  United 
States  consul,  in  1887,  to  Port  Sarnia,  On- 
tario, by  President  Cleveland,  acting  in  that 
capacity  for  four  years.  Since  1895  he  has 
been  interested  in  the  coal  and  wood  busi- 
ness at  Mount  Clemens  and   at  the  present 


writing,  in  1905,  is  treasurer  of  the  Lonsby 
Lumber  &  Coal  Company. 

On.  the  9th  of  August,  1864,  in  Geneva, 
New  York,  General  Farrar  was  married  to 
Miss  Carrie  Eldredge,  a  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert P.  Eldredge,  of  Mount  Clemens.  They 
had  one  son,  R.  J.  Farrar,  who  died  Febru- 
ary 25,  1900.  A  daughter,  Kate,  is  the  wife 
of  John  R.  Snook,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
two  daughters — Belle  and  Grace — are  at 
home.  Another  member  of  their  household 
is  Marion,  a  daughter  of  Robert  J.  and  Cas- 
sie  (Brehler)  Farrar,  both  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. General  Farrar  belongs  to  Mount 
Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is 
a  generous-spirited,  broad-minded  man  and 
a  true  type  of  the  American  spirit  and  an 
embodiment  of  that  progress  which  in  the 
last  few  years  has  drawn  to  this  country 
the  admiring  gaze  of  the  nations  of  the 
world. 


OLNEY  CULVER, 


Olney  Culver,  who  is  engaged  in  the  furni- 
ture and  undertaking  business  of  Richmond, 
was  born  in  Macomb  township,  Macomb 
county,  Michigan,  July  28,  1852.  His  father, 
David  Culver,  was  born  near  Syracuse,  New 
York,  and  was  a  son  of  Jonathan  Culver,  who 
died  during  the  early  boyhood  of  David  Cul- 
ver. The  latter  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early 
period  in  the  development  of  this  part  of  the 
state,  settling  on  section  2,  Macomb  township, 
where  he  transformed  a  tract  of  land  into  a 
valuable  farming  property.  He  was  a  public- 
spirited  citizen  and  the  general  welfare  was 
a  matter  of  deep  interest  to  him.  He  mar- 
ried Lydia  Penclell,  who  was  also  born  near 
Syracuse,  New  York,  and  her  death  occurred 
in  1858,  while  he  passed  away  in  1863.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
Lorenzo,  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  became 
a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  serving  with  the 
Seventh  Michigan  Infantry  until  honorably 
discharged  on  account  of  ill  health,  lie  after- 
ward joined  the  navy  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected for  a  year.  He  made  his  home  in 
Mount  Clemens,  where  he  engaged  in  teaching 
school,   and  his  death  occurred  in  1872. 

Olney  Culver,  the  youngest  son  of  the  fam- 
ily, spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home  farm, 
working  in  the  fields  through  the  summer 
months  while  in  the  winter  seasons  he  attend- 
ed the  public  schools.  "When  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  spent  a  year  in  Hillsdale,  Michigan, 
and  afterward  spent  four  years  in  Muskegon, 
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Michigan,  where  he  clerked  in  a  dry-goods 
store.  He  afterward  removed  to  Richmond 
and  secured  a  clerkship  in  the  store  of  Cooper 
&  Son,  while  subsequently  he  spent  some  time 
in  the  river  towns  in  the  service  of  different 
boats.  In  May,  1886,  he  came  to  Richmond 
and  purchased  the  furniture  and  undertaking 
business  of  Thomas  Dennison  and  has  since 
been  identified  with  mercantile  pursuits  of 
this  city.  He  has  a  well  equipped  store  and 
has  secured  a  liberal  patronage. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1883,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Culver  and  Miss  Libbie 
Gilbert,  who  was  born  in  Memphis,  Michigan, 
where  her  father,  Alvin  Gilbert,  conducted  a 
hotel  for  many  years.  She  represents  an  old 
and  prominent  family  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Culver  have  one  child,  Inez. 
Mr.  Culver  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
school  board  for  the  past  twelve  years  and 
has  filled  other  village  offices,  taking  active 
interest  in  affairs  pertaining  to  public  prog- 
ress. He  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge 
and  has  several  times  filled  all  its  chairs.  He 
is  practically  a  self-educated  man  and  is  well 
informed,  keeping  in  touch  with  the  general 
progress  of  the  times  along  all  lines.  His  po- 
sition as  a  citizen  and  business  man  is  envi- 
able and  he  enjoys  the  warm  regard  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 


WILLIAM  R,  COLE. 


"William  R.  Cole,  engaged  in  farming  and 
dairying  in  Harrison  township,  has  an  excel- 
lent and  very  desirable  farm  property  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  conveniently  located 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  courthouse 
in  Mount  Clemens.  Living  in  Michigan  since 
1868,  he  is  thoroughly  identified  with  its  in- 
terests and  is  a  typical  citizen  of  the  middle 
west — enterprising  and  energetic,  lie  was 
born  in  Geneva,  New  York,  January  8,  1845. 
His  father,  Edward  Cole,  was  a  native  of 
England  and  when  nine  years  of  age  went 
to  sea  and  followed  that  life  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  visiting  the  leading  seaport 
towns  of  the  old  world.  He  came  to  the  new 
world  when  a  young  man,  settling  first  in 
the  state  of  New  York  and,  learning  the  trades 
of  painting  and  decorating,  he  followed  those 
pursuits  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was 
married  at  Geneva,  New  York,  to  Miss  Mary 
Gilbert,  an  English  lady,  born  in  the  city  of 
London,  and  he  reared  his  family  in  the  Em- 
pire state.  Later  he  came  west  to  Michigan 
and  spent  his  last  years  in  Adrian. 


William  R.  Cole  was  reared  in  the  state 
of  his  nativity  and  had  good  school  advan- 
tages in  early  life.  He  learned  the  machin- 
ist's trade  and  afterward  followed  that  pur- 
suit in  eastern  New  York,  but  in  1868  came 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  Detroit,  where  he  es- 
tablished a  shop  and  salesrooms,  there  engag- 
ing in  the  manufacture  of  guns.  He  built 
up  a  nice  business,  which  he  conducted  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  later  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  electrical  goods — his  being 
the  first  enterprise  of  that  character  in  the 
state.  lie  manufactured  telephone  appara- 
tus for  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  for  seven 
years  and  then  manufactured  a  similar  line 
of  goods  for  himself,  lie  patented  a  switch- 
board, which  was  a  very  valuable  adjunct  to 
the  telephone  system,  and  is  the  largest  of 
the  kind  in  the  United  States,  it  being  a  six 
thousand  wire  switchboard,  built  for  the  De- 
troit Telephone  Company.  Mr.  Cole  has  se- 
cured a  number  of  patents  upon  valuable  in- 
ventions in  electrical  apparatus  which  he  has 
produced,  having  taken  out  altogether  sixty 
patents,  lie  manufactured  and  sold  his  own 
apparatus.  Among  other  useful  devices 
which  he  patented  was  the  cash  carrier,  used 
in  large  stores  to  carry  the  currency  to  the 
cashier's  desk.  Mr.  Cole  remained  an  active 
business  man  of  Detroit  for  thirty  years  and 
was  largely  identified  with  its  industrial  de- 
velopment. 

In  1896  Mr.  Cole  removed  to  Macomb 
county,  although  he  continued  to  carry  on 
business  in  Detroit  for  two  or  three  years 
longer.  When  he  came  here  he  first  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land,  where  he  now 
resides,  and  began  farming,  and  he  has  since 
purchased  more  land  until  he  now  owns  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  has  erected  a 
brick  residence,  good  barns  and  outbuildings 
and  has  planted  a  large  orchard  with  a  fine 
variety  of  fruit.  Mr.  Cole  now  devotes  his 
attention  to  the  management  and  improve- 
ment of  his  farm  and  his  Detroit  property 
and  his  place  in  Harrison  township  is  well 
improved  and  yields  to  him  a  good  return 
for  the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestows 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Cole  was  married  in  Detroit,  in  May, 
1870,  to  Miss  Josephine  Rankin,  who  was 
born  in  Lansing,  Michigan,  but  was  reared 
in  Wisconsin  and  Detroit.  Her  father  was 
E.  P.  Rankin,  who  for  thirty  years  was  a  gov- 
ernment official  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cole  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren :  Richard  N.,  who  holds  an  important 
position  in  Yazoo  City,  Mississippi;  Imogene, 
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the  wife  of  Charles  Martin,  of  Detroit;  Sarah, 
the  wife  of  George  Lennebacker,  of  Mount 
Clemens;  and  Edward  E.,  a  young'  man  at 
home  with  his  parents.  One  daughter,  Laura, 
died  when  about  four  years  old. 

Politically  Mr.  Cole  is  a  stanch  republi- 
can and  cast  his  first  ballot  for  General  Grant 
in  1868,  since  which  time  he  has  never  failed 
to  vote  at  a  presidential  election,  .lie  has 
lived  for  thirty-seven  years  in  this  part  of 
the  state,  where  he  is  widely  known,  and  his 
labors  have  contributed  to  its  material  devel- 
opment while  his  influence  has  been  given  in 
support  of  every  progressive  measure  for  the 
oeneral  good,  and  to-day  he  is  the  champion 
of  whatever  promises  for  future  growth  and 
improvement. 


WILLIAM  C.  SMITH. 

William  0.  Smith,  living  on  section  23, 
Washington  township,  dates  his  residence  in 
Michigan  from  1879.  He  is  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, his  birth  having  occurred  in  Lincoln- 
shire, March  10,  1848.  He  was  there  reared, 
receiving  a  fair  English  education  and  when 
thirteen  years  of  age  he  learned  the  druggist 
business  with  which  he  was  identified  for  sev- 
eral years,  lie  later  was  connected  with  his 
father   in   the   same   business   for  four  years. 

While  still  a  resident  of  England  Mr.  Smith 
was  united  in  marriage  in  the  city  of  London, 
on  the  4th  of  June,  1872,  to  Miss  Catherine 
Willson,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Lincoln- 
shire. They  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren while  still  residents  of  England.  Soon 
after  their  marriage,  however,  Mr.  and  .Mrs. 
Smith  emigrated  to  the  new  world,  settling  in 
Kansas,  but  remained  for  only  nine  months, 
after  which  they  returned  to  the  land  of  their 
nativity  on  account  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Smith's  father.  Mr.  Smith  then  remained  in 
England  in  order  to  settle  up  the  father's 
estate  and  engaged  in  farming  there  to  some 
extent.  In  1879  he  returned  with  his  family 
to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Metamora, 
Lapeer  county,  Michigan,  where  he  worked  as 
a  farm  hand  by  the  month  for  four  or  five 
years,  lie  afterward  removed  to  Oakland 
county,  this  state,  where  he  rented  a  farm, 
continuing  its  cultivation  until  1897.  In  the 
spring  of  that  year  he  came  to  Macomb 
county,  settling  on  a  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides and  here  he  has  since  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  operating  a  good  tract  of 
land  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres, 
lie  also  raises  good  grades  of  stock,  including 


short-horn  cattle,  Jersey  hogs  and  Hampshire 
sheep,  lie  is  a  successful,  thorough  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  and  an  enterprising  business 
man.  He  owes  his  success  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts,  for  he  started  out  in  life  in  limited 
fi  n  a  n  c  i  a  1  ci  r  cu  m  st  a  n  ces. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been  born 
eight  children,  namely :  John,  who  was  born 
in  England  and  was  killed  by  the  kick  of  a 
horse  when  a  little  lad  of  four  years;  Mary 
and  Ethel  at  home;  John,  who  is  married  and 
follows  farming  near  Paynesville,  Michigan; 
Benjamin  ().,  a  resident  of  Paynesville;  Edith, 
who  is  a  student  in  Oakland  county,  Michi- 
gan: Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years;  and  Edward,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Smith  is  a  repub- 
lican and  his  sons  are  also  identified  with  that 
organization.  He  was  elected  and  served  as 
highway  commissioner  but  has  never  aspired 
to  office,  preferring  to  give  his  undivided  at 
tention  to  his  business  affairs.  He  is  now 
identified  with  the  people  of  Macomb  county 
in  all  its  varied  public  interests  and  no  native 
son  of  the  state  is  more  loyal  to  its  welfare 
and  progress  than  Mr.  Smith.  He  has  won 
and  justly  merits  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  community  and  in  his  life  he  displays 
qualities  which  are  well  worthy  of  emulation. 


WILLIAM  11.  MILLER. 

William  U.  Miller,  holding  the  position  of 
city  treasurer,  was  born  in  .Macomb  town- 
ship, Macomb  county.  May  15,  1870,  his  par- 
ents being  John  1).  and  Frederika  (Freder- 
ick) Miller,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Germany,  but  were  married  in  this  country. 
The  father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  after 
following  that  pursuit  for  some  years  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming.  His  death 
occurred  when  he  was  sixty-eight  years  of 
age  and  he  is  still  survived  by  his  wife.  In 
their  family  were  eleven  children,  of  whom 
William  II.  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 
Those  still  living  are;  Augusta,  John,  Au- 
gust, William  11.,  Charles  and  Julius,  all  in 
Macomb  county.     Five  died  in  infancy. 

William  II.  Miller  attended  a  German 
school,  but  his  advantages  along  that  line  were, 
limited.  He  began  fanning  in  his  youth  and 
followed  that  pursuit  until  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  He  then  entered  a  grocery  store, 
where  he  remained  for  five  years,  being  em- 
ployed first  as  a  delivery  boy  and  afterward 
as  a  clerk.  Later  lie  purchased  a  saloon, 
which  he  conducted  for  four  years,  when  he 
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sold  out  and  was  then  employed  as  a  motor- 
man  for  the  Rapid  Transit  Company.  Sub- 
sequently he  purchased  his  former  saloon  at 
Nos.  80-82  Macomb  street,  and  he  is  still  con- 
ducting a  sample  room,  in  partnership  with 
Henry  Peters,  under  the  firm  style  of  Peters 
&  Miller. 

In  the  spring  of  1904  he  was  elected  city 
treasurer  of  Mount  Clemens  on  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  receiving  an  excellent  majority. 
He  has  long  been  one  of  the  earnest  workers 
for  his  party,  and  his  efforts  have  not  been 
without  good  result. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  1893,  Mr.  Miller 
married  Miss  Lizzie  Schoultz,  a  daughter  of 
John  Schoultz,  of  Macomb  township,  and 
their  children  are :  Oscar,  Elmer,  Esther, 
Donald  and  Hilda.  Mr.  Miller  has  many 
friends,  for  he  is  a  man  of  social  disposition 
and  obliging  nature  and  he  is  now  making 
for  himself  a  creditable  record  as  a  city  offi- 
cial. 


DARIUS  HARRIS. 

After  many  years  of  active  connection 
with  agricultural  pursuits  Darius  Harris  is 
now  living  retired  in  Romeo.  He  was  for- 
merly accounted  one  of  the  thrifty  and  pro- 
gressive farmers  of  Macomb  county  and  is 
a  native  son  of  this  county,  born  December 
11,  1830.  His  father,  Jacob  Harris,  wras 
born  in  Ulster  county,  New  York,  April  10, 
1791,  and  was  a  son  of  Henry  Harris,  like- 
wise a  native  of  the  Empire  state  and  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  When  a 
lad  of  fourteen  years  he  enlisted  in  defense 
of  the  cause  of  liberty  and  remained  with 
his  command  until  British  supremacy  in  the 
colonies  was  overthrown. 

Jacob  Harris  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
New  York,  wedding  Miss  Elizabeth  Oziah, 
a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  a  daughter  of 
Anthony  Oziah,  who  was  also  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolution  and  was  a  native  of  France, 
coming  to  this  country  with  General  La 
Payette,  under  whom  he  served  during  the 
war  for  independence,  and  when  General 
La  Fayette  again  came  to  this  country  fifty 
years  later  he  visited  Mr.  Oziah.  Mr.  Har- 
ris followed  fanning  in  Ulster  county,  New 
York,  clearing  and  cultivating  two  or  three 
different  tracts  of  land  there  before  he  came 
to  Michigan.  Six  children  were  born  to 
him  and  his  wife  in  New  York  and  two  more 
in  Michigan.  In  1829  he  came  to  the  west 
and  purchased  government  land  on  section 


35,  Washington  township,  Macomb  county. 
He  then  returned  home  and  in  1830  brought 
his  family  to  Michigan,  arriving  in  Detroit 
on  the  10th  of  May  of  that  year.  Soon  after- 
ward he  began  active  work  upon  his  farm, 
chopping  down  the  trees,  clearing  away  the 
brush  and  tilling  the  soil,  and  in  course  of 
time  thus  opened  up  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres.  The  old  patent  to  the  land 
was  signed  by  General  Jackson,  then  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  is  in  posses- 
sion of  Darius  Harris.  The  father  reared  his 
family  on  the  old  homestead  which  he  im- 
proved, and  there  spent  his  last  years,  his 
death  occurring  in  1864,  while  his  wife,  who 
was  born  in  1792,  passed  away  in  1872.  Mr. 
Harris  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  his 
locality,  living  there  at  a  time  when  his 
nearest  neighbors  were  miles  away  and  when 
all  was  wild  and  undeveloped,  but  as  the 
years  passed  he  overcame  the  hardships  and 
difficulties  of  pioneer  life  and  gained  a  place 
among  the  successful  agriculturists  of  his 
adopted  county.  In  his  family  were  eight 
children — four  sons  and  four  daughters,  who 
reached  mature  years,  while  two  sons  and 
three  daughters  are  yet' Jiving,  the  brother 
of  our  subject  being  Jonathan  W.  Harris,  a 
farmer  of  Shelby  township. 

There  was  not  much  that 
the  boyhood  and  youth  of 
who  worked  as  did  most  of 
of  that  period,  while  in  the 
he  acquired  his  education, 
upon  the  farm,  assisting  his  father  until  the 
latter 's  death,  and  he  afterward  purchased 
the  interest  of  some  of  the  other  heirs  and 
thus  became  owrner  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  the  old  homestead.  He  con- 
tinued its  cultivation  for  a  number  of  years 
and  then  sold  that  property  and  bought  and 
removed  to  Macomb  township,  where  he 
cleared  and  made  a  farm,  continuing  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  there  for  some 
years.  His  next  move  was  to  Disco,  where 
he  Jived  for  about  eight  years,  and  in  1892 
he  took  up  his  abode  where  he  now  resides. 
He  bought  a  tract  of  fourteen  acres  here, 
adjoining  the  corporate  limits  of  Romeo,  and 
now  lives  retired,  merely  giving  his  atten- 
tion to  his  place.  He  built  a  good  barn  and 
has  a  very  comfortable  and  attractive  resi- 
dence. Considerable  leisure  time  is  left  to 
him  and  his  rest  is  certainly  wTell  merited. 

Mr.  Harris  was  married  in  Macomb 
county,  February  19,  1892,  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Ann  Harris,  a  native  of  Erie  county,  New 
York,  and  a  daughter  of  Simon  and  Eliza- 
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beth  ("Weimer)  Lintz,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Her  father  was  born  February  15, 
1817,  and  died  March  21,  1887,  but  her 
mother,  whose  birth  occurred  July  12,  1817, 
is  still  living'  and  is  a  resident  of  Macomb 
county.  From  their  native  state  they  re- 
moved to  Erie  county,  New  York,  and  came 
to  Michigan  during  the  childhood  of  Mrs. 
Harris,  she  being  then  a  young  girl  of  about 
eleven  years.  She  was  reared  in  Macomb 
county  and  in  early  womanhood  engaged  in 
teaching'  at  different  times  until  her  first 
marriage,  when  she  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Elijah  N.  Harris,  an  uncle  of  Darius  Har- 
ris. Following  his  death  she  again  engaged 
in  teaching  for  ten  years. 

Politically  Darius  Harris  has  been  a  life- 
long republican,  casting  his  first  presiden- 
tial ballot  for  John  G.  Fremont  and  voting 
for  every  nominee  on  the  republican  ticket 
since.  He  served  as  overseer  of  highways 
for  sixteen  years  but  otherwise  has  never 
been  an  office-seeker.  Mr.  Harris  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  has  served  as 
deacon  and  is  now  treasurer  of  his  lodge. 
He  became  a  Mason  in  Macomb  lodge  and 
acted  as  its  treasurer  for  ten  years.  He 
afterward  demitted  to  Romeo  lodge  and  for 
four  years  has  taken  care  of  its  finances.  In 
early  life  he  greatly  enjoyed  hunting  and 
killed  many  deer,  turkeys  and  other  wild 
game.  He  spent  one  season  in  estimating 
timber  in  the  pineries.  He  is  familiar  with 
many  pioneer  experiences  and  what  to  many 
people  are  matters  of  history  are  known  to 
him  as  an  actual  witness  or  participant  in 
the  occurrence.  He  tells  many  interesting 
tales  of  the  early  days  in  Macomb  county 
and  his  mind  bears  the  impress  of  the  trans- 
formation that  has  occurred  as  it  has  merged 
from  a  wilderness  and  swamp  and  become 
one  of  the  leading  counties  of  this  great 
commonwealth.  He  has  done  his  full  share 
in  the  work  of  public  progress,  leading  a 
blameless,  honorable  life,  and  thus  his  up- 
right character  and  worth  have  commended 
him  to  the  confidence,  good  will  and  trust  of 
all. 


JOHN  F.  W.  KANDT. 

John  F.  W.  Kandt,  who  is  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising in  Utica,  was  born  March  31, 
1852,  in  Niagara  county,  New  York,  his  par- 
ents being  Fred  and  Eicka  (Schultz)  Kandt, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pomerania, 
Germany.    The  father  came  to  America  about 


1846,  settling  in  Niagara  county,  New  York, 
where  he  followed  the  cooper's  trade.  In 
1854  he  removed  to  Michigan  and  took  up  his 
abode  where  he  now  lives  in  Macomb  county, 
owning  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  acres  of  valuable  land.  His  wife  died 
June  8,  1892.  In  their  family  were  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Rudolph,  deceased; 
John  F.  W. ;  Johannes,  who  was  a  farmer 
and  is  now  conducting  a  saloon  in  Mount 
Clemens ;  Henry,  who  is  engaged  in  the  same 
line  of  business  in  Mount  Clemens;  Julius, 
who  lives  on  the  canal  road  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, Macomb  county;  Charley,  who  conducts 
a  hotel  in  Dearborn,  Michigan;  David,  who  is 
a  carpenter  and  joiner  in  Mount  Clemens; 
and  Amiel,  who  is  living  on  the  home  place 
in  Macomb  township. 

John  F.  W.  Kandt  pursued  his  education 
in  the  country  schools  and  in  the  German 
school  in  this  county,  having  been  only  two 
years  of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Michigan.  He  left  school  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  and  afterward  worked  on  the  home 
farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
began  carpentering,  following  that  trade  un- 
til twenty-nine  years  of  age.  He  then  estab- 
lished a  saloon  in  Utica,  which  he  conducted 
for  eighteen  years  and  met  with  very  good 
success  in  the  business,  accumulating  thereby 
a  comfortable  competence.  He  afterward 
worked  for  three  years  at  carpentering  and 
later  embarked  in  his  present  business,  being 
now  a  leading  merchant  of  Utica,  carrying  a 
well  selected  line  of  dry  goods,  groceries  and 
ladies'  furnishings.  In  this  enterprise  he  is 
in  partnership  with  William  F.  Pump.  They 
also  sell  farm  machinery  and  other  heavy 
machinery  and  Mr.  Kandt  is  the  owner  of 
the  Kandt  Block  in  Utica,  which  he  built. 

In  1875  Mr.  Kandt  was  married  to  Miss 
Augusta  Peters,  a  daughter  of  Gotlieb  and 
Caroline  Peters.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  Germany  and  on  coming  to  America  set- 
tled in  Mount  Clemens.  He  Avas  a  mason  and 
he  also  engaged  in  conducting  a  store  at  one 
time  in  Waldenburg.  Enlisting  for  service 
in  the  Civil  war  he  participated  in  a  number 
of  important  engagements  and  Avas  taken 
prisoner,  being  confined  in  Andersonville 
prison  for  eighteen  months.  He  was  in  the 
army  altogether  for  three  years  and  is  now 
living  in  Mount  Clemens. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kandt  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children:  Louise,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 12,  1877,  is  the  Avife  of  William  F. 
Pump  and  for  six  years  prior  to  her  marriage 
she  engaged  in  teaching  school;  Fred  W.,  a 
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graduate  of  the  schools  of  Utica,  was  born 
March  8,  1880,  and  is  now  engaged  in  car- 
pentering in  Detroit;  Johnnie  died  in  in- 
fancy; William,  born  May  1,  1883,  was  grad- 
uated in  the  Utica  high  school  and  clerks  in 
his  father's  store;  Rosa  A.,  who  is  also  a 
graduate  of  the  Utica  high  school,  is  engaged 
in  teaching  in  this  village;  Mabel,  born  Au- 
gust 14,  1889,  is  a  junior  in  the  high  school; 
Josephine,  born  December  21,  1890,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  sophomore  class;  Ruth  died  when 
ten  months  old ;  and  Raymond,  born  April  16, 
1896,  is  a  public  school  student. 

Mr.  Kandt  is  a  democrat  in  politics  and 
for  many  years  has  been  highway  commis- 
sioner, while  for  ten  years  he  served  as  alder- 
man in  Utica.  lie  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Lutheran  church.  In  all  his  business  deal- 
ings he  has  been  strictly  reliable  and  honor- 
able and  it  has  been  through  his  close  appli- 
cation and  diligence  that  he  has  won  the  suc- 
cess that  he  now  enjoys. 


JULIUS  PINGEL. 

Julius  Pingel,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Palace  Livery  of  Mount  Clemens,  was  born 
in  Macomb  township,  Macomb  county,  Au- 
gust 11,  1859,  his  parents  being  John  C.  and 
Elizabeth  (Tessin)  Pingel,  who  were  natives 
of  Germany.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  became  a  resident  of  Mount 
Clemens,  Michigan,  although  after  coming  to 
America  he  settled  first  near  Niagara  Falls. 
He  wras  at  that  time  twenty  years  of  age. 
After  a  brief  period,  however,  he  removed 
to  Macomb  county,  where  he  continued  to  re- 
side until  his  death,  spending  his  last 
days  in  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  passed 
away  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 
He  was  the  only  member  of  his  father's  fam- 
ily to  come  to  America.  Julius  Pingel  of  this 
review  was  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren and  he  had  a  twin  sister,  Lena,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  Charles  Noose,  of  Denver, 
Colorado.  The  others  yet  living  are :  Charles, 
who  resides  in  Toledo,  Ohio ;  John,  Henry 
and  Albert,  of  Mount  Clemens ;  and  Augusta, 
the  wife  of  August  Rostman,  of  Macomb 
township.  Those  deceased  are :  Elizabeth, 
Tille  and  three  who  died  in  infancy. 

Julius  Pingel  was  a  student  in  the  German 
school  in  his  early  boyhood  days  and  when 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  began  working  in 
Oakraft's  brickyard  at  Detroit,  Michigan, 
where  he  remained  for  five  years.  He  then 
engaged  in  farming  for  six  years  and  in  1884 


he  came  to  .Mount  Clemens,  where  he  turned 
his  attention  to  draying,  being  connected  with 
his  brother  John  in  this  business  for  one 
year,  lie  afterward  conducted  a  bus  line 
for  five  years  in  connection  with  draying  and 
on  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  sold  his 
interest  to  his  brother  and  purchased  an  in- 
terest' in  the  Palace  Livery,  with  Lodenick 
&  Posner.  They  established  a  barn  which 
they  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Palace 
Livery  Company,  Limited.  Three  years  later 
the  firm  became  Posner  &  Pingel,  the  senior 
member  of  the  original  firm  retiring.  Soon 
afterward  a  change  in  the  ownership  made 
the  firm  name  Nank  &  Pingel,  the  new  part- 
ner being  W.  F.  Nank.  The  business  was 
conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Palace  Liv- 
ery and  in  April,  1903,  Prank  Reichrath  pur- 
chased an  interest  and  is  now  part  owner. 
This  is  the  leading  establishment  of  the  kind 
in  Mount  Clemens.  They  have  a  large  num- 
ber of  good  horses  and  a  fine  line  of  carriages 
and  other  vehicles  and  the  business,  which  is 
constantly  increasing,  has  already  reached 
extensive  and  profitable  proportions. 

Mr.  Pingel  was  married,  in  1884,  to  Miss 
Annie  Beunan,  a  daughter  of  John  Beunan 
of  Macomb  township,  and  their  children  are: 
Edith,  Louis,  "Walter,  Nora,  Clarence,  John, 
Carl,  Alfred  and  Masie.  Mr.  Pingel  is  a 
man  of  generous  impulses,  devoted  to  his 
family,  of  which  he  has  exevy  reason  to  be 
proud.  He  ako  possesses  good  business  qual- 
ifications and  has  already  won  success,  which 
is  xevy  desirable. 


JOSEPH   GRAFF. 


Joseph  Graff  is  a  self-made  man,  who  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying  on 
section  16,  Chesterfield  township.  lie  was 
born  in  Dell,  France,  April  5,  1847,  his  par- 
ents being  Antoine  and  Kate  (Teller)  Graff. 
The  father  came  to  America  in  1851  and  at 
once  made  his  way  to  New  Baltimore.  He 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  about  a  half 
mile  from  the  town  and  immediately  began 
to  clear  this,  selling  the  timber  in  Detroit 
and  shipping:  some  of  it  from  New  Baltimore. 
Misfortune,  however,  seemed  to  follow  him 
in  his  endeavors  to  make  for  himself  a  name 
and  home.  He  spent  his  last  cent  in  buying 
his  land  and  when  his  eldest  son  determined 
to  purchase  a  boat  he  mortgaged  the  farm  in 
order  to  pay  for  it  and  although  he  worked 
hard  he  could  not  pay  off  the  mortgage  and 
in  consequence  had  to  sell  the  farm.     After 
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disposing  of  this  property  he  had  only  one 
hundred  dollars  left.  With  this  he  bought 
eight  acres  on  the  Telegraph  road  and  there 
made  his  home  until  his  son  Joseph  built  his 
present  residence,  when  he  went  to  live  with 
him  and  there  his  remaining  days  were  passed. 
Joseph  ( J  raff  pursued  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  Baltimore,  having  come 
with  his  parents  from  France  when  four 
years  of  age.  Like  the  others  of  the  family 
lie  met  many  hardships  in  his  earlier  years. 
Me  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account 
when  but  eleven  years  of  age  and  greatly 
assisted  his  father,  who  at  that  time  was  get- 
ting old.  lie  helped  to  clear  the  land  and 
after  the  farm  was  sold  he  assisted  in  making 
the  second  home  for  his  parents.  II.?  then 
began  to  work  in  the  mills  in  New  Baltimore 
and  he  thought  he  was  fortunate  in  getting 
forty  cents  per  day  for  his  labors.  lie  had 
to  walk  two  miles  to  his  work  and  from  that 
meagre  sum  boarded  himself,  but  being  an  in- 
dustrious, hard-working  boy  he  made  the 
most  of  his  opportunities  and  as  the  years 
passed  met  with  success  until  at  the  end  of 
nine  years  he  was  a  joiner,  receiving  one  dol- 
lar and  seventy-five  cents  per  day.  With  his 
savings  he  purchased  a  forty  acre  tract  of 
timber  land  on  Sugar  Bush  road  and  after 
partially  clearing  this  he  sold  out  and  bought 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm  on  section 
16,  Chesterfield  township.  Here  he  at  once 
cleared  a  piece  of  land  to  build  a  house,  which 
he  erected  in  1871.  lie  then  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  clearing  the  remainder  of  his  land 
for  cultivation  and  he  cut  the  timber  into 
logs  and  bolts  which  he  sold  in  New  Baltimore 
and  Mount  Clemens  and  into  cordwood  which 
he  sold  at  Salt  liiver.  For  the  first  few  years, 
owing  to  the  stumps  in  his  land  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  ground,  he  could  only  plant 
potatoes  and  corn,  but  after  a  number  of 
years  of  hard  work  he  has  his  farm  in  an  ex- 
cellent condition,  lie  made  an  addition  to 
his  home  in  1875  and  now  has  a  very  com- 
fortable and  pleasant  residence.  His  barns 
were  built  in  1873  and  he  has  good  farm  ma- 
chinery to  assist  him  in  the  development  of 
his  place.  Aside  from  general  farming  he 
raises  cattle  and  usually  has  about  twenty- 
five  or  thirty-five  head  of  milch  cows,  selling 
his  milk  to  the  Chesterfield  Creamery,  lie- 
also  has  about  sixty  head  of  sheep  and  at 
times  as  many  as  from  one  hundred  and  fifty 
to  two  hundred  head.  In  1885  he  purchased 
another  eighty  acre  tract  of  land  from  James 
Hathaway,  adjoining  his  farm  on  the  west, 
and  in  1903  he  bought  fortv  acres  a  half  mile 


east,  so  that  he  now  has  good  landed  posses- 
sions, lie  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Chesterfield  Creamery  and  became  one  of  its 
first  stockholders.  He  assisted  in  erecting  the 
first  building  and  when  it  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  aided  in  rebuilding. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  1873,  Mr.  (J raff  was 
married  to  Christina  Kruno,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (General)  Kruno,  both  na- 
tives of  France.  Her  parents  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1855,  settling  first  at  Greenfield, 
Wayne  county,  .Michigan,  but  after  six  weeks 
they  removed  to  Chesterfield  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  purchasing  a  farm  on  the  Tele- 
graph road,  forty  acres  of  which  was  a  part 
of  the  Milton  farm  and  forty  acres  of  the1 
Granger  farm.  Their  home  was  on  the  latter 
tract  for  about  two  years  and  then  they 
sold  and  removed  to  Anchorville,  St.  Clair 
county,  where  Mr.  Kruno  bought  another 
forty  acre  tract  of  land.  In  1861  he  enlist- 
ed in  the  Fourteenth  Michigan  'Volunteer  In- 
fantry as  a  -private.  His  regiment  was  first 
ordered  to  Vpsilanti,  Michigan,  where  it 
camped  for  six  months  and  was  then  sent  to 
Kentucky.  During  the  next  four  years  Mr. 
Kruno  saw  much  hard  service  and  after  being 
mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  his  farm,  which  he  soon  afterward 
sold  and  removed  to  New  Baltimore.  His 
wife  died  there  April  2,  1870,  and  Mr.  Kruno 
later  removed  to  Indiana  and  subsequently 
to  St.  Paid,  Minnesota,  where  his  death  oc- 
cured  March  18,  1876. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graff  were  born  nine 
children:  Joseph  J.,  born  January  14,  1873, 
is  living  at  home  and  is  a  large  dealer  in 
cattle  and  sheep;  Victoria,  born  January  3, 
1875,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Cullen,  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  living  on  Telegraph  road,  in  Ches- 
terfield township ;  Eli  J.,  born  January  30, 
1877,  is  assisting  in  the  operation  of  the  home 
farm  ;  Mary  L.,  born  May  6,  1879,  is  living 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Louise  M.,  born  March 
14,  1881,  is  with  her  sister  in  Cleveland;  Kate 
C,  born  March  24,  1883,  and  Nettie  M.,  born 
October  7,  1887,  are  at  home;  and  Josephine, 
born  June  6,  1889,  is  attending  school  in  New 
Baltimore.  They  lost  their  seventh  child — 
Frank,  who  was  born  Julv  9,  1885,  and  died 
February  12,  1887. 

Mr.  Graff  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  of  district  No.  4.  He  belongs  to 
the  Catholic  Mutual  Benevolent  Association, 
No.  67,  New  Baltimore,  and  is  a  devoted 
member  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church,  while 
his  wife  and  daughters  are  members  of  the 
young    ladies'     society    of   the    church.     Mr. 
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Graff  certainly  deserves  great  credit  for  what 
he  has  accomplished,  as  he  started  out  in  life 
empty-handed  and  has  had  to  face  difficulties 
and  obstacles  which  would  have  utterly  dis- 
couraged many  a  man  of  less  resolute  spirit, 
but  he  has  worked  persistently  and  untiringly 
and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm 
property. 


JOHN  II.  WESTENDORF. 

John  II.  Westendorf  is  identified  with  va- 
rious business  enterprises  of  Mount  Clemens, 
whereby  the  material  welfare  and  upbuilding 
of  the  city  has  been  promoted.  He  is  also  a 
factor  in  local  political  circles  and  his  prom- 
inence in  public  life  makes  it  imperative  that 
he  should  be  mentioned  among  the  represen- 
tative men  of  Macomb  county.  He  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  April  12,  1851.  His 
father,  Henry  Westendorf,  was  also  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  the  United 
States  with  his  family  he  located  in  Macomb 
township,  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1854.  lie  is  still  living  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years.  In  the 
family  were  four  children,  of  whom  John 
II.  is  the  eldest.  Only  two  are  now  living, 
his  sister  being  Sophia,  the  wife  of  George 
Geis,  of  Clinton  township. 

John  II.  Westendorf  began  his  education 
in  the  country  schools  in  Macomb  town- 
ship, and  also  attended  the  German  public 
schools,  and  at  the  usual  age  he  was  con- 
firmed in  the  Waldenburg  church.  He  re- 
mained upon  his  father's  farm  until  four- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  entered  upon  his 
business  career  as  clerk  in  a  country  store, 
there  spending  two  years.  After  coming  to 
Mount  Clemens  he  began  clerking,  securing 
a  position  in  the  drug  store  of  II.  W.  Bab- 
cock  on  the  22d  of  April,  1868.  He  was  em- 
ployed in  that  way  until  March,  1884,  when 
he  purchased  his  employer's  interest  and  has 
since  continued  the  business.  Other  inter- 
ests, however,  have  claimed  his  time, 
energies  and  capabilities,  for  from  1868  until 
1881  he  was  an  operator  for  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company.  In  the  latter 
year  he  became  manager  of  the  Michigan 
State  Telephone  Company,  having  charge  of 
the  district  covering  Macomb  and  part  of 
St.  Clair  counties.  This  position  he  re- 
signed on  the  1st  of  August,  1903,  in  order 
to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness interests.  On  the  1st  of  May,  1904,  he 
became  manager  for  the  Postal   Telegraph 


Company,  and  this  work  he  performs  in  con- 
nection with  the  management  of  his  store. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Westendorf  is  a 
stanch  democrat,  believing  firmly  in  the 
principles  of  the  party.  He  has  served  for 
three  terms  as  city  treasurer,  being  elected 
the  first  time  in  1896.  In  April,  1904,  he 
was  chosen  mayor  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
he  has  also  been  city  assessor  for  six  years. 
As  a  public  official  he  has  made  a  close  study 
of  the  needs  of  the  city  as  well  as  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  office,  and  his  efforts  have 
proved  of  marked  benefit  in  promoting  mate- 
rial progress  and  improvement  here.  He  is  a 
member  of  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  attained  the  Knight  Templar  de- 
gree in  Damascus  commandery  at  Detroit.  He 
also  holds  membership  relations  with  the 
Maccabees  and  the  Loyal  Legion  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Club.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Hunting  and  Fishing 
Club,  at  the  mouth  of  Clinton  river.  Fish- 
ing is  his  favorite  pastime  and  he  finds  rest 
and  recreation  from  the  arduous  duties  of  a 
business  career  in  angling  for  the  finny  tribe. 

On  the  30th  of  March;  1876,  Mr.  Westen- 
dorf was  married  to  Miss  Luella  M.  Bab- 
cock,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Henry  R.  Babcock 
of  Mount  Clemens,  and  their  children  are : 
Henry  J.,  Howard  W.,  William  C.  and 
Donald  R.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Westendorf  have 
a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances  in  Mount 
Clemens  and  the  hospitality  of  many  of  the 
best  homes  of  the  city  is  freely  accorded 
them.  Brought  to  America  in  early  boyhood 
days,  he  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  this  county,  and  here  he  has  worked 
his  way  steadily  upward,  overcoming  all 
difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his  path,  until 
he  has  now  reached  the  plane  of  affluence. 


HARRY  LEE. 

Harry  Lee,  now  deceased,  was  born  March 
16,  1823.  His  father  was  a  native  of  High- 
gate,  Canada.  He  was  pressed  into  the  ser- 
vice at  the  time  of  the  Fenian  Raid.  He, 
therefore,  fled  from  Canada  and  came  to  the 
United  States  when  a  young  man,  settling  at 
Fort  Huron,  Michigan.  Not  long  afterward 
he  removed  to  Macomb  county  and  was  here 
married  to  Miss  Lucy  Odle,  a  daughter  of 
Jonas  and  Ovelia  (Kellogg)  Odle,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Vermont,  the  father 
born  August  30,  1804,  and  the  mother  in 
1802.     Leaving  New  England  Mr.  Odle  came 
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westward  to  Michigan.  IT e  was  a  carpenter 
and  worked  at  .his  trade  m  .Macomb  county 
for  a  time,  while  later  he  removed  to  a  farm 
where  Charles  Adair  is  now  living'.  lie  was 
in  limited  financial  circumstances  and  in  or- 
der to  provide  for  his  family  he  worked  by 
the  day.  His  life  was  one  of  marked  indus- 
try and  enterprise  and  as  the  years  passed  lie 
prospered  in  his  undertakings.  All  his  chil- 
dren were  educated  in  Ptica.  His  wife  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  an 
earnest  Christian  woman.  In  their  family 
were  ten  children,  three  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing, namely:  Byron  Odle,  who  was  born  in 
1824  and  is  a  cooper  by  trade,  resides  in 
Lapeer,  Michigan.  Mrs.  Lee  is  the  second. 
Adeline  is  the  wife  of  Cad  Holland,  living 
in  Victor,  Colorado. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  became  the  parents  of 
four  children,  but  all  died  in  infancy  with 
the  exception  of  Joseph  II.,  who  yet  survives. 
lie  married,  but  his  wife  has  passed  away. 
Their  son  Harry  married  Anna  Simpson  and 
is  the  proprietor  of  a  hotel  in  Ptica,  Michi- 
gan. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Lee  devoted  his  ener- 
gies to  general  farming  and  as  the  result  of 
his  earnest  labor  and  unfaltering  diligence 
he  became  the  possessor  of  a  good  property, 
lie  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  in  which  he  took  an  active  and  help- 
ful part,  serving  as  one  of  its  stewards  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  re- 
publican and  was  a  strong  temperance  man, 
holding  membership  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  (Jood  Templars.  His  life  was  ever 
upright  and  honorable  and  his  influence  was 
given  in  support  of  whatever  tended  to  uplift 
his  fellowmen  and  advance  the  moral  prog- 
ress of  the  community.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  Ptica  cemetery,  lie  left  his 
family  the  priceless  heritage  of  an  untar- 
nished name,  for  his  entire  career  was  in  har- 
mony with  high,  manly  principles.  Mrs.  Lee 
still  survives  her  husband  and  is  living  in  a 
comfortable  little  home  in  Ptica  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight  years.  They  were  worthy  pio- 
neer settlers  of  this  county,  locating  here  at 
an  early  day  when  many  of  the  conditions 
of  frontier  life  were  still  to  be  found. 


THEOPHILUS  VAX  DAMME. 

Theophilus  Van  Damme,  an  architect  of 
Mount  Clemens,  standing  at  the  head  of  his 
profession  in  this  city  and  eastern  Michigan, 
was  born  in  Detroit,  June  20,  18()7,  his  par- 


ents being  Peter  and  Matilda  (liabaut)  Van 
Damme,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Bel- 
gium. They  came  to  America  in  the  year 
1854,  locating  in  Detroit,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed the  blacksmith's  trade  for  a  number  of 
years,  lie  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  fifty* 
eight  years,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1892,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  She 
was  reared  in  France,  although  born  in  Bel- 
gium. In  their  family  were  eleven  children, 
of  whom  Theophilus  was  the  fifth  in  order 
of  birth,  but  with  the  exception  of  two  all 
are  deceased,  the  sister  being  Miss  Emma 
Van  Damme. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Detroit  Theophilus 
Van  Damme  pursued  his  education  and  he 
entered  upon  his  business  career  as  proprietor 
of  a  cigar  store,  but  soon  afterward  sold  out. 
lie  next  entered  the  employ  of  Lewis  Van 
Denter,  a  pipe-organ  manufacturer  of  Detroit, 
and  a  year  later  he  began  working  in  the  Van 
Derpool  church  furniture  factory,  which  about 
that  time  was  established  in  Detroit,  Having 
occupied  that  position  for  a  year,  he  secured 
a  position  with  William  "Wright  &  Company, 
of  Detroit,  whom  he  represented  as  a  wood 
carver  for  one  year,  after  which  he  entered 
the  service  of  Donaldson  &  Meyer,  archi- 
tects, of  Detroit,  lie  continued  with  them 
for  four  years  and  was  afterward  for  a  few 
months  with  John  Scott  &  Company,  lie  then 
came  to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  entered  the 
employ  of  X.  J.  Cibbs,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  1892,  in  which  year  he  began 
business  for  himself  as  an  architect.  His  pro- 
nounced skill  and  ability,  his  prominent  po- 
sition in  business  circles  and  his  gratifying 
success  are  all  indicated  in  the  large  number 
of  plans  that  he  has  made,  including  plans 
for  many  of  the  leading  hotels  of  the  city, 
including  the  Colonial,  the  Parke  and  the 
Medea.  lie  was  also  the  architect  of  St. 
Joseph  Sanitarium,  the  Clementine  Bath 
House,  the  Olympia  Bath  House,  the  high 
school,  the  public  library  and  some  of  the 
finest  business  blocks  in  Mount  Clemens,  these1 
standing  as  monuments  of  his  skill  and  enter- 
prise, lie  has  also  become  a  factor  in  the 
industrial  life  of  Mount  Clemens  and  is 
connected  with  a  number  of  important  pro- 
ductive industries.  He  was  one  of  the  incor- 
porators of  the  Mount  Clemens  Casket  Com- 
pany, is  the  president  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
Brick  &  Tile  Company  and  the  vice  president 
of  the  Mount  Clemens  Artificial  Cement  Stone 
Companv. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1890,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Van  Damme  and  Miss  Mar- 
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garet  Rosnagle,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  Rosnagle  of  Mount  Clemens.  They  now 
have  one  daughter,  Helen,  and  they  lost  two 
children  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van 
Damme  are  prominent  socially,  the  hospi- 
tality of  many  of  the  best  homes  of  the 
city  being  freely  accorded  them.  His  polit- 
ical allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic 
party,  and  he  has  served  as  alderman  of 
the  second  ward  of  Mount  Clemens.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  connected  with  Mount  Clemens 
lodge  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  be- 
came a  member  in  1900,  and  he  also  belongs  to 
the  Maccabees  tent.  He  is  a  man  of  unusual 
ability  in  his  line  of  work,  not  only  under- 
standing the  great  mechanical  principles 
which  underlie  his  profession,  but  also  giving 
evidence  of  much  originality.  Many  of  the 
buildings  erected  in  Mount  Clemens  have  been 
built  after  designs  prepared  by  him.  As  a 
business  man  he  is  conspicuous  among  his 
associates,  not  only  for  his  success,  but  for  his 
probity,  fairness  and  honorable  methods.  In 
everything  he  has  been  eminently  practical 
and  this  has  been  manifest  not  only  in  his 
business  undertakings,  but  also  in  social  and 
private  life.  He  possesses  a  genial  manner 
and  has  gained  that  warm  personal  regard 
which  arises  from  true  nobility  of  character 
and  deference  for  the  opinion  of  others. 


HENRY  G.  BERRY,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Henry  G.  Berry,  who  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  has  made  a  specialty  of  sur- 
gery, and  is  now  surgeon  of  the  St.  Joseph 
Sanitarium  and  of  the  Rapid  Street  Railway 
Company,  at  Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in 
Hamilton,  Ontario,  August  12,  1864,  his  par- 
ents being  Francis  and  Ann  (Lawson)  Berry, 
natives  of  Ireland  and  England  respectively. 

Dr.  Berry  pursued  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  in  the  province  of  Ontario  and 
in  Georgetown  Academy,  at  Georgetown,  On- 
tario, from  which  institute  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1882.  The  following  year 
he  began  the  study  of  medicine.  He  attend- 
ed the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine,  being 
graduated  therefrom  in  the  spring  of  1886. 
Soon  afterward  he  entered  upon  practice  in 
Romeo,  Michigan,  where  he  remained  for 
three  years  and  then  spent  the  succeeding 
year  abroad,  pursuing  post-graduate  work. 
He  returned  to  Romeo,  where  he  practiced 
successfully  until  the  spring  of  1900  when  he 
came  to  Mount  Clemens.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Medical  Society,  the  Michi- 


gan Medical  Society  and  the  Macornb  County 
Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Berry  was  married  April  15,  1892,  to 
Miss  Martha  Taylor,  a  daughter  of  Adrian 
and  Lucy  (Ay era)  Taylor,  of  Romeo,  Michi- 
gan. Dr.  Berry  belongs  to  Mount  Clemens 
lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  to  Romeo  coin- 
mandery,  K.  T. ;  to  the  Foresters  and  Mac- 
cabees. 


AUSTIN  F.  MANN. 

Austin  F.  Mann,  a  leading  photographer  of 
Mount  Clemens,  conducting  a  splendidly 
equipped  gallery  in  which  he  does  work  of 
the  highest  order,  was  born  in  Ottoville,  On- 
tario, November  2,  1856,  his  parents  being 
James  and  Amelia  Teresa  (Sanogan)  Mann, 
the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
hitter  of  Canada.  The  father  was  a  carriage- 
maker  by  trade,  possessing  excellent  mechan- 
ical ability.  Later  he  became  a  photographer 
of  London,  Ontario.  His  wife  died  when 
their  son  Austin  F.  was  only  five  years  of 
age.  He  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  seven 
children. 

In  the  public  schools  of  London,  Ontario, 
Austin  F.  Mann  pursued  his  education  and 
he  entered  upon  his  business  career  as  an 
employe  of  his  father  in  the  photograph  gal- 
lery. He  began  this  work  when  seventeen 
years  of  age  and  has  followed  it  continuously. 
He  left  his  father's  gallery,  however,  in  1880, 
and  went  to  St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  where  he 
opened  a  gallery  which  he  conducted  with 
success  for  five  years.  On  the  expiration  of 
that  period  he  removed  to  Detroit  and  was 
employed  by  leading  photographers  of  that 
city,  spending  sixteen  years  there,  during 
which  time  he  gained  an  excellent  knowledge 
of  the  business  in  its  various  departments, 
both  in  principle  and  detail.  In  August  of 
1896  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens  and  entered 
the  employ  of  A.  C.  Novess,  whose  business 
he  purchased  in  1901.  He  has  since  con- 
ducted the  same  gallery  and  has  gradually 
improved  it.  lie  has  made  a  life  study  of 
high  class  photography,  always  keeping  up 
with  the  inventions  and  improvements  in  the 
art  and  also  promoting  his  efficiency  through 
his  own  experiments  as  well  as  by  the  adop- 
tion of  methods  instituted  by  others.  On  a 
recent  visit  to  eastern  galleries  he  gained 
many  new  ideas  and  there  are  shown  in  his 
studio  the  highest  grades  of  work,  including 
platinum  in  various  tones,  platinos,  collodion- 
carbons,   platino-carbons   and   sepia  tones   of 
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various  kinds  as  well  as  results  that  have  been 
brought  out  by  his  own  experimenting.  He 
has  in  his  studio  two  photographs  that  attract 
wide-spread  attention  and  admiration  from 
those  of  artistic  tastes,  being  excellent  imi- 
tations of  old  steel  engravings.  Mr.  Mann 
is  a  master  in  the  art  of  retouching  and  he 
not  only  understands  his  business  thoroughly 
from  a  practical  and  technical  standpoint 
but  also  possesses  high  artistic  skill,  so  that 
he  recognizes  the  value  and  effects  of  posing, 
and  of  light  and  shade.  He  is  also  an  artist 
with  the  pencil  and  has  done  much  creditable 
crayon  work. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1880,  Mr.  Mann 
was  married  to  Miss  Georgiana  Spence,  a 
daughter  of  David  Spence,  of  London,  On- 
tario, and  their  children  are:  Blanch,  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Weltner,  of  Detroit,  Earl  A. ; 
Myrtle  B. ;  and  Hazel  A.  The  son  is  associ- 
ated with  his  father  in  business.  Mr.  .Mann 
is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  camp, 
also  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  His'  close 
application  to  his  work,  and  his  discriminat- 
ing judgment,  combined  with  natural  talent, 
have  gained  him  a  position  of  prominence  as 
a  photographer  of  eastern  Michigan. 


CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  ROLLS. 

Captain  William  Rolls,  now  deceased,  was 
a  sailor  on  the  lakes  for  many  years  and 
commanded  one  of  the  vessels  belonging  to 
Alger,  Smith  &  Company  for  more  than  two 
decades.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Michigan  and  was  a  native  of  Maine,  hie. 
birth  having  there  occurred  in  1837.  He  left 
the  Pine  Tree  state,  however,  when  a  youth 
of  six  years,  accompanying  his  parents  in 
1843  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  where 
the  father  died  during  the  childhood  of  his 
son.  He  afterward  came  west  with  his  mother 
and  her  family  to  Michigan,  their  home  be- 
ing established  near  Detroit.  He  went  upon 
the  lakes  when  a  lad  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
years  and  was  thus  engaged  until  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  in 
defense  of  the  Union  cause,  joining  the  Fifth 
Michigan  Cavalry  in  1862.  With  that  regi- 
ment he  went  south  and  served  throughout 
the  war,  participating  in  many  important  en- 
gagements, his  ability  on  the  field  of  battle 
winning  him  promotion  from  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant to  that  of  captain  of  Company  D,  and 
later  he  was  bre vetted  major.  He  never  fal- 
tered in  the  performance  of  any  military  duty. 


no  matter  how  arduous,  dangerous  or  difficult, 
and  he  returned  home  with  a  most  creditable 
record.  He  was  with  the  same  regiment  as 
Alger,  who  was  his  intimate  friend,  who 
served  throughout  his  term  of  enlistment  and 
then  resigned  on  account  of  illness. 

Captain  Rolls  afterward  sailed  on  a  gov- 
ernment transport  from  St.  Louis  to  New 
Orleans  for  about  two  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Michigan  and  went  upon  the  lakes, 
becoming  captain  of  one  of  Alger  &  Smith's 
vessels,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  over 
twenty  years.  Later  he  sailed  for  one  year 
for  other  parties. 

While  in  Detroit  Captain  Rolls  became  ac- 
quainted with  Miss  Alice  Smith  of  that  city 
and  their  friendship,  which  ripened  into  love, 
was  consummated  in  marriage  in  Romeo,  De- 
cember 23,  1868.  The  lady  was  born  near 
Romeo  and  is  a  daughter  of  Reuben  R.  Smith, 
who  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  whose 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Melissa  Carr. 
Her  birth  occurred  in  Vermont.  Mr.  Smith 
removed  to  Michigan  about  1825  and  later 
settled  in  Ray  township,  Macomb  county, 
where  he  purchased  government  land  which 
he  at  once  began  to  clear  and  get  into  culti- 
vable condition.  There  he  opened  up  an  ex- 
cellent farm  on  which  he  reared  his  family 
and  spent  his  remaining  days.  Mrs.  Rolls 
was  one  of  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom 
reached  adult  age.  At  the  time  of  their  mar- 
riage Captain  and  Mrs.  Rolls  located  in  Ro- 
meo on  the  lot  where  the  family  now  resides. 
He  also  purchased  a  farm  in  Bruce  towTnship, 
which  he  rented,  maintaining  his  home  in 
Romeo  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  March  26,  1902.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Romeo  and  his 
life  was  in  harmony  with  the  beneficent  and 
helpful  spirit  of  the  craft.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rolls  were  born  three  children.  All  are 
now  deceased,  the  last  survivor  being  Ellen, 
the  wife  of  Robert  McKay,  a  traveling  sales- 
man of  Romeo,  who  represents  the  firm  of 
Merrill  &  Company.  She  died  April  23,  1905. 
Clarence  E.  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months. 
William  A.,  however,  reached  mature  years 
and  died  in  1902,  when  about  thirty-two 
years  of  age.  For  some  years  he  was  with 
his  father  as  a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes. 
Both  were  stanch  republicans.  Captain  Rolls 
was  a  devoted  husband  and  father  and  in  the 
department  of  activity  which  he  chose  as  a 
life  work  he  was  known  for  his  reliability 
and  his  carefulness,  realizing  fully  the  respon- 
sibility that  devolved  upon  him  in  this  con- 
nection.    He  won  many  friends  at  the  vari- 
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ous  ports  at  which  he  touched  and  his  strength 
of  character  and  many  good  qualities  secured 
for  him  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  was 
associated.  Since  the  death  of  her  husband 
Mrs.  Rolls  has  erected  a  large,  neat  residence 
in  Romeo.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  in  which  she  takes  a  very  help- 
ful part,  assisting  materially  in  the  various 
church  activities.  She  also  possesses  good 
business  ability  and  in  her  well  directed  ef- 
forts has  gained  success. 


HARMON  A.  WELLS. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  Har- 
mon A.  Wells,  who  is  now  living  on  section 
7,  Shelby  township,  wre  present  to  our  read- 
ers the  life  record  of  a  pioneer  citizen  of 
Macomb  county  who  enjoys  in  full  measure 
the  regard  and  esteem  of  those  with  whom 
he  has  been  brought  in  contact.  Mr.  Wells 
was  born  in  Steuben  county,  New  York, 
April  19,  1827,  his  parents  being  Samuel  I), 
and  Lydia  (Parmeter)  Wells.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  living  in  the  home  of  Sam- 
uel I>.  Wells  at  the  time  when  he  was  killed 
at  a  sawmill  by  a  log  rolling  upon  him.  He 
was  of  English  lineage.  Samuel  I).  Wells 
wras  born  in  Saratoga  county,  New  York, 
March  24,  1785,  and  died  August  12,  1838. 
He  served  his  country  as  a  soldier  in  the 
w^ar  of  1812,  and  in  1828  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan, where  he  purchased  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  sections  b  and  7, 
Shelby  township.  There,  in  the  midst  of  a 
forest,  he  began  the  development  of  a  farm. 
He  married  Miss  Parmeter,  who  was  born 
August  2,  1789,  in  Oakham,  Massachusetts, 
and  was  of  English  lineage.  Her  father  was 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was 
held  prisoner  bv  the  Indians  for  some  three 
years.  Mr.  Wells  died  August  12,  1833,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  September  22,  1855. 
They  were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children, 
of  whom  Harmon  was  the  eleventh  child  and 
seventh  son.  The  others  are  as  follows: 
Polly  Wells,  born  in  Onandago  township, 
Saratoga  county,  New  York,  June  6,  1807, 
was  the  wife  of  William  P.  Leggitt,  and  they 
resided  in  Michigan.  Lydia,  born  in  Cohoc- 
ton township,  Steuben  county,  New  York, 
November  6,  1809,  married  Philander  Ewell, 
and  they  lived  in  Shelby  township,  one  and 
a  half  miles  east  of  the  farm  on  which  our 
subject  resides.  Nelson,  born  in  Cohocton 
township,  September  18,  1811,  died  in  1831. 
William  P.,  who  was  born  in  the  same  local- 


ity, December  29,  1813,  married  Evaline 
Ewell,  and  lived  in  Shelby  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  Isabel le,  born  in  Cohocton 
township,  January  29,  1816,  became  the  wife 
of  George  W.  Summers  and  resided  in  Shel- 
by township.  Rhoda,  born  in  Cohocton,  New 
York,  February  4,  1821,  died  in  infancy.  Pru- 
dence I).,  also  born  in  Cohocton,  in  February, 
1822,  married  Andrew  Everett  and  lives  in 
Shelby  township.  George  S.,  born  in  Cohoc- 
ton, January  21,  1824,  died  in  Lapeer  coun- 
ty, Michigan.  Samuel  D.,  born  September  20, 
1817,  died  in  Jalapa,  Mexico,  during  the 
Mexican  war.  Isaac  Wells,  born  in  Cohoc- 
ton, July  5,  1819,  married  Jane  Piper  and 
lived  in  Shelby  township.  Hiram,  born  in 
Cohocton,  October  14,  1825,  was  in  the 
Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry  in  the  Civil  war. 
He  saw.  some  active  service  and  was  captured 
in  Stone's  raid  at  Macon,  Georgia.  He  was 
then  sent  to  Andersonville  prison  and  was 
finally  released  because  he  was  a  fine  me- 
chanic and  his  services  could  be  used  in  the 
erection  of  a  fine  house  which  was  then  be- 
ing built.  Richard,  born  in  Cohocton,  May 
23,  1829,  married  Lydia  Leggitt  and  lived  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Jane  Wells,  born  in  Shelby 
township,  Macomb  county,  June  lb,  1831, 
married  John  Naramore  and  lived  in  Mont- 
calm county,  Michigan.  Sydney  M.,  born  in 
Shelby  township,  February  26,  1833,  com- 
pletes the  family. 

Harmon  A.  Wells  began  his  education  in 
a  country  school  that  was  held  in  a  barn. 
The  next  school  which  he  attended  was  in 
a  woodshed,  and  later  he  continued  his 
studies  in  a  log  schoolhouse  which  stood  just 
south  and  across  the  road  from  the  present 
school  building  of  this  district.  The  Web- 
ster speller  was  used  in  those  days  and  meth- 
ods of  instruction  were  quite  primitive.  Tie 
began  farming  for  himself  in  1850  on  his 
present  farm,  where  he  has  now  lived  for 
fifty-five  years,  a  fact  of  which  no  other  resi- 
dent can  boast.  He  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty. acres  of  land  on  section  7  and  has 
greatly  improved  this  property,  making  it 
a  splendid  modern  farm,  lie  built  a  fine 
house,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  has 
now  been  replaced  by  a  residence  that  is 
modern  in  every  particular.  He  also  has  the 
finest  barn  in  this  part  of  the  county  and 
he  has  so  managed  his  property  that  it  has 
returned  him   a    very  gratifying  income, 

Mr.  Wells  was  married  to  Roxelana  Can- 
non, a  native  of  Day,  New  York,  born  May 
8,  1832,  and  a  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Susan 
(TIayden)  Cannon.  Seven  children  have  been 
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born  unto  them:  Mary  A.,  the  eldest,  born 
January  28,  1859,  died  in  1862.  Frank  D., 
who  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and 
is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  of  Ypsi- 
lanti,  Michigan,  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  lit- 
erary department  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan of  the  class  of  1886.  He  was  formerly  en- 
gaged in  the  newspaper  business,  but  is  now 
employed  as  a  writer  for  agricultural  papers. 
Alice  '  M.,  born  September  15,  1863,  is  at 
home.  George  S.,  born  December  26,  1866, 
was  a  mechanical  engineer,  educated  at  Ann 
Arbor,  Michigan,  and  afterward  was  em- 
ployed at  the  Bay  City  Industrial  Works  un- 
til his  death,  April  19,  1897.  Byron  S.,  born 
May  23,  1869,  attended  school  in  Utica  and 
is  a  farmer,  living  at  Brown  City,  Sanilac 
countv,  Michigan.  He  married  Delia  Rob- 
ertoy.'  Emma  M.,  born  May  20,  1872,  is  the 
wife  of  A.  R,  Runyan,  a  farmer  of  Shelby 
township.  Lydia  M.,  born  January  9,  1876, 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Rochester  high  school. 
Mr.  Wells  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  General  Cass  while  in  Iowa.  He  after- 
ward voted  for  Pierce,  Buchanan  and  Doug- 
las, but  since  that  time  has  been  a  stanch 
republican.  Tie  has  served  as  highway  com- 
missioner and  as  drainage  commissioner  and 
discharged  his  duties  capably  and  promptly. 
At  one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows society.  Mr.  Wells  has  now  reached  the 
seventy-ninth  milestone  on  life's  journey  and 
can  look  back  over  the  past  without  regret, 
for  he  has  led  a  useful,  busy  and  active  life 
in  which  he  has  never  taken  advantage  of  the 
necessities  of  his  fellowmen,  but  has  so  lived 
as  to  merit  their  unqualified  esteem. 


JOSEPH    HATZENBUHLER, 

In  this  enlightened  age  men  of  industry, 
energy  and  merit  are  rapidly  pushing  their 
way  to  the  front  and  those  who  by  their  in- 
dividual efforts  have  won  favor  and  fortune 
may  properly  claim  recognition.  Such  a  one 
is  Mr.  Hatzenbuhler,  who,  carrying  on  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising  in  Harrison 
township,  has  become  the  owner  of  a  well  im- 
proved and  desirable  property,  comprising 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  was  born 
in  this  county  March  31,  1862,  and  is  a  son 
of  Jacob  Hatzenbuhler,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Germany  in  1833,  and  who  came  to  the 
new  world  when   a    young  man   of   eighteen 


years,  arriving  at  New  York  in  1852.  He 
spent  about  three  years  in  the  east  and  thence 
came  to  Michigan,  reaching  Detroit  in  1855. 
In  the  latter  city  he  engaged  in  business  in  a 
wholesales  and  retail  grocery  for  several  years 
and  then  came  to  Macomb  county,  locating  on 
the  Gratiot  road  near  Mount  Clemens,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming;.  He  was  married  in 
Detroit  to  Miss  Ellen  Reviard,  who  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Detroit  in  the  street  which  bore 
her  family  name.  She  came  of  French  lin- 
eage. Mr.  Hatzenbuhler  died  on  his  farm 
in  1890  and  his  widow,  now  surviving  him, 
resides  in  Mount  Clemens.  In  their  family 
were  seven  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Joseph  Hatzenbuhler,  the  second  in  order 
of  birth,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Macomb 
county  and  pursued  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  lie  remained  upon  his  father's 
farm  until  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  then 
went  to  North  Dakota,  where  he  spent  a  year 
on  a  big  ranch.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  returned  to  Michigan,  thinking  this 
the  best  state  of  all,  and  here  he  purchased 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  where  he  now  re- 
sides, at  once  beginning  its  cultivation  and 
improvement.  He  cleared  it,  selling  the  tim- 
ber, and  as  the  land  was  prepared  for  the 
plow,  he  put  in  his  crops  and  in  due  course 
of  time  secured  good  harvests,  the  income 
which  he  derived  from  his  wood  and  timber 
paying  for  the  land,  lie  has  helped  to  clear 
four  hundred  acres  of  land  and  he  has  built 
a  good  residence  and  two  good  barns  upon 
his  farm.  He  has  also  fenced  the  place  and 
planted  an  orchard  and  made  the  farm  what 
it  is  to-day.  It  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  improvement,  supplied  with  all 
modern  equipments,  and  in  addition  to  the 
raising  of  cereals  Mr.  Hatzenbuhler  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  raising  and  feeding 
stock  for  ten  years,  feeding  cattle  and  stock 
for  the  market,  lie  also  conducts  a  dairy 
business,  lie  has  purchased  sixty  acres  ad- 
joining his  original  purchase  and  he  also  owns 
a  part  of  the  old  homestead,  comprising  two 
hundred  acres  of  land,  and  lie  has  made  all 
through  his  own  frugality,  perseverance  and 
indomitable  energy. 

Mr.  Hatzenbuhler  was  married  in  Mount 
Clemens,  April  25,  1887,  to  Miss  Mary  Pe- 
quignot,  a  daughter  of  Constant  Pequignot,  a 
native  of  France.  The  daughter,  however, 
was  reared  in  Macomb  county.  There  are 
four  living  children  by  this  marriage :  Adell, 
who  is  a  student  in  the  Catholic  school  of 
Mount  Clemens;  Catherine;  Estella;  and 
Helen.     They  also  lost  two  children :  Edward, 
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who  was  drowned  November  27,  1903,  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years ;  and  Mary,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Voting  with  the  republican  party  Mr.  Hatz- 
enbuhler  thus  indicates  his  political  prefer- 
ence, having  given  his  ballot  for  its  presiden- 
tial nominees  since  casting  his  first  vote  for 
Benjamin  Harrison.  He  was  elected  and 
served  as  township  treasurer  for  one  year, 
has  been  school  assessor  for  fourteen  years 
and  is  yet  filling  that  office,  and  in  1903  he 
was  elected  and  served  for  a  year  as  super- 
visor, acting  on  a  number  of  important  com- 
mittees, while  on  the  board.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  republican  committee  of  Har- 
rison township  and  a  delegate  to  the  county 
conventions  and  is  deeply  interested  in  the 
growth  and  success  of  the  party,  taking  a 
helpful  part  in  its  local  work.  He  and  his 
wife  were  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith,  and 
are  members  of  the  church  of  Mount  Clemens, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus. He  is  a  hard-working,  industrious  farm- 
er who  believes  it  worth  while  to  put  forth 
greater  effort  in  order  to  have  things  upon 
his  place  in  better  condition,  and  his  farm 
to-day  is  the  visible  evidence  of  his  life  of 
untiring  industry  and  capable  management. 


HON.  ARTHUR  LEWIS  CANFIELD. 

Arthur  Lewis  Canfield,  deceased,  judge  of 
the  sixteenth  circuit  court  of  Michigan,  was 
born  at  Mount  Clemens,  January  27,  1844, 
and  was  the  youngest  son  of  William  and 
Anne  (Clemens)  Canfield.  His  father,  born 
at  Chester,  Connecticut,  in  1809,  settled  at 
Mount  Clemens  in  1830  and  at  first  followed 
merchandising,  while  afterward  he  engaged 
in  farming.  lie  figured  prominently  in  pub- 
lic life  as  state  senator,  sheriff  of  Macomb 
county,  collector  of  internal  revenue  and 
brigadier  general  of  the  state  troops.  Thus 
many  honors  were  conferred  upon  him  and 
his  entire  career  reflected  credit  upon  the 
county  and  state  which  honored  him.  His 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Christian 
Clemens,  and  a  lady  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment, distinguished  for  her  purity  of  heart 
and  life  and  for  her  exemplary  kindness  and 
benevolence. 

On  the  paternal  side  Judge  Canfield  was 
a  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  of  Ser- 
geant Thomas  Canfield,  of  Mulford,  Connect- 
icut, an  English  puritan,  who  settled  in  Con- 
necticut about  1839.  Two  of  his  great- 
grandfathers, Captain  Samuel  Canfield   and 


Major  Nathan  Peters,  served  in  the  Con- 
tinental army  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Major  Peters  was  likewise  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  New  London  (Connecticut)  bar. 
On  his  mother's  side  Judge  Canfield  belonged 
to  the  Clemens  family  which  came  from  Hol- 
land and  had  long  resided  in  Germantown 
and  Philadelphia  before  the  removal  to 
Michigan.  All  of  his  Canfield  ancestors  are 
of  New  England  families  of  a  decided  Puri- 
tan type — men  who  lived  on  lands  their  fath- 
ers had  owned,  and  earned  their  livelihood 
from  stubborn  soil,  but  saw  to  it  that  they 
gave  their  children  the  best  educational  ad- 
vantages of  the  times  and  strove  to 
hand  on  to  them  somewhat  improved  the 
heritage  they  themselves  had  received.  They 
were  men  who  served  the  state  honestly  and 
faithfully  in  peace  and  war  and  who  above 
all  other  things  regarded  their  duty  to  God 
with  the  stern  conscience  of  old  New  Eng- 
land. On  the  other  side,  his  Clemens  an- 
cestry was  a  line  devoted  to  mercantile  pur- 
suits, dwrellers  in  cities,  and  whose  Dutch  re- 
ligious temperament  had  become  somewhat 
modified  by  the  environment  of  urban  life 
and  business.  His  character  showed  very 
clearly  his  two  lines  of  descent. 

Judge  Canfield  was  educated  in  the  Mount 
Clemens  schools  and  the  Normal  School  at 
Yypsilanti,  but  his  home  training  greatly  in- 
fluenced his  studies  and  tastes.  His  father 
was  a  man  of  fine  training  and  high  ideals, 
who  found  time,  in  addition  to  the  care  of 
a  large  farm  and  the  duties  of  public  office, 
for  careful  and  extensive  reading  and  accu- 
rate acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  the  day. 
It  was  as  much  to  his  home  surroundings 
as  school  that  Judge  Canfield  owed  the  stu- 
dious habits  and  love  of  learning  which  char- 
acterized his  after  life  as  well  as  his  interest 
in  public  matters  and  devotion  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  republican  government.  After 
finishing  his  studies  in  the  normal  school, 
the  Civil  war  being  in  progress,  he  wished 
to  enter  the  army,  but  circumstances  pre- 
vented this  and  he  took  up  the  study  of 
the  law,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1866. 
His  studious  habits  continued  throughout 
life.  He  never  forgot  his  early  training  in 
the  classics  and  always  recalled  with  pleas- 
ure favorite  passages  from  the  commentaries 
of  Caesar,  Virgil  and  Tacitus,.  He  was  a 
careful  and  diligent  reader  of  the  best  Eng- 
lish and  American  literature  and  was  well 
acquainted  with  French  and  German.  He 
had  a  fine  appreciation  of  poetry  and  the 
drama  and  the  best  scientific  and  philosophi- 
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eal  works  of  the  period  were  familiar  to  him, 
while  he  also  gave  much  thought  and  con- 
sideration to  the  questions  which  they  sug- 
gested, particularly  to  those  touching  upon 
a  future  life.  His  private  library,  while  not 
large,  was  remarkably  well  selected  and  he 
loved  most  to  be  among  his  books  with  con- 
genial friends,  discussing  favorite  authors  or 
playing  a  game  of  chess,  in  which  he  greatly 
delighted  and  usually  excelled. 

Judge  Canfield  returned  to  Mount  Clemens 
to  practice  law  and  lived  for  many  years  at 
his  father's  homestead  on  the  farm  outside 
of  the  city.  In  later  years  he  resided  on 
South  Gratiot  avenue.  Clients  were  early 
attracted  to  him  and  he  always  had  as  much 
business  or  more  than  he  wanted.  As  a 
lawyer  he  was  thorough  and  capable,  a  wise 
counselor  and  averse  to  litigation  except 
when  it  was  absolutely  necessary ;  skillful  in 
the  trial  of  cases,  and  inflexible  in  guarding 
the  interests  confided  to  him.  He  was  ex- 
tremely conscientious  in  all  things.  His  work 
as  a  lawyer  and  judge  was  characterized  by 
industrious  investigation  and  patient  study 
and  he  desired,  above  all  things,  to  know  the 
real  merits  of  the  case  before  him  and  the 
exact  rules  of  law  applicable  thereto.  He 
was  deeply  imbued  with  the  principles  of 
the  common  law  and  had  a  natural  sense 
of  justice  and  fair  dealing  together  with  an 
overwhelming  contempt  for  the  tricks  and 
devices  of  greed  and  chicanery. 

Judge  Canfield  was  also  identified  with 
the  republican  party  and  on  political  ques- 
tions his  opinions  were  intelligent  and  de- 
cided. He  served  at  various  times  as  circuit 
court  commissioner,  city  attorney,  circuit 
judge  and  member  of  the  state  commission 
for  the  compilation  of  the  laws.  He  was  a 
member  of  various  social  and  Masonic  or- 
ganizations at  Mount  Clemens,  but  did  not 
participate  frequently  or  actively  in  their 
functions,  his  disposition  inclining  him  more 
to  the  seclusion  of  his  own  home  and  the 
society  of  a  few  close  friends.  He  was  not 
allied  with  any  church  or  religious  organiza- 
tion, although  he  was  a  firm  adherent  of  the 
principles  of  Christianity  and  thoroughly 
observed  them  in  his  daily  life.  His  creed 
was  broader  than  any  church  and  he  felt 
that  his  intellectual  independence  would  be 
lessened  by  subscribing  to  the  doctrines  of 
any  denomination. 

Judge  Canfield  was  married  October  6, 
1880,  to  Miss  Emma  G.  Dwyer,  an  adopted 
daughter  of  Dr.  A.  W.  and  Adeline  (Jen- 
nings)  Hager,  of  New  Sharon,  Maine.     She 


came  with  her  adopted  father  to  Mount 
Clemens  in  1868  and  she  is  a  lady  of  refine- 
ment and  culture,  whose  influence  in  social 
circles  in  Mount  Clemens  has  been  marked. 
Judge  Canfield  was  a  type  of  his  age  and 
generation — the  generation  of  those  born  to 
the  soil  of  the  state.  He  united  the  quali- 
ties of  his  parents  under  the  conditions  at- 
tendant upon  building  up  a  new  common- 
wealth a  half  century  ago.  There  was  in 
him  a  pride  of  intellectual  worth,  a  con- 
tempt for  merely  material  prosperity,  a  vivid 
interest  in  new  things  and  a  strong  attach- 
ment to  those  tried  and  proven  by  past  ex- 
periences. He  was  intensely  patriotic.  He 
believed  in  the  national  government,  but  saw 
no  hope  for  it  unless  it  was  administered  by 
the  republican  party.  His  feelings  engen- 
dered during  the  old  anti-slavery  days  and 
the  Civil  war  never  entirely  left  him.  With 
it  all  he  was  of  a  reflective  and  somewhat 
retiring  disposition — not  aggressive  in  jnib- 
lishing  his  opinions,  but  seldom  altering 
them.  He  was  true  to  his  family,  faithful  to 
his  friends  and  devoted  to  the  republic  and 
the  state. 


LUTHER  PROCTER. 

Luther  Procter,  occupying  a  pleasant  home 
on  St.  Clair  street,  in  Romeo,  is  now  living 
retired  from  active  business  cares,  but  was 
previously  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
yet  owns  three  hundred  acres  of  land  east 
of  Romeo.  He  was  born  in  the  township  of 
Armada,  May  10,  1830.  His  father.  John 
Procter,  who  was  known  as  General  Procter, 
was  born  in  Cheshire  county,  New  II amp- 
shire,  July  18,  1799,  and  wras  there  reared 
upon  a  farm.  He  afterward  removed  to  the 
state  of  New  York,  where  he  was  employed 
for  seven  years  by  a  firm  in  Monroe  county. 
He  then  came  west  to  Michigan,  thinking  that 
he  might  have  better  business  opportunities 
in  this  state.  Arriving  in  Macomb  county 
about  1824,  he  purchased  government  land 
east  of  Romeo  in  Armada  township  and  at 
once  began  to  clear  the  fields,  cut  away  the 
forest  trees  and  prepare  the  land  for  the 
plow.  He  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  and  later  purchased  more  land,  in 
course  of  time  developing  an  excellent  farm, 
upon  which  he  built  good  buildings  and  made 
modern  improvements.  He  was  married  in 
this  county  to  Miss  Sarah  Freeman,  a  native 
of  Vermont,  who  in  her  girlhood  days  was 
brought  to  Michigan  by  her  parents,  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Newman  Freeman.  Mr.  Procter  reared 
his  family  upon  the  home  farm  and  there 
spent  his  remaining  days,  his  death  occur- 
ring in  1860.  His  wife  survived  him  and  died 
in  1862.  In  order  of  birth  their  children 
were  as  follows:  Matilda,  born  in  1828,  is 
deceased;  Luther  is  the  next  of  the  family; 
Benjamin  F.,  born  June  24,  1832,  married 
Sarah  Barkham  and  is  deceased,  while  his 
widow  still  lives  on  the  old  home  farm ;  Susan 
L.,  born  in  1835,  is  the  widow  of  Charles 
Jerome  and  resides  in  Romeo;  John  L.,  born 
in  1839,  lives  with  his  sister  Susan;  George 
W.,  born  in  1841,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years;  Ellen  E.,  born  in  1843,  is  the  widow 
of  Harvey  Mellen  and  also  makes  her  home  in 
Romeo. 

Luther  Procter  was  reared  to  manhood 
upon  the  old  homestead  and  is  indebted  to 
the  public-school  system  of  the  county  for 
the  educational  privileges  he  enjoyed.  He 
was  trained  to  farm  work  under  the  direction 
of  his  father,  whom  he  assisted  until  lie  at- 
tained his  majority.  He  was  first  married 
in  1866  to  Miss  Harriet  L.  Sterling,  a  native 
of  Macomb  county,  born  April  16,  1836,  in 
Washington  township,  and  a  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain Azariah  and  Miranda  (Leach)  Sterling. 
Her  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  county  who  came  from  New  York  to 
Michigan.  He  won  his  title  by  service  m  the 
state  militia  of  New  York.  Following  his 
marriage  Mr.  Procter  located  on  a  farm,  hav- 
ing eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  began  to 
improve.  Later  he  purchased  more  land  as 
his  financial  resources  permitted  and  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  tract  of  three 
hundred  and  ten  acres.  Here  he  has  erected 
good  buildings,  has  secured  modern  farm  ma- 
chinery to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  fields, 
has  planted  an  orchard  and  altogether  has 
one  of  the  best  improved  farm  properties  in 
his  part  of  the  county.  He  also  maintains 
a  deer  park,  around  which  is  a  high  wire 
fence,  and  here  for  a  number  of  years  he 
has  had  several  deer,  now  having  six  head. 

Mr.  Procter  lost  his  first  wife  in  1884. 
There  was  one  son  by  that  marriage,  Charles 
S.,  who  was  born  March  21,  1867,  and  died 
March  19,  1904,  at  Silver  City,  New  Mexico, 
where  he  had  gone  with  the  hope  of  benefit- 
ing his  health,  lie  was  a  young  man  of  ex- 
emplary habits  and  upright  character,  greatly 
esteemed  by  all,  and  his  death  brought  an 
almost  unbearable  loss  to  the  father,  who  thus 
lost  his  only  child. 

For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Procter  chose  Mrs. 
Annette  King  of  Imlay  City,  Lapeer  county, 


Michigan,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in 
1886.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Jirah  and  Louisa 
(Black)  Cardwell,  and  by  her  former  mar- 
riage had  three  children;  Jirah  A.,  born 
October  29,  1866,  is  now  a  teacher  in  North 
Dakota.  Carrie,  born  December  16,  1864, 
married  John  Edwards  and  resides  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri.  Blanch  L.,  born  August  22, 
1878,  completed  a  four  years'  course  at  Olivet 
College,  Eaton  County,  Michigan,  and  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  at  Ann 
Arbor  in  1903.  She  is  now  principal  of  the 
high  school  at  Delray,  near  Detroit. 

Politically  Mr.  Procter  is  a  republican,  who 
has  been  unfaltering  in  his  support  of  the 
party  since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856.  He  has  never 
aspired  to  office,  however,  preferring  that 
others  shall  occupy  the  official  positions.  In 
the  spring  of  1905  he  removed  from  his  farm 
to  Romeo  and  purchased  a  neat  residence  on 
West  St.  Clair  street.  He  has  been  a  resident 
of  the  county  for  seventy-five  years  and  has 
seen  its  development  and  growth  from  pio- 
neer times  when  the  greater  part  of  the  coun- 
ty was  wild  and  unimproved.  He  has  wit- 
nessed the  introduction  of  the  telegraph  and 
telephone,  the  building  of  towns  and  villages 
and  the  undertaking  of  many  business  enter- 
prises. In  all  that  has  been  accomplished  he 
has  borne  a  public-spirited  interest  and  has 
himself  led  an  active  and  useful  life,  being 
one  of  the  successful  farmers  and  business 
men  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  has  a  genial, 
kind  heart  and  ready  hand  and  his  sterling 
worth  has  gained  him  the  friendship  and 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 


HENRY  STEPHENS. 

Henry  Stephens,  financier  and  lumberman, 
whose  name  was  long  a  force  in  industrial 
and  commercial  circles  of  Michigan  and  is 
now  found  upon  the  state's  roll  of  hon- 
ored dead,  was  a  native  of  Dublin,  Ireland, 
and  was  a  son  of  Robert  L.  Stephens,  who 
brought  his  family  to  the  new  world  when 
his  son  Henry  was  four  years  of  age.  The 
family  home  was  established  in  Canada  and 
the  son  had  the  privilege  of  attending 
schools  there  for  a  few  months  but  was  prac- 
tically self-educated,  learning  from  each  ex- 
perience and  step  which  he  made  in  life 
valuable  lessons  that  were  turned  to  account 
as  changing  conditions  in  his  business  career 
called   forth    a   new  line   of   action.      When 
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seventeen  years  of  age  he  came  to  Romeo, 
where  his  brother  owned  a  store  and  not  long- 
afterward  he  purchased  the  store  and  en- 
tered upon  a  business  career  as  creditable 
as  remarkable.  It  wTas  marked  by  consecu- 
tive progress  and  he  found  in  each  transition 
stage  opportunity  for  further  advancement. 
Each  step  was  carefully  and  deliberately 
made  and  he  seemed  to  have  reached  at  every 
point  of  his  career  the  utmost  possibility  of 
accomplishment  at  that  point.  He  early 
noted  the  opportunity  for  investment  in  the 
lumber  industry  and  was  among  the  promo- 
ters of  this  line  of  work  which  became  a 
chief  source  of  revenue  to  the  state.  Pur- 
chasing land  from  time  to  time,  his  lumber 
interests  reached  very  extensive  and  profit- 
able proportions,  and  in  the  development  of 
the  business  he  displayed  an  energy  and 
foresight  seldom  equalled.  lie  was  not 
merely  a  follower  but  a  leader  in  the  on- 
ward march  of  progress  which  has  charac- 
terized business  conditions  and  his  name  be- 
came a  power  in  commercial  circles  in  the 
state. 

Mr.  Stephens  was  married,  September  20, 
1853,  to  Miss  Clarinda  Leet,  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Albert  Leet,  one  of  the  pioneer  physi- 
cians of  Macomb  county,  who  was  born  in 
Connecticut  but  in  1840  became  a  resident 
of  Romeo,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 
His  broad  humanitarian  spirit  was  mani- 
fested in  his  practice.  He  Avas  a  man  of  fine 
presence,  of  social  qualities  that  rendered 
him  popular  and  the  possessor  of  traits  of 
character  that  made  him  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  Dr.  Leet  was  married  to 
Miss  Catherine  Palen,  a  native  of  Palenfield, 
Greene  county,  New  York,  who  died  in  1900. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephens  became  the  parents 
of  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Henry  A.,  a 
prominent  business  man  of  Detroit,  who  is 
holding  extensive  commercial  interests;  Al- 
len L.,  a  resident  of  Detroit;  and  Catherine, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Melver  and 
died  at  Old  Mission,  in  San  Jose,  California, 
in  1899. 

Mr.  Stephens  passed  away  at  the  same 
place,  February  22,  1885,  and  his  death  was 
the  occasion  of  deep  regret  in  business  cir- 
cles, where  his  labors  had  been  of  direct  or 
indirect  benefit  to  hundreds;  in  social  cir- 
cles, where  his  force  of  character,  attractive 
personality  and  kindly  consideration  for 
others  had  made  him  popular;  and  in  the 
family  circle,  where,  as  a  devoted  husband 
and  father,  his  best  traits  were  most  fre- 
quently seen.     He  was  a  stanch  republican, 


deeply  and  actively  interested  in  the  politi- 
cal issues  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try. He  was  one  of  the  early  members  and 
organizers  of  the  Odd  FellowTs  lodge  at 
Romeo  and  as  his  financial  resources  in- 
creased he  became  a  generous  contributor  to 
various  churches   and  charities. 


FRANK  A.  BYWAT-ER. 

Frank  A.  By  water,  the  efficient  and  popu- 
lar postmaster  at  Memphis,  Michigan,  was 
born  near  this  town.  May  3,  1865,  a  son  of 
John  and  Carrie  (Tiller)  By  water,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Warwickshire  and  the  latter 
of  Hampshire,  England.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Bywater,  was  also  a  native  of 
Warwickshire  and  came  to  America  about 
1830,  locating  first  in  Ohio,  whence  he  after* 
ward  removed  to  Macomb  county,  Michigan, 
settling  near  Richmond,  where  he  remained 
for  a  few  years.  He  then  removed  to  Mem- 
phis, where  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  de- 
voting his  attention  in  part  to  general  farm- 
ing and  while  in  England  he  was  a  silk 
weaver.  When  but  a  boy  John  Bywater,  Jr., 
began  working  on  the  Mississippi  river,  run- 
ning rafts  and  doing  other  service.  In  1850 
he  made  a  trip  overland  to  California,  acting 
as  captain  of  an  emigrant  party  going  out 
to  the  goldfields.  He  made  three  trips  prior 
to  his  marriage  and  later  he  made  a  trip 
for  Butterfield  &  Patterson,  stockmen  of 
Michigan.  In  addition  to  conveying  a  party 
of  emigrants  across  the  plains  at  that  time 
he  took  a  number  of  thoroughbred  horses, 
cattle  and  sheep,  having  more  or  less  trouble 
with  the  Indians  on  this  as  well  as  on  other 
trips.  The  red  men  greatly  admired  the 
thoroughbred  stock  and  tried  hard  to  get 
them  away  from  him. 

On  his  return  Mr.  Bywater  located  a  half 
mile  south  of  Memphis,  where  his  wife  and 
two  children  Avere  living,  and  continued  to 
cultivate  and  improve  that  farm  until  1865, 
when  he  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres  of  land,  two  miles  west  and  a  half  mile 
south  of  Memphis.  There  he  established  his 
home,  remaining  in  that  locality  until  1876, 
during  which  time  he  improved  the  property. 
He  then  sold  out  and  with  his  family  went 
to  San  Francisco,  California,  and  on  to  Port- 
land, Oregon,  but  remained  at  that  place  only 
a  short  time.  He  then  removed  to  Salem, 
Oregon,  and  six  weeks  later  he  fitted  out  an 
emigrant  wagon  with  which  he  traveled  to 
Sacramento,     California,     a    distance    of    six 
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hundred  miles,  making  this  trip  because  of 
his  wife's  ill  health.     She  was  benefited  by 
the  change  of  climate  and  after  two  weeks 
spent  in   Sacramento  he   sold  his  team  and 
returned  by  way  of  the  Union  Pacific  rail- 
road.    The  Indians  at  that  time  were  on  the 
warpath.      The     Custer     massacre     occurred 
about  that  time  and  the  Bywater  family  nar- 
rowly  escaped   being   captured   by    the    red 
men.     The  fact  that  a  train  load  of  soldiers 
had  just   arrived,   replaced   the   track   which 
had  been  torn  up  by  the  Indians  and  drove 
the   red  men   away,   accounts   for  their  safe 
journey.     The  report,  however,  reached  Mich- 
igan that   they   had   been    murdered   by   the 
Indians.      Traveling     eastward     to     Leaven- 
worth, Kansas,  they  remained  there  for  two 
weeks.     Mr.  Bywater  searching  for  a  favor- 
able location  but  not  finding  one,  they  con- 
tinued on  their  way  to  Michigan  and  greatly 
surprised  their  old  friends  who  believed  that 
they  had   been   scalped.     Mr.    Bywater   then 
purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  and  moved 
west  of  Memphis  and  he  was  also  forced  to 
purchase  again  his  former  farm,  for  the  man 
to  whom  he  had  sold  it  was  unable  to  meet 
his  obligations.     The  family,  however,  made 
their  home  on  what  was  known  as  the  Rigg 
farm,  where  they  continued  until  1895,  when 
Mr.  Bywrater  retired  from  active  agricultural 
pursuits   and  established  his  home  in  Mem- 
phis.       The   old   desire   for  travel   remained 
with  him  and  about  1888  he  made  a  trip  to 
Seattle    with    the    intention   of   visiting   the 
scenes  of  his  early  experiences  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  but  after  a  short  time  his  desire  to  see 
his  family  became  so  strong  that  he  did  not 
carry  out  his  intentions   with  regard  to  his 
western  visit.     During  the  last  years  of  his 
life   he   lived   in    retirement     from    business 
cares  and  spent  much  of  his  time  in  travel, 
visiting  many   places  of   interest.     His  wife 
passed  away  in  1896  and  he  died  in  1900,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bywater  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children:  Julia  is  the  wife  of 
E.  A.  Bartlett,  of  Memphis;  Alice  is  the  wife 
of  F.  B.  Wade,  of  Memphis;  Edith  is  the 
wife  of  C.  D.  Prichard,  of  Memphis;  Frank 
A.  is  the  next  younger;  Edwin  L.  resides  in 
Detroit;  John  is  deceased;  Mabel  is  the  wife 
of  Stephen  Dinsmore,  of  Capac,  Michigan. 
John  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years, 
being  killed  by  a  load  of  wood  falling  on  him. 
He  was  a  popular  young  man,  having  many 
friends  who  deeply  regretted  his  death. 

Frank  A.  Bywater  spent  his  boyhood  days 
on  his  father's  farm  and  acquired  his  edu- 


cation in  the  schools  of  Memphis.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  here,  the  father  giving 
him  his  time.  He  was  associated  with  F.  B. 
Wade  under  the  firm  name  of  Wade  &  By- 
water  and  this  business  was  continued  by 
them  for  eleven  years  with  good  success. 
They  then  sold  out  and  Mr.  Bywater  engaged 
in  farming  on  land  previously  belonging  to 
George  H.  Stewart,  one  and  a  half  miles  south 
of  Memphis.  There  he  continued  until  1904, 
meeting  with  fair  success,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Memphis  and  is  now 
discharging  the  duties  of  that  position,  being 
a  popular  and  efficient  officer. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1888,  Frank  A. 
Bywater  married  Nina  M.  Cole,  of  St.  Clair 
county,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  II .  Cole,  who 
for  many  years  practiced  medicine  in  Mem- 
phis and  died  in  1904.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Celia.  Mr.  Bywater  is  a  Mason  and  a 
Knight  of  the  Maccabees  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  popular  young  people,  enjoying  the 
friendship  of  many  and  the  hospitality  of 
the  best  homes  of  the  town  and  surrounding 
district. 


TRANGOTT   LUNGERSHAUSEN. 

Trangott  Lungershausen,  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, was  born  July  1,  1833,  in  Artern,  Prus- 
sia, and  when  he  came  to  America  he  was 
almost  penniless.  His  life,  therefore,  is  an- 
other proof  of  the  opportunities  and  advan- 
tages which  this  country  affords  to  young 
men  of  energy,  determination  and  ability, 
for  he  is  to-day  classed  among  the  bankers 
of  his  adopted  city.  He  has,  moreover,  fig- 
ured prominently  in  public  affairs  here  and 
has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-townsmen 
with  official  preferment.  He  is  a  son  of  Gott- 
werth  and  Caroline  Lungershausen.  His 
father  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and 
commission  business,  and  wras  a  retired  offi- 
cer of  the  Prussian  army.  The  genealogical 
history  of  the  Lungershausen  family  has 
been  traced  back  to  the  twelfth  century  and 
includes  upon  its  pages  the  names  of  many 
barons,  counts,  soldiers,  ministers  and  states- 
men. 

Trangott  Lungershausen  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  com- 
pleting his  course  by  graduation  in  1848. 
Soon  afterward  he  became  a  clerk  in  the 
Imperial  Salt  Works  at  Artern,  Prussia,  and 
remained  there  for  three  years,  when  he  be- 
came a  clerk  in  the  county  court  at  Sangers- 
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lia.usen,    Prussia,  where  he   spent   one  year. 
Having-  attained  the   age  of  nineteen  years 
he  then  took  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  at 
Bremen  for  New  York,  where  he  landed  July 
13,  1852,  after  a  voyage  of  eight  weeks.   His 
total    possessions    at    that    time    were    his 
clothes  and  two  dollars  and  a  half  in  gold, 
but  soon  after  reaching  the  eastern  metrop- 
olis he  spent  his  last  cent  in  paying  railroad 
fare    to    a   small    town    about    one   hundred 
miles  from  New  York,  where  a  railroad  line 
was  being  constructed,  men  being  needed  to 
work  on  the  road.  He  thought  that  he  might 
secure     employment     there,     but     when     he 
reached  his  destination  a  strike  was  on  and 
he  could  get  no  work,  so  he  walked  back  to 
Jersey  City.     There  he  pawned  his  pocket- 
book  for  fifteen   cents  in  order  to  pay  the 
ferry  passage  across  the  river  to  New  York. 
He  remained  in  New  York  for  three  months. 
A  man  of  his  determination,  pluck  and  per- 
severance   could   not   long   remain   idle    and 
he  secured  a  clerkship  in  a  grocery  store.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
began  work  on  a  farm  in  Clinton  township, 
Macomb  county,     lie     afterward     went     to 
Sault    Sainte   Marie,    where   he   worked   for 
three  months,  assisting  in  building  the  first 
locks    in    the    government    canal.     He    after- 
ward went  to  Detroit,  where  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  and   in  1856  he  again   re- 
moved to  the  township  of  Clinton,  Macomb 
county.     About  this  time  he  married  Erne- 
lie  Stechert  and  became  a  farmer,  carrying 
on  agricultural  pursuits  until  he  took  up  his 
abode  in   Mount  Clemens  in  1871.     Here  he 
embarked  in  the  Hour  and  feed  business  in 
the  building  now  known  as  Cass  Hotel,  in 
the  rear  of  the  courthouse*.     After  one  and 
a    half  years  he  sold  his  store  and  became 
a    partner   of  John    Rocker   in    a    hardware 
business  in  the  same  building.     A  short  time 
after  they  removed  their  stock  to  the  store 
now  occupied  by  F.  P.  Ullrich  on  the  west 
side  of  Court  street,   and   Mr.    Rocker  sold 
out   to   Charles   Zange,   while   Mr.   Lungers- 
hausen  soon   afterward   sold   his   interest   to 
Martin  Pulcher. 

In  the  fall  of  1871  Mr.  Lungershausen  was 
a  candidate  for  the  office  of  register  of  deeds 
on  the  democratic  ticket  and  was  elected.  He 
was  again  chosen  by  public  vote  in  1876  and 
1878,  and  he  served  as  deputy  register  for 
the  ensuing  fourteen  years.  In  1882  he  was 
appointed  by  the  common  council  as  super- 
visor of  the  second  ward  of  Mount  Clemens 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  Louis   Groesbeck  and  he  has  since  held 


the  office,  being  chairman  of  the  board  from 
1901  until  1903,  inclusive.  His  connection 
with  public  affairs,  however,  has  not  entirely 
severed  his  connection  with  business  life 
here,  for  he  is  to-day  the  vice-president  of 
Mount  Clemens  Savings  Bank,  which  he  as- 
sisted in  organizing  and  of  which  he  has 
been  a  director  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
His  political  allegiance  has  always  been 
given  to  the  democratic  party  since  he  ob- 
tained his  right  of  franchise  in  America. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and   Mrs.  Lungers- 
hausen has  been  blessed  with  six  children  : 
Ida,  who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  C.  Flue- 
mer,  and  died  in  1888;  Clara,  at  home;  Gus- 
tave,  an  attendant  of  the   Park  Bathhouse; 
Oscar  C,  an  attorney-at-law  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens ;  Waldemar,  a  physician  and  surgeon  of 
this  city;   and  Alma,   who  died  in  infancy. 
Oscar  Charles  was  born  in  Clinton  township, 
Macomb  county,  February  26,  1865,  pursued 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Mount 
Clemens  and  took  a  law  course  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  with  the  class  of  1887. 
He  has  since  been  a  practitioner  in  Mount 
Clemens  and  in  1892  was  elected  prosecut- 
ing attorney.     For  seven  years  he  was  city 
attorney,  while  for  four  years  he  was  city 
court  commissioner.     He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the     Ullrich     Savings  Bank,  of 
which  he  is  a  director,  and  he  is  likewise  a 
director   and   one   of   the   organizers   of  the 
New  Haven  Bank  at  New  Haven,  and  of  the 
Macomb  County  Savings     Bank     at  Lenox, 
Michigan.     He   has   been   a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  since  1887  and  is  an  ac- 
tive worker  in   the  democratic  party.     The 
youngest  son,  Waldemar  T.  Lungershausen, 
now  a  practicing  physician  and  surgeon %of 
Mount  Clemens,  was  born  May  21,  1877,  and 
continued  his  public  school  education  until 
he  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  with 
the  class  of  1888.    He  then  entered  the  Michi- 
gan University,  pursued  the  medical  and  lit- 
erary courses  and  later  attended  the  Univer- 
sity  of   Pennsylvania,    from   which   he   was 
graduated  in   1897.     This  was  followed  by 
three  years7  study  in  the  German  University, 
where  he  pursued  a  clinical   course,  and  in 
1900  he  returned  to    his    native    city    and 
opened  an  office  in  Mount  Clemens.  Here  he 
has  enjoyed  a  liberal  bathing  practice.  Pro- 
fessionally he  is  connected  with  the  Michi- 
gan  State  and  American   Medical   Societies 
and  socially  with  the  Masonic  and  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternities. 

Trangott  Lungershausen  has  been  a  val- 
ued member  of  .Mount   Clemens  lodge    No. 
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6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M,.,  since  1884,  and  he  also 
belongs  to  Mount  Clemens  chapter,  R.  A. 
M.,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  to  the 
Arbeiter  Unterstuetzungs  Verein,  of  which  he 
was  president  for  many  years. 

"While  not  an  active  member  he  attends 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  The  true 
measure  of  success  is  determined  by  what 
one  has  accomplished,  and  viewed  in  this 
light,  Mr.  Lungershausen  may  well  be  called 
a  most  successful  man.  Almost  penniless 
during  the  first  few  months  of  his  residence 
in  the  new  world,  he  has  gradually  advanced 
in  the  walks  of  life  demanding  close  appli- 
cation and  strong  intellectuality.  He  has 
won  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation.  In 
his  business  dealings  he  is  known  for  his 
prompt  and  honorable  methods,  while  his 
official  career  as  well  as  his  business  record 
has  won  him  the  deserved  and  unqualified 
confidence   of   his   fellowmen. 


MRS.  J.  H.  BRABB. 

Mrs.  J.  II.  Brabb  is  one  of  the  few  remain- 
ing early  settlers  of  Romeo.  She  can  remem- 
ber when  this  thrifty  little  city  was  a 
cross-roads  village,  it  being  scarcely  more 
than  a  hamlet  when  in  her  childhood  days, 
in  1835,  she  accompanied  her  parents  to 
Michigan.  She  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state,  having  been  born  in  Fulton  county, 
New  York,  in  1824.  Her  father,  Marvel 
Shaw,  was  likewise  born  in  New  York,  and 
was  there  reared  to  manhood.  He  married 
Roxanna  Kennedy,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Saratoga  county,  New  York.  They  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  there  and  for 
several  years  Mr.  Shaw  continued  to  en- 
gage in  tilling  the  soil  in  the  east.  During 
this  period  the  family  circle  was  increased 
by  the  addition  of  three  sons  and  four 
daughters.  In  1835  Mr.  Shaw  removed  to 
the  west,  settling  in  Macomb  county,  Michi- 
gan, the  primitive  condition  of  which  dis- 
trict is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  much  of 
the  land  was  still  in  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment, so  that  it  was  entirely  devoid  of  im- 
provements. Only  here  and  there  were  seen 
evidences  of  an  advanced  civilization.  Mr. 
Shaw  secured  land  from  the  government  in 
Washington  township,  near  Romeo,  and 
having  cut  down  the  trees  and  cleared  the 
ground,  he  fenced  his  farm  and  tilled  his 
fields,  making  a  good  farm  property  as  the 
years  passed  by.  Here  he  reared  his  family 
and  his  last  days  were  spent  in  Romeo.    He 


was  a  successful  farmer  and  financier,  mak- 
ing judicious  investments  of  his  earnings  in 
land  and  as  the  years  passed  he  became  the 
owner  of  large  tracts  of  farm  land.  He  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  typical  and  reliable 
business  men  of  Macomb  county,  and  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1876,  was  the  occa- 
sion of  deep  and  widespread  regret.  He  had 
for  two  years  survived  his  wife,  who  passed 
away  in  1874. 

Mrs.  Brabb  is  the  only  surviving  member 
of  her  father's  family.  Her  girlhood  days 
were  spent  upon  the  old  homestead  farm  and 
she  was  educated  in  Romeo.  Under  her 
mother's  direction  she  became  familiar  with 
the  duties  of  the  household  and  was  thus  well 
equipped  to  care  for  a  home  of  her  own.  In 
1844  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  John 
H.  Brabb,  who  was  a  native  of  Yorkshire, 
England,  born  in  1822.  He  came  to  the  new 
world  with  his  father  when  a  lad  of  ten 
years  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ma- 
comb county.  Following  their  marriage  the 
young  couple  located  upon  a  farm  in  the 
township  of  Bruce  and  Mr.  Brabb  there  de- 
voted his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits 
for  a  number  of  years.  Subsequently  he  es- 
tablished his  home  in  Romeo,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  dealing  in  grain  and  loaning  money. 
He  possessed  keen  business  discernment  and 
excellent  sagacity  and  was  seldom,  if  ever, 
at  fault  in  matters  of  business  judgment. 
He  became  associated  with  the  First  National 
Bank  soon  after  its  organization  and  was  its 
president  until  the  time  of  his  death,  April 
23,  1894.  In  the  bank  he  instituted  a  safe, 
conservative  policy  which  won  public  con- 
fidence and  secured  for  the  institution  a  high 
degree  of  success.  His  business  methods 
were  such  as  would  always  bear  investiga- 
tion and  scrutiny  and  his  business  record 
was  creditable,  winning  him  the  unqualified 
confidence  of  the  general  public.  He  never 
made  engagements  that  he  did  not  keep,  nor 
incurred  obligations  that  he  did  not  meet, 
and  thus  his  name  became  known  as  a  syno- 
nym of  commercial  integrity  and  responsi- 
bility. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brabb  were  the  parents  of 
one  son — M.  I.  Brabb,  who  was  reared  in 
Romeo  from  the  age  of  nine  years  and  pur- 
sued a  course  in  the  high  school  here.  He 
afterward  attended  Eastman's  National 
Business  College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York,  and  when  he  had  completed  his  studies 
at  that  institution  he  returned  home  and  be- 
gan clerking  and  bookkeeping.  He  after- 
ward became  a  director  in  the  First  National 
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Bank  and  on  the  death  of  his  father  was 
elected  president.  This  office  he  has  filled 
continuously  until  the  present  time,  although 
the  institution  was  reorganized  in  May,  1897, 
and  has  since  been  known  as  the  Romeo 
Savings  Bank,  Under  his  direction  this  re- 
liable institution  has  become  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  in  the  county.  He  enjoys  an  en- 
viable reputation  in  banking  circles.  It  is 
true  that  he  entered  upon  a  business  already 
established,  but  in  enlarging  this  he  has  dis- 
played executive  force  and  keen  discrimina- 
tion, which  classes  him  with  the  representa- 
tive financiers  of  Macomb  county.  Romeo 
has  also  profited  by  encouragement  and  aid 
which  he  has  given  to  many  of  her  public 
enterprises  and  he  is  enrolled  among  the 
valuable  and  representative  men.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Burt  &  Brabb  Lumber  Com- 
pany, of  Ford,  Kentucky,  a  thrifty  and  prof- 
itable corporation. 

M.  I.  Brabb  was  married  in  Romeo  to  Miss 
Louise  S.  Collins,  a  native  of  this  county, 
born  and  reared  in  Romeo.  They  have  one 
son — Roy  C,  who  is  now  married  and  resides 
in  Detroit.  M.  I.  Brabb  removed  with  his 
family  to  Detroit  in  1903,  and  is  now  living 
in  that  city.  Early  in  life  he  united  with  the 
order  of  Masonry  and  is  a  member  of  the 
lodge,  chapter,  eommandery,  consistory  and 
shrine. 


MICHAEL  HETZEL  CRISSMAN. 

Deacon  Michael  H.  Crissman,  a  capitalist 
of  Romeo  and  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  state,  has  resided  in  Macomb 
county  since  1833.  Thus  for  seventy-two 
years  he  has  witnessed  the  growth  and  prog- 
ress of  this  portion  of  the  state  and  has  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  events  which  have 
formed  its  history  and  established  its  policy, 
making  it  one  of  the  leading  counties  of  this 
great  commonwealth.  Mr.  Crissman  was 
born  at  Blairstown,  in  Warren  county,  New 
Jersey,  March  21,  1827,  his  parents  being 
Benjamin  and  Mary  (Kern)  Crissman.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Crissman,  wTas  a 
native  of  Germany  and  after  coming  to  Amer- 
ica served  this  country  as  a  soldier  of  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
residents  of  Blairstown,  and  it  was  there  that 
his  son,  Benjamin  Crissman,  was  born  in 
1788.  Having  arrived  at  years  of  maturity 
he  was  married  in  1812  to  Miss  Mary  Kern. 
By  trade  he  was  a  tailor  and  he  carried  on 
business  in  Blairstown  until  after  the  birth  of 


all  their  children.  In  1833  he  arrived  in 
Michigan,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Washington 
township,  Macomb  county,  upon  which  was  a 
little  log  cabin,  while  thirty  acres  of  the  land 
wras  cleared  and  improved.  He  worked  at  his 
trade  for  several  years  and  also  carried  on 
the  work  of  the  farm  and  his  labors  proved 
effective  in  promoting  general  prosperity  and 
upbuilding  here.  He  died  in  May,  1862, 
having  for  several  years  survived  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  in  1853.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children,  all  of  whom  reached 
adult  age,  but  only  two  are  now  living,  the 
brother  being  Amos  Crissman,  of  Romeo. 

Michael  II.  Crissman  of  this  review  spent 
his  boyhood  days  in  the  usual  manner  of  lads 
in  a  frontier  settlement.  He  shared  with  the 
family  in  the  hardships  and  trials  of  pioneer 
life  and  assisted  in  the  arduous  task  of  de- 
veloping a  new  farm.  He  knows  wdiat  it  is 
to  cut  timber  in  the  forest,  to  plow  new  land 
and  to  harvest  crops  with  the  crude  imple- 
ments wiiich  were  then  in  use.  He  contin- 
ued to  reside  writh  his  father  until  his  mar- 
riage, after  which  his  father  resided  with 
him  until  his  death.  His  educational  privi- 
leges afforded  by  the  district  schools  were 
supplemented  by  study  in  the  Oxford  Select 
School,   at  Oxford,   Michigan. 

He  w7as  married  in  Deckertown,  Sussex 
county,  New  Jersey,  November  13,  1855,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Kern,  a  native  of  Warren 
county,  that  state,  and  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Kern,  who  was  also  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey. Following  their  marriage  Mr.  Criss- 
man returned  with  his  bride  to  the  home  farm 
in  Michigan  and  became  the  owner  of  this 
place,  comprising  two  hundred  and  twenty 
t'Cres,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  and 
improve  for  a  long  period.  He  also  bought 
more  land  adjoining  that  tract  and  later  pur- 
chased several  farms  until  he  was  the  owner 
of  three  valuable  farming  properties.  He 
continued  to  operate  his  farm  until  1900, 
but  in  1890  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Romeo, 
purchasing  the  place  in  which  he  now  lives. 
lie  has  been  a  very  successful  farmer  and 
business  man  and  aside  from  agricultural 
interests  he  has  made  considerable  through 
loaning  money.  In  this  way  he  has  also  con- 
tributed to  the  improvement  of  the  county, 
for  he  has  loaned  money  where  it  has  stimu- 
lated industries  and  enterprises  of  the  county. 

In  1901  Mr.  Crissman  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the 
2nd  of  March  of  that  year  and  wras  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Mount  Vernon  cemetery.  By  this 
marriage    there    were   born   ten    children,    of 
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whom  nine  are  living',  namely :  William  Le- 
roy,  a  practicing'  lawyer  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa  ;  Charles  Elmer,  who  owns  and  operates 
the  old  Crissman  farm;  Michael  Hugh,  a 
banker  of  Olin,  Iowa;  Irene  C,  the  wife  of 
Eber  Dennison,  of  Romeo;  Mary  C,  the  wife 
of  Van  W.  Eaton,  owner  of  an  elevator  at 
Romeo;  Ora  C,  the  wife  of  Henry  Morton, 
of  Muskegon,  Michigan;  Loretta  C,  the  wife 
of  W.  N.  Sweney,  county  clerk  at  Bay 
City,  Michigan;  Laura  C,  the  wife  of  Fred 
A.  Eckert,  superintendent  of  the  Northern 
Electrical  Engineering  Works,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan;  Alice  C,  the  wife  of  Lafayette  A. 
Bates,  of  Romeo;  and  Margaret,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Crissman  has  been  a  life- 
long republican  and  he  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Lewis  Cass,  while  his  second 
ballot  was  given  to  John  C.  Fremont,  first 
candidate  of  the  republican  party.  In  Wash- 
ington township  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  but  has  never  been  a  politician  in  the 
sense  of  office  seeking,  lie  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  deacon,  and  he  is  well  known  in  his  locality 
as  Deacon  Crissman.  For  four  years  he  has 
traveled  quite  extensively,  going  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  visiting  Mexico  and 
the  western  states  as  well  as  localities  in  the 
east.  lie  has  thus  gained  a  good  knowledge 
of  his  native  country.  His  business  career 
has  proved  that  success  is  ambition's  answer 
and  it  also  indicates  that  persistent,  earnest 
and  honorable  labor  constitutes  the  key  thai 
unlocks  the  portals  of  prosperity.  He  has  as- 
sisted all  his  children  in  a  financial  way  and 
he  has  also  been  an  advocate  of  public-spirited 
measures  for  the  welfare  of  his  community. 
Having  lived  in  Macomb  county  for  seventy- 
two  years  he  is  very  well  known  within  its 
borders  and  his  mind  bears  the  impress  of  its 
development  and  upbuilding  while  he  has  ever 
taken  just  pride  in  what  has  been  accom- 
plished here. 


TALMADGE  A.  LEE. 

Talmadge  A.  Lee  is  a  well  known  and  pop- 
ular business  man  of  Mount  Clemens,  being 
the  present  manager  of  the  Lee  Printing 
Company,  with  office  at  No.  92  North  Walnut 
street.  This  company  was  established  in 
1894,  and  their  present  modern  and  commo- 
dious printing  house  was  built  in  1896.  Mr. 
Lee  of  this  review  was  born  in  Mount  Clem- 


ens and  was  educated  in  the  city  schools.    In 
early  life  he  learned  the  printer's  trade. 

Walter  T.  Lee,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Lee  Printing  Com- 
pany and  was  formerly  prominently  identified 
with  journalism  in  Macomb  county.  In  1866, 
in  connection  with  Hon.  Edgar  Weeks,  lie 
became  owner  and  publisher  of  The  Monitor, 
which  was  a  republican  paper,  and  in  that 
enterprise  he  met  with  success,  becoming  sole 
proprietor  at  the  end  of  a  year.  Subsequently 
he  sold  out  to  D.  M.  Cooper,  who  in  turn 
sold  to  Mr.  O'Brien,  and  the  latter  was  suc- 
ceeded by  J.  E.  Nellis  &  Son,  who  are  still 
conducting  the  paper.  In  1873  Walter  T.  Lee 
started  the  Mount  Clemens  True  Record, 
which  after  a  brief  existence  was  merged  in- 
to the  Mount  Clemens  Republican,  conducted 
by  W.  N.  Miller  &  Company  for  a  time. 


.MRS.  JOHN  KIEFFER. 

Mrs.  John  Kieffer,  owner  of  the  Park 
Hotel,  whose  business  discernment  and  ex- 
ecutive ability  have  been  manifest  in  her 
judicious  investment  in  hotel  property  in 
Mount  Clemens  and  other  resorts  to  which 
the  traveler,  for  specific  reasons,  makes  his 
way,  is  a  native  of  Germany.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Margretha  Smith,  and 
after  spending;  the  first  ten  years  of  her 
life  in  the  fatherland,  she  came  with  her 
parents  to  the  United  States,  the  family 
home  being  established  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  In 
1856  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  John 
Kieffer,  a  native  of  France,  who  was  born 
in  1827,  and  was  only  two  years  old  when 
his  parents  crossed  the  Atlantic.  For  many 
years  Mr.  Kieffer  was  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  lie 
was  a  man  of  rather  retiring  disposition,  but 
possessed   many  sterling  traits  of  character. 

Mrs.  Kieffer  came  to  Mount  Clemens  with 
her  daughter  in  1887,  seeking  the  benefit  of 
the  baths  which  were  just  then  coming  into 
prominence  because  of  the  medicinal  and 
curative  qualities  of  the  water.  She  recog- 
nized the  splendid  business  opportunities 
here  afforded  and  the  bright  future  in  store 
for  Mount  Clemens,  and  she  at  once  entered 
upon  an  arrangement  for  the  care  of  what 
was  then  the  Central  Park  Hotel,  a  small 
structure  containing  ten  rooms.  Not  long* 
afterward  she  purchased  the  property  and 
thus  laid  the  foundation  for  her  present 
business    interests,    which   have    grown   and 
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developed,  the  present  magnificent  struc- 
ture, the  Park  Hotel  being  the  outcome  of 
her  keen  discernment  and  enterprise.  This 
fine  hostelry  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  dollars, 
exclusive  of  furnishings.  Mrs.  Kieffer  is  a 
woman  of  remarkable  capability,  readily 
recognizing  and  utilizing  a  favorable  busi- 
ness opportunity,  and  she  is  now  interested 
to  the  extent  of  half  ownership  in  the  large 
hotel  at  Aiken,  South  Carolina,  called  The 
Park  in  the  Pines,  which  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
There  she  spends  the  winter  months,  wdiile 
in  the  summer  season  she  has  charge  of  the 
Mount  Clemens  Hotel. 

By  her  marriage  Mrs.  Kieffer  became  the 
mother  of  four  children,  of  whom  two  are 
now  living:  Mrs.  Julia  C.  McArthur,  the 
widow  of  Benjamin  R.  McArthur;  and 
George  Kieffer.  Her  husband  died  in  Mount 
Clemens  and  his  remains  were  interred  in 
the  cemetery  here. 

Mrs.  Kieffer,  through  her  capability  and 
business  capacity,  has  contributed  to  the 
improvement  of  this  city  in  a  substantial 
measure,  and  in  the  social  circles  of  Mount 
Clemens  she  is  well  known,  having  many 
friends  here. 

FRANK  I.'  SCHOONOVER. 

Frank  I.  Schoonover,  who  is  serving  as 
township  clerk  and  is  also  operating  his  farm 
on  section  6,  Sterling  township,  was  born  May 
9,  1879,  his  parents  being  Alfred  and  Lydia 
Jane  (Lovell)  Schoonover.  The  father  was 
the  son  of  Cyrus  Schoonover  who  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Macomb  county.  Alfred 
Schoonover  made  his  home  within  one-half 
mile  of  the  farm  on  which  Frank  I.  Schoon- 
over now  resides  and  there  his  mother  lived 
and  his  wife  is  still  occupying  that  place. 
This  land  was  taken  up  by  Colonel  John 
Wood,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812  and  who 
settled  on  section  8,  Sterling  township,  and 
there  Alfred  Schoonover  developed  and  im- 
proved a  farm  which  he  cultivated  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  upon  which  his  widow  still 
resides.  In  their  family  were  three  sons  and 
a  daughter,  namely:  Frank  I.;  Lima,  who 
married  Jesse  King  and  with  their  one  child 
resides  in  Sterling  township;  Carl  E.,  who  is 
living  with  his  mother;  and  Clyde,  who  is 
employed  in  the  Kalamazoo  Carriage  Factory 
in   Kalamazoo,   .Michigan. 

Frank  I.  Schoonover  having  mastered  the 
branches   of   learning;  taught   in   the   district 


schools  afterward  entered  the  high  school  at 
Utica  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 
of  1898.  lie  began  farming  on  his  mother's 
place  and  has  always  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits.  lie  now  has  eighty  acres  of  good 
and  well  improved  land,  carrying  on  general 
farming  and  dairying.  He  makes  a  specialty 
of  the  raising  of  sugar  beets,  which  he  finds 
is  a  profitable  industry.  He  keeps  on  hand 
a  large  number  of  cows  of  a  good  grade  for 
dairy  purposes  and  he  is  a  director  in  the 
Utica  Creamery  Company  which  has  been  in 
existence  for  three  years.  Practical  experi- 
ence and  investigation  have  made  him  thor- 
oughly informed  concerning  modern  agricul- 
tural methods  and  his  labors  have  been  so 
carefully  directed  that  his  efforts  have  been 
crowned  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1901,  Mr.  Schoon- 
over was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Etta 
Cromie,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Eliza  (Mc- 
Koberts)  Cromie,  both  of  whom  are  of  Irish 
descent.  The  father  was  born  in  Ireland  and 
became  a  resident  of  Sterling  township,  Ala- 
comb  county,  Michigan,  where  he  has  since 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  Mis  wife 
is  a  native  of  Detroit  but  came  of  Irish  an- 
cestry. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schoonover  have  one 
son,  Harold  Alfred,  who  was  born  April  17. 
1903. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schoonover  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  church  of  Utica.  He 
is  the  present  township  clerk  of  Sterling  town- 
ship, which  office  he  has  filled  for  two  years, 
having  been  elected  to  the  position  on  the  re- 
publican ticket,  lie  is  also  a  policy  holder 
in  the  Massachusetts  Mutual.  Insurance  Com- 
pany. In  all  matters  of  public  welfare  he  is 
deeply  interested  and  may  be  counted  upon  as 
a  champion  of  any  measure  instituted  for  the 
general  good.  He  is  a  young  man  who  has 
already  won  creditable  success  and  in  the 
future  he  will  undoubtedly  gain  added  pros- 
perity because  in  his  business  career  he  mani- 
fests the  basis  of  all  financial  growth — inde- 
fatigable energy. 


WILLIAM  J.  DALEY. 

Although  nature  supplied  Mount  Clemens 
with  mineral  waters  whose  medicinal  proper- 
ties have  become  famed  throughout  the  world, 
this  was  not  all  that  was  necessary  to  make 
this  city  a  health  resort.  It  has  required  men 
of  marked  force,  keen  discernment  and  man- 
ifest executive  ability  to  utilize  the  resources 
that  nature  has  supplied  and  also  to  provide 
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accommodations  for  the  vast  number  of  vis- 
itors that  now  annually  flock  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens to  benefit  by  its  healing  waters.  Among 
this  class  of  citizens  is  numbered  William  J. 
Daley,  manager  of  the  Medea  Baths.  He  is 
a  native  son  of  this  county,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Macomb  township,  November  4, 
1845,  his  parents  being  Edward  and  Sarah 
(Conklin)  Daley.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
the  city  of  Cork,  Ireland,  while  the  mother's 
birth  occurred  in  the  state  of  New  York.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Daley,  fled  from 
Ireland  on  account  of  religious  persecution 
and  came  to  America  with  his  family,  includ- 
ing Edward  Daley.  Taking  up  his  abode  in 
Macomb  county,  Michigan,  he  contracted  to 
build  certain  portions  of  government  road 
from  Detroit  to  Port  Huron  and  was  closely 
associated  with  the  early  development  and 
progress  of  this  portion  of  the  state.  His 
son,  Edward  Daley,  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  became  a  resident  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty in  1828,  the  family  home  being  established 
about  two  miles  below  Mount  Clemens  on  the 
Gratiot  road.  Here  he  was  reared  amid  the 
wild  scenes  of  frontier  life  and  as  he  grew 
in  years  and  strength  he  assisted  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  home  farm  and  later  he 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  ac- 
count, lie  died  in  1878  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sarah  Conklin,  died  in  1859.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Aaron  Conklin,  also  a  native  of 
the  state  of  New  York.  He  located  in  Ma- 
comb township,  this  county,  in  the  '20s,  hav- 
ing come  by  wagon  to  the  west.  He  hewed 
out  a  farm  in  the  midst  of  the  forests  and 
reared  a  large  family  here.  His  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Susan  Hall  and  belonged 
to  the  well  known  Hall  family  of  Michigan. 
William  J.  Daley  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  Mount  Clemens  for  the  early  edu- 
cational privileges  he  enjoyed.  He  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  when,  in  1863,  he  en- 
tered the  United  States  Navy,  serving  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  being  stationed  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  on  a  Mississippi 
river  boat.  Following  the  close  of  hostilities 
he  returned  to  his  home  and  entered  upon 
his  business  career  as  clerk  in  the  store  of 
Traver,  Van  Eps  &  Company.  He  was  thus 
employed  until  1871,  when  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  hardware  business,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Robertson  &  Daley,  from 
1871  until  1881,  when  he  sold  out  to  the 
firm  of  Crittenden  &  Posner.  He  then  began 
building  steam  barges  in  Mount  Clemens  and 
thus  continued   for  two   years   as   an   active 


factor  in  the  construction  of  vessels,  while 
financially  he  was  interested  in  the  business 
until  1890,  when  he  sold  out. 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1881,  Mr.  Daley  organized  the  Mount  Clem- 
ens Bath  Company,  of  which  he  was  made 
president  and  manager.  Others  in  this  or- 
ganization were  Charles  Nimms,  Charles  Par- 
sons, Thomas  Fitzgerald  and  Spencer  B.  Rus- 
sell. They  organized  with  a  small  capital  of 
sixteen  thousand  dollars.  -In  1890  they  built 
the  present  Medea  Bathhouse,  which  was 
ready  for  occupancy  in  October,  1891.  In 
March,  1903,  they  began  the  erection  of  the 
Medea  Hotel,  which  was  completed  and  occu- 
pied on  the  6th  of  June,  1904.  The  hotel  and 
bathhouse  are  conducted  under  the  name  of 
the  Mount  Clemens  Bath  Company,  of  which 
William  J.  Daley  is  president  and  manager; 
S.  B.  Russell,  secretary ;  and  Paul  J.  Ull- 
rich, treasurer.  Other  stockholders  are 
Leslie  Ullrich  and  Marie  II.  Russell.  The 
present  capitalization  is  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand'  dollars.  Mr.  Daley  resigned  a*s 
manager  in  1893,  but  returned  to  the  position 
in  1897  and  has  since  acted  in  that  capacity 
and  as  president  of  the  company  as  well.  The 
new  Medea  Hotel  is  the  realization  of  a  long 
cherished  hope  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Bath 
Company.  It  is  designed  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  a  large  and  exclusive  class  of  vis- 
itors who  desire  a  thoroughly  modern  and 
roomy  house  with  an  attractive  central  loca- 
tion. In  this  respect  the  Medea  is  without 
a  rival.  The  constructive  finishings  of  the 
interior  of  the  structure  accord  throughout 
with  its  massive  and  picturesque  exterior.  The 
Medea  building  is  in  every  respect  modern, 
is  constructed  of  brick,  stone  and  steel  and 
is  practically  fire-proof.  The  ten  massive 
arches  forming  the  first  story  of  the  Gratiot 
street  frontage  are  of  Lake  Superior  red  sand- 
stone, and  enclose  an  arcade  porch  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  feet  in  length  by  sixteen  feet 
in  width.  The  same  stone  is  used  with  red 
pressed  brick  in  carrying  up  the  entire  front 
of  the  building,  giving  a  rich  and  massive  ef- 
fect. It  is  located  at  the  intersection  of  the 
two  principal  avenues  of  the  city,  and  over- 
looking Court  square  on  the  one  side  and  the 
Clinton  river  on  the  other.  The  Medea  water 
is  strongly  impregnated  with  salt  and  sulphur, 
standing  first  among  the  noted  saline-sulphur 
springs  of  the  world.  In  calcic  and  magnesia 
chlorides  it  is  remarkably  rich,  possessing  over 
four  hundred  per  cent  more  of  these  health- 
giving  properties  than  any  other  waters.  The 
presence     of     these     acknowledged    remedial 
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agents  to  such  an  unusual  extent  renders  the 
Medea  baths  exceptionally  valuable  in  the 
treatment  of  rheumatism  and  skin  diseases. 
A  comparative  view  of  the  scientific  analysis 
of  the  numerous  health  waters  of  this  country 
and  Europe  shows  the  Medea  to  contain  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  the  chlorides,  with 
the  single  exception  of  sodic  (common  salt) 
and  about  twenty-five  per  cent  more  iron  and 
bromine  than  any  co-existing  water,  and  the 
very  absence  of  the  excess  of  salt  in  the  corn- 
In  nation  is  accepted  by  those  best  acquainted 
with  the  water  as  one  of  its  many  elements 
of  superiority.  The  business  and  managerial 
offices  of  the  bathhouse  are  directly  off  the 
hotel  lobby  and  form  a  continuous  promenade 
of  several  hundred  feet.  The  bathing  depart- 
ments are  separated  from  the  general  waiting 
rooms,  parlors,  and  cooling  rooms  by  a  trans- 
verse hall,  and  contain  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bathrooms  with  a  daily  capacity  of  over  fif- 
teen hundred  baths.  The  Medea  is  the  only 
establishment  in  the  city  that  offers  the  great 
advantage  of  duplicate  rooms.  For  each  bath- 
room there  are  dressing  and  cooling  rooms 
where  patients  are  afforded  privacy  and  where 
an  undisturbed  and  refreshing  rest  after 
bathing  may  be  enjoyed.  The  bathhouse  is 
situated  in  a  particularly  pleasant  *  n.l  other- 
wise advantageous  part  of  the  city.  It  is 
near  to  the  business  center  and  all  leading 
places  of  public  interest,  At  hand  are  nu- 
merous hotels  and  boarding  houses,  and  street 
car  lines  pass  the  door.  •  The  patient  is  af- 
forded every  convenience  that  such  a  location 
suggests.  In  connection  with  his  duties  as 
manager  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Bath  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Daley  is  also  a  member  of  the  board 
of  managers  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Casket 
Company. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1891,  Mr.  Daley 
was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Blanch  Johnson, 
a  daughter  of  Robert  F.  and  Mildred  (Tandy) 
Johnson  of  Lexington,  Kentucky.  In  his  po- 
litical views  Mr.  Daley  is  a  democrat,  inter- 
ested in  the  questions  and  growth  of  his  party, 
and  in  1888  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Mount 
Clemens.  He  gave  to  the  city  a  practical  and 
progressive  administration  and  retired  from 
office  with  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all, 
after  declining  renomination.  He  was  also 
appointed  the  first  police  commissioner  of  the 
city.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  pub- 
lic works  for  i\ve  years  and  he  is  a  member 
of  IT.  D.  Terry  Post,  No.  16,  G.  A.  R. ;  Mount 
Clemens  Lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. ;  the 
Chapter  and  Council  in  Masonry,  and  the  In- 
dependent  Order   of   Odd   Fellows.     He  has 


ever  been  a  busy  worker,  yet  is  never  neg- 
lectful of  the  courtesies  of  life,  being  a  gen- 
tleman of  pleasing  address  and  affable  man- 
ner. As  the  organizer  of  the  Medea  baths 
and  connecting  hotel  property  he  has  contrib- 
uted in  large  measure  to  the  growth  and  up- 
building of  the  city. 


HIRAM  VOSBURG. 

Hiram  Vosburg,  who  is  interested  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  21,  Shelby  township, 
was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  De- 
cember 16,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Harmon  and 
Charity  (Owen)  Vosburg.  The  father  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  state  and  was 
of  German  lineage.  He,  too,  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming  and  in  1852  he  removed 
to  Lapeer  county,  Michigan,  being  accompa- 
nied by  his  wife  and  three  children,  Hiram, 
Charles  and  Wesley.  Charles,  a  painter  and 
farmer,  now  living  in  Brown  City,  Michigan. 
is  married  and  has  three  children.  Wesley, 
a  painter  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is  also  married 
and  has  a  family.  One  son,  George,  was 
born  after  the  arrival  of  the  parents  in  Mich- 
igan, but  died  in  infancy.  Harmon  Vosburg 
purchased  land  near  the  city  of  Lapeer,  hav- 
ing one  hundred  and  eleven  acres  upon  which 
the  family  home  was  established.  Later,  how- 
ever, he  sold  that  property  and  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  at  Da- 
visburg.  After  disposing  of  the  latter  tract 
he  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  in  Shelby  township,  Macomb 
county,  on  which  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1886,  when  he  was  sixty-one 
years  of  age,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
1825.  His  widow  survived  him,  having  died 
in  April,  1905,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
three  years. 

Hiram  Vosburg  pursued  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  New  York  and  of  Lapeer  coun- 
ty, Michigan.  In  early  life  he  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  for  ten  dollars  per  month  and  was 
employed  in  that  way  until  he  had  saved 
enough  to  begin  farming  on  his  own  account. 
He  started  out  as  an  agriculturist  with  only 
eight  acres  of  land.  He  afterward  bought 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  of  improved 
land  and  later  sold  that  tract  and  purchased 
the  interest  of  the  heirs  in  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  now  has  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  good  land.  Here  he  has  lived  for 
many  years  and  has  placed  his  farm  under 
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a  high  state  of  cultivation,  equipping  it  with 
all  modern  improvements. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1870,  Mr.  Vosburg 
was  married  to  Miss  Mollie  Mattoon,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  and  Katherine  (Wells)  Mat- 
toon.  Her  father  was  born  near  Saratoga 
Springs,  New7  York,  in  1775,  and  died  in  1885, 
at  the  very  advanced  age  of  one  hundred 
and  ten  years,  the  oldest  man  in  Michigan. 
He  was  of  Scotch  descent,  was  reared  as  a 
farmer  and  served  as  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812.  He  came  to  his  Michigan  home  by  way 
of  a  path  indicated  by  blazed  trees.  There 
was  at  that  time  no  city  where  Detroit  now 
stands,  the  only  building  being  the  old  fort 
which  was  in  the  midst  of  the  bulrushes. 
From  that  point  he  proceeded  by  way  of 
the  trail  to  Macomb  county,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  within  its  borders,  lie  se- 
cured land  from  the  government  where*  the 
town  of  Romeo  has  since  been  built,  but 
lived  there  for  only  three1  or  four  years,  when 
he  removed  to  Attica,  Lapeer  county,  where 
he  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land  that 
is  now  owned  by  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Hiram 
Vosburg.  Upon  that  'place  the  father  died, 
having  for  many  years  carried  on  farming 
there.  Many  times  he  went  to  mill  on  foot, 
covering  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  each  way. 
There  were  many  Indians  and  French  living 
in  this  part  of  the  country  and  the  neigh- 
borhood was  almost  a  wilderness,  giving  little 
evidence  of  the  development  and  progress 
which  it  has  since  made.  In  the  Mattoon 
family  were  the  following :  Andrew,  who 
died  in  California  in  the  early  mining  days; 
Orrin,  now  deceased,  who  was  married  and 
had  a  family;  Betsy,  who  was  married  and 
had  six  children;  David,  who  lives  on  the  old 
farm  in  Lapeer  county  and  is  married  and 
has  four  children;  Christopher,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Tenth  Michigan  Volunteer  In- 
fantry and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chick- 
amauga,  leaving  a  widow;  Richard,  who  was 
in  the  Fourth  Michigan  Volunteer  Cavalry 
and  died  in  a  hospital  in  Tennessee;  Electa, 
now  deceased,  who  was  married  and  had  four 
children;  Alice,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years;  Mary  Jane,  who  was  married 
and  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ;  Leah 
and  Linda,  twins,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Charles,  who  also  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vosburg  became  the  parents 
of  one  son,  Ward  L.,  born  July  16,  1880.  He 
married  Miss  Iva  Bain  and  they  have  a  son, 
Harry,  born  October  17,  1904.  Ward  L.  Vos- 
burg was  formerly  a  motorman  in  Detroit, 
Michigan,  and  is  now  foreman  at  the  gravel 


pit  in  Utica.  He  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
high  school  of  Lapeer, 

Mr.  Vosburg  has  always  been  a  stanch  re- 
publican since  casting  his  first  presidential 
ballot,  but  while  he  keeps  well  informed  on 
the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day  he  has 
never  sought  or  desired  office,  preferring  to 
give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business 
affairs. 


BENJAMIN  PAINE. 

Benjamin  Paine,  living  on  section  32,  Ray 
township,  follows  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  having  seventy-five  acres  of  land  in 
the  home  place  and  forty  acres  on  section  29. 
lie  was  born  on  what  is  known  as  the  old 
Paine  homestead,  July  13,  1836,  and  is  a  son 
of  Thomas  Paine,  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
was  reared  there  and  in  early  manhood 
wedded  Elizabeth  McGregor,  also  a  native  of 
New  York.  About  1832  he  removed  to  the 
west,  settling  in  the  town  of  Ray,  Macomb 
county,  Michigan.  He  entered  one  hundred 
ana  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  29  and  cut 
the  first  stick  of  timber  there,  continuing  the 
work  of  clearing  away  the  forest  trees  and  the 
brush  until  he  had  prepared  the  fields  for  cul- 
tivation and  had  planted,  cultivated,  and  in 
due  course  of  time,  reaped  abundant  harvests 
therefrom.  His  first  home  was  a  log  house, 
in  which  he  lived  for  a  few  years,  lie  later 
rebuilt  the  log  house  upon  his  place  and  con- 
tinued his  farming  operations  there  for  some 
time  but  subsequently  sold  that  property  and 
removed  to  section  30  in  the  same  township, 
where  he  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  upon 
which  he  spent  his  last  days.  His  wife  died 
three  years  previous.  In  their  family  were 
five  sons  and  two  daughters  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  son,  all  are  yet  living. 

Benjamin  Paine  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  this  county  and  is  indebted 
to  the  district  schools  for  the  educational  priv- 
ileges he  enjoyed.  In  early  life  he  worked 
by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  at  different 
times  and  after  reaching  man's  estate  learned 
the  mason's  trade  and  engaged  in  laying  stone 
and  brick  and  also  in  plastering,  following 
those  pursuits  for  ten  years.  In  1885  he  was 
married  in  Ray  township  to  Miss  Jennie  Gar- 
vin, a  native  of  this  township  and  a  daughter 
of  George  W.  Garvin,  who  was  also  born  in 
Macomb  county.  The  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  which  is 
still  their  home.      Mr.   Paine  had  previously 
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erected  a  house  and  barn  and  had  a  nice  place 
thus  prepared  for  his  bride.  He  worked  at 
his  trade  to  some  extent,  doing  odd  jobs  for 
his  neighbors,  but  his  labor  was  largely  de- 
voted to  clearing  and  improving  the  farm. 
lie  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs 
in  the  old  home  place  and  he  also  secured 
forty  acres  across  the  road  on  section  29,  Ray 
township.  He  has  cleared  about  twenty  acres 
of  this  and  in  connection  with  his  general 
farming  pursuits  he  raises  high  grade  stock, 
making  a  specialty  of  Jersey  cattle.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  creamery  association  of 
Davis  and  furnishes  milk  for  that  creamery. 
He  owns  a  pure  blooded  male  at  the  head  of 
his  Jersey  herd  and  has  some  very  fine  speci- 
mens of  that  breed  of  cattle. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paine  have  been  born 
two  children,  the  elder  being  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  Frank  R.  Yax,  a  farmer,  of  Ray  town- 
ship, while  Seba  James  is  attending  school  at 
Davis.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  of  that  town  and  Mr. 
Paine  belongs  to  the  Grange  at  Davis.  He 
votes  with  the  republican  party,  his  first  presi- 
dential ballot  being  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  1860.  He  believes  in  good  schools,  sub- 
stantial improvements  and  in  the  promotion  of 
all  means  for  general  progress  and  advance- 
ment. He  served  for  six  years  as  chairman  of 
the  school  board  but  otherwise  has  never 
sought  nor  desired  public  office.  He  has  spent 
his  entire  life,  covering  sixty-nine  years,  in 
this  county  and  has  therefore  witnessed  the 
greater  part  of  its  growth  and  development, 
noting  the  changes  that  have  been  made  and 
bearing  his  full  share  in  the  work  of  improve- 
ment. 


EDWIN  R.  EGNEW. 

A  little  thoughtful  consideration  of  the  ca- 
reer of  Edwin  R.  Egnew,  the  manager  of 
the  Colonial  Hotel,  brings  to  notice  the  fact 
that  he  has  in  most  of  his  business  opera- 
tions displayed  the  qualities  that  characterize 
the  pioneer.  He  has  sought  out  new  plans, 
evolved  new  methods  to  favor  his  projects, 
and  after  these  have  been  put  in  successful 
execution  he  has  sought  out  still  others,  and 
after  those  others,  and  his  wise  selection  has 
been  proven  by  the  success  which  attends  his 
labors.  Not  only  is  he  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  hotel  men  in  the 
west,  but  he  is  one  of  the  best  all-around  hotel 
men  "to  the  manner  born77  and  experienced 
in  the  best  houses  in  the  country,  with  a  com- 


prehensive grasp  on  the  hotel  business  and  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  details  of  good 
hotel  keeping. 

Mr.  Egnew  is  a  native  of  Butler,  Indiana, 
born  March  4,  1841,  and  is  descended  from 
New  England  ancestry.  His  paternal  grand- 
father spent  his  early  life  at  Painted  Post, 
New  York,  and  about  1814  removed  to  Mon- 
roe, Michigan,  being  there  at  the  time  of  the 
Indian  massacre.  He  made  his  escape  by 
row  boat  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  then  walked 
to  Massinia,  Ohio,  but  the  weather  was  so 
severe  that  both  his  legs  were  frozen  and  had 
to  be  amputated.  He  was  taken  to  Toledo, 
Ohio,  but  afterward  returned  to  Massinia, 
where  he  died.  His  wife  was  also  rescued 
and  taken  to  Ohio.  She  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-four  years.  Their  son,  George 
Egnew,  was  born  in  Monroe,  Michigan,  in 
1811,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  which  he  followed  for  many 
years.  He  married  Miss  Alice  Harding,  who 
was  born  in  Indiana  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  Harding,  who  emigrated  westward 
from  Connecticut,  spending  much  of  his  life 
in  Lima,  Indiana,  in  which  locality  he  was 
extensively  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  very 
prominent  in  his  county  and  took  an  active 
and  helpful  part  in  its  early  development, 
lie  was  noted  as  a  sportsman,  displaying 
great  skill  with  the  rod  and  gun.  He  passed 
away  a  number  of  years  ago  and  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Alice  Harding,  died  in  Indiana  in  1858. 
Their  daughter  Alice  became  the  wife  of 
George    Egnew    and    her    death    occurred    in 

1861,  when  she  was  fifty-six  years  of  age, 
while  Mr.  Egnew  departed  this  life  in  1882. 

Edwin  R.  Egnew  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  at  Newville,  Indiana,  in  the  high 
school  of  that  town  and  in  the  high  school  at 
Waterloo,  Indiana.  He  entered  the  last  named 
institution  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  and 
there  completed  his  course,  being  graduated 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Subsequently  he 
attended  Duff's  Commercial  College,  at  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  and  was  graduated  in 
bookkeeping  and  the  commercial  branches  in 

1862.  He  was  then  retained  in  that  institution 
as  an  instructor  in  the  penmanship  depart- 
ment for  nine  months,  when  Professor  Pollock 
of  the  Lancaster  (Pennsylvania)  Mercantile 
College  wrote  to  Professor  Duff  for  a  compe- 
tent superintendent  and  Mr.  Egnew  was  rec- 
ommended. He  accepted  the  position,  which 
he  filled  in  a  capable  manner  for  eighteen 
months,  when  he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid 
fever.  In  September  following,  having  suffi- 
ciently recovered  his  health  to  travel,  he  went 
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to  his  home,  and  the  next  summer  went  to 
Mackinaw,  Michigan,  and  was  a  guest  at  the 
Mackinaw  House.  Much  to  his  surprise  he 
was  chosen  as  a  suitable  man  to  take  charge1 
of  this  hotel  and  a  few  days  after  his  arrival 
became  its  proprietor,  entering  upon  the  du- 
ties of  the  position  on  the  10th  of  July  and 
conducted  the  hotel  until  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son, on  the  5th  of  September,  lie  not  only 
realized  a  good  profit  on  his  labor,  but  also 
recovered  his  health  during  that  period,  in 
the  fall  he  went  to  Detroit,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  until  1866,  and  then 
returned  to  Mackinaw,  where  he  leased  the 
John  Jacob  Astor  House  and  conducted  it  for 
a  season.  When  fall  again  came  he  returned 
to  Detroit  and  accepted  a  position  as  entry 
clerk  with  the  firm  of  Allen  Sheldon  &  Com- 
pany, acting  in  that  capacity  until  May  1, 
1871.  He  then  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Domestic  Sewing  Machine  Company,  at  De- 
troit, and  continued  there  until  1878,  when 
he  accepted  a  position  with  the  American 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  at  Philadelphia, 
as  manager  for  the  states  of  Indiana,  Ohio 
and  Kentucky,  with  office  at  Cincinnati.  He 
acted  in  that  capacity  for  two  years  and  then 
returned  to  the  hotel  business  as  proprietor  of 
the  Saint  Charles  Hotel,  at  Cairo,  Illinois. 
This  proved  a  successful  venture  and  he  con- 
ducted the  hotel  for  two  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  also  bought  the  Planters ?  Hotel,  at 
Cairo,  and  also  carried  on  business  there  for 
a  year,  or  until  the  yellowr  fever  infested  the 
city  and  some  cases  broke  out  among  his 
guests  at  the  hotel.  Mr.  Egnew  then  returned 
to  Detroit,  but  afterward  again  went  to  Cairo, 
where  he  closed  the  St.  Charles  Hotel,  when1 
the  fever  had  been,  but  continued  the  Plant- 
ers Hotel  for  fifteen  months.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  sold  his  interest  and 
removed  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  becoming 
proprietor  of  the  Occidental  Hotel,  which  he 
conducted  until  1880.  He  then  sold  out  and 
afterward  leased  the  Remey  Hotel,  at  Indian- 
apolis, renaming  it  the  Brunswick  after  re- 
fitting and  refurnishing  it  in  fine  shape.  He 
opened  this  for  business  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1880,  and  afterward  sold  out  to  Swarts  Broth- 
ers. He  then  returned  to  Detroit  as  proprietor 
of  the  Brunswick  Hotel,  which  he  opened  May 
1st.  Both  hotel  ventures  in  Indiana  had 
netted  him  a  good  financial  return. 

On  the  3rd  of  May,  1881,  however,  Mr. 
Egnew  had  been  stricken  with  rheumatism 
and  ill  health  made  it  necessary  for  him  to 
dispose  of  his  hotel.  The  efficacy  of  the  Mount 
Clemens  mineral  waters  had  become  known  to 


him,  ho  he  sent  his  porter  to  this  city  for  a 
small  quantity  of  the  water,  which  he  used 
with  favorable  results.  He  at  once  arranged 
to  be  brought  to  this  place  and  made  the  trip 
on  a  stretcher.  When  he  arrived  at  the  Avery 
House  he  was  thought  to  be  more  dead  than 
alive.  However,  he  was  given  baths  at  the 
original  bathhouse  under  the  supervision  of 
Dorr  Kellogg,  one  of  the  early  discoverers 
of  the  medicinal  efficacy  of  the  waters  here. 
After  he  had  taken  fifteen  baths  the  pain 
and  torture  had  left  him  and  he  was  able*  to 
go  about  on  crutches,  and  when  he  con- 
tinued the  treatment  for  a  short  time  lie  was 
entirely  cured.  On  the  15th  of  January,  1884. 
he  took  charge  of  the  Avery  Hotel  and  the 
Original  Spring  Bathhouse,  retaining  his 
connection  with  the  latter  until  July,  1887, 
and  with  the  Avery  until  the  fall  of  1894. 
He  afterward  conducted  the  Egnew  until 
November  5,  1898,  at  which  time  he  came  to 
the  Colonial,  engaging  in  no  business  until 
March  1,  1900.  He  then  became  manager  of 
the  new  company  owning  the  original  bath- 
house and  hotel  and  thus  served  until  July 
15,  1901,  when  he  became  manager  of  the 
Colonial,  which  position  he  has  since  filled. 

The  Colonial  is  one  of  the  finest  of  the 
new  hotels  of  this  place.  Mr.  Egnew  is  one 
of  the  practical  hotel  men  of  the1  country, 
thoroughly  understanding  his  business  and 
always  evolving  new  methods  which  tend  to 
promote  the  comfort  of  his  guests  and  the 
popularity  of  his  hotel. 

On  the*  10th  of  February,  1901,  Mr.  Egnew 
was  married  to  Miss  Ella  M.  Morgan  of 
Mount  Clemens.  He  is  a  man  of  genuine 
worth  and  value  as  a  citizen,  always  inter- 
ested in  everything  pertaining  to  progress 
and  improvement.  Since  starting  out  in  life 
for  himself  he  has  made  continued  advance- 
ment in  his  business  career. 


THOMAS  ELDRED. 

Thomas  Eld  red  was  for  years  numbered 
with  the  thrifty  and  frugal  farmers  of  Bruce 
township,  where  he  yet  owns  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres.  He  is  now  living  retired  in 
Romeo  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of 
his  former  toil.  His  residence  in  the  county 
dates  from  1840.  He  was  at  that  time  twelve 
years  of  age,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Otsego  county,  New  York,  in  1828.  His 
father,  Thomas  Eldred,  Sr.,  was  also  a  native 
of  the  Empire  state  and  was  there  reared  and 
married.     In   1840  he   removed   westward  to 
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Michigan,  locating  in  Macomb  county,  where 
he  purchased  government  land  and  cleared 
and  developed  a  farm,  continuing  his  resi- 
dence thereon  until  his  life's  labors  were 
ended  in  death. 

It  was  upon  this  old  homestead  place  that 
Thomas  Eldred  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth.  When  a  lad  he  knew  what  hard 
labor  meant,  for  he  assisted  his  father  in 
clearing  and  improving  the  farm.  He  saw 
no  reason  to  change  his  occupation  after  he 
had  reached  adult  age,  for  farming  was  con- 
genial to  him,  and  he  bought  a  small  tract 
of  land  of  twenty-five  acres,  which  he  began 
to  improve  for  his  own  benefit.  As  a  com- 
panion and  helpmate  for  life's  journey  Ik? 
chose  Miss  Anna  MeCafferty,  a  sister  of  John 
MeCafferty,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  He  now  had  further  reasons  to 
apply  himself  closely  to  his  work  and  make 
his  labors  count  for  the  most  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  a  competence,  lie  at  once  began  to 
clear  the  farm  and  erect  buildings,  and  when 
his  crops  brought  him  added  capital  he  pur- 
chased more  land  from  time  to  time  and  in 
the  course  of  years  became  the  possessor  of 
a  valuable  farm,  the  splendid  appearance  of 
which  was  an  indication  of  his  careful  super- 
vision and  practical,  progressive  methods. 
lie  planted  an  orchard,  built  fences,  tilled 
the  fields  and  raised  good  grades  of  stock. 
After  some  years  he  erected  a  neat  frame 
residence,  added  three  good  barns  and  other 
outbuildings,  and  to-day  has  a  splendidly  im- 
proved farm  property  upon  which  he  lived 
for  fifty-four  years,  removing  in  May,  1899, 
to  Romeo,  Avhere  he  bought  a  residence  that 
he  has  since  occupied,  while  living  a  retired 
life. 

Mr.  Eldred  lost  his  wife  in  1895.  They 
were  parents  of  the  following  children:  Na- 
than, a  farmer  of  Aim  on  t  township ;  James, 
who  is  proprietor  of  a  hotel  in  Oakland 
county;  John,  a  farmer  of  Macomb  county; 
George,  who  resides  with  his  father;  Leonard, 
a  resident  farmer  of  Romeo;  Roxanna,  the 
wife  of  Emery  Gould,  a  farmer  living  in 
Romeo;  Ph(ebe,  the  wife  of  George  Gould, 
who  follows  farming  in  Bruce  township; 
and  Mary  Ann,  the  wife  of  Frank  Shoe- 
maker, a  farmer  of  Washington  township. 
There  were  also  two  children  who  passed 
away:  Phcebe,  at  the  age  of  three  years;  and 
Thomas,  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

Mr.  Eldred  exercises  his  right  of  franchise 
in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  Jaek- 
sonian  democracy  and  has  served  as  commis- 
sioner   of   hiidiwavs.      He   has    seen    Macomb 


county  transformed  from  a  wilderness  and 
swamp  into  a  splendidly  improved  section 
of  the  state  and  at  all  times  has  endorsed 
and  co-operated  in  the  progressive  measures 
which  have  benefited  his  locality.  He  de- 
serves the  credit  and  praise  due  to  the  self- 
made  man,  for  he  started  out  in  life  empty- 
handed,  working  his  way  upward  through 
unfaltering  energy  and  unremitting  persever- 
ance. Many  there  are  who  might  well  follow 
his  example  and  gain  the  success  that  comes 
through  honorable1,   persistent   labor. 


TRUMAN  GASS. 

Truman  Gass,  living  on  section  28,  Ray 
township,  was  born  August  8,  1844,  in  Ma- 
comb county  and  was  reared  here  by  his  uncle 
Nelson  Gass  upon  a  farm  in  the  township 
where  he  yet  resides.  No  event  of  special  im- 
portance occurred  to  vary  the  routine  of  farm 
life  for  him  in  his  youth.  He  attended  the 
common  schools,  and  when  not  engaged  with 
his  text-books  worked  in  the  fields.  He  is 
largely  a  self-educated  as  well  as  a  self-made 
man  and  his  force  of  character,  laudable  am- 
bition and  untiring  energy  have  been  salient 
features  in  winning  him  success.  At  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war,  his  patriotic  spirit  being 
aroused  at  the  continued  attempts  of  the 
south  to  overthrow  the  Union,  he  enlisted  in 
1864  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Thirtieth 
Michigan  Infantry,  being  at  that  time  about 
twenty  years  of  age.  He  was  not  called  from 
the  state,  however-,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  in  June,  1865,  was  honorably  discharged. 
Mr.  Gass  remained  with  his  uncle  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1869.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  this  county,  in  1868,  to  Miss  Sarah 
J.  Gass,  a  daughter  of  John  Gass,  also  an 
early  settler  of  the  country.  Following  his 
marriage  he  engaged  in  cultivating  the  Gass 
farm  for  two  years  and  then  located  where 
he  now  resides,  beginning  the  further  devel- 
opment and  improvement  of  this  tract  of 
land.  He  now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  constituting  a  valuable  farm  well 
equipped  with  modern  conveniences  and  ac- 
cessories. He  has  erected  a  good  residence 
and  also  built  outbuildings,  has  planted  an 
orchard  and  has  made  other  improvements 
which  indicate  that  his  ideas  are  in  keeping 
with  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  times. 
Farming  and  stock-raising  claim  his  atten- 
tion and  he  is  also  interested  in  dairying. 
Realizing  that  labor  is  the  basis  of  all  pros- 
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perity,  he  has  been  persistent  in  his  work 
and  his  reliability  and  energy  are  pronounced. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gass  have  been  born 
three  children :  Nelson  M.  of  Detroit,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  undertaking  business  and  is 
also  a  musician  of  considerable  talent,  being 
now  pipe-organist  in  the  Baptist  church; 
Truman  EL,  who  is  a  student  in  the  Univer- 
sity, pursuing  a  four  years'  course  in  the  lit- 
erary department  and  a  two  years'  course  in 
law;  and  Harold  J.,  a  young  man  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Gass  is  a  stanch  republican, 
who  was  elected  and  served  as  township  treas- 
urer for  two  years  and  has  also  been  justice 
of  the  peace.  His  aspirations,  however,  are 
not  in  the  line  of  office-holding,  for  he  pre- 
fers to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  busi- 
ness affairs  or  to  the  interests  of  his  home 
and  church.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Davis 
and  he  is  now  serving  on  its  official  board 
and  is  also  one  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Simpson  Park  Camp  Meeting  Association. 
His  life  is  well  rounded,  having  the  varied 
interests  that  contribute  to  a  physical,  men- 
tal and  moral  well-being.  He  has  always  been 
a  resident  of  Ray  township,  and  the  fact  that 
many  of  his  warmest  friends  are  those  who 
have  known  him  from  boyhood  indicates  that 
his  career  has  been  straightforward  and  hon- 
orable. 


ALBERT  YATES,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Albert  Yates  is  one  of  the  prominent 
members  of  the  medical  profession  in  Macomb 
county,  having  successfully  followed  this  call- 
ing at  Washington  for  thirty  years,  or 
throughout  the  period  of  his  residence  in  this 
place.  He  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
September  13,  1842,  and  his  father,  Richard 
Yates,  was  also  a  native  of  that  county,  where 
he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Caroline  Nicholson,  also  a  native 
of  England,  and  in  order  to  provide  for  his 
family  he  followed  mechanical  pursuits,  being 
largely  engaged  in  carpentering  throughout 
his  active  business  career.  The  favorable  re- 
ports which  he  heard  concerning  America  led 
him  to  seek  a  home  in  the  new  world  in  1849. 
He  went  direct  to  Ontario,  Canada,  where  he 
made  a  permanent  location  and  although  he 
owned  a  farm  there  he  also  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building,  being  closely  associated 
with  the  substantial  improvements  of  the 
locality.  He  spent  his  last  years  there  and  at 
length  passed  away  in  Ontario. 


Like  the  other  members  of  his  father's 
family  Dr.  Yates  was  reared  in  Ontario  and 
acquired  good  educational  advantages  there. 
In  1871  he  went  to  Detroit,  where  he  pursued 
a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Detroit  Medical 
College.  He  then  returned  to  Canada  and  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  medicine  with  his 
old  preceptor,  who  had  directed  his  studies 
and  reading  ere  he  entered  college.  In  the 
year  1872  he  again  became  a  student  in  the 
Detroit  Medical  College  and  following  his  sec- 
ond course  of  lectures  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1873.  When  he  had  received  his 
diploma  he  again  went  to  Canada,  locating  in 
Bismarck,  where  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
practice  for  about  three  years.  Since  1875, 
however,  he  has  lived  in  the  village  of  Wash- 
ington and  has  continuously  resided  in  his 
present  home.  He  has  a  neat  office  and  it  is 
well  equipped  with  many  of  the  most  modern 
appliances  known  to  medical  and  surgical 
practice.  Here  he  has  built  up  a  good  busi- 
ness, having  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
the  village  and  surrounding  country.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Macomb  county  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  Northeast  Medical  Association,  the 
Michigan  State  Medical  Society  and  the 
American  Medical  Association,  and  through 
the  affinity  of  thought  and  experience  there 
keeps  abreast  with  the  profession  in  the  prog- 
ress that  it  makes  toward  perfection.  He  also 
reads  the  new  medical  works  and  journals  and 
practices  along  modern,  scientific  lines,  con- 
tinually promoting  his  efficiency  through 
study  and  information. 

Dr.  Yates  was  married  in  Kent  county, 
Canada,  March  9,  1864,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Eastman,  who  was  reared  and  educated  in 
that  country.  She  died  in  Washington,  May 
5,  1878,  leaving  four  children:  Dr.  Henry 
Wellington  Yates,  a  physician  of  Detroit; 
Minnie,  the  wife  of  Charles  I).  Hartley,  a 
farmer  of  Macomb  county;  Albert  E.,  the 
cashier  of  Blodgett,  Merritt  &  Company  of 
New  York  city;  and  Mary  M.,  the  wife  of 
Prank  W.  Springstein,  of  Detroit,  Dr.  Yates 
was  again  married  in  Michigan,  July  23,  1879, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Clara  B. 
Davis,  who  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ma- 
comb county  and  is  a  daughter  of  Milo  Davis, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  state.  There 
are  also  four  children  by  this  union :  Richard 
L.,  a  mechanical  engineer,  of  Dayton,  Ohio; 
Nancy  B.,  of  Detroit;  Maud  E.  and  Helen  A., 
at  home. 

Dr.  Yates  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity  in 
Canada,  but  afterward  demitted.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  local  politics  and  since  be- 
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coining'  an  American  citizen  has  supported  the 
republican  party  and  its  principles,  lie  has 
by  re-election  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  over  twenty  years,  and  ba^es  his  de- 
cisions upon  the  equity  and  the  law  of  the 
case,  his  capability  in  office  being  indicated 
by  his  own  litigation  therein.  His  profes- 
sional skill  is  widely  acknowledged  and  his 
fellow  practitioners  give  evidence  of  their 
faith  in  his  ability  by  often  calling  him  into 
consultation.  Thus  his  life  has  proved  of 
great  good  to  his  fellowmen  and  both  profes- 
sionally and  socially  he  ranks  high. 


EMORY    P.    DAVIS. 

Emory  P.  Davis,  superintendent  of  the 
Mount  Clemens  (las  Company,  was  born  in 
Franklin,  Johnson  county,  Indiana,  July  12, 
1874.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John  L. 
Davis,  was  a  merchant  at  Bloomington,  In- 
diana, and  still  follows  commercial  pursuits 
although  he  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  The  ancestry  of  this  branch 
of  the  Davis  family  can  be  traced  back  to 
New  England  and  at  a  more  remote  period  to 
Wales.  In  the  family  of  John  L.  Davis  are 
five  children  :  .Margaret,  the  widow  of  Oeorge 
A.  Slocum,  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana;  James 
L. ;  Sherman,  who  is  one  of  the  professors  in 
the  Indiana  State  University;  (Juy,  who  fol- 
lows merchandising  in  Bloomington,  Indiana; 
and  Emma,  who  is  also  living  in  Bloomington. 

James  L.  Davis,  who  was  born  in  the 
Iloosier  state,  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of 
merchandising  and  through  many  years  has 
carried  on  business  along  that  line  in  Frank- 
lin, Indiana,  lie  married  Miss  Dora  Peters, 
who  died  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  forty-six 
years.  Her  father,  Bernardian  Peters,  was  a 
cabinetmaker  of  Franklin,  Indiana,  and  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years, 
passing  away  September  12,  11)04.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Matilda  Wells, 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  The 
grandfather  was  prominent  and  influential  in 
Masonic  circles  and  has  served  as  eminent 
commander  in  the  Knight  Templar  command- 
ery.  1 1  is  life  was  so  manly  and  his  acts  so 
kindly  and  sincere  that  he  won  the  unqualified 
regard  of  all  who  knew  him  and  died  without 
an  enemy.  Pnto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters  were 
born  six  children:  Preston,  now  deceased: 
Dora,  who  became  Mrs.  Davis;  Katherine,  the 
wife  of  Wiley  Ackmaii  of  Windfall,  Indiana  ; 
Mattie,  of  Franklin,  Indiana;  Lulu,  the  wife 
of  Thomas  'Roberts  of  Oak  Landing,  Indiana  ; 


and  Annie,  who  is  also  living  in  Franklin. 
The  Peters  family  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  Jefferson  county,  Kentucky. 

Emory  P.  Davis  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Franklin,  Indiana,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  high  school  with  the 
class  of  1890.  He  entered  business  life  at 
that  place  and  after  the  consolidation  of  the 
water,  light  and  power  companies  he  became 
manager  of  the  new  company  in  1892.  He 
held  that  position  for  six  year's,  when  he  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  Mount.  Clem- 
ens (ias  Company,  which  position  he  has  since 
filled.  Few  places  the  size  of  Mount  Clemens 
have  as  well  equipped  gas  plants.  Fnder  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  Davis  the  business  has  been 
largely  increased,  the  output  being  more  than 
two  hundred  per*  cent  what  it  was  when  he 
took  charge,  and  it  increased  sixty-seven  per 
cent  in  the  year  1894.  Mr.  Davis  is  very 
progressive  and  enterprising*  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  business  interests  and  the  plant 
is  now  supplied  with  all  modern  appliances, 
while  a  liberal  patronage  is  enjoyed  by  the 
members  of  the  company.  Mr.  Davis  has  had 
offers  of  other  positions  elsewhere,  but  pre- 
fers his  present  location  for  social  and  other 
reasons. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Davis  is  connected  with 
Mount  Clemens  lodge  No.  168,  K.  P.,  was 
chosen  chancellor  commander  in  1904  and  was 
re-elected  the  present  year.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Mount  Clemens  Lodge  No.  6,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at 
Franklin.  He  is  president  of  the  Republic 
Club  at  Mount  Clemens,  an  honor  which  was 
unsought  by  him,  but  to  which  he  was  called 
by  his  fellow  townsmen,  who  recognize  his 
ability  and  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his 
party.  His  own  untiring  efforts  have  brought 
him  success  and  business  prominence. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1896,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Davis  and  Miss  Alice  Mussel- 
man,  a  daughter  of  John  K.  Musselman  of 
Johnson  county,  Indiana,  who  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  sheriff  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis 
have  one  child,  Roscoe  V.,  born  June  7,  1902. 


LESLIE  L.  MILLAR. 

The  farming  and  stock-raising  interests  of 
Macomb  county  find  a  worthy  representative 
in  Leslie  L.  Millar,  living  on  section  13,  Wash- 
ington township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  and  in  the  breeding 
of  shorthorn  cattle  and  Berkshire  hogs.  He 
is  aPo  worthy  of  representation  in  this  volume 
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because  of  his  long  residence  in  the  state, 
covering  a  period  of  seventy  years.  He  was 
born  in  Strongville,  Ohio,  September  15,  1835. 
His  father,  Wilson  W.  Millar,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Erie  county,  New  York,  in  1804, 
wTas  a  son  of  William  Millar,  a  .native  of  Scot- 
land. Later,  having  become  a  resident  of  the 
new  world,  he  served  his  adopted  country  as 
a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812  and  afterward 
resided  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  state 
of  New  York.  Wilson  W.  Millar  was  reared 
in  Erie  county  and  when  a  young  man  went 
to  Ohio,  where  he  met  and  married  Mrs.  Betsy 
Ann  Collis,  nee  Cooper,  who  at  that  time  was 
a  widow.  Mr.  Millar  followed  merchandising 
and  also  owned  and  operated  a  farm  near 
Strongville,  not  far  from  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land. It  was  in  that  locality  that  the  subject 
of  this  review  was  born.  In  the  same  year, 
however,  the  father  removed  with  his  family 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  Ray  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  of  sixty  acres.  Later  he  bought  an  addi- 
tional tract  of  eighty  acres,  on  which  he  erect- 
ed good  buildings  and  raised  his  family. 
There  he  spent  his  last  years,  passing  away 
about  1850.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a 
number  of  years  and  they  were  numbered 
among  the  worthy  pioneer  people  of  the  lo- 
cality. 

Leslie  L.  Millar  is  one  of  a  family  of  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  reached 
years  of  maturity.  One  brother,  Apollis  II. 
Millar,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Rebellion,  serv- 
ing as  band  master,  lie  died  at  his  home 
in  1865  as  the  result  of  disease  contracted 
in  the  army.  One  sister,  Victoria  E.,  became 
the  wife  of  William  Bellows  and  died  in  Ray 
township,  in  1895.  Eugene  W.  Millar  is  a 
farmer  of  Ray  township,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Leslie  L.  Millar  is  the  only  survivor 
of  the  family. 

Leslie  L.  Millar  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
Ray  township,  where  he  enjoyed  the  educa- 
tional advantages  afforded  by  the  public 
schools.  He  left  home  when  a  young  man  of 
sixteen  years  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  followed  that  pursuit  prior  to  the  Civil 
war.  In  August,  1862,  responding  to  the 
country's  call  for  aid,  he  joined  the  Fourth 
Michigan  Cavalry  as  a  musician  of  the  regi- 
mental band  and  was  assigned  to  Company  B. 
During  the  last  two  years  of  his  service  he 
was  leader  of  the  band.  He  went  south  with 
the  army  of  the  Cumberland  and  remained 
at  the  front  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  when 
he  was  honorably  discharged,  in  July,  1865. 
After  his  discharge  he  returned  home,  located 


in  Lenox,  Michigan,  and  there  engaged  in 
contracting  and  building,  assisting  materially 
in  this  way  in  the  improvement  of  Richmond 
and  of  Lenox.  A  great  many  of  the  build- 
ings in  those  towns  and  at  New  Haven  stand 
as  monuments  to  his  skill  and  enterprise.  In 
April,  1879,  he  removed  to  the  farm  whereon 
he  now  resides  and  continued  its  improvement 
in  connection  with  building  operations  until 
1890.  He  erected  for  himself  a  good  home 
and  barn  and  has  developed  a  valuable  farm, 
planting  fruit  trees  and  adding  all  modern 
accessories.  The  farm  was  old  and  run  down 
when  it  came  into  his  possession,  but  by  cul- 
tivation and  the  use  of  fertilizers  he  has  made 
his  land  rich  and  productive  and  no  better 
farm  land  can  be  found  in  this  part  of  the 
state  than  is  owned  by  Mr.  Millar.  In  his 
business  operations  he  has  prospered  and  at 
the  same  time  he  has  been  a  very  useful  cit- 
izen, assisting  largely  in  the  improvement  of 
this  section  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Millar  was  married  in  Ray  township, 
in  1855,  to  Miss  Adaline  llazelton,  a  sister 
of  Thaddeus  Hazelton,  who  is  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work.  Mrs.  Millar  died  in  1861, 
leaving  three  children,  of  whom  two  are  liv- 
ing: Theron  W.,  who  is  a  mechanic  now  en- 
gaged in  contracting  and  building  in  Detroit; 
and  Allison  R.,  a  contractor  and  builder  of 
West  Bay  City,  .Michigan.  One  son,  Ralph 
C,  was  engaged  in  coopering  and  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-five  years,  leaving  a  wife.  In 
1866  Leslie  L.  Millar  was  again  married  in 
Ray  township,  his  second  union  being  with 
Yandalia  E.  Risk,  who  was  born  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Louis  Risk,  a  native  of  Germany  and  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  St.  Louis,  where  he 
owned  and  operated  several  steamboats  on  the 
Mississippi  river.  In  1849  he  went  to  Cali- 
fornia and  seven  times  made  trips  to  that 
state.  From  St.  Louis  he  removed  to  Cape 
Girardeau,  Missouri.  He  was  married  in  the 
former  place  to  Miss  Lizzie  Connell,  a  native 
of  England,  and  later  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  London,  Canada,  where  the  family 
remained  while  he  traveled  and  looked  after 
his  business  interests  in  California,  He  is 
supposed  to  have  been  massacred  by  the  In- 
dians while  on  one  of  his  trips  to  the  west. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millar  has  been 
blessed  with  five  children  who  are  yet  living : 
Apollis  IT.,  a  resident  of  Nemaha  county,  Ne- 
braska; Auburn,  a  contractor  and  builder; 
Minnie,  who  is  conducting  a  dressmaking 
establishment  in  Detroit;  Arthur  R.,  who  oc- 
cupies  a  business  position    in    Detroit;   and 
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Thomas  C,  who  is  filling  a  position  in  Min- 
neapolis. They  also  lost  two  children:  Eliz- 
abeth A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years;  and  Louis  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years. 

Politically  Mr.  .Millar  has  been  a  life-long 
democrat,  supporting  James  Buchanan  for 
president  in  1856,  while  his  last  presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  Judge  Parker  of  New  York. 
He  has  served  for  four  years  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  but  otherwise  has  neither  held  nor 
desired  public  office.  He  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic lodge  at  Romeo,  and  Macomb  chapter, 
and  has  filled  a  number  of  positions  in  both 
organizations.  Mr.  Millar  may  well  be  num- 
bered among  the  pioneer  residents  of  Michi- 
gan, having  lived  in  Macomb  county  for 
seventy  years,  during  which  time  he  has  seen 
it  transformed  from  a  wilderness  and  swamp 
into  a  rich  agricultural  district  in  the  midst 
of  which  are  also  thriving  towns  and  cities 
with  their  manufacturing  and  industrial  in- 
terests. At  all  times  he  has  been  equally  con- 
cerned in  the  public  welfare  and  progress 
and  has  done  his  full  share  as  a  citizen  in 
promoting  the  upbuilding  and  development 
of   this    portion    of  the   state. 


WILLIAM  J.  DUSSE. 

William  J.  Dusse,  one  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  of  Macomb  county,  whose 
years,  hoAvever,  seem  to  prove  no  obstacle  to 
his  ready  advancement  and  success,  is  now 
serving  as  assistant  prosecuting  attorney  and 
is  also  circuit  court  commissioner.  He  makes 
his  home  in  Mount  Clemens  and  is  a  native 
of  Waldenburg,  Macomb  county,  born  March 
18,  1875,  his  parents  being  John  and  Wil- 
helmina (Wolf)  Dusse,  both  of  whom  are  na- 
tives of  Germany.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Jacob  Dusse,  who  always  remained  a  resident 
of  Germany,  although  he  spent  a  year  in  visit- 
ing in  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  served  on 
the  staff  of  King  William  and  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  John  Dusse  remained  a 
resident  of  the  fatherland  until  1852  when, 
thinking  that  he  might  have  better  business 
opportunities  in  the  new  world,  lie  came  to 
America  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Macomb 
county,  Michigan,  where  for  many  years  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  but  is 
now  living  retired.  He  was  married,  in  Ma- 
comb township,  to  Miss  Wilhelmina  Wolf,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Wolf,  who  came  from  Ger- 
many to  this  county  and  here  spent  his  last 
ten  years,  following  the  occupation  of  farm- 


ing. He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Dusse  are  now  living  in  Mount 
Clemens.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren :  William  J. ;  Augusta,  the  wife  of 
George  Pollock  of  Detroit ;  Wilhelmina,  who  is 
living  in  Mount  Clemens ;  and  Ernestina  of 
Detroit. 

William  J.  Dusse,  at  the  usual  age,  entered 
the  public  schools  and  continued  his  studies 
here  until  he  had  completed  his  more  specif- 
ically literary  education  by  graduation  from 
the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1896.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  began  prepara- 
tion for  his  profession,  being  enrolled  as  a 
student  in  the  law  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1899.  He 
next  entered  the  Detroit  College  of  Law,  in 
which  he  completed  a  post-graduate  course  in 
the  spring  of  1900,  after  which  he  began  prac- 
tice in  connection  with  Franz  C.  Kuhn,  with 
whom  he  continued  for  two  years,  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Silas  B.  Spier,  this 
association  being  maintained  until  January  1, 
1905,  when  he  was  appointed  assistant  prose- 
cuting attorney  under  Allen  W.  Kent,  for  a 
term  of  two  years.  He  was  appointed  circuit 
court  commissioner  by  Governor  P>liss  in  1903, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1904  was  elected  to  the 
office,  in  which  he  is  now  serving. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Dusse  is  a  stal- 
wart republican,  active  in  the  work  of  the 
party  and  doing  all  in  his  power  to  promote 
its  upbuilding  and  progress.  Fraternally,  he 
is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
in  the  latter  he  has  filled  various  offices  in 
the  local  lodge.  He  is  an  active  worker  and 
faithful  member  of  the  German  Evangelical 
Zion  church,  is  treasurer  of  the  Sunday 
school,  secretary  of  the  choir  and  treasurer  of 
the  Young  People's  Society.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  strong  purpose  and  laudable  ambi- 
tion who  has  made  his  way  unaided  and 
already  he  has  attained  a  creditable  position 
in  a  profession  wherein  advancement  depends 
upon  individual  merit. 


EDWARD  S.  HUNT. 

Edward  S.  Hunt,  who  is  now  practically 
living  retired  in  Richmond,  was  born  in  Mount 
Clemens,  Macomb  county,  May  6,  1837,  his 
parents  being  Hiram  and  Mary  (Vandercook) 
Hunt,  both  natives  of  the  Empire  state.  The 
father  was  born  in  Batavia,  New  York,  and 
his  father  was  John  Hunt,  who  came  from 
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Pennsylvania  and  devoted  his  life  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry.  Hiram  Hunt,  removing  to 
the  west,  settled  in  Mount  Clemens,  in  the 
'30s.  lie  was  employed  in  the  new  glass 
works,  serving  there  as  a  glass  blower  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  afterward  bought  a 
farm  in  Columbus,  St.  Clair  county,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death. 
He  was  prominent  and  active  in  public  affairs 
and  served  as  constable  and  sheriff,  taking 
an  active  part  in  politics.  For  many  years 
he  was  town  treasurer  and  for  thirty  years 
he  was  in  the  secret  service1  of  the  United 
States  government  in.  watching  the  line  be- 
tween this  country  and  Canada.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  he  spent  much  time  in 
Port  Huron  and  he  continued  a  resident  of 
Michigan  until  his  demise.  In  his  family  were 
ten  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Edward  S.  Hunt,  the  second  in  order  of 
birth,  was  four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  parents'  removal  to  St,  Clair  county  and 
there  he  lived  upon  the  homestead  farm  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he  took  Tip 
his  abode  in  Casco.  Purchasing  a  tract  of 
land,  he  carried  on  general  farming  on  his 
own  account  and  later  he  sold  that  property 
and  bought  a  farm  in  Columbus.  This  he 
continued  to  improve  and  he  has  added  to 
it  until  it  now  comprises  two  hundred  acres 
of  rich  land,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  There  is 
living  water  upon  the  place  and  the  land  lies 
excellently  for  drainage  purposes.  Mr.  Hunt 
followed  farming  alone  progressive  lines  and 
in  the  course  of  time  his  farm  became 
one  of  the  best  of  the  locality.  He  is  now 
renting  it,  while  for  the  past  twenty  years 
he  has  practically  lived  retired.  Since  com- 
ing to  Richmond  he  has  erected  a  modern 
brick  residence  of  attractive  style  of  archi- 
tecture and  supplied  with  all  the  city  con- 
veniences. Following  his  removal  to  Rich- 
mond he  engaged  in  the  carriage  business  for 
six  years  and  then  put  aside  all  mercantile 
interests  and  other  business  affairs  save  the 
supervision  of  his  investments. 

In  1862  Mr.  Hunt  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Meabon,  of  St.  Clair  county,  whose 
parents  were  natives  of  the  state  of  New 
York.  Mrs.  Hunt  died  September  15,  1897, 
and  in  April,  1900,  Mr.  Hunt  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Anna  M. 
Swiso,  a  native  of  Wisconsin. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Hunt  man- 
ifested his  loyalty  to  the  Union  cause  by 
enlisting  in  the  spring  of  1865  in  the  Mich- 


igan infantry,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Parkerhurst.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Jackson 
and  went  direct  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and 
then  went  to  Chattanooga,  where  he  was 
detailed  with  others  to  guard  prisoners.  He 
there  remained  until  taken  ill  with  the 
measles,  when  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital 
and  later  was  transferred  to  the  hospital  at 
Nashville.  He  afterward  was  sent  to  the 
country  and  when  honorably  discharged  he 
returned  home.  His  health  was  so  abso- 
lutely impaired  that  for  eighteen  months 
after  his  return  he  was  incapacitated  for 
active  labor.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  takes  an  active  part 
in  its  work  and  is  deeply  interested  in  the 
cause  of  the  veterans  of  the  Civil  war.  lie 
also  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  For 
the  past  ten  years  he  has  spent  the  winter 
seasons  largely  in  Florida,  Alabama  and  Cal- 
ifornia, lie  has  visited  the  Yellowstone  Park 
and  other  places  of  interest  in  this  country 
and  has  made  it  a  point  to  enjoy  life,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  has  carefully  controlled 
his  business  affairs  and  faithfully  performed 
all  duties  of  citizenship. 


ASAHEL  BAILEY. 


Asahel  Bailey's  name  is  closely  interwoven 
with  the  history  of  Macomb  county  through 
that  period  when  the  foundation  of  material 
progress,  intellectual  improvement  and  moral 
advancement  was  being  laid,  and  his  efforts 
were  of  marked  value  in  the  upbuilding  of 
this  section  of  the  state.  He  came  of  Eng- 
lish and  Scotch  ancestry  and  Stephen  was 
the  name  of  four  of  his  ancestors  in  the  di- 
rect paternal  line.  The  founders  of  the  fam- 
ily in  America  came  from  England.  His 
grandparents  were  Stephen  and  Eunice 
(Crooks)  Bailey,  the  latter  of  Scotch  line- 
age, and  his  parents  were  Stephen  and 
Lydia  (Freeman)  Bailey.  The  latter  had  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
They  were  Presbyterians  in  early  life,  but 
afterward  became  identified  with  the  Episco- 
palian faith,  in  which  thev  reared  their  fam- 
ily. 

Asahel  Bailey  was  born  in  II  a  (Ida  m,  Con- 
necticut, January  29,  1789,  pursued  his  edu- 
cation there  and  determined  to  study  for  the 
ministry,  but  the  close  confinement  of  stu- 
dent life  undermined  his  health  and  forced 
him  to  abandon  his  plans  for  church  work. 
He  afterward  engaged  in  manufacturing  and 
in  teaching,  but  eventually  devoted  his  undi- 
vided attention  to  agricultural   pursuits. 


ASAIIEL  BAILEY. 


MRS.   CYNTHIA  BAILEY 
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In  1819,  in  Richmond,  New  York,  Asahel 
Bailey  wedded  his  cousin,  Miss  Cynthia 
Freeman,  the  marriage  ceremony  being  per- 
formed by  Elder  Wright,  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sylvia  (Newman) 
Freeman,  the  latter  of  Welsh  lineage,  wdiile 
the  Freemans  were  of  English  descent.  The 
family  was  founded  in  America  at  Cape  Cod 
and  later  representatives  of  the  name  re- 
moved to  Chatham,  Connecticut.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Bailey  were  Moses 
and  Susan  (Brooks)  Freeman,  the  former  a 
sea  captain,  who  was  lost  with  his  vessel 
and  crew  when  his  son  Joseph  was  a  child. 
The  only  trace  of  the  wreck  that  was  ever 
found  was  a  blanket,  marked  with  his  name. 
Mrs.  Bailey  was  born  in  Berkshire,  Ver- 
mont, September  18,  1798,  and  in  1821  she 
accompanied  her  husband  from  Richmond, 
New  York,  to  Michigan — then  under  terri- 
torial government. 

They  crossed  Lake  Erie  in  the  first  steamer 
on  that  lake,  suggestively  named  Walk-in- 
the-Water,  reaching  Detroit  September  14th 
and  in  a  small  boat  started  from  Detroit  to 
Mount  Clemens,  but  the  boat  sprang  a  leak 
and  they  soon  had  to  abandon  hope  of  reach- 
ing their  destination  in  that  way.  The  sun 
was  low  when  they  discovered  a  log  house 
in  the  woods  and  landed,  but  the  French  set- 
tlers there  refused  them  aid,  the  woman  tell- 
ing them  to  cook  their  own  victuals,  when 
they  asked  her  to  prepare  a  meal,  and  the 
man  refusing  to  take  them  on  their  way 
with  his  team,  although  they  offered  to  pay 
liberally.  Aid  came,  however,  when  Judge 
Clemens  drove  up  and  directed  the  French- 
man to  take  the  party  to  his  house.  In  an 
ox-cart  they  were  driven  to  the  home  of 
Judge  Clemens  and  there  procured  horses 
and  wagon,  with  which  they  started  on  to 
their  destination,  which  they  reached  in  Jan- 
uary, 1822.  At  that  time  Romeo,  then  called 
Indian  Village,  contained  but  one  building — 
a  log  cabin  which  stood  on  a  farm  that  had 
been  owned  by  Jeremiah  Allen,  who  had  be- 
gun the  cabin  and  had  also  dug  an  unwalled 
well.  Tiring  of  his  pioneer  home,  Mr.  Allen 
gladly  traded  the  claim  to  Mr.  Bailey,  who 
offered  him  fifty  dollars  in  boots  and  shoes. 
The  exchange  made,  the  Bailey  family,  then 
consisting  of  husband,  wife  and  infant 
daughter,  were  soon  installed  in  their  new 
home  and  continued  residents  of  Romeo 
throughout  their  remaining  days. 

The  Bailey  family  were  friendly  with  the 
Indians,  who  trusted  "Asa  Billy"  implicit- 


ly. The  story  of  their  life  was  the  story  of 
pioneer  times.  Mr.  Bailey  went  once  a  year 
to  Detroit  for  letters,  on  each  of  which  he 
had  to  pay  twenty-five  cents  postage.  Pon- 
tiac  was  their  nearest  milling  place.  Their 
first  orchard  was  planted  by  himself  and  wife 
on  the  north  side  of  East  St.  Clair  street 
and  later  they  set  out  another  on  the  west 
side  of  Main  street.  Mr.  Bailey  continued 
the  work  of  farming  for  many  years,  improv- 
ing a  property  which  in  course  of  time 
brought  to  him  a  good  income.  In  February, 
1837,  he  sold  his  farm  in  Romeo  and  bought 
a  tract  of  new  land  in  what  is  now  Berlin 
township,  but  the  purchaser  failed  to  pay 
and  the  family  returned  to  the  old  farm  at 
the  end  of  three  months,  His  pioneer  log 
cabin  was  replaced  by  a  frame  house,  built 
of  lumber,  which  he  hauled  with  oxen  from 
the  north  woods,  making  many  laborious 
trips.  The  third  home  of  the  family,  in  the 
south  end  of  the  village,  was  completed  in 
1858  and  was  first  occupied  on  January  1, 
1859. 

In  the  meantime,  while  carrying  on  his 
farming  operations,  Mr.  Bailey  assisted  ma- 
terially in  reclaiming  this  region  for  civili- 
zation, assisting  largely  in  the  work  of  im- 
provement and  upbuilding.  He  surveyed  the 
first  public  roads  in  the  county,  extending 
to  Mount  Clemens  and  St.  Clair  and  in  1832, 
in  connection  with  N.  T.  Taylor,  he  platted 
the  village  of  Romeo,  which  had  been  sur- 
veyed by  John  B.  Hollister.  He  gave  the 
land  on  which  the  first  schoolhouse  was 
built  and  also  for  the  building  of  a  house 
of  worship  for  the  Congregational  denomi- 
nation, and  these  tracts  are  still  used  for  the 
original  purposes  for  which  they  were  be- 
stowed.  He  was  one  of  the  first  school  in- 
spectors of  Bruce  township  and  his  co-oper- 
ation could  always  be  counted  upon  to  fur- 
ther the  welfare  or  promote  the  upbuilding 
of  town  or  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  became  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  Prudence  Cynthia  died 
April  17,  1872;  Maria  Matilda;  Stephen,  who 
married  Isabella  Harriet  Davis,  of  James- 
town, New  York,  was  engaged  in  farming 
for  a  time  in  Iowa,  afterward  following  mer- 
chandising and  in  March,  1860,  went  to 
Pike's  Peak,  returning  in  the  following  De- 
cember to  Romeo.  He  had  two  children, 
Edith  Maud  and  Clara  Marinda,  but  the 
latter  died  March  11,  1881,  and  the  mother 
died  April  16,  1881 ;  Lois  Curtis  was  the 
next  member  of  the  family  of  Asahel  Bailey ; 
Newman    died   in   infancy;    and   Lydia   and 
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Phebe  Jane  were  the  youngest  members  of 
the  family,  The  father's  death  occurred  at 
Romeo,  January  27,  1862,  and  on  the  seven- 
ty-third anniversary  of  his  birth  he  was  laid 
to  rest,  Mrs.  Bailey,  long  surviving  him, 
passed  away  July  4,  1881.  He  was  always  a 
great  reader,  the  taste  of  the  student  being 
manifest  throughout  his  entire  life  and 
making  him  a  man  of  superior  education  and 
wide  intelligence.  His  name  is  inseparably 
interwoven  with  the  history  of  the  county 
and  the  village  of  Romeo  largely  stands  as 
a  monument  to  him,  as  he  was  one  of  its 
founders  and  early  xvromoters. 


ARTHUR  E.  VAN  EPS. 

Arthur  E.  Van  Eps,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
abstract  and  fire  insurance  business  in  Mount 
Clemens,  was  born  in  this  city,  March  5,  1851. 
He  comes  of  an  old  family  of  Holland  ances- 
try, the  original  representatives  of  the  family 
in  America  having  settled  on  the  Hudson  river 
in  New  York.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  father, 
John  E.  Van  Eps,  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1814,  settling  in 
Mount  Clemens.  lie  was  a  harnessmaker  by 
trade  and  in  connection  with  his  business  in 
that  line  also  carried  a  line  of  shoes,  lie 
likewise  conducted  a  tannery  for  some  years, 
and  was  a  partner  in  the  general  store  of 
Traver,  Van  Eps  &  Company,  lie  is  now 
living  retired,  lie  was  married  after  his  re- 
moval to  Mount  Clemens,  Miss  Ada  Traver  be- 
coming his  wife.  She,  too,  was  a  native  of 
New  York.  Mr.  Van  Eps  has  been  prominent 
in  community  affairs  and  at  one  time  was 
mayor  of  Mount  Clemens.  He  has  now 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three 
years,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  1822. 

Arthur  E.  Van  Eps  began  his  education  in 
the  primary  schools  of  Mount  Clemens  and 
advanced  through  successive  grades  until  he 
became  a  high  school  student.  In  early  life 
he  learned  the  trade  of  tanner  and  currier 
and  continued  at  that  business  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  a  part  of  the  time  carrying 
on  work  on  his  own  account.  In  1879,  the 
year  in  which  Mount  Clemens  was  incorpora- 
ted as  a  city,  he  was  elected  the  first  supervisor 
and  held  that  position  for  twelve  consecutive 
years.  In  1886  he  was  chosen  register  of 
deeds  and  served  for  four  years  in  that  office. 
He  was  also  city  clerk  for  three  years  and  in 
these  various  positions  discharged  his  duties 
with    promptness    and    fidelity.      In    politics 


he  is  a  democrat  and  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  success  and  growth  of  his  party. 

While  still  holding  office  Mr.  Van  Eps  em- 
barked in  his  present  line  of  business,  turning 
his  attention  to  abstracting  and  fire  insurance 
in  1887.  He  is  now  a  partner  of  Trangott 
Lungershausen,  under  the  firm  style  of 
Lungershausen  &  Van  Eps.  This  relation  was 
been  maintained  continuously  for  eighteen 
years  and  the  firm  has  the  original  and  only 
set  of  abstract  books  in  the  county,  it  having 
been  prepared  by  Major  Alonzo  Keeler  whih 
he  was  register  of  deeds.  They  have  a  good 
business  which  is  continually  growing. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1880,  Mr.  Van 
Eps  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  M.  Church, 
a  daughter  of  Haswell  and  Mary  A.  (Davis) 
Church,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont.  Her 
father  served  as  sheriff  of  Macomb  county 
for  four  years  and  it  was  in  Macomb  county 
that  Mrs.  Van  Eps  was  born.  She  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Alia,  who  is 
now  a  teacher  in  Mount  Clemens. 

Mr.  Van  Eps  is  a  charter  member  of  Mount 
Clemens  lodge,  No.  168,  K.  P.  He  was  master 
in  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
in  1879  and  1880,  and  was  high  priest  of 
Mount  Clemens  chapter,  II.  A.  M..  for  fifteen 
years;  a  member  of  Mount  Clemens  council. 
No.  8,  R.  &  S.  M.,  and  in  1878  was  a  member 
of  Romeo  eommandery,  No.  6,  K.  T.  lie  also 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Maccabees.  Mr. 
Van  Eps  is  always  approachable,  according  to 
every  one  the  courtesy  of  an  interview,  and 
his  own  success  never  alters  in  any  degree  his 
feeling  for  those  less  fortunate. 


T.  CHARLES  CRITTENDEN. 

T.  Charles  Crittenden,  living  on  section  18, 
Chesterfield  township,  was  born  in  this  town- 
ship, January  7,  1857,  a  son  of  Charles  I),  and 
Lois  Ann  (Knight)  Crittenden.  His  grand- 
father, John  Crittenden,  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  Massachusetts,  January  8,  1796,  and 
married  Phoebe  Goodrich.  In  1831  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Michigan  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  government  land  on  section 
18,  Chesterfield  township.  Not  a  furrow  had 
been  turned  nor  an  improvement  made  there, 
and  in  fact  the  tract  was  covered  with  a  dense 
growth  of  timber.  As  there  was  no  market 
for  wood  at  that  time  he  disposed  of  much  of 
the  timber  by  piling  it  up  and  burning  it.  He 
was  a  passenger  on  the  first  practical  steanie: 
built  by  Robert  Fulton  in  the  United  States, 
plying  on  the  Hudson  river.     He  served  at  a 
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militiaman  in  the  state  of  New  York  in  1814. 
For  many  years  he  remained  an  honored 
pioneer  resident  of  Macomb  county  and  died 
here  November  29,  1882. 

Charles  1).  Crittenden,  born  in  Ontario 
county,  New  York,  April  10,  1827,  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Michigan  when  four 
years  old  and  wTas  educated  in  the  district 
school.  He  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until 
he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  purchased 
a  farm  on  the  Quick  road.  He  afterward  sold 
this  and  bought  forty  acres  in  Macomb  town- 
ship, which  he  deeded  to  his  father,  receiving 
in  exchange  thirty  acres  of  the  homestead  on 
which  he  built  a  dwelling.  There  he  remained 
until  1872,  when  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness cares  and  established  his  home  in  Mount 
Clemens.  While  upon  the  farm  he  spent 
fifteen  winter  seasons  in  the  lumber  bus- 
iness cutting  timber,  but  in  the  spring  he 
always  returned  to  his  farm.  He  ivas 
supervisor  of  Chesterfield  township  in  1860-61 
and  1870-71.  He  was  treasurer  of  his 
township  in  1856-57  and  superintendent  of 
the  poor  of  Macomb  county  for  eight  years. 
In  public  office  he  was  always  found  true 
to  the  trust  reposed  in  him  and  in  his 
business  affairs  he  was  active  and  energetic, 
winning  well  merited  success  through  his  un- 
tiring labor.  He  died  March  5,  1895.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ann 
Knight,  passed  away  September  29,  1893. 

T.  Charles  Crittenden  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  the  high  school  of  Mount 
Clemens,  living  with  his  father,  where  he  now 
resides.  In  1878,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
he  removed  to  the  home  farm.  Here  he  re- 
modeled all  the  buildings  and  made  many  im- 
provements. He  has  tiled  about  one  half 
of  the  farm  and  he  now  has  a  productive 
property,  from  which  he  annually  gathers 
good  harvests.  In  all  of  his  work  he  is  prac- 
tical and  at  the  same  time  progressive  and  his 
efforts  are  bringing  him  well  merited  pros- 
perity. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is 
at  present  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Chesterfield  Creamery. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1878,  Mr.  Crittenden 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Arnold,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Ellen  M.  (Marsh)  Arnold. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  and  Massachusetts,  respectively.  Her 
father  died  in  Brooklyn,  after  which  her 
mother  came  to  Oakland  county,  Michigan, 
settling  in  Pontiac,  where  she  married  George 
W.  Petty,  a  hardware  merchant,  who  in  1900 
retired  from  active  business  and  is  still  living 
in  Pontiac,  where  he  has  made  his  home  for 


about  sixty  years.  He  has  served  as  tax  col- 
lector there,  is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles, 
having  attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree 
in  Pontiac  commandery,  and  is  influential  in 
public  affairs,  being  recognized  as  the  friend 
of  all  movements  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity. Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crittenden  were 
born  seven  children:  Bessie  L.,  born  March 
5,  1879,  now  the  wife  of  John  Cunningham 
of  Port  Huron,  Michigan,  connected  with  the 
Pere  Marquette  railroad ;  Nellie  May,  born 
June  18,  1881;  Carleton  M.,  born  August  4, 
1883,  now  with  the  National  Sand  &  Cement 
Block  Company  of  Detroit;  Don  C,  who  was 
born  April  17,  1886,  and  died  January  23, 
1904,  his  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Crittenden  family  burying  ground,  which  is 
partly  on  the  old  homestead;  Ray  T.,  born 
December  23,  1888;  Max  C,  born  October  18, 
1898;  and  Lila  N.,  born  August  5,  1900.  The 
first  two  children  of  this  family  had  three 
great-grandfathers  and  two  great-grand- 
mothers living  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Crittenden  has  acceptably  filled  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  five  years,  his 
decisions  being  strictly  fair  and  impartial. 
He  was  school  director  for  three  years,  was 
treasurer  of  the  Chesterfield  Creamery  Com- 
pany for  four  years,  a  member  of  Mount 
Clemens  lodge,  No.  168,  K.  P.,  and  a  member 
of  Chesterfield  Grange.  He  has  a  wdde  ac- 
quaintance in  the  township  and  county  in 
which  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  and  the 
fact  that  many  of  his  stanchest  friends  are 
those  who  have  known  him  from  boyhood  is 
an  indication  that  his  has  been  a  straightfor- 
ward and  commendable  career. 


ALEXANDER  JACOBI. 

The  commercial  interests  of  Mount  Clemens 
are  well  represented  by  Alexander  Jacobi, 
who  throughout  his  entire  business  life  has 
been  connected  wTith  the  clothing  trade  here. 
He  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  born  De- 
cember 24,  1855,  and  he  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  York  city.  He  went  to 
Port  Huron,  Michigan,  in  1870,  and  entered 
business  life  as  a  clerk  in  the  clothing  store  of 
his  uncle,  Joseph  Jacobi.  There  he  remained 
until  1877,  when  he  became  manager  of  his 
uncle's  branch  store  in  Mount  Clemens,  tak- 
ing charge  here  on  the  10th  of  February  of 
that  year,  and  this  business  arrangement  was 
continued  until  1880,  when  Mr.  Jacobi  became 
role  owner  of  the  store  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted.   He  has  a  large  and  carefully  selected 
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line  of  goods  and  his  business  has  increased 
four-fold  during  the  time  that  he  has  man- 
aged the  store.  His  methods  in  trade  are  such 
as  will  bear  the  closest  investigation  and 
scrutiny  and  his  earnest  desire  to  please  his 
patrons  is  another  element  in  his  prosperity. 
He  has  not  confined  his  attention,  however,  to 
this  line  alone,  for  in  1890  he  was  one  of  the 
originators  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Electric 
Company  and  has  since  served  as  secretary, 
treasurer  and  manager.  Whatever  tends  to 
benefit  the  city,  promote  its  progress  along 
substantial  lines  and  add  to  its  commercial 
prosperity,  receives  his  endorsement  and  co- 
operation. 

In  1885  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Jaeobi 
and  Miss  Rose  Moore,  of  Chicago,  and  they 
now  have  one  daughter — Helen.  Mr.  Jaeobi 
was  made  a  Mason  in  1879  and  served  as 
master  of  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  in  1885-6.  He  was  also  high  priest 
of  Mount  Clemens  chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  in  1887, 
and  was  twice  illustrious  master  of  Mount 
Clemens  council,  R,  &  S.  M.  He  has  held  office 
in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  and  has 
been  worthy  patron  of  the  Order  of  Eastern 
Star,  being  the  first  to  fill  that  position  in  the 
chapter  at  Mount  Clemens.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Mount  Clemens  Club.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party 
and  he  served  as  city  treasurer  from  1886 
until  1891.  Progress  and  patriotism  might 
be  termed  the  keynote  of  his  character,  for 
they  have  been  manifest  in  all  that  he  does  in 
connection  with  the  city's  welfare,  as  well 
as  in  his  business  life.  He  earnestly  desires 
the  advancement  and  improvement  of  Mount 
Clemens  and  what  he  has  done  has  proved  of 
benefit  here.  He  is  a  man  of  sound  business 
judgment,  of  pleasing  address  and  of  attrac- 
tive social  qualities,  and  his  position  in  the 
community,  both  commercially  and  socially,  is 
an  enviable  one. 


GEORGE  P.  ECKSTEIN. 

Macomb  county  has  been  favored  in  the 
class  of  citizens  who  have  held  her  public 
offices,  and  among  this  number  is  George  P. 
Eckstein,  of  Mount  Clemens,  who  is  now 
serving  as  county  sheriff.  He  was  born  in 
Sterling  township,  January  15,  1870,  his  par- 
ents being  Lambert  and  Augusta  (Keefe) 
Eckstein,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many. The  father  came  to  this  country  with 
his  parents  when  only  ten  years  of  age  and 
first  lived  in  Detroit,  Michigan.     In  1860  he 


purchased  land  in  Sterling  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  becoming  owner  of  sixty  acres, 
which  was  covered  with  timber.  This  he 
cleared  away,  placing  the  land  under  culti- 
vation, and  he  still  makes  his  home  there, 
having  now  a  well-developed  property.  His 
wife  died  in  1892  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
children :  William,  of  Sterling  township ; 
Ricka,  the  wife  of  Julius  Zoolner,  of  Roch- 
ester, Michigan;  Martin,  who  is  turnkey  at 
the  county  jail;  Mary,  of  Mount  Clemens; 
Lena,  of  Sterling;  Michael,  who  is  living  in 
Warren  township;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
Amil  Hecker,  of  Sterling  township ;  Minnie 
and  Amelia,  at  home.  Three  children  of  this 
family  died  in  infancy. 

George  P.  Eckstein  pursued  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  for  one  year  was  a 
student  in  the  German  school.  He  was  con- 
firmed in  the  German  Lutheran  church  in 
1883.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed 
on  the  home  farm,  where  he  early  became 
familiar  with  the  duties  and  labors  that  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  assist  his  father  until  twenty  years 
of  age,  when  he  began  dealing  in  timber  and 
in  operating  a  sawmill.  He  manufactured 
hardwood  lumber,  long  oak,  ship  timber, 
bridging,  etc.,  and  continued  in  this  business 
with  excellent  success  until  the  fall  of  1904, 
when  he  sold  out,  having  been  elected  to 
public  office. 

Mr.  Eckstein  was  chosen  sheriff  of  Ma- 
comb county  on  the  republican  ticket,  in 
1904,  by  a  plurality  of  seventy-seven  votes, 
and  is  now  filling  that  office  in  a  fearless 
manner,  being  j)rompt  and  capable  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties.  He  was  trustee  of 
the  village  of  Warren  and  was  deputy  sher- 
iff of  the  county  in  1903-4.  Twice  he  made 
the  race  for  township  treasurer  and  polled  a 
large  vote,  although  he  did  not  put  forth 
any  great  effort  to  secure  the  office,  and, 
therefore,  did  not  overcome  the  usual  demo- 
cratic majority.  In  public  office,  however, 
he  proves  that  he  is  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place,  for  he  is  capable  and  prompt 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and  never  fal- 
ters in  the  performance  of  any  task  which 
is  assigned  to  him  in  this  connection.  He  is 
an  indefatigable  wrorker  in  behalf  of  repub- 
lican principles,  having  labored  earnestly  for 
the  success  of  his  party  since  attaining  his 
majority.  Fraternally  he  is  associated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Knights  of  Maccabees  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 


GEORGE  P.  ECKSTEIN. 
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In  1900  Mr.  Eckstein  was  married  to  Miss 
Rose  May,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Harmon 
May,  of  Macomb  county,  and  they  have  one 
son — Dayton  Norman  Eckstein.  Mr.  Eck- 
stein finds  his  chief  source  of  recreation  in 
fishing,  being  very  fond  of  the  sport,  and 
displays  considerable  skill  in  angling  for 
the  finny  tribe.  He  is  widely  known  in  Ma- 
comb county,  where  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed,  and  the  fact  that  many  of  his  warm- 
est friends  are  those  with  whom  he  has  been 
acquainted  from  his  boyhood  days  is  an  indi- 
cation that  his  life  has  been  upright  and  hon- 
orable. 


NELSON  M.  PRICE. 

Nelson  M.  Price,  who  is  classed  with  the 
representative  and  prosperous  farmers  of 
Shelby  township,  resides  on  section  7.  He 
was  born  in  Avon  township,  Oakland  county, 
Michigan,  March  30,  1837,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Sallie  (Axford)  Price,  the  for- 
mer born  in  Frederick,  Maryland,  and 
the  latter  in  Warren  county,  New  Jersey.  The 
paternal  grandfather  w^as  Phillip  Price,  who 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  died 
when  Nelson  M.  Price  was  quite  young.  In 
his  family  were  eight  children,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  of  whom  one  daughter  is  yet 
living,  Ellen,  who  has  been  married  twice. 
William  Price  was  a  miller  by  trade  and  came 
to  Michigan  in  1823,  casting  in  his  lot  with 
its  first  settlers.  He  ground  the  first  barrel  of 
flour  in  Oakland  county  and  his  mill,  which 
was  located  in  Avon  township,  he  conducted 
with  success  until  1830,  when  he  purchased  a 
farm  across  the  road  from  the  one  upon  which 
our  subject  now  resides.  He  afterward 
traded  this  farm  for  the  old  mill  again  and 
for  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
in  Avon  township  adjoining  the  mill.  At  a 
later  date  he  again  disposed  of  his  milling 
property  and  gave  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat  and 
for  a  number  of  years  served  as  township 
supervisor,  filling  the  office  at  a  time  when  the 
supervisors  had  to  ride  on  horseback  to  do 
the  assessing  in  the  county,  lie  died  in  1857, 
while  his  wife,  surviving  him  twenty  years, 
passed  away  in  1877.  They  were  the  parents 
of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Maria  became  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Galentine. 
who  was  a  money  loaner  at  Rochester,  New 
York.  Both  are  now  deceased.  They  had 
two  children.  Rachel,  now  seventy-five  years 
of  age,  is  living  at  Stony  Creek,  in  Oakland 


county.  Oscar,  who  was  a  farmer  and  lived 
at  Avon,  in  Oakland  county,  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven  years.  Axford  is  a  retired 
farmer,  living  in  Rochester,  Oakland  county, 
and  he  has  two  living  sons  and  one  deceased. 

Nelson  M.  Price,  the  fifth  member  of  the 
family,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Roch- 
ester and  Romeo,  and  at  Dickinson  Institute. 
After  leaving  school  he  followed  farming  in 
Avon  township,  operating  the  old  homestead 
on  his  own  account.  There  he  remained  for 
about  ten  years,  after  which  he  purchased  the 
old  mill  which  he  conducted  for  eighteen 
months.  lie  then  sold  that  property  and 
bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  he  still  owns.  Throughout  his  entire 
life  he  has  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
and  is  still  an  active  factor  in  farm  work, 
having  to-day  a  well  developed  property 
which  is  an  indication  of  his  life  of  thrift  and 
enterprise. 

Mr.  Price  was  married  in  1869  to  Miss 
Charlotte  G.  Cox,  a  daughter  of  Clarke  and 
Mary  (Wood)  Cox,  both  of  whom  were  repre- 
sentatives of  old  New  York  families.  Mrs. 
Price  was  born  in  Macomb  county,  Michigan, 
December  21,  1844,  and  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Oakland  county.  Her 
parents  were  of  English  lineage  and  spent 
their  childhood  in  the  Empire  state,  after 
which  they  came  to  Michigan  in  its  pioneer 
days.  They  had  one  son,  Byron  L.,  who  is 
living  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Oakland 
county  and  is  married  and  has  a  daughter. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  have  two  children.  The 
son,  Clarke  C,  born  January  24,  1870,  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  and  has  always 
engaged  in  the  raising  of  black  game  cocks 
which  he  sells  throughout  the  country.  He 
has  a  very  large  patronage  and  finds  his  bus- 
iness profitable.  He  uses  incubators  and  gives 
most  of  his  time  to  the  work,  having  been  con- 
nected with  this  business  fifteen  years,  his 
sales  reaching  to  Mexico  and  Canada  as  well 
as  all  portions  of  the  United  States.  The 
daughter,  Clara,  is  the  wife  of  Homer  T. 
Shoup,  who  is  a  motorman  running  between 
Rochester  and  Detroit,  and  they  live  in  the 
former  city.  Mrs.  Shoup  was  born  November 
2,  1872,  and  Avas  educated  in  the  district 
schools. 

In  politics  Mr.  Price  has  always  been  a  dem- 
ocrat, while  his  son  is  a  republican.  He 
served  as  commissioner  of  highways  when 
living  in  Oakland  county.  He  became  a 
Master  Mason  when  twenty-two  years  of  age 
and  now  belongs  to  Rochester  lodge,  No.  5, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has  served  as  sec- 
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retary  for  a  number  of  years.  There  is  now 
a  very  flourishing-  Masonic  organization  at 
Rochester.  He  is  also  identified  with  Roches- 
ter lodge,  No.  77,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Foresters.  He  can  remem- 
ber when  the  country  was  all  wild  and  when 
there  were  deer,  wolves  and  bear  in  the  timber. 
Some  of  the  thriving  towns  and  villages  had 
not  then  sprung  into  existence  and  the  work 
of  improvement  and  progress  lay  largely  in 
the  future.  Mr.  Price  has  borne  his  full  share 
of  the  work  of  upbuilding  and  has  long  been 
accounted  one  of  the  reliable  and  trustworthy 
farmers  of  Shelby  township. 


CHARLES  LONSBY. 

Charles  Lonsby,  the  treasurer  of  the  Lonsby 
Lumber  Company,  Limited,  was  born  in  Clio, 
Genesee  county,  Michigan,  April  27,  1862,  his 
parents  being  Joseph  and  Lucy  Ann  (Web- 
ster) Lonsby,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  The  grand- 
father was  Peter  Lonsby,  a  native  of  Canada. 
The  father  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  New 
York,  July  24,  1837,  and  came  to  Michigan 
in  1854.  He  engaged  in  clerking  for  Price 
Rein,  in  Genesee  county,  and  afterward  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  five  years 
in  Alcona  county,  being  thus  engaged  until 
his  arrival  in  Mount  Clemens,  in  1875.  He 
became  an  extensive  dealer  in  lumber,  shingles, 
lath  and  cedar  posts,  in  Mount  Clemens,  hav- 
ing a  business  which  netted  him  a  good  profit. 
He  was  also  part  owner  of  the  steamboat  Ida 
Burton  and  the  barge  S.  II.  Johnston.  He 
established  his  lumber  business  in  Mount 
Clemens  in  1875,  and  here  continued  until 
1881,  when  he  removed  south  of  the  river. 
He  formed  his  plans  readily,  was  determined 
in  their  execution  and  was  notably  prompt 
and  reliable  in  the  management  of  his  business 
affairs.  He  held  membership  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  also  in  the  Royal  Arcanum  and 
he  died  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucy  Ann 
Webster  and  they  were  married  in  1860. 
They  became  the  parents  of  two  sons — Charles 
and  John,  but  the  latter  is  now  deceased. 

Charles  Lonsby  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Ilarrisville  and  of  Mount 
Clemens,  Michigan,  and  early  in  life  became 
largely  familiar  with  the  lumber  business 
through  the  time  spent  in  his  father's  lumber 
yard.  After  he  had  completed  his  education 
he  was  admitted  by  his  father  to  a  partner- 
ship in  the  business,  in  1882,  under  the  firm 


name  of  Lonsby  &  Son,  and  here  he  has  since 
continued,  carefully  controlling  the  business 
and  developing  a  trade  which  has  reached  ex- 
tensive proportions.  lie  enlarged  his  plant 
and  in  1901  he  organized  the  Lonsby  Lumber 
&  Coal  Company,  Limited,  of  which  he  be- 
came the  treasurer.  This  is  to-day  one  of  the 
leading  industrial  and  commercial  enterprises 
of  the  city  and  as  its  chief  promoter,  Mr. 
Lonsby  ranks  with  the  representative  business 
men  here. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1891,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Charles  Lonsby  and  Miss  Au- 
gusta Breit-Meyer,  a  daughter  of  John  Breit- 
Meyer,  of  Detroit,  and  their  children  are 
Helen  Lucy  and  Catherine  Frederika.  Mr. 
Lonsby  is  a  member  of  Mount  Clemens  lodge, 
No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  with  which  he  has  been 
identified  since  1882,  and  he  has  also  taken 
the  chapter  degrees.  Socially  he  is  a  genial 
gentleman  of  refined  and  cultured  tastes,  find- 
ing his  congenial  friends  in  the  best  class  of 
society.  Honored  and  respected  by  all,  he 
occupies  an  enviable  position  in  commercial 
and  financial  circles  in  Mount  Clemens,  not 
alone  by  reason  of  the  success  he  has  achieved 
but  because  of  the  honorable,  straightforward 
policy  he  has  ever  followed.  It  is  true  that  he 
entered  upon  a  business  already  established, 
but  in  controlling  and  enlarging  this  many  a 
man  of  less  resolute  spirit  would  have  failed. 
He,  however,  was  watchful  of  opportunities, 
recognizing  the  advantages  offered  by  the  busi- 
ness conditions  of  the  present,  and  in  his 
career  has  again  demonstrated  the  fact  that 
success  is  not  a  matter  of  genius  but  is  the 
outcome  of  clear  judgment  and  experience. 


CHARLES   S.   GROESBECK. 

Charles  S.  Goesbeck,  now  deceased,  was  for 
many  years  a  well-known  business  man  of 
Macomb  county,  a  valued  citizen  and  capable 
official.  He  was  born  in  Warren  township, 
this  county,  November  3,  1833,  and  passed 
away  in  Mount  Clemens,  September  1,  1900, 
when  about  sixty-six  years  of  age.  In  his 
youth  he  attended  the  common  schools  and 
wras  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming, 
early  becoming  familiar  with  the  duties  and 
labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist. 
In  his  business  career  he  prospered  and  at 
various  times  he  followed  farming,  milling 
and  the  lumber  business,  dealing  in  lumber, 
staves  and  vessel  property.  A  liberal  patron- 
age was  accorded  him  and  in  the  management 
of   his   business    affairs    he    displayed   sound 
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judgment,  marked  enterprise  and  keen  sa- 
gacity, so  that  his  efforts  brought  to  him  a 
good  financial  return. 

But  it  was  not  alone  in  business  circles 
that  Mr.  Groesbeck  became  prominent,  as  he 
was  recognized  as  a  leader  in  public  affairs 
and  his  views  formed  an  influence  in  molding 
public  thought  and  opinion  in  his  native 
county.  While  living  in  the  second  district 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture, serving  from  1862  until  1864 — am  im- 
portant session,  for  the  Civil  war  was  then 
in  progress.  lie  was  also  supervisor  of  War- 
ren township  at  one  time  and  in  1870  he  was 
elected  county  clerk  of  Macomb  county,  an 
office  which  he  filled  for  eight  years.  He 
served  as  village  councilman  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens before  the  incorporation  of  the  city  and 
was  supervisor  for  the  second  ward.  He 
lived  in  Mount  Clemens  continuously  after 
taking  up  his  abode  there  in  1871  until  about 
four  years  prior  to  his  death,  wrhen  he  re- 
moved to  Detroit,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  but  owing  to  ill-health 
he  returned  to  his  farm,  where  he  remained 
for  a  year,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Mount 
Clemens  a  few  weeks  prior  to  his  death. 

Mr.  Groesbeck  was  married  in  April,  1865, 
to  Miss  Lydia  Beebe  a  daughter  of  John  L. 
and  Esther  (Davy)  Beebe,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Albany,  New  York,  and  the  latter  of 
England.  Her  father  was  a  tinsmith  by 
trade,  but  after  following  that  pursuit  for 
a  number  of  years  he  turned  his  attention  to 
merchandising.  He  died  in  Warren  town- 
ship, Macomb  county,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1900,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  She 
came  with  her  parents  to  Michigan  when 
twelve  years  of  age,  the  family  settling  in 
Detroit.  After  her  marriage  she  removed 
with  her  husband  to  Quincy,  Illinois,  where 
they  were  living  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Mrs.  Groesbeck.  Later  they 
returned  to  Macomb  county.  Mrs.  Groes- 
beck is  the  eldest  in  their  family  of  eight 
children  and  the  others  still  living  are : 
Theresa,  the  wife  of  Edward  Tharett,  of 
Mount  Clemens;  Lillian,  the  wife  of  Archi- 
bald Lyons,  of  Warren,  Macomb  county;  Lor- 
enzo V.;  and  Henrietta.  Samuel  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  while  the  others  died 
in  infancy. 


died  November  18,  1900,  and  the  others  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  Groesbeck  led  a  very  busy  and  useful 
life  and  through  his  industry  he  accumulated 
a  good  property.  He  had  many  warm  friends 
whose  regard  he  richly  deserved.  He  was  up- 
right in  every  relation  of  life,  was  kind  and 
considerate  and  wrill  long  be  held  in  affection- 
ate remembrance.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Mount  Clemens  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Hunting  and  Fishing  Club  and  other  local 
organizations  and  he  also  held  membership 
in  St.  Peter's  Catholic  church.  His  wTidow 
and  children  yet  reside  in  Mount  Clemens 
and  have  a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  city. 


Unto   Mr.   and  Mrs. 
eleven  children,  eight 
namely :     Mrs.   Harry 


Groesbeck  were   born 

of     whom  are  living, 

M.      Hamilton,   Mrs. 


Prank     G.     Lennebacker,     Josephine,     John 
Frank,  Henry,  Howard  and  Raymond.  Anna 


GEORGE  W.  BARTLETT. 

George  W.  Bartlett,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  in  Memphis,  conducting  one 
of  the  leading  stores  of  that  enterprising  town, 
was  born  in  Pontiac,  Michigan,  December  7, 
1865.  His  parents  are  Harold  J.  and  Rose  L. 
(Keyo)  Bartlett,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of 
the  Empire  state.  The  grandfather,  James 
Bartlett,  was  born  in  England  about  1800, 
and  with  his  family  came  to  America,  settling 
in  New  York  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  the  '50 's  when  he  came  to  Michigan, 
taking  up  his  abode  in  Oakland,  where  his  re- 
maining days  were  passed.  Under  the  paren- 
tal roof  Harold  J.  Bartlett  was  reared  and 
with  his  parents  came  to  the  west.  At  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war  he  responded  to  the 
country's  call  for  aid  and  with  patriotic  spirit 
joined  the  First  Michigan  Artillery,  with 
which  he  was  connected  for  four  years  and  two 
months,  seeing  much  active  service  during  that 
time.  He  participated  in  the  important  bat- 
tles of  Missionary  Ridge,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Stony  Creek  and  others,  and  made  a  most 
creditable  military  record,  displaying  valor 
upon  many  a  battlefield.  Following  the  close 
of  the  war  he  came  to  Memphis  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  harness  business  in  which  he  con- 
tinued uninterruptedly  and  with  a  gratifying 
measure  of  success  until  1882,  when  he  retired 
from  active  business  life  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  E.  A.  Bartlett,  who  still  continues 
the  business.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  enjoyed  the  high 
regard  not  only  of  his  old  comrades  who  wore 
the  blue  but  all  writh  wdiom  he  was  associated 
in  business  or  social  life.  His  family  num- 
bered three  children. 

George  W.  Bartlett,  the  second  child,  spent 
his  school  days  in  Memphis  and  after  putting 
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aside  his  text-books  learned  the  harness 
maker's  trade  with  his  father,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  follow  in  his  father 's  store  until  the 
latter 's  death.  He  afterward  worked  for  a 
short  time  in  the  store  but  in  1898  entered 
upon  an  active  mercantile  career,  purchasing 
the  hardware  store  and  stove  business  of  Wade 
&  By  water,  the  store  being  located  in  the 
central  part  of  the  village.  Here  he  has  since 
successfully  continued  business,  carrying  a 
full  and  complete  line  of  general  hardware, 
stoves  and  in  fact  everything  usually  found  in 
a  first  class  establishment  of  this  character. 
The  public  accords  him  a  liberal  patronage  by 
reason  of  his  straightforward  business  meth- 
ods, his  fair  prices  and  his  earnest  desire  to 
please  his  patrons. 

In  February,  1899,  Mr.  Bartlett  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Emma  Brown,  a  native  of  Rich- 
mond township  and  a  daughter  of  Oleander 
Brown,  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
that  township.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Eunice.  Mr.  Bartlett  and  his  wife  have  a 
large  circle  of  warm  friends  and  their  own 
home  is  noted  for  its  generous  and  gracious 
hospitality.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  affairs  relating  to  the  village  and  its  wel- 
fare, was  one  of  the  village  trustees  and  for 
two  years  served  as  township  treasurer.  His 
social  relations  are  with  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, the  Maccabees  and  the  Mutual  Benevo- 
lent Association. 


JAMES  MADISON  HATHAWAY. 

James  Madison  Hathaway,  now  deceased, 
was  for  many  years  an  active,  practical  and 
enterprising  farmer  of  Richmond  township. 
He  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  June 
11,  1829,  a  son  of  Hiram  Hathaway.  There 
he  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth, 
his  education  being  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  and  on  the  23d  of  April,  1854,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jane  P.  Dunham, 
who  was  born  in  Henrietta,  Orleans  county, 
New  York,  December  9,  1834.  Her  father 
was  Daniel  D.  Dunham,  a  native  of  Batavia, 
New  York,  and  the  grandfather,  Daniel 
Dunham,  Sr.,  was  also  born  in  that  place. 
The  family  is  of  English  lineage  and  came 
to  America  in  colonial  days.  Among  the 
ancestors  of  the  family  were  those  who 
served  the  country  in  the  war  of  1812.  In 
the  maternal  line  Mrs.  Hathaway  is  descend- 
ed from  the  Clark  family,  which  wTas  repre- 
sented in  the  Revolutionary  war.  In  1838 
Daniel  D.  Dunham  came  to  Michigan  and  set- 


tled in  the  township  of  Armada,  Macomb 
county,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days, 
devoting  his  energies  to  the  occupation  of 
farming.  His  children  were :  Mrs,.  Hath- 
away;  Orson,  who  spent  his  life  in  Armada 
and  died  in  August,  1899 ;  Amanda,  who  was 
married  in  1858  to  Horace  Sutton,  a  resi- 
dent of  Macomb  county,  who  died  in  June, 
1903 ;  Emeline,  deceased ;  Cordelia,  who  died 
in  1890 ;  Eunice,  who  died  in  1877 ;  and  Mar- 
tin, who  is  living  in  Linn,  St.  Clair  county, 
Michigan. 

Following  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hathaway  began  their  domestic  life  on  a 
farm  in  Richmond  towTnship,  Macomb  coun- 
ty. He  was  a  millwright  by  trade  and  also 
followed  carpentering  and  farming,  and  a 
great  many  houses  now  stand  as  an  evidence 
of  his  handiwork.  He  gave  much  of  his  atten- 
tion, however,  to  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  cultivated  and  developed  an  ex- 
cellent tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  acres 
in  Richmond  township,  making  it  a  very 
productive  and  well-improved  farm.  He 
worked  earnestly  and  persistently,  realizing 
that  diligence  and  perseverance  are  the  foun- 
dation of  all  substantial  and  desirable  suc- 
cess, and  thus  as  years  passed  he  accumu- 
lated a  comfortable  competence.  The  home 
was  also  blessed  by  the  presence  of  four  chil- 
dren :  Ann,  who  is  now  living  with  her 
mother  in  their  home  in  Richmond;  Addie, 
who  died  March  7,  1892 ;  Dorrance  R.,  a  far- 
mer of  Richmond  township;  and  Nellie,  who 
died  September  30,  1872.  Mr.  Hathaway  de- 
parted this  life  on  the  29th  of  January,  1901. 
For  many  years  he  had  been  accounted  one 
of  the  respected  citizens  of  his  community. 
He  served  as  supervisor  for  one  year  and 
for  two  terms  filled  the  office  of  postmaster 
in  Richmond  under  President  Cleveland.  His 
political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  demo- 
cratic party  and  all  who  knew  him  respected 
him  for  his  fidelity,  his  honorable  principles 
and  his  upright  manhood. 


JOHN  W.  IRWIN. 


John  W.  Irwin,  city  engineer  of  Mount 
Clemens,  was  born  here  December  18,  1872, 
his  parents  being  John  and  Nellie  (Devaney) 
Irwin,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Canada 
although  their  ancestors  came  originally  from 
Ireland.  The  father  took  up  his  abode  in 
Mount  Clemens  in  1872.  In  the  spring  of 
1873  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Harrison  town- 
ship and  has  since  carried  on  general  agricul- 
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tural  pursuits  and  stock-raising'  upon  a  tract 
of  land  which  he  purchased  almost  a  third  of 
a  century  ago.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  seven  children:  Gussie,  John  W., 
Edward,  Charles,  Catherine,  Georgia  and 
James,  all  living  in  Macomb  county. 

John  W.  Irwin  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  being  graduated  from  the  high  school 
of  Mount  Clemens  in  1892.  He  afterward  en- 
tered the  University  of  Michigan,  completing 
a  course  in  the  civil  engineering  department, 
with  the  class  of  1896.  He  was  employed  the 
same  year*  in  railroad  construction  and  in 
platting  and  in  1897  he  was  appointed  city 
engineer  of  Mount  Clemens  by  A.  T.  Donald- 
son, who  was  then  mayor.  He  has  been  ap- 
pointed under  each  successive  administration 
whether  the  chief  executive  of  the  city  has 
been  a  republican  or  democrat.  The  brick 
pavement  of  the  city  was  laid  during  his  first 
year  in  office  and  he  was  also  in  charge  of  the 
sewer  system  by  virtue  of  his  position  of  city 
engineer.  He  also  established  the  grades  of 
the  city,  making  them  uniform.  lie  laid  out 
the  only  brick  sewer  in  Mount  Clemens,  de- 
signing, platting  and  looking  after  the  work. 
This  sewer  is  one  and  a  half  miles  in  length 
and  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Irwin 
is  a  democrat.  His  thorough  and  comprehen- 
sive training  as  well  as  his  practical  experience 
well  equips  him  for  the  office  which  he  is  now 
filling. 

Mr.  Irwin  is  a  valued  and  popular  member 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Mount 
Clemens  Club,  and  of  the  last  named  he  is  a 
director.  He  has  gained  the  friendship  of 
many  by  reason  of  his  genial  spirit,  kindly 
nature  and  deference  for  the  opinions  of 
others. 


HENRY  J.  BERZ. 

Henry  J.  Berz,  a  farmer  of  Sterling  town- 
ship and  the  treasurer  of  the  Warren  Cream- 
ery Company,  was  born  in  Germany,  May  7, 
1851,  and  is  a  son  of  George  B.  and  Elizabeth 
(Schneider)  Berz.  The  parents  were  born  in 
Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany,  both  on  the  16th 
of  October,  1811,  were  confirmed  on  the  same 
day,  were  educated  in  the  same  school  and 
were  married  on  their  twenty-fifth  birthday, 
while  on  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  they 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  The  father 
died  in  October,  1893,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years  and  his  remains  were  interred  in 


Warren  cemetery.  The  mother  survived  until 
1904,  passing  away  when  ninety-two  years  of 
age.  In  early  manhood  the  father  began 
teaching  and  followed  that  profession  for 
twenty-five  years  in  one  school  in  Germany. 
He  came  to  America  in  1824,  settling  at  Roch- 
ester, New  York,  where  he  remained  for  six 
months  and  then  came  to  Michigan.  Here  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land  which  he  owned  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  possessed  considerable  musical  talent  and 
was  an  instructor  in  piano  music  after  coming 
to  this  state.  He  also  superintended  his  farm- 
ing operations  and  developed  a  good  home 
property.  In  the  family  were  seven  children, 
four  of  whom  came  with  their  parents  to 
America.  Three  of  the  number  are  yet  living. 
Those  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new 
world  are  as  follows :  Eliza,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Edward  Schuster,  of  Warren  town- 
ship, and  died  leaving  five  sons  who  survive 
her;  George  P.,  who  has  always  followed  farm- 
ing and  lives  on  section  28,  is  married  and  had 
eight  children  of  whom  six  are  living;  Kate  is 
the  wife  of  George  Berz,  postmaster  of  one 
of  the  divisions  of  the  Chicago  postoffice.  He 
was  also  coroner  for  two  terms  in  Chicago. 
By  a  former  marriage  he  had  two  sons  and 
one  is  county  undertaker  and  all  are  promi- 
nent in  political  circles  in  that  city. 

Henry  J.  Berz,  the  youngest  member  of  his 
father's  family,  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  for  the  educational  privileges  he  en- 
joyed. He  was  only  three  years  of  age  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  new  world  and 
he  has  always  lived  upon  the  old  home  farm, 
having  to-day  one  hundred  acres  of  rich  land 
on  section  32,  Sterling  township.  He  has 
made  many  improvements  upon  his  place, 
erecting  a  house  and  good  barns  and  added  all 
modern  equipments  such  as  facilitate  the  farm 
work  and  render  the  place  of  greater  value. 

He  has  also  dealt  in  real  estate,  has  owned 
considerable  property  in  Mount  Clemens  and 
now  owns  property  in  Detroit,  including  two 
dwelling  houses  which  he  rents.  In  connec- 
tion with  his  general  farming  operations  he 
has  been  a  stockholder  and  treasurer  of  the 
Warren  creamery  since  its  establishment  in 
1901. 

In  1888  Mr.  Berz  wTas  married  to  Miss 
Louise  May,  a  daughter  of  Herman  and  Cath- 
arine (Metzger)  May.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Saxony  and  her  mother  was  also  a  native 
of  Germany,  in  which  country  the  father 
learned  the  trade  of  a  saddler  and  harness- 
maker.  He  likewise  became  an  upholsterer. 
He  was  born  in  1811  and  his  wife  in  1833  and 
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in  1848  she  came  to  America.  Becoming  a 
resident  of  Michigan  at  an  early  day  Mr.  May 
made  his  home  in  Detroit  and  was  a  passenger 
on  the  first  Michigan  Central  railroad  train 
that  ran  out  of  that  city.  He  also  acted  as 
surveyor  of  the  Lake  Superior  region  of  upper 
Michigan  and  was  a  material  factor  in  the 
development  and  improvement  of  the  state. 
In  1853  he  married  Miss  Metzger  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  eleven  children  of  whom 
nine  are  living :  Lena,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Bell,  a  farmer  living  in  St.  Clair, 
Michigan,  and  they  had  six  children  of  whom 
four  survive.  Dora  is  the  wife  of  George 
Erb  of  Detroit,  state  agent  for  the  MeCormick 
Harvester  Works,  and  their  only  child  is  de- 
ceased. Charles,  a  contractor  living  in  St. 
Clair,  Michigan,  had  a  family  of  five  children, 
having  lost  one.  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Ernest 
Blodel,  a  carpet  salesman  of  Detroit,  and  they 
have  three  children.  Mrs.  Berz  is  the  fifth  of 
the  family.  George,  a  glazier  of  Detroit,  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  Herman,  who 
is  single,  is  a  ranch  owner  of  Montana.  The- 
odore, a  ranchman  of  Montana,  is  married  and 
has  one  child.  Rose  is  the  wife  of  George 
Eckstein,  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens  and 
the  sheriff  of  Macomb  county.  They  have  one 
child. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berz  have  been  born  four 
children :  Catharine  Elizabeth,  who  was  born 
December  29,  1889 ;  Marian  May,  born  Febru- 
ary 14,  1897;  Milton  Henry,  January  10, 
1902 ;  and  Margaret,  December  4,  1904.  The 
two  elder  children  are  attending  school.  Mr. 
Berz  belongs  to  the  Grange  at  Warren  of 
which  his  wife  is  also  a  member.  In  politics 
he  has  always  been  a  republican.  They  are 
people  of  sterling  worth,  held  in  high  esteem 
and  they  enjoy  the  confidence  and  friendship 
of  many  with  whom  they  have  been  associated. 


EDGAR  J.  SALISBURY. 

Edgar  J.  Salisbury,  a  real  estate,  loan  and 
insurance  agent  at  Mount  Clemens,  is  a  man  of 
much  natural  talent,  of  strong  individuality, 
of  good  intellectual  force  and  keen  discrimina- 
tion, and  in  the  varied  relations  of  life  in 
which  he  has  been  found  he  has  commanded 
the  respect  and  good  will  of  his  fellow  towns- 
men. He  was  born  in  Theresa,  Jefferson 
county,  New  York,  March  26,  1844,  and  comes 
of  English  ancestry,  the  family  having  been 
founded  in  America  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  ago.  His  parents  were  Joshua  and 
Rachel    (Carpenter)    Salisbury,   both  natives 


of  the  Empire  state.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven  years,  while  his  wife  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  In  their  family 
were  four  children:  Percival,  who  died  in 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  in  1898,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight  years;  Charlotte,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Day,  of  North  Branch,  Lapeer  county, 
Michigan;  Edgar  J.;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of 
William  Copeland,  also  of  North  Branch, 
Michigan. 

Edgar  J.  Salisbury,  of  this  review,  came  to 
Michigan  fifty-three  years  ago  when  the  state 
was  largely  wild  and  unimproved.  He  pursued 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lapeer 
county  and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books 
he  was  employed  in  various  ways,  largely  fol- 
lowing farming  and  lumbering,  however.  Up 
to  one  quarter  of  a  century  ago  his  operations 
were  confined  to  Lapeer  county.  He  then 
came  to  Mount  Clemens  as  manager  for  the 
Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company,  filling  that 
position  from  1881  until  1887,  being  em- 
ployed by  the  company  as  district  manager, 
while  a  large  number  of  men  served  under 
him.  In  the  latter  year  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business 
in  Mount  Clemens  and  has  since  continued 
in  this  line  with  constantly  growing  success, 
lie  was  a  prime  mover  in  laying  off  the  Riley 
and  Heubner  addition,  lie  handled  the  Hub- 
bard estate,  comprising  two  hundred  and  fifty 
lots  which  he  sold  and  he  has  also  greatly  im- 
proved many  other  pieces  of  property.  He 
is  now  conducting  a  large  real  estate,  fire  in- 
surance and  loan  business,  also  makes  collec- 
tions and  has  a  good  clientage  in  each  depart- 
ment of  his  business.  He  has  conducted  many 
important  realty  transfers  and  through  his 
efforts  in  this  direction  has  contributed  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  improvement  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Salisbury  was  elected  police  judge  in 
1886,  on  the  democratic  ticket,  and  on  the  ex- 
piration of  his  first  term  of  four  years  he  was 
re-elected  so  that  he  continued  to  fill  the  office 
until  1895.  He  is  a  man  of  natural  talent, 
capable  of  organizing  and  promoting  new  ven- 
tures and  whatever  he  undertakes  he  carries 
forward  to  success.  This  same  executive  force 
and  business  discernment  have  made  him  a 
valued  representative  of  a  number  of  fraternal 
organizations.  He  belongs  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees,  and  he  organized  the  local  Wood- 
men cam j),  closing  the  charter  with  seventy- 
two  members.  He  was  the  principal  officer  for 
two  years.  He  was  also  district  deputy  of  the 
OddFellows  Societv  of  Michigan  for  one  term 
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and  six  times  has  been  representative  from  the 
local  lodge  to  the  grand  lodge.  In  Mount 
Clemens  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Maccabees  Tent  in  1886,  closing  the  charter 
with  twenty-two  members.  He  acted  as  com- 
mander for  the  tent  for  eight  years,  was  repre- 
sentative in  the  grand  camp  for  eight  years 
and  was  one  of  a  committee  of  three  to  try  a 
case  against  Valley  City  Tent  No.  496,  in  1905. 
After  hearing  the  evidence  in  the  case  and 
the  arguments  pro  and  con,  Mr.  Salisbury 
made  a  minority  report,  which  was  adopted  by 
the  grand  camp  of  the  Modern  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  lie  was  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  new  business  and  recommended  to  the 
grand  camp  the  admission  of  ladies  to  an  aux- 
iliary organization.  This  measure  was  adopted 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Salisbury  was  married,  October  9,  1873, 
to  Miss  Louise  Ilosner,  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
Hosner,  of  Romeo,  Michigan.  They  have  one 
child,  Frances,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
R.  Withe,  of  Port  Huron,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  government  mail  service.  Few  men  are 
more  prominent  or  widely  known  in  the  enter- 
prising city  of  Mount  Clemens  than  Mr.  Salis- 
bury. He  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
business  circles  and  his  popularity  is  well  de- 
served, as  in  him  are  embraced  the  character- 
istics of  an  unbending  integrity,  unabating 
energy  and  industry  that  never  flags.  He  is 
public  spirited  and  thoroughly  interested  in 
whatever  tends  to  promote  the  moral,  intellec- 
tual and  material  welfare  of  Mount  Clemens. 


FRANK  W.   PREUSSEL. 

Frank  W.  Preussel,  who  is  connected  with 
business  interests  in  Mount  Clemens  as  a  man- 
ufacturer of  acetylene  gas  generators  and  a 
shipper  of  Panacea  water,  was  born  in  Ches- 
terfield township,  Macomb  county,  August  8, 
1869,  a  son  of  James  and  Sophia  (Trost) 
Preussel,  who  were  natives  of  Germany  and 
became  early  residents  of  this  county.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
township  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  when  he  became  a  student  in  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  school  at  New  Baltimore,  and 
while  there  was  confirmed.  He  also  attended 
the  high  school  at  New  Baltimore  and  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1886.  The  follow- 
ing year  was  spent  in  Detroit  Business 
College,  of  which  he  is  a  graduate  of  the  class 
of  1887  and  he  entered  business  life  as  a 
clerk  in  the  Wayne  county  poorhouse  under 
James    Gillispie,    poormaster.      After    filling 


that  position  for  two  years  he  resigned  in 
December,  1888,  and  became  bookkeeper  for 
Robert  Posner  in  a  hardware  business  in 
Mount  Clemens.  A  few  months  later  he  be- 
gan business  for  himself  in  partnership  with 
M.  M.  Smith,  opening  a  hardware  store  on 
Front  street  in  a  building  erected  by  Captain 
William  DuLac.  They  conducted  the  store 
under  the  firm  name  of  Smith  &  Preussel, 
the  junior  member  remaining  in  the  firm  until 
after  his  election  to  the  office  of  register  of 
deeds.  He  then  sold  his  hardware  business 
to  Glover  &  Ferrin  and  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  acetylene  gas  generators,  in  which 
business  he  is  still  interested.  He  also  origin- 
ated the  business  conducted  under  the  name  of 
the  Panacea  Springs  at  the  corner  of  Crocker 
avenue  and  Second  street,  utilizing  the  medic- 
inal waters  there.  His  place  was  opened  June 
4,  1903,  Mr.  Preussel  erecting  a  building  for 
the  benefit  of  patrons.  This  is  a  large  spacious 
hall,  surrounded  by  broad  porches  and  the 
stranger  visiting  Mount  Clemens  can  here  stay 
and  drink  the  curing  waters,  accommodations 
being  sufficient  for  five  hundred  people.  There 
is  a  park  in  the  rear  of  the  place  with  a  show 
tent  and  other  attractions.  The  water  is  pure 
drinking  mineral  water  with  health  restoring 
ingredients  and  its  use  is  recommended  by  all 
physicians.  An  important  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness is  the  shipping  of  the  water,  thousands 
of  gallons  being  shipped  annually  to  New 
York  city  and  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 
In  fact  this  is  one  of  the  leading  waters  sold 
on  the  market  and  it  is  all  that  its  name- 
Panacea — implies. 

Mr.  Preussel  figures  prominently  in  politi- 
cal circles  in  Mount  Clemens.  While  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  in  1894  he  was 
elected  alderman  of  the  third  ward,  the  first 
republican  candidate  ever  chosen  from  that 
ward.  He  continued  a  member  of  the  council 
until  elected  register  of  deeds  on  the  republi- 
can ticket  in  1895  by  a  majority  of  ten  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight,  when  the  usual  demo- 
cratic majority  of  the  county  is  about  one 
thousand.  He  was  re-elected  in  1895  by  a 
majority  of  nearly  one  thousand  votes  and  his 
flattering'  majorities  are  certainly  indicative 
of  a  personal  popularity  and  also  show  the 
trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his 
fellow  townsmen.  Mr.  Preussel  is  an  earnest 
worker  in  republican  ranks  and  his  efforts 
have  been  effective  and  far-reaching.  Frater- 
nally he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  with  the  Loyal  Guards. 

Mr.  Preussel  was  married  October  9,  1895, 
to  Miss  Mary  Mcintosh,  a  daughter  of  William 
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and  Mary  (Douglass)  Mcintosh,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan,  who  were  natives  of  Scotland  and  in 
1855  became  residents  of  Canada,  whence  they 
removed  to  New  York  city  in  1866.  In  1869 
they  located  at  Niagara  Falls  and  afterward 
went  to  St.  Catharines,  Ontario,  and  later 
settled  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  their  re- 
maining days  were  passed,  Mr.  Mcintosh  de- 
parting this  life  in  1888  and  his  wife  in  1900. 
He  was  a  mechanic  by  trade.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children,  those  living  being:  Annie, 
the  wife  of  Lawrence  (1.  Cross,  of  the  firm  of 
Cross  Brothers,  of  Detroit ;  Henry,  of  Mount 
Clemens;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Christie,  paying  teller  in  the  Commercial  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Detroit;  William  D.,  who  is 
compositor  in  the  Journal  office,  in  Detroit; 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Preussel.  Those  deceased  are : 
John,  Charles  and  Peter  Mcintosh. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Preussel  have  a  wide  and 
favorable  acquaintance  in  Mount  Clemens  and 
he  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  citizens 
here,  where  for  many  years  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  business.  He  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  maintenance  of  the  commercial 
activity  of  the  city  and  in  furthering  the  in- 
terests of  republicanism,  and  success  in  com- 
mercial affairs  has  come  to  him  as  a  legitimate 
result  of  well  applied  energy,  unflagging  de- 
termination and  persistent  purpose. 


JAMES  N.  EWELL. 


James  N.  Ewell,  who  follows  farming  in 
Shelby  township,  was  born  November  20, 
1832,  in  this  township,  his  parents  being 
Philander  and  Lydia  A.  (Wells)  Ewell.  Of 
their  family  five  are  yet  living,  the  daugh- 
ters being  Mrs.  Malvina  Bronson,  who  lives 
in  Stony  Creek,  Oakland  county,  Michigan, 
and  has  five  children;  Mrs,  Mary  A.  Ward, 
a  widow,  whose  husband  was  a  farmer  of 
Ionia  county  and  who  had  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  but  the  latter  is  deceased;  Mrs. 
Sarah  Krolick,  who  is  a  widow,  living  in 
Detroit,  and  has  five  children;  and  Mrs. 
Viola  Cruttenden,  who  is  a  widow,  living 
in  Seattle,  Washington,  and  has  two  sons, 
while  her  daughter  is  deceased. 

James  N.  Ewell  pursued  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  in  1855,  when  about 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  began  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account  on  the  tract  of  land 
which  he  now  owns  and  operates.  Here 
he  has  resided  continuously,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  brief  period  of  five  years  spent 
in  Utica   and  Rochester.     He   owTns   in   the 


home  place  one  hundred  and  ninety-five 
acres,  and  he  has  elsewhere  eighty-four 
acres,  so  that  his  landed  possessions  now 
aggregate  twro  hundred  and  eighty  acres, 
which  is  worth  fifty  dollars  per  acre.  All 
is  well  improved  and  the  splendid  condi- 
tion of  the  farm  is  largely  attributable  to 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Ewell,  who  is  practical 
and  progressive  in  all  his  work. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1855,  Mr.  Ewell  was 
married  to  Miss  Elsie  A.  Cannon,  who  was 
born  in  Saratoga  county,  New  York,  and  is 
of  Scotch  descent.  Five  children  have  been 
born  of  this  marriage:  Lydia  M.,  born  July 
27,  1856,  died  October  7,  1873.  Herbert  P., 
born  June  23,  1862,  was  educated  in  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  pur- 
sued a  course  in  chemistry  and  medicine. 
He  was  a  practicing  physician  at  Rochester 
until  1905.  He  is  now  interested  in  a  new7 
process  gold-separating  machine,  his  own  in- 
vention, which  is  pronounced  a  great  suc- 
cess. He  married  and  has  one  son,  J.  Mac. 
Ada  M.,  born  August  31,  1865,  is  at  home. 
George  N.,  born  September  26,  1871,  is  mar- 
ried and  has  a  daughter,  Elsie  A.  Cannon. 
Frankie,  born  August  9,  1876,  died  on  the 
9th  of  December  of  the  same  year. 

Mr.  Ewell  is  a  democrat  in  his  political 
affiliations  and  has  served  as  road  commis- 
sioner. He  is  a  Universalist  in  religious 
faith,  and  to  the  same  church  his  wife  be- 
longed. She  died,  however,  March  3,  1891, 
and  her  loss  was  deeply  regretted  by  many 
friends,  for  she  possessed  excellent  traits  of 
heart  and  mind.  Mr.  Ewell  has  led  an  active 
and  energetic  life  and  has  done  his  full 
share  for  the  improvement  and  upbuilding 
of  the  county.  He  was  one  of  the  two  men 
who  built  the  brick  schoolhouse  in  his  dis- 
trict. He  has  watched  the  county  develop 
from  a  wilderness  and  has  had  many  expe- 
riences which  are  unknown  to  the  young  men 
of  to-day.  He  helped  to  clear  the  land  on 
his  father's  farm  and  assisted  in  the  arduous 
task  of  placing  the  fields  under  cultivation. 
Now  he  has  a  valuable  home  property  and 
in  his  agricultural  pursuits  is  meeting  with 
well-merited  success. 


JOHN  M.  SPALLER. 

John  M.  Spaller,  who  follows  farming  on 
section  17,  Chesterfield  township,  was  born, 
November  7,  1881,  in  Macomb  county,  his 
parents  being  Fred  and  Mary  (Matthews) 
Spaller.      The    father   was   born   in    Prussia, 


JAMES  N.  EWELL. 


PHILANDER  EWELL 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  MACOMB  COUNTY 


165 


Germany,  October  31,  1814,  and  there  fol- 
lowed fanning.  When  of  age  he  was  drafted 
into  the  army  as  a  member  of  the  First  King's 
Grenadier  Regiment,  and  was  in  active  service 
in  the  Franco-Prussian  war,  Prince  Frederick 
Carl  being  commander-in-chief.  lie  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Gravelotte  and  the  siege 
of  Metz,  where  he  was  in  the  trenches  for 
eighty  days.  He  was  also  at  Campenzer  and 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  war  was  in  the  divis- 
ion under  command  of  Crown  Prince  Fred- 
erick, lie  fought  in  the  battles  of  Delay 
and  Pontlier  on  the  Switzerland  boundary, 
driving  the  French  army  into  the  mountains 
where  they  were  kept  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  After  five  years'  military  service  Mr. 
Spaller  was  discharged  and  not  long  after- 
ward came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 
1872  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  worked  as 
a  carpenter  in  the  central  car  shops  until  1888, 
when  he  purchased  the  (hid worth  farm  on  the 
Gratiot  road  in  Chesterfield  township.  There 
he  at  once  began  making  improvements,  for 
the  farm  was  in  poor  condition,  but  after 
much  hard  work  he  wrought  a  splendid  trans- 
formation. He  has  built  barns  and  fences, 
has  done  much  tiling  and  moved  the  house 
from  the  south  farm  to  its  present  location, 
and  to-day  his  property  is  attractive  in  ap- 
pearance and  gives  evidence  of  his  careful 
supervision. 

Frederick  Spaller  was  married  in  Detroit, 
in  1873,  to  Miss  Riga  Rose,  a  daughter  of 
John  Rose,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  one  son, 
William,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Chicago, 
being  a  machinist  with  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western Railroad  Company.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  in  1875  and  Mr.  Spaller  was  mar- 
ried in  1877  to  Miss  Mary  Matthews,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Christ  and  Julia  Matthews,  of  Mount 
Clemens.  By  this  marriage  there  were  four 
children,  but  John  M.,  the  third,  is  the  only 
one  living.  Paul  and  Hugo  died  in  Detroit, 
in  infancy,  and  Mabel  died  on  the  home  farm, 
at  the  age  of  nine  years. 

John  M.  Spaller  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  until  twelve  years  of  age,  after  which 
he  spent  two  years  as  a  student  in  the  German 
Lutheran  school  and  later  two  years  in  the 
Miles  Business  College  at  Detroit,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  June,  1899.  He  then  re- 
turned home  and  began  farming  with  his 
father  and  to  this  work  has  since  devoted  his 
energies,  lie  married  Miss  Mary  Feuerhack, 
a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Johanna  Feuerhack  of 
St.  Clair  county.  Michigan,  who  were  natives 
of  Germany  and  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1882,  at  which  time  they  purchased  a  farm 


on  Church  road  in  St,  Clair  county.  Mrs. 
Spaller  is  their  fourth  child  and  the  only  one 
living  in  a  family  of  ten.  Her  father  died 
in  October,  1887,  and  her  mother  removed  to 
Macomb  county  in  1902,  she  and  her  brother 
now  living  on  a  farm  in  Chesterfield  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spaller  are  a  well  known  young 
couple  who  enjoy  the  esteem  and  good  will  of 
many  friends. 


CHARLES  C.  BRADLEY. 

Charles  C.  Bradley  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  old  families  of  New  England,  the 
original  American  ancestors  of  Captain  Brad- 
ley having  come  from  England  in  1634,  set- 
tling in  Connecticut.  Representatives  of  the 
name  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Ethan 
Allen  Bradley,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
became  a  resident  of  Vermont.  Collins  Brad- 
ley, the  father,  was  born  in  the  Green  Moun- 
tain state  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1840, 
settling  in  Detroit.  He  was  at  one  time  sec- 
retary for  William  H.  Seward  and  at  an  early 
day  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he 
engaged  in  business  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  P.  Ilayden  &  Company.  He  afterward 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Columbus,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  sad- 
dlery business.  He  married  Juliet  E.  White, 
who  was  educated  in  Auburn,  New  York. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  advanced  age  of 
e  i  gh  t y- 1  h  r ee  y e a  r s . 

Charles  C.  Bradley  was  born  in  Detroit,  No- 
vember 21,  1840,  and  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  and  high  schools  of  Romeo,  Michi- 
gan, and  was  afterward  engaged  in  teaching 
in  the  vicinity  of  Romeo  for  six  years.  He 
then  went  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars,  but  in 
1870  returned  to  Romeo,  where  he  continued 
in  the  same  line  of  business  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  11.  W.  Bradley  &  Brother,  this  rela- 
tion being  maintained  until  the  fall  of  1902. 
Mr.  Bradley  was  elected  on  the  republican 
ticket  to  the  office  of  county  clerk,  with  a  ma- 
jority of  one  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  that 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  the  position  in  a 
manner  highly  satisfactory  to  the  general  pub- 
lic is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  re- 
elected with  a  majority  of  thirteen  hundred 
and  seventy-six.  Previous  to  this  time  he  had 
become  an  active  factor  in  local  political 
circles,  having  filled  various  positions  in 
Romeo,  where  he  was  president  of  the  village 
for  seven  terms,  a  member  of  the  council  for 
two  terms,  clerk  of  the  village  for  two  terms, 
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president  of  the  board  of  education  for  nine- 
teen years  and  treasurer  for  both  the  village 
and  township. 

In  August,  1870,  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  Mr. 
Bradley  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Thomp- 
son, a"  daughter  of  William  Thompson,  of 
Toledo,  Ohio.  She  was  born  in  England  and 
by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of 
three  children:  Sadie,  the  wife  of  Bernard 
L.  Chubb,  of  Romeo ;  Frank,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  in  Bentley,  Michigan; 
and  Charles  C,  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens. 

Mr.  Bradley  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity,  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the 
Maccabees.  He  is  a  representative  of  our 
best  type  of  American  manhood  and  chivalry. 
By  perseverance,  determination  and  honorable 
effort  he  has  overthrown  the  obstacles  which 
barred  his  path  to  success  and  reached  the 
goal  of  prosperity,  while  his  genuine  worth, 
broad  mind  and  public  spirit  have  made  him 
a  director  of  public  thought  and  action. 


AMOS  0.  CRISSMAN. 

Among  the  retired  farmers  who  are  pleas- 
antly located  in  comfortable  homes  in  Romeo 
is  Amos  0.  Crissman,  who  since  1830  has  lived 
in  Macomb  county.  He  is  to-day  one  of  its 
most  venerable  citizens,  having  reached  the 
age  of  eighty-seven  years,  and  now  in  the 
evening  of  life  he  can  look  back  over  the  past 
without  regret,  for  his  career  has  been  charac- 
terized by  activity  in  business  and  honor  in 
all  his  relations  with  his  fellowmen.  He  was 
born  in  Warren  county,  New  Jersey,  October 
8,  1818,  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  Crissman 
and  a  brother  of  M.  II.  Crissman,  whose  sketch 
is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  family 
came  to  Michigan  in  1830  and  the  father 
purchased  land  to  which  he  afterward  added 
from  time  to  time  until  his  possessions  aggre- 
gated six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  made 
a  good  farm  and  continued  to  reside  thereon 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1861,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  in  1855. 

Amos  0.  Crissman  was  about  twelve  years 
of  age  when  he  came  to  Michigan.  All  around 
was  an  unbroken  wilderness,  few  settlements 
having  been  made  within  the  borders  of  this 
county,  while  the  cities  which  are  now  pros- 
perousand  enterprising  were  then  mere  ham- 
lets or  had  not  yet  sprung  into  existence. 
Amos  0.  Crissman  assisted  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm,  where  he  lived  until  twenty-eight 
years  of  age,  annually  taking  part  in  the  labor 


necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  the  fields. 
He  then  left  home  and  was  married  in  1846 
to  Miss  Abigail  Pittinger,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  in  which  state  she  was  reared.  The 
following  spring  Mr.  Crissman  located  on  his 
own  farm,  which  at  that  time  comprised 
eighty-seven  acres.  The  little  home  was  a  log 
cabin,  but  afterward  he  built  a  good  frame 
residence  and  for  eighteen  years  he  continued 
to  improve  and  develop  that  place.  He  made 
a  specialty  of  the  raising  of  wheat  and  annu- 
ally harvested  excellent  crops,  the  fields  yield- 
ing from  thirty  to  forty  bushels  per  acre. 
Later  he  traded  that  place  for  a  larger  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  which  was 
well  improved.  This  was  also  excellent  wheat 
land  and  he  continued  as  an  active  farmer 
until  1863,  when  he  sold  his  place  and  re- 
moved to  the  town.  Here  he  began  buying, 
improving  and  dealing  in  town  property  and 
also  loaning  money.  He  owns  a  good  business 
house  on  Main  street  and  has  other  property 
in  Romeo.  He  commenced  life  at  the  bottom 
round  of  the  ladder  but  has  steadily  climbed 
upward  and  his  frugality,  diligence  and  per- 
sistency of  purpose  have  been  the  salient 
features  in  his  success,  lie  has  thus  accumu- 
lated a  very  comfortable  competence  and  is 
classed  with  the  substantial  residents  of 
Macomb  county. 

Mr.  Crissman  lost  his  wife,  November  21, 
1900.  He  has  two  daughters — Mary  Frances, 
the  wife  of  Fred  A.  Foster,  of  Gladwin,  Mich- 
igan ;  and  Addie  L.,  the  wife  of  Allen  C. 
Whitman  of  Romeo.  There  are  few  men  to- 
day who  can  claim  to  have  given  allegiance 
toWilliam  Henry  Harrison,  when  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1840  he  headed  the  whig  ticket  and 
the  rallying  cry  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too" 
was  heard  throughout  the  land.  Mr.  Criss- 
man, however,  voted  for  the  hero  of  Tippe- 
canoe and  continued  a  supporter  of  whig  can- 
didates and  principles  until  the  organization 
of  the  new  republican  party.  He  then 
espoused  its  cause  and  supported  John  C. 
Fremont,  since  which  time  he  has  given  his 
allegiance  to  the  candidate  of  the  party  at 
the  head  of  the  ticket.  He  believes  in  good 
schools  and  competent  teachers  and  while  serv- 
ing on  the  school  board  has  labored  effectively 
for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  education 
here.  Political  honors,  however,  have  had  no 
attraction  for  him.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  during  his  life  in  Macomb 
county,  covering  three-quarters  of  a  century, 
his  career  has  been  in  harmony  with  his  prin- 
ciples and  religious  faith.  In  business  his 
prosperity  has  been  secured  through  honora- 
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ble  effort  and  upon  this  foundation  he  has 
builded  his  success.  He  is  now  eighty-seven 
years  of  age  and  is  still  a  well  preserved  man. 
Tie  has  been  on  the  side  of  progress  and  im- 
provement and  while  he  has  prospered  he  has 
gained  what  is  more  desirable  than  success — 
an  untarnished  name. 


BE  LA    R.   DAVIS. 

Bela  R.  Davis,  one  of  the  substantial  farm- 
ers of  Ray  township,  who  owns  and  operates 
ninety-two  acres  of  well  improved  land,  was 
born  in  Genesee  county,  New  York,  July  24, 
1829.  Mis  father,  the  Rev.  Jonathan  E.  Davis, 
a  native  of  Hubbardtown,  Massachusetts,  was 
born  February  1,  1788,  and  his  father  was 
Bela  Davis  and  his  grandfather,  Eleaser 
Davis,  both  natives  of  Massachusetts.  The 
Davis  family  is  of  English  lineage  and  was 
established  in  Massachusetts  at  an  early  period 
in  the  colonization  of  the  new  world.  Bela 
Davis  removed  from  the  Bay  state  to  Vermont, 
where  the  Rev.  Jonathan  E.  Davis  was  reared, 
and  later  he  went  to  the  Empire  state.  The 
latter  was  a  self-educated  and  self-made  man 
but  greatly  improved  his  opportunities  and 
gained  much  broad  general  information  as 
well  as  a  substantial  competence  through  his 
activity  in  business,  lie  became  a  pioneer 
teacher  of  Macomb  county  and  was  also  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
He  was  married  in  New  York  to  Miss  Hannah 
Curtis,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  in  Mid- 
dleburg,  that  state.  Having  lost  his  first  wife 
he  was  married  June  29,  1828,  to  Sarah  Davis, 
a  native  of  Covington,  New  York,  and  a  widow 
of  Marshall  Davis,  a  brother  of  Rev.  Jonathan 
E.  Davis.    Her  father  Avas  Stephen  Heath. 

Jonathan  Davis  also  followed  farming  in 
New  York  and  all  his  children  of  the  first  mar- 
riage were  born  there.  Bela  R.,  of  this  re- 
view, was  born  of  the  second  marriage.  In 
1843  Jonathan  E.  Davis  removed  to  .Macomb 
county,  Michigan,  locating  on  section  32,  Ray 
township,  where  he  entered  eighty  acres  of 
land,  entirely  wild  and  unimproved.  He  cut 
the  first  stick  of  timber  on  that  place  and 
cleared  and  cultivated  his  land,  transforming 
it  into  a  good  farm  with  the  aid  of  his  sons. 
He  was  also  the  founder  of  the  village,  and  to 
this  place  gave  the  name  of  Brooklyn,  but 
later  the  name  was  changed  to  Davis  in  his 
honor.  As  time  passed  he  became  the  owner 
of  more  land,  becoming  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  on  which  he  placed 
good  buildings.     He  erected  a  frame  house  in 


1843,  this  being  the  second  frame  building  in 
the  township  of  Ray.  While  carrying  on  his 
farm  interests  he  also  continued  his  work  in 
the  ministry,  being  a  pioneer  preacher  of  the 
Methodist  church  here  and  the  main  factor 
in  erecting  the  first  church  in  Davis,  in  the 
year  1846.  He  preached  his  last  sermon  when 
ninety  years  of  age,  at  the  Davis  .Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  all  of  his  children 
were  present  on  that  occasion.  He  exerted 
a  wide  influence  in  the  moral  development  of 
the  community  and  his  memory  will  remain  as 
a  blessed  benediction  to  all  who  knew  him. 
The  world  is  certainly  better  for  his  having 
lived  and  Macomb  county  was  particularly 
blessed  by  his  efforts  and  assistance.  He  died 
December  24,  1882,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
nearly  ninety-five  years.  He  served  here  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty  years  and  his 
decisions  were  always  strictly  fair  and  impar- 
tial. He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Davis 
Masonic  lodge,  served  as  master  for  a  number 
of  years  and  was  its  first  secretary.  His 
name  is  now  inscribed  high  on  the  roll  of 
pioneer  residents.  His  second  wife  died  Sep- 
tember 29,  1863. 

Bela  R.  Davis  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Macomb 
county,  lie  was  reared  upon  the  old  home- 
stead farm  here  and  acquired  his  education 
in  the  district  school  which  he  attended 
through  the  winter  months,  while  in  the  sum- 
mer seasons  he  assisted  in  reclaiming  the  wild 
land  for  agricultural  purposes  and  in  carry- 
ing on  the  work  of  the  farm  until  it  became  a 
very  productive  property.  He  remained  with 
his  father  until  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
in  1852  he  made  a  trip  to  California,  traveling 
by  Avay  of  the  Panama  route.  There  he  went 
into  the  mines,  searching  for  gold  for  three 
years,  and  met  with  the  varied  experiences 
incident  to  mining  at  that  day.  He  was  some- 
times very  successful  and  again  met  with  fail- 
ure but  altogether  he  brought  with  him  from 
the  mines  a  fair  share  of  the  precious  metal. 
He  returned  to  his  home  by  way  of  the  same 
route  in  1856,  and  upon  reaching  Macomb 
county  he  took  charge  of  the  old  home  farm. 
Later  he  divided  a  portion  of  this  into  town 
lots  which  he  sold,  the  district  becoming  an- 
nexed to  Davis.  For  years  he  followed  farm- 
ing here  and  his  enterprising  and  progressive 
methods  were  resultant  factors  in  winning 
his  prosperity. 

In  the  spring  of  1852  Mr.  Davis  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Harriet  Gass,  who  was  born  in 
Macomb  county  and  is  a  daughter  of  Duncan 
Gass,  one  of  the  pioneers  who  came  from  the 
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Empire  state.  They  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  home  farm  where  they  lived  until 
1871,  when  Mr.  Davis  rented  his  land  and  re- 
moved to  Evart.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters 
and  organizers  of  that  village.  He  cleared 
a  tract  of  land  there  on  which  he  built  a  good 
hotel,  conducting  it  for  a  year.  The  following 
year,  however,  he  returned  to  his  home  and 
family  and  once  more  took  charge  of  the 
farm. 

Five  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davis :  Milo  W.  Davis,  who  is  cashier  of  the 
Citizens  Bank  of  Mount  Clemens;  Fred  G., 
who  is  a  merchant  at  Washington,  this  county ; 
Hattie  E.,  the  wife  of  Ward  M.  Davis,  who  has 
charge  of  her  father's  farm;  Bela  S.  and  Ella 
B.,  both  deceased. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Davis  has  been  a 
republican  since  the  organization  of  the  party, 
casting  his  vote  for  each  presidential  nominee 
since  John  C.  Fremont  was  the  standard 
bearer  of  the  party  in  1856.  He  was  elected 
and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  five 
consecutive  terms,  or  twenty  years,  and  made 
a  splendid  record  in  that  office.  He  not  only 
tried  many  cases  in  which  his  decisions  were 
fair  and  impartial  but  he  also  married  many 
couples.  He  was  census  enumerator  for  the 
town  of  Ray  in  1880  and  he  also  served  on  the 
board  of  review.  He  was  only  twenty-one 
years  of  age  when  he  was  elected  constable 
and  he  filled  that  position  for  six  consecutive 
years.  He  was  also  the  first  postmaster  at 
Davis,  being  instrumental  in  acquiring  the 
establishment  of  the  office  at  this  point.  He 
has  been  a  delegate  to  county  and  state  con- 
ventions and  his  political  record,  like  his 
private  life,  is  above  reproach.  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Davis  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  in  which  he  has  long  served 
as  an  official  acting  as  steward  and  classleader. 
He  joined  the  church  in  1865  and  has  since 
been  most  true  and  loyal  to  its  teachings. 
On  the  5th  of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  Union  army  at  Pontine,  Michi- 
gan, joining  Company  B,  of  the  Twenty-sec- 
ond Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was 
drum  major  and  thus  served  until  discharged 
from  disability  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  in 
December,  1863.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Grange.  His  name  is  enrolled  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Macomb  county  who  have 
contributed  in  large  and  substantial  measure 
to  its  upbuilding  and  progress.  He  is  one  of 
the  few  remaining  settlers  who  have  witnessed 
its  development  through  more  than  a  half 
century.  His  life  record  will  bear  closest  in- 
vestigation and  scrutiny  and  is  worthy  of  emu- 


lation because  it  has  ever  been  characterized 
by  unfaltering  allegiance  to  high,  manly  prin- 
ciples. 


OTIS  W.  COTTON. 


Otis  W,  Cotton,  who  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Macomb  county,  and  well  deserves 
mention  in  this  volume,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, in  October,  1806,  and  was  descended 
from  John  Cotton,  a  Puritan  minister,  who 
was  born  at  Derby,  England,  December  4, 
1585,  and  emigrated  to  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1633,  becoming  one  of  the  first 
preachers  of  the  Massachusetts  colony.  With 
his  parents  Otis  W.  Cotton  removed  to  Ni- 
agara county,  New  York,  in  1808.  His  mother 
died  soon  afterward  and  in  1818  he  went 
with  his  father  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
where  the  hitter's  death  occurred,  after 
which  Otis  W.  Cotton  returned  to  the  rela- 
tives in  New  York.  In  1828,  accompanied 
by  his  brother,  A.  L.  Cotton,  he  removed 
to  Novi,  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  where 
they  arranged  to  cut  timber  for  a  settler, 
preparatory  to  clearing  the  land,  and  were 
thus  engaged  until  the  succeeding  fall,  when 
Mr.  Cotton  returned  to  his  old  home  in  New 
York. 

The  year  1831  witnessed  his  arrival  in 
Macomb  county,  and  being  an  expert  with 
the  ax,  he  again  engaged  in  cutting  timber. 
In  1832  he  contracted  with  E.  S.  Sibley, 
agent  for  the  United  States  government,  to 
clear,  grade  and  complete  the  eleventh  one- 
half  mile  of  the  Port  Gratiot  turnpike  north 
of  Mount  Clemens.  In  1832,  or  the  early  part 
of  1833,  he  purchased  the  southwest  frac- 
tional quarter  of  section  20,  Chesterfield 
township,  containing  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight acres  of  land,  and  soon  afterward 
he  started  with  a  surveying  party  for  Wis- 
consin, passing  through  Chicago.  It  was 
the  only  trading  post  in  which  provisions 
could  be  had  and  the  supply  was  so  limited 
at  that  point  that  the  trader  could  not  fur- 
nish enough  to  last  eight  men  on  a  five  days' 
journey  to  Wisconsin.  So  much  trouble  was 
occasioned  by  the  Indians  that  Mr.  Cotton 
returned  to  Michigan,  believing  that  he  pre- 
ferred the  work  of  developing  a  new  farm 
in  Macomb  county  rather  than  facing  the 
dangers  and  difficulties  with  the  surveying 
party. 

In  August,  1833,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Cotton  and  Miss  Martha  Fairchild,  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Ruth  Fairchild. 


MR.    AND  MRS.   O.  W.  COTTON 
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Her  father  was  descended  in  the  maternal 
line  from  Benjamin  Howell,  who  emigrated 
from  Wales  in  the  year  1650.  It  was  in 
1799  that  Jonathan  Fairchild  was  married. 
The  year  following  he  and  his  wife  removed 
to  what  was  then  called  the  Genesee  coun- 
try, in  the  state  of  New  York.  Their  jour- 
ney was  a  formidable  one  and  was  made 
with  oxen.  Mr.  Fairchild  died  in  1813,  leav- 
ing his  wife  with  the  care  of  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  reached  adult  age.  In  the 
year  1832  Mrs.  Fairchild  came  from  the  state 
of  New  York  to  Macomb  county,  Michigan, 
accompanied  by  her  son  Stephen.  Her  son 
John  had  preceded  them  the  previous  year 
and  had  selected  the  tract  of  land  which 
she  purchased  from  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment, comprising  eighty  acres  of  section 
19  in  the  township  of  Chesterfield,  now 
owned  by  George  H.  Nichols.  He  has  per- 
petuated the  name  of  the  original  owner  by 
calling  his  station  on  the  Rapid  Railway, 
Fairchild,  and  giving  the  same  name  to 
his  farm.  Mrs.  Fairchild  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  born  in  1779.  Her  father,  Jacob 
Hall,  was  a  minuteman  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  one  who  was  not  subject  to  military 
duty  by  reason  of  age  but  was  ready  to 
respond  to  his  country's  call  at  a  minute's 
warning  in  case  of  an  invasion  or  emergency. 
The  family  home  was  near  Morristown,  and 
J.  F.  Cotton,  who  is  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  work,  and  who  is  a  son  of  Otis  Cotton, 
often  heard  from  Mrs.  Fairchild's  lip?  the 
story  of  the  execution  of  .Major  Andre,  which 
was  witnessed  by  her  mother's  sister,  who 
narrated  the  same  to  her.  "He  was  a  very 
pretty  man,"  said  Miss  Moore,  the  aunt  of 
Mrs.  Fairchild,  "and  he  smiled  and  bowed 
so  politely  to  the  spectators."  Two  broth- 
ers of  Mrs.  Fairchild  fell  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  one  brother,  Joseph  Hall,  afterward  of 
Rochester,  New  York,  was  the  inventor  of 
the  first  threshing  machine.  Mrs.  Fair- 
child's  first,  home  in  Macomb  county  was 
built  of  hewn  logs  and  contained  two  good- 
sized  rooms,  with  an  attic  chamber  above, 
and  was  often  used  as  a  place  for  holding' 
church  services  when  the  circuit  preacher 
would  visit  the  neighborhood.  It  stood  only 
a  few  rods  south  of  where  now  stands  the 
Chesterfield  Creamery.  The  people  there 
thought  it  but  a  pleasant  evening's  walk 
through  the  woods  to  the  Atwood  school- 
house  to  attend  preaching'  services.  Mrs. 
Fairchild  died  in  1859,  one  of  the  brave  pio- 
neer women  of  the  county.  Her  son  Stephen 
remained    on    the    old    homestead    until    his 


death  in  1889.  Her  daughter  Martha,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Otis  W.  Cotton,  taught 
the  first  school  in  the  new  settlement  in 
1833. 

At  the  time  of  the  marriage  of  Otis  W. 
Cotton  and  Martha  Fairchild  he  began  in 
earnest  the  work  of  reclaiming  his  tract  of 
land  for  the  purposes  of  civilization.  The 
log  house  was  erected  in  February  follow- 
ing and  the  work  of  laying  in  the  year's 
supply  of  sugar  commenced.  He  borrowed 
his  mother-in-law's  kettle  and  boiled  the 
sugar  water  at  night,  returning  the  kettle 
to  her  early  in  the  morning  that  she  might 
use  it  through  the  day.  It  was  a  hard  strug- 
gle to  keep  their  family  clothed  and  fed  un- 
til the  great  growth  of  timber  could  be  cut 
and  the  soil  made  productive.  Misfortunes 
that  would  now  seem  trifling  then  seemed  to 
them  very  heavy,  owing  to  their  limited 
financial  circumstances.  It  was  a  great  loss 
when  a  cow  died  and  at  one  time  wolves 
broke  into  their  sheepfold  at  the  side  of  the 
house  and  destroyed  the  flock.  This,  too, 
proved  a  serious  loss,  for  the  family  de- 
pended upon  the  wool  for  clothing  and  bed- 
ding. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cotton  became  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  of  whom  two  died  in 
early  childhood.  Those  who  reached  adult 
age  were:  Louisa  C,  the  wife  of  Martin 
II ay  den;  Martha,  the  wife  of  Benjamin  M. 
Loucks ;  Leander  A.;  Owen  W. ;  Jay  F. ; 
Emeline  A.,  the  wife  of  S.  N.  Roberts;  and 
Helen  E.,  the  wife  of  John  Furton.  All  of 
the  sons  served  in  the  army  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion.  Leander  enlisted  in  Company 
F,  Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry,  in  Au- 
gust, 1862,  and  was  discharged  as  sergeant 
in  1865.  Owen  enlisted  in  1861,  was  pro- 
moted to  sergeant  in  September,  1861,  to 
second  lieutenant  September  12,  1862,  and 
first  lieutenant  October  21,  1862.  He  was 
wounded  and  disabled  for  active  service  at 
Chancellorsville,  May  3,  1863.  He  was  after- 
ward commissioned  first  lieutenant  by  Pres- 
ident Lincoln  in  March,  1864,  and  did  duty 
in  the  provost  guard  until  after  the  sur- 
render of  the  Confederate  troops,  when  he 
was  assigned  to  duty  at  Hilton  Head,  South 
Carolina,  where  he  remained  until  March, 
1867,  when  he  resigned  and  went  to  Nebras- 
ka, where  he  has  since  resided. 

As  the  years  passed  Otis  W.  Cotton  con- 
tinued his  farming  operations.  One  by  one 
the  conditions  of  pioneer  life  gave  way  to 
t h e  e v i d e n c e s  of  a  11  a  d  v a n c e d  c i v i  1  i z a t i 0 n  a n d 
he  kept  in  touch  with  modern  methods  of 
farming.     At  length  prosperity  came  to  him 
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and  he  enjoyed  a  comfortable  competence 
as  a  reward  of  his  earnest  labor.  He  died  in 
the  year  1884,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1887  and  thus  two  more  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers were  added  to  the  great  list  of  the 
honored  dead. 


REUBEN  C.  ULLRICH. 

Though  no  land  is  richer  in  opportunities 
or  offers  greater  advantages  to  its  citizens 
than  America,  success  is  not  to  be  obtained 
through  desire,  but  must  be  persistently 
sought.  In  America  "labor  is  king"  and  the 
man  who  resolutely  sets  to  work  to  accomplish 
a  purpose  is  certain  of  success  if  he  has  but 
the  qualities  of  perseverence,  untiring  energy 
and  practical  common  sense.  Reuben  C. 
Ullrich  is  one  whose  career  excites  the  admira- 
tion and  gains  the  respect  of  all,  for  through 
his  diligence  and  persistent  purpose  he  has 
won  a  leading  place  in  Mount  Clemens. 

He  was  born  in  Mount  Clemens,  January  11, 
1863,  his  parents  being*  Charles  and  Margaret 
S.  (Miller)  Ullrich.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  graded  and  high  schools  here  and 
in  Moyhew  Business  College,  which  he  at- 
tended in  1879.  He  then  entered  the  employ 
of  V.  Hilsendegen,  of  Detroit,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  two  years,  after  which  he  went 
to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  entered  the  whole- 
sale hardware  house  of  C.  Gerber.  A  year 
later,  however,  he  returned  home,  his  father 
having  died,  and  he  here  entered  business  life 
as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Ullrich,  Kuhn  & 
Company,  proprietors  of  a  general  store.  He 
sold  out  a  year  and  a  half  later  and  in  1887 
purchased  the  hardware  store  of  C.  M. 
Stevens,  at  No.  15  North  Gratiot  avenue  and 
No.  22  North  Walnut  street.  It  is  a  double 
store  which  at  that  time  was  eighty  feet  in 
length,  but  Mr.  Ullrich  has  enlarged  this  until 
it  is  now  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet.  He 
has  also  extended  the  scope  of  his  labors  by 
adding  a  plumbing  and  heating  department. 
This  is  the  oldest  established  business  of  the 
kind  in  Mount  Clemens,  having  been  begun 
in  1850,  and  the  store  was  the  first  x>ressed 
brick  front  in  the  county.  The  trade  is  now 
extensive  and  Mr.  Ullrich  carries  a  large  and 
well  selected  line  of  shelf  and  heavy  hard- 
ware. His  success  has  come  to  him  because 
anything  needed  may  be  found  in  his  store 
and  at  the  same  time  his  business  methods  are 
straightforward  and  reliable  and  his  prices 
reasonable.    He  also  figures  in  business  circles 


in   Mount  Clemens  in   other  ways,   being  the 
vice  president  of  the  Ullrich  Savings  Bank. 

On  the  80th  of  September,  1881,  Mr.  Ullrich 
was  married  to  Miss  Lena  A.,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Mary  Roessel,  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  and  their  children  are:  Charles  R., 
Russell  W.,  Christine  and  Francis  G.  They 
also  lost  a  daughter — Laura — who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mr.  Ullrich  is  a  leader  in  community 
affairs  in  Mount  Clemens  and  was  elected  and 
served  as  alderman  at  large  for  two  terms. 
He  was  also  chosen  for  two  terms  as  mayor  of 
Mount  Clemens,  has  been  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  one  year  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  for  nine 
years.  He  takes  great  pride  in  the  public 
school  system  here  and  has  done  much  to 
raise  its  standard  and  promote  the  efficiency 
of  the  schools.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason 
and  is  also  connected  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He 
has  contributed  in  substantial  measure  to  the 
improvement  of  Mount  Clemens  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  number  of  fine  business  blocks  here. 
He  started  out  upon  his  business  career  with 
few  advantages  but  developed  his  latent  tal- 
ents and  strengthened  his  energies  by  exercise 
until  he  became  a  successful  business  man. 
In  manner  he  is  free  from  ostentation  and 
display  and  his  intrinsic  worth  is  recognized 
and  his  friendship  most  prized  by  those  who 
know  him  best,  showing  that  his  character 
will  bear  the  scrutiny  of  closest  investigation. 
He  is  a  generous,  broad  minded  man  and  a 
typical  American  citizen. 


ISAAC  CRAWFORD. 

Nature  seems  to  have  intended  that  man 
should  enjoy  a  season  of  rest  in  his  later  years. 
In  youth  he  possesses  great  vigor,  hope  and 
ambition,  which  in  the  prime  of  manhood  is 
guided  and  established  by  judgment  and  ex- 
perience so  that  his  efforts  may  become  re- 
sultant factors  in  a  business  career.  In  later 
years  when  one's  activity  somewhat  dimin- 
ishes it  is  well  if  former  labor  and  energy  have 
brought  capital  sufficient  that  one  may  enjoy 
a  well  earned  rest,  surrounded  by  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  that  go  to  make  life  worth 
the  living.  Such  has  been  the  history  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  who  for  years  was  a  prominent 
manufacturer  and  business  man  of  Romeo, 
where  he  is  now  living  retired.  He  has  made 
his  home  in  Michigan  since  1840  and  in  Ma- 
comb county  since  1850.  He  was  born  in 
Warren  county,  New  Jersey,  January  5,  1833. 
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His  father,  Elijah  Crawford,  a  native  of  the 
same  county,  was  born  in  1812  and  was  a  son 
of  Isaac  Crawford,  who  was  of  Scotch  lineage. 
The  family  was  founded  in  New  Jersey  at  a 
very  early  period  in  the  colonization  of  the 
new  world  and  Isaac  Crawford  also  served  as 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Elijah  Crawford 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Warren  county  and 
was  there  married  to  Nancy  Callaway,  who 
was  born  in  1810  and  whose  parents  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  lie  learned  and  fol- 
lowed the  blacksmith's  trade,  making  it  his 
life  work.  In  1840  he  came  to  Michigan, 
hoping  that  in  the  new  and  growing  west  lib 
might  more  readily  acquire  a  competence.  He 
settled  in  Oakland  county  near  the  Macomb 
county  line  and  there  established  a  shop  and 
carried  on  business  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  afterward  removed  to  Romeo,  where  he 
spent  his  last  years,  his  death  occurring  here 
in  1863.    His  wife  survived  him  until  1866. 

Isaac  Crawford,  of  this  review,  was  seven- 
teen years  of  age  when  he  left  Oakland  county. 
He  had  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  with 
his  father  and  he  was  reared  under  the  pater- 
nal roof,  enjoying  the  educational  advantages 
that  were  also  furnished  to  the  other  members 
of  the  family,  lie  was  one  of  four  children, 
but  only  two  reached  mature  years,  his  brother 
being  T.  R.  Crawford  of  Romeo.  Isaac  Craw- 
ford was  a  young  man  of  seventeen  years 
when  in  1850  he  became  a  resident  of  Romeo 
and  began  work  for  the  firm  of  Snover  & 
Bellows,  being  in  their  employ  for  several 
years  and  eventually  becoming  a  partner  in 
the  business.  They  carried  on  a  blacksmith 
and  repair  shop  and  foundry  business  and 
also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wagons. 
He,  therefore,  continued  with  the  firm  for 
eight  or  nine  years  and  then  withdrew  and 
established  a  shop  of  his  own  where  he  en- 
gaged in  blacksmithing,  wagon-making  and  re- 
pairing. For  four  years  he  devoted  his  en- 
ergies to  that  work  and  then  in  August,  1862, 
he  put  aside  all  business  and  personal  con- 
siderations, prompted  by  a  spirit  of  patriot- 
ism which  caused  him  to  become  a  member  of 
Company  A,  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry.  He 
became  blacksmith  for  the  regiment,  and  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years  of  his  service  was 
regimental  farrier.  He  served  in  the  army  of 
the  Potomac  with  General  Custer's  brigade 
and  continued  at  the  front  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  was  never  absent  from  his  com- 
mand except  on  one  occasion  when  he  received 
a  fourteen  days'  furlough  which  he  spent  at 
home  in  settling  up  his  father's  business.  He 
took    part    in    many    important    engagements 


and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of 
the  war  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  in  June, 
1865. 

When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his 
services  Mr.  Crawford  again  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  here  entered  into  partnership  with 
Timothy  Lyon  in  the  conduct  of  a  similar  line 
of  business  which  had  formerly  claimed  his 
attention.  lie  was  thus  engaged  for  five  years 
when  he  sold  out  and  bought  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  township  of 
Bruce.  Taking  up  his  abode  thereon  he  began 
its  further  development  and  improvement  and 
he  later  bought  more  land  and  now  owns  a  val- 
uable farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  He  added 
to  it  and  remodeled  the  residence,  built  a 
good  barn  and  other  substantial  outbuildings 
and  continued  his  farming  operations  for 
about  ten  years.  He  then  rented  the  property 
and  removed  to  Romeo.  Here  he  has  built 
a  very  good  residence  and  one  brick  business 
block  and  thus  has  contributed  in  substantial 
measure  to  the  improvement  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  married  in  Macomb 
county,  in  November,  1854,  to  Miss  Rachel 
Barber,  who  was  born  in  Oakland  county, 
Michigan,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Calvin  and 
Betsy  (Kniffin)  Barber.  Her  father  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  that  county,  who  went 
from  Connecticut  to  that  locality.  There  was 
one  son  by  this  union,  Elmer  E.  Crawford, 
who  grew  to  manhood,  was  married  here  and 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years,  being 
survived  by  his  wife  and  one  son,  Arthur  M. 
Crawford,  who  was  born  in  February,  1886, 
and  resides  with  his  mother. 

In  1856  Isaac  Crawford  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential ballot,  supporting  John  C.  Fremont, 
and  he  has  since  advocated  republican  prin- 
ciples where  national  issues  are  involved  but 
at  local  elections  he  votes  independently  of 
party  ties.  When  on  the  farm  he  served  as 
highway  commissioner  for  a  number  of  years 
and  in  Romeo  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Union  school  board.  He  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  electric  light  system  and  served 
as  chairman  of  the  electric  light  commission. 
Whatever  tends  to  advance  the  general  wel- 
fare here  and  contribute  to  the  material  im- 
provement of  the  city  receives  his  endorse- 
ment. He  became  a  member  of  Romeo  lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  1857,  filled  all  of  its  chairs, 
was  its  master  for  twenty  years  and  served  as 
a  delegate  to  the  grand  lodge  and  also  as 
district  deputy  grand  master.  He  also  belongs 
to  Romeo  chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  to  the  Knight 
Templar  commandery,  served  as  high  priest 
in  the  former  and  eminent  commander  in  the 
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latter.  His  sympathies  are  fully  in  accord 
with  the  teaching's  and  tenets  of  Masonry  and 
in  his  life  he  has  exemplified  the  spirit  of 
brotherly  helpfulness  and  mutual  kindliness 
which  form  the  basic  elements  of  the  order. 
He  has  long*  been  a  useful  citizen,  interested 
in  material,  social,  moral,  intellectual  and 
political  progress  here.  Whatever  tends  to 
advancement  elicits  his  attention  and  usually 
receives  his  hearty  co-operation.  He  is  a  man 
of  tried  integrity  and  worth  and  the  circle 
of  his  friends  is  almost  co-extensive  with  the 
circle  of  his  acquaintances. 


JOHN  R.  SNOOK. 


John  R.  Snook  is  a  prominent  representa- 
tive of  the  productive  industries  of  Mount 
Clemens,  being  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  staves  and  cooperage.  He  was  born  in 
this  city,  December  9,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  W,.  and  Harriet  J.  (Rice)  Snook, 
the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Connecticut.  His  father  was  one  of 
the  valued  residents  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
He  was  distinctively  a  man  of  affairs,  active 
and  enterprising  in  business,  and  he  wielded 
a  wide  influence.  He  was  born  in  New  York 
city,  April  10,  1822,  and  was  of  English  par- 
entage. He  was  brought  to  Michigan  by  his 
parents  in  1836  and  embarked  in  merchandis- 
ing in  Mount  Clemens  in  1849.  In  1866  he 
began  the  manufacture  of  staves,  which  busi- 
ness had  been  established  in  1861  by  Bruno 
Van  Landegham  and  Rudolph  Sleiger.  Mr. 
Snook  became  a  partner  in  1866  and  the  fac- 
tory was  removed  to  its  present  location. 
He  was  for  a  time  in  partnership  with  My- 
ron White  and  with  George  Robinson,  Mr. 
White  continuing  in  the  business  until 
1872.  In  later  years  the  firm  name  of 
T.  W.  Snook  &  Son  wTas  assumed,  John 
R.  Snook,  of  this  review,  being  admitted 
to  a  partnership.  The  business  gradually 
developed  until  it  reached  extensive  and  im- 
portant proportions.  Before  embarking  in 
the  cooperage  business  Mr.  Snook  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  and  salt 
in  Mount  Clemens.  His  efforts  contributed 
in  substantial  measure  to  the  advancement 
of  the  commercial  prosperity  of  this  part  of 
the  state,.  He  was  a  man  of  keen  discrimina- 
tion in  business  affairs,  brooking  no  obstacles 
that  could  be  overcome  by  determined  effort, 
and  as  the  years  advanced  he  met  with  well 
merited  prosperity.    He  was  one  of  those  in- 


terested in  the  digging  of  the  first  mineral 
well,  being  associated  in  this  work  with 
Charles  Mosher  and  others  of  a  stock  com- 
pany wdio  were  prospecting  for  oil.  Later 
he  and  Walter  Bush,  of  Troy,  New  York, 
bought  out  the  interests  of  the  others  and  be- 
gan the  manufacture  of  salt  in  connection 
with  their  lumber  mill,  the  water  being  rich 
in  saline  qualities.  While  thus  engaged  Dorr 
Kellogg  got  permission  to  use  the  water  for 
medical  bathing  purposes  and  Dr.  Taylor 
erected  a  bathhouse,  this  being  the  first  of 
the  mineral  bathing  in  Mount  Clemens.  He 
continued  in  the  cooperage  business  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death  and  as  his  financial  re- 
sources increased  he  held  valuable  real  estate 
interests,  making  judicious  investment  in 
property.  He  also  built  and  operated  a  num- 
ber of  vessels.  He  had  in  the  course  of  his 
career  met  wTith  financial  reverses,  caused  by 
fire,  shipwreck  and  hard  times,  that  would 
have  utterly  disheartened  a  man  of  less  cour- 
ageous and  determined  spirit,  but  he  per- 
severed and  his  efforts  ultimately  triumphed 
over  all  obstacles.  He  was  also  active  and  in- 
fluential in  community  affairs  and  in  an  early 
day  he  served  as  president  of  the  village  of 
Mount  Clemens.  He  w^as  associated  with 
nine  others  in  establishing  the  Clinton  Grove 
cemetery.  His  co-operation  was  sought  for 
the  advancement  of  every  movement  that 
tended  to  benefit  his  community  and  his 
labors  were  far-reaching  and  beneficial.  He 
wras  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Ma- 
sonic fraternities  and  for  thirty  years  was 
an  active  and  influential  worker  in  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  while  in  later  years  he  was 
identified  with  the  Episcopal  church. 

Thomas  W.  Snook  was  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Emily  A.  Hubbard,  died  in  1859,  and  two 
years  later  he  married  Harriet  J.  Rice,  who 
was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1822.  His  death 
occurred  in  1901,  when  he  was  seventy-nine 
years  of  age,  and  he  is  still  survived  by  his 
wife,  who  is  the  only  representative  of  this 
branch  of  the  Rice  family  in  Mount  Clemens. 
Mr.  Snook,  one  of  the  oldest  business  men 
and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, passed  away  amid  the  deep  regret  of  a 
very  large  circle  of  friends.  In  his  long  and 
useful  career  he  witnessed  almost  the  entire 
growth  of  this  city  and  his  name  was  ever 
associated  with  public  progress,  with  enter- 
prises of  general  benefit,  and  stood  as  a 
synonym  of  courageous  purpose.  While  he 
advanced  in  years  he  was  still  young  in 
spirit,  his  mind  remaining  keenly  alert,  and 
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the  failure  of  his  physical  strength  was  all 
that  indicated  in  him  the  passing  of  time. 

Unto  Thomas  W.  and  Emily  A.  (Hubbard) 
Snook  were  born  four  children:  William 
A.,  a  resident  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota', 
Alice  M.,  the  widow  of  Dr.  M.  C.  Kelly; 
Emily  A.,  the  deceased  wife  of  Samuel 
Crocker;  and  Edgar  T.,  of  Detroit.  The 
children  of  the  second  marriage  are  Charles 
C,  who  is  living  in  Racine,  Wisconsin,  and 
John  R.,  of  this  review.  Miss  Jennie  A. 
Griswold,  an  adopted  daughter,  is  now  living 
with  Mrs.  Snook. 

John   R.   Snook   pursued  his   education   in 
Mount  Clemens  until  he  had  completed  the 
high  school   course  by  graduation  with  the 
class   of  1883.      lie   afterward   attended  the 
Detroit  Bryant  &  Stratton  Commercial  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1884. 
He  then   entered   upon   his   business   career, 
securing  a  situation  in  Detroit  as  bookkeeper 
with  the  firm  of  Lapham  &  Tliroop,  acting  in 
that  capacity  for  three  years.     He  then  re- 
turned to  Mount  Clemens  and  became  book- 
keeper for  his  father.     In   1894  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  a  partnership  under  the  firm  name 
of  T.  W.  Snook  &  Son  and  the  old  name  has 
since    been    retained.      lie    built    the    steam 
barge  Atlantis,  and  at  the  same  time  contin- 
ued the  manufacture  of  staves  and  cooper- 
age, the  output  meeting  a  constantly  grow- 
ing trade.     The  plant  is  well  equipped  with 
the  latest  improved  machinery  and  the  vol- 
ume   of   business    now    annually    transacted 
represents  a  large  investment  and  brings  an 
excellent  financial  return.     The  business  has 
had  a   continuous   existence  since   1866   and 
Mr.  Snook,  of  this  review,  is  to-day  the  last 
representative  of  the  family  connected  with 
the   industrial   and   commercial   interests   of 
Mount  Clemens. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  1891,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  John  R.  Snook  and  Miss 
Kate  Farrar,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  J.  S. 
Farrar,  of  Mount  Clemens.  They  are  promi- 
nent socially,  and  both  are  members  of  Grace 
Episcopal  church,  in  which  Mr.  Snook  has 
served  as  vestryman  for  some  time.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  republican  and  socially  has  been 
connected  with  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6, 
A.  E.  &  A.  M.  lie  is  also  an  old  time  mem- 
ber of  the  volunteer  fire  department  of 
Mount  Clemens.  Although  he  entered  upon 
a  business  already  established,  he  has 
through  his  own  exertions  attained  an  hon- 
orable position  and  a  marked  prestige  among 
representative  men  of  Macomb  county.  He 
has  proved  himself  in  all  the  relations' of  life 


an  earnest,  honest,  upright  man  and  a  citizen 
of  whom  any  community  might  be  justly 
proud. 


ISAAC  WILLIAMS. 

Lying  along  the  bank  of  the  Clinton  river 
in   Clinton   township   is   the   farm  owned  by 
Isaac  Williams,  a  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred 
and  sixteen  acres,  which  in  its  highly  cultiva- 
ted and  well  improved  condition  indicates  the 
careful  supervision  of  a  practical,  enterpris- 
ing and  prosperous  owner,     lie  is  moreover 
entitled  to   representation  in  this  volume  as 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Macomb  county, 
for  he  arrived  in  Mount  Clemens  in  1853— 
more  than  a  half  century  ago.     He  was  born 
in  Prussia,  Germany,  January  20,  1844,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  Williams,  who  was  a  native 
of  the  same  country  and  served  in  the  Prus- 
sian Army  for  three  years,  holding  rank  as  an 
officer.     He   married   Miss  Mena    Dittinan,   a 
daughter  of  Captain  Dittman,   who  was  also 
a    soldier    of    the    Prussian    Army,    and    was 
wounded   in   service.     He   afterward  drew  a 
pension   in    recognition   of  the   aid   which  he 
had  rendered  to  his  country  and  he  died  in 
the  Soldiers'  Home.    John  Williams  emigrated 
to  the  new  world  in  1853,  coming  at  once  to 
Macomb   county,    Michigan.      lie    located   on 
the  Clinton  river  near  where  his  son  Isaac  now 
resides.     Later  he  bought  land  on  the  river 
road  which  he  improved  and  developed  into 
an    excellent    farm.      The   Indians   were   still 
seen  in  this  county  in  large  numbers  and  there 
was    every    evidence    of    frontier    life.      The 
homes  of  the  settlers  were  largely  log  cabins, 
but  few  roads  had  been  made  and  the  now 
thriving  towns  and  cities  were  mere  hamlets 
or  villages  or  had  not  yet  sprung  into  exis- 
tence.   Mr.  Williams  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing and  reared  his  family  in  Macomb  county 
and  here  he  remained  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  about  1892,  his  wife  surviving  him 
for  a  few  years. 

Isaac  Williams  was  a  lad  of  nine  years 
when,  with  his  parents,  he  crossed  the  broad 
Atlantic  to  the  new  world  and  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Macomb  county.  In  early  life  he  be- 
gan earning  his  own  living  by  working-  by  the 
month  as  a  farm  hand  and  for  nine  years 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  one  man — a*  fact 
which  indicates  his  capable  service  and  his 
fidelity  to  duty.  On  the  27th  of  February, 
1865,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army,  join- 
ing the  First  Michigan  Calvary  with  which 
he  went  to  Virginia  and  served  until  the  close 


i7« 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


of  the  war.  When  hostilities  were  over  he 
proceeded  with  his  command  to  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  participated  in  the  grand  review 
—the  most  celebrated  military  pageant  ever 
seen  on  the  western  hemisphere.  Later  he  was 
sent  to  Parkersburg,  West  Virginia,  and  after- 
ward proceeded  by  boat  to  Louisville  and  to 
St.  Louis.  Later  the  command  was  ordered 
to  Fort  Leavenworth  and  afterward  went 
across  the  plains  to  Fort  Halleck,  starting  on 
the  8th  of  July,  1865.  Subsequently  they  re- 
turned to  Fort  Leavenworth  where  Mr.  Will- 
iams and  his  comrades  were  honorably  dis- 
charged. He  had  to  pay  one  dollar  for  his 
discharge  papers  and  also  had  to  meet  the 
expense  of  his  return  home.  He  arrived 
again  in  Macomb  county  in  December,  1865, 
having  done  his  full  duty  as  a  soldier. 

The  following  year  Mr.  Williams  began 
working  on  his  farm,  having  sixteen  acres  of 
land.  He  afterward  bought  a  tract  of  twenty- 
five  acres  adjoining  and  built  thereon  a  barn. 
He  there  carried  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  several  years,  after  which  he  sold 
that  property  and  bought  fifty  acres  of  land 
on  the  county  line  on  which  he  took  up  his 
residence,  making  it  his  home  for  eight  years. 
After  selling  that  property  he  invested  his 
capital  in  one  hundred  and  eight  acres  of  land, 
bordering  the  Clinton  river,  and  upon  this 
place  he  has  since  lived.  He  has  erected  a 
large,  neat,  two-story  frame  residence  and 
has  other  modern  equipments  on  his  place. 
There  are  two  windmills  upon  the  farm,  one 
being  used  in  drawing  water  from  the  well, 
while  the  other  is  used  for  the  operation  of 
the  feed  mill.  Everything  about  the  place  is 
thoroughly  modern  and  progressive.  There 
is  a  good'  orchard,  which  yields  its  fruits  in 
season,  and  the  place  has  been  divided  into 
fields  of  convenient  size  by  well  kept  fences. 
This  farm  forms  one  of  the  important  features 
of  the  landscape  and  its  pleasant  appearance 
is  enhanced  by  the  stream  of  water  which 
flows  through  it. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married  in  this  county, 
April  10,  1866,  to  Miss  Frederica  Prell,  a 
native  of  Prussia,  born  in  the  same  village  in 
which  her  husband's  birth  occurred.  When 
a  child  she  was  brought  across  the  Atlantic 
to  New  York  by  her  father,  Frederick  Prell, 
who  in  1865  removed  to  Michigan,  settling  in 
Macomb  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have 
become  the  parents  of  six  children:  Walter 
W.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Clinton  township; 
Albert,  a  mail  agent  on  a  rural  route  of  Mount 
Clemens;  John,  at  home;  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  William  Davis,  of  Battle  Creek,  Michigan ; 


Alma,  at  home,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  William 
Whistler,  of  Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Williams 
and  his  sons  are  stalwart  supporters  of  the 
republican  party  and  he  keeps  well  informed 
on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day, 
although  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
office.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him 
a  warm  friend  and  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  he  has  done  effective  service  in  its  be- 
half. He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in 
the  Baptist  church  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Grand  Army  Post  at  Mount  Clemens.  A 
wonderful  transformation  has  been  wrought 
in  Macomb  county  during  the  fifty -two  years 
of  his  residence  here,  and  the  work  of  public 
improvement  and  progress  has  found  its 
counterpart  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Williams,  who, 
as  the  years  have  passed,  has  developed  a 
character  of  strength  and  rectitude  and  who 
in  his  business  career  has  met  with  success 
which  is  the  fitting  reward  of  earnest,  persist- 
ent effort. 


CHARLES  ULLRICH. 

Charles  Ullrich,  now  deceased,  was  a  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Mount  Clemens.  He  was  born 
November  27,  1836,  in  the  village  of  Dieme- 
rode,  in  the  kingdom  of  Hesse,  and  is  the  son 
of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Ullrich.  He  attended 
school  in  Europe  until  he  was  fourteen  years 
of  age,  at  which  time  he  left  school  and 
worked  upon  a  farm  until  he  arrived  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years,  when  he  concluded  to 
leave  the  old  world  and  try  his  fortune  in  the 
new.  He  landed  in  this  country  compara- 
tively without  means  and  a  stranger  to  the 
people  and  their  language.  He  came  to  De- 
troit and  at  once  went  to  earning  his  liveli- 
hood by  working  at  the  butcher's  trade; 
worked  there  six  months ;  and  then  removed  to 
Chicago,  remaining  there  about  one  year.  The 
following  year  he  worked  in  St.  Louis  and 
New  Orleans.  At  each  of  the  last  named 
places  he  carried  on  the  business  of  butcher- 
ing. He  finally  returned  to  Detroit  and  after 
a  short  time  came  to  Mount  Clemens,  and  on 
the  20th  of  September,  1857,  he  entered  into 
a  co-partnership  with  August  Czizek  and 
opened  a  meat  market.  They  conducted  this 
business  for  two  and  one-half  years,  when  Mr. 
Ullrich  sold  out  his  interest  to  his  partner, 
and  at  once  went  into  the  live  stock  business, 
which  trade  he  carried  on  for  a  number  of 
years,  and,  during  the  war,  he  took  many 
heavy  contracts  from  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment for  furnishing  horses  for  the  cavalry. 
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In  many  of  these  contracts  and  in  pine  land 
speculations  lie  was  connected  with  the  late 
J.  B.  Dickinson.  He  finally  abandoned  the 
live  stock  business  and  went  into  the  real 
estate  business,  buying  and  selling  farms  and 
city  property. 

Mr.  Ullrich  married  Margaret  S.  Miller, 
daughter  of  John  W.  Miller,  November  27, 
1858,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children: 
William  J.,  Reuben  C,  and  Francis  P.  He 
was  elected  alderman  of  the  city  of  Mount 
Clemens  in  the  year  1880,  which  position  he 
held  for  two  years.  As  a  member  of  the  coun- 
cil, he  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  efficient 
workers;  served  upon  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  standing  committees,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  able  and  prominent  members 
of  the  special  building  committee,  who  had 
the  matter  of  erecting  the  new  courthouse  in 
charge.  By  thrift  and  economy  he  amassed 
quite  a  large  fortune  and  was  the  owner  of 
some  of  the  finest  and  choicest  property  in  the 
city  of  Mount  Clemens.  He  was  recognized 
as  a  man  of  remarkably  good  judgment  and 
very  quick  perception  in  this  and  adjoining 
counties,  where  he  was  well  and  favorably 
known.  He  departed  this  life  in  1883,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 


WALTER  J.  DALBY. 

Walter  el.  Dalby,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  in  Mount  Clemens,  was  born 
in  this  city,  March  11,  1872,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  and  Hannah  (Spencer)  Dalby,  who 
were  natives  of  England,  and  on  coming  to 
America  settled  in  Quebec.  They  afterward 
located  in  London,  Canada,  and  in  1861,  came 
to  Mount  Clemens. 

Walter  J.  Dalby  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Mount  Clemens  but 
early  put  aside  his  text-books  in  order  to 
earn  his  own  living,  being  employed  as  a  bell 
boy  in  the  Sherman  House  of  this  city.  He 
afterward  occupied  a  position  in  a  laundry 
office  for  a  year  and  was  then  employed  as  a 
delivery  boy  in  the  general  store  of  A.  J. 
Okie,  in  1890.  He  entered  the  employ  of 
John  Westendorf  as  a  drug  clerk  and  with 
him  learned  the  business,  continuing  in  his 
store  until  1901.  In  February  of  the  latter 
year  he  organized  the  Dalby  Drug  Company, 
which  opened  its  store  at  No.  11  North  Gratiot 
avenue,  of  which  he  became  manager,  and  he 
has  since  conducted  a  large  and  profitable 
business  here,  having  a  well  appointed  store, 


complete  in  all  its  equipments  and  carrying  a 
large  and  well  selected  line  of  drugs. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  1895,  Mr.  Dalby  was 
married  to  Miss  Charlotte  Hasson,  of  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  they  have  one  son,  Maurice 
IT.  Mr.  Dalby  belongs  to  Mount  Clemens 
lodge,  No.  168,  K.  P.  He  is  a  man  of  excel- 
lent capability,  popular  with  his  fellow  towns- 
men, having  a  large  circle  of  friends,  and 
enjoying  the  esteem  as  well  as  the  confidence 
of  those  who  have  had  business  relations  with 
him. 


WARD  W.  SWITZER. 

Ward  W.  Switzer,  well  known  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  commercial  interests  of  Mount 
Clemens,  conducting  a  jewelry  establishment 
here,  was  born  in  Davis,  Macomb  county, 
February  21,  1879,  and  is  a  son  of  William  F. 
and  Adell  (Dicken)  Switzer,  who  were  natives 
of  New  York  and  Macomb  county  respectively. 
The  Switzer  family  had  its  origin  in  Germany, 
while  the  ancestors  of  the  Dicken  family  came 
to  America  from  England.  William  F. 
Switzer  was  a  merchant  in  Davis  for  a  number 
of  years  and  is  now  the  cashier  of  the  New 
Haven  Savings  Bank  at  New  Haven,  Macomb 
county,  in  which  capacity  he  has  served  for 
three  years.  In  his  family  are  four  children, 
namely:  Ward  W.,  Maude  A.,  who  is  a 
teacher  of  music  in  Athens,  Pennsylvania; 
George  D.,  who  is  associated  with  Ward  W. 
in  business  and  is  living  in  Mount  Clemens; 
and  John  D.,  also  a  resident  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens. 

Ward  W.  Switzer  pursued  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  high  school 
of  Romeo,  and  in  March,  1895,  he  began  to 
learn  the  watchmaker's  trade  with  DwTight  T. 
Dicken  in  Davis.  Some  two  years  later  his 
employer  died  and  Mr.  Switzer  continued  the 
business  for  a  year.  He  then  entered  the 
Canadian  Horological  Institute  at  Toronto, 
Ontario,  where  he  pursued  a  two  years '  course 
of  study,  perfecting  himself  in  his  chosen 
trade.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  A.  H. 
Kent,  at  Mount  Clemens,  in  whose  service  he 
remained  for  seven  months,  when  he  obtained 
a  position  in  the  store  of  Chambers  &  Stewart, 
at  Mount  Clemens,  continuing  there  for  three 
years.  In  October,  1904,  he  established  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  at  No.  65  North  Wal- 
nut street,  where  he  carries  a  general  line  of 
jewelry  and  stationery  and  school  supplies 
and  also  does  a  watch  repairing  business.  In 
the  year  which  has  passed  he  has  built  up  a 
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good  trade  and  his  patronage  is  constantly  in- 
creasing. In  March,  1905,  he  took  George 
D.  Switzer  in  partnership,  the  firm  now  being 
Switzer  Brothers. 

Mr.  Switzer  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World  and  has  the  friendship  and  re- 
gard not  only  of  his  brethren  of  the  fraternity 
but  of  many  residents  of  Mount  Clemens. 
He  was  married,  June  17,  1908,  to  Vena  K. 
Jones,  a  daughter  of  Charles  II.  and  Celestia 
(Hart)  Jones,  of  Meade,  Michigan.  The 
young  couple  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  many 
of  the  best  homes  of  Mount  Clemens.  They 
have  one  child,  William  J.,  born  November 
21,  1904.  Mr.  Switzer  is  recognized  as  a 
young  man  of  strict  business  integrity  and 
possesses  strong  jnirpose  and  laudable  ambi- 
tion— qualities  which  are  essential  to  success. 


SYLVESTER  A.  STONE. 

Sylvester  A.  Stone,  whose  home  is  on  sec- 
tion 4,  Bruce  township,  is  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  his  community  and  is  a  successful 
farmer  and  stockraiser.  Since  1843  he  has 
been  a  resident  of  Michigan  and  has  there- 
fore witnessed  much  of  its  growth  and  de- 
velopment, lie  was  born  in  Monroe  county, 
New  York,  March  26,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of 
Solomon  and  Betsy  (Bradley)  Stone.  The 
father  was  born  and  reared  in  Vermont  and 
when  a  young  man  went  to  Monroe  county, 
New  York,  where  he  was  married,  his  wife 
being  a  native  of  Jefferson  county,  that 
state.  Unto  them  were  born  thirteen  chil- 
dren prior  to  the  emigration  of  the  family  to 
Michigan  in  1843.  Locating  in  Macomb 
county,  the  father  entered  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Richmond  township, 
which  he  cleared,  cultivated  and  improved, 
becoming  a  prominent  and  successful  farmer 
of  that  locality,  where  he  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  Of  his  seven  sons  only  our 
subject  is  now  living,  but  three  daughters 
yet  survive,  these  being  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Sher- 
man, now  over  ninety  years  of  age,  her  farm 
in  Bruce  township  being  now  operated  by 
our  subject;  Mrs.  Helen  S.  Allen,  a  widow 
residing  in  the  town  of  Richmond ;  and 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Alexander  Caster  of  Rich- 
mond township. 

S.  A.  Stone  was  only  eleven  years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  this  county  and  here  he  grew  to 
manhood,  attending  the  common  schools  and 
later  the  high  school  at  Almont.  In  1858 
he  was  united  in   marriage  to   Miss   Sarah 


Cordelia  Rowley,  also  a  native  of  New  York 
state,  who  died"  on  the  3d  of  August,  1862. 
Soon  after  the  death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Stone 
entered  the  Union  army,  for  the  Civil  war 
was  then  in  progress,  enlisting  on  the  22d 
of  August,  1862,  in  Company  E,  Fifth  Mich- 
igan Calvalry,  which  was  assigned  to  Gen- 
eral Custer's  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  participated  in  a  number  of  important 
engagements  and  once  was  slightly  wounded 
in  defending  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it 
represented.  When  the  war  closed  he  was 
ill  in  the  hospital  at  Cumberland,  Maryland, 
and  was  there  honorably  discharged. 

After  his  return  home  Mr.  Stone  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Richmond  township  for 
some  years,  owning  a  small  but  well  im- 
proved farm.  In  1873  he  removed  to  Mont- 
calm county  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  near  Carson  City,  but  when  the  railroad 
was  built  through  that  section  he  sold  the 
place  and  bought  another  farm  near  the  city, 
continuing  to  make  his  home  in  that  county 
until  1898,  when  he  disposed  of  his  property 
there  and  returned  to  Macomb  county  to 
take  charge  of  the  farm  of  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Sherman.  In  connection  with  general  farm- 
ing he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  the 
raising  and  feeding  of  stock. 

Mr.  Stone  was  again  married  in  Bruce 
township,  this  county,  in  1868,  to  Miss  Mar- 
tha Bishop,  a  native  of  the  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Truman  and  Mary  (Sherman) 
Bishop.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  two 
sons  who  reached  years  of  maturity.  George 
II.,  the  elder,  was  a  graduate  of  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor  and  became  a  prom- 
inent educator,  teaching  English  in  the 
schools  of  Detroit,  in  which  city  he  died  in 
1890.  Edward  R.  was  reared  and  educated 
by  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Sherman.  He  attended 
the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  and 
after  completing  the  course  took  charge  of 
his  aunt's  farm  and  business  affairs,  which 
he  successfully  conducted  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  April  11,  1899. 
He  w^as  a  young  man  of  exemplary  habits, 
upright  and  honorable  in  all  things,  and  he 
possessed  good  business  ability.  By  his  sec- 
ond marriage  Mr.  Stone  has  three  children  : 
Mary  Louise,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  (!.  F. 
Smith,  of  Belding,  Michigan;  Charles  Clif- 
ford, who  is  married  and  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  dentistry  at  Almont;  and  Stu- 
art S.,  who  is  still  at  home  with  his  parents. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Stone  is  a  stanch 
democrat,  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  James  Buchanan  and  for  every  nominee 
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since  that  time  with  exception  of  1860  and 
1864  when  he  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 
While  a  resident  of  Montcalm  county  he 
served  as  treasurer  of  Bloomer  township  two 
terms  and  was  also  one  of  the  drainage  com- 
missioners. He  has  been  delegate  to  numer- 
ous county  conventions  of  his  party  and  has 
always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs 
as  every  true  American  citizen  should  do. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church 
of  Carson  City,  to  which  his  wife  also  be- 
longs, and  as  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war  and  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
the  community  he  is  certainly  deserving  of 
prominent  mention  in  this  volume.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen. 


PLINY  P.  ANDREWS. 

Pliny  P.  Andrews  owns  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty- five  acres  on  section  8, 
Shelby  township.  He  was  born  in  this  town- 
ship, January  1,  1850,  upon  the  farm  which  is 
yet  his  home,  his  parents  being  Chester  and 
Rhoda  Ann  (Lockwood)  Andrews,  both  na- 
tives of  the  state  of  New  York.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  Hiram  Andrews  and  the 
maternal  grandfather  was  Jeremiah  Lock- 
wood.  Chester  Andrews  was  only  twelve 
years  of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents 
from  the  Empire  state  to  Michigan  in  1832, 
his  birth  having  occurred  on  November  8, 
1820.  His  wife  was  born  January  15,  1823, 
and  was  only  eight  months  old  when  brought 
to  Michigan.  The  grandfather  settled  a  half 
mile  east  of  where  Pliny  P.  Andrews  now 
resides,  purchasing  land  there  of  a  man  who 
had  entered  it  from  the  government.  Mr. 
Lockwood  had  obtained  land  of  the  govern- 
ment and  at  one  time  was  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres,  while  Chester  Andrews  became  the 
owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred 
acres.  He  devoted  his  entire  life  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  passed  away  in  1883.  His 
widow  still  survives  him  and  has  now  reached 
the  age  of  eighty -two  years. 

Pliny  P.  Andrews  was  reared  to  farm  life 
and  pursued  his  education  in  the  Andrews 
school.  He  has  always  devoted  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits  with  the  exception 
of  two  years,  which  he  passed  upon  the  road 
in  locating  agents  for  the  sale  of  a  fertilizer. 
In  recent  years  he  has  rented  his  farm  but 
still  gives  his  attention  to  his  place,  which 
comprises  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  of 
valuable  and  productive  land. 


In  1869  Mr.  Andrews  was  married  to  Miss 
Althea  A.  Dennis,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  (Corwin)  Dennis,  who  were  New  Jersey 
people  and  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day. 
He  and  Mrs.  Andrews  have  one  son,  Prank 
C,  who  was  educated  in  the  Andrews  school 
and  for  one  term  was  a  student  in  Washing- 
ton. He  married  Jennie  Baker  and  they  have 
one  child,  Homer  W.  Frank  C.  Andrews 
is  a  broker  and  bond  dealer  of  Detroit. 

In  his  political  views  Pliny  P.  Andrews 
is  a  stalwart  republican  and  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  eight  years,  proving  a  capa- 
ble officer,  his  decisions  being  strictly  fair  and 
impartial.  lie  belongs  to  the  Maecabee  lodge 
in  Washington,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Union  church  at  Washington.  He  has  seen 
the  country  develop  from  a  wilderness  to  a 
veritable  garden  and  as  the  years  have  passed 
has  taken  just  pride  in  what  has  been  accom- 
plished. He  has  borne  his  full  share  in  the 
work  of  agricultural  improvement  and  has 
also  been  a  co-operant  factor  in  many  meas- 
ures for  the  general  good,  while  in  all  matters 
of  citizenship  he  has  been  loyal  and  in  busi- 
ness affairs  he  has  been  found  worthy  the  trust 
of  the  public. 


JOHN  E.  CAREY 


John  E.  Carey,  who  since  1893  has  con- 
ducted a  florist  business  in  Mount  Clemens 
with  continually  increasing  success,  was  born 
in  Ireland,  April  1,  1857,  his  parents  being 
Matthew  and  Alice  (Clarke)  Carey,  who  were 
also  natives  of  the  Green  Isle  of  Erin.  They 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1861,  locating  at 
Long  Island  City,  New  York,  where  the 
father's  death  occurred  when  he  was  sixty- 
three  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Mat- 
thew Carey  was  the  only  member  of  his  branch 
of  the  family  that  came  to  America. 

John  E.  Carey  received  but  limited  educa- 
tional opportunities.  He  began  work  while 
still  a  boy  as  a  florist  on  Long  Island,  and 
in  1884  he  came  to  the  west,  locating  in 
Detroit,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  florist 
for  about  ten  years.  He  came  to  Mount 
Clemens  in  1893  and  established  business  for 
himself  on  a  small  scale.  He  at  first  had  only 
three  greenhouses  but  has  increased  his  plant 
until  he  now  has  ten  greenhouses  all  located 
at  No.  17  North  Wilson  boulevard  in  Mount 
Clemens.  His  business  is  of  extensive  and 
profitable  proportions  at  the  present  day, 
owing  to  his  well  directed   efforts,  his  thor- 
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ough  knowledge  of  the  work,  his  earnest  de- 
sire to  please  his  patrons  and  his  straightfor- 
ward dealing. 

In  1888  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Carey 
and  Miss  Maggie  Wakefield,  a  native  of 
Canada,  and  their  children  are  John,  Isabella, 
Edith,  James,  Mary  and  Margaret,  all  at  home 
in  Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Carey  is  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Catholic 
Mutual  Benefit  Association.  He  is  a  man  of 
rather  retiring  disposition  but  one  who  com- 
mands the  unqualified  respect  of  the  business 
community.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in 
his  business  career,  taking  great  pride  in  this 
work  and  devoting  his  entire  attention  thereto. 


GEORGE  B.  ROWLEY. 

George  B.  Rowley,  who  carries  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits  in  a  practical  and  pro- 
gressive manner  that  produces  desired  results, 
has  made  his  home  in  Romeo  since  1890, 
while  his  farm  is  situated  in  Ray  township. 
It  was  in  that  township  that  his  birth  oc- 
curred, April  1,  1841.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Brainard  Rowley,  resided  for  many 
years  in  the  Empire  state  and  there  Anson  I). 
Rowley,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  June 
16,  1806.  His  youth  was  passed  in  the  Empire 
state  and  when  a  young  man  he  came  west  to 
Michigan  in  1832,  his  destination  being  Ma- 
comb county.  lie  located  in  Ray  township 
and  from  the  government  secured  a  tract  of 
land  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  which 
was  wild  and  unimproved.  Therefore,  the 
arduous  task  of  clearing  and  developing  it 
devolved  upon  him  and  with  great  energy  he 
undertook  the  work  of  developing  his  farm. 
He  brought  Susan  Becraft  to  preside  over 
his  home,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in 
this  county.  She  was  born,  however,  in  the 
Empire  state,  and  was  there  reared  to  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  when  she  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  her  parents,  Moses  and  Margaret 
(Fenton)  Becraft,  who  thus  cast  in  their  lot 
with  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Macomb  county. 
Mr.  Rowley  having  married,  thus  had  an 
added  impetus  for  effective  and  earnest  labor. 
He  erected  good  buildings  upon  his  farm  and 
developed  a  nice  home,  which  was  surrounded 
by  well  tilled  fields  that  annually  yielded  him 
golden  harvests.  There  he  reared  his  family 
and  spent  his  remaining  days,  passing  away 
in  1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  His 
widow  still  survives  him  and  now  makes  her 
home  with  a  daughter  in  Romeo.     In  their 


family  are  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
all  of  whom  are  living  and  are  now  heads  of 
families.  Wells  A.,  of  Romeo,  born  February 
18,  1834,  married  Mary  Hulbert.  Margaret, 
born  September  21,  1835,  married  Henry 
Rogers  and  after  his  death  became  the  wife 
of  Andrew  Stranahan.  They  live  in  Romeo 
and  have  six  children.  William,  born  March 
16,  1839,  married  Helen  Dows,  and  after  her 
death  wedded  Emma  Welch.  They  live  in 
Ray  township.  Sary  Marie,  born  July  15, 
1841,  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Richards.  George 
B.  is  the  next  of  the  family.  Josephine,  born 
December  12,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Stone,  of  Detroit,  and  has  five  children. 

George  B.  Rowley  was  reared  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads,  no  event  of  special 
importance  occurring  to  vary  the  routine  of 
life  for  him  in  his  boyhood  days.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  and  continued  to  assist 
in  the  operation  of  the  old  homestead  farm 
until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when  he  mar- 
ried and  went  to  a  home  of  his  own.  He 
wedded  Miss  Elizabeth  Rose,  daughter  of  John 
and  Julia  (Fox)  Rose,  in  Ray  township,  June 
7,  1870.  She  is  a  native  of  this  township 
born  February  24,  1844,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  here,  her  father  being  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  1822,  coming  from 
New  York. 

In  the  family  were  the  following  children  : 
Joseph  P.,  born  October  18,  1834,  married 
Clara  Freeman,  lives  in  Detroit  and  has  three 
children.  J.  Wesley,  born  November  11,  1841. 
married  Julia  A.  Fox,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  and  their  home  is  in  Kalamazoo, 
Michigan.  Luna  L.  Rose,  born  November  30, 
1846,  is  the  widow  of  Austin  Bannister  and 
lives  in  Davis,  Michigan. 

Mrs.  Rowley  was  a  teacher  for  several  years 
prior  to  her  marriage  and  is  a  lady  of  superior 
culture  and  refinement,  always  interested  in 
intellectual  development.  She  went  as  a  bride 
to  her  husband's  home,  and  they  continued 
to  reside  on  the  old  homestead  farm  for  a 
year  and  then  removed  to  Armada  towmship, 
where  he  rented  land  for  two  years.  He  then 
returned  to  Ray  township  and  rented  the  place 
which  he  now  owns  continuing  its  cultivation 
for  twro  years.  He  afterwrard  leased  and 
operated  a  farm  in  Washington  township  for 
two  years  and  the  succeeding  years  were  spent 
by  him  in  Bruce  township.  He  next  lived  in 
Romeo  for  a  year  and  in  1882  he  bought  a 
farm  which  he  now  owns,  locating  thereon  in 
that  year.  He  at  once  began  its  further  de- 
velopment and  cultivation  and  year  by  year 
has  continued  the  work  of  improvement  until 
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he  now  has  an  excellent  property.  The  house 
has  been  rebuilt,  two  barns  have  been  built, 
fences  have  also  been  constructed,  the  land 
has  been  tiled,  an  orchard  has  been  planted, 
and  altogether  the  equipments  of  the  farm 
are  such  as  are  found  upon  a  model  property. 
In  1890  he  rented  the  farm  and  leased  a  resi- 
dence property  in  Romeo,  where  he  lived  re- 
tired for  one  or  two  years.  He  then  again 
took  charge  of  his  farm,  which  lie  conducted 
with  the  assistance  of  hired  help  until  1905. 
Tie  now  owns  his  own  home  in  Romeo. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowley  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  one  child.  Merton  E.,  who  is  a  traveling 
salesman  with  headquarters  in  Detroit.  'Mr. 
Rowley,  interested  in  Jefferson i an  democracy, 
has  always  given  his  support  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  that  party  and  for  one  term  he 
served  on  the  village  board,  but  has  always 
been  without  political  aspiration.  His  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  There 
is  in  the  life  history  of  Mr.  Rowley  much  that 
is  commendable  and  worthy  of  emulation, 
for  he  started  out  a  poor  man  and  by  continu- 
ance of  labor,  frugality  and  economy,  com- 
bined with  good  business  judgment,  has 
steadily  advanced  until  he  occupies  a  credita- 
ble place  among  the  substantial  residents  of 
this  part  of  the  state.  His  fellow  townsmen 
have  always  found  him  trustworthy  and  lie 
certainly  deserves  the  somewhat  trite,  but 
honored  American  title  of  a  self-made  man. 


EDWIN  E.  CONNOR. 

Edwin  E.  Connor  was  born  February  13, 
1859,  on  the  old  family  homestead  in  Shelby 
township,  where  he  yet  lives,  his  parents  being 
David  and  Sarah  (Price)  Connor.  The 
father  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  October 
25,  1813,  and  removed  from  the  state  of  New 
York  to  Michigan  in  1836,  settling  in  Utiea. 
His  childhood  and  youth  were  passed  in  New 
York  city  and  there  he  learned  the  trade  of 
coach  building  and  following  his  removal  to 
Utiea  he  engaged  in  carriage  making.  He 
remained  a  resident  of  Utiea  for  about  ten 
years  and  during  that  time  was  married,  in 
1842,  to  Miss  Sarah  Price.  Four  years  later 
they  removed  to  the  old  Price  farm,  her 
father  having  died  in  1838.  Mrs.  Connor 
had  three  sisters  and  seven  brothers  of  whom 
Phillip  is  still  living  at  Marlette,  Michigan, 
being  a  retired  farmer  there.  Adam  Price, 
Mrs.  Connor's  father,  was  one  of  the  valued 
pioneer  residents  of  the  county  and  he  built 
the  second  house  in  Utiea  and  also  the  first 


mill.     He  came  to  Michigan  from  Rochester, 
New  York,  traveling  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal 
and  on  a  steamboat  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit 
and  thence  by  ox-team  to  Royal  Oak,  where 
he  was  entertained  by  a  family  who  lived  in 
a   log  house   of  one   room,   beds   being  made 
upon   the    floor   to    accommodate    the    guests. 
After  reaching  Utiea  Mr.  Price  lived  with  his 
brother,  Jacob  Price,  whose  house  was  the  first 
in  the  town,  it  standing  on  the  site  now  occu- 
pied by  the  store  owned  by  George  Roberson. 
There  was  only  one  house  between  Utiea  and 
Washington  and  there  was  no  railroad,  not 
even  a  wagon  road — only  an  old  Indian  trail. 
Many  of  the  red  men  still  lived  in  the  state, 
there  being  two  hundred  of  them   encamped 
in   Utiea  on  their  way  to  get  presents  to  be 
given  them  by  the  government.     There  were 
bears  and  wolves  in  the  forests  and  frequently 
large   herds   of   deer   were   seen,    while   less:er 
game  was  to  be  had  in  abundance.     The  Price1 
family  endured  all  the  hardships  incident  to 
pioneer  life  and  also  enjoyed  many  pleasures 
such  as  are  unknown  at  the  present  day.     Mrs. 
Connor  attended  school,   being  a   student   in 
an  old  log  schoolhouse.     The  teacher  was  Mr. 
Whitniore   who   gave   instruction    in    reading, 
writing,      arithmetic      and      grammar.        Old 
fashioned  spelling  matches  were  held  in  which 
everybody   in   the   neighborhood    participated 
and  there  was  much  pleasant  rivalry  through 
one's  ability  to  spell  and  some  good  speller? 
were    produced    in    this    way.      Mrs.    Connoi 
eventually   became    a   teacher,    receiving   one 
dollar  per  week   for  teaching  school   for  six 
days  per  week.    One  of  the  rooms  in  the  house 
was  used  for  school  purposes.     The  old  house 
is  still  standing  in  which  Mrs.  Connor  taught 
school,  and  in  which  her  son,  Edwin  E.,  was 
born. 

Edwin  E.  Connor  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Disco  and  Utiea.  He 
has  always  followed  farming,  having  been 
trained  in  early  manhood  to  the  labors  of 
field  and  meadow  so  that  practical  experience 
well  qualified  him  to  carry  on  his  work  after 
attaining  his  majority.  He  has  made  many 
excellent  improvements  on  the  old  homestead 
and  everything  about  the  place  is  in  good 
condition,  the  buildings  and  fences  always 
being  kept  in  repair  while  the  fields  produce 
good  crops.  He  has  here  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  rich  land  and  annually  secures 
golden  harvests  as  the  reward  for  the  care 
and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon  his  farm. 

Mr.  Connor  was  married  to  Miss  Ella 
George,  who  was  a  daughter  of  J.  K.  George 
and   died  in  1889.     For  his  second  wife  he 
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chose  Rachel  Cluff,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Jane  (Griffin)  Cluff,  who  are  natives  of 
Canada.  This  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
1893  and  in  1896  a  child  was  born  unto  them 
but  died  the  same  year.  Mr.  Connor  is  a 
republican  in  his  political  views  and  has  held 
the  office  of  supervisor  for  three  years.  He 
wras  also  at  one  time  school  inspector.  He  has 
a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  township  and 
county  where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed 
and  he  is  to-day  classed  with  the  representa- 
tive farmers  here. 


GENERAL   CORTEZ  FESSENDEN. 

General  Cortez  Fessenden,  who  is  now  liv- 
ing retired  in  Romeo,  has  been  one  of  the 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Ma- 
comb county  and  a  resident  of  Michigan  for 
many  years.  He  is  numbered  among  the 
old  settlers  here,  dating  his  residence  in  the 
county  since  1846.  He  is  a  native  of  Can- 
ada, born  October  11,  1825.  His  father, 
Eben  Fessenden,  was  born  in  Worcester 
county,  Massachusetts,  and  was  descended 
from  English  ancestory,  two  brothers  hav- 
ing emigrated  from  the  "merrie  isle"  to  the 
new  world,  being  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  Eben  Fessenden 
was  reared  in  the  state  of  his  nativity  and 
when  a  young  man  went  to  Vermont,  where 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Moss,  who 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  but  wras  reared  in 
the  Green  Mountain  state.  Mr.  Fessenden 
owned  land  in  both  Vermont  and  Canada 
and  for  some  years  he  resided  across  the 
border  in  Canada,  rearing  his  family  there 
and  spending  his  last  days  in  the  Dominion. 
His  wife  survived  him  for  a  number  of  years. 

General  Fessenden  was  educated  in  Ver- 
mont and  Canada,  attending  the  common 
and  high  schools.  Study  at  home  has  also 
greatly  broadened  his  knowledge.  He  has 
long  been  a  close  and  earnest  student  and 
has  kept  in  touch  with  the  world's  progress 
and  with  the  great  questions  affecting  the  so- 
cial economic  policy  of  the  country.  When  a 
young  man  he  studied  surveying,  gaining  his 
knowledge  largely  by  practical  experience  in 
the  field  and  thus  he  became  an  expert  sur- 
veyor. He  came  to  Macomb  county  in  1846, 
settling  first  at  Romeo,  where  he  taught  school 
through  the  succeeding  winter  and  also  con- 
tinued his  educational  work  for  a  number 
of  years  and  at  the  same  time  surveying  as 
opportunity  offered.  Ambitious  to  improve 
his  own  education  he  became  a  student  in 


the  academy  at  Romeo  after  it  was  estab- 
lished, and  subsequently  he  again  taught 
school.  In  1856  he  went  to  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  engaged  in  surveying,  open- 
ing an  office  in  a  room  adjoining  the  room 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  with  whom  he  became 
personally  acquainted  and  a  warm  friend- 
ship sprung  up  between  them. 

General  Fessenden  remained  in  Illinois  for 
some  years  and  next  went  to  Dakota  on  a 
general  survey,  having  a  government  con- 
tract for  that  work  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  For  three  years  he  was  engaged 
there,  after  which  he  returned  to  Romeo  and 
purchased  a  farm,  which  he  cultivated  for 
a  year.  On  selling  that  property  he  took 
up"  his  abode  in  the  town,  where  he  lived 
until  1881,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent James  A.  Garfield  to  the  position  of 
surveyor  general  of  Dakota.  Here  he  had 
charge  of  an  engineering  corps  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  surveyors  in  the  territory. 
In  fact  he  had  general  supervision  of  the 
work  in  that  line  and  the  letting  of  con- 
tracts and  for  four  years  he  continued  in 
the  position,  rendering  capable  service  by 
reason  of  his  ability  as  a  surveyor.  In  this 
county  he  was  elected  and  served  for  five 
terms1  as  county  surveyor,  and  he  was  also 
elected  on  two  other  occasions,  but  refused 
to  qualify.  He  is  now  living  a  retired  life, 
enjoying  a  rest  which  he  has  truly  earned 
and  richly  deserves. 

General  Fessenden  was  married  in  Romeo 
in  1863  to  Miss  Caroline  Sterling,  a  native 
of  Livingston  county,  New  York,  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  her  girlhood  days  and  was 
here  reared.  Her  death  occurred  in  Romeo, 
in  March,  1877,  and  she  left  a  daughter, 
Agnes  L.,  who,  having  completed  the  high 
school  course  in  Romeo,  attended  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  from 
which  she  was  graduated.  She  now  holds 
a  life  certificate  for  this  state  and  has  been 
a  teacher  in  the  high  school  at  Romeo  for 
ten  or  twelve  years.  In  1881  General  Fes- 
senden wras  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Emma  Smith,  a  native  of 
this  state. 

When  age  gave  to  him  the  right  of  fran- 
chise he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  whig 
party  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  General  Winfield  Scott.  In  1860  he  siip- 
ported  his  republican  friend,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, and  has  since  voted  for  each  republi- 
can nominee  of  the  republican  party.  He 
has  been  a  delegate  to  county  and  state  con- 
ventions and  has  always  been  interested  in 


GENERAL  CORTEZ   FESSENDEN. 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


189 


political  questions.  He  has  resided  in  Romeo 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  for 
fifty-nine  years.  He  is  a  man  whom  to 
know  is  to  esteem  and  honor  because  of  his 
strength  of  character,  his  upright  princi- 
ples and  his  fidelity  to  every  course  that  he 
has  believed  to  be  right.  He  has  had  a  wide 
acquaintance  among  prominent  men  and  has 
enjoyed  their  friendship  because  he  was 
worthy  of  their  regard.  He  is  to-day  classed 
with  the  pioneer  residents  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty and  as  one  of  its  representative  citizens 
deserves  mention  on  the  pages  of  its  history. 


AUGUST  F.  KAISER. 

The  history  of  city,  state  or  nation  is  chiefly 
the  chronicle  of  the  lives  and  deeds  of  those 
who  have  conferred  honor  and  dignity  upon 
society.  The  world  judges  the  character  of  a 
community  by  that  of  its  representative  citi- 
zens and  August  F.  Kaiser  was  numbered 
among  those  whose  works  and  acts  constitute 
the  record  of  Mount  Clemens'  prosperity  and 
pride.  He  died  January  6,  1902,  at  the  com- 
paratively early  age  of  forty-eight  years,  but 
his  entire  life  was  spent  in  Macomb  county 
and  all  who  knew  him — and  his  acquaintance 
was  a  wide  one — entertained  for  him  unquali- 
fied regard  and  esteem.  His  educational  priv- 
ileges were  somewhat  limited,  but  reading, 
experience  and  observation  broadened  his 
knowledge  in  later  life.  lie  was  early  em- 
ployed on  a  farm  and  in  this  way  gained  his 
start  in  the  business  world.  For  a  long  period 
he  was  identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
New  Haven  and  he  served  as  postmaster  there 
under  the  administration  of  President  Harri- 
son. In  1894  he  removed  to  Mount  Clemens, 
upon  being  elected  county  treasurer  on  the 
republican  ticket.  He  was  re-elected  in  1896 
and  on  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  he 
retired  from  office  as  he  had  entered  it — with 
the  trust  and  good  will  of  all  concerned.  He 
then  associated  himself  with  Thomas  Broome 
and  established  a  general  crockery  and  china- 
ware  store,  becoming  the  senior  partner  of 
Kaiser  &  Broome.  The  business  is  still  con- 
ducted under  the  old  firm  name  at  No.  49 
North  Walnut  street,  in  Mount  Clemens,  Mrs. 
Kaiser  still  retaining  the  former-  interest  of 
her  husband  in  the  business.  Owing  to  fail- 
ing health  for  several  months  prior  to  his 
demise,  Mr.  Kaiser  was  not  actively  engaged 
in  the  conduct  of  the  store.  His  condition  was 
often  critical  and  he  submitted  to  a  succession 
of  operations.     A  recovery  was  never  antici- 


pated, but  relief  could  only  be  obtained 
through  these  operations  and*  ultimately  he 
passed  away  in  Harper  Hospital,  in  Detroit, 
It  was  on  the  9th  of  October,  1882,  that  Mr. 
Kaiser  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
IT.  Hopkins,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  and 
Diana  (Price)  Hopkins,  of  Macomb  county, 
who  were  natives  of  England  and  on  emigrat- 
ing to  America  settled  first  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  whence  they  removed  to  Macomb  county 
in  1855.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kaiser  became  the 
parent:'  of  one  daughter,  Grace,  who  was 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan, 
at  Ann  Arbor,  with  the  class  of  1904,  and  is 
now  a  teacher  of  languages  in  the  high  school 
at  .Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Kaiser  belonged  to 
Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  was  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  judg- 
ment and  of  sterling  worth.  His  career 
proved  that  the  only  true  success  in  life  is 
that  which  is  accomplished  by  personal  effort 
and  consecutive  industry.  It  also  proved  that 
the  road  to  success  is  open  to  all  young  men 
who  have  the  courage  to  tread  its  pathway 
and  the  life  record  of  such  a  man  should  serve 
as  an  inspiration  to  the  youth  of  this  and 
future  generations  and  to  teach  that  success 
is  ambition's  answer.  He  was  devoted  to  his 
family  and  while  his  many  friends  recognized 
his  many  excellent  traits  of  character,  his  best 
qualities  were  reserved  for  the  members  of  his 
household. 


LOUIS  F.  WOLF. 

.Louis  F.  Wolf,  who  is  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  in  Mount  Clemens,  is  a  native 
of  Otter  Lake,  Michigan,  born  January  8, 
1886,  and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  L.  and  Emma 
(Sehott)  Wolf,  who  were  natives  of  Roseville 
and  Waldenburg,  .Michigan,  respectively.  The 
former  was  born  December  11,  1862,  and  was 
a  son  of  Frederick  Wolf,  who  was  a  native  of 
Germany  and  came  to  the  United  States 
when  thirteen  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he 
took  up  his  abode  in  Macomb  county  and  is 
now  living  in  .Mount  Clemens,  being  one  of  the 
leading  and  valued  pioneer  residents  of  this 
part  of  the  state.  His  son,  Frederick  L.  Wolf, 
was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
eight  children  and  after  acquiring  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  he  began  learning 
the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  later  followed 
in  Detroit,  Michigan.  He  became  a  resident 
of  Mount  Clemens  in  1887  and  here  estab- 
lished   a    hardware    business    in    1895.      This 
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business  is  now  located  at  No.  76  Macomb 
street  and  is  conducted  by  his  son,  Louis  F., 
who  has  been  manager  since  August  1,  1903. 
Mr.  Wolf  has  made  for  himself  a  creditable 
place  in  business  circles  and  enjoys  the  entire 
confidence  of  the  community.  In  early  man- 
hood he  married  Emma  Schott,  a  daughter  of 
John  Schott,  of  Mount  Clemens.  Her  father 
was  proprietor  of  a  lumber  mill  at  Walden- 
burg  and  at  Otter  Lake  for  several  years. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  L.  Wolf  were 
born  five  children:  Louis  F.,  Elina,  Arthur, 
Dora  and  Ella,  but  the  youngest  died  in  1901, 
at  the  age  of  three  years. 

Louis  F.  Wolf  pursued  his  education  111 
the  public  schools  and  in  Miles  Business  Col- 
lege of  Mount  Clemens.  He  entered  upon  his 
business  career  as  a  clerk  in  his  father's 
hardware  store  in  1899,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  until  he  was  made  manager  on  the 
1st  of  August,  1903,  being  then  but  seventeen 
years  of  age.  He  is  a  young  man  of  marked 
enterprise  and  executive  ability,  possessing 
the  spirit  of  energy  which  has  been  the  domi- 
nant factor  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  middle 
west.  He  is  a  member  of  the  German  Luth- 
eran church  and  is  president  of  the  Young 
People's  Society  of  that  organization.  An 
advocate  of  progress  and  improvement,  he  is 
in  his  own  career  making  steady  advancement 
along  material,  intellectual  and  moral  lines 
and  he  commands  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  all  who  know  him. 


FLOYD  E.  ANDREWS. 

Floyd  E.  Andrews,  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law  in  New  Baltimore,  was  born  in  Bergen, 
Genesee  county,  New  York,  August  8,  1866, 
a  son  of  George  J.  and  Marion  J.  Andrews,  the 
former  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His  more 
specifically  literary  education  was  completed 
by  graduation  from  the  high  school  of  Battle 
Creek,  Michigan,  with  the  class  of  1886,  and 
then  having  determined  to  make  the  practice 
of  law  his  life  work  he  became  a  student  in 
the  office  and  under  the  direction  of  Mechem, 
Hulbert  &  Mechem,  attorneys  of  Battle  Creek, 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  November  9,  1889. 

Mr.  Andrews  has  been  a  resident  of  Michi- 
gan since  1871,  at  which  time  he  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  this  state,  the  family  home 
being  established  on  a  farm  near  Battle  Creek, 
and  while  a  schoolboy  his  vacation  months 
were  largely  spent  in  assisting  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  'fields  and  the  harvesting  of  crops. 
Following  his   admission  to   the   bar   he   en- 


tered upon  the  practice  of  law  and  in  January, 
1891,  he  was  appointed  chief  clerk  in  the 
corporation  division  of  the  secretary  of  state 's 
office,  at  Lansing,  Michigan,  under  Daniel  E. 
Soper,  which  position  he  filled  until  there 
occurred  a  change  in  the  administration.  He 
was  then  transferred,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1893,  to  the  insurance  department  under  Will- 
iam E.  Magill,  then  commissioner  of  insur- 
ance, to  assist  in  the  compilation  of  his  report 
and  acted  in  that  capacity  for  six  months, 
when  his  superior  officer  was  succeeded  by  a 
republican. 

In  July,  1893,  Mr.  Andrews  removed  to 
Montana,  where  he  remained  for  seven  months 
when  he  returned  to  Michigan  and  later 
opened  a  law  office  at  Morley,  Mecosta 
county,  Michigan,  where  he  remained  until 
May,  1897.  He  then  removed  to  New  Balti- 
more, where  he  has  continued  in  the  practice 
of  law  ever  since,  having  now  a  good  clientage 
of  an  important  character.  As  a  law  student 
he  was  thorough  and  in  his  practice  he  is 
painstaking  and  practical  in  the  preparation 
of  his  cases,  carefully  weighing  the  evidence, 
and  the  law  applicable  thereto,  and  present- 
ing his  cause  in  a  clear,  logical  form. 

Mr.  Andrews  has  ever  given  an  unfalter- 
ing support  to  the  democratic  party.  He  was 
a  candidate  for  prosecuting  attorney  of  Ma- 
comb county  in  1897  and  1899  and  for  rep- 
resentative to  the  state  legislature  in  1901, 
but  was  defeated  with  the  entire  ticket,  He 
is  now  president  of  the  village.  He  holds 
membership  with  the  Modern  Maccabees,  was 
commander  of  the  local  tent  for  four  years 
and  representative  to  the  great  camp  in  1899 
and  1903.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Modern 
AVoodmen  Camp.  He  was  married,  July  6, 
1890,  to  Winifred  W.  Westfall,  of  Hudson, 
Michigan,  and  they  are  prominent  socially  in 
New  Baltimore.  Mr.  Andrews  is  interested 
in  all  the  questions  of  the  day  which  affect 
local  progress  or  the  national  welfare,  is  a 
man  of  broad  mind  and  has  had  no  little  in- 
fluence in  molding  public  thought  and  action 
in  his  locality. 


FRANK  X.  TOUSCANY. 

Frank  X.  Touscany,  whose  success  and 
prominence  in  business  circles  is  the  indica- 
tion of  an  activity  in  commercial  life  that 
brooks  no  obstacles,  was  born  in  Harrison 
township,  Macomb  county,  November  20, 
1877,  his  parents  being  Amand  and  Amelia 
(Stark)    Touscany,    the   former   a   native   of 
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Macomb  county,  and  the  latter  of  Germany. 
The  Touscany  family,  however,  is  of  French 
lineage  and  representatives  of  the  name  came 
to  Michigan  at  an  early  day,  taking  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  development  and  progress  of 
Macomb  county.  Amand  Touscany  was  a 
farmer  who  followed  his  occupation  in  Harri- 
son township  for  a  long  period.  He  wedded 
Miss  Amelia  Stark  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children :  Frank  X. ;  Jacob, 
who  is  living  in  Mount  Clemens;  Amand  and 
Louis,  of  Mount  Clemens;  Louisa  W.,  the 
wife  of  Edward  Irwin,  of  Mount  Clemens; 
Anna,  the  wife  of  Anthony  llaller,  of  this 
city;  and  Nellie,  at  home. 

Mr.  Touscany  pursued  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Mount  Clemens,  continuing 
there  until  he  had  completed  a   high  school 
course,  and  he  also  pursued  a  business  course 
in  Detroit  Business  University,  in  1895.     In 
his  youth,   when   his  time  was  not  occupied 
by  his  text-books,  he  worked  upon  the  home 
farm  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
accepted  the  position  of  bookkeeper  for  the 
firm  of  llaller  &  Company,  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, acting  in  that  capacity  for  three  and  a 
half  years.     On  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  began  business  on  his  own  account  as  a 
dealer  in  groceries,  meats  and  provisions.  He 
became    associated   in   partnership   with   An- 
thony Seibert,  under  the  firm  name  of  Seibert 
&  Touscany,  their  store  being  located  in  the 
Czizek  block,  from  June,   1902,  until  March 
30,   1903,  when  they  purchased  the  grocery, 
meat  and  provision  business  of  August  Prin- 
gintz,  at  No.  75  North  Walnut  street,  to  which 
place  they  removed,  adding  this  stock  to  the 
one  which  they  had  previously  purchased.     A 
large  and  constantly  increasing  business  has 
been  the  result,  and  during  the  past  year  their 
sales    amounted    to    one    hundred    thousand 
dollars,  theirs  being  one  of  the  leading  mercan- 
tile enterprises  of  the  kind  in  Mount  Clemens. 
On  the  1st  of  October,  1902,  Mr.  Touscany 
was  married  to  Lillian  M.  Schanher,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Frank  Schanher,  of  Detroit,     She  died 
September  24,  1903,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years,  leaving  a  son,  Clifford  J.     Mr.  Tous- 
cany belongs  to  the  Catholic  Mutual  Benevo- 
lent Association  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 
He   is   an   energetic   young  business   man   of 
Mount  Clemens,  progressive  and  alive  to  the 
interests  that  engage  his  attention,  and  what- 
ever he  undertakes  he  carries  forward  to  suc- 
cessful completion,  having  the  ability  to  in- 
stitute new  methods  where  none  exist  and  to 
utilize   opportunities   to   his   own   advantage. 
Moreover,   his   business   methods   are   strictly 


fair  and  will  bear  closest  investigation  and 
scrutiny  and  the  house  of  which  he  is  part 
owner  bears  an  enviable  reputation  in  trade 
circles. 


JOSEPH  WELLER. 


Joseph  Weller,  having  put  aside  the  duties 
and  labors  connected  with  the  trade  of  car- 
pentering,   is   now   living   retired   in   Romeo. 
His  life  record  began  July  4,  1831,  in  Ches- 
terfield   township,    where    his    father,    Elisha 
Weller,   located  in  early  pioneer  times.     He 
was  born  in  Warren  county,  New  Jersey,  in 
1800,  and  was  a  son  of  George  Weller,  who 
was  of  German  ancestry.    Elisha  Weller  spent 
the   days   of  his   boyhood   and  youth   in   the 
state  of  his  nativity  and  was  married  there 
to  Miss  Maria  Vanetta,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Philadelphia,  where  she  remained  up  to  the 
time   of  her  marriage.      The  year  1831   wit- 
nessed their  arrival  in  the  state  of  Michigan 
and  they  located  in  Chesterfield  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  where  Mr.  Weller  secured  three 
tracts  of  land  of  eighty  acres  each,  making  the 
purchase  from  the  government.     He  cut  the 
first  stick  of  timber  upon  this  place  and  con- 
tinued to  clear  away  the  trees  until  there  was 
a  space  sufficient  to  plant  a  crop.     As  time 
passed  he  continued  his  work  of  preparing  the 
soil  for  cultivation  and  later  rich  harvests  re- 
warded his  labors.    He  always  remained  upon 
his  farm,  where  his  death  occurred  in  March, 
1903.     He  had  long  survived  his  wife,  who 
died   in   1863.      Their   family   numbered   ten 
children    who    reached    adult    age    and   three 
sons    and    three    daughters    are    yet    living, 
namely :  Samuel,  a  resident  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens; George,  who  owns  and  operates  a  part  of 
the  old  homestead  farm;  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Sav- 
age, living  in  Mount  Clemens;  Mrs.  Catherine 
M.    Wyckoff,    a   widow,    residing   in   Detroit, 
and  Mary  II.,  the  wife  of  Thurston  Knight,  of 
Mount  Clemens.     Those  deceased  are :     Will- 
iam, who  was  married  and  lived  in  Chester- 
field township  until  his  death  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years;  Charles,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-eight  years ;  Elizabeth,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Jacob  Brand  and  died  about 
1895,   and   John   C,   who  was  a   resident   of 
Chesterfield  township  and  died  in  November 
1904. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  Joseph 
Weller  we  present  to  our  readers  one  whose 
long  residence  and  active  life  in  Macomb 
county  have  gained  him  a  wide  and  favorable 
acquaintance.     He  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
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the  township  of  his  nativity  and  attended 
the  common  schools  there.  He  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  which  he  followed  in  early 
life  in  connection  with  farm  work.  lie  after- 
ward bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  adjoining 
his  father's  place  and  there  he  devoted  his 
time  and  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
also  assisted  in  the  operation  of  the  old  home- 
stead. In  January,  1865,  he  was  married  in 
Armada  to  Miss  Jennet  Kennedy,  who  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  Armada  town- 
ship, a  daughter  of  T.  P.  Kennedy,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  Empire  state.  In  the 
fall  following  his  marriage  Mr.  Weller  pur- 
chased the  sash,  door  and  blind  factory  at 
Romeo  in  connection  with  his  brother-in-law, 
A.  Kennedy,  and  was  in  that  business  for 
seven  or  eight  years,  when  he  sold  out.  Sub- 
sequently he  followed  the  carpentering  trade 
during  the  building  season,  lie  bought  a  res- 
idence which  he  now  occupies,  made  extensive 
and  substantial  improvements  thereon  and 
now  has  a  very  comfortable  and  desirable 
home. 

Mr.  Weller  is  interested  in  public  progress 
along-  all  lines  of  permanent  benefit  and  con- 
tributes generously  to  the  support  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  his 
wife  is  a  memoer.  lie  has  spent  his  entire 
life  in  this  county  and  is  largely  familiar 
with  the  history  of  its  growth  and  upbuilding*. 
lie  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railroad  and  has  been  identified  with 
many  public  interests  that  have  proven  of 
marked  value  to  the  county,  lie  votes  with 
the  republican  party  and  although  he  has 
never  sought  nor  desired  office  he  has  always 
been  a  useful  citizen,  living  an  exemplary  life 
and  having  the  good  will  and  trust  of  the 
entire  community. 


VICTOR  A.  MOROSS. 

Victor  A.  Moross  is  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  earliest  families  of  Michigan,  and 
traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Henry  of  Navarre 
of  France,  whence  representatives  of  the 
name  came  to  America  at  a  very  early  day. 
The  great-grandfather,  Antoine  Moross, 
having'  come  to  this  continent  with  Mont- 
calm's army,  was  in  command  of  a  portion  of 
it  during"  the  battle  of  the  Plains  of  Abraham 
in  1763.  After  the  surrender  of  Montcalm, 
he,  with  a  number  of  the  higher  officers,  came 
to  Detroit.  He  was  the  first  of  the  name  to 
settle  in  Michigan,  taking  up  his  abode  in 
Wayne  county  on  the  Detroit  river,  opposite 


what  is  now  known  as  Belle  Isle.  He  was 
the  father  of  seven  children,  the  eldest  being 
his  son,  Ignace  Moross,  who  took  up  his 
abode  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  river  in 
1807.  At  one  time  he  was  known  as  the 
largest  seed  wheat  raiser  in  Michigan.  He 
also  was  the  owner  of  the  first  boat  that  plied 
on  this  river,  making  frequent  trips  from  its 
mouth  to  Detroit.  He  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  Michigan,  and  spent  his  entire  life, 
between  Detroit  and  Mount  Clemens,  living 
at  various  points.  He  was  a  contractor  and 
builder.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812,  being  a  captain  of  the  artillery.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Mackinaw, 
and  at  the  time  the  English  captured  Detroit 
he  was  made  a  prisoner.  While  a  prisoner 
of  war  he  was  forced  to  assist  in  hewing  the 
timber  to  build  one  of  the  war  vessels  for 
the  English  that  took  an  active  part  in  the 
battle  on  Lake  Erie,.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  returned  to  his  home,  then  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Clinton  river.  In  later  years 
he  and  his  son,  Antoine  Moross,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  were  the  first  to  raft  lumber 
through  Lake  St.  Clair  to  Detroit.  He  was 
a  great  horseman,  at  one  time  owning  the 
fastest  horse  between  Monroe  and  St.  (Hair. 
His  death  occurred  when  he  had  reached 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  being 
buried  at  Crosse  Pointe,  in  Wayne  county. 

Antoine  Moross,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Michigan,  and 
was  taken  to  Macomb  county  by  his  father. 
Ignace  Moross,  when  twelve  years  of  age. 
and  during  his  business  career,  followed 
farming  and  lumbering.  He  was  commis- 
sioned ensign  of  volunteers  by  Lewis  Cass, 
in  1827,  and  proved  a  very  efficient  officer 
during  several  encounters  with  the  Indians, 
and  was  held  in  great  respect  by  them, 
being  called  by  them,  "Twenashas,"  mean- 
ing "Heap  Big  Chief."  This  name  he  re- 
ceived because  of  his  utter  fearlessness  of 
them.  It  is  related  that  at  one  time,  after 
one  of  their  raids,  he  went  among  them, 
single-handed  and  alone,  and  recovered  cat- 
tle and  horses  which  they  had  stolen,  and  ad- 
ministered a  reprimand  to  them.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Cecelia  Trombly,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Trombly,  and  settled  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Clinton  river,  until  1829,  when  he  took 
up  his  residence  just  outside  of  the  city  of 
Mount  Clemens.  He  helped  survey  the  mili- 
tary state  road  from  Detroit  to  Port  Gratiot, 
now  known  as  Gratiot  road.  His  wife  en- 
joyed the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
woman   who   rode   from    Mount   Clemens   to 
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Detroit,  after  the  road  had  been  cut  through 
a  vast  forest  of  solid  timber,  not  passing  a 
single  house  on  her  journey.  He  was  closely 
associated  with  the  material  development 
of  Macomb  county,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  at  tin1  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  They 
wore  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
Victor  A.,  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 
Those  living  are:  Tgnace,  of  Xew  Balti- 
more; Victor,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Frank 
Provost,  of  Mount  Clemens.  Those  doooasod 
are  Ann.  .Joseph  and  Calista. 

Victor  A,.  Moross  was  born  in  Mount 
Clemens,  February  17,  1833,  being  tin1  third 
generation  of  Morosses  born  in  Michigan, 
lie  pursued  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Mount  Clemens  and  in  Notre  Dame 
I  niversity,  of  Indiana,  where  he  completed 
his  studies  in  1  H;14.  He  afterward  engaged 
in  farming  on  land  which  is  now  included 
in  the  city  limits  of  Mount  Clemens.  Later 
he  went  to  Detroit  and  learned  the  mason's 
trade,  and  associated  with  his  brother  Joseph 
A.  in  the  contracting  and  building  Jme.  At 
that  time  they  were  among  the  foremost  of 
Detroit's  contractors.  After  several  years 
he  returned  to  Mount  Clemens,  following  the 
same  line  of  business,  and  erected  a  number 
of  the  prominent  buildings,  including  the 
Chambers  and  Stewart  building,  the  Mount 
Clemens  Brewery,  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Medea  Cottage  and  the  Lexington 
Hotel,  which  was  erected  for  his  private  res- 
idence and  which  was  used  as  a  county  build- 
ing during  the  erection  of  the  Macomb 
county  courthouse  in  1880.  His  excellent 
workmanship  and  his  fidelity  to  the  terms 
of  his  contracts  secured  him  a  liberal  patron- 
age, and  one  which  he  justly  deserved.  He 
is  now  living  a  retired  life,  having  secured  a 
comfortable  competence  as  the  result  of  his 
enterprise  and  well  directed  efforts. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1866,  Mr.  Moross  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Philomena 
Labadie,  who  died  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  fifty 
years.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
George  A.  and  Helena,  now  deceased;  Cecilia 
II.,  the  wife  of  David  Grandy;  Charles  V., 
proprietor  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Transfer 
Company;  May  Belle  Marie;  Margaret  R., 
and  Victoria  Gloria.  Mr.  Moross  is  a  demo- 
crat in  his  political  views  and  he  served  for 
three  years  as  township  treasurer.  He  has 
also  been  a  delegate  to  the  county  and  state 
conventions,  and  is  interested  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  success  and  growth  of  his  party. 
He  belongs  to  the  Mount  Clemens  Hunting 


and  Fishing  Club,  and  in  fact  was  one  of  its 
organizers.  He  belongs  to  the  "Old  Crowd," 
to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  is  a  member 
01  St.  Peter's  Catholic  church.  He  represents 
one  of  the  prominent  pioneer  families  of 
this  part  of  the  state,  the  Moross  family  hav- 
ing had  much  to  do  with  its  early  settlement, 
with  the  clearing  of  the  timber,  the  develop- 
ment of  the  land  and  with  the  work  of  re- 
claiming this  district  for  the  purpose  of 
civilization.  Mr.  Moross  recalls  many  inci- 
dents concerning  the  early  days  when  in  his 
boyhood  lie  became  familiar  with  the  con- 
ditions of  pioneer  life.  His  has  been  an 
honorable,  useful  and  active  career,  and  he 
may  well  be  classed  with  the  representative- 
men  and  valued  citizens  of  Mount  Clemens, 
Michigan. 


FERDINAND  WOLFF. 

Ferdinand  Wolff  is  a  native  of  Fridberg, 
Germany,  born  September  8,  1831,  his  parents 
being  John  and  Alary  (Schmidt)  Wolff,  who 
were  also  natives  of  that  country,  where  they 
spent  their  entire  lives,  and  the  father  be- 
longed to  a  family  of  six  children,  he  being 
the  eldest.  All  lived  and  died  in  Germany, 
John  Wolff  passing  away  in  1848,  when  fifty- 
one  years  of  age.  His  son,  Robert  Wolff, 
came  from  Germany  to  America  in  1861  and 
followed  the  shoemaker's  trade  in  Bay  City, 
Michigan,  where  he  yet  resides. 

Ferdinand  Wolff,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  spent  the  clays  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  his  native  land  and  pursued  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  there.  He 
was  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death.  Eventually  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica, believing  that  he  might  have  better  busi- 
ness opportunities  in  the  new  world.  It  was 
in  1863  that  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  locating 
in  New  Baltimore,  Macomb  county,  where  he 
followed  the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  had 
learned  in  Germany,  having  entered  upon  an 
apprenticeship  to  that  work  when  thirteen 
years  of  age.  Opening  a  shoe  shop  in  Mount 
Clemens  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1863, 
he  conducted  business  in  that  way  until  1885, 
when  he  established  a  general  shoe  store  which 
he  has  since  conducted  at  his  present  location. 
During  the  year  1903  he  remodeled  and  en- 
larged the  store  and  now  has  a  very  attractive 
place  of  business  in  which  he  is  enjoying  a 
good  patronage. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  1855,  Mr.  Wolff  was 
married  to  Amelia  Lambrecht,  a  daughter  oi 
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John  Lambrecht,  a  native  of  Germany,  the 
family  coming'  to  the  United  States  in  1864 
and  settling  in  Macomb  comity.  He  after- 
ward went  to  Bay  City,  Michigan,  and  later 
to  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  died  in  1893, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  The  broth- 
ers and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Wolff  are  as  follows : 
Godhelp  Lambrecht,  who  is  a  clergyman  of  a 
German  Evangelical  church  in  Chicago; 
John,  who  is  pastor  of  a  German  Evangelical 
church  in  Detroit;  Gustav,  who  is  living  at 
Frankfort  Station,  Illinois,  also  a  pastor  of 
the  German  Evangelical  church;  Charles, 
Julius  and  Edward,  who  are  shoemakers  of 
Bay  City,  Michigan. 

In  1904  Mr.  Wolff  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  23d  of 
July,  of  that  year,  when  seventy-eight  years 
of  age.  Their  children  were:  Annie,  the 
wife  of  Henry  Kettler,  of  Mount  Clemens ; 
Richard,  of  this  city;  August  J.,  who  is  in  bus- 
iness with  his  father;  Augusta,  who  died  in 
Germany;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Rudolph  Oesterich,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
died  in  November,  1883,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years;  Charles;  and  Herman.  Mr.  Wolff 
also* has  three  grandchildren  and  two  great- 
grandchildren. The  grandchildren  are:  Fer- 
dinand A.  and  Hernia  Wolff,  children  of 
Herman  Wolff,  and  Harry,  son  of  Richard 
Wolff,  while  the  great-grandchildren  are 
Bernard  and  Walter,  sons  of  Barney  Diehl. 

Ferdinand  Wolff  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Arbei- 
ter  Unterstulzungs  Society.  He  is  a  high 
type  of  the  German-American  citizen,  who, 
on  leaving  the  fatherland,  has  become  a  loyal 
advocate  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  prog- 
ress of  the  country  and  assisting  in  the  local 
improvement.  He  has  advanced  in  his  busi- 
ness career  through  faithful,  honest  labor  and 
is  recognized  as  a  valued  citizen,  kind  and 
indulgent  to  his  family,  generous  with  his 
friends  and  loyal  to  every  trust  reposed  in 
him. 

August  J.  Wolff,  who  is  in  partnership  with 
his  father  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business,  was 
born,  January  4,  1871.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  and  high  schools  of  Mount  Clemens 
and  in  a  private  school,  and  he  entered  upon 
his  business  career  in  his  father's  store,  being 
admitted  to  partnership  in  1893,  under  the 
firm  name  of  F.  Wolff  &  Son.  The  business 
has  prospered  as  the  years  have  gone  by  and 
they  are  now  enjoying  a  gratifying  patronage. 
On  the  6th  of  April,  1899,  August  Wolff  was 
married    to    Julia    Bobcean,    a    daughter    of 


Charles  Bobcean,  of  Macomb  county,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Elmer  A.  August  J.  Wolff 
is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  frater- 
nity and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  is  also  connected  with  the  fire  depart- 
ment of  Mount  Clemens. 


LEWIS  P.  MAY,  M.  D. 

Lewis  P.  May,  representing  the  medical 
fraternity  as  one  of  its  leading  members  and 
a  man  influential  in  community  affairs  in  New 
Baltimore,  was  born  in  Charleston,  Tioga 
county,  Pennsylvania,  April  1,  1854,  his 
parents  being  David  B.  and  Marie  (French) 
May,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Hampshire 
and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Waldo  May,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts  and  removed  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  spent  his  last  years.  In  1857  the 
parents  removed  to  Ingham  county,  Michigan, 
where  the  father  spent  his  last  days,  devoting 
his  time  and  energies  to  farming,  lie  died  in 
the  year  1894  and  is  yet  survived  by  his  wife. 

Dr.  May  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town  until  thirteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  this  state.  He  afterward  continued 
his  studies  in  Ingham  county  and  pursued  a 
course  in  the  high  school  at  Mason,  Michigan. 
His  early  youth  was  spent  upon  his  father's 
farm  and  in  later  years  he  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  farm  work  through  the  summer 
months,  while  in  winter  seasons  he  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Ingham  county,  following  that 
profession  through  five  winter  terms.  De- 
siring, however,  to  make  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine his  life  work  he  entered  upon  his  study 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  II.  II.  Cook,  of 
Mason,  Michigan,  and  further  continued  his 
course  in  the  Detroit  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1881. 
He  then  began  practice  in  connection  with 
his  former  preceptor,  Dr.  Cook.  This  part- 
nership was  continued  for  a  few  months,  and 
Dr.  May  engaged  in  practice  alone  in  Mason 
for  two*  and  a  half  years.  He  then  removed 
to  Gagetown,  Tuscola  county,  Michigan,  where 
he  practiced  for  a  few  months  and  later  spent 
a  short  time  at  Holt,  Michigan,  whence  he 
came  to  New  Baltimore,  in  November,  1884. 
Here  he  has  since  resided  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  practice,  for  he  has  demon- 
strated his  ability  to  cope  with  the  complex 
problems  which  continually  meet  the  physi- 
cian. He  is  a  member  of  the  Macomb  Medical 
Society  and  reading  and   investigation  have 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


197 


kept  him  in  touch  with  the  progress  that  is 
continually  made  by  the  medical  fraternity. 
On  the  1st  of  April,  1884,  Dr.  May  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Nellie  Huntley,  a  daughter  of 
Lee  Huntley,  of  Ingham  county.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Laura  M.,  L.  Phillip  and  Marguerite. 
Dr.  May  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
with  which  he  has  been  identified  since  De^ 
cember,  1881,  and  for  some  time  he  has  served 
as  secretary.  lie  is  quite  prominent  in  com- 
munity affairs  in  his  village  and  has  been 
called  to  serve  in  several  positions  of  public 
trust.  He  has  been  village  assessor  for  six- 
teen years,  was  custom  house  officer  during 
president  Cleveland's  second  administration, 
has  been  village  trustee  and  has  served  as 
school  director  since  1893.  He  has  likewise 
been  health  officer  of  the  village  and  of  Ches- 
terfield township  for  fifteen  years.  No  public 
trust  reposed  in  him  has  ever  been  betrayed 
in  the  slightest  degree.  He  occupies  a  credit- 
able position  in  his  profession,  being  true  to  a 
high  standard  of  professional  ethics.  He  is 
a  man  of  kindly  disposition,  genial  and  cour- 
teous, and  these  qualities  have  been  factors  in 
his  success  as  well  as  his  knowledge  and  skill 
in  the  administration  of  remedial  agencies 
which  he  employs. 


JOSEPH   IMMEN. 

Joseph  Immen,  a  retired  farmer  living  in 
Mount  Clemens,  is  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  republican  party,  having  voted  for 
John  C.  Fremont.  He  has  always  been  in- 
terested in  matters  pertaining  to  the  general 
welfare  along  political  and  other  lines  and 
his  co-operation  can  ever  be  counted  upon  for 
the  furtherance  of  any  movement  for  the 
public  good.  He  is  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, born  January  19,  1835,  and  his  parents 
were  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Webb)  Immen. 
The  father  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
and  then  went  to  London,  but  he  afterward  re- 
turned to  Germany  and  thence  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1850,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Macomb 
county,  Michigan.  He  was  married,  in  Eng- 
land, to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Webb,  a  native  of 
London.  Following  his  arrival  in  this  county 
he  settled  on  section  5,  Clinton  township, 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  a  part  of 
which  he  cleared,  developing  it  into  a  tine 
farm.  For  many  years  he  figured  as  one  of 
the  leading  agriculturists  of  his  community 
and  he  died  in  1881.  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1893, 
at  the  very  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 


They  were  the  parents  of  six  children.  Those 
living  are :  Frederick,  who  resides  in  Grand 
Eapids,  Michigan;  Louisa,  the  wife  of  Ira 
Kniffin,  of  Macomb  township ;  Emma,  the  wife 
of  Ernest  Coulon,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
Joseph.  Those  deceased  are :  John  and  Mary 
Ann,  the  former  having  passed  away  October 
3,  1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy- four  years. 

In  his  early  life  Joseph  Immen  was  taken 
to  Germany  by  his  parents  and  there  began 
his  education,  which  he  continued  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Clinton  township.  In  his  boy- 
hood days  he  worked  on  his  father 's  farm  and 
when  a  young  man  he  also  began  working  at 
lumbering,  being  employed  first  in  the  mills 
of  Smith  &  Dwight,  in  Huron  county,  Mich- 
igan. In  1857,  however,  he  took  up  his  abode 
on  a  farm  in  Clinton  township,  which  he 
cultivated  for  several  years.  There  he  lived 
continuously  for  twenty  years  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  period  which  he  spent  in  the 
army,  lie  then  removed  to  Mount  Clemens, 
in  1889,  and  erected  his  present  home  at  No. 
43  Lincoln  avenue,  in  which  he  has  since 
lived  retired.  As  an  agriculturist  he  was  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising,  placing  his  fields 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  annually 
harvesting  rich  crops  as  the  result  of  the  care 
and  labor  which  he  bestowed  upon  his  place. 
His  rest  is,  therefore,  justly  earned  and  richly 
deserved. 

In  Sepember,  1864,  Mr.  Immen  responded 
to  his  country's  call  for  aid  and  enlisted  as  a 
private  of  Company  F,  Twenty-second  Michi- 
gan Infantry.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Pontiae, 
Michigan,  and  thence  went  to  Atlanta,  acting 
as  guard  at  General  Thomas'  headquarters. 
lie  was  there  stationed  until  the  arrival  of. 
Hood.  He  was  ill  with  intermittent  fever  at 
Chattanooga,  subsequent  to  which  time  he  was 
mustered  out  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in  June, 
1865.  He  then  returned  to  his  farm,  wThere 
he  remained  until  his  removal  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens. As  a  soldier  he  was  brave  and  loyal, 
never  faltering  in  the  performance  of  any 
duty  assigned  to  him,  and  thus  he  made  a 
good  military  record. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1857,  Mr.  Immen 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Millie  Axtell, 
who  was  born  on  January  23,  1837,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  L.  and  Nancy  (Sanders)  Axtell,  of 
Morristown,  New  Jersey.  Mrs.  Immen  was 
born  in  Morristown  in  the  house  which  had 
been  occupied  by  her  great-grandfather.  The 
ancestry  of  the  family  can  be  traced  back  to 
Thomas  Axtell,  who  became  a  resident  of 
Massachusetts  in  1642.  Samuel  L.  Axtell,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Immen,  served  as  a  colonel  of 
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the  militia  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  grand- 
father, Major  Henry  Axtel,  served  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  with  Washington.  In  1841 
Samuel  R,  Axtell  brought  his  family  to  Clin- 
ton township,  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  set- 
tling upon  a  farm  which  he  cultivated  and 
improved.  His  political  allegiance  was  given 
to  the  republican  party  and  his  religious  faith 
was  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He 
died  in  June,  1853,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years,  while  his  wife,  long  surviving  him,  died 
in  Mount  Clemens  in  1881,  at  the  .age  of 
eighty-nine  years.  Mrs.  Immen  and  her  sister 
Nancy,  who  is  now  the  widow  of  James  Alex- 
ander, are  the  only  surviving  members  of  a 
family  of  twelve  children.  Mrs.  Immen  had  a 
brother,  Samuel  B.  Axtell,  who  reached  promi- 
nence in  later  life,  having  been  admitted  te 
the  bar  in  Macomb  county  and  was  congress- 
man  from  California,  and  later  was  governor 
of  New  Mexico.  Her  brother,  Dr.  Julian  II 
Axtell,  a  practicing  physician,  of  Mount  Clem 
ens,  died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three 
years,  as  the  result  of  wounds  sustained  while 
fighting  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  being 
a 'member  of  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war  for  four  years.  He  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  First  Michigan  Infantry  and  served  four 
years.  Mrs.  Immen  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  for  sixty-four  years  and  her  memory 
goes  back  to  the  pioneer  times  when  there  were 
many  difficulties  and  hardships  to  be  met, 
when  the  land  was  wild  and  unimproved  and 
the  work  of  progress  and  civilization  seemed 
scarcely  begun.  The  wolves  were  heard  howl- 
ing at  night  and  there  was  considerable  wild 

game. 

Joseph  Immen  has  been  an  interested  and 
active  supporter  of  the  republican  party  since 
its  organization.  He  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  John  C,  Fremont  in  1856,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  Fremont  Voters  and  repre- 
sented Macomb  county  in  the  re-union  which 
was  held  at  Jackson,  Michigan,  in  1904,  to 
celebrate  the  organization  of  the  party.  There 
are  now  living  in  Macomb  county  fifty  men 
who  were  supporters  of  Fremont,  more  than 
half  a  century  ago.  In  Huron  county  Mr. 
Immen  aided  in  surveying  the  boundary  line 
at  an  early  day  when  this  part  of  the  state 
was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness.  Bears 
were  still  seen  in  the  forest  and  there  were 
many  other  wild  animals.  Large  herds  of 
deer  were  frequently  seen  and  venison  was  no 
unusual  dish  upon  the  table  of  the  pioneer. 
Mr  Immen  has  for  seventeen  years  been  a 
member  of  H.  D.  Terry  Post,  No.  216,  G.  A.  E., 
of  Mount  Clemens,  has  always  taken  an  active 


interest  in  its  work,  has  served  as  its  com- 
mander and  is  now  chaplain.  Although  reared 
in  the  Lutheran  faith,  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  of  Howell,  Michigan, 
in  his  earlier  days.  More  than  half  a  century 
has  passed  since  Mr.  Immen  came  to  Macomb 
county  and  throughout  this  long  period  he  has 
been  the  champion  of  every  measure  for  gen- 
eral progress  and  improvement.  He  is,  there- 
fore, justly  accorded  a  place  among  the  promi- 
nent and  representative  citizens  of  this  portion 
of  the  state. 


RICHARD  LEUSCHNER,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Richard  Leuschner,  whose  thorough 
preliminary  training,  skill  in  the  application 
of  his  knowledge  and  valuable  contributions 
to  medical  literature,  have  made  him  one  of 
the  distinguished  representatives  of  the  med- 
ical fraternity  in  the  middle  west,  was  born 
in  Detroit,  Michigan,  October  26,  1858,  a 
son  of  Otto  and  Caroline  (Humburg) 
Leuschner.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Christian  Leuschner,  was  a  schoolmaster  of 
Leipsic,  Germany,  and  during  the  war  of 
1812  he  saved  a  regiment  of  soldiers  by  tak- 
ing them  to  a  wood  until  the  French  army 
had  passed.  The  maternal  grandfather,  a 
druggist  and  prominent  in  public  affairs  in 
Borken,  Germany,  served  as  mayor  and  in 
other  offices  in  his  town  for  forty  years.  He 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine.  Otto 
Leuschner  was  a  pioneer  chemist  of  Detroit 
and  for  many  years  conducted  the  Inter- 
national Drug  Store  of  that  city.  He  died 
in  1868,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years.  He 
had  emigrated  from  Germany  to  America  in 
the  '50s  and  was  married  in  the  new  world. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  only  members  of 
their  respective  families  to  come  to  the 
United  States.  Seven  children  were  born 
unto  them:  Otto  and  Robert,  who  are  resi- 
dents of  Chicago;  Richard;  George  W.,  of 
Detroit,  Michigan ;  Paul,  a  practicing  physi- 
cian of  Mount  Clemens;  Eugenia,  wife  of 
W.  E.  Ilenze,  of  Detroit;  and  Armin,  a  pro- 
fessor of  mathematics  and  astronomy  in  the 
University  of  California. 

Dr.  Leuschner  was  a  student  in  the  Ger- 
man-American schools  of  Detroit  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  eleven  years  and  later 
attended  Barstow  school  at  Detroit.  In  1873 
his  mother  took  him  and  his  brother  Paul  to 
Germany,  where  they  continued  their  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Kassel  and  Dresden, 
and  Dr.  Leuschner  became  a  graduate  phar- 
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ma  cist  in  1880.    He  then  returned  to  Detroit, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Parke,  Davis 
&    Company,    as    assistant    chemist,    filling 
that  position  for  two  years,  after  which  he 
conducted  the  drug'  store  forming  a  part  of 
his  father's   estate     lie   managed   the   busi- 
ness until  1886,  when  he  returned  to  Europe, 
where  he   prepared  for  the   study   of  medi- 
cine  by  fifteen  months'   preliminary  study. 
He  then  returned  to  Detroit  and  entered  the 
Michigan  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1892.     He 
practiced  for  one  year  in  Detroit  and  then 
removed  to  Mount  Clemens  in  January,  1893. 
Here  he  again  began  practice  and  was  not 
long  in  winning  a  foremost  position  among 
the  representatives  of  the  medical  fraternity 
of  this  city.     He  is  to-day  a  recognized  au- 
thority in  America  upon  rheumatic  diseases, 
having   made    a    close    and   thorough    study 
of  this  line  of  practice,  and  through  his  orig- 
inal investigations  has  gleaned  many  valuable 
truths   which   he   has   given   to   the   medical 
world  through  his  contributions  to  the  litera- 
ture of  the  profession.    He  now  largely  con- 
fines his  attention  to  bathing  practice,  made 
possible  through  the  splendid  mineral  springs 
of  this  locality.    He  has  written  a  number  of 
articles  concerning  the  value  of  the  springs 
here  and  has  gone  abroad  to  study  the  nature 
of   the   springs    of   the    old    world    and    the 
methods  of  treatment  of  patients  at  the  most 
famous  health  resorts  of  Europe.     Writing 
of  his  trip  in  1900  to  the  "Medical  News," 
of  New  York,  he  said:  "A  considerable  por- 
tion of  my  leisure  time  was  spent  in  the  more 
prominent  and  renowned  watering  places  of 
Germany  and  Austria,  with  a  view  of  inves- 
tigating the  merits  and  medical   virtues  of 
their  respective  waters,  laying  special  stress 
upon  their  study  from  a  chemical,  physiologi- 
cal and  therapeutic  standpoint,  and  devoting 
part  of  my  time  to  obtaining  some  compre- 
hension of  the  auxiliary  methods  in  vogue 
pertaining  to  diet,  hygiene,  etc.,  in  order  to 
compare    them    with    the     baths     and    the 
methods  employed  at  Mount  Clemens,  and, 
if  practicable,  to  apply  such  innovations  and 
foreign   measures  to  the  best  advantage  in 
fostering  and  strengthening  the  merits  and 
reputation  of  our  own  salubrious  sulpho-sa- 
lines.     It  is  universally  conceded  by  medical 
authorities  that  the  minute  and  systematic 
attention    accorded    to      these      particular 
branches   of  medicine,   to    physical   culture, 
and  to  detail  work  in  general,  as  exemplified 
in  the  watering  places  of  Europe,  has  con- 
tributed in  no  small  measure  to  their  fame 


as  health  resorts."    Dr.  Leuschner  therefore 
spent  considerable  time  in  study  and  investi- 
gation of  these  points  at  the  various  resorts 
of  prominence  and  also  at  many  of  the  minor 
ones  of  Europe  and  in  his  article  continued : 
"No  matter  how  exact  the  American  physi- 
cian may  be  in  the  examination  of  his  pa- 
tients and  in  explaining  the  importance  of 
dietary,  hygienic  and  other  precautions,  pa- 
tients are  very  apt  to  transgress  and  uncon- 
sciously break  away  from  the  rules  and  ad- 
vice given.     The  wdiole  environment,  includ- 
ing the  attitude  of  the  laity,  leads  them  to 
the  impression  that  all  that  is  necessary  is 
to   jump    into    a    bathtub    or   drink    enough 
water  and  Providence  will  watch  over  the 
rest.      Should    anything   unforeseen   happen 
afterward,  the  blame  is  naturally  and  quick- 
ly attributed  to  the  supposed  inefficiency  of 
the  waters.     In  all  probability,  some  of*  the 
springs,    Mount    Clemens    included,    would 
have  risen  to  a  higher  plane  of  recognition 
and  earned  their  scientific  standing  and  suc- 
cess, with  the  attending  prestige  in  the  eyes 
of  the  medical  world,  even  in  a  much  shorter 
space  of  time  than  they  already  have  if,  at 
the  very  inception   of  the  discovery  of  the 
therapeutic  value,  more  attention  had  been 
accorded  the  investigation  and  study  of  the 
physiological  action  and  effect  and  chemical 
composition  of  their  waters.     In  late  years 
Mount    Clemens,    taking    cognizance    of   the 
advantages  of  medical  research,  has  steadily 
been  emerging  from  a  chaos  of  empirical  ap- 
plication, adapting  itself  to  the  more  modern 
methods  of  balneo-therapy,  diet  and  hygiene, 
commensurate  with  the  evolution  of  scientific 
and  commercial  progress."     In  a  pamphlet 
written  by  Dr.  Leuschner  he  says:  "These 
waters  come  under  the  classification  of  the 
sulpho-bromo-iodo-salines,  have  a  mean  tem- 
perature of  about  fifty  degrees,  and  are  very 
rich   in   many  mineral    salts,   chiefly   among 
them  chloride  of  sodium  and  chloride  of  mag- 
nesium,   and   give    off  the   penetrating    and 
pungent     odor     of     sulphuretted     hydrogen 
gas.-     He  is  medical  director  for  the  new 
Original  Spring  Bathhouse  and  Sanitarium, 
which,  with  their  splendid  equipments,  have 
every  facility  for  promoting  the  work  of  the 
water,  and  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Leusch- 
ner,   after   thorough    examination   made    by 
him,  the  diet,  exercise  and  other  auxiliaries 
are  prescribed  by  him  and  medicinal  reme- 
dies given,  when  required. 

Dr.  Leuschner  was  married,  in  1882,  to 
Miss  Julia  Pfeiffer,  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 
He  has  one  son,  Edgar,  eleven  years  of  age. 
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He  has  close  connection  with  the  medical 
fraternity,  being'  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Society,  Eastern  District  Medical 
Society,  Michigan  State  Medical  Society, 
Macomb  County  Medical  Society  and  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Wayne  County 
Medical' Society.  In  the  line  of  his  specialty 
he  has  made  rapid  progress  and  gained  a 
position  of  prestige,  being  regarded  through- 
out the  country  as  an  authority  in  this  par- 
ticular department  of  practice. 


JOSEPH  RYMAN. 

One  of  the  most  energetic  and  progressive 
farmers  of  Chesterfield  township  is  Joseph 
Rymaii,  who  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  that 
locality,  being  born  in  the  same  township, 
March  6,  1860,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Teressa 
(Seifert)  Ryman,  who  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many. His' father  was  born  on  the  25th  of 
June,  1824,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  the  fatherland.  Crossing  the  Atlantic,  he 
came  to  Michigan  in  1855  and  settled  in  Ches- 
terfield township,  Macomb  county,  buying 
three  acres  of  land  on  the  Romeo  plank  road, 
where  he  lived  for  twelve  years  while  work- 
ing at  the  cooper's  trade  for  Mr.  Hurlgreen, 
in  New  Baltimore.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  bought  thirty  acres  of  land  on  section  11, 
the  same  township,  from  John  De  Shay,  and 
built  thereon  a  house,  into  which  the  family 
moved.  He  sold  his  three-acre  tract  to  Mr. 
Seifert  and  in  1875  purchased  forty  acres  of 
James  Harts,  this  being  a  part  of  the  farm 
now  owned  by  our  subject.  In  1885  he  added 
to  his  property  forty  acres  of  the  Andrew 
Ross  farm,  and  after  following  the  cooper's 
trade  for  twenty-five  years  he  gave  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 
on  the  21st  of  September,  1900,  honored  and 
respected  bv  all  who  knew  him,  being  survived 
by  his  wife"  who  died  May  15,  1904,  and  two 
of  their  five  children,  our  subject  being  the 
younger.  His  sister  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  John 
Briggs,  of  Merrill,  Saginaw  county,  Michigan. 

Joseph  Ryman  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  near  his  boyhood  home  and  remained 
on  his  father's  farm  until  1890,  when  he  sailed 
on  the  Great  Lakes  on  the  freight  steamer 
Toledo,  of  the  Ward  line,  running  between 
Buffalo  and  West  Superior.  In  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  returned  to  the  farm  and  contin- 
ued to  assist  in  its  operation  until  his  father's 
death,  when  he  received  a  deed  to  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres.     He  has  made  many  im- 


provements upon  the  place,  including  the  erec- 
tion of  a  handsome  residence  in  1901,  and  in 
1904  he  built  two  large  barns,  one  of  which  he 
uses  for  the  shelter  of  stock.  Both  are  equipped 
with  the  latest  apparatus  for  unloading  hay 
or  grain  and  in  every  way  are  modern  and  up- 
to-date. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1893,  Mr.  Ryman 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bertha  Hohes- 
nee,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Caroline 
(Seibert)  llohesnee.  Her  father  was  killed 
in  the  Franco-Prussian  war  of  1870-71  while 
serving  in  the  Prussian  army.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ryman  were  born  six  children,  but  Rosa, 
the  second  in  order  of  birth,  died  in  infancy. 
Those  still  living  are  Mary  Teressa,  Clarence 
Joseph,  Jennie,  Genevieve  and  Ruth. 

In  business  affairs  Mr.  Rymaii  is  prompt, 
energetic  and  reliable  and  is  meeting  with 
excellent  success.  He  is  now  one  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  New  Baltimore  Elevator  Com- 
pany. Fraternally  lie  is  a  member  of  Lake- 
side'tent,  No.  158,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  master  at  arms. 


ROBERT  A.  HEATH. 

Robert  A.  Heath,  who  is  a  leading  business 
man  of  New  Baltimore  and  has  also  been 
prominent  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of 
public  office  in  the  town,  was  here  born  June 
27,  1868,  his  parents  being  Milo  and  Elizabeth 
(Donahue)  Heath.  The  father  was  born  in 
Livingston  county,  New  York,  April  22,  1844, 
and  was  a  son  of  Andrew  J.  Heath,  who  came 
with  his  family  to  Michigan,  in  1850.  settling 
at  Almont,  Lapeer  county,  and  becoming  a 
resident  of  New  Baltimore,  Macomb  county,  in 
1853.  D.  Milo  Heath  learned  the  harness 
maker's  trade  in  his  youth  and  was  engaged  in 
that  business  from  1863  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  married  in  1866,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth L.  Donahue,  who  died  in  1876,  leaving 
three  children :  Robert,  Percy  and  Oakes,  all 
of  whom  are  residents  of  Macomb  county. 
In  April,  1880,  the  father  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Alice  E.  Smith,  by 
whom  he  had  one  child,  Eva.  Mr.  Heath  was 
the  first  recorder  in  New  Baltimore,  serving 
in  that  position  for  several  terms,  and.  he  was 
notary  public  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
In  1869  he  became  deputy  collector  and  in 
1870  postmaster  and  occupied  both  positions 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  likewise 
a  member  of  the  school  board  and  was  always 
faithful  and  true  to  his  public  duties,  which 
he  discharged  in  a  prompt  and  able  manner. 
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lie  was  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  for 
many  years  lie  was  a  leading'  representative 
of  business  interests,  conducting'  a  harness 
shop  and  store  on  the  same  location  where  his 
son  Robert  is  now  to  be  found.  Every  meas- 
ure contributing  to  public  progress  and  im- 
provement received  his  endorsement  and 
hearty  co-operation,  lie  died  in  1895  while 
his  first  wife  passed  away  at  the  very  early 
age  of  twenty-seven  years. 

Robert  A.  Heath  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  in  Detroit  Business  University, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1886.  He  sailed  on  the  Great  Lakes  until 
1895  and  then  succeeded  his  father  in  business 
in  New  Baltimore.  He  has  since  been  an  ac- 
tive representative  of  the  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial interests  of  the  city,  lie  is  a  stock- 
holder and  organizer  of  the  drain  Elevator 
Company  of  New  Baltimore  and  also  stock- 
holder in  the  Chesterfield  Hotel  of  this  place. 
In  1898  he  was  appointed  postmaster  under 
President  McKinley  and  still  holds  that  office. 
His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  repub- 
lican party.  He  has  been  president  of  the  vil- 
lage for  two  years  and  is  now  member  of  the 
council.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Heath  is 
a  man  plain  and  unostentatious  in  manner  but 
possesses  good  business  ability  and  is  helpful 
in  citizenship  and  these  qualifications  have 
gained  for  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
those  with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 


RILEY  WARNER. 


Riley  Warner  owns  and  operates  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres  and  is 
accounted  one  of  the  substantial,  active  and 
progressive  agriculturists  of  his  community. 
There  are  two  sets  of  farm  buildings  upon 
his  place  and  the  work  of  cultivation  that  has 
been  carried  on  there  makes  his  farm  a  valua- 
ble and  desirable  property.  It  was  upon  this 
place  that  he  was  born  November  29,  1850, 
a  son  of  Robert  and  Lois  (Willey)  Warner. 
The  father  was  born  in  Ontario  county,  New 
York,  December  22,  1811,  and  when  a  young 
man  came  westward  to  Michigan,  locating  in 
Macomb  county  in  1830.  He  was  thus  but 
nineteen  years  of  age  but  he  possessed  a  hope 
that  the  future  held  in  store  for  him  some- 
thing worth  while,  and  he  resolved  to  gain 
success  if  it  could  be  won  through  persistent, 
earnest  effort.  The  opportunity  comes  to 
those  who  have  resolution  and  determination. 
He  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  gov- 


ernment and  began  the  arduous  task  of  chop- 
ping down  the  trees,  clearing  away  the  brush 
and  getting  the  fields  in  readiness  for  culti- 
vation. Thus  in  course  of  time  he  opened  up  a 
good  farm.  As  a  companion  and  helpmate  for 
life's  journey  he  chose  Miss  Lois  Willey,  who 
was  born  in  New  York,  March  24,  1813,  and 
came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Isaac  Willey,  who  were  among  the  early 
settlers  here.  Mr.  Warner  eventually  became 
the  owner  of  over  three  hundred  acres  of  land 
and  put  up  a  good  residence,  substantial  barns 
and  outbuildings  and  labored  earnestly  along 
progressive  lines  until  his  farm  was  in  keep- 
ing with  the  best  in  the  county.  Here  he 
reared  his  family  and  spent  his  last  days, 
passing  away  March  22,  1888.  He  was  promi- 
nent in  public  affairs,  giving  his  influence  in 
support  of  every  movement  that  tended  to 
promote  the  general  good,  and  for  one  or 
more  terms  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
although  he  was  never  an  aspirant  for  office. 
His  wife  survived  him  and  passed  away  Au- 
gust 31,  1889.  In  the  family  were  six  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of 
whom  reached  mature  years  and  our  subject 
and  the  daughters  are  yet  living.  The  others 
are :  Clarissa,  the  wife  of  Nathan  Hinkley, 
a  farmer  of  Maurice,  Michigan;  Rosetta,  the 
wife  of  Eli  Meyers,  a  farmer  of  Ray  town- 
ship, and  Loretta,  the  widow  of  William 
Ellis.  She  owns  a  farm  adjoining  the  old 
homestead.  One  brother,  Robert  II.  was 
reared  to  manhood,  was  married  March  8, 
1863,  to  Almeda  Houghton,  and  spftled  in 
Tuscola  county  where  he  followed  farming. 
He  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion and  he  died  August  15,  1903.  Milo 
Warner  was  also  a  member  of  the  Union  army 
at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  and  after  his 
return  home  he  was  married,  February  19, 
1863,  to  Mary  Haight,  of  Macomb  county,  and 
settled  in  Tuscola  county,  Michigan,  where 
he  followed  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  December  3,   1870. 

Riley  Warner  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools.  He  remained  with  his 
father  on  the  old  homestead  farm  and  fol- 
lowing the  father's  death  he  purchased  the 
interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  place,  and 
thus  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  what  has 
long  been  known  as  the  Warner  farm.  He 
built  a  good  house  upon  his  place  and  he  has 
fenced  it  and  put  out  fruit  and  shade  trees 
and  has  made  many  substantial  improvements 
which  add  both  to  the  value  and  attractive 
appearance.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Creamery 
Association  and  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
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New  Haven  Savings  Bank  at  New  Haven. 
He  is  likewise  engaged  in  the  dairy  business 
and  his  varied  interests  result  in  returning 
him  a  comfortable  competence. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1874,  Mr.  Warner 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lovina  V. 
Willey,  a  native  of  Ray  township,  who  was 
reared  and  educated  here  and  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens. She  also  attended  school  in  Romeo  to 
some  extent  and  for  four  years  prior  to  her 
marriage  successfully  engaged  in  teaching. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  has  been  born  a 
son,  Milo  S.,  who  was  educated  at  Romeo  and 
is  now  teaching  for  the  fourth  term  in  the 
home  school  in  Ray.  They  also  lost  two 
children :  Clarence  M.,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Lottie  0.,  who  died  May  23,  1904. 

Mr.  Warner  belongs  to  the  Orange  at  Davis 
and  is  its  present  master.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Maccabees  and  the  Cleaners,  fra- 
ternal insurance  orders,  while  his  political 
support  has  been  given  continuously  to  the 
republican  party  since  age  gave  to  him  the 
right  of  franchise.  He  was  elected  and  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  and  has  also  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  nine  years. 
His  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  Macomb 
county  and  when  one  examines  into  his  record 
they  find  that  persistency  of  purpose  and 
sound  judgment  have  been  the  strongest  ele- 
ments of  his  success,  making  him  a  man  whose 
place  in  the  business  world  is  creditable. 


AUGUST  BIEWER, 


There  is  no  man  in  Mount  Clemens  who 
has  done  more  for  the  upbuilding  and  im- 
provement of  the  city  than  August  Biewer, 
and  his  life  history,  therefore,  forms  an  im- 
portant chapter  in  its  annals,  so  that  it  is 
imperative  that  mention  be  made  of  him  in 
this  volume.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  De- 
cember 26,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Nicholas 
Biewer,  who  was  a  brewer  of  Germany, 
which  occupation  had  also  been  followed  by 
his  father  and  grandfather.  His  mother  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Gertrude  Ganser,  and 
both  parents  died  in  Germany. 

August  Biewer  was  the  only  one  of  the 
family  to  come  to  America.  He  spent  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  na- 
tive land  and  there  acquired  his  education. 
He  served  three  years  in  the  German  army, 
and  was  in  the  war  of  1866  against  Austria. 
Becoming  interested  in  the  tales  that  he 
heard  concerning  the  new  world,  he  decided 
to  try  his  fortune   here,   believing   that   he 


would  have  better  opportunities  in  the 
United  States.  Crossing  the  Atlantic  he 
made  his  way  to  Chicago,  in  October,  1867, 
and  soon  afterward  went  to  Detroit.  In  1871 
he  came  to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  em- 
barked in  the  brewing*  business  and  in  1873 
he  established  a  brewery  on  Clinton  river 
and  later  at  his  present  location,  at  No.  22 
Pine  street.  His  plant  has  been  gradually 
enlarged  and  improved  and  he  now  has  an 
extensive  patronage  from  this  locality  and 
the  state.  While  conducting  a  successful 
business  enterprise  Mr.  Biewer  has  done 
much  for  the  upbuilding  of  Mount  Clemens, 
and  has  been  identified  with  many  of  its  most 
properous  industries.  No  movement  for  the 
general  good  seeks  his  aid  and  co-operation 
in  vain  and  his  efforts  have  been  far-reach- 
ing and  beneficial  in  the  upbuilding  and  sub- 
stantial growth  here. 

In  1871  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Bie- 
v/er  and  Miss  Exol  Willitts,  who  was  born 
i,'i  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  and  they  have 
i wo  children — Ella  Isabella  and  August,  Mrs. 
Biewer  departed  this  life  February  18,  1905, 
and  her  remains  were  interred  in  the  Catho- 
lic cemetery.  She  was  an  estimable  lady  of 
many  virtues  and  proved  a  valuable  help- 
mate to  her  husband  on  life's  journey.  Mr. 
Biewer  has  been  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Maccabees  since  1886,  and  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles 
<  «ad  Arbeiter  Society.  He  has  traveled  ex- 
tensively, has  been  to  Europe  seven  times  and 
has  visited  all  the  leading  countries  on  that 
continent.  The  hope  that  led  him  to  seek 
a  home  in  the  new  world  has  been  more  than 
realized.  He  possesses  the  spirit  of  deter- 
mination and  energy  which  has  through  cen- 
turies led  the  Teutonic  race  to  become  the 
founders  of  civilization  in  various  parts  of 
the  world.  With  strong  courage  and  unfal- 
tering diligence  he  began  life  in  the  United 
States  and  has  steadily  advanced  until  to-day 
he  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and  prominent 
residents  of  his  adopted  city. 


REV.  HERMANN  GUNDERT. 

Rev.  Hermann  Gundert  traces  his  ancestry 
in  direct  line  back  to  the  year  1542,  being  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Stuttgart,  Germany.  lie  is  descended  in 
direct  line  from  John  George  Gundert, 
whose  son  was  Johann  Christian  Gundert, 
while  the  latter 's  son  was  Johann  Chris- 
tian   Ludwig    Gundert,    the    last    named    be- 
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ing     the     grandfather     of     Hermann     Gun- 
dert,     of     Mount     Clemens,     and     the     well 
known    secretary    of    the    Bible    Society    of 
Wurtemberg.     The  above  mentioned  were  all 
residents  of  Stuttgart.     Dr.   Hermann   Gun- 
dert,  born  in  Stuttgart  in  1814,  was  a  doctor 
of  philosophy  and  was  a  missionary  in  East 
India,    under   supervision   of   the   missionary 
society  at  Basle.     In  East  India  he  spent  his 
active  life.     He  was  the  founder  of  the  Mala- 
bar Mission,  and  upon  his  retirement  from  the 
missionary  field  he  returned  to  Germany.  He 
was  also  well  known  as  an  author,  being  the 
editor  of  three  monthly  magazines  and  other 
publications.     One  of  his  notable  works  was 
the  Malayalim  and  English  dictionary,  a  copy 
of  which  is  in  possession  of  his  son,  Hermann 
Gundert.      Dr.    Gundert    married   Miss   Julia 
Dubois,    a    native    of    Switzerland    and    both 
passed  away  in  1893.    She  traced  her  ancestry 
back     to     Francis     Dubois,     of     Neufchatel, 
Switzerland,  Isaac  Dubois,  of  Neufchatel,  to 
Isaac  Frank  Dubois  of  France.     All  of  the 
children  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gundert,  of  whom 
Hermann   Gundert   is  the   eldest,   were   born 
in   Malabar,   East   India.      Those   still  living 
are:      Hermann,    Frederick    and    David,    the 
last  two  being  residents  of  Stuttgart.     Those 
who  have  passed  away  are :     Marie,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Dr.  John  Hesse,  a  missionary  in 
East  India;  Paul,  who  studied  in  Tubinger, 
the   university  near  Stuttgart;   Samuel,  who 
was  a  missionary  and  died  in  East  India ;  and 
Christina,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Hermann  Gundert  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Germany,  having 
been  taken  to  that  country  from  East  India 
by  his  parents  when  only  seven  years  of  age. 
He  afterward  pursued  a  scientific  and  literary 
course  in  the  Royal  Gymnasium,  Stuttgart, 
founded  by  the  king  of  Wurtemberg  and 
completing  his  studies  he  prepared  for  the 
ministry.  Coming  to  the  United  States  in 
1862  he  first  located  near  Saginaw,  Michigan, 
where  he  presided  over  a  Bavarian  settlement 
for  a  few  months.  In  September,  1862,  he 
took  charge  of  a  missionary  chapel  in  Detroit, 
where  he  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half  and 
where  he  found  his  good  wife.  In  April,  1864, 
he  came  to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  founded 
the  German  Evangelical  church,  being  the 
first  organization  of  its  denomination  here. 
He  continued  as  its  pastor  in  active  service 
for  nearly  forty  years,  when  sickness  com- 
pelled him  to  retire  from  active  ministry 
there  in  June,  1903.  In  the  meantime  the 
little  wooden  church,  formerly  known  as 
"Mount     Clemens     Academy,"     which     was 


bought  for  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars,  was  replaced  by  a  large  brick  edi- 
fice, while  the  membership  of  the  church 
was  increased  from  thirty-five  families  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty.  The  church  pros- 
pered under  his  guidance,  and  it  was  with 
regret  on  the  part  of  pastor  and  people  that 
he  severed  his  connection  therewith.  He  is 
still  engaged  in  church  work,  however,  assist- 
ing at  different  times  in  the  absence  of  the 
regular  pastor,  and  he  gives  considerable  of 
his  attention  to  literary  work.  He  entered 
upon  his  pastorate  in  Mount  Clemens  at  a 
salary  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
per  year,  and  he  and  his  family  at  first  lived 
in  part  of  the  little  wooden  church.  He  was 
willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  that  would  pro- 
mote the  growth  of  his  denomination  here  and 
extend  its  influence,  and  the  German  Evan- 
gelical church  of  Mount  Clemens  is  a  monu- 
ment to  his  life  of  labor.  He  has  always  main- 
tained the  deepest  friendship  with  its  mem- 
bers, standing  high  with  the  people  through- 
out Mount  Clemens,  and  not  only  the  German 
citizenship  here  but  many  American  families 
have  been  numbered  among  his  close  friends. 
In  middle  age  he  wrote  considerable  for  Ger- 
man magazines  and  still  continues  to  do  so. 

Rev.  Gundert 's  love  for  his  mother  country 
is  great,  but  his  love  for  his  chosen  home  in 
.Michigan,  where  he  has  fought  the  larger 
number  of  life's  battles,  is  still  greater,  and 
so  he  has  announced  his  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  becoming  an  American  citizen 
in  June,  1904,  that  he  might  not  only  enjoy 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  chosen 
country,  but  also  express  his  gratitude.  He 
has  a  deep  and  sincere  love  for  this  land  and 
for  the  stars  and  stripes,  and  expects  to  spend 
his  remaining  days  here.  He  still  maintains 
relationship  with  the  German  Evangelical 
Synod  of  North  America,  and  he  has  been  a 
frequent  delegate  to  its  conventions,  meeting 
there  with  representatives  of  the  ministry 
from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  Mr.  Gundert 
was  married  to  Miss  Christina  Huss,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Matthias  and  Christina  (Huss)  Huss, 
of  Detroit,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Julia,  the  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  Mueller,  pastor 
of  a  German  Evangelical  church  of  Chicago; 
Marie,  the  wife  of  Fred  Krauseneck,  of  Mount 
Clemens;  Emma,  the  deceased  wife  of  Paul 
Ullrich,  of  Mount  Clemens:  and  Christina,  the 
wife  of  Henry  Miller,  of  this  city. 

That  Mr.  Gundert  is  a  man  of  scholarly  at- 
tainments, public  sympathy  and  broad  charity 
has  been  shadowed  forth  between  the  lines  of 
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this  review.  He  has  given  his  life  to  the 
betterment  of  his  fellowmen  and  while  stand- 
ing firm  in  the  support  of  the  right  at  all 
times,  he  nevertheless  possesses  a  kindly  spirit 
that  brings  him  in  sympathy  with  all  his 
fellowmen  and  enables  him  to  put  forth  effec- 
tive effort  to  aid  them.  He  is  to-day  one  of 
the  honored  residents  of  Mount  Clemens  and 
respected  by  all  who    know  him. 


ARTHUR  TEATS. 


Arthur  Teats,  who  is  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  lumber  and  in  the  operation  of  a 
steam  thresher,  is  well  known  as  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Harrison  township,  where 
he  has  filled  the  position  of  township  clerk 
for  seven  or  eight  years.  His  birth  occurred 
April  21,  1856,  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides,  his  parents  being  Edward  and  Har- 
riet (Rackham)  Teats,  the  former  a  native 
of  the  state  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
England.  Edward  Teats  was  born  about 
1831  and  in  his  boyhood  days  came  with  his 
parents  to  Michigan,  the  family  home  being 
established  in  Macomb  county.  He  afterward 
purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming  on 
his  own  account,  securing  as  a  companion 
and  helpmate  for  life's  journey  Miss  Harriet 
Rackham,  who,  though  a  native  of  England, 
was  reared  in  Michigan.  They  traveled  life's 
journey  happily  together  for  many  years  but 
were  separated  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Teats 
in  1888.  Mr.  Teats  now  makes  his  home  in 
Mount  Clemens  where  he  is  living  retired. 
In  their  family  were  three  sons  and  eight 
daughters.  Two  of  the  sons  reached  mature 
years,  but  John  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years' and  Robert  died  in  infancy.  The  sisters 
are  all  yet  living. 

Arthur  Teats  was  reared  in  Macomb  county 
and  his  early  education,  acquired  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  was  supplemented  by  study  m 
Mount  Clemens.  He  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  attained  his  majority  after  which  he 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account.  Pur- 
chasing a  steam  thresher  he  has  engaged  in 
the  threshing  business  for  a  number  of  years, 
being  employed  over  a  large  territory,  his 
services  being  in  constant  demand  during  the 
season.  He  also  engages  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber,  having  a  portable  sawmill  which 
he  moves  from  place  to  place  where  the  busi- 
ness prospect  justifies.  Both  branches  of  his 
business  are  proving  profitable  and  he  like- 
wise gives  his  attention  to  the  management 
of  his  farm,  which,  though  small,  is  well  im- 
proved. 


On  the  6th  of  February,  1883,  in  Mount 
Clemens,  Mr.  Teats  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  L.  Campau,  a  native  of  this  county 
and  a  daughter  of  Frank  Campau,  who  was 
born  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  of  French  parent- 
age. She  is  also  a  sister  of  Frank  A.  Campau, 
who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teats  have  three  children: 
Bessie,  who  occupies  a  business  position  m 
Mount  Clemens;  Lottie,  who  is  engaged  in 
clerking  there ;  and  Philip,  a  student  in  Mount 
Clemens.  They  also  lost  a  son,  Frank  E., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  months. 

Politically  Mr.  Teats  has  been  a  life-long 
democrat  and  has  filled  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  and  township  clerk,  acting  in  the 
latter  capacity  for  about  eight  years.  His 
official  service  has  ever  been  performed  m  a 
capable,  painstaking  and  conscientious  man- 
ner, whereby  he  has  fully  justified  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  townsmen.  He 
and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Catholic 
church  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  he  belongs  to 
the  American  League.  While  there  have  been 
no  exciting  chapters  in  his  career  his  course 
has  been  marked  by  fidelity  to  duty  in  all 
life's  relations  and  as  the  years  have  passed 
he  has  gained  not  only  success  but  an  honora- 
ble name  as  well. 


ELDON  WATERLOO,  D.  D.  S. 

Dr.  Eldon  Waterloo,  successfully  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  Richmond,  was 
born  in  Columbus,  St.  Clair  county,  February 
14,  1864,  his  parents  being  Alfred  E.  and 
Marv  (Gillett)  Waterloo,  the  former  a  native 
of  England  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  The 
grandfather,  George  Waterloo,  also  born  m 
England,  came  to  Michigan  in  1831,  settling 
in  Redford,  near  Detroit,  while  later  he  re- 
moved to  St.  Clair  county,  where  he  spent  his 
remaining  days,  following  the  stonemason's 
trade  during  the  early  years  of  his  residence 
there  and  later  engaging  in  farming.  Alfred 
E.  Waterloo  was  brought  to  Michigan  in  his 
boyhood  days  and  was  reared  amid  the  wild 
scenes  of  frontier  life.  He  assisted  in  the 
arduous  task  of  developing  his  father's  farm 
and  was  connected  with  agricultural  inter- 
ests in  St.  Clair  county  until  1890  when, 
having  accumulated  a  comfortable  competence 
through  capable  management  and  unremitting 
diligence,  he  retired  from  business  life  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Richmond,  where  he  is 
now  living.  In  his  family  were  four  children, 
three  of  whom  survive. 
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Dr.  Waterloo,  the  third  in  order  of  birth, 
be^an  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and 
was  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Rich- 
mond. Determining  to  engage  in  dentistry 
as  a  life1  work  he  became  a  student  in  the 
dental  department  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan, and  on  the  completion  of  a  three  years' 
couive  was  graduated  June  25,  1891,  with  the 
decree  of  I).  1).  S.  He  then  returned  to  Rich- 
mond and  shortly  afterward  removed  to 
Chicago,  where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of 
189)5,  when  he  again  came  to  Richmond.  Here 
he  has  a  well  equipped  office  supplied  with  all 
modi1]-}]  appliances  for  the  careful  conduct  of 
his  business  and  he  now  has  a  large  practice 
drawn  from  a  wide  extent  of  territory.  He 
keeps  in  touch  with  t Ik1  most  modern  methods 
in  dentistry  and  hi:;  work  has  given  eminent 
satisfaction. 

In  February,  1892,  Dr.  "Waterloo  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  A  It  a  Stevens,  a  native  of  Genesee 
county,  Michigan,  and  a  daughter  of  E.  R. 
Stevens.  Their  children  are  Helen,  Eldon 
and  Vera.  Dr.  Waterloo  has  taken  the  degrees 
of  the  lodge  and  council  in  Masonry  and 
belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Fores- 
ters. He  is  neglect  fid  of  no  public  duty  or 
obligation  of  citizenship  and  at  the  same  time 
he  concentrates  his  efforts  upon  his  profes- 
sional labors  and  has  gained  the  favorable 
regard  not  only  of  the  general  public  but  of 
the  other  members  of  the  dental  fraternity 
as  well. 


JOHN    F.    DOWLING. 

John  F.  Fowling,  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  in  Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in  Erin 
township,  Macomb  county,  September  13, 
1847,  his  parents  being  Thomas  and  Catherine 
(Manning)  Fowling,  both  natives  of  Ireland. 
The  father  became  a  resident  of  Macomb 
county  at  an  early  day,  assisted  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  old  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo 
canal  and  was  afterward  engaged  in  boat- 
building, while  his  last  days  were  devoted  to 
farming  in  Erin  township.  Through  a  long 
period  he  figured  as  one  of  the  practical  and 
progressive  citizens  of  that  locality  and  he- 
died  in  1897,  at  the  very  venerable  age  of 
ninety-three  years,  lie  was  instrumental  in 
changing  the  name  of  Orange  township  to 
Erin  township,  the  first  name  being  objec- 
tionable to  a  large  number  of  residents  there. 
His  wife  died  in  1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.     They  were  the  parents  of  nine 


children,  John  F.  being  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  Those  living  are :  John,  a  farmer 
and  lumberman  of  Chatham,  Ontario ;  John 
F.,  of  this  review;  Thomas,  a  farmer  at  Evart, 
.Michigan ;  William,  who  is  living  on  the 
homestead  farm  in  Erin  township ;  James,  a 
ranchman  at  Helena,  Montana;  Michael,  a 
lumberman  of  Bay  City,  Michigan,  and  Ed- 
ward, who  is  employed  in  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  Works  at  Detroit.  Those  deceased 
are  Joseph  and  Anna  J. 

John  F.  Dowling  pursued  his  education  in 
a  log  schoolhouse  in  Erin  township,  being 
reared  here  amid  pioneer  surroundings  and 
environments.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he  followed  for 
fourteen  years  and  in  1881  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  became  a 
factor  in  mercantile  circles  as  a  dealer  in 
hardware  and  implements.  He  followed  this 
line  of  business  for  twelve  years,  when  he 
sold  out.  He  was  then  elected  city  treasurer 
in  1890,  and  served  in  that  office  for  four 
years,  lie  was  afterward  elected  city  mar- 
shal, acting  in  that  capacity  for  two  years, 
and  in  1896  he  opened  a  grocery  store  at  No. 
81  Grand  avenue  where  he  now  continues, 
having  built  up  a  good  trade  to  which  his 
creditable  methods  and  untiring  energy  well 
entitle  him. 

Mr.  Dowling  was  married  July  3,  1879,  to 
Miss  Margaret  OTIare.  a  daughter  of  Hugh 
and  Mary  OTIare,  both  natives  of  Ireland. 
Their  children  were :  John  F.,  who  died  May 
22,  1904,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years; 
Thomas  William,  of  the  United  States  army, 
who  served  in  Cuba  and  the  Philippines  and 
in  1905  re-enlisted;  and  Hugh  Frederick,  at 
home. 

Mr.  Dowling  is  a  stanch  democrat,  having 
voted  for  the  party  since  lie  cast  his  first 
presidential  ballot  for  McClelland.  He  is  a 
reliable  and  trustworthy  citizen,  firm  in  his 
convictions  and  unfaltering  in  any  course 
which  he  believes  to  be  right.  lie  has  many 
good  qualities  which  have  gained  him  the 
trust  and  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and 
is  a  son  of  Macomb  county  whose  course  is 
creditable  to  the  place  of  his  nativity. 


WILLIAM  HOTHAM. 

William  Hotham,  a  dairyman  and  farmer 
of  Sterling  township,  living  on  section  24, 
was  born  March  9,  1832,  in  Bloomfield,  Oak- 
land county,  Michigan.  The  family  is  of 
English    lineage.     His    parents    were    Kicard 
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and  Jane  Hotham,  who  came  from  England 
about  1829.  The  former  was  born  June  1, 
1794,  and  the  latter  on  the  10th  of  April, 
1801.  There  were  eleven  children  in  their 
family,  of  whom  William  is  the  sixth  in  order 
of  birth.  Mary,  the  eldest,  born  February  8, 
1820,  in  England,  died  in  1904.  Elizabeth, 
born  August  6,  1823,  is  the  wife  of  Truman 
Anilrus,  of  Washington,  Michigan,  and  has 
four  living  children.  Jane,  born  in  England, 
June  14,  1825,  died  in  1865.  Sarah,  born  in 
the  same  country,  October  9,  1827,  died  in 
1900.  Richard,  born  October  9,  1829,  went 
to  California  and  was  shot  and  killed  there 
during  mining  days.  William  Henry  is  the 
next  of  the  family.  David,  born  January  9, 
1834,  was  also  killed  in  California  during 
the  early  mining  excitement  there.  Katha- 
rine, born  March  27,  1836,  is  deceased. 
Martha,  born  April  5,  1838,  died  in  1882. 
Harriet,  born  October  9,  1840,  is  now  Mrs. 
Chapman  of  Holly,  Michigan,  and  has  four 
children :  John,  born  January  24,  1844,  is 
married  and  has  seven  living  children. 

William  Hotham  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  his  parents'  home,  being 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming.  He, 
too,  went  to  California,  making  the  trip  in 
1860  by  way  of  the  isthmus  route.  There  he 
engaged  in  mining  for  twelve  years,  making 
some  money,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Michi- 
gan. After  again  reaching  this  state  he  was 
married,  in  1872,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ensley,  who 
was  born  August  5,  1844,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Ann  (Holbrook)  Ensley,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  England,  whence 
they  came  to  America  in  1842,  settling  in 
Utica,  Michigan.  Her  father  was  an  agricul- 
turist and  purchased  seventy-two  acres  of 
land  lying  in  Shelby  and  Sterling  townships. 
He  worked  by  the  day  until  he  had  money 
enough  to  buy  a  farm  and  then  invested  in 
the  property  mentioned,  continuing  its  fur- 
ther cultivation  and  improvement  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  March  25,  1885,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  in  October,  1895.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom 
three  are  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Hotham; 
John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
George,  who  makes  his  home  with  our  subject; 
and  Lucy,  who  became  the  wife  of  Amos 
Button  and  after  his  death  married  John 
Stackman,  who  is  a  carpet  layer  of  Detroit. 

Mrs.  Hotham  pursued  her  education  in  the 
schools  of  Utica  and  in  early  womanhood  she 
engaged  in  dressmaking.  She  was  married 
when  twenty-eight  years  of  age  and  has  be- 


come the  mother  of  six  children :  Flora,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  John  Hartline,  a  farmer 
residing  in  Sterling  township,  by  whom  she 
has  two  children ;  Charlie,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years;  George,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Belle,  the  wife  of  William  Hartline,  an  em- 
ploye in  the  Russell  wheel  factory  at  Detroit, 
by  whom  she  has  two  children  ;  Nellie,  the  wife 
of  George  Burr,  a  florist  of  Mount  Clemens; 
and  William,  at  home.  All  were  educated  in 
the  district  and  graded  schools  of  Sterling 
township. 

William  Hotham  is  a  republican  in  his 
political  views  but  has  held  no  offices  save 
those  in  connection  with  the  schools,  pre- 
ferring to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his 
business  affairs.  He  is  to-day  the  owner  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  which 
he  has  placed  excellent  improvements  and 
here  he  devotes  his  attention  to  general  farm- 
ing and  darying.  His  is  one  of  the  excellent 
farms  of  Sterling  township,  the  fields  being 
highly  cultivated,  while  everything  about  the 
place  is  in  excellent  condition,  indicating  the 
careful  supervision  of  a  progressive  owner. 


SETH  W.  KNIGHT. 


Seth  W.  Knight,  a  leading  practitioner  at 
the  Macomb  county  bar  and  ex- judge  of  the 
probate  court,  was  born  in  Utica,  this  county, 
July  17,  1863,  a  son  of  Dr.  Phillip  A.  and 
Clarissa  (Ewell)  Knight.  He  is  the  fourth 
in  a  family  of  eleven  children,  the  others  yet 
living  being:  Edward  E.,  a  contractor  in 
Guatemala,  Central  America;  Phillip  B.,  a 
practicing  physician  in  Utica,  Michigan;  Lu- 
ther E.?  of  Utica;  and  Agnes  C,  the  wife  of 
William  Terry,  of  Utica.  Several  of  the  chil- 
dren died  in  youth,  while  Lois,  an  artist  and 
illustrator,  died  in  New  York  city  in  1902, 
and  Grace  died  in  her  senior  year,  while  pur- 
suing a  literary  course  in  Michigan  Univer- 
sity, in  1900. 

Seth  W.  Knight,  after  completing  the  work 
of  the  high  school  at  Utica,  Michigan,  spent 
three  years  in  the  literary  department  of  the 
Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  prep- 
aration for  the  pursual  of  a  course  in  the 
law  department.  He  was  a  law  student  for 
two  years  and  was  graduated  in  1890,  after 
which  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens  and  opened 
his  office.  From  the  beginning  he  has  been 
successful  and  now  has  a  large  clientage, 
connecting  him  with  much  of  the  impor- 
tant litigation  tried  in  the  courts  of  his  dis- 
trict.    He  has  given  his  undivided  attention 
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to  the  law  and  his  devotion  to  his  clients'  in- 
terests^ is  proverbial.  His  careful  prepara- 
tion of  cases,  his  comprehensive  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  legal  principles  and  his  clear 
and  forcible  presentation  of  his  cause  have 
been  the  salient  elements  in  his  professional 
career,  lie  has  held  no  political  office  save 
in  the  line  of  his  profession.  lie  is  a  stanch 
democrat  and  a  faithful  worker  for  his  party, 
and  on  its  ticket  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  probate  judge,  in  November,  1899.  He  en- 
tered upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  Janu- 
ary 1,  1900,  and  served  until  January  1,  1905. 
lie  was  a  candidate  for  re-election  in  the  fall 
of  1904,  but  was  defeated  in  the  republican 
landslide. 

Mr.  Knight  was  married  June  22,  1898, 
to  Miss  Katharine  L.  Crocker,  a  daughter  of 
George  M.  Crocker,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
their  children  are  George  C.  and  Katharine 
L.  Knight,  Mr.  Knight  is  a  member  of 
Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Mount  Clemens  Chapter,  No.  69,  R,  A.  M.  • 
Mount  Clemens  Council,  No.  8,  R.  &  S.  M. ; 
and  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  168,  K.  P.,  of 
which  he  was  the  first  chancellor  commander. 
He  is  a  man  of  great  decision,  high  principles 
and  upright  character,  whose  personal  worth 
as  well  as  his  professional  ability  makes  him 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Mount 
Clemens. 


DANIEL  L.  RAPELJE. 

The  business  life  of  Richmond  has  a  repre- 
sentative in  Daniel  L.  Rapelje,  who  is  con- 
ducting a  farm  implement  and  produce  store 
there,  lie  is  a  native  of  St.  Thomas,  Ontario, 
born  April  15,  1849.  His  father,  Barclay 
Rapelje,  was  the  first,  white  child  born  there, 
his  natal  year  being:  1812.  The  grandfather, 
Daniel  Rapelje,  was  born  in  France  and  was 
a  Huguenot.  He  received  a  grant  of  land 
from  the  government  on  which  a  large  portion 
of  the  town  of  St.  Thomas  now  stands.  He 
took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  serving 
as  a  colonel  in  command  of  a  regiment  with 
the  American  troops.  After  locating  in  Can- 
ada he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  develop- 
ment of  his  estate  and  there  spent  his  remain- 
ing days.  A  portion  of  his  land  grant  is  still 
in  possession  of  his  descendants.  The  Rapelje 
family  was  a  prominent  one  in  Prance  and 
its  members  were  driven  from  that  country 
on  account  of  their  religious  views. 

Barclay  Rapelje  was  reared  on  the  family 
homestead  in  Canada  and  served  as  a  captain 


in  the  Canadian  rebellion  in  1837,  being  con- 
nected with  the  cavalry  force.  Throughout 
his  business  career  he  carried  on  farming  but 
he  died  at  the  age  of  forty-eight.  He  married 
Anna  Thayer,  and  of  their  seven  children 
Daniel  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 
George,  the  eldest  son,  enlisted  in  response  to 
President  Lincoln's  call  for  ninety  thousand 
troops,  became  a  member  of  an  Ohio  regiment 
and  on  the  expiration  of  a  three  months'  term 
he  re-enlisted,  becoming  sergeant.  In  1863, 
owing  to  disability,  he  returned  home,  but 
after  three  months  he  again  joined  the  army, 
with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  being  a  very  loyal  advocate  of  the  Union 
cause,  lie  is  now  living  in  Bay  City,  Mich- 
igan. 

Daniel  L.  Rapelje  spent  the  first  eleven 
years  of  his  life  in  Canada  and  then  came  to 
the  United  Mates,  securing  a  clerkship  in  a 
store  at  Port  Huron,  .Michigan,  when  fifteen 
years  of  age.  Three  times  he  attempted  to 
enlist  in  the  Union  army  but  was  rejected  on 
account  of  his  youth.  At  the  fourth  attempt 
he  became  a  member  of  Company  P,  Sixth 
Michigan  Calvary,  under  Colonel  Kidd,  com- 
mander of  the  state  militia.  It  was  in  March, 
1864,  that  he  joined  the  army  and  was  sent 
south  with  Custer s  Brigade,  serving  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky.  He  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  the  AVilderness  and  in  all  of  the 
skirmishes  up  to  Petersburg*.  After  the  war 
was  over  the  Michigan  Cavalry  Brigade  was 
sent  west,  being  joined  to  Ceiieral  Conner 's 
Brigade,  and  went  from  Fort  Laramie  through 
the  bad  lands.  They  had  no  trouble  until 
they  reached  the  Powder  river.  They  built 
Fort  Phil  Kearney  about  twenty  miles  below 
Sheridan  and  this  fort  became  historically 
prominent,  owing  to  the  massacre  of  Lieu- 
tenant Fessenden  and  his  entire  company 
there  in  1866.  While  the  fort  was  being  built 
the  command  to  which  Rapelje  belonged 
had  more  or  less  trouble  with  the  Indians. 
They  afterward  went  directly  as  far  as  Fort 
Bridger  in  Utah,  the  famous  Jim  Bridger  act- 
ing as  scout,  and  they  spent  the  winter  near 
Salt  Lake  City.  In  May,  1866,  they  were  sent 
back  to  Michigan  and  honorably  discharged, 
this  being  the  last  part  of  a  Michigan  regi- 
ment to  receive  its  discharge. 

Mr.  Rapelje  then  turned  his  attention  to  the 
lumber  business  in  Alpena  county,  where  he 
remained  until  1875,  when  he  came  to  Macomb 
county,  and  after  two  years  spent  in  Mount 
Clemens,  he  removed  to  Lenox,  where  he  built 
the  first  planing  mill  in  the  town,  the  plant 
being  still  in  operation.     This    he    operated 
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until  1878,  when  he  associated  himself  with 
James  "W.  Cooper  in  the  stave,  heading  and 
hoop  business.  They  built  a  new  mill  which 
they  operated  for  a  number  of  years,  when 
owing  to  a  lack  of  timber  Mr.  Rapelje  turned 
his  attention  to  merchandising  and  to  that- 
business  he  devotes  his  energies  at  the  present 
time. 

In  April,  1879.  Mr.  Rapelje  was  married  to 
Miss  Libbie  Bowman,  of  Macomb  county,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Bowman,  who  lived  four 
and  a  half  miles  northeast  of  Mount  Clemens. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Valrae.  Mr.  Rapelje 
served  as  village  clerk  for  a  number  of  years, 
has  been  deputy  sheriff  for  some  years  and 
was  marshal  of  Richmond.  He  belongs  to 
Henry  C.  Beebe  Post,  No.  223,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
in  Masonry  has  attained  the  Royal  Arch  de- 
gree. By  perseverance,  determination  and 
honorable  effort  he  has  overcame  the  obstacles 
which  barred  his  path  to  success  and  is  ac- 
counted one  of  the  prosperous  men  of  Rich- 
mond. The  determination  which  he  showed  in 
his  attempt  to  become  a  Union  soldier  has 
been  manifested  in  all  his  duties  of  citizen- 
ship and  he  is  most  loyal  to  the  public  welfare. 


JAMES  A.  CANFIELD. 

James  A.  Canfield,  a  retired  farmer  of 
.Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in  this  city  Jan- 
uary 27,  1832,  his  parents  being  William  and 
Ann  (Clemens)  Canfield,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Saybrook,  Connecticut,  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Detroit,  Michigan.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Joel  Canfield,  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  there  spent  his  entire  life, 
following  the  occupation  of  farming.  He 
served  as  a  captain  in  the  state  militia  and 
was  an  important  figure  in  his  locality,  his 
influence  extending  even  beyond  the  bound- 
aries of  his  county.  He  died  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  eighty-nine  years.  William  Can- 
field,  his  son,  was  reared  in  the  Charter  Oak 
state  and  in  early  life  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising. He  came  to  the  west  in  1829  and  was 
the  owner  of  a  farm  one  mile  north  of  the 
courthouse  on  the  Gratiot  road,  in  Clinton 
township.  A  part  of  this  land  is  still  in 
possession  of  his  son,  James  A.  William 
Canfield  served  as  a  general  in  the  state  mil- 
itia and  was  very  prominent  in  public  af- 
fairs, his  ability  well  fitting  him  for  lead- 
ership. He  did  much  to  mold  public  thought 
and  opinion  and  he  was  honored  by  his  fel- 
low citizens  by  election  to  the  senate  on  sev- 
eral different*  occasions.     His  early  political 


allegiance  was  given  to  the  abolition  party 
and  later  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  republi- 
can party  when  it  was  formed  to  prevent  the 
further  extension  of  slavery.  He  had  the 
happy  faculty  of  living  peaceably  with  all 
men/ for  while  he  held  firm  convictions  he 
nevertheless  displayed  deference  for  the 
opinions  of  others  and  believed  in  according 
to  his  fellowmen  the  right  which  he  reserved 
for  himself— of  forming  his  own  ^  ideas  on 
questions  affecting  the  general  welfare.  For 
several  years  he  served  as  assessor.  At  an 
earlv  dav  he  was  prominent  in  the  Presby- 
terian church.  Later,  because  of  dissension 
which  arose  in  the  membership,  he  was  in- 
strumental in  establishing  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  but  subsequently  used  his  in- 
fluence to  reunite  the  churches.  He  was  also 
a  prime  mover  in  the  organization  of  the 
State  Agricultural  Society  and  his  activities 
touched  many  lines  of  advancement,  while 
his  efforts  proved  far-reaching  and  beneficial. 
He  died  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Judge 
Clemens,  the  founder  of  the  city  of  Mount 
Clemens,  and  her  death  occurred  in  1879, 
when  she  was  seventy-five  years  of  age.  In 
their  family  were  six  children,  five  of  whom 
reached  mature  years,  while  Charles  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  are:  James  A.;  Wil- 
liam J.,  who  died  in  1904  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years;  Frank  IT.,  a  resident  of  Detroit, 
Michigan;  Augustus,  who  died  in  1849  at  the 
age  of  forty-nine  years;  and  Arthur  L.,  who 
died  in  1900  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 

James  A.  Canfield  received  but  limited 
school  privileges.  He  worked  upon  the  home 
farm  through  the  period  of  his  youth,  or 
until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began 
farming  on  his  own  account,  purchasing  a 
tract  of  land  adjoining  Mount  Clemens  on 
the  north.  There  he  lived  for  thirty-three 
years,  when  he  sold  part  of  that  property  and 
removed  to  No.  139  South  Gratiot  street, 
where  he  is  now  living  retired.  Upon  a  part 
of  his  original  farm  stands  the  St.  Joseph 
sanitarium  and  bathhouse  at  No.  215  North 
avenue.  Other  portions  of  the  property  were 
divided  into  city  lots  while  the  remainder 
is  still  in  possession  of  Mr.  Canfield.  The  rise 
in  land  values  enabled  him  to  sell  to  splen- 
did advantage  and  thereby  secure  an  income 
sufficient  to  supply  him  with  all  of  the  neces- 
sities and  many  of  the  comforts  and  luxuries 
of  life. 

Mr.  Canfield  was  married  September  lo, 
1857,  to   Miss  Emily  E.  Robinson,  a  daugh- 
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ter  of  William  S.  and  Emily  E.  (Pillsbury) 
Robinson,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Jersey 
and  the  latter  of  Massachusetts.  They  spent 
their  early  married  life  in  New  York  city  and 
in  1836  Mr.  Robinson  came  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens, where  he  was  joined  by  his  wife  a  year 
later.  lie  was  a  machinist  and  largely  en- 
gaged in  making  guns  for  the  Indians.  He 
died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  January  2,  1858,  at  the 
age  of  forty-three  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Can- 
field  had  two  children,  but  have  lost  both: 
Willis  R.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years;  and  Isabella  B.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years.  Mrs.  0 airfield  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a  man 
of  modest,  unassuming  manner,  and  is  known 
as  a  kind  and  generous  neighbor  and  good 
citizen. 


GEORGE  R.  NIMS. 

Through  a  half  century  George  II.  Nims 
was  actively  engaged  in  farming,  but  is  now 
living  retired  in  Romeo,  enjoying  a  rest  that 
is  certainly  richly  merited.  He  has  lived  in 
Macomb  county  since  the  fall  of  1855,  arriv- 
ing here  when  a  young  man  of  nineteen 
years.  lie  was  born  in  Chittenden  county, 
Vermont,  July  26,  1836,  and  is  descended 
from  English  ancestry,  the  first  representa- 
tives of  the  name  in  America  living  in  Deer- 
field,  Massachusetts,  when  this  country  was 
still  numbered  among  the  colonial  possessions 
of  Great  Britain.  Jonathan  Nims,  the  grand- 
father was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  Dr. 
Reuben  Nims,  the  father,  was  also  a  native  of 
that  state,  born  in  1794.  There  he  spent  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  and,  deciding 
upon  the  practice  of  medicine  as  a  life  work, 
he  studied  in  that  state  and  prepared  for 
his  chosen  calling.  lie  was  married  in  Mas- 
sachusetts to  Sophia  Whitor,  also  born  in  that 
state,  and  they  afterward  removed  to  Ver- 
mont, where  Dr.  Nims  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  until  1855.  In  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  came  with  his  family  to  Mich- 
igan, settling  in  Washington  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm 
just  south  and  east  of  Romeo.  He  then  gave 
up  medical  practice  in  order  to  devote  his 
undivided  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  he  continued  his  farm  interests  here  with 
success  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in 
death  in  the  winter  of  1869.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  and  passed  away  in  1890.  They 
were   the   parents   of    seven     sons    and  two 


daughters,  all  of  whom  reached  mature  years 
with  the  exception  of  the  eldest  son,  George 
W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  Hon. 
William  II.  Nims  located  at  Lexington,  Mich- 
igan, where  he  became  prominent  in  business 
life  and  public  affairs.  He  exerted  a  wide 
influence  there  and  was  elected  and  served  as 
a  member  of  the  state  senate.  Hannibal  II. 
Nims  also  went  to  Lexington  in  early  man- 
hood and  there  he  enlisted,  joining  Company 
K  of  the  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry,  of  which 
he  was  elected  captain,  soon  afterward  re- 
ceiving his  commission.  He  was  killed  in 
service  at  Jonesboro,  Georgia.  George  R.  is 
next  in  the  family.  Charles  S.,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  the  newspaper  business  at  Harbor 
Beach,  Michigan,  was  elected  and  served  as 
supervisor,  but  afterward  removed  to  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
March  23,  1905.  His  remains  were  then 
brought  back  to  Harbor  Beach  for  interment. 
Jerome  W.  Nims  purchased  the  interest  of  the 
other  heirs,  and  thus  succeeded  to  the  old  home 
property.  He  was  an  influential  and  valued 
citizen  of  his  community  and  served  for  twen- 
ty-seven consecutive  years  as  supervisor,  act- 
ing as  president  of  the  honorary  county  board 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  state 
senator.  He  died  February  24,  1902.  Ed- 
ward L.  Nims  is  a  business  man  of  Lexington, 
Michigan.  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Knapp,  a  lumber  manufacturer  of  Lexington, 
Michigan.  Frances  is  the  wife  of  B.  E.  B. 
Kennedy,  a  lawyer  of  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

George  R.  Nims  spent  the  first  nineteen 
years  of  his  life  in  his  native  state  and  re- 
ceived good  educational  privileges  there.  He 
afterward  attended  the  Dickinson  Institute  at 
Romeo  and  he  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
with  his  father  until  the  latter 's  death,  when 
he  and  his  brother  Jerome  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  the  other  heirs  in  the  home  prop- 
erty. They  carried  on  the  farm  together  for 
a  number  of  years  and  were  also  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business,  meeting  with  excellent  suc- 
cess as  cheese  manufacturers,  their  output 
reaching  eight  thousand  pounds  annually.  At 
a  later  date,  however,  Mr.  Nims  of  this  re- 
view sold  his  interest  to  his  brother  and 
bought  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Ray,  comprising 
eighty  acres  upon  which  some  improvements 
had  been  made.  He  continued  the  work  of 
cultivation  and  development  there  until  1901, 
when  he  rented  his  farm  and  took  up  his 
abode  in  Romeo,  purchasing  a  residence  here 
that  he  has  since  occupied. 

Mr.  Nims  was  married  in  Farmington,  Mich- 
igan, November  18,  1885,  to  Miss  Sarah  Hope 
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Green,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Clinton  coun- 
ty, Michigan,  a  daughter  of  Forest  S.  Green. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
when  nine  years  of  age  was  brought  to  this 
state,  where  he  was  reared.  In  Clinton  coun- 
ty he  wedded  Mary  Ann  Merrihew,  who  was 
also  born  in  New  York.  Mr.  Green's  father 
followed  farming  in  Clinton  county  until 
1861,  when  he  joined  the  Third  Michigan  Cav- 
alry, of  which  he  became  first  orderly  and  bu- 
gler, but  he  died  in  St.  Louis  in  the  same 
year  before  the  command  had  been  ordered 
to  the  south.  Mrs.  Nims  was  one  of  eight 
children  who  reached  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, the  first  being  Merrihew,  who  was  a 
soldier  of  Company  I,  Twenty-seventh  Mich- 
igan Infantry,  and  died  in  service  in  1865 ; 
Naomi,  who  resides  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Nims; 
James  M.,  of  Farmington;  Horace,  of  North- 
ville,  Michigan ;  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Bowen,  of  Car- 
roll, Iowa;  Mrs.  Henrietta  A.  Cuer,  of  Rome; 
Mrs.  Betsy  C.  Osborn,  of  Maple  Rapids, 
Michigan;  Luther,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years. 

Mr.  Nims  votes  with  the  republican  party, 
having  advocated  its  principles  since  casting 
his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln in  1860.  He  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired office,  but  has  always  given  his  time  and 
attention  to  his  farming  interests  until  his 
retirement  from  business.  For  fifty  years  he 
was  engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits 
in  this  county  and  well  deserves  to  be  classed 
with  the  representative  farmers,  so  directing 
his  labors  that  they  brought  him  a  good  finan- 
cial return.  Mr.  Nims  has  worked  persistently 
and  earnestly,  realizing  that  labor  is  the  source 
of  all  success.  His  business  affairs  have  al- 
ways been  honorably  conducted  and  now  he  is 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil,  occu- 
pying a  pleasant  home  in  Romeo,  where  he  is 
surrounded  with  the  comforts  that  go  to  make 
life  worth  living. 


WILLIAM  S.  DONALDSON. 

William  S.  Donaldson,  one  of  the  leading 
representatives  of  industrial  interests  in 
Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  October  10,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Isabella  (True)  Donaldson,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  Emerald  isle.  Fol- 
lowing their  marriage  they  came  to  the 
United  States,  making  their  way  at  once  to 
Mount  Clemens,  Macomb  county,  where  the 
father  purchased  land  near  Cady's  Corner. 
His  attention,  however,  was  given  to  black- 


smithing,  which  trade  he  learned  in  early 
life.  He  died  at  the  comparatively  early  age 
of  thirty-eight  years  and  his  wTife,  long  sur- 
viving him,  passed  awray  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-two years. 

William  S.  Donaldson  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  what  was  then  the  district  schools 
of  Mount  Clemens  and  he  began  earning  his 
own  living  by  working  at  odd  jobs  after  his 
father's  death,  lie  learned  the  blacksmith- 
ing  trade  in  early  life  and  in  1862  he  estab- 
lished a  blacksmith  shop  on  Front  street, 
on  the  lot  adjoining  his  present  manufactur- 
ing establishment,  and  thus  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  a  business  of  large  dimensions.  His 
brother,  Andrew  T.  Donaldson,  wars  admitted 
to  a  partnerhip  about  1865,  and  they  have 
since  continued  together.  Their  first  shop 
wras  a  small  wooden  building  and  they  did 
horseshoeing,  repairing  and  carriage  build- 
ing. Their  trade  constantly  increased  from 
the  beginning,  for  their  skill  was  manifest 
and  their  business  methods  were  found  to 
be  reliable.  As  their  financial  resources  in- 
creased, and  as  their  trade  constantly  grew 
they  formed  plans  for  extending  the  scope 
of  their  business  and  soon  erected  a  large 
blacksmith  shop.  They  then  began  the  man- 
ufacture of  wagons,  buggies  and  sleighs,  and 
their  business  developed  so  rapidly  that  in 
1871  they  erected  a  foundry  in  which  they 
could  make  their  own  castings.  When  this 
was  placed  in  operation  they  began  the  man- 
ufacture of  agricultural  implements  and 
they  also  quickly  utilized  the  opportunities 
for  manufacture  along  other  lines.  A  new 
foundry  was  erected  in  1875  and  in  1883  an 
extensive  addition  was  made  to  the  plant  by 
the  erection  of  a  three-story  building,  front- 
ing on  Front  and  East  streets.  In  1890  a 
new  wood-working  and  machinery  shop  was 
added  and  since  that  year  the  firm  has  been 
constantly  adding  storerooms  and  enlarging 
its  different  departments.  Although  addi- 
tional ground  was  purchased,  adjoining  the 
little  lot  on  which  their  first  blacksmith  shop 
was  erected,  they  had  not  space  enough  on 
this  triangle  for  their  growing  business  and 
they  have  secured  property  elsewhere  for 
storage  purposes.  The  company  now  manu- 
factures twenty-seven  different  patterns  of 
plows,  twelve  different  kinds  of  cultivators, 
five  harrows,  also  corn-planters,  sugar  beet 
weeders  and  road  scrapers.  In  fact,  they 
manufacture  various  kinds  of  agricultural  im- 
plements in  addition  to  wagons,  buggies, 
sleighs,  drays  and  bob-sleds.  The  firm  annu- 
ally uses  many  thousands  of  feet  of  lumber 
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and  more  than  twenty-five  hundred  tons  of 
pig-iron.  Employment  is  furnished  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  men  throughout  the 
year.  As  their  products  are  many  the  plant 
is  always  in  operation  and  the  output  is  sent 
not  only  to  all  parts  of  America,  but  to  for- 
eign countries  as  well.  The  plant  is  to-day 
equipped  with  the  latest  improved  machinery 
and  the  works  of  the  firm  of  Donaldson 
Brothers  constitute  the  leading  productive  in- 
dustry of  Mount  Clemens. 

William  S.  Donaldson  has  been  the  pro- 
moter or  a  co-operant  factor  in  many  other 
business  enterprises  of  the  city.  He  is  the 
president  and  a  stockholder  of  the  Mount 
Clemens  Electric  Light  Company,  of  which 
he  assisted  in  organizing.  He  is  likewise  a 
stockholder  and  director  in  the  Citizens  Sav- 
ings Bank,  with  which  he  has  thus  been  iden- 
tified from  its  organization.  In  connection 
with  George  W.  Robertson  and  Robert 
Shook  he  built  the  first  water  works  of 
Mount  Clemens  and  he  is  also  a  trustee  and 
the  treasurer  of  the  Clinton  drove  Cemetery 
Association. 

Mr.  Donaldson  has  been  twice  married.  In 
1865  he  wedded  Sarah  Leonard,  a  daughter 
of  Sylvanus  Leonard,  of  Mount  Clemens, 
who  died  four  years  later,  leaving  a  son — 
Arthur  L.  In  1876  he  wedded  Eliza  Har- 
rington, a  daughter  of  Henry  Harrington, 
of  Mount  Clemens,  who  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  village  of  Frederick.  The 
children  of  the  second  marriage  are:  James 
S.,  who  is  pursuing  a  course  in  the  .Michigan 
University;  Ralph;  Phillip;  Lloyd;  and 
Irene. 

Mr.  Donaldson  is  a  member  of  Mount 
Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  also  of 
Damascus  commandery,  No.  42,  K.  T.,  of  De- 
troit, and  is  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  to-day  one  of  the  oldest  representatives 
of  the  blue  lodge  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
has  always  been  in  harmony  with  the  teach- 
ings and  tenets  of  the  craft.  lie  has  served 
as  councilman  of  Mount  Clemens,  filling  that 
position  at-  the  time  the  town  was  changed 
into  a  city.  He  is  a  trustee  and  chairman 
of  the  board  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  in  Mount  Clemens,  and  is  interested 
in  every  progressive  measure  that  tends  to 
advance  the  material,  intellectual,  social  and 
moral  progress  of  his  community.  Possessing 
a  clear  head,  always  busy,  always  careful 
and  conservative  in  financial  measures,  mov- 
ing slowly  but  surely  in  every  transaction, 
he  has  had  few  superiors  in  the  steady  prog- 
ress wdiich   invariably  reaches  its   objective 


point.  The  story  of  his  achievement,  in  the 
face  of  difficulties,  must  inspire  all  young 
men  who  read  it  with  a  truer  estimation  of 
the  value  and  sure  rewards  of  character. 


HOMER  T.  RECTOR. 


Homer  T.  Rector,  who  has  worked  his  way 
upward  from  an  humble  beginning  until  now, 
possessed  of  a  comfortable  competence  as  the 
result  of  years  of  earnest  toil,  he  is  living  a 
retired  life  in  Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Volney,  Oswego  county,  New 
York,  September  1,  1830,  his  parents  being 
John  and  Sally  (Howard)  Rector,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
New  Hampshire.  The  Rectors  are  of  German 
lineage,  the  name  being  originally  spelled 
Reenter,  but  it  was  changed  to  the  anglicized 
form  about  one  hundred  years  ago,  the  ances- 
tors of  our  subject  having  settled  in  New 
Amsterdam,  now  New  York  city,  at  a  very 
early  day.  The  Howard  family  traces  its  an- 
cestry back  to  Nathaniel  Howard.  Mrs.  Rec- 
tor's father  was  thrown  from  a  horse  and 
killed  on  the  night  that  she  was  born,  and 
her  mother  afterward  married  Benjamin 
Beels.  John  Rector  had  five  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living. 

Homer  T.  Rector  came  to  Michigan  in  1839, 
settling  at  Algonac,  and  when  a  young  man 
he  attended  school,  for  he  had  no  chance  to 
acquire  an  education  in  his  younger  years. 
He  arrived  in  this  state  seven  years  after  his 
father,  who  bought  a  forty-acre  tract  of  land, 
extending  from  the  road  to  the  river.  Later, 
however,  the  father  returned  to  New  York, 
where  his  death  occurred.  Homer  T.  Rector 
purchased  a  farm  at  Port  Huron,  but  after- 
ward learned  the  boat  business  and  was  en- 
gaged as  a  cook  on  a  vessel  for  ten  years,  and 
was  captain  of  the  vessel  Uphena  in  1852. 
Following  his  marriage  he  took  up  his  abode 
on  a  farm  in  Clyde  township,  St.  Clair  coun- 
ty, Michigan,  where  he  remained  for  fifteen 
years,  when  he  sold  out  and  purchased  a 
farm  of  seventy  acres  from  Joseph  Cole  at 
Cady's  Corners,  Macomb  county,  Mr.  Cole 
having  purchased  this  land  from  the  gov- 
ernment. Mr.  Rector  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  from  1865 
until  1901,  developing  an  excellent  farm 
whose  productive  fields  yielded  him  a  good 
financial  return.  lie  then  sold  the  property, 
and  in  1902  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens,  where 
he  is  spending  his  declining  years  in  quiet 
and  retirement  from  further  labor,  the  sue- 
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cess  of  his  earlier  days  enabling  him  now  to 
enjoy  a  well  earned  rest. 

When  he  bought  the  farm  it  was  all  wild. 
This  he  cleared  and  built  the  house  and  barns 
and  made  good  farm  property.  He  was  also 
engaged  in  the  tile  business  for  three  years 
after  coming  here. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1850,  Mr.  Rector 
was  married  to  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  Ann  (Stanton)  Thompson  of  De- 
troit, in  which  city  the  parents  spent  their 
last  days.  They  had  four  daughters  and  a 
son,  and  three  daughters  are  living.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rector  have  become  the  parents  of  four 
children:  John  11.,  who  is  living  in  liickey, 
Michigan;  Ella,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Berry,  of 
Mount  Clemens;  Lola,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years;  and  George,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Rector  is  a  democrat  in  politics,  but 
has  never  sought  or  desired  office,  although 
he  has  served  as  school  director  and  road 
commissioner.  His  years  for  a  long  period 
were  filled  with  unremitting  toil  and  it  is 
through  his  own  efforts  that  he  has  worked 
his  way  upward,  lie  began  life  in  an  humble 
capacity,  but  he  made  the  most  of  his 
opportunities  and  has  so  utilized  his  advan- 
tages that  he  is  now  a  prosperous  citizen  of 
Mount  Clemens. 


FRANK  J.  IIIRT. 


Frank  J.  Ilirt,  whose  business  career  has 
been  marked  by  consecutive  advancement 
along  progressive  lines  until  he  is  now  cashier 
of  the  Macomb  County  Savings  Bank  and 
a  leading  representative  of  financial  interests 
at  Richmond,  was  born  in  Casco,  St.  Clair 
county,  Michigan,  December  8,  1870.  His 
father,  John  A.  Ilirt,  a  native  of  Germany, 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  in  1848,  and 
after  spending  three  or  four  years  in  Detroit, 
removed  to  St.  Clair  county,  being  one  of  the 
original  locators  of  the  township  of  Casco.  He 
cast  in  his  lot  with  its  pioneer  settlers  and 
his  efforts  proved  beneficial  in  reclaiming  it 
for  the  purposes  of  civilization.  There  he 
carried  on  farming  until  1871,  and  while  liv- 
ing in  that  county  he  served  as  supervisor, 
as  treasurer  and  commissioner  of  Casco  town- 
ship. He  is  a  shoeworker  by  trade  and  has 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent  followed  that  busi- 
ness throughout  his  entire  life  in  connection 
with  other  interests.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Schwartz,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  nine  children,  but  seven 
of  the  number  died  in  infancy. 


Frank  J.  Ilirt,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
is  indebted  to  the  public  schools  of  Michigan 
for  the  educational  privileges  that  equipped 
him  for  life's  practical  and  responsible  du- 
ties. In  his  youth  he  learned  the  printer's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  in  1895  he  purchased  the  Richmond 
Review,  which  he  conducted  until  1899,  when 
he  sold  that  paper  and  accepted  a  position 
in  the  Macomb  County  Savings  Bank  at 
Lenox.  After  three  months  he  was  made 
cashier  and  has  since  acted  in  that  capacity. 
During  the  six  years  in  which  he  has  thus 
served,  the  business  of  the  bank  has  been 
steadily  growing  and  now  has  assets  amount- 
ing to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
report  of  the  bank  shows  a  very  satisfactory 
growth  in  the  business  and  there  is  a  paid-in 
■capital  stock  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
a  surplus  fund  of  five  thousand  dollars  and 
undivided  profits  of  more  than  ten  thousand 
dollars.  The  bank  has  many  depositors  and 
a  general  banking  business  is  carried  on,  while 
commercial  and  real  estate  loans  are  also  made. 
The  success  of  the  institution  is  due  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Ilirt,  who 
is  a  pleasant  and  popular  official,  and  while 
neglecting  no  duty  to  the  bank  is  at  the  same 
time  considerate  and  accommodating  to  its 
patrons. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  1899,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Ilirt  to  Miss  Bessie  Simmons, 
of  Richmond,  a  daughter  of  Andre  Simmons, 
one  of  the  successful  residents  of  Richmond. 
They  have  one  son,  Paul  Stanley.  In  com- 
munity affairs  Mr.  Ilirt  is  active  and  influen- 
tial and  is  now  serving  for  the  second  term 
as  village  treasurer,  to  which  position  he  was 
elected  in  1905.  He  is  a  Mason,  an  Odd  Fel- 
low and  a  Forester,  and  in  his  life  exem- 
plifies the  spirit  of  these  organizations,  which 
are  based  upon  mutual  helpfulness  and  broth- 
erly kindness.  He  is  recognized  as  a  young 
man  of  much  promise,  possessing  laudable 
ambition  and  a  firm  determination  which  will 
brook  no  obstacles  that  may  be  overcome  by 
persistent  and  honorable  effort. 


FREDERICK  G.  KENDRICK. 

This  gentleman  is  entitled  to  distinction  as 
one  of  the  most  progressive  and  enterprising 
business  men  of  Mount  Clemens.  Upon  the 
commercial  activity  of  a  community  depends 
its  prosperity  and  the  men  who  are  now  rec- 
ognized as  leading  citizens  are  those  who  are 
at  the  head  of  extensive  business  enterprises. 
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Mr.  Kendrick  is  a  man  of  broad  capabilities, 
who  carries  forward  to  successful  completion 
whatever  he  undertakes. 

A  native  of  Germany,  he  was  born  in 
Schlotheim,  Schwarzburg,  on  the  14th  of  May, 
1836,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  par- 
ents in  1844,  the  family  locating  in  Belvidere, 
Macomb  county,  Michigan.  Later  they  re- 
moved to  Mount  Clemens  and  from  there  to 
Marine  City,  St.  Clair  county,  this  state.  In 
the  meantime  our  subject  attended  school 
some,  but  he  acquired  his  good  practical  edu- 
cation chiefly  in  the  hard  school  of  experience. 
From  Marine  City  he  came  to  Erin  township, 
this  county,  and  here  carried  on  business  as 
a  stock  dealer  for  some  years.  Early  in  life 
he  became  interested  in  politics  and  was 
called  upon  to  fill,  several  offices  of  trust  in 
his  township.  In  1868  he  was  elected  to  the 
state  legislature  and  was  made  sheriff  of  Ma- 
comb county  in  1870,  serving  in  that  capacity 
for  two  terms  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents,  lie  was  appointed  postmas- 
ter of  Mount  Clemens  in  April,  1885,  being 
the  first  appointee1  of  President  Cleveland  in 
the  postal  department  in  Michigan,  and  con- 
tinued to  serve  the  public  in  that  capacity 
for  four  years,  lie  has  also  served  in  the 
city  council,  and  has  always  displayed  an 
active  and  wholesome  interest  in  municipal  af- 
fairs. Mr.  Kendrick  has  always  been  a  con- 
sistent supporter  of  the  democratic  party. 

Having  removed  to  Mount  Clemens  at  the 
time  of  his  election  as  sheriff,  Mr.  Kendrick 
has  been  ever  since  identified  with  the  busi- 
ness progress  of  the  city.  Soon  after  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  office  as  sheriff,  he 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  the  city, 
and  somewhat  later  in  the  manufacture  of 
sash,  doors  and  blinds,  for  many  years  oper- 
ating a  mill  on  Hubbard  avenue  near  the 
Grand  Trunk  crossing.  In  1875  he  began 
taking  building  contracts,  which  business  was 
carried  on  very  successfully  for  several  years. 
He  has  also  been  quite  extensively  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  lumber,  owning  a  sawmill 
in  Taymouth,  Saginaw  county.  After  the 
burning  of  the  Original  Bathhouse  in  1882  it 
was  largely  due  to  Mr.  Kendrick 's  personal 
work  and  influence  that  its  proprietors  were 
persuaded  to  rebuild,  and  he  is  entitled  to 
the  credit  for  thus  avoiding  a  very  serious 
setback  to  the  progress  of  the  city,  which 
would  have  followed  the  abandonment  of  that 
bathing  establishment.  From  that  time  until 
the  sale  of  the  North  &  Johnson  interests  to 
the  Original  Bathing  and  Hotel  Company,  a 
corporation  in  which  Mr.  Kendrick  was  very 


largely  interested,  Mr.  Kendrick  was  practi- 
cally the  manager  of  the  interests  of  North 
&  Johnson  in  the  Original  Springs  and  hotel 
property  connected  therewith.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  and  is  the  present  general  man- 
ager of  the  Mount  Clemens  Bitter  Water 
Company  and  was  for  many  years  the  vice- 
president  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Savings 
Bank.  Besides  these  enterprises  he  has  also 
been  interested  in  real  estate,  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  energetic,  progressive,  re- 
liable business  men  of  the  city.  Although  Mr. 
Kendrick  has  tor  the  past  few  years  been 
gradually  restricting  his  engagement  in  new 
enterprises,  he  is  still  largely  interested  in  the 
Brick  &  Tile  Company,  a  stockholder  in  three 
state  banks  and  is  president  of  the  J.  M.  Bour 
Company  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

On  the  5th  day  of  May,  1862,  Mr.  Kendrick 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Henrietta 
Elsey,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Elsey,  who  was 
from  Leipsic,  Germany,  and  to  them  were 
born  ten  children,  of  whom  one  son  and  seven 
daughters  are  living,  namely:  Caroline,  wife 
of  John  M.  Bour,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  llattie, 
wife  of  Williard  0.  Beattie,  also  of  Toledo; 
Emma,  wife  of  Fred  Guenther,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan;  Julia,  wife  of  Calvin  Davis,  of 
Mount  Clemens;  Frank  J.,  of  Macomb  town- 
ship, this  county;  and  Bertha,  Elsie  May  and 
Margaret,  still  living  at  home.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  German  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church  and  are  prominent  socially. 
Mr.  Kendrick  has  always  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  the  social,  political  and  in- 
dustrial affairs  of  the  county  and  is  a  recog- 
nized leader  in  the  community. 


JOHN  C  MILLER. 


One  of  the  representative  and  prominent 
farmers  of  Chesterfield  township  is  John  C. 
Miller,  whose  home  is  on  section  18.  He  is  a 
native  of  this  county,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Macomb  township  April  4,  1865, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  late  John  D.  and  Fred- 
erika  (Frederick)  Miller,  who  are  represented 
on  another  page  of  this  volume.  He  was  prin- 
cipally educated  in  private  German  schools, 
though  for  two  winters  he  was  a  student  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Miller  early  became  familiar  with  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  for  four  years  after 
reaching  manhood  continued  to  work  upon  his 
father's  farm.  He  then  accepted  a  position 
in  the  Plank  Road  sawmill,  where  he  remained 
one  year,  and  was  next  employed  on  the  farm 
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of  William  Yates,  near  Rochester,   for  nine 
months,  after  which  he  resumed  work  in  the 
sawmill   during  the   winter.     The    following- 
spring  he  went  to  Mount  Clemens  and  worked 
in  Donaldson  Brothers'  factory  for  one  year. 
At  the   end   of  that  time  he   purchased   his 
present  farm  in  Chesterfield  township  from 
his  father  and  has  since  devoted  his  attention 
principally  to  agricultural  pursuits.     lie  has 
made   many   improvements   upon   the    place, 
tiling  about   sixty   acres   of  it,   and  in   1900 
he  remodeled  his  residence   and  three  years 
later  built   a  fine  large  barn.     He  has   also 
added  to  the   original  homestead  a  tract  of 
thirty   acres   of  the   Max   Furton   farm,   also 
nine  acres  adjoining  his  farm  which  belonged 
to  the  Baptist  church,  and  sixty-two  and  a 
half  acres  on  Cotton  road  in  claim  144,  owned 
by  T.   C.   Crittenden.     Although  engaged  in 
general  farming,  he  has  made  a  specialty  of 
the  raising  of  cows  for  dairy  purposes  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Chesterfield 
Creamerv,    being   elected   a   director    of    the 
same   in"  1893.     The   following  year  he   was 
made   president,   which  position  he  held   for 
two  years  at  that  time,  and  after  a  lapse^  of 
two   years    was   again   elected   to   that   office, 
which  he  now  holds.     For  nine  years  he  was 
also   a   director   of   the   old   German   Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Companies  of    Macomb    and 
Wayne   counties.      In   business   affairs   he    is 
prompt,   energetic  and  notably  reliable,   and 
has  met  with  excellent  success  in  his  under- 
takings. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1888,  Mr.  Miller 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Albertine 
Corbo,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Louisa  (Otto) 
Corbo,  of  Clinton  township,  this  county.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1816,  and  on 
coming  to  Michigan  in  1851  located  in -Clinton 
township,  where  he  was  employed  on  different 
farms,  living  on  Dr.  Knight's  place  for  ten 
years,  lie  subsequently  bought  thirty-five 
acres  of  the  Snook  and  Palms  farms,  where 
he  lived  the  quiet  and  industrious  life  of  the 
agriculturist  until  called  to  his  final  rest  July 
30,  1895.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  John  C.  Miller.  Two 
of  their  daughters  married  two  Miller  broth- 
ers. Mr.  Corbo  helped  build  the  first  Ger- 
man church  in  Mount  Clemens.  Unto  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Arthur,  John,  Walter,  Harry, 
Rov  and  Edna,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Miller  was  the  last  drainage  commis- 
sioner of  his  township,  as  at  the  expiration 
of  his  four  years  in  office  that  work  was  turned 
over  to  a  county  drainage  commission.     He 


also  served  as  assessor  of  school  district 
No.  4  for  six  years  and  has  taken  quite 
an  active  and  influential  part  in  public 
affairs.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Mount 
Clemens  lodge  No.  9,  W.  0.  AY.,  the  Arbeiter 
Fraternal  Society  of  Mount  Clemens,  the 
Chesterfield  Grange,  and  the  Chesterfield  and 
Ray  Townships  Farmers'  Club.  His  wife 
also  belongs  to  the  last  named  organization, 
and  the  Chesterfield  Grange,  the  Ladies'  Aid 
Society,  Grove  No.  10,  Supreme  Forest  of 
Woodmen  circle  of  Mineral  City.  They  stand 
high  socially  and  are  people  of  prominence 
in  the  community  where  they  reside. 


AUGUST  W.  MILLER. 

The  farming  interests  of  Macomb  county 
are  well  represented  by  the  Miller  family, 
who  have  taken  a  very  active  and  prominent 
part  in  the  development  of  this  section  of  the 
state.  August  W.  Miller,  whose  home  is  on 
section  19,  Chesterfield  township,  was  born 
on  the  11th  of  May,  1867,  in  Macomb  town- 
ship, his  parents  being  John  D.  and  Frederika 
(Frederick)  Miller,  who  are  represented  else- 
where in  this  volume.  In  boyhood  he  at- 
tended private  German  schools  and  after 
obtaining  a  good,  practical  education  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof  in  1888  Mr. 
Miller  purchased  his  present  farm  from  his 
father,  which  at  that  time  was  but  slightly 
improved,  and  to  its  further  development  and 
cultivation  he  has  devoted  his  energies  ever 
since,  having  tiled  about  sixty  acres.  In 
1889  he  built  a  good  residence  and  barn  upon 
the  place  and  on  the  latter  is  a  large  four- 
horsepower  windmill,  with  which  he  grinds 
all  the  feed  for  his  stock.  He  has  an  excep- 
tionally fine  hog  pen,  which  was  constructed 
in  1904  and  is  entirely  of  cement  except  the 
roof.  This  pen  is  the  first  of  its  kind  con- 
structed in  this  county  and  is  a  success. 
In  addition  to  general  farming  he  is  also  in- 
terested in  the  dairy  business  and  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Chesterfield  Cream- 
ery, serving  as  one  of  its  board  of  directors 
for  the  past  six  years.  The  railroad  running 
across  one  corner  of  his  farm  cut  off  two 
acres,  which  he  sold  to  William  Fairchild, 
and  he  then  bought  sixteen  acres  of  George 
Fuller  that  adjoined  his  farm. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  November  29,  1888, 
to  Miss  Emma  Corbo,  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Louise  (Otto)  Corbo.  Her  one  sister 
married  a  brother  of  our  subject,     To  August 
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W.  Miller  and  wife  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren, namely ;  Verona,  Lula,  Fred  and  Au- 
gust. The  parents  are  both  active  members 
of  the  Chesterfield  0 range  and  the  Chester- 
field and  Ray  Townships  Farmers'  Club, 
while  Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  No.  9,  of  'Mount  Clemens, 
and  his  wife  belongs  to  Grove  No.  10,  Su- 
preme Forest  Woodmen  Circle  of  Mineral 
City  and  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  They  are 
widely  and  favorably  known  and  their  circle 
of  friends  seems  only  limited  by  their  circle 
of  acquaintances. 


OLIVER  CHAPOTON. 

Oliver  Chapoton,  a  leading  citizen  of  Ma- 
comb county  for  three-quarters  of  a  century, 
traces  his  descent  to  Jean  Baptiste  Chapoton 
of  Cazolle,  France,  who  went  to  Detroit, 
Michigan,  in  1718  as  surgeon  in  the  French 
army  with  the  rank  of  major.  In  1720  he 
married  Mary  Madeleine  Estene  and  his 
death,  in  1760,  was  followed  by  that  of  his 
Avife  in  1763. 

Jean  B.  Chapoton,  his  son,  Avas  born  in 
1721,  Avas  married  in  1755  to  Felicite  Cecyre. 
A  fur  trader  and  interpreter  he  took  part  in 
the  negotiations  with  Chief  Pontiac  during 
the  Pontiac  war.  I  lis  son,  Jean  B.  Chapoton, 
was  born  in  1758  and  died  in  1836.  lie 
Avas  mentioned  by  the  British  commandant 
as  "being  in  active  communication  Avith  the 
Americans  at  Vineennes. "  In  1780  he  mar- 
ried Therese  Pelletier.  1 1  is  son,  Henry  Cha- 
poton, Avas  married  in  1817  to  Madeleine 
Drouiilard,  who  died  in  1826.  lie  took  part 
in  the  war  of  1812  as  a  member  of  Captain 
Audrain's  company  of  scouts  and  was  in  the 
skirmish  of  Long  Woods. 

Oliver  Chapoton  was  born  January  18, 
1826,  and  remained  in  Detroit  until  1830. 
He  remembers  seeing  in  that  year  the  execu- 
tion of  Simmons,  who  Avas  the  last  man 
hanged  in  Michigan.  In  1830  the  family  re- 
in oved  to  Mount  Clemens  and  he  was  appren- 
ticed, July  16,  1841,  to  his  brother-in-law,  C. 
(Jenereux,  who  was  a  cooper,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  two  years.  He  afterward 
worked  at  his  trade  in  the  village  of  Freder- 
ick until  1845,  when  he  entered  the  general 
store  of  J.  &  M.  Stephens,  remaining  there  for 
four  years.  He  then  became  a  partner  in  the 
firm  II.  W.  Babcock  &  Company  and  after  two 
years  Moore  Stephens  became  associated  with 
him  in  business  under  the  firm  style  of  Steph- 


ens &  Chapoton.  They  conducted  a  general 
store  until  1860.  In  that  year,  with  Louis 
Charbonneau,  Sr.,  he  built  the  scow  Union 
which  they  used  in  the  cord  wood  trade  for 
some  years.  After  selling  the  Union  he  built 
the  Frances,  also  a  scow,  and  later  the  steam 
barge  Florence,  which  was  used  in  this  trade 
for  many  years.  In  the  winter  of  1879-80 
with  Captain  Gilbert  La  Croix  he  built  the 
first  "City  of  Mount  Clemens,"  which  they 
ran  in  the  lumber  and  coal  trade  between 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Erie  ports  until  she  Avas 
sold  in  1883.  The  next  winter  they  built  the 
second  "City  of  Mount  Clemens,1'  which  they 
ran  until  Mr.  Chapoton  disposed  of  his  inter- 
est to  Captain  La  Croix. 

in  1868  Mr.  Chapoton  was  elected  county 
treasurer,  holding  the  office  until  1878,  and 
afterward  served  as  deputy  until  1890.  Since 
then  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  the  interests 
of  the  Mount  Clemens  Savings  Bank,  having 
been  its  president  since  its  organization,  June 
1,  1877,  in  whose  affairs  and  conduct  he 
takes  a  most  active  interest.  In  1860  he  was 
elected  recorder  of  the  village  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, which  position  he  held  until  1862.  He 
was  treasurer  in  1864  and  president  from 
1865  until  1869.  He  was  also  a  trustee  on 
the  school  hoard  from  1867  until  1875  and 
acted  as  assessor  from  1870  until  1875.  He 
was  likewise  a  member  of  the  committee  in 
charge  of  the  erection  of  St.  Peter's  Catholic 
church. 

In  1852  Mr.  Chapoton  was  married  to  Miss 
Vienna  Weston,  a  daughter  of  Leonard  and 
Almira  Weston,  Avho  died  three  years  later. 
In  May  1857,  he  married  Katherine  Kearney, 
whose  parents,  Daniel  and  Katherine  (Dono- 
van) Kearney,  were  married  at  Bandon,  Ire- 
land, in  1825,  and  on  coming  to  this  country 
settled  at  Black  Rock,  in  New  York.  The 
family  came  to  Michigan  in  1840,  locating  in 
that  part  of  Warren  known  as  the  Red  Run 
country.  Mrs.  Chapoton  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neer teachers  of  Macomb  county,  beginning 
her  work  in  that  profession  in  1851.  Two  of 
the  children  of  this  family  are  living,  both 
residing  at  home — Florence  and  Henry  Oli- 
ver. The  latter  was  graduated  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  in  1894  and  has  since 
been  in  the  Mount  Clemens  Savings  Bank. 
Mr.  Chapoton  has  long  figured  as  one  of  the 
influential  and  leading  citizens  of  Macomb 
county.  He  is  a  methodical  man,  exact,  care- 
ful and  painstaking,  and  his  business  career 
has  been  characterized  by  consecutive  and 
commendable  progress.  He  can  relate  dates 
of    transactions    that    occurred     many    years 


230 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


ago  with  a  wonderful  degree  of  accuracy  and 
his  knowledge  of  the  county  and  its  history 
if  given  in  detail  would  prove  a  most  inter- 
esting  story. 


HON.    WILLIAM   F.   NANK. 

Hon.  William  F.  Nank,  who  is  now  repre- 
senting his  district  in  the  state  legislature 
and  who  figures  prominently  in  the  business 
circles  of  Mount  Clemens,  being  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  leading  livery  barns  at 
this  place,  was  born  in  Sehoenhausen,  Ger- 
many, July  21,  1867,  his  parents  being  John 
and  Augusta  (Haeker)  Nank,  who  were  also 
natives  of  the  same  village,  where  their  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  in  1866.  In  November, 
1873,  they  came  with  their  family  to  Michi- 
gan, locating  at  Eraser,  Macomb  county. 
The  father,  who  was  employed  in  a  stave  mill 
owned  bv  Steffens  &  Knorr,  was  born  March 
6,  1825, 'and  died  in  1894,  but  his  widow  is 
still  living.  In  their  family  wTere  five  chil- 
dren, namely  :  William  E. ;  Minnie,  the  wife 
of  August  *  Miller,  a  resident  of  Detroit, 
Michigan;  Annie,  the  wife  of  Albert  Koth. 
who  is  engaged  in  a  sawmill  and  threshing 
business  at  Utica,  Michigan;  Henry  F.,  who 
is  proprietor  of  a  dray  line  at  Utica;  anc 
Charles,  who  is  a  coachman  at  Detroit. 

William  F.  Nank  received  but  limited  edu- 
cational privileges  for  his  assistance  was 
needed  in  the  clearing  and  improving  of  a 
forty-acre  tract  of  timber  land  on  section 
34,  'Sterling  township,  near  Fraser,  which 
his  father  was  converting  into  a  farm.  Later 
he  assisted  in  the  improvement  of  another 
tract  on  section  33,  Sterling  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  and  upon  that  place  he  re- 
mained until  the  fall  of  1899,  when  he  sold 
this  farm  and  located  on  section  9,  in  the 
same  township. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  1880,  William  F. 
Nank  left  home  and  was  variously  employed 
until  March,  1890,  when  he  returned  to  the 
old  homestead  and  the  following  year  he 
purchased  the  farm,  continuing  its  cultiva- 
tion and  further  improvement  until  1894.  It 
was  in  that  year  that  he  was  elected  sheriff 
of  Macomb  county  and  in  order  to  perform 
the  duties  of  his  office  he  removed  to  Mount 
Clemens.  He  was  re-elected  for  a  second 
term  on  the  republican  ticket  with  an  in- 
creased majority  and  he  made  a  most 
efficient  officer,  receiving  the  highest  com- 
mendation of  all  law-abiding  citizens,  while 
he  aroused  the  fear  and  dread  of  those  who 


do  not  hold  themselves  amenable  to  law. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  second  term  he  re- 
tired from  the  office  as  he  had  entered  it — 
with  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all 
concerned — and  then  returned  to  his  farm, 
but  after  two  months  he  sold  his  property 
and  again  came  to  Mount  Clemens.  Here  he 
purchased  Robert  Posners  interest  in  the 
Palace  Livery,  conducting  the  same  in  part- 
nership with  Julius  Pingel,  the  firm  name 
being  Nank  &  Pingel,  and  on  the  20th  of 
April,  1893,  they  admitted  Frank  Reichrath 
to  a  partnership.  Theirs  is  the  largest  and 
best  livery  in  Mount  Clemens  and  they  are 
conducting  a  very  successful  business.  He 
was  also  president  of  the  Brick  &  Tile  Com- 
pany of  Mount  Clemens  for  two  years  and  he 
is  the  owner  of  a  business  block  and  other 
property  here. 

Mr.  Nank  in  the  office  of  sheriff  did  not 
complete  his  office  holding,  for  he  has  been 
called  to  other  positions  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. He  served  as  clerk  of  Sterling  town- 
ship in  1893-4  and  in  1894  he  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  republican  county  central 
committee,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  four 
years.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  board 
of  public  works,  having  been  appointed  by 
ex-Mayor  R,  C,  Ullrich.  In  1904  he  was 
elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the  state 
legislature,  proving  a  popular  candidate,  and 
receiving  a  strong  support,  being  elected  by 
a  majority  of  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 
Although  a  new  member  of  the  house  he  has 
already  been  placed  on  the  ways  and  means 
committee,  committee  on  revision  of  statutes 
and  the  labor  committee,  and  has  been  in- 
strumental in  introducing  and  securing  the 
passage  of  several  important  bills.  He  is 
largely  engaged  in  the  work  of  constructive 
legislation  rather  than  attempting  to  swa> 
the  house  by  brilliant  flights  of  oratory  and 
his  efforts  have  been  far-reaching  and  bene- 
ficial. In  April,  1905,  he  strongly  opposed 
the  bill  introduced  into  the  house,  prohibit- 
ing the  sale  of  liquor  in  any  store  or  shop 
where  groceries  or  dry  goods  are  sold,  know- 
ing this  would  be  detrimental  to  many  small 
dealers  in  Macomb  county. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  1891,  Mr.  Nank 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie 
Oehmke,  a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Marie 
Oehmke,  of  Warren  township.  Their  chil- 
dren are :  Roland  E.,  Hilda  B.  and  Theodore 
A.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church  of  Mount  Clemens.  Mr. 
Nank  is  a  man  of  strong  physique  with  good 
intellectual  powers  and  is  a  natural  leader  of 
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men.  In  his  adopted  county  he  has  done  much 
to  mold  public  thought  and  opinion  and  his 
business  and  political  career  are  likewise 
creditable. 


PAYNE  K.  LEECH. 

Payne  K.  Leech  was  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  settlers  of  Macomb  county,  and  he 
lived  to  the  very  venerable  aue  of  ninety-two 
years.  He  was  born  January  31,  1809,  in 
Bloomfield,  Ontario  county,  New  York,  a  son 
of  Payne  K.  and  Joanna  (Clarke)  Leech.  He 
came  to  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  in  1829, 
being'  at  that  time  a  young  man  of  twenty 
years,  and  with  his  brother  he  purchased  a 
grist  and  sawmill,  both  of  which  were  in  di- 
lapidated condition.  They  put  them  in  good 
running  order,  and  in  the  spring  of  1832 
Payne  K.  Leech  purchased  his  brother's  in- 
terest and  continued  the  operation  of  the 
mills  until  1836.  He  then  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  partially  improved 
land,  upon  which  he  resided  throughout  his 
remaining  days,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  owned  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
rich  and  arable  land  which  returned  him 
excellent  crops. 

Mr.    Leech    was    married,   April     25,   1832, 
to  Miss  Melinda  Fuller,  a  daughter  of  Albert 
Fuller,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Macomb  county.    Her  birth  occurred  April  30, 
1811,  in  New  York.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leech  be- 
came the  parents   of  ten   children,   of   whom 
four  are  now  living:     Curdon  C,  born  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1845,  was  married,  but  lost  his  wife. 
lie   lives   in   Port    Huron,    where   he   is   man- 
ager for  a  cold  storage  house  for  the  Mich- 
igan   Grocers    Company.     Frances    J.,   born 
December  J,  1847,  is  the  wife  of  F.  D.  Alex- 
ander, a  merchant  of  Xenia,  Ohio,  and  they 
have  three  sons.     Albert  F.,  born  September 
19,  1851,  attended  the  district  schools  and  the 
Utica.  high  school  and  worked  on  the  home 
farm  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  twen- 
ty-one years.    He  then  attended  a  commercial 
college    in    Detroit    and    was    afterward    em- 
ployed for  two  years  in  a  drug  store  in  Vir- 
ginia  City,   Montana.     He  later  returned  to 
Michigan  and  in  1889  began  working  for  the 
Detroit  Linseed  Oil  Company.     He  afterward 
went  to   St.   Paul,    Minnesota,   where   he   re- 
mained for  twelve  years  and  for  seven  years 
he  was  superintendent  of  a  linseed  oil  mill, 
while  the  remainder  of  his  time  was  given  to 
grain  buying  and  bookkeeping.     In  1892  he 


returned  to  Macomb  county,  where  for  four 
years  he  acceptably  and  capably  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  in  1900  he  was  census 
enumerator.    He  is  now  a  registered  pharma- 
cist, having  in  April,  1893,  successfully  passed 
the  examination  that  gave  him  his  certificate. 
His  political  views  are  in  accord  with  republi- 
can  principles  where  national   questions   are 
involved  and  in  addition  to  the  offices  men- 
tioned he  has  served  as  village  clerk  for  three 
terms,  and  notary  public.    He  is  a  member  of 
Utica  lodge  Xo.   75,  A.   F.  &  A.  M.,  having 
been  made  a  Mason  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
and  for  several  years  he  served  as  worshipful 
master.     He  was  married,  January  19,  1876, 
to   Miss   Caroline   V.    Lewis,   a    daughter    of 
Daniel  and  Esther   (Galpin)   Lewis,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  New  Yoriv  and  the  latter  of 
Michigan.     The  parents  are  now  deceased,  the 
mother  having  died  in   1887  and  her  father 
about  1900.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  F.  Leech 
are  the   parents   of   four   children;     William 
Payne,  who  was  born  October  11,  1878,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  and  Utica,  Michigan,  has  been  em- 
ployed in  a  store  for  six  years;  Louisa,  born 
February  21,  1881,  is  a  graduate  of  the  high 
school  of  Utica,  taught  school  for  three  years, 
afterward  pursued  a,  course  in  a  business  col- 
lege in  Detroit  and  for  more  than  two  years 
has  been  employed  as  a  stenographer  in  that 
city;  .Mabel   E.,  born  in  Farmington,  Minne- 
sota, May  3,  1889,  is  now  attending  the  Utica 
high   school;     Marjorie,    born    in    Randolph, 
Minnesota,  July  19,  1890,  is  also  a  high  school 
student    in    Utica.      Martha    T.     Leech,   the 
youngest  member  of  the  family  of  Mr.   and 
Mrs.  Payne  K.  Leech,  was  born  November  3, 
1853,  and  is  the  wife  of  Charles  R.  Higgins 
of  New  York  city. 

In  1860  Payne  K.  Leech  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  May 
10th  of  that  year,  and  he  was  again  married 
December  29,  1869,  his  second  union  being 
with  Sarah  Gillette,  who  was  born  December 
9,  1829,  in  Lynne,  Connecticut,  and  was  a 
teacher  in  her  native  state  and  Michigan  for 
several  years. 

Mr.  Leech  was  very  closely  identified  with 
events  that  form  the  pioneer  history  of  Ma- 
comb county.  He  laid  the  first  track  for  the 
Detroit  &  Utica  Railroad  at  Utica  about  1835. 
In  early  life  he  gave  his  support  to  the  whig 
party  and  on  the  organization  of  the  repub- 
lican party  became  one  of  its  advocates.  He 
held  the  office  of  supervisor  for  four  terms, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  state  legislature  in 
1845-6  when  the  capitol  was  at  Detroit.     Mr. 
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Leech  owned  the  first  top  buggy  in  this  lo- 
cality, bringing  it  from  New  York  in  1850, 
and  it  is  still  in  use.  During  his  active  life 
he  was  engaged  in  various  mercantile  pursuits, 
and  he  was  also  a  noted  breeder  of  live  stock, 
making  a  specialty  of  Devonshire  cattle  and 
fine  merino  sheep,  lie  was  always  deeply  in- 
terested in  everything  pertaining  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  agriculturist,  He  brought  his  first 
cattle  here  from  Black  Rock,  New  York,  hav- 
ing purchased  them  of  Lewis  F.  Allen  and 
Walter  Cook  of  Batavia,  and  B.  F.  Peck  of 
East  Bethany,  New  York.  For  many  years 
he  continued  to  raise  and  feed  cattle,  which 
he  would  drive  to  the  Buffalo  market.  He 
was  also  interested  in  fine  horses  and  it  was 
from  his  flock  of  Merino  sheep  that  the  com- 
mittee selected  fleeces  which  were  sent  to 
Washington  to  prove  to  congress  that  Mich- 
igan could  produce  as  fine  wool  as  Australia, 
and  this  was  the  means  of  causing  the  low 
tariff  bill  on  wool  to  be  lost,  Mr.  Leech  was 
a  member  of  the  committee  who  located  the 
State  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  Mich- 
igan, in  1849,  and  his  efforts  along  agricultu- 
ral lines  proved  not  only  of  benefit  to  himself, 
but  also  promoted  the  prosperity  of  the  entire 
community.  He  was  a  man  of  high  principles, 
honesty  and  fair  dealing  being  numbered 
among  his  salient  characteristics.  He  was  also 
a  true  type  of  the  pioneer,  self-reliant,  honest, 
just  in  all  his  dealings,  liberal  and  hospitable 
to  an  unusual  degree.  He  died  in  March, 
1901,  when  more  than  ninety-two  years  of 
age,  and  is  yet  survived  by  his  widow.  His 
name  is  on  the  roll  of  Macomb  county's  hon- 
ored dead  and  he  is  also  numbered  among 
those  who  laid  broad  and  deep  the  founda- 
tion for  the  development  and  progress  of  the 
great  state  of  Michigan. 


JOHN  D.  MILLER. 

John  D.  Miller,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  an  honored  citizen  of  Macomb  county. 
lie  was  born  in  Rossa,  Germany,  in  1826,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land, 
learning  the  carpenter's  trade  during  his 
youth.  For  four  years  he  served  in  the  Prus- 
sian army,  during  which  time  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  first  corporal,  and  no 
sooner  had  he  returned  home  on  receiving  his 
discharge  than  he  was  drafted  for  service  in 
the  war  between  Prussia  and  Denmark,  where 
he  encountered  many  hardships  and  engaged 
in  some  severe  fighting.     During  that  service 


he  received  two  medals  of  honor  for  bravery 
on  the  battlefield,  one  of  which  was  while 
the  two  armies  were  drawn  up  on  each  side 
of  a  river,  when  in  order  to  make  a  flank 
movement  on  the  enemy  a  division  was  de- 
tailed to  face  the  fire  of  the  enemy  and  make 
preparation  as  though  to  cross  the  river,  thus 
diverting  the  enemy's  attention  from  a  second 
division  which  had  gone  farther  clown  the 
river  and  built  a  pontoon  bridge,  thus  getting 
across  and  attacking  the  enemy  in  the  rear.^ 

Contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  brother  offi- 
cers, Mr.  Miller  retired  from  the  army  at  the 
close  of  the  war  and  came  to  America,  thus 
forfeiting  promotion  in  the  army  and  a  life 
pension  to  which  he  was  entitled  if  he  had  re- 
mained in  his  native  land.  It  was  in  1854  that 
he  became  a  resident  of  Macomb  county,  Mich- 
igan, and  for  about  six  months  he  lived  in 
Mount  Clemens,  while  in  search  of  a  farm 
which  he  wished  to  buy.  He  finally  purchased 
forty  acres  of  timber  land  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, adjoining  his  uncle's  place,  and  lived 
with  that  gentleman  for  three  years  while 
clearing  his  own  land. 

In  1857  Mr.  Miller  married  Miss  Frederika 
Frederick,  a  daughter  of  Carl  Frederick  and 
a  native  of  Germany.  After  his  marriage  he 
located  upon  his  own  farm,  but  after  residing 
there  for  eleven  years  he  sold  the  place  to  his 
uncle  and  bought  one  hundred  acres  from 
Jerome  Foote,  in  Macomb  township,  where  lie 
made  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest  on 
the  14th  of  February,  1895.  He  added  to 
the  original  farm  a  tract  of  forty  acres  ad- 
joining it  purchased  of  Christ  Cading;  later 
bought  forty  acres  of  the  Frank  Manford 
farm  in  Shelby  township,  and  then  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty' acres  in  Chesterfield  township, 
seventy  of  which  is  now  the  homestead  of 
his  son  John  C,  while  eighty  acres  belongs  to 
his  son  August  W.  The  original  homestead 
in  Macomb  township  is  now  the  home  of  his 
son  Jewell  and  the  forty  acres  adjoining  this 
place  is  owned  by  his  son  Carl.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  Mr.  Miller  left  his  family  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  While  helping  Charles 
Darr  of  Utica  to  survey  his  land  for  staking 
out  his  line  of  fences,  he  had  to  jump  from 
log  to  log  on  account  of  the  water,  and  thought 
at  that  time  he  had  made  a  very  poor  bargain, 
but  as  time  passed  he  converted  the  tract  into 
a  very  desirable  farm.  In  connection  with 
agricultural  pursuits,  he  followed  his  trade  of 
carpentering  and  assisted  in  building  the 
Grand  Trunk  railroad  bridge  over  the  Clinton 
river.  He  also  helped  to  get  out  all  the  timber 
used   in   the    construction    of   this   bridge    at 
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Johnson  Wells'  sawmill,  on  the  north  branch 
of  the  river,  and  helped  to  construct  the  large 
pile  driver  used  to  drive  the  piling  on  which 
the  bridge  rests. 

Mr.  Miller  made  a  trip  to  Germany  in  the 
fall  of  1889  to  visit  his  old  home,  spending 
three  months  with  his  brothers  and  sisters. 
He  was  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party 
at  national  elections,  but  was  always  ready 
to  vote  for  the  best  man  on  the  local  ticket 
when  no  issue  was  involved.  He  took  a  very 
active  and  prominent  part  in  church  work  and 
assisted  in  building  the  first  German  church 
on  the  old  Romeo  plank  road,  which  was  built 
of  brick  made  at  the  Gladys  brickyard,  one 
of  the  first  in  the  county.  In  early  days  he 
attended  church  services  in  a  log  barn,  with 
its  log  seats,  on  the  Schultz  farm,  and  later 
meetings  were  held  in  Mr.  Kent's  cooper  shop, 
which  is  still  standing  on  the  Kent  farm  in 
Macomb  township.  Upright  and  honorable  in 
all  the  relations  of  life,  Mr.  Miller  com- 
manded the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  to-day  his  sons 
are  among  the  prosperous  and  respected  farm- 
ers of  this  county. 


EDAVARD  PAYA. 


Edward  Paya,  who  is  now  living  retired  in 
Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in  Detroit,  Mich- 
igan, November  24,  1847,  his  parents  being 
John  and  Jane  (Moore)  Paya,  the  former  a 
native  of  Quebec,  Ontario,  and  the  latter  of 
Harrison  township,  Macomb  county,  Michi- 
gan. The  father  settled  at  Detroit  at  an  early 
day  and  in  1844  came  to  .Mount  Clemens. 
He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  he  fol- 
lowed that  pursuit  here.  After  his  marriage 
he  again  spent  a  year  in  Detroit,  and  in  1848 
he  returned  to  this  city.  He  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  John  and  George  Van  Eps  and  at  the 
same  time  made  all  the  women's  shoes  sold 
in  Macomb  county.  Ten  years  prior  to  his 
demise  he  again  took  up  his  abode  in  Detroit, 
where  he  died  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  His  widow  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years  and  makes  her 
home  in  Mount  Clemens.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  Edward;  Ma- 
tilda, the  wife  of  William  Tucker  of  this  city; 
Joseph,  a  steamboat  engineer  of  Buffalo,  New 
York;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  Moses  Martel;  Jo- 
sephine, the  wife  of  John  Van  Deinter  of  Mi- 
lan, Missouri;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Daich 
of  Detroit,  Michigan;  Emma,  the  wife  of 
Albert  Pel  key  of  Detroit;  Charles,  a  railroad 


engineer  of  Chicago;  and  Jennie,  the  wife  of 
John  Meyer  of  Detroit.  One  sister,  Amelia, 
became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Cotton  and  is  now 
deceased ;  and  one  died  in  infancy. 

Edward  Paya  received  but  limited  educa- 
tional privileges.  In  early  life  he  learned  the 
butcher's  trade  and  afterward  worked  for  va- 
rious butchers  of  Mount  Clemens,  being  en- 
gaged in  this  line  of  business  until  1891,  with 
the  exception  of  the  period  of  the  Civil  war. 
In  the  year  mentioned  he  embarked  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  and  conducted  a 
meat  market  on  Front  street  until  1902,  at 
which  time  he  sold  out,  having  in  the  mean- 
time acquired  a  comfortable  competence.  He 
is  now  engaged  in  stock  buying  to  some  ex- 
tent, but  is  largely  retired. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Paya  en- 
listed, May  27,  1865,  in  Company  G,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  Michigan  Infan- 
try. He  served  as  orderly  at  General  Van 
Cleave -s  headquarters  and  was  discharged 
September  6,  1865,  at  Murfreesboro,  Tennes- 
see. He  has  filled  several  public  offices,  having 
for  two  term  been  city  treasurer  of  Mount 
Clemens,  to  which  position  he  was  elected  in 
the  spring  of  1902  and  wTas  re-elected  in  1903. 
He  was  candidate  on  the  democratic  ticket 
and  at  the  second  election  was  endorsed  by 
the  republicans,  for  so  capably  had  he  filled 
the  office  that  his  service  through  a  second 
term  was  desired  by  all  citizens.  He  is  a 
member  of  St.  Peter's  Catholic  church,  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Catholic  Mutual 
Benevolent  Association.  He  is  also  connected 
with  several  social  organizations  of  Mount 
Clemens,  including  the  "Old  Crowd,"  Hay- 
seeds and  the  Twentieth  Century  Club. 

Mr.  Paya  was  married,  January  31,  1871, 
to  Miss  Jane  McCaffery,  a  daughter  of  Den- 
nis and  Ellen  (Sweeny)  McCaffery,  who  were 
natives  of  Ireland  and  for  many  years  were 
residents  of  Quebec.  Her  father  '  afterward 
became  a  business  man  of  Mount  Clemens  and 
also  served  as  county  treasurer  of  Macomb 
county  for  eight  years.  He  died  in  1885,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  while  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paya  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children:  Nellie,  the  wife  of  Captain 
Bert  Du  Lac ;  Maud,  of  Mount  Clemens ;  John, 
who  died  December  16,  1900,  at  the  age  of 
twenty- four;  Annie,  the  wife  of  Frank  Bab- 
cock,  of  Mount  Clemens ;  Edward,  deceased ; 
Edward,  who  was  named  after  the  death  of 
his  older  brother,  and  who  has  also  passed 
away;  Minnie,  at  home;  Tillie,  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri;  and  Albert,  at  home. 
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Mr.  Pay  a  may  well  be  called  a  self-made 
man  and  as  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes 
he  has  builded  wisely  and  well.  He  had  no 
capital  when  he  started  out,  but  he  possessed 
what  is  still  better — energy,  diligence  and 
strong  determination— and  these  qualities 
have  given  him  not  only  a  good  living,  but 
have  also  enabled  him  to  secure  a  comfortable 
competence  for  the  evening  of  life. 


GEORGE  W,  PHILLIPS. 

George  W.  Phillips  is  one  of  the  influential 
and  leading  citizens  of  Macomb  county,  who 
is  engaged  in  real  estate  operations  in  Romeo 
'  and  who  for  sixteen  years  has  capably 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  here.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Armada  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  in  1861.  His  father,  the  Hon. 
George  W.  Phillips,  was  born  in  Lima,  New 
York,  July  17,  1829.  His  grandfather,  Ira 
Phillips,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state  and  was  of  English  lineage,  the  family 
having  been  established  in  New  York  at  an 
early  period  in  its  development.  George 
W.  Phillips  was  only  two  years  of  age  when 
brought  to  Michigan  by  his  parents.  The 
party  was  accompanied  by  Ira  Phillips,  and 
a  settlement  was  made  in  Macomb  county. 
The  father  entered  land,  taking  up  a  claim 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  from  which 
he  cut  away  the  trees  and  cleared  the  brush 
until,  the  soil  was  prepared  for  the  plow. 
He  then  carried  on  the  work  of  planting  and 
harvesting  until  the  farm  was  developed  into 
a  rich  and  productive  territory.  It  is  still 
in  possession  of  the  family  and  the  old  deed 
was  signed  by  Andrew  Jackson. 

Hon  G.  W.  Phillips  was  reared  upon  the 
home  farm  and  was  married  in  1856  to  .Miss 
Lydia  Sterling,  a  native  of  Macomb  county 
and  a  daughter  of  A.  W.  Sterling,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  this  portion  of  the  state  and 
a  man  whose  activity  in  public  and  business 
affairs  ranked  him  with  the  valued  citizens 
here.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in 
"Washington  township  for  more  than  forty 
years.  Mr.  Phillips  also  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  farming.  He  likewise  figured  prom- 
inently in  political  circles  and  was  active  in 
many  lines  of  life  that  proved  of  benefit  to 
his  community.  He  w^as  for  two  terms  presi- 
dent and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Armada  Agricultural  Society,  and  long 
served  as  one  of  its  directors.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Macomb  County 
Agricultural  Society  and  for  several  terms 


was  its  chief  executive  officer.  For  twelve 
years  he  was  president  of  the  Union  Farmers 
Club  of  Romeo  and  for  ten  years  president 
of  the  Macomb  County  Sheep  Breeders  and 
Wool  Growers  Association.  For  two  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Romeo  Driving  Park  Association  and 
was  likewise  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture  for  two  terms  of  six  years  each, 
having  been  appointed  in  1871  by  Governor 
Baldwin  and  in  1877  by  Governor  Crowell. 
For  forty  years  he  was  connected  with  the 
executive  board  of  the  State  Agricultural 
Society  and  in  1880  and  again  in  1881  he 
was  elected  its  president.  He  helped  to  or- 
ganize the  Macomb  County  Farmers  Insti- 
tute and  held  several  institutes.  Thus  along 
many  lines  his  activity  was  exercised  and 
proved  of  the  utmost  value  to  his  fellow 
townsmen  in  advancing  agricultural  inter- 
ests. He  was  often  called  upon  to  preside 
at  meetings,  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of 
men  and  his  large  experience  combined  with 
a  quick  intellect  enabled  him  to  conduct  all 
conventions  in  a  most  interesting  manner. 
He  lived  upon  the  old  home  farm  until  his 
death,  and  there  reared  his  family  of  four 
sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom 
reached  mature  years.    He  died  May  3,  1902. 

George  W.  Phillips  of  this  review  was 
reared  upon  the  home  farm  and  continued 
his  education  after  leaving  the  district 
schools  in  the  high  school  of  Romeo,  while 
later  he  spent  one  year  in  Oberlin  College, 
at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  In  1881  he  went  upon  a 
government  survey,  having  studied  survey- 
ing early  in  life,  lie  proceeded  to  Dakota, 
where  he  held  survey  contracts  under  Gen- 
eral Cortez  Fessenden,  and  was  thus  en- 
gaged for  four  years.  On  the  expiration  of 
that  period  he  returned  to  Romeo,  Macomb 
county,  where  he  has  engaged  in  real  estate 
and  insurance  business.  He  was  elected  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  by  re-election  has  con- 
tinued in  the  office  until  his  incumbency 
now  covers  more  than  sixteen  consecutive 
years.  During  this  period  he  has  studied 
law  and  is  well  informed  concerning  legal 
principles.  His  decisions  in  litigated  cases 
are  fair  and  impartial  and  his  official  career 
has  won  him  high  commendation.  lie  has 
likewise  married  many  couples  and  in  addi- 
tion to  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office 
he  is  conducting  quite  an  extensive  real 
estate  business,  dealing  largely  in  property 
in  Romeo,  and  Macomb  county. 

Mr.  Phillips  wras  married  in  Romeo,  Au- 
gust 24,  1892,  to  Miss  Linda  Bedell,  a  na- 
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tive  of  New  York  and  a  daughter  of  Levant 
Bedell,  a  jeweler  and  well-known  business 
man  of  Romeo.  She  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated here,  and  by  their  marriage  they  have 
two  children,  Marjorie  L.  and  Annie.  Mr. 
Phillips  lias  never  faltered  in  his  allegiance 
to  republican  principles  and  in  1893  he 
served  as  president  of  the  village  board  and 
has  also  been  township  committeeman.  His 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Masonic  lodge  and  chapter,  in  which  he 
has  filled  most  of  the  offices.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Maccabees,  in  which  he  has 
filled  all  of  the  chairs.  He  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  Romeo,  well  known 
throughout  the  county  and  is  a  worthy  suc- 
cessor of  his  father,  whose  value  to  his 
county  in  pioneer  days  was  well  proved. 
Mr.  Phillips  has  been  loyal  in  the  support 
of  every  progressive  measure,  has  been  found 
reliable  in  his  business  transactions  and 
possesses  the  personal  traits  of  character 
which  insure  him  friendship  and  good  will. 


FRANK  A.  CAMPAU. 

Frank  A.  Campau  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
St.  Clair  Hotel  at  Lakeside,  a  summer  resort 
that  has  become  popular  because  of  the  ca- 
pable management  of  the  owner,  who  puts 
forth  every  effort  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  comfort  of  his  guests,  and  has  therefore 
secured  a  liberal  patronage.  He  is  among  the 
number  of  citizens  whose  life  record  indi- 
cates the  attractiveness  of  Macomb  county  as 
a  place  of  residence.  A  large  number  of  her 
native  sons  have  maintained  their  abode 
through  life  in  this  county — a  fact  which  in- 
dicates the  many  natural  advantages  given  to 
her  people  as  well  as  those  which  have  been 
provided  by  man.  Mr.  Campau  was  born  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  October  13, 
1865,  and  his  father,  Francis  Campau,  was 
also  a  native  of  Michigan,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Detroit,  As  the  name  indicates, 
the  family  comes  of  French  ancestry,  the 
grandfather,  John  Campau,  having  been  a  na- 
tive of  France  and  one  of  the  pioneer  residents 
of  Detroit,  In  1832  he  removed  to  the  farm 
in  Macomb  on  which  Frank  A.  Campau  was 
born.  The  land  at  the  time  of  its  purchase 
was  still  in  its  primitive  condition,  but  he 
soon  turned  the  first  furrows  and  in  course 
of  time  opened  up  a  good  farm.  Francis 
Campau  was  reared  upon  this  place  and  after- 
arriving  at  years  of  maturity  he  was  married 


to   Miss   Lauria   Mayliew,   who   was  born   in 
Montreal,  Canada,  and  is  likewise  of  French 
lineage.    When  a  young  man  of  twenty  years 
Francis  Campau  went  upon  the  lakes,  and  for 
eight  years  was  captain  of  a  sailing  vessel. 
He  then  settled  upon  the  old  homestead  farm, 
where  he  reared  his  family,  carrying  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits   throughout  his    remaining 
days.    His  death  occurred  December  14,  1899, 
and  he  is  still  survived  by  his  wife,  who  re- 
sides with  their  son,  Frank  Campau.     There 
were   nine   children   in  the   family,   two  boys 
and  seven  girls,  namely :    Mary,  Emma,  Ada, 
Julia,   Delia,   Lena,    Hettie,   Frank   and    our 
subject,     Frank  A.   Campau  spent  the   days 
of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  lads  of  the  period,  mastering 
the  branches  of  English  learning  in  the  dis- 
trict  schools,    while    in   the    summer   months 
he  worked   in   the  fields.     For  a   number  of 
years  he  engaged  in  farming  and  in  1896  he 
built  a  hotel  upon  his  farm  at  Lakeside,  which 
he  called  the  St.  Clair  House.     He  also  put 
in  a  neat  bar  and  fitted  up  this  place  for  a 
summer  resort,  after  which  lie  opened  it  to  the 
public  and  has  since  been   doing-  a  thriving 
business,     lie  is  one  of  the  public-spirited  cit- 
izens of  Macomb  county  and  takes  quite  an 
active  interest  in  local  politics  as  a  supporter 
of  republican  principles.    He  served  as  town- 
ship clerk  for  one  year  and  has  been  chairman 
of  the  republican  township  central  committee 
for  three  or  four  years  and  has  been  sent  as  a 
delegate    to    numerous    county,  congressional 
and   state    conventions.      He   was     appointed 
postmaster  at  Lakeside  and  filled  that  position 
until  the  office1  was  discontinued.     He  holds 
membership     in     Mount     Clemens     Catholic 
church.     1 1  is   entire  life  has  been  passed   in 
Harrison  township,  Macomb  county,  and  he  is 
well  known   in  Mount  Clemens,  Detroit  and 
this  section  of  the  state.     He  is  a  successful 
business    man,    having    the    confidence    and 
esteem  of  the  community,  and  his  well  direct- 
ed efforts  are  bringing  the  result  that  is  de- 
sired by  all  men  who  enter  business  life. 


JOSEPH  RICKERT. 

Joseph  Rickert,  manager  of  the  Park  Hotel 
at  Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  June  29,  1850,  and  his  parents,  Fred- 
erick and  Emma  (Kiefer)  Rickert,  were  na- 
tives of  Germany.  They  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1850  and  the  father  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  His 
wife  died  in  1852,  and  he,  long  surviving  her, 
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passed  away  in  Buffalo  in  1890,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  Their  eldest  son,  Fred- 
erick, is  also  deceased. 

Joseph  Rickert  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city  for  the  educational 
privileges  he  enjoyed.  In  1870  he  became  a 
clerk  for  the  Buffalo  Courier  Show  Painting 
Company,  the  largest  establishment  of  the 
kind  in  the  United  States,  and  was  thus  con- 
nected with  that  business  for  twenty-five 
years,  his  adaptability  and  enterprise,  how- 
ever, winning  recognition  in  promotions  from 
one  position  to  another.  Becoming  affected 
with  rheumatism,  he  resolved  to  test  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  Mount  Clemens  baths  and,  coming 
to  this  city,  eventually  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  here,  succeeding  Benjamin  R.  McAr- 
thur,  at  his  death,  as  manager  of  the  Park 
Hotel.  This  is  one  of  the  two  largest  hotels  in 
Mount  Clemens  and  has  always  maintained  a 
place  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  leading  hotels 
of  this  part  of  the  country.  Perhaps  no  one 
business  enterprise  or  industry  indicates  more 
clearly  the  commercial  and  social  status  of 
a  town  than  its  hotels.  The  wide-awake,  enter- 
prising villages  and  cities  must  have  pleas- 
ant accommodations  for  visitors  and  traveling 
men,  and  the  foreign  public  judges  of  a  com- 
munity by  the  entertainment  afforded  to  the 
strangers.  In  this  regard  the  Park  Hotel,  of 
which  Mr.  Rickert  is  manager,  is  an  index  of 
the  character  and  advantages  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, for  the  hostelry  will  rank  favorably  with 
those  of  many  a  larger  place,  and  its  genial 
manager  neglects  nothing  that  can  add  to 
the  comfort  of  its  guests. 

In  1875  Mr.  Rickert  was  married  to  Miss 
Louisa  Smith  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  their 
children  are  Louis  F.,  William  J.  and  Mabel 
L.  Mr.  Rickert  belongs  to  the  lodge,  chapter 
and  council  in  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is 
a  progressive  man,  ranking  with  the  repre- 
sentative residents  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
though  his  duties  confine  him  closely  to  the 
hotel  he  is  always  interested  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  community 
and  his  influence  may  always  be  counted  upon 
to  further  progressive  public  measures. 


MRS.   KATE    S.    STEWART. 

Mrs.  Kate  S.  Stewart  is  now  successfully 
carrying  on  the  Sherman  House,  which  is  one 
of  the  important  hotels  of  Mount  Clemens. 
It  was  erected  in  the  summer  of  1865  by 
Henry  Conner  and  opened  to  the  public  in 
August,  1866.    A  three-story  brick  structure, 


it  is  one  hundred  by  fifty-four  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, contains  forty-three  rooms,  together 
wTith  parlors,  etc.,  and  is  conducted  strictly 
as  a  first  class  house,  not  only  for  the  accom- 
modation of  commercial  trade,  but  also  for 
the  occasional  sojourner  who  visits  Mount 
Clemens  for  the  baths.  This  hotel  is  known 
to  the  traveling  public  as  being  the  "old  re- 
liable" between  Detroit  and  Port  Huron,  as 
is  demonstrated  by  the  large  patronage  it  re- 
ceives. 

Mrs.  Stewart  later  succeeded  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  Sherman  House  and  in  its  man- 
agement she  has  displayed  excellent  business 
and  executive  ability.  Her  early  training 
well  fitted  her  for  the  position  she  now  fills 
and  she  is  meeting  with  remarkable  success, 
having  demonstrated  her  ability  to  carry  on 
this  well  known  hostelry  in  a  most  approved 
manner.  She  is  a  lady  of  good  judgment  and 
refinement  and  has  a  host  of  warm  friends. 


FRANK  W.  ANDREWS. 

Prank  W.  Andrews,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  New  Baltimore  Era,  was  born  in  Ber- 
gen, New  York,  December  25,  1870,  and  is 
a  son  of  George  J.  and  Marian  (Wright)  An- 
drews, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire state.  Removing  to  Michigan,  they  set- 
tled at  Battle  Creek  and  afterward  went  to 
Leroy,  Osceola  county,  coming  thence  to  Ma- 
comb county  in  1900.  Here  the  father  pur- 
chased a  farm  near  New  Baltimore,  where 
he  now  resides.  Dr.  Robert  Andrews,  the 
paternal  grandfather,  was  a  practicing  physi- 
cian of  Bergen,  New  York,  where  he  spent 
his  entire  life,  and  the  Wright  family  was 
established  in  the  Empire  state  at  an  early 
day.  Frank  W.  Andrews  was  one  of  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  George  R.,  a  practicing  physi- 
cian of  Detroit;  Floyd  E.,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  New  Baltimore; 
Frank  W. ;  and  Julius  J.,  who  died  at  Leroy, 
Michigan,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Frank  W.  Andrews  completed  his  literary 
education  in  the  high  school  at  Battle  Creek 
and  afterward  studied  medicine  under  the  di- 
rection of  his  brother.  He  then  turned  his 
attention  to  newspaper  work  at  Tustin,  Mich- 
igan, and  in  1891  purchased  the  Tustin  Echo, 
which  he  conducted  for  two  years.  He  then 
sold  to  Ren  Barker  of  Reed  City,  Michigan, 
and  engaged  as  business  manager  of  a  paper 
for  a  short  time.  He  afterward  became  pro- 
prietor of  the  Morley  Tribune,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  two  years,  and  on  the  1st  of  May, 
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1897,  he  came  to  New  Baltimore,  where  he 
established  the  New  Baltimore  Era.  Here  he 
has  built  up  a  large  patronage  and  has  a  fine 
country  newspaper  devoted  to  local  interests 
and  to  the  dissemination  of  the  general  news. 
The  paper  is  neat  in  appearance  and  has  a 
large  circulation,  wihch  makes  it  a  good  adver- 
tising medium.  Mr.  Andrews  is  also  employed 
by  the  Marine  Sugar  Company  as  agent  for 
the  territory  from  Fair  Haven  to  Detroit, 
.Michigan. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1892,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Frank  W.  Andrews  and  Anna 
B.  Bradley,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Laura 
(Fuller)  Bradley,  the  former  a  native  of 
Indiana  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Andrews  have  one  daughter,  Georgiana 
Ruth.  Mr.  Andrews  belongs  to  the  Modern 
Woodmen  camp.  lie  is  a  man  of  fine  personal 
appearance,  excellent  physique,  of  good  intel- 
lectual force,  and  in  business  and  social 
circles  has  commanded  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated. 


J.  ALEXANDER  HEATH. 

Among  the  salient  characteristics  of  J. 
Alexander  Heath  are  strong  resolution  and 
keen  insight  into  and  mastery  of  business  con- 
ditions, and  these  qualities  have  gained  him 
prominence  in  the  trade  circles  of  the  state. 
He  makes  his  home  in  Richmond,  but  is  justly 
regarded  as  a  factor  in  the  commercial  life  of 
Michigan.  He  was  born  October  20,  1867, 
in  the  town  where  he  yet  resides,  and  having 
passed  through  successive  grades  in  the  public 
schools  was  graduated  from  the  high  school 
in  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Later 
he  pursued  a  course  in  the  Detroit  Business 
College,  completing  his  studies  there  in  1885. 
He  next  went  to  California  and,  locating  in 
Chico,  became  a  dealer  in  fruit,  continuing 
his  efforts  in  that  line  until  1892,  when  he 
returned  to  Michigan,  having  in  the  meantime 
met  with  fair  success  during  his  residence  on 
the  Pacfic  coast.  Following  his  return  he  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  buyer  with  the  firm  of 
McNaughton  &  Walker,  commission  merchants 
of  Detroit.  They  were  extensive  wholesale 
dealers  in  beans.  After  a  year  their  plant 
was  destroyed  by  fire  and  while  awaiting  its 
rebuilding  Mr.  Heath  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  firm  of  Johnston,  Fairfield  &  Company, 
doing  business  at  Lenox.  Two  years  after- 
ward the  business  of  W.  II.  Acker  was  con- 
solidated with  that  of  Johnston,  Fairfield  & 


Company,  and  the  new  company  was  known 
as  the  Richmond  Elevator  Company  and  has 
so  continued  to  the  present  time.     When  Mr. 
Heath  entered  the  firm  it  operated  but  one 
elevator  and  the  business  amounted  to  sixty 
carloads  annually.     Since  that  time  the  busi- 
ness has  constantly  and  rapidly  increased,  be- 
ing enlarged  until  the  firm  now  owns  and  op- 
erates nine  plants,  situated  in  some  of  the  best 
market  towns  of  eastern  Michigan.   They  have 
eight  elevators  and  sixteen  warehouses  with  a 
capacity  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  carloads 
of  hay  and  one  hundred  thousand  bushels  of 
grain,  while  employment  is  furnished  to  one 
hundred  people.      Their  elevators  and  ware- 
houses  are   at   Lenox,    New    Haven,    Emmet 
Hickey,  Avoca,  Smith  Creek,   Valley  Center, 
Mount  Clemens,  Romeo  and  Memphis.     They 
annually  handle   from  two  thousand  to  two 
thousand  five  hundred  carloads  of  hay  and 
grain,  all  of  which  is  purchased  direct  from 
the  farmers,  to  whom  they  pay  between  six 
and  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year, 
thus  directly  promoting  the  commercial  pros- 
perity of  the  state.    Mr.  Heath  has  been  man- 
ager of  the  business  from  the  beginning  and 
its  splendid  success  is  largely  attributable  to 
his  efforts.     He  has   faith  in  the   future   of 
the  hay  trade  and  having  made  a  close  study 
of  conditions  relative  to  the  business,  he  feels 
that  the  trade  would  be  greatly  benefited  by 
a  concerted  action  of  the  dealers.    To  this  end 
he  has  become  allied  with  the  Michigan  Hay 
Dealers    Association  and  the    National    Hay 
Dealers  Association.    He  was  president  of  the 
former  in  1902  and  vice-president  of  the  lat- 
ter in  1903,  and  in  connection  with  these  asso- 
ciations he  has  brought  the  same  characteris- 
tics that  have  produced  his  individual  success. 
During  the  first  six  months  after  his  election 
to  the  presidency  of  the  state  organization  its 
membership  was  doubled. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1897,  Mr.  Heath 
was  married  to  Miss  Sadie  Allenton,  a  native 
of  Armada,  Michigan,  and  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
William  Allenton,  who  was  a  leading  minister 
of  his  day  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  Civil 
war,  serving  as  chaplain.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Heath  have  one  daughter,  Sadie  Elizabeth. 
His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Masonic 
lodge  at  Richmond,  the  Mount  Clemens  chap- 
ter and  Council,  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Fores- 
ters and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  he 
is  popular  in  these  various  organizations.  In 
politics  a  stanch  republican,  he  has  served  as 
treasurer  of  the  Macomb  county  central  com- 
mittee for  six  years.  He  is  yet  a  young  man, 
but  has  already  attained  success  that  many 
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a  man  of  twice  his  years  might  well  envy, 
lie  is  now  connected  with  a  line  of  business 
that  contributes  in  large  measure  to  the  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  of  the  state.  He  is  a  man 
of  distinct  and  forceful  individuality  and 
broad  mentality,  who  has  left  and  is  leaving 
his  impress  upon  the  commercial  world.  Al- 
though yet  a  young  man,  he  has  for  a  number 
of  years  been  an  important  factor  in  the  de- 
velopment of  natural  resources  of  the  state 
and  in  the  promotion  of  those  enterprises 
which  add  not  alone  to  his  individual  pros- 
perity, but  also  promotes  the  general  good  of 
the  county  and  state  in  which  he  makes  his 
home. 


FORD  LEE  MILTON. 

Ford  Lee  Milton,  whose  well  directed  busi- 
ness affairs  have  made  him  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  Chesterfield  township,  is 
now  living  on  section  21,  where  he  has  a  val- 
uable tract  of  land.  lie  was  born  April  11, 
1836,  upon  what  was  the  old  Milton  home- 
stead, his  parents  being  Joseph  and  Spiddy 
Jane  (Herriman)  Milton,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  England  and  the  latter  of  New  York. 
The  father  was  born  in  Pawlett  township, 
Somersetshire,  England,  his  parents  being 
Edward  and  Tamar  (Lee)  Milton,  also  na- 
tives of  England.  He  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation and  in  1832  he  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America,  settling  in  Chesterfield  town- 
ship, Macomb  county,  Michigan.  Here  he 
secured  a  homestead  in  connection  with  his 
brother,  Robert  Milton,  and  he  afterward 
bought  a  fifteen  acre  tract  of  land  from 
Joseph  Herriman,  on  which  he  built  his 
home.  He  cleared  his  land  by  cutting  away 
the  timber  and  making  it  into  staves,  which 
he  hauled  to  Mount  Clemens  with  oxen, 
there  selling  to  Humphrey  Shaw.  He 
worked  at  his  trade  in  Mount  Clemens  as  a 
ship  carpenter  and  thus  the  early  years  of 
his  life  were  passed.  He  received  a  good 
education  in  England  and  recognizing  its 
value,  desired  that  all  children  might  enjoy 
the  same  opportunity.  Therefore  he  helped 
to  establish  school  district  No.  2,  near  the 
Gratiot  road  on  section  9,  and  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  school  board  and  at  differ- 
ent times  held  all  of  the  offices  of  the  board. 
He  was  also  commissioner  of  highways  in 
the  '50s  and  he  was  a  stanch  democrat,  tak- 
ing an  active  part  in  politics.  By  his  sin^ 
eerity  and  untiring  efforts  for  the  welfare  of 
his  community  he  won  for  himself  a  name 


that  was  honored  by  all  and  his  death  left 
vacant  a  place  that  was  hard  to  fill.  He 
passed  away  October  14,  1879,  and  his  last 
words  to  his  family  were  "it  is  all  satisfac- 
tory," showing  that  he  was  ready  and  will- 
ing to  go.  His  funeral  was  one  of  the  largest 
ever  held  in  the  neighborhood,  a  fact  which 
testified  to  the  sincere  regard  in  which  he 
was  uniformly  held  by  neighbors  and 
friends.  The  services  were  conducted  by 
Rev.  John  Armstrong  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  His  wife,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Herriman  and  a  native  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  died  on  the  old  homestead 
October  17,  1903.  There  were  five  children 
of  that  family  :  Ford  L.,  Obed  Arnold,  Char- 
lotte Ann,  Gaylorcl  Donaldson  and  Mirthy 
Treasure. 

Ford  L.  Milton  attended  the  public  schools 
and  was  such  an  apt  scholar  that  in  1854, 
when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  was  granted 
a  teacher's  certificate  and  began  teaching 
in  district  No.  4,  Macomb  township,  where 
he  remained  for  one  term.  He  then  accepted 
a  school  in  the  next  district  west,  where  he 
taught  for  two  terms  and  afterward  was 
teacher  in  district  No.  4 — the  Salt  River 
district  in  Chesterfield  township — remaining 
there  for  five  terms.  He  then  abandoned 
teaching  in  order  to  give  his  attention  to  the 
trade  of  carpentering  and  joining  which  he 
had  learned  previous  to  entering  upon  his 
educational  work.  He  also  began  farming  on 
his  own  account  on  land  which  he  had  pur- 
chased when  seventeen  years  of  age,  located 
on  the  Telegraph  road  just  a  half  mile  east 
of  his  present  home.  There  he  remained 
until  1903  when  he  sold  out,  retiring  from 
all  active  business.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  an  active  agriculturist  and  his  labors 
have  brought  him  a  very  desirable  capital. 
In  all  his  business  transactions  he  was  ener- 
getic and  thoroughly  reliable. 

Mr.  Milton  has  ever  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  his  township  and 
his  labors  have  proved  of  benefit  in  promot- 
ing the  general  welfare.  He  served  as 
deputy  clerk  under  Erastus  Q.  Chamberlain 
in  1865 ;  was  supervisor  in  1865-6 ;  and  as 
treasurer  filled  out  the  unexpired  term  of 
Moses  K.  Bortree,  who  resigned  in  1865. 
In  1877  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  in 
these  various  offices  he  discharged  his  duties 
with  a  promptness  and  fidelity  that  won  him 
high  commendation. 

In  1858-9,  Mr.  Milton  assisted  in  building 
the  Grand  Trunk  railroad  through  Chester- 
field township,  the  first  railroad  for  steam 
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cars  in  the  county.  While  on  his  farm  he 
helped  to  make  a  large  county  ditch  running 
along*  the  east  side  of  his  place,  and  all  of 
these  improvements  have  been  of  marked 
benefit  to  the  general  public.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  New  Baltimore  lodge, 
No.  1963,  Knights  of  Honor,  in  which  he 
served  as  reporter  for  several  years.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Lake  St.  Clair  lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  of  the  chairs 
and  is  now  a  past  grand. 

In  1857  Mr.  Milton  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Shattuck,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Dwight  and  Mercie  (Briggs)  Shattuck.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Hampshire  county, 
Massachusetts,  February  15,  1811,  and  came 
to  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  in  1832,  set- 
tling in  Chesterfield  township  where  he  en- 
tered government  land  on  the  Romeo  and 
Mount  Clemens  road.  There  he  improved  a 
good  farm  and  took  an  active  interest  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  benefit  of  the 
community.  He  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  about  1843  and  was  active  in  politics, 
giving  his  support  to  the  whig  party  and  be- 
coming a  stanch  champion  of  Henry  Clay 
for  the  presidency.  He  was  also  an  earnest 
worker  in  the  church  and  Sunday-school. 
At  the  time  of  the  Mexican  war  he  responded 
to  the  call  for  troops  but  was  never  sent  to 
the  front.  He  died  on  the  old  homestead 
June  23,  1851.  His  wife  was  born  in  Mid- 
dlesex township,  Ontario  county,  New  York, 
a  daughter  of  Abel  and  Martha  Briggs,  who 
were  natives  of  the  Empire  state.  She  came 
to  Macomb  county  in  1834  with  her  sister, 
with  whom  she  remained  until  1836,  when 
she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Shat- 
tuck. After  her  husband's  death  she  sold 
the  farm  and  came  to  live  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Milton,  dying  here  September  9,  1903, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety  years. 

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Milton  had"  six  children: 
Floyd  Lee,  the  eldest,  born  February  2,  1858. 
married  Christine  Scherrebeck,  a  highly  cul- 
tured lady.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  was  graduated  from  the  New  Balti- 
more high  school  in  1879  and  after  receiving 
a  teacher's  certificate,  began  at  once  to  teach. 
He  has  taught  in  districts  Nos.  1,  2,  4  and  6, 
Chesterfield  township,  and  No.  4  fractional, 
Macomb  township,  which  was  his  father's 
first  school.  In  1884  he  went  to  Iowa  where 
he  taught  for  a  number  of  years  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  contracting  and 
building  in  the  village  of  Stanwood,  where 
he  has  since  established  a  large  furniture 
store  and  in  connection  with  this  conducts 


an  undertaking  establishment,  Mertie  S., 
born  December  29,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  C.  J. 
Taylor  of  New  Baltimore,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  until  1890, 
when  he  removed  to  his  mother's  farm,  of 
which  he  is  now  the  owner,  having  prospered 
in  his  agricultural  pursuits.  Melva  S.,  born 
April  20,  1864,  died  May  13,  1870.  Fred  L., 
born  April  14,  1866,  died  August  1,  1866,  and 
both  children  were  interred  in  the  Chester- 
field Union  burying  ground.  Frank  L.,  born 
August  24,  1871,  married  Miss  Jennie  Mars- 
rick,  a  daughter  of  Phillip  and  Gertrude 
Marsrick,  of  Chesterfield  township,  and  is 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  Lenox  township. 
Mettie  S.,  born  February  22,  1874,  was  mar- 
ried in  1891  to  Frank  ^Durell  who,  a  few 
months  after,  while  making  his  first  trip  up 
the  lakes,  was  drowned  during  a  heavy 
storm,  the  boat  being  wrecked  near  White 
Fish  point  in  Lake  Superior.  On  the  29th 
of  June,  1892,  his  widow  became  the  wife 
of  E.  J.  Vovillia,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Kay  township,  who  also  follows  blacksmith- 
ing.  Mr.  Milton  has  every  reason  to  be 
proud  of  his  family,  for  his  children  have 
made  creditable  records  and  they  in  turn 
nave  reason  to  rejoice  in  what  Mr.  Milton 
has  accomplished.  He  has  indeed  been  an 
honored  and  worthy  citizen  to  his  commu- 
nity, because  of  his  activity  in  business.  In 
politics  and  in  public  affairs  he  has  contribu- 
ted in  no  small  degree  to  the  substantial  im- 
provement to  this  part  of  the  state. 


EARL   W.    WALES. 

Earl  W.  Wales,  a  prominent  representative 
of  agricultural  and  horticultural  interests  in 
Macomb  county,  living  on  section  17,  Shelby 
township,  was  born  December  13,  1857,  in  an 
old  house  near  where  the  gravel  pit  of  North 
Utiea  is  now  found.  His  parents  were  Wil- 
lard  Amos  and  Amy  Ann  (Chapman)  Wales, 
the  latter  a  daughter  of  John  0.  Chapman, 
who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Shelby 
township.  Mr.  Wales  pursued  his  education 
in  the  Ewell  school  and  Disco  Academy,  and 
after  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  engaged 
in  driving  trotting  horses  on  the  track  for 
some  time.  He  is  now  carrying  on  general 
farming  and  fruit  raising,  being  deeply  inter- 
ested in  horticulture.  He  has  three  acres 
planted  in  strawberries,  and  his  opinions  re- 
garding the  cultivation  of  this  fruit  are  re- 
ceived as  authority  in  the  community.  He 
also  raises  other  fruits  and  everything  about 
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his  place  is  kept  in  excellent  condition.  He 
lives  upon  the  farm  which  his  father  pur- 
chased from  the  government,  having  here  six- 
ty acres  of  land,  while  his  brother  also  owns 
sixty  acres  of  the  old  estate. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1883,  Mr.  Wales 
was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  Oddy,  a  daughter 
of  "William  and  Sarah  (Dudley)  Oddy,  who 
were  both  natives  of  New  York  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  18T)().  Mr.  Oddy  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  owned  property  in  Disco, 
where  he  died  in  !!)()(),  while  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1886.  Mrs.  "Wales  was  born  Decem- 
ber 12,  18(H),  and  pursued  her  education  in 
Disco.  Fnto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  live  children  :  Hmmett,  born  De- 
cember 14,  188<">,  died  when  ten  years  of  age. 
Ward  Amos,  born  May  1^,  1887,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  is  at  home; 
Irvin  S..  born  Xovemher  L'S,  1888,  is  attend- 
ing school.  Herbert,  born  June  25,  1897,  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  months.  Gertie  May, 
born  January  13,  18!):],  completes  the  family. 

Mr.  Wales  is  a  republican,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his 
energies  upon  his  business  affairs,  and  he  now 
lias  a  splendidly  improved  property  while 
his  well  directed  efforts  are  bringing  him  very 
desirable1  success. 


Al/<aTST 


KF1XFCKE. 


August  F.  Reinecke,  who  is  president  of  the 
village  of  New  Baltimore,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  general  merchandising,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, January  4,  1S5(),  his  parents  being 
Frederick  G.  and  Klizabeth  (Ileineman)  Rei- 
necke,  who  were  also  born  in  Germany.  They 
came  to  America  in  18()9,  settling  in  New  Bal- 
timore, where1  the  father  worked  as  a  laborer. 
lie  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years  and 
his  widow  is  yet  living  in  Xew  Baltimore. 
In  their  family  were  eight  children,  namely: 
Frederick,  of  Bay  City,  Michigan;  Minnie, 
now  deceased;  Henry,  who  is  livimr  in  Sagi- 
naw, Michigan;  August  F. ;  Gustave,  who  died 
in  Germany;  Christopher,  also  a  resident  of 
Saginaw;  Charles,  who  also  makes  his  home 
in  New  Baltimore;  and  William,  deceased. 

August  F.  Reinecke  pursued  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Germany  until  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  United  States.  Here  he  at  once 
began  work  in  a  sawmill  at  New  Baltimore, 
in  which  he  was  employed  for  four  years.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  secured  a  position  in 
the  grocery  store  of  Charles  Wanke,  in  New 
Baltimore,  where  he  continued  for  two  years, 


and  later  he  was  in  a  general  store  owned 
by  C.  L.  Bradish  for  a  year,  or  until  the  death 
of  his  employer.  He  afterward  worked  for 
William  Baker  in  the  same  line  for  a  year, 
and  in  1878  he  went  to  Marine  City,  Michigan, 
where  he  secured  a  clerkship  in  a  general 
store.  After  a  few  months,  however,  he  re- 
turned to  New  Baltimore,  and  the  following 
spring  he  went  to  Richmond,  Michigan,  where 
for  four  years  he  acted  as  salesman  in  the 
general  store  of  Cooper  &  Son.  He  was  next 
in  Capac,  Michigan,  where  he  purchased  the 
general  store  of  Coho  &  Son  and,  forming  a 
partnership  with  George  C.  Patch  under  the 
firm  style  of  Patch  &  Reinecke,  conducted  the 
business  for  a  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  purchased  his  partner's  interest  and  con- 
ducted the  store  on  his  own  account  until  just 
prior  to  his  return  to  New  Baltimore,  when 
he  sold  out.  Again  coming  to  this  place,  he 
purchased  the  general  store  of  George  C. 
Walker  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
Herman  Ileineman  as  the  senior  member  of 
Reinecke  &  Ileineman  for  two  years.  By  pur- 
chasing his  partner's  interest  Mr.  Reinecke 
became  sole  proprietor  and  has  since  conduct- 
ed his  store  with  constantly  growing  success. 
He  carries  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of 
general  merchandise,  which  because  of  its 
tasteful  arrangement  proves  attractive  to  the 
public,  and  his  honorable  dealings  and  earnest 
desire  to  please  his  patrons  insure  him  a  con- 
tinuance of  their  business  support. 

Mr.  Reinecke  is  a  man  of  excellent  business 
and  executive  ability,  resourceful  and  enter- 
prising, and  he  carries  forward  to  successful 
completion  whatever  he  undertakes.  He  has 
not  limited  his  efforts  to  one  line,  but  has  been 
the  promoter  of  a  number  of  leading  business 
concerns  in  this  town.  He  was  instrumental 
in  establishing  the  New  Baltimore  Creamery 
Company  in  1898  and  is  now  one  of  its  direc- 
tors. He  was  promoter  of  the  New  Baltimore 
Elevator  Company,  in  1900,  and  has  been  vice- 
president  since  its  organization.  In  commu- 
nity affairs  he  is  also  active  and  enterprising 
and  the  town  has  been  benefitted  by  his  efforts 
in  its  behalf.  He  has  several  times  served  as 
a  member  of  the  council,  has  been  treasurer, 
also  assessor  of  the  village  and  treasurer  of 
his  township.  He  was  elected  president  of  the 
village  in  1899  and  has  since  served  in  that 
-  capacity,  giving  to  New  Baltimore  a  progress- 
ive administration  and  one  which  has  proved 
of  practical  value  in  the  advancement  of  its 
interests  along  many  lines. 

On   the    16th   of   August,    1878,    Mr.    Rei- 
necke  was   married   to   Miss   Mary   Gross,    a 
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daughter  of  August  Gross  of  New  Baltimore. 
Their  children  are:  Louise,  the  wife  of  Gus- 
tav  Huff  tier  of  Detroit;  Clara,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Yearn  of  Marine  City,  Michigan ;  Her- 
man, who  is  a  traveling  salesman ;  Alma,  Mar- 
guerite and  Mabel,  all  at  home.  Mr.  Keinecke 
is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church 
and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Macca- 
bees and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, lie  has  been  commander  and  finance 
and  record  keeper  in  the  Maccabees  lodge 
and  has  been  noble  grand  in  the  Odd  Fellows 
lodge,  which  he  has  also  represented  in  the 
grand  lodge.  He  was  instrumental  in  organ- 
izing both  of  these  lodges  in  New  Baltimore 
and  has  taken  a  veiy  active  part  in  their  work. 
lie  is  truly  a  self-made  man  who  has  gained 
his  success  unaided,  placing  his  dependence 
entirely  upon  his  own  efforts.  He  is  recog- 
nized as  a  good  citizen,  kind  neighbor  and  a 
devoted  husband  and  father  and  is  popular  in 
New  Baltimore  and  wherever  known. 


ROBERT  KLAGGE. 

Robert  Klagge,  one  of  the  leading  florists  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  was  born  in  Germany 
in  186-1  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Eva  Klagge, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  fatherland  and 
became  residents  of  Mount  Clemens  in  1885. 
Here  the  father  died  in  1903,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years,  but  the  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing and  has  reached  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years. 

During  his  boyhood  Robert  Klagge  attend- 
ed the  public  schools  of  his  native  land  and 
remained  in  that  country  until  1881,  when 
he  crossed  the  ocean  and  located  in  Detroit, 
Michigan,  where  he  found  employment  in  the 
Breitmeyer  greenhouses.  He  worked  for  that 
firm,  both  in  Detroit  and  Mount  Clemens, 
until  1893,  when  he  began  business  for  him- 
self in  a  small  way  at  his  present  location,  154 
Gutschow  street,  at  first  growing  only  vege- 
tables, but  he  soon  merged  the  enterprise  into 
general  floriculture.  His  early  training  had 
thoroughly  skilled  him  in  the  business,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  his  efforts  were  crowned 
with  success.  By  constant  study,  close  atten- 
tion to  detail  and  a  natural  aptitude  for  the 
art  of  growing  beautiful  plants,  Mr.  Klagge 
was  soon  at  the  head  of  an  important  industry. 
Besides  his  local  trade  he  has  built  up  a  good 
wholesale  trade  in  Chicago  and  Detroit,  his 
flowers  being  handled  by  the  best  dealers  of 
those  cities,  and  he  now  ranks  second  among 
the  florists  of  the  state  in  the  amount  of  busi- 


ness   done    annually.     During  the  last  few 
years  Michigan  has  become  one  of  the  impor- 
tant states  in  the  growing  of  flowers  to  be  cut 
for  the  market  and  few  of  the  large  growers 
have  made  more  progress  than  Mr.  Klagge.  He 
began  business  in  Mount  Clemens  with  only 
two  greenhouses,  twenty  by  one  hundred  feet 
in  dimensions,  but  now  has  one  hundred  thou- 
sand feet  of  flower  beds  under  glass,  in  which 
he  grows  violets,  roses,  carnations  and  other 
popular  flowers  to  be  cut  for  the  trade.    For- 
merly he  made  a  specialty  of  violet  culture 
and   led   the   market   in   those   flowers,   being 
known   as  the  "Violet  King."    He  has  won 
many    important    prizes    in    floral    shows    in 
both    Chicago    and    Detroit,    where    he    had 
for  rival  competitors  growers   from   all  over 
the    country,    and    his    carnations    have    also 
won    prizes    in    several    exhibits.      Naturally 
his  output,  being  of  the  best,  finds  a  ready 
sale    everywhere     at    high    prices.       Besides 
his    extensive    greenhouses,    Mr.    Klagge    has 
also    ten    acres    of    ground    devoted    to    the 
growth    of    outdoor    plants    for    cut    flower 
purposes.    His  entire  establishment  is  not  only 
one  of  the  largest  in  this  part  of  the  United 
States  but  is  one  of  the  most  modern  and  well 
equipped  that  money  and  experience  can  pro- 
cure.    The  plant,  for  which  a  five-horse  power 
engine  was  once  sufficient,  now  requires  one 
hundred  and  fifty-horse  power.     Mr.  Klagge 
is  ably  assisted  by  eight  skilled  workmen  and 
is  now  at  the  head  of  a  model  floral  establish- 
ment which  is  an  honor  both  to  its  owner  and 
to  Mount  Clemens. 

In  1887  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Wilhelmina 
Walz,  daughter  of  John  Breitmeyer,  of  De- 
troit. She  died  in  1903,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
two  years,  leaving  six  children,  namely: 
Rickie,  llattie,  Rosa,  Anna,  Herman  and 
George.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  German  Evangelical 
church.  He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  that 
class  of  citizens  who  lead  quiet,  industrious, 
honest  and  useful  lives  and  constitute  the  best 
portion  of  a  community. 


GEORGE  F.  MILLER, 

George  F.  Miller,  who  follows  farming  on 
section  10,  Chesterfield  township,  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
families  of  this  county.  He  was  born  January 
7,  1859,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides, 
his  parents  being  James  and  Hannah  (Card) 
Miller,  the  former  also  a  native  of  Macomb 
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county  and  the  latter  of  New  York  state. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  James  Miller,  was 
born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  and  in  the  early 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century  came  to  Ma- 
comb county,  settling  near  Mount  Clemens 
in  Harrison  township.  At  that  time  the  only 
road  cut  through  the  county  was  the  Gratiot 
road  and  he  had  to  clear  away  the  trees  in 
order  to  make  a  road  to  his  own  place.  He 
experienced  the  usual  hardships  and  priva- 
tions which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  early  settler 
and  bore  his  part  in  the  early  development 
and  upbuilding*  of  this  region. 

His  son,  James  Miller,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Harrison  township,  in  1820, 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He 
remained  with  his  father,  aiding  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  home  farm,  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  he  began  farming  on  his 
own  account,  buying  the  Frank  Avery  place 
in  Chesterfield  township.  He  subsequently 
purchased  twenty  acres  adjoining,  and  still 
later  bought  ten  acres  on  the  west  side  of  the 
road.  Throughout  the  years  of  his  active  bus- 
iness life  he  followed  farming,  but  in  1908 
he  turned  over  the  heavier  burdens  of  the 
farm  to  his  son  George  and  is  now  practically 
living  retired  upon  the  ten-acre  tract  pre- 
viously mentioned.  Although  now  eighty-five 
years  of  age  he  is  still  quite  strong  and  active 
and  can  do  a  man's  work  in  carrying  on  the 
farm.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  himself 
and  wife  only  two  are  now  living:  Henry, 
who  is  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  lives  with 
his  father,  and  George  F.,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch. 

The  district  schools  of  the  county  afforded 
George  F.  Miller  the  educational  advantages 
he  enjoyed  in  youth,  and  under  his  father's 
able  direction  he  early  became  familiar  with 
the  work  of  the  farm.  He  also  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  from 
1884  until  1903,  when  he  took  charge  of  the 
home  farm  for  his  father  and  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  its  operation. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1883,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Miller  and  Miss  Nancy 
J.  Hill,  daughter  of  David  and  Jennie 
(Brown)  Hill,  of  Chesterfield  township.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  Canada,  their  early 
home  being  at  Hillsdale  near  Toronto,  and  in 
1870  they  came  to  Macomb  county,  Michigan, 
locating  first  in  Chesterfield  township,  where 
they  spent  two  years.  They  then  removed  to 
Lenox  township,  near  New  Haven,  where  they 
still  reside.  There  were  six  children  born  to 
them,  all  of  whom  are  still  living,  two  sons 
residing  in  Detroit,  while  two  sons  and  two 


daughters  still  live  in  Macomb  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  had  four  children  but  Mildred 
C.  died  December  9,  1886,  and  Don  C.  died 
March  9,  1890,  those  still  living  being  Harry 
W.  and  Jessie  B. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  New 
Haven  tent,  No.  174,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  in  which  he 
has  filled  the  chair  of  first  master  of  guards. 
He  is  a  hard-working,  industrious  and  re- 
spected farmer,  having  the  confidence  and 
good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  had  been 
brought  in  contact  either  in  business  or  social 
life. 


JOHN  II.  C.  GARVIN. 

John  II.  C.  Garvin,  who  was  born  in  Gene- 
see county,  New  York,  December  13,  1826, 
died  at  Mount  Clemens,  Michigan,  October 
23,  1899.  His  parents,  John  and  Olive  (Ba- 
con) Garvin,  were  natives  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain state  and  at  an  early  day  removed  to 
New  York,  whence,  in  1832,  the  father  came 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  Ray  township,  Ma- 
comb county.  In  the  spring  of  1835  they  re- 
moved to  Macomb  township,  settling  upon  a 
tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  2.  This 
land  was  purchased  from  the  government  and 
in  consequence  was  wild  and  unimproved. 
The  father  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  and 
built  a  house  for  Colonel  Norman  Perry, 
which  was  among  the  first  frame  buildings 
erected  in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  followed 
carpentering  for  a  number  of  years,  making 
it  his  main  business,  and  he  also  worked  at 
shipbuilding  in  Mount  Clemens,  in  the  winter 
of  1834-5.  I  lis  wife  died  August  30,  1865, 
in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  her  age,  her 
birth  having  occurred  April  12,  1792.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Garvin  was  a  whig  in  early  life 
and  later  became  a  stanch  republican.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  held  membership  in  the 
Christian  church,  taking  an  active  part  in  its 
work,  and  their  two  daughters  also  became 
members.  The  father  was  exceptionally  well 
ver  ed  in  the  Bible.  Ho  possessed  a  strong 
mind  and  retentive  memory  and  was  accus- 
tomed to  give  much  of  his  time  to  reading, 
so  that  he  kept  well  informed  on  all  general 
matters  of  interest,  and  in  debate  he  was 
able  to  present  a  strong  argument.  He  took 
an  active  and  helpful  part  in  the  material 
improvement  and  progress  of  eastern  Michi- 
gan and  aided  in  cutting  the  road  from  Ray 
township  to  his  farm  in  Macomb  township 
and   over   this    road    he   moved   his   personal 
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property  to  his  new  home.  When  he  came  to 
Michigan  he  was  accompanied  oy  his  wife, 
two  daughters  and  a  son,  and  his  daughters 
were  among  the  first  teachers  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  Two  children  of  the  family 
died  in  early  youth. 

John  H.  C.  Garvin  was  reared  upon  the  old 
home  farm,  amid  the  hardships,  difficulties 
and  environments  of  pioneer  life,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  remain  there  until  his  father  sold 
the  property  and  removed  to  Washington 
township.  He  then  went  to  work  with 'his 
father,  having  previously  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  under  his  direction,  and  he 
followed  that  pursuit  continuously  ior  fifteen 
years,  while  later  he  worked  at  odd  jobs  to 
some  extent.  In  1850  he  bought  his'  home- 
stead farm  in  Macomb  township  and  there 
resided  until  November  12,  1885,  when  he 
removed  to  ■Mount  Clemens,  taking  up  his 
abode  in  his  newly  erected  residence  at  No. 
104  ({rand  avenue,  where  he  spent  his  re- 
maining days. 

On  the  15th  of  December,  1851,  Mr.  Gar- 
vin  was   married  to   Miss   Rosannah  Harris, 
m   daughter  01  Jacob  and   Elizabeth    (Oziah)' 
Harris,  who  came  from  New  York  to  the  state 
of  Michigan  in  1830,  settling  in  the  neighbor- 
hood  where    lived   the    Garvin    family.      Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harris  were  natives  of  Ulster  coun- 
ty, New  York,  the  grandfather  living  at  New 
Paltz,    that    state.      Jacob    Harris    was    born 
April  10,  1791,  and  died  June  13,  1864,  while 
his  wife,  who  was  born  January  1,  1792,  in 
Monroe   county,    Pennsylvania,    died   Novem- 
ber 27,  1872.     They  came  to  Michigan  from 
Genesee  county,   New  York,   by  way  of  De- 
troit,   arriving   at    that   village— for   such    it 
was  then— on  the  steamer  Henry  Clay,  Mav 
14,  1830.     Mr.  Harris  left  his  family  at  De- 
troit and  went  after  help  to  move  them  and 
his  goods  to  a  temporary  abode.     He  secured 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  wild  timber 
land  on  section  35,     Washington     township, 
having   purchased   this  tract   from   the    gov- 
ernment the  year  before,     his     deed     being 
signed  by  Andrew  Jackson,  then  president  of 
the  United  States.     He  obtained  the  services 
of  Wilkes  L.  Stuart  and  two  others,  each  hav- 
ing a  pony  team,  and  returned  to  Detroit  for 
his   family   and  household   effects.      He  then 
started  on  his  journey  to  his  new  home,  go- 
ing by  way  of  Rochester,     and     arrived  ^in 
Washington  township  after  two  days'  weari- 
some travel.     Their  log  cabin  was  soon  built 
and  here  amid  pioneer  surroundings  the  fam- 
ily home  was   established.      Many  hardships 
and  difficulties  incident  to  frontier  life  came 


to  them,  but  in  due  time  they  were  enabled 
to  secure  the  comforts  of  the  older  civiliza- 
tion of  the  east  and  when  some  years 
had  passed  Mr.  Harris  built  a  commodious 
dwelling  near  the  site  of  the  old  log  cabin. 
In  1831,  in  company  with  Brainard  Rowley 
and  Benchard  Troop,  he  made  a  trip  to  De- 
troit with  ox  teams  for  flour  and  salt.  It 
required  one  week  to  accomplish  the  journey 
and  he  had  to  pay  sixteen  dollars  a  barrel 
m  gold  for  the  flour.  Upon  the  old  home- 
stead farm  which  he  developed  and  improved, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  spent  their  remaining 
days.  They  were  the  parents  of  eiirfit  chib 
dren:  Jonathan  W.,  Milton,  Daring  Cyrus, 
Cynthia,  Rosannah,  Sarah  A.  and  Amanda. 

The  ancestry  of  the  Harris  family  can  be 
traced  still  farther  back.  Jacob  Harris  was 
one  of  a  family  of  eleven  children— seven 
sons  and  four  daughters— who  were  born 
unto  Henry  and  Polly  Harris.  Henry  Har- 
ris was  born  in  New  Paltz,  Ulster  county, 
Aew  \ork,  111  1761,  and  when  only  fourteen 
years  of  age  he  joined  the  American  army 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  war 
and  served  in  Washington's  division'  until 
the  close  of  hostilities  and  the  establishment 
of  independence.  Soon  after  the  war,  in  rec- 
ognition of  his  faithful  service,  he  was  given 
eight  hundred  acres  of  land  in  eastern  New 
York.  One  of  his  seven  sons  was  Joseph 
Harris,  who  moved  westward,  settling  at 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  when  that  town°was 
a  military  station. 

Henry  Harris'  father  was  born  in  AYest- 
chester  county,  New  York,  and  his  grand- 
father was  a  native  of  England,  whence  he 
came  to  the  new  world,  settling  on  Manhat- 
tan island  when  it  was  in  possession  of  the 
Dutch.  He  purchased  ninety  acres  of  land 
bordering  on  Broadway,  now  the  most  im- 
portant thoroughfare  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  This  he  leased  for  village  lots,  while 
he  moved  to  White  Plains.  This,  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  came  into  posses- 
sion of  his  descendants,  who  still  reside  at 
White  Plains,  the  lease  having  run  out. 

John  II .  C.  Garvin  was  a  republican  in  his 
political  views  and  was  a  warm  supporter  of 
the  party.  He  also  belonged  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  he  took  great  interest  in  va- 
rious^ games  and  sports,  being  a  member  of 
the  "Old  Crowd."  He  was  also  ever  ready 
to  do  any  good  work  and  he  enjoyed  life  to 
the  fullest  extent.  He  possessed  a  character 
that  commanded  respect  and  confidence 
everywhere,  and  while  joy  and  happiness 
were  his  lot  it  was  because  of  a  genial,  kind- 
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ly  nature  and  never  secured  at  the  expense 
of  the  pleasure,  the  happiness  or  the  success 
of  others.  He  passed  away  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens, October  23,  1899,  and  his  death  was  the 
occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  regret. 


ALBERT  MILLER. 


Albert  Miller,  one  of  the  well  known  citi- 
zens of  Macomb  county,  now  living  retired  in 
Richmond,  was  born  in  Orleans  county,  New 
York,  August  12,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Caleb 
Miller,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the  same 
county.  The  mother  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Elmira  Whitcomb  and  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont. In  1846  the  parents  removing  to  Mich- 
igan, settled  in  Richmond  township,  Macomb 
county,  three  miles  west  of  the  town  of  Rich- 
mond', where  Mr.  Miller  carried  on  farming 
for  several  years.  He  then  removed  to  an- 
other farm  two  miles  from  his  first  location, 
and  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  this  tract 
of  land  he  owned  a  foundry  which  he  con- 
ducted for  twenty-four  years.  He  was  like- 
wise owner  of  a  grist  and  saw  mill  and 
through  his  varied  investments  he  conducted 
an  extensive  business.  He  was  regarded  as 
one  of  the  leading  and  representative  citizens 
of  his  community,  his  trade  relations  proving 
of  benefit  to  the  locality  as  well  as  a  source 
of  profit  to  himself.  In  all  matters  relating  to 
the  general  welfare  he  took  a  helpful  and 
beneficial  interest.  In  his  family  were  seven 
children,  of  whom  three  are  now  living:  Al- 
bert; Isadora,  the  wife  of  Henry  "Whitcomb, 
who  is  living  three  miles  west  of  Richmond; 
and  Theodore,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  ex- 
celsior business  in  Detroit, 

Albert  Miller  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
home  farm  and  worked  in  the  fields  through 
the  summer  months,  while  in  the  winter  sea- 
sons he  attended  the  district  schools.  He  be- 
came interested  in  the  foundry  and  milling 
business  with  his  father  and  this  business  re- 
lation was  continued  until  a  few  years  prior 
to  the  father's  death.  They  built  a  foundry  in 
Richmond  and  upon  the  father's  death  the 
property  was  divided,  Theodore  Miller  taking 
charge  of  the  foundry,  while  Albert  Miller  re- 
mained at  home.  After  a  few  years  he  sold 
his  farming  interests  and  in  1888  settled  in 
Richmond,  where  he  embarked  in  the  foundry 
business,  his  brother  removing  to  Detroit.  Al- 
bert Miller  thus  represented  the  iron  industry 
at  this  point  for  three  or  four  years,  after 
which  he  sold  out.     His  brother  also  owned 


a  hardware  business  in  which  he  became  a 
partner  and  this  store  was  sold  upon  the  broth- 
er's  removal  to  Detroit.  At  length  Mr.  Miller 
traded  his  foundry  for  a  farm  located  two 
miles  northwest  of  Richmond  and  there  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  for  two 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  disposed  of 
his  land  and  again  took  up  his  abode  in  Rich- 
mond, where  he  has  since  practically  lived 
retired.  He  was  for  many  years  an  active,  en- 
terprising business  man,  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  his  community  because  he 
was  found  trustworthy  in  all  business  trans- 
actions, while  his  diligence  and  perseverance 
proved  the  foundation  of  a  very  desirable 
success. 

Albert  Miller  was  married,  July  2,  1870,  to 
Miss  Eliza  Smith,  of  Macomb  county,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  S.  Smith,  one  of  the  pioneer 
residents  of  this  part  of  the  state.  Their 
children  are:  Caleb  S.,  Gilbert  E.,  who  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  is  now  in 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  Mabel  Maud,  who  is 
attending  school  in  Adrian,  Michigan. 

Caleb  S.  Miller,  who  is  classed  with  the 
representative  young  business  men  of  Rich- 
mond, Macomb  county,  was  born  on  the  old 
family  homestead  November  4,  1871,  and 
mastered  the  branches  of  English  learning 
taught  in  the  district  schools.  lie  joined  his 
father  in  a  partnership  in  the  foundry  busi- 
ness in  1888  and  was  thus  connected  with  the 
industrial  interests  of  Richmond  until  1896, 
when  he  traded  his  foundry  for  a  farm.  The 
foundry  was  a  brick  building,  fifty  by  one 
hundred  feet  and  four  stories  in  height.  The 
machine  shop  was  fifty  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  and  the  assembling  room  sixty  by 
ninety  feet.  At  one  time  employment  was 
furnished  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  The 
foundry  was  established  for  the  manufacture 
of  agricultural  implements  but  later  was 
largely  used  for  the  manufacture  of  stoves, 
and  a  large  export  trade  was  enjoyed  by  the 
firm.  When  his  uncle  removed  to  Detroit  the 
Art  Stove  Company  was  organized  and  has 
since  become  a  portion  of  the  large  combine. 
Following  the  uncle's  removal  to  Detroit, 
Caleb  Miller  and  his  father  continued  the  man- 
ufacture of  agricultural  implements  until  they 
disposed  of  their  foundry.  This  was  one  of  the 
most  important  productive  industries  of  Rich- 
mond and  proved  a  source  of  profit  to  the 
owners.  After  living  for  a  time  on  the  farm 
Caleb  Miller  returned  to  Richmond  and  was 
with  the  Peninsula  Cement  Company  of  Jack- 
son, Michigan,  which  he  represented  until 
1902,  when  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
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wholesale  egg  business  of  this  village  and  has 
since  been  identified  therewith. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  1897,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Caleb  Miller  and  Margaret  W. 
Freeman,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Free- 
man, who  was  the  originator  of  the  present 
egg  business  now  conducted  under  the  firm 
name  of  Weter,  Fanning  &  Company,  of  Rich- 
mond, Michigan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have 
one  son.  Thomas  Harop.  In  his  fraternal  re- 
lations Mr.  Miller  is  a  Mason.  He  has  a  wide 
and  favorable  acquaintance  in  the  county 
where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  and  to- 
day he  is  associated  with  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant industries  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
the  business  having  reached  a  very  extensive 
figure. 


EDWARD  A.  HEINE. 

Edward  A.  Heine,  a  well  known  and  popu- 
lar citizen  of  Mount  Clemens,  who  for  many 
years  has  been  connected  with  the  Mount 
Clemens  Savings  Bank,  was  born  in  that  city 
on  the  18th  of  August,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Theresa  (Olde)  Heine,  both  na- 
tives of  Germany.  The  Heine  family  were 
representative  citizens  of  the  north  of  Ger- 
many and  in  that  country  the  father  was 
reared  and  educated  but  came  to  America 
when  a  young  man.  He  first  located  in  New 
Baltimore,  Michigan,  but  afterward  removed 
to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
merchandising  for  thirty-eight  years,  though 
by  trade  he  was  a  cooper,  having'followed  that 
occupation  in  his  native  land.  In  1905  he  dis- 
posed of  his  store  and  is  now  living  retired, 
enjoying  a  well  earned  rest  and  the  fruits  of 
former  toil. 

Edward  A.  Heine  is  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  six  children.  At  the  usual 
age  he  entered  the  public  schools  of  Mount 
Clemens,  where  he  was  a  student  until  he  at- 
tained the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  after- 
ward spent  one  year  at  the  Detroit  Business 
College.  On  leaving  that  institution  in  1881 
he  entered  the  Mount  Clemens  Savings  Bank, 
which  at  that  time  was  only  four  years  old,' 
and  served  as  bookkeeper  for  ten  vears,  after 
which  he  was  promoted  to  teller,'  a  position 
he  now  holds,  lie  has  always  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  the  business  of  the  bank,  which  has 
become  one  of  the  oldest  and  strongest  finan- 
cial concerns  in  this  part  of  the  state,  and  not 
a  little  of  its  success  is  due  to  his  untiring 
labor.     The  bank  has  had  a  gradual,  healthy 


growth,  due  to  the  safe  conservative  business 
policy  followed  by  those  in  control. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1887,  Mr.  Heine  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Augusta  Behnke, 
a  daughter   of   Christian  Behnke,   of   Mount 
Clemens,  and  they  now  have  three  children: 
Felicitas  II.,  Austin  W.  B.,  and  Bernhardt  E. 
C.     The  family  hold  membership  in  the  Ger- 
man  Evangelical   church   and   Mr.    Heine   is 
identified  with  a  number  of  secret  societies, 
including  the  Knights  of  the  .Maccabees,  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World.     He  is  also  a  prominent 
Mason,    belonging   to   Mount   Clemens   lodge, 
No.  6,  P.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  steward 
for  six  years;   secretary  of  Mount   Clemens 
chapter,  No.  69,  R.  A.  M.,  for  twelve  years, 
and  was   for  five  years  treasurer  of  Mount 
Clemens   Council,    No.    8,   R.    &   S.    M.     His 
political  support  is  given  the  republican  party 
and  he  takes  quite  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  public  affairs,  his  infiuence  carrying 
weight  in  the  councils  of  his  party.     In  1900 
he   was    elected    alderman    from  'the    second 
ward  for  a  term  of  two  years,  has  been  super- 
intendent of  the  poor  for  the  past  two  vears, 
served  two  years  as  assistant  chief  of  the  fire 
department,  and  is  now  serving  as  treasurer  of 
the    Mount    Clemens    fire    department,    with 
which  he  has  been  connected  since  fourteen 
years  of  age.    He  is  a  man  of  strong  character, 
firm,  considerate,  careful  and  painstaking,  and 
he  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  either  in  bus- 
iness, social  or  political  life. 


FRANK  E.  LATHROP. 

Frank  E.  Lathrop,  who  is  conducting  a 
general  store  in  Armada  and  in  his  life  ex- 
emplifies the  typical  spirit  of  the  west,  where 
energy  and  enterprise  have  been  the  dominant 
qualities  of  the  people,  leading  to  the  rapid 
and  substantial  development  of  this  portion 
of  the  country,  was  born  February  7,  1865, 
in  the  village  where  he  yet  resides.  He  comes 
of  an  old  New  England  family,  his  great- 
grandfather having  been  the  Rev.  Joseph  La- 
throp, a  noted  minister  who  for  sixty-five 
years  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church 
in  West  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  His  son, 
Edward  Lathrop,  was  born  in  Connecticut 
and  came  to  the  west  from  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts. Making  his  way  to  Michigan  he  took 
up  land  from  the  government  and  began  farm- 
ing, assisting  materially  in  the  early  agricul- 
tural development  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
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His  son,  Elisha  D.  Lathrop,  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Armada,  December  25,  1839,  and 
was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming  but 
afterward  turned  his  attention  to  merchandis- 
ing and  for  a  number  of  years  was  associated 
in  commercial  pursuits  with  his  brother,  C.  A. 
Lathrop.  Their  partnership  was  dissolved  in 
1876  and  Elisha  D.  Lathrop  then  carried  on 
business  alone.  He  married  Miss  Mary  J. 
Kellogg,  a  native  of  Ray,  Michigan,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Eliza  J.  (Prentiss) 
Kellogg.  Her  father  was  born  in  the  state 
of  New  York  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
residents  of  Ray  township.  Mr.  Lathrop  de- 
parted this  life  March  5,  1905,  and  is  still 
survived  by  his  wife,  who  was  born  December 
23,  1839,  and  is  therefore  in  her  sixty-sixth 
year. 

Frank  E.  Lathrop  is  the  only  living  repre- 
sentative of  his  branch  of  the  family  in  Ma- 
comb county.  He  pursued  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Armada  and  in  Detroit  Busi- 
ness University,  being  a  graduate  of  both. 
He  has  always  been  identified  with  mercantile 
interests  and  is  to-day  the  proprietor  of  a 
general  store  in  his  native  town.  He  carries  a 
large  line  of  goods,  carefully  selected,  and  his 
earnest  desire  to  please  his  patrons  combined 
with  his  unremitting  diligence  and  honesty 
above  question  have  made  him  a  leading  repre- 
sentative of  trade  circles  here.  He  carries  dry 
goods  and  shoes  and  is  now  sole  owner  of  the 
store  which  was  established  by  his  father, 
who  not  only  owned  this  property  but  had  a 
valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres. 

In  1888  Mr.  Lathrop  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ruth  Barrows,  a  daughter  of  Hiram 
and  Agnes  (Little)  Barrows,  the  former  a 
farmer.  They  had  one  child,  Lawrence  Bar- 
rows, who  was  born  May  27,  1891,  and  is  now 
a  student  in  the  high  school  of  Armaria.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  June  4,  1891,  and  Mr. 
Lathrop  has  since  married  Jean  Hamilton,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  William  B.  and  Sarah 
(Stone)  Hamilton,  the  former  for  many  years 
a  practicing  physician  of  Columbiaville,  La- 
peer county,  Michigan.  Mrs.  Lathrop  belongs 
to  the  Congregational  church  and  is  well 
known  in  social  circles,  while  over  their  own 
home  she  presides  with  gracious  and  charming 
hospitality.  She  belongs  to  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star  and  Mr.  Lathrop  has  various 
fraternal  relations,  being  identified  with  the 
Odd  Fellows  lodge,  the  Supreme  Maccabees 
and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican 
party  and  his  fellow  townsmen,  recognizing 


his  worth  and  ability,  have  called  him  to  office. 
He  served  as  city  alderman  and  city  treasurer 
and  has  always  been  found  loyal  to  the  trust 
reposed  in  him,  whether  in  office,  in  business 
life,  or  as  a  private  citizen.  He  has  always 
lived  in  Armada  and  by  his  carefully  man- 
aged business  affairs  and  active  co-operation 
in  movements  for  the  general  good  he  has 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  toward  the  im- 
provement and  upbuilding  of  his  home 
locality. 


AUGUST  VON  BOESELAGER. 

August  von  Boeselager,  although  yet  a 
young  man  has  gained  for  himself  a  place  in 
the  first  rank  of  the  leading  representatives 
of  the  business  interests  of  Mount  Clemens. 
He  is  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  born 
May  16,  1875,  and  is  a  son  of  Maximilian  and 
Clara  (Von  Oer)  von  Boeselager,  both  of 
whom  were  also  natives  of  Germany,  where 
they  spent  their  entire  lives.  The  ancestry  of 
the  family  can  be  traced  back  through  three 
centuries,  the  representatives  of  the  name 
being  worthy  and  respected  citizens  of  the 
fatherland. 

August  von  Boeselager  pursued  his  edu- 
cation in  Germany,  attending  the  high  and 
military  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  land 
and  sailed  for  America,  hoping  that  he  might 
win  success  through  the  business  opportunities 
afforded  in  the  new  world.  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  a  favorite  uncle  had  come  to  these 
shores  and  had  settled  near  Portland,  Oregon, 
Mr.  von  Boeselager  resolved  to  go  to  that 
city,  but  upon  reaching  Detroit  he  communi- 
cated with  his  uncle  and  found  that  he  intend- 
ed to  return  to  Germany.  Mr.  von  Boeselager 
therefore  resolved  to  remain  in  Michigan  and 
in  consequence  has  become  a  successful  busi- 
ness man  of  this  state.  He  was  at  first  em- 
ployed at  the  city  park  for  one  year,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Battle  Creek,  Michigan, 
where  he  continued  for  two  years,  being  in 
the  employ  of  the  firm  of  McCray  &  Cole, 
florists.  He  afterward  went  to  Port  Huron, 
Michigan,  where  he  remained  for  three  years 
in  the  employ  of  Matt  Ullenbruch,  a  florist. 
He  next  went  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he 
entered  the  flower  store  conducted  by  Will 
Zimmerman,  and  in  1901  he  came  to  Mount 
Clemens,  where  he  was  employed  in  Robert 
Klagge's  greenhouse  in  the  spring  of  1903. 
On  the  15th  of  March  of  that  year  he  pur- 
chased seven  acres  of  land  from  William  Can- 
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field,  adjoining  Mount  Clemens  near  the 
northern  border,  and  erected  a  greenhouse, 
having  twenty-one  thousand  feet  under  glass. 
lie  makes  a  specialty  of  the  production  of 
carnations,  violets,  sweet  peas  and  roses.  He 
gives  particular  attention  to  cut  flowers  and 
bedding  plants  and  beside  the  work  auxiliary 
to  the  hothouse  he  grows  nursery  stock,  in- 
cluding fruit  and  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
bearing  plants  and  in  fact  all  kinds  of  hardy 
plants  that  can  be  grown  outside  the  green- 
house. He  is  to-day  the  proprietor  of  one  of 
the  finest  and  most  modern  floral  establish- 
ments in  the  state,  so  far  as  its  equipment 
and  management  are  concerned.  In  the  brief 
time  that  he  has  been  established  in  Mount 
Clemens  he  has  conducted  a  very  successful 
business  and  has  found  it  necessary  to  add  to 
his  original  three  greenhouses  four  more,  and 
has  greatly  increased  their  capacity  in  order 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
trade  and  to  supply  his  wholesale  customers 
in  outside  cities.  Altogether  he  now  has 
twenty-one  thousand  square  feet  under  glass. 
The  plant  is  equipped  with  a  boiler  of  sixty 
horse-power  and  the  chimney  is  sixty-five  feet 
high.  In  the  spring  of  1904  Mr.  von  Boese- 
lager  erected  a  handsome  new  residence  which 
is  equipped  with  the  German  style  of  finishing 
inside.  It  is  entirely  modern  and  in  fact  is 
one  of  the  fine  homes  of  the  city.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  is 
interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  public  prog- 
ress. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  190-1,  Mr.  von 
Boesehi ger  was  married  to  Miss  Gabrielle,  a 
daughter  of  J.  J.  Noeker,  of  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan. They  have  a  pleasant  home  in  Mount 
Clemens,  where  they  have  made  many  friends. 
Although  a  resident  of  the  city  for  but  a 
brief  period,  Mr.  von  Boeselager  has  gained 
a  place  among  its  leading  business  men  and 
has  developed  an  enterprise  of  extensive  pro- 
portions. His  success  is  being  continually 
augmented  as  the  result  of  his  thorough  under- 
standing of  the  business,  his  capable  manage- 
ment and  untiring  energy  and  he  may  well 
be  classed  with  the  representative  residents  of 
this  city. 


RUSSELL   T.   HAZELTON. 

Russell  T.  Hazelton,  who  follows  farming 
and  dairying  on  sections  14  and  23,  Ray  town- 
ship, was  born  where  he  now  resides  March 
17,  1849.  He  is  a  son  of  Thaddeus  Hazelton, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Newr  York  in   1812 


and  who,  when  a  young  man,  removed  to  Can- 
ada, whence  he  afterward  came  to  Michigan, 
casting  in  his  lot  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Macomb  county.  He  married  Miss  Louisa 
Roberts,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  where  she 
was  reared.  In  order  to  make  a  home  for  his 
wife  Mr.  Hazelton  began  clearing  a  tract  of 
land  upon  which  he  erected  good  buildings 
and  in  course  of  time  he  developed  a  produc- 
tive farm  which  returned  him  good  crops 
annually.  He  lost  his  first  wife  and  later 
married  again,  spending  his  last  years  in  St. 
Clair  county  where  his  death  occurred.  In 
his  family  were  eight  children,  seven  of  whom 
reached  adult  age  but  only  three  are  now 
living.  The  eldest  is  Hiram  Hazelton  of  De- 
troit, who  was  a  prominent  business  man  and 
manufacturer  of  Macomb  county,  being  thus 
identified  with  its  development  for  years.  He 
owned  sawmills,  also  stave  and  heading  mills 
and  manufactured  lumber,  staves  and  head- 
ing on  an  extensive  scale.  He  also  conducted 
a  sash,  door  and  blind  factory  in  Macomb 
county  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  a 
prominent  representative  of  its  lumber  in- 
terests. Nellie  Hazelton  resides  with  her 
brother  Russell. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  Russell 
T.  Hazelton  we  present  to  our  readers  the  life 
record  of  one  who  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  Macomb  county.  The  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  under  the 
parental  roof.  He  removed  with  his  father 
to  a  place  in  Lenox  township  and  it  was  there 
that  his  mother  died.  He  continued  to  assist 
in  the  operation  of  his  father's  land  until 
sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  to 
earn  his  own  living  by  working  by  the  month 
for  his  brother  Hiram  in  the  sash  and  door 
factory  at  New  Baltimore.  There  he  remained 
for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  his 
brother  purchased  and  operated  a  sawmill  at 
New  Haven  and  Russell  T.  Hazelton  remained 
with  him  in  the  conduct  of  the  enterprise  for 
twenty  years.  He  was  then  sent  to  Washing- 
ton, Macomb  county,  where  he  built  a  sawmill 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
staves  and  heading.  He  operated  a  plant 
at  that  point  for  about  thirteen  years  and  in 
the  meantime  he  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead which  his  father  had  opened  up  and 
improved.  Locating  thereon  he  began  farm- 
ing about  1894,  and  has  since  devoted  his 
time  and  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  New  Haven  Elgin 
creamery,  to  which  he  furnishes  milk,  and  is 
well  known  as  a  substantial  farmer,  stock- 
raiser     and     dairyman     and     the     different 
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branches  of  his  business  are  proving*  profita- 
ble, returning  him  a  gratifying  income. 

In  October,  1870,  Mr.  Hazelton  was  married 
in  the  town  of  Lenox,  Macomb  county,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Dusett,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
this  county  and  is  a  daughter  of  Alanson  and 
Betsy  (Chase)  Dusett.  Mrs.  Hazelton  died 
about  1877.  There  were  two  children  by  that 
marriage  but  one  died  in  infancy.  The  other 
is  Jessie,  the  wife  of  Colon  Brownlee,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  at 
Cleveland,  Tennessee.  On  the  1st  of  January, 
1879,  in  New  Haven,  Mr.  Hazelton  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Ida  S. 
Jones,  a  daughter  of  James  Jones  and  a  sister 
of  Charles  H.,  Robert  and  David  F.  Jones. 
There  are  two  children  by  this  marriage : 
Frank  and  Martha  Elizabeth.  The  son  is  a 
teacher  in  Macomb  county  and  will  no  doubt 
make  for  himself  a  good  place  in  the  business 
wrorld. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hazelton  were  formerly  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at 
Washington,  but  are  not  at  this  time  affilia- 
ted with  any  religious  organization.  Politi- 
cally Mr.  Hazelton  is  a  republican  and  is  a 
strong  temperance  man  who  believes  in  prohi- 
bition principles.  He  has  been  elected  and 
re-elected  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a  be- 
liever in  good  schools  and  while  serving  on  the 
school  board  has  done  effective  work  in  be- 
half of  public  education  here.  He  is  a  suc- 
cussful  business  man  and  farmer,  who  owns 
and  operates  the  farm  upon  which  he  wras 
born,  and  in  the  community  is  recognized  as 
a  man  of  upright  character,  widely  known  for 
his  sterling  worth. 


MILO  W.  DAVIS. 

Milo  W.  Davis,  well  known  in  financial 
circles  in  Mount  Clemens,  was  the  real  pro- 
moter and  founder  of  the  Citizens  Savings 
Bank,  and  since  its  organization  has  been  its 
cashier  and  executive  head.  Among  the 
earnest  men  whose  depth  of  character  and 
strict  adherence  to  principle  excite  the  ad- 
miration of  his  contemporaries,  he  is  promi- 
nent. Banking  institutions  are  the  head  of 
the  commercial  body  indicating  the  health- 
fulness  of  trade  and  a  bank  that  follows  a 
safe,  conservative  policy  does  more  to  es- 
tablish public  confidence  in  times  of  wide- 
spread financial  depression  than  anything 
else.  Such  a  course  has  the  Citizens  Savings 
Bank  followed  under  the  able  management  of 
Mr.  Davis. 


A  native  son  of  Macomb  county,  he  w7as 
born  in  the  village  of  Davis,  on  the  24th  of 
April,  1857,  his  grandparents  residing  there 
at  a  very  early  epoch  in  the  development  of 
this  part  of  the  state,  owning  a  farm  upon 
which  eventually  wras  founded  the  town  that 
now  bears  the  family  name.  His  father,  Bela 
R.  Davis,  is  numbered  among  the  pioneer 
residents  of  Macomb  county,  removing  to  the 
west  from  his  native  state  of  New  York,  in 
1840,  and  has  since  engaged  in  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  married  Harriet  Gass 
and  they  still  reside  upon  the  old  homestead 
farm. 

Milo  W.  Davis  wras  a  student  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  afterward 
pursued  his  education  in  the  Goldsmith, 
Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College,  at  De- 
troit, now  the  Detroit  Business  University. 
In  1880  he  became  a  factor  in  mercantile 
circles  of  Davis  as  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Davis  &  McGregor.  This  store  has 
had  a  continuous  existence  and  Mr.  Davis 
has  maintained  his  connection  therewith 
throughout  the  intervening  years,  his  name 
remaining*  in  the  firm  name  until  about  two 
years  ago,  wdien  he  became  the  silent  partner 
under  the  firm  style  of  Giddings,  "Wright  & 
Company.  He  continued  his  residence  in 
Davis  until  the  fall  of  1894,  when  he  was 
elected  on  the  republican  ticket  to  the  office 
of  county  clerk.  Two  years  later  he  was  re- 
elected, receiving  the  largest  majority  given 
to  any  candidate  on  the  ticket  in  his  county. 
Four  years  he  filled  the  position  in  a  most 
creditable  manner,  receiving  the  commenda- 
tion of  all  fair-minded  citizens,  and  thus  with 
an  honorable  record  he  retired  to  private  life. 
In  the  fall  of  1898  he  wTas  a  founder  of  the 
Macomb  County  Savings  Bank,  at  Jjenox, 
and  on  the  1st  of  September,  of  that  year, 
he  wras  made  its  cashier,  acting  in  that  capac- 
ity until  January  1,  1899,  when  he  resigned 
to  again  take  up  his  abode  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens. Here  he  established  a  drug  store,  which 
he  conducted  until  he  formed  the  idea  of 
organizing  a  new  bank,  when  he  sold  his 
store  and  devoted  his  energies  to  the  execu- 
tion of  this  plan.  The  result  is  known  to  all 
citizens  of  Mount  Clemens  and  although  this 
is  the  youngest  of  the  banking  institutions 
of  the  city,  it  has  made  such  rapid  and  satis- 
factory progress  in  the  five  years  of  its  ex- 
istence that  it  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  substantial  banking  concerns  of  eastern 
Michigan.  Mr.  Davis  secured  the  co-opera- 
tion of  a  number  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  Mount  Clemens  and  the  Citizens  Savings 
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Bank  was  capitalized  for  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  stock  of  the  bank  is  not  upon  the 
market,  for  the  original  stockholders  have 
retained  their  interests,  nor  would  they  sell 
at  double  the  price  which  they  paid  for  the 
shares.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders the  following  directors  were  chosen: 
A.  T.  Donaldson,  George  II.  Nichols,  T.  W. 
Newton,  M.  W.  Davis,  W.  F.  Nank,  W,.  S. 
Donaldson,  Joseph  Matthews,  J.  S.  Paganetti 
and  A.  P.  Grim.  The  doors  of  the  bank  were 
opened  for  business  May  31,  1900.  The  insti- 
tution has  made  a  splendid  record. 

The  bank  building  was  leased  for  a  period 
of  ten  years  with  the  right  to  purchase  with- 
in a  year  if  the  stockholders  should  so  de- 
sire. This  was  done,  and  to-day  the  bank 
is  one  of  the  best  equipped  institutions  of  the 
kind  in  this  section  of  the  state,  A  splendid 
burglar-proof  vault  was  built  and  it  also 
contains  safety  deposit  boxes,  which  are  an 
innovation  in  banking  circles  in  Mount 
Clemens'  banking  institutions.  The  annual 
statement  of  the  bank  has  shown  good  in- 
crease in  its  business  in  various  departments 
each  year  and  there  is  to-day  a  paid-up  cap- 
ital stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  with  un- 
divided profits  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  while 
each  year  the  institution  has  paid  its  stock- 
holders an  eight  per  cent  dividend.  While 
Mr.  Davis  has  had  the  co-operation  of  men 
prominent  in  the  business  life  of  Mount 
Clemens,  he  has  been  the  real  head  of  the 
institution  and  to  his  executive  force,  enter- 
prise and  keen  business  discernment  is 
largely  attributable  the  success  which  the 
Citizens  Savings  Bank  has  enjoyed. 

Mr.  Davis'  character  is  largely  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  he  affiliates  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  having  been  made  a  Mason  in 
1895,  in  Macomb  lodge,  No.  64,  A.  F.  &  A.  M, 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Mount  Clemens  chap- 
ter, No.  69,  B.  A.  M.,  and  the  Borneo  com- 
mandery,  K.  T.  He  likewise  holds  member- 
ship with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and 
with  the  Mount  Clemens  Club.  He  has  fig- 
ured to  some  extent  in  political  circles, 
being  a  recognized  advocate  of  republican 
principles,  and  in  addition  to  the  county 
office  which  he  held,  he  served  as  clerk  and 
supervisor  of  Bay  township  for  seven  years 
and  was  postmaster  of  Davis  under  President 
Harrison's  administration.  He  was  married, 
May  6,  1885,  to  Miss  Fannie  M.  Davis,  a 
daughter  of  Homer  Davis,  of  Washington, 
Michigan. 

In  manner  Mr.  Davis  is  courteous  and 
pleasant,  winning  friends  by  his  genial  dis- 


position and  honorable  character,  which  com- 
mands the  respect  of  all.  He  is  public- 
spirited  in  an  eminent  degree  and  through- 
out the  entire  period  of  his  manhood  has 
given  his  support  to  whatever  is  calculated 
to  promote  the  general  welfare.  In  all  the 
relations  of  life,  whether  as  merchant, 
banker,  office  holder  or  private  citizen,  he 
has  always  been  faithful  and  true,  and  in  his 
life  work,  varied  as  it  has  been,  no  shadow 
of  wrong  or  suspicion  ever  darkened  his 
honored  pathway. 


ALFBED  A.  MILTON. 

One  of  the  most  popular  and  influential 
citizens  of  Chesterfield  township  is  Alfred  A. 
Milton,  who  takes  a  very  prominent  part  in 
public  affairs.  He  was  born  August  9,  1854, 
on  his  present  farm  on  section  9,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Lauretta  (Burgess)  Milton.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  England,  his  birth 
having  occurred  near  Wells  in  Somersetshire 
on  the  27th  of  March,  1817,  and  his  parents 
were  William  and  Sarah  (Lewis)  Milton, 
also  natives  of  that  country.  Coming  to  the 
United  States  in  1840,  John  Milton  settled 
in  Chesterfield  township,  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  buying  a  farm  along  the  Church 
road  on  section  9,  where  our  subject  now  re- 
sides. He  at  once  burned  the  timber  off  of  a 
part  of  the  land  to  make  a  clearing  on  which 
to  build  his  residence,  which  is  still  standing. 
In  1854  he  returned  to  England  and  brought 
his  parents  to  this  country,  they  making  their 
home  with  him  until  death,  the  father  dying 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years  and  the  mother 
at  the  extreme  age  of  ninety-six. 

On  the  11th  of  October,'l848,  John  Milton 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lauretta  Bur- 
gess, a  daughter  of  German  and  Victoria 
Burgess,  of  Chesterfield  township.  By  this 
union  four  children  were  born,  but  our  sub- 
ject, the  third  in  order  of  birth,  is  the  only 
one  now  living.  Those  deceased  are  Sara  V., 
who  married  Alvin  Crawford,  of  Chesterfield 
township;  Louis  Ann,  who  married  Eben 
Farr,  of  the  same  township;  and  Buth  L., 
who  went  to  California  for  her  health  and 
died  in  that  state  in  1884,  her  remains  being 
brought  back  home  and  laid  at  rest  in  Hart 
cemetery. 

John  Milton  always  took  a  very  active 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  township  and 
most  capably  filled  the  office  of  supervisor 
for  thirteen  years,  including  the  period 
of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  saved  the  town- 
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ship  from  a  draft  for  the  army  by  ob- 
taining enough  volunteers  to  make  up  the 
quota.  For  several  years  he  also  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  1859,  while  hold- 
ing that  position,  he  united  in  marriage 
Charles  K.  Fulerton  and  Rosana  Card,  old 
settlers  of  Chesterfield  township.  He  was 
prominently  identified  with  school  work  for 
many  years,  being  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  district  No.  2,  and  bore  a  very  im- 
portant part  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  his 
township  and  county.  In  connection  with 
farming  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  commis- 
sion business,  buying  staves,  which  he  shipped 
from  New  Baltimore  and  Salt  River,  having 
his  yards  at  the  latter  place,  and  he  stood 
deservedly  high  in  business,  social  and  politi- 
cal circles.  He  was  a  member  of  Lake  St. 
Clair  lodge,  No.  82,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  which  he 
joined  in  the  '50s,  and  at  his  death,  which 
occurred  November  27,  1883,  he  was  buried 
with  Masonic  honors.  His  widow  still  sur- 
vives him  and  is  living  near  our  subject. 

Beared  on  the  home  farm,  Alfred  A.  Milton 
attended  the  district  school  of  the  neighbor- 
hood and  after  completing  his  education  aided 
his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  land  until 
the  latter 's  death,  when  he  took  complete 
charge  of  the  place.  He  is  a  progressive  and 
energetic  farmer  and  is  meeting  with  well  de- 
served success.  On  the  16th  of  September 
1875,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Ella 
Leonardson,  whose  parents  were  James  and 
Eleanor  Leonardson,  of  Chesterfield  town- 
ship. They  were  natives  of  New  York  state 
and  came  to  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  in  the 
'80s,  settling  on  the  Hart  road  in  Chesterfield 
township,  where  they  made  their  home  until 
death.  Of  their  seven  children,  five  are  still 
living  in  this  county,  one  in  Newaygo  county 
and  one  in  Sanilac  county.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Mil- 
ton have  two  children  :  (I race,  who  is  the  wife 
of  John  Gillett,  a  mail  carrier  of  New  Haven, 
Michigan,  and  Guy  E.,  who  married  Miss 
Berneta  Clemens,  a  daughter  of  Melvin  and 
Anna  Clemens  of  Chesterfield  township,  and 
lives  with  his  father. 

Mr.  Milton  is  a  prominent  Mason,  belong- 
ing to  Mount  Clemens  lodge.  No.  6,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  which  he  joined  by  a  grand  lodge 
demit  from  Lake  St.  Clair  lodge,  No.  82,  where 
he  was  initiated  in  1875.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Mount  Clemens  chapter,  No.  69,  R.  A. 
M.,  and  Mount  Clemens  council,  No.  8,  R.  & 
S.  M.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World  camp,  No.  9,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
George  Washington  court,  No.  1408,  I.  0.  F., 
of  New  Haven,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the 


principal  chairs,  is  past  chief  ranger  and  at 
present  vice  chief  ranger.  The  democratic 
party  finds  in  him  a  stalwart  supporter  of  its 
principles  and  he  has  taken  quite  an  active  in- 
terest in  local  politics,  serving  as  highway  com- 
missioner in  1879,  a  member  of  the  board  01 
review  for  four  years  in  the  '90s,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  of  district  No.  2,  for  a 
number  of  years.  Every  duty  devolving  upon 
him  has  been  most  faithfully  discharged  and 
he  stands  high  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 


CHARLES  STERLING  PROCTER. 

Charles  S.  Procter,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  highly  respected  young 
men  of  Romeo.  He  was  a  native  of  this 
county,  born  on  the  old  Procter  homestead 
in  Washington  township,  March  21,  1867, 
and  was  a  son  of  Luther  and  Harriet  L. 
(Sterling)  Procter,  whose  sketch  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.  He  was  reared 
upon  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Romeo,  completing  the  scientific 
course  by  graduation  with  the  class  of  1886. 
Later  he"  attended  the  Detroit  Business  Col- 
lege for  a  commercial  course. 

Mr.  Procter  assisted  on  the  farm  many 
years,  and  for  some  time  was  a  very  enthu- 
siastic photographer,  many  of  his  fine  pho- 
tographs being  now  in  the  hands  of  his 
friends  and  family. 

Being  in  ill  health  he  went  to  New  Mexico 
in  December,  1903,  with  the  hope  that  a 
change  of  climate  would  prove  beneficial,  but 
he  gradually  grew  worse  and  on  the  17th 
of  March,  1904,  he  passed  away  at  Silver 
City.  Although  so  far  away  from  home  he 
was  not  alone  in  his  last  illness,  for  his  father, 
an  aunt,  Mrs.  Ellen  (Procter)  Mellen,  and 
his  fiancee,  Miss  Mary  A.. Brewer,  were  in 
constant  attendance  for  nearly  four  weeks 
previous  to  his  demise  and  were  present 
when  the  final  summons  came.  His  remains 
were  brought  back  to  Romeo  for  interment 
and  the  party  was  met  by  friends  at  Detroit, 
a  special  car  conveying  them  from  that  city 
to  Romeo. 

Although  quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner, 
Mr.  Procter  possessed  a  lovable  disposition 
and  had  a  cheery  word  for  all,  which  traits 
of  character  gained  him  many  warm  friends, 
and  his  loss  was  deeply  mourned  by  the  en- 
tire community  as  well  as  his  immediate 
family.  As  a  citizen  he  was  prompt  and  true 
to  every  engagement,  and  "as  a  man  he  held 


CHARLES  STERLING  PROCTER. 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


267 


the  honor  and  esteem  of  all  classes  of  peo- 
ple, being  sincere  in  friendship  and  steadfast 
and  unswerving  in  his  loyalty  to  the  right. 
Pie  went  to  Paris  in  1900,  being  offered  a 
position  under  Dr.  Bean,  who  had  charge  of 
the  United  States  forestry  exhibit,  and  he 
spent  some  time  abroad.  Mr.  Procter  was 
an  honored  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  also  of  the  Romeo  Club,  which 
called  a  special  meeting  on  learning  of  his 
death,  the  following  resolutions  being  adopt- 
ed at  that  time : 

Whereas,  An  all  wise  and  overruling 
Providence  has  removed  from  our  midst,  by 
death,  Charles  S.  Procter,  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  our  club ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  deplore  the  loss 
of  an  esteemed  friend,  associate  and  fellow 
citizen,  one  who  will  long  be  remembered  for 
his  kindliness  and  consideration  for  others. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  to  the  bereaved  family  of  the  de- 
ceased at  the  time  of  their  great  affliction 
and  sorrow. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  further  mark  of  our 
respect  for  the  deceased,  the  club  rooms  be 
closed  and  that  the  members  attend  the 
funeral  in  a  body. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread 
upon  the  records  of  the  club  and  that  a  copy 
of  the  same  be  presented  to  the  family  of 
the  departed  and  also  furnished  to  the 
Romeo  Observer  for  publication. 

Committee— L.  E.  BEDELL, 

E.  C.  NEWBURY, 
WILLIAM  GRAY. 


MRS.  SARAH  A.  SAVAGE. 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Savage  has  for  seventy-three 
years  been  a  resident  of  Macomb  county. 
She  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  November  23, 
1828,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Weller,  who  was 
likewise  a  native  of  that  state,  born  June  23, 
1800.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  in 
1832  he  brought  his  family  to  Michigan,  then 
largely  an  undeveloped  state.  He  purchased 
from  the  government  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Chesterfield  township 
and  at  once  began  to  clear  it  preparatory  to 
cultivating  the  fields.  He  improved  a  part  of 
the  farm  but  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
blaeksmithing,  his  services  being  in  constant 
demand.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Maria 
Vanetta,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, June  6,  1802,  and  who  in  1822,  in 
New  Jersey,  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Mr. 


Weller.  They  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  six  are  living:  William, 
who  married  Cordelia  Shaddock,  was  a  car- 
penter and  farmer  of  Chesterfield  township, 
gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican 
party  and  died  in  the  year  1893.  Martin  died 
in  infancy.  Mrs.  Savage  is  the  third  of  the 
family.  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Jacob* 
Brandt,  a  carpenter  and  farmer  of  Detroit, 
wdio  was  also  an  advocate  of  republican  prin- 
ciples, while  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the 
Episcopal  church.  There  were  three  children 
of  that  marriage  and  the  mother  died  in  1871. 
Joseph,  the  fifth  member  of  the  Weller  family, 
who  married  Antoinette  Kennedy,  was  a  car- 
penter of  Romeo.  He  voted  with  the  republi- 
can party  and  held  membership  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church.  Samuel,  who  mar- 
ried Alzura  Brown  and  had  two  children, 
Claude  and  Jane,  is  a  farmer  and  stockman 
living  in  Mount  Clemens  and  votes  with  the 
republican  party.  John  C,  who  married 
Catherine  Connor,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, Myron  and  Jennie  T.,  was  a  farmer  of 
Chesterfield  township  and  is  now  deceased. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  he 
gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican 
party.  Charles,  who  followed  carpentering, 
died  in  1867.  Catherine  M.  became  the  Avife  of 
William  Wycoff,  a  printer  of  Detroit,  like- 
wise a  supporter  of  republican  principles 
Their  only  son,  George,  is  deceased.  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  A.  R.  Knight,  a  farmer  and 
teamster  of  Mount  Clemens,  who  votes  with 
the  republican  party,  and  they  have  four  sons, 
Robert,  Frank,  Walter  and  Burton.  George 
married  Ella  Atwood,  by  whom  he  has  a 
daughter,  Myrtle.  Lie  followrs  farming  in 
Chesterfield  township  and  like  the  others  of 
the  family  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
Grand  Old  Party,  while  his  fraternal  relations 
are  with  the  Masonic  lodge. 

Sarah  A.  Weller  pursued  her  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  and  afterward  con- 
tinued her  studies  in  Mount  Clemens.  She 
was  only  four  years  of  age  when  brought  by 
her  parents  to  this  county,  where  she  has 
since  resided — an  interested  wdtness  of  its 
rapid  and  wonderful  development  and  growth. 
In  early  womanhood  she  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to  James  Savage,  who  was  born  in 
October,  1823,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and 
was  a  son  of  James  and  Anna  (Haines)  Sav- 
age, the  former  born  in  Ireland,  February  25, 
1769,  and  the  latter  in  the  Empire  state,  July 
24,  1778.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing named:     Almond,  born  September  7, 
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1797;  Lois,  February  16,  1799;  Mary,  born 
November  25,  1800 ;  Mehitable,  July  12,  1802 ; 
Henry,  April  4,  1804;  O'Brien,  October  25, 
1805 ;  Sarah,  March  20,  1807 ;  Erastus,  Febru- 
ary 3,  1810;  Emeline,  January  23,  1812; 
William  II.,  March  14,  1816;  Jane,  April  5, 
1818;  Adeline,  March  27,  1821;  and  James, 
October  7,  1824. 

Mr.  Savage  became  a  resident  of  Macomb 
county  in  pioneer  days.  In  early  manhood 
he  worked  for  a  number  of  seasons  as  a  farm 
hand  and  then  with  the  money  which  he  had 
acquired  through  his  industry  and  economy 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  wild  land,  which 
he  at  once  began  to  cultivate.  He  erected 
buildings,  tilled  the  fields  and  continued  in 
the  active  work  of  farming  until  1883,  when 
he  suffered  a  stroke  of  paralysis,  lie  had  led 
a  very  busy  and  useful  life  and  his  farm  was 
the  evidence  of  his  earnest,  persistent  labor 
and  wrell  managed  business  interests. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savage  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children :  William,  born  August  24, 
1857,  has  farming  interests  at  Evart,  Osceola 
county,  Michigan,  and  lives  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens. He  is  a  republican.  He  married  Miss 
Alice  West  and  they  have  seven  children : 
Viola,  Wilmer,  Frank,  Donald,  Helen,  Alice 
and  James.  Fred  C,  born  September  6,  1858, 
is  a  chef  in  San  Jose,  California,  and  votes 
with  the  republican  party.  George  is  de- 
ceased. Clarence,  born  June  23,  1861,  was  a 
molder  at  Port  Huron,  Michigan,  where  he 
died  March  6,  1905.  He  held  membership 
with  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
and  the  Maccabees,  gave  his  political  alle- 
giance to  the  democracy  and  attended  the 
Congregational  church.  He  had  married  Mar- 
garet Curler  and  they  had  two  sons,  Harry 
and  George.  Edith  M.  Savage,  fifth  member 
of  the  family,  was  born  April  27,  1863,  is  en- 
gaged in  dressmaking  and  resides  with  her 
mother  on  South  avenue  in  Mount  Clemens. 
Frank,  born  January  25,  1865,  is  first  mate 
on  a  steam  barge  and  resides  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens. He  votes  the  republican  ticket.  He  mar- 
ried Margaret  Bresau  and  has  a  daughter, 
Catherine  M.  Elmer  G.  Savage,  born  October 
5,  1867,  died  July  6,  1890.  Nettie  M.,  born 
July  5,  1869,  was  the  wife  of  Charles  W.  Rus- 
sell, who  wras  collector  in  Ohio  and  Indiana 
for  the  firm  of  Russell  &  Company  of  Mas- 
silon,  Ohio.  He  was  a  republican  and  died 
in  1899. 

The  sons  of  James  Savage  largely  followed 
in  his  footsteps  politically  for  he  gave  an  un- 
faltering support  to  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  republican  party,  believing  firmly  in  its 


principles  as  most  conducive  to  good  govern- 
ment. He  held  membership  in  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  his  religious  belief  was  a 
permeating  influence  in  his  life,  prompting 
his  kindly  and  considerate  treatment  of  his 
fellowmen  as  well  as  of  his  family.  He  died 
May  25,  1888,  and  his  remains  were  interred 
in  Clinton  t  nvnship  cemetery.  Mrs.  Savage 
still  survives  her  husband  and  makes  her 
home  in  Mount  Clemens.  She  is  well  known 
in  the  city  and  county,  where  for  seventy- 
three  years  she  has  lived,  a  witness  of  great 
changes  and  of  a  transformation  which  has 
converted  the  wilderness  into  a  center  of  civ- 
ilization. 


EDWARD  R.  SANDERSON. 

The  life  record  of  Edward  R.  Sanderson  is 
formed  by  a  long  period  of  activity  in  busi- 
ness circles  crowned  by  a  well  earned  rest, 
for  he  is  now  living  retired  in  Romeo,  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  his  former  labor.  For 
many  years  he  figured  as  one  of  the  active 
and  successful  farmers  of  St.  Clair  county 
and  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of 
this  portion  of  the  state,  having  located  in 
St.  Clair  county  in  1850. 

Like  many  of  the  representative  citizens 
of  eastern  Michigan,  Mr.  Sanderson  claims 
New  York  as  the  state  of  his  nativity,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Herkimer  county, 
November  21,  1831.  The  family  was  estab- 
lished in  the  new  world  in  colonial  days  and 
his  grandfather,  Elnathan  Sanderson,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts  in  the  year  which 
gave  birth  to  the  American  republic — the 
year  in  which  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence was  signed.  He  was  the  youngest  in 
a  family  of  fourteen  children  and  in  1806 
he  removed  from  the  old  Bay  state  to  New 
York,  settling  in  Herkimer  county.  His  son, 
David  Sanderson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  was  reared  in 
Herkimer  county,  New  York,  and  when  he 
had  reached  man's  estate  was  married  to 
Miss  Polly  Briggs,  who  wras  born  in  New 
York,  August  6,  1811.  He  then  devoted  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  Her- 
kimer county  for  a  number  of  years,  while 
later  he  removed  to  Geauga  county,  Ohio, 
arriving  there  in  May,  1834.  He  followed 
farming  in  that  locality  for  a  number  of 
years  and  then  removed  to  Michigan  in  1850. 
The  following  year  he  located  just  across 
the  boundary  line  of  Macomb  county  in  St. 
Clair  county,  where  he  purchased  wild  land 
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that  was  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of 
timber.  This  he  had  to  clear  away  before 
he  could  plant  crops,  but  his  persistent  ef- 
forts soon  wrought  a  transformation  in  the 
place,  and  where  once  were  seen  tall  trees 
there  were  later  found  fields  of  waving 
grain.  He  continued  to  engage  in  farming 
upon  the  old  homestead  there  and  departed 
this  life  in  January,  1884.  His  wife  had 
passed  away  in  1867. 

Edward  R.  Sanderson  was  the  oldest  of 
five  children,  all  of  whom  reached  mature 
years.  Mary,  the  next  in  order  of  birth, 
was  born  May  20,  1834,  and  married  James 
Pincombe,  but  is  now  deceased.  Melissa, 
born  October  9,  1839,  is  the  wife  of  Laban 
Hause,  of  Memphis,  Michigan.  Esther,  born 
January  6,  1842,  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Purdy. 
George  W.,  born  January  6,  1848,  married 
Jessie  Schuman  and  is  now  at  Palm  Beach, 
Florida. 

Edward  R.  Sanderson  came  to  Michigan 
when  a  young  man  of  nineteen  years.  He 
had  attended  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  but 
is  largely  self-educated,  his  mind  being  con- 
tinually broadened  by  experience  in  the 
business  world  as  well  as  through  reading 
and  observation  until  he  is  now  a  well  in- 
formed man.  He  assisted  his  father  in  the 
development  of  the  home  farm  in  St.  Clair 
county  and  afterward  purchased  land  and 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  in 
that  county  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He 
made  a  specialty  of  dairying  and  his  prod- 
ucts from  the  dairy  found  a  ready  sale  on 
the  market.  He  erected  a  good  residence 
and  was  one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists 
of  his  portion  of  the  state,  having  a  valuable 
farm  of  six  hundred  acres,  of  which  five 
hundred  acres  was  under  cultivation.  He 
made  many  improvements  upon  his  place, 
operating  the  fields  with  the  latest  improved 
machinery,  and  his  dairy  plant  was  also 
splendidly  equipped.  He  kept  sixty  cows 
for  dairy  purposes  and  for  forty  years  was 
successfully  and  extensively  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cheese. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1858,  Mr.  San- 
derson was  married  in  Bruce  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  to  Miss  Julia  E.  Edgett,  who 
was  born  in  that  township,  March  20,  1837, 
and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  Her 
father,  Albert  Edgett,  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Macomb  county.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Ontario  county,  New  York,  Febru- 
ary 3,  1805,  his  fatherbeing  Peter  Edgett, 
who  was  also  born  in  the  Empire  state  in 
1770  and  died  December  13,  1831.    The  son 


was  reared  in  Ontario  county  and  was  there 
married  to  Miss  Lucy  H.  Adams,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Susannah  (Morse)  Adams.  She 
was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  April  22,  1807, 
but  was  reared  in  the  Empire  state.  To 
Albert  Edgett  and  wife  were  born  one  son 
and  six  daughters:  Cleora,  born  March  9, 
1829,  was  married  July  20,  1854,  to  Samuel 
Babcock,  who  died  in  1897,  while  her  death 
occurred  June  19,  1882.  Phebe  P.,  born 
February  21,  1831,  was  married  July  20, 
1854,  to  Hart  Perkins,  and  they  reside  in 
Oxford,  Michigan.  Louisa  H.,  born  Decem- 
ber 13,  1832,  was  married  November  28, 
1853,  to  Jacob  T.  B.  Spillman,  who  died  in 
1897,  and  she  makes  her  home  in  Romeo. 
Marietta  E.,  born  October  25,  1834,  was  mar- 
ried March  4,  1857,  to  Samuel  F.  Aldrich, 
wrho  died  August  3,  1894.  Julia  E.  is  the  next 
of  the  family.  Martha  J.,  born  June  25,  1839, 
was  married  November  7,  1878,  to  Levi  W. 
Cole,  and  died  March  14,  1901.  Albert  P., 
born  August  20,  1841,  married  Sarah  Hobbs, 
of  Louisiana,  during  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  Sanderson  removed  from  the  farm  to 
Romeo  in  1890,  purchasing  residence  prop- 
erty on  Main  street,  where  he  has  since  lived 
retired.  He  has  invested  his  capital  in  Mich- 
igan lands  and  gives  his  supervision  to  his 
property  interests,  but  otherwise  is  enjoy- 
ing a  well  earned  rest.  He  has  been  a  stanch 
republican  since  casting  his  first  presidential 
ballot  for  the  first  candidate  of  that  party- 
John  C.  Fremont — in  1856.  He  has  never 
sought  or  desired  office,  but  has  given  his 
attention  to  his  farm  and  business  affairs 
and  his  close  application  and  energy  have 
been  rewarded  by  a  handsome  competence. 
His  wife  holds  membership  in  theMethodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Romeo  and  he  attends 
its  services  with  her  and  contributes  to  its 
support.  He  manifested  his  loyalty  to  his 
native  country  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
by  enlisting  in  March,  1865,  as  a  member  of 
Company  D,  Twenty-second  Michigan  In- 
fantry. He  went  south  to  Chattanooga, 
where  he  remained  for  three  months  and 
was  then  transferred  to  Company  B,  Twen- 
ty-ninth Michigan  Infantry,  with  which  he 
did  guard  duty  along  the  railroad,  serving 
in  that  capacity  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
until  mustered  out.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1865,  and  he  is  now  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  post  at  Romeo,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  commander.  He  is  recog- 
nized as  a  man  of  good  business  capacity  and 
of  sound  judgment,  whose  affairs  have  been 
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capably  managed  while  the  visible  evidence 
of  his  life  of  thrift  and  industry  is  the  prop- 
erty which  he  owns  in  Romeo  and  in  Ma- 
comb and  St.  Clair  counties. 


JOHN  W.  SWITZER. 

John  W.  Switzer,  born  January  7,  1847, 
in  Erie  county,  New  York,  is  of  German  line- 
age, his  parents  being  George  and  Elizabeth 
(Fisher)  Switzer,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in 
1827.  The  father  died  August  24,  1887,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  February  28,  1895, 
their  remains  being  interred  in  the  Utica 
cemetery. 

John  W.  Switzer  was  brought  to  Michigan 
by  his  parents  when  only  eight  years  of  age, 
the  family  home  being  established  on  a  farm 
near  Disco,  where  he  remained  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority.  He  was  educated  in 
the  old  Ewell  school  and  began  life  as  a  clerk 
in  the  general  store  owned  by  Perry  Everett, 
with  whom  he  remained  as  a  salesman  for  five 
years  and  was  then  admitted  to  a  partnership, 
while  later  he  became  sole  owner.  He  conduct- 
ed this  business  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  his  building  and  stock  were  en- 
tirely destroyed  by  fire,  causing  him  a  loss 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  as  he  had  no  in- 
surance. The  fire  occurred  on  Tuesday, 
and  on  the  following  Saturday  he  resumed 
business  in  another  building  with  an  en- 
tirely new  stock  of  goods.  After  remaining 
in  Davis  for  another  year  he  sold  his  store 
there  and  in  1880  removed  to  Disco  where  he 
opened  a  general  store  and  here  he  had  built 
up  a  lucrative  business  when  his  stock  and 
store  were  again  destroyed  by  fire.  He  car- 
ried little  insurance  at  that  time.  He  re- 
sumed business,  however,  with  remarkable 
courage  and  determination,  though  these  ex- 
periences would  have  utterly  disheartened 
many  a  man.  He  has  steadily  advanced 
through  determined  and  earnest  purpose, 
meeting  his  reverses  with  remarkable  forti- 
tude and  making  the  most  of  his  position.  He 
has  a  well  equipped  store  and  is  enjoying  a 
liberal  patronage.  Moreover,  he  has  the  entire 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Switzer  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Protestant  church  in  which  he  takes  a  very  ac- 
tive and  helpful  part,  doing  all  in  his  power 
to  promote  the  growth  of  the  church  and  ex- 
tend its  influence.  With  the  exception  of  one 
year  he  has  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  since  1890  and  has  been  secre- 


tary of  the  Shelby  circuit.  In  politics  he  is  an 
earnest  republican  and  since  1886  has  served 
as  postmaster  of  Disco,  while  for  eight  years 
he  was  township  clerk. 

In  1882  Mr.  Switzer  was  married  to  Miss 
Margaret  Frances  Gass,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Margaret  (Stitt)  Gass.  who  were  early 
settlers  in  Ray  township.  She  was  educated 
in  the  old  stone  schoolhouse  of  that  township 
on  the  farm  owned  by  Mr.  Gass  and  also  at- 
tended school  in  Davis  and  the  Plica  high 
school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Switzer  have  one  son, 
Hugh  Gass,  who  entered  the  schools  of  Disco 
and  is  now  in  his  third  year  in  the  high  school 
in  Ptiea.  Mrs.  Switzer,  like  her  husband,  is 
an  earnest  Christian,  and  they  are  both  identi- 
fied with  the  Maccabees  order,  lie  is  one  of 
its  charter  members  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Gleaners,  lie  has  been  quite  successful, 
notwithstanding  the  difficulties  that  he  has 
met,  and  he  possesses  a  firm  purpose  that  en- 
ables him  to  overcome  all  obstacles  in  his  path 
and  to  work  his  way  steadily  upward.  lie  is 
to-day  numbered  among  the  men  of  affluence 
in  his  community  and  he  certainly  deserves 
much  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished. 

ISAAC  N.  BRABB. 

Isaac  N.  Brabb  was  a  representative  of  a 
family  whose  name  figures  conspicuously  and 
honorably  upon  the  pages  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty's history.  He  was  a  well-known  citizen 
of  Romeo  and  became  a  leading  business 
man  and  land-owner.  His  life  work  in  many 
respects  was  worthy  of  emulation  and  as 
the  years  passed  he  won  not  only  a  comfort- 
able competence  but  an  honorable  name.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Macomb  county,  August 
15,  1833,  his  parents  being  Isaac  and  Han- 
nah Brabb,  who  were  natives  of  England, 
and  with  five  children  came  to  America  in 
1830,  settling  in  Macomb  county  when  this 
state  was  still  a  territory.  They  are  mentioned 
in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  George  W. 
Brabb  and  Mrs.  J.  II.  Brabb  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  Isaac  N.  Brabb  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  through  the  expe- 
riences of  later  life.  He  became  well  read 
concerning  current  literature  and  important 
subjects  of  the  day  and  he  also  kept  in  touch 
with  matters  of  general  interest.  In  early 
life  his  attention  was  given  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  he  owned  and  operated  a  large 
farm,  which  he  successfully  conducted  for 
some  years. 

Mr.  Brabb  was  married  in  Macomb  county, 
in  1864,  to  Miss  Olive  Eliza  Manley,  who  was 
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born  in  1841  in  this  county  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joel  Manley,  who  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, born  in  Rutland  in  1810.  When  a 
young  man  he  came  to  Michigan  and  was 
engaged  in  teaching  for  several  years  in  the 
public  schools.  He  also  taught  vocal  music. 
After  arriving  at  years  of  maturity  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Julia  Wilcox,  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire state  and  a  daughter  of  Elias  Wilcox, 
who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  locating  in 
Michigan  in  1824.  Joel  Manley  was  a  prom- 
inent farmer,  who  owned  and  operated  a 
valuable  tract  of  land.  He  also  figured  prom- 
inently in  public  affairs  and  contributed  in 
substantial  measure  to  the  improvement  of 
the  county  and  was  elected  and  re-elected  as 
county  surveyor,  filling  the  office  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  was  quite  active  in  local 
politics  and  served  in  numerous  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  In  early  life  he  attended 
the  Congregational  church,  having  been 
reared  in  that  faith,  but  later  he  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  was  one  of 
its  active  and  capable  workers.  He  served 
as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for 
a  number  of  years  and  his  efforts  proved  of 
value  in  promoting  the  growth  of  the  school 
and  in  extending  the  influence  of  the  church. 
In  the  various  relations  of  life  he  was  an  ac- 
tive and  useful  citizen  and  commanded  the 
unqualified  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
Jowmen.  He  died  in  1884,  leaving  behind  him 
an  untarnished  name.  His  wife,  surviving 
him  for  a  few  years,  passed  away  in  1887. 

Following  his  marriage,  Mr.  Brabb  resided 
on  the  old  homestead  farm,  which  he  con- 
ducted and  operated  for  a  number  of  years, 
or  until  1891.  In  January  of  that  year  he 
lost  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  old  homestead. 
They  had  become  the  parents  of  three  sons 
and  a  daughter:  Ernest  Manley,  who  is  now 
living  in  Romeo;  Howard  Stanley,  who  died 
in  January,  1895,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years;  Robert  II.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  jew- 
elry business  in  Yypsilanti;  and  Clara  Ade- 
laide, a  teacher  of  music  in  the  conservatory 
at  Yypsilanti,  Michigan.  They  adopted  a 
daughter,  Mae,  when  four  years  of  age, 
whom  they  reared,  educated  and  loved  as 
their  own.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Robert 
Rood,  of  Romeo. 

Mr.  Brabb  was  again  married,  November 
16,  1891,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Lucelia  (.Manley)  Cannon,  a  sister  to  his 
first  wife,  who  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Macomb  county,  and  in  early  life 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for  several 
years.     She  first  gave  her  hand  in  marriage 


to  Levi  Cannon  in  December,  1868.  He  was 
a  native  of  the  Empire  state  and  when  a 
young  man  came  to  Michigan.  For  some 
years  he  was  engaged  in  locating  pine  lands 
and  in  estimating  the  value  of  timber,  and 
later  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  manu- 
facture of  lumber.  He  was  thus  identified 
with  one  of  the  leading  business  interests  of 
the  state — an  industry  that  has  contributed 
perhaps  more  largely  to  the  prosperity  of 
Michigan  than  any  one  line  of  business.  His 
career  proved  that  success  and  an  honored 
name  can  be  won  simultaneously.  He  died 
in  1886,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Fol- 
lowing the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Can- 
non settled  up  the  estate  and  also  the  estate 
of  her  father  and  later  removed  to  Romeo, 
where  she  afterward  gave  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage to  Isaac  N.  Brabb, 

Subsequent  to  his  removal  to  Romeo  Mr. 
Brabb  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business 
and  also  in  loaning  money.  He  was  a  suc- 
cessful business  man  and  financier,  well 
known  in  Macomb  and  adjoining  counties. 
He  became  interested  in  northern  Michigan 
by  visiting  Bay  View  in  1886  and  purchased 
a  cottage  on  Glendale  avenue,  where,  with 
his  family,  he  spent  thirteen  successive  sum- 
mers most  enjoyably.  Both  by  inheritance 
and  frugality  he  acquired  a  competence  and 
was  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  his  town, 
reliable  and  steadfast,  alive  to  every  inter- 
est and  betterment  for  rich  and  poor. 

Politically  Mr.  Brabb  was  a  stanch  repub- 
lican, taking  an  active  interest  in  local  poli- 
tics as  well  as  in  national  elections.  He  was 
chosen  by  popular  vote  to  the  office  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  which  position  he  filled  for 
twenty  years,  discharging  his  duties  in  a 
manner  which  reflected  credit  upon  himself 
and  proved  eminently  satisfactory  to  his  con- 
stituents. He  also  served  as  a  delegate  to 
many  county  and  state  conventions  and  filled 
various  township  and  village  offices  of  trust. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  president  of 
the  Macomb  County  Pioneer  Society. 

Mr.  Brabb  was  a  prominent  and  consist- 
ent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  being  converted  when  a  young  man, 
and  he  contributed  liberally  to  church  and 
benevolent  purposes.  He  served  on  the  offi- 
cial board  for  twenty-five  years.  While  of 
a  liberal  faith  that  recognized  every  Chris- 
tian as  his  brother,  he  was  ever  loyal  to  the 
church  of  his  choice  and  particularly  to  its 
Sunday-school,  of  which  he  was  for  many 
years  a  superintendent  and  teacher  and 
afterward,  to  the  time  of  his  death,  a  faith- 
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ful  member  of  the  senior  Bible  class.  He  left 
behind  him  the  record  of  an  untarnished  life, 
for  he  ever  displayed  the  sterling  traits  of 
character  that  constitute  an  honorable,  up- 
right manhood.  He  died  in  Paris,  France, 
July  12,  1900. 

Mr.  Brabb  had  been  an  extensive  traveler 
in  his  own  country  and  in  1862  he  crossed 
the  ocean  to  visit  his  ancestral  home  in  Eng- 
land and  also  to  attend  the  World's  Fair 
held  in  the  Crystal  Palace  in  London.  He 
attended  the  Centennial  at  Philadelphia  in 
1876,  the  Cotton  Exposition  at  Atlanta  in 
1882,  the  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago 
in  1893,  the  Tennessee  Centennial  at  Nash- 
ville in  1897,  and  soon  afterward  became  in- 
terested in  plans  for  the  Paris  Exposition  of 
1900. 

With  his  wife  and  niece,  Dr.  Alice  Brabb, 
he  joined  a  party  of  seventy-five  people,  with 
Professor  G.  W.  E.  Hill,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
as  conductor,  for  a  tour  through  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  continent,  leaving  Romeo  May 
31  for  the  trip.  It  was  an  ideal  company  and 
no  member  enjoyed  every  day  and  every 
change  of  scenery  more  than  he,  until  from 
his  own  appreciation  he  became  a  general 
favorite  by  his  helpfulness  for  the  enjoyment 
of  others.  So  the  tour  of  Ireland  and  Eng- 
land, thence  across  to  Holland,  Austria, 
Germany,  Italy  and  Switzerland  was  com- 
pleted and  he  reached  Paris  with  great 
expectations  for  the  novelties  of  that  gay 
city,  only  to  receive  on  the  following  morn- 
ing a  sudden  summons  to  the  home  beyond. 
The  cause  of  his  death  was  an  organic  heart 
trouble,  an  ailment  of  many  years'  standing, 
but  scarcely  seeming  to  affect  his  general 
health,  which  was  uniformly  good,  although 
he  anticipated  death  from  that  disease.  His 
daily  life  was  such  that  wherever  and  when- 
ever the  call  came  he  was  ready,  but  those 
who  were  called  upon  to  face  the  conditions 
of  death  in  a  foreign  country  learned  their 
utter  helplessness  before  the  majesty  of 
French  law,  and  only  those  who  may  be 
placed  in  similar  circumstances  can  ever  un- 
derstand the  difference  between  the  coming 
of  that  ever  unwelcome  visitor  in  the  quiet 
of  one's  own  home  and  in  the  fourth  story 
of  a  Parisian  hotel  when  all  France  was  cele- 
brating its  greatest  national  fete  days,  with 
all  the  world  as  an  audience. 

A  life-long  and  ardent  republican  Mr. 
Brabb  had,  during  the  trip,  been  particu- 
larly loyal  to  his  country  and  to  the  flag, 
which  he  never  failed  to  salute,  it  being  a 
fancy  of  his  to  sing  "America"  and  "Michi- 


gan, My  Michigan,"  at  least  once  in  every 
country,  the  last  time  for  him  having  been 
while  standing  on  the  top  of  the  Leaning 
Tower  of  Pisa. 

The  remains  were  embalmed  and  a  beauti- 
ful service  held  in  the  suite  of  rooms  before 
the  party  left  for  America  and  everything 
that  the  loyal  friends  of  that  company  could 
do  was  gladly  done  for  the  wife  so  suddenly 
bereft,  the  presence  of  two  of  our  own  towns- 
men, Charles  Procter  and  C.  Fred  Thomp- 
son, who  had  been  residents  of  Paris  for  sev- 
eral months,  being  of  almost  inestimable  as- 
sistance in  the  time  of  such  great  need. 

For  the  service  there  Professor  G.  W.  E. 
Hill  wTas  in  charge  and  in  a  touching  prayer 
commended  all  to  the  care  of  the  tender 
Father,  the  united  company  sang  "Jesus, 
Lover  of  My  Soul,"  Rev.  Lewis  Willsey,  pas- 
tor of  the  Methodist  church  of  St.  James, 
Minnesota,  followed  with  a  brief  address 
from  the  text :  ' '  The  righteous  shall  be  held 
in  everlasting  remembrance."  Howard 
Smith  of  Pipestone,  Minnesota,  gave  a  tenor 
solo,  "Paradise,"  and  the  party  united  in 
singing  "Near,  My  God,  to  Thee."  The  me- 
tallic casket,  enclosed  in  another  of  heavy 
American  oak,  was  completely  covered  with 
long-stemmed  roses  and  carnations,  the  gift 
of  the  sympathetic  company. 

After  many  delays  by  accident  and  storm, 
the  party,  accompanying  the  remains  of  their 
deceased  member,  reached  Detroit  August 
11,  and  the  following  day,  just  one  month 
from  the  day  of  Mr.  Brabb 's  death,  the  final 
service  was  conducted  in  his  own  home  on 
Pleasant  street,  whre  the  casket  was  cov- 
ered with  choicest  flowers  and  under  drapery 
of  the  flag  that  he  loved,  the  remains  were 
placed  at  rest  at  last  in  the  Brabb  vault  in 
the  Romeo  cemetery,  more  than  four  thou- 
sand miles  from  the  scene  of  his  death,  and 
the  sense  of  satisfaction  to  the  wife  who  had 
endured  so  much  to  accomplish  that  purpose 
was  beyond  words  for  expression. 

The  home  service  was  conducted  by  his 
pastor,  Rev.  0.  F.  Winton,  assisted  by  his 
Bible  class  teacher,  Rev.  H.  S.  White,  the 
text  used  being  the  same  on  both  occasions. 
There  was  a  quartette  of  singers  and  Mrs. 
Jessie  Reed,  as  soloist,  gave  a  favorite  of 
the  deceased,  "The  Home  of  the  Soul." 

Following  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs. 
Brabb  settled  up  the  estate  and  educated  the 
children.  For  this  purpose  she  removed  to 
Yypsilanti  that  they  might  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  State  Normal  School,  and 
after  receiving  instruction  there  Miss  Clara 
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Brabb  was  graduated  from  the  Conservatory 
of  Music  and  has  since  been  a  teacher  of 
music  in  that  institution.  In  1904  Mrs. 
Brabb  returned  to  Eomeo,  purchased  a  lot 
and  built  a  neat  residence  on  Main  street, 
where  she  now  resides.  She  is  a  woman  of 
superior  business  capacity  and  enterprise  and 
has  managed  her  affairs  with  excellent  judg- 
ment and  keen  discrimination.  She  also  pos- 
sesses superior  literary  taste  and  has  long 
been  a  correspondent  for  the  Detroit  papers, 
and  in  her  reading  has  become  familiar  with 
the  best  authors  of  ancient  and  modern  times. 
She  ranks  high  in  the  social  circles  of 
Eomeo. 


EUGENE  H.  LAMB. 

Eugene  II.  Lamb  has  been  a  resident  of  Ma- 
comb county  throughout  his  entire  life,  living 
upon  the  farm,  for  which  he  holds  the  old 
original  patents  granted  by  the  government 
to  his  grandfather,  Otis  Lamb.  The  family 
name  has  ever  been  a  synonym  for  integrity 
in  this  part  of  the  state  and  its  representa- 
tives have  done  much  toward  the  agricultural 
development  of  the  county.  Eugene  II.  Lamb, 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  ancestors,  has 
become  one  of  the  thrifty  farmers,  stock- 
breeders and  dealers  in  Washington  township 
and  upon  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  is  largely  engaged  in  the  raising  of 
Duroc-Jersey  hogs  and  Durham  cattle. 

The  date  of  his  birth  is  March  25,  1852. 
His  father,  Edwin  Lamb,  is  also  a  native  of 
Macomb  county,  having  been  born  on  what  is 
known  as  the  old  Lamb  homestead  farm  in 
April,  1825.  The  grandfather,  Otis  Lamb, 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  October 
16,  1790.  lie  was  there  reared  and  became  a 
tanner  and  currier  by  trade.  Removing  from 
his  native  state  to  Canada,  he  continued  in 
that  line  of  business  and  during  his  residence 
in  the  English  province  was  married.  Later 
he  removed  to  Genesee  county,  New  York, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  he  also 
worked  at  his  trade  of  tanning  there.  In  1823 
he  removed  west  to  Michigan,  finding  it 
largely  an  undeveloped  region  and  he  entered 
land  from  the  government,  covering  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Settling 
upon  that  place  in  1824,  he  at  once  began  to 
clear  and  improve  it  and  also  established  a  tan- 
nery in  the  county,  doing  work  in  that  line  for 
Macomb  and  adjoining  counties.  He  was 
prominent  and  influential  in  public  affairs, 
serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  also  as 


postmaster,  and  his  influence  was  ever  exerted 
in  behalf  of  progress,  improvement  and  up- 
building. 

Edwin  Lamb  was  born  and  reared  on  the 
old  family  homestead  and  later  succeeded  to 
the  ownership  of  the  place.  He  aided  in  its 
early  development  and  improvement  and  car- 
ried on  farm  work  through  a  long  period. 
He  was  married  here,  June  29,  1851,  to  Miss 
Caroline  Stone,  a  native  of  Macomb  county, 
and  a  daughter  of  Aaron  Stone,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  and  became  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  section  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Lamb 
continued  his  farming  operations  and  erected 
a  neat  and  commodious  brick  residence.  He 
also  built  barns  and  other  outbuildings  and  in 
fact  added  all  modern  improvements  to  his 
place.  In  connection  with  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  he  engaged  in  raising  pure  blooded  Dur- 
ham cattle  and  was  a  successful,  prosperous 
agriculturist  and  stock-raiser.  His  entire  life 
was  passed  on  the  old  homestead  and  he  was 
called  to  his  final  rest  February  10,  1890.  A 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  was  true 
to  its  teachings,  exemplifying  in  his  life  its 
beneficent  principles.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  republican.  He  was  a  man  whom  to 
know  was  to  respect  and  honor.  His  widow 
survives  her  husband  and  resides  with  her 
son  on  the  old  home  place.  In  their  family 
were  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  yet  living,  the  eldest  being  Eugene 
H.,  of  this  review.  The  others  are:  Dr. 
Elmer  E.  Lamb,  who  is  a  physician  engaged 
in  practice  at  Republic,  Michigan;  Dr.  A.  R. 
Lamb,  who  is  retired  from  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  resides  upon  the  home  farm; 
Metta  A.,  the  wife  of  I.  N.  Terpening  of  South 
Lyons,  Michigan,  and  Ida  A.,  who  is  a  teacher 
of  French  and  German  in  the  high  school  at 
Lansing,  Michigan. 

Eugene  H.  Lamb  was  reared  opon  his 
father's  farm  and  pursued  his  education  in 
the  Washington  school.  Throughout  the 
period  of  his  youth  he  assisted  in  the  farm 
work  as  time  and  opportunity  permitted  and 
following  his  father's  death  took  charge  of 
the  old  home  place,  on  which  he  has  since 
made  some  improvements.  He  raises  good 
crops  and  in  connection  with  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  breeding 
and  sale  of  Durham  cattle  and  Duroc-Jersey 
hogs,  owning  some  fine  animals.  His  business 
ability  is  well  known  to  his  neighbors  and 
finds  visible  proof  in  the  success  which  is  at- 
tending his  labors. 

Mr.  Lamb  was  married  in  Washington  town- 
ship, March  25,  1879,  to  Miss  Ida  M.  Davis, 
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a  daughter  of  Milo  W.  Davis,  who  was  born 
in  New  York,  but  became  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  state  and  one  of  the  first  con- 
ductors on  the  Michigan  Central  railroad. 
Mrs.  Lamb  was  born  at  Ypsilanti,  Michigan, 
but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Washington. 
There  are  four  children  of  this  marriage : 
Leona  I. ;  Ray  0.,  who  is  supply  clerk  for  the 
mining  company  in  Trimountain,  Michigan; 
Cass-  A.,  wha  is  a  student  in  Lansing;  and 
Harry  M.,  a  student  in  the  high  school  of 
Romeo. 

Politically  Mr.  Lamb  is  a  republican  where 
national  issues  are  involved,  but  he  has  never 
sought  or  desired  office,  preferring  to  give  his 
attention  to  his  business  affairs.  He  and  his 
family  attend  the  Union  church  of  Washing- 
ton and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Maccabees 
lodge,  a  fraternal  insurance  organization. 
Having  spent  his  entire  life  in  Macomb  county 
he  is  well  known  to  many  of  its  citizens  and 
there  have  been  displayed  in  his  life  work  the 
many  sterling  traits  of  character  which  have 
been  the  means  of  broadening  his  circle  of 
friends  and  gaining  for  him  the  admiration 
and  respect  of  those  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact. 


BURTON  T.  BATES. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Chesterfield 
township  throughout  his  active  business  life 
and  now  owns  and  operates  the  old  homestead 
on  section  5,  where  he  was  born  December  25, 
1870.  He  is  a  son  of  Eli  II.  and  Cerinda 
(Hazelton)  Bates,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
York  state  and  the  latter  of  Canada.  The 
father's  birth  occurred  on  the  28th  of  May, 
1832,  and  he  was  therefore  only  three  years 
old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  in  1835. 
Our  subject's  grandfather,  Ezra  Bates,  de- 
cided to  locate  in  Chesterfield  township  and 
purchased  the  farm  of  Peter  Hart,  who  had 
taken  up  the  land  from  the  government.  To 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  this 
property  he  at  once  turned  his  attention  and 
in  converting  the  wild  land  into  a  good  farm 
he  underwent  all  the  hardships  usually  ex- 
perienced by  the  early  settlers.  In  those  early 
days  in  order  to  get  his  grain  ground  into 
flour  he  had  to  drive  to  Frederick's  mill  near 
Mount  Clemens.  He  was  a  very  active  and 
prominent  member  of  the  Free  Baptist  church 
of  New  Haven,  of  which  he  was  a  deacon  for 
many  years.     When  the  country  became  in- 


volved in  a  second  war  with  England,  in  1812, 
he  entered  the  service,  becoming  a  member  of 
a  New  York  cavalry  regiment.  His  son  James 
was  a  soldier  of  Company  A,  Ninth  Michigan 
Volunteer  Infantry,  during  the  Civil  war  and 
was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Murfrees- 
boro.  When  released  he  returned  home  but 
his  imprisonment  had  broken  down  his  health 
and  he  died  soon  afterward. 

Amid  frontier  scenes  Eli  II.  Bates  grew  to 
manhood  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  to  be  of 
any  assistance  he  aided  in  the  arduous  task 
of  transforming  wild  timber  land  into  a  good 
farm,  in  the  meantime  receiving  his  literary 
education  in  the  district  schools  near  his  home. 
He  spent  his  entire  life  upon  the  old  home- 
stead with  the  exception  of  three  years  when 
he  lived  on  the  farm  which  he  had  purchased 
one  mile  north  of  the  home  place.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  the 
parental  roof  in  order  to  take  care  of  his 
father  in  his  declining  years  and  look  after  the 
farm.  Taking  an  active  interest  in  educa- 
tional affairs,  he  served  as  a  director  on  the 
school  board  of  district  No.  3,  and  always 
gave  his  support  to  any  measure  which  he 
believed  calculated  to  promote  the  moral,  in- 
tellectual or  material  welfare  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  lived.  He  attended  the  Bap- 
tist church  of  New  Haven,  and  his  death, 
which  occurred  November  10,  1895,  was 
deeply  mourned  by  many  friends  as  well  as 
his  immediate  family.  He  left  only  one  child 
—Burton  T.,  of  this  review.  His  wife  had 
died  on  the  25th  of  February,  1872. 

Burton  T.  Bates  is  indebted  to  the  district 
schools  for  the  educational  privileges  he  en- 
joyed during  boyhood.  Owing  to  his  father's 
failing  health  the  responsibility  of  operating 
the  farm  fell  upon  his  shoulders  at  the  early 
age  of  seventeen  years,  and  after  the  father's 
death  he  remodeled  the  house  and  made  many 
other  improvements,  so  that  he  now  has  a 
thoroughly  modern  and  attractive  farm. 

On  the*  14th  of  November,  1895,  Mr.  Bates 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nellie  M. 
Jones  and  to  them  were  born  two  children, 
but  only  one  is  now  living,  Beulah  M.  Gladys 
C.  died  November  29,  1904.  Mrs.  Bates' 
father  was  Frank  Jones,  of  Ray  township. 
He  was  born  in  Meade,  Macomb  county,  in 
1850,  a  son  of  James  Jones,  who  was  a  native 
of  England.  Throughout  life  he  followed 
farming  with  good  success  and  died  June  7. 
1904.  Of  his  four  children  Mrs.  Bates  is  the 
eldest. 

For  ten  years  Mr.  Bates  served  as  modera- 
tor in  school  district  No.  3,  and  he  has  always 
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taken  a  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs 
as  every  true  American  citizen  should  do. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  prominent  member  of 
George  Washington  court  No.  1408,  I.  0.  F., 
of  New  Haven,  in  which  he  is  filling  the  chair 
of  court  deputy  and  has  filled  the  office  of  re- 
cording secretary.  He  belongs  to  New  Haven 
lodge,  No.  465,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Free  Baptist  church  of  that  place  and 
belongs  to  its  choir. 


WILLIAM  II.  SUTHERLAND. 

William  H.  Sutherland,  classed  with  the 
leading,  progressive  and  enterprising  farmers 
of  Macomb  county,  was  born  in  Chesterfield 
township,  December  3,  1867,  a  son  of  Hugh 
and  Harriet  (Hicks)  Sutherland,  who  are  rep- 
resented elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Byron  J. 
Sutherland,  brother  of  our  subject,  obtained 
his  start  in  life  by  working  farms  on  the 
shares  until  1904,  when  he  bought  land  from 
Ford  L.  Milton  on  Telegraph  road  and  is  now 
a  prosperous  farmer  there.  He  was  married, 
November  12,  1887,  to  Sallie  May  Milton, 
a  daughter  of  0.  A.  Milton,  of  Chesterfield 
township,  and  they  have  a  son  and  daughter. 
Charles  C.  Sutherland  left  home  in  1887  and 
went  to  Chicago,  where  he  began  working  for 
the  McCormick  Harvester  Company.  After 
two  years  he  engaged  in  the  saloon  business 
for  two  years  and  later  followed  the  life  insur- 
ance business  for  a  year.  He  is  now  an  officer 
on  the  Chicago  police  force.  He  is  married 
and  has  two  children.  Jennie  May  Sutherland 
became  the  wife  of  Frank  Bacon  of  New  Bal- 
timore, who  for  twenty  years  has  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Chesterfield  and  Macomb  town- 
ships, having  charge  of  the  Center  Line  school 
for  eight  years,  while  for  two  years  he  was 
principal  of  the  Burns  school  in  Warren. 
They  have  two  daughters  and  a  son  living 
at  home. 

William  II.  Sutherland,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  at  Salt  River  until  twelve  years  of 
age,  when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  his 
present  home  and  for  two  years  he  continued 
as  a  public  school  student  through  the  winter, 
while  in  the  summer  months  he  worked  in  the 
woods  with  his  father.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  began  earning  his  living  and  for  a  year  was 
employed  by  George  Ilartway  of  Chesterfield. 
He  was  afterward  with  Alfred  Dennison 
on  the  turnpike  road  for  two  years,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1886  he  went  into  the  lumber 
woods  at  East  Tawas,  Michigan,  working  for 


Thomas  Cade.  The  following  year  he  re- 
turned and  took  up  a  skimming  route  for 
George  Robinson  of  Mount  Clemens.  After 
a  year  he  joined  Ward  Brown,  of  Chesterfield 
township,  and  went  to  Ashley,  Nebraska, 
working  on  an  extension  of  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  Railroad,  which  was  being 
built  from  Omaha  to  Kansas.  He  returned 
home  in  the  fall  and  bought  a  third  interest 
in  the  stock  and  implements  belonging  to  his 
father  on  the  farm.  In  1892  he  purchased  a 
half  interest  in  the  land  and  since  that  time 
has  made  many  improvements  on  the  home 
property.  He  has  two  large  windmills,  one 
for  pumping  water  from  a  well  which  was 
sunk  at  the  rear  end  of  the  farm,  the  mill 
forcing  this  water  a  distance  of  twenty-six 
hundred  feet  before  it  reaches  the  house  or 
barn.  The  other  mill  furnishes  power  for  the 
cornsheller,  for  grinding  feed  for  the  stock 
and  for  a  saw  which  cuts  all  his  wood.  He 
also  devotes  a  part  of  his  attention  to  the 
raising  of  thorough-bred  Berkshire  and  im- 
proved Chester  White  hogs,  having  a  drove  of 
thirty-six  head  which  are  registered. 

William  H.  Sutherland  was  married,  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1888,  to  Miss  Alice  Farr,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  Farr,  of  Chesterfield.  She  died 
July  26,  1899,  leaving  three  children — Roy 
E.,  born  August  14,  1889;  Charles  Leslie, 
March  2,  1891;  and  Jennie  Hazel,  July  30, 
1893.  Mrs.  Sutherland's  father  Avas  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  Chesterfield  town- 
ship, who  purchased  a  farm  in  what  was 
known  as  the  Bates  settlement.  His  wife  died 
in  1879,  leaving  three  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Sutherland  was  the  eldest.  On  the  28th  of 
August,  1900,  Mr.  Sutherland  wedded  Martha 
Kriesch,  daughter  of  August  Kriesch,  of  St. 
Clair  county,  and  they  had  one  child,  Hattie 
Mabel,  who  was  born  February  23,  1904,  and 
died  on  the  2d  of  March  following.  Her 
father,  August  Kriesch,  was  of  German  birth, 
coming  to  America  in  1878.  He  settled  in 
St.  Clair  county  and  enjoyed  a  prosperous 
career  as  a  farmer  on  one  hundred  acres  of 
land.  Mrs.  Sutherland  is  the  fifth  of  seven 
children  and  was  born  July  20,  1881.  She  has 
four  brothers  and  a  sister  living  in  St.  Clair 
county.  The  third  child  of  the  family  became 
ill  and  died  on  board  the  ship  while  crossing 
the  ocean,  being  buried  in  the  sea. 

Politically  Mr.  Sutherland  is  a  stanch  re- 
publican and  is  now  serving  as  deputy  under 
Sheriff  Eckstein.  He  was  moderator  on  the 
school  board  of  district  No.  2,  Chesterfield 
township.  He  belongs  to  New  Baltimore 
lodge,  M.  W.  A.,  and  Lake  Side  tent,  No.  156, 
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K.  0.  T.  M.,  of  New  Baltimore.  His  atten- 
tion through  life  has  been  chiefly  given  to 
farming  operations  and  by  his  unremitting 
diligence  and  careful  management  he  has 
gained  very  creditable  success  and  is  justly 
accounted  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the 
county. 


WILLIAM  TRUMAN  HOSNER. 

William  Truman  Hosner,  who  has  won 
more  than  local  distinction  as  a  member  of 
the  Macomb  county  bar,  in  the  trial  of  im- 
portant civil  and  criminal  cases,  was  born 
in  Bruce  township,  May  27,  1870.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Jacob  Hosner,  emigrated 
to  this  county  when  it  was  a  frontier  dis- 
trict and  settled  in  Bruce  township  near 
Nowland  lake,  where  he  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  timber  land.  There 
in  the  midst  of  the  forest  he  hewed  out  a 
farm  and  when  the  trees  had  been  cut  down 
and  the  brush  cleared  away  he  turned  the 
first  furrows  in  the  fields,  continuing  the 
work  of  cultivation  and  improvement  until 
he  had  a  fine  farm.  His  first  home  was  a 
log  cabin,  and  in  those  early  days  the  fam- 
ily experienced  the  usual  trials  and  hard- 
ships that  fall  to  the  lot  of  those  who  estab- 
lish homes  on  the  frontier.  In  the  family 
of  Jacob  Hosner  were  eleven  children,  Jesse 
G.  being  one  of  the  seven  sons. 

Jesse  G.  Hosner  was  born  in  the  state  of 
New  York  and  with  his  parents  came  to 
Macomb  county,  where  he  lived  for  many 
years  and  where  he  yet  has  a  large  circle 
of  friends.  For  a  long  time  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  farming  in  Bruce  township,  and 
prospered  in  his  undertakings,  but  in  1904 
he  retired  from  active  business  life  and  re- 
moved to  Oxford,  Oakland  county,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  now  makes  his  home,  enjoying 
a  rest  from  further  labor.  For  a  long  period 
he  was  classed  with  the  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  of  his  community  and 
his  well  directed  labors  brought  him  a  grati- 
fying measure  of  success.  His  political  sup- 
part  has  always  been  given  the  republican 
party.  He  married  Electa  O.  Empey,  a  na- 
tive of  Michigan  and  a  daughter  of  George 
Empey,  who  came  from  Canada  and  settled 
in  Bruce  township,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing for  many  years.  He  is  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hosner  became  the  parents  of 
three  children  :  William  T. ;  George  E.,  who 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Bruce  township ; 


and  Carrie,  also  living  on  the  home  farm. 
Mrs.  Hosner  died  October  12,  1899.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  church, 
held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  her  friends 
and  neighbors,  being  a  woman  of  firm  con- 
viction of  right  and  wrong,  whose  life  was 
like   an  open  book. 

William  Truman  Hosner,  having  pursued 
his  early  education  in  the  district  schools, 
continued  his  studies  in  the  high  school  of 
Romeo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1893.  He  then  entered  the  law  department 
of  the  Michigan  University  and  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  1898,  after  which  he 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  Romeo,  where 
he  has  since  remained.  Careful  preliminary 
training  and  thorough  preparation  of  each 
case  entrusted  to  his  care  have  won  him 
some  notable  victories  at  the  Macomb  coun- 
ty bar. 

Mr.  Hosner  is  influential  in  political  cir- 
cles as  well  and  has  labored  effectively  in 
the  interests  of  the  republican  party.  He  is 
now  chairman  of  the  republican  county  com- 
mittee and  a  member  of  the  district  congres- 
sional committee.  He  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Romeo  by  President  McKinley  and 
in  January,  1905,  was  reappointed,  so  that 
he  is  now  filling  the  second  term. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  1898,  Mr.  Hosner 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nora  Criss- 
man,  a  daughter  of  Charles  C.  Crissman  of 
Washington  township.  They  were  the  pa- 
rents of  three  children :  Electa,  born  July 
19,  1900;  William  Truman,  born  September 
6,  1902;  and  Cameron  Crissman,  born  De- 
cember 8,  1904.  The  parents  attend  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  since  1899  Mr.  Hos- 
ner has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge 
at  Romeo  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  For- 
esters and  the  Maccabees. 


REV.  CHARLES  J.  KOENIG. 

Rev.  Charles  J.  Koenig,  pastor  of  St. 
Mary's  church  at  New  Baltimore,  was  born 
in  Germany,  January  7,  1865.  He  is  the  son 
of  Adam  and  Catherine  Koenig,  who  came 
to  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  the  year  of  1873. 
Father  Koenig  received  his  early  education  at 
St.  Joseph's  parochial  school  of  Detroit,  con- 
tinuing his  studies  at  the  old  high  school  on 
Oris  wold  street,  attending  the  evening  course. 
In  the  meantime  he  was  employed  in  the  large 
dry  goods  store  of  George  Peck  &  Company  on 
Woodward  avenue,  where  he  remained  from 
1878  until   1882.     After  having  learned  his 
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trade  thoroughly,  he  was  engaged  by  the  firm 
of  Lachman  &  Huckestein  and  remained  with 
that  house  as  one  of  the  leading  clerks  until 
1887.  On  September  5,  1887,  he  left  for  St. 
Jerome's  College,  Berlin,  Ontario,  where  he 
completed  his  classical  course,  graduating 
with  the  highest  honors,  obtaining  the  medal 
in  German,  rhetoric  and  philosophy.  There- 
after he  entered  St.  Mary's  Seminary,  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  to  take  up  his  theological 
course,  at  that  time  under  the  rectorship  of  the 
learned  Very  Rev.  A.  L.  Magnien,  D.  D. 
On  account  of  ill  health  and  the  climate,  after 
two  years  of  study  Father  Koenig  was  com- 
pelled to  come  home  and  take  up  his  last  year 
of  study  at  the  Assumption  College,  Sandwich, 
Ontario.  While  completing  his  last  year  of 
theology,  he,  during  the  same  year,  filled  the 
vacancy  of  professor  of  the  German  language 
at  the  Assumption  College.  On  September 
12,  1895,  Father  Koenig  was  ordained  to  the 
priesthood  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  John  S.  Foley, 
and  appointed  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  congrega- 
tion at  New  Baltimore,  September  17,  1895, 
succeeding  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Lambert  as  pastor, 
and  is  still  in  charge,  beloved  by  all  of  his 
parishioners. 

The  history  of  St,  Mary's  parish  dates  way 
back  to  the  year  of  1832,  at  which  time  mis- 
sionary fathers  came  from  Detroit  to  attend  to 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  people ;  thereafter 
it  became  a  mission  to  Marine  City  and  after- 
wards to  Swan  Creek.  In  the  year  of  1875. 
the  Rev.  E.  M.  Dekiere  was  appointed  as  resi- 
dent pastor,  who  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
A.  J.  Lambert  and  now  in  charge  of  the  Rev. 
Charles  J.  Koenig.  The  church  was  built  by 
the  Rev.  Father  Bussy  while  in  his  charge  as 
a  mission  to  Marine  City.  The  parish  includes 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  families,  con- 
sisting of  a  mixed  congregation,  French,  Ger- 
man and  Irish  nationalities.  The  church, 
school  and  house,  have  all  been  repaired  by 
Father  Koenig,  and  are  in  the  best  of  condi- 
tion, besides  a  handsome  hall  has  been  erected 
and  the  parish  is  clear  and  free  of  debts. 


GEORGE  A.  BAILEY. 

George  A.  Bailey,  a  resident  of  Richmond, 
but  one  whose  business  interests  have  taken 
him  to  many  sections  of  the  country,  he  be- 
ing now  engaged  in  promoting  cement  plants, 
was  born  in  Armada  township,  Macomb 
county,  September  19,  1848.  His  paternal 
grandparents  were  William  V.  and  Elizabeth 
(Arlington)     Bailey,     and    the    father    was 


Mahlon  F.  Bailey,  who  was  born  in  Paterson, 
New  Jersey,  January  23,  1820.  In  1844  he 
married  Phoebe  Cudworth,  a  native  of  Can- 
andaigua,  New  York.  He  was  a  mason  by 
trade  and  in  1840  he  came  to  Macomb  county, 
where  he  followed  that  pursuit  until  about 
1870.  He  then  returned  to  his  farm  a  mile 
west  of  Lenox,  making  it  is  home  for  a  few 
years,  after  which  he  permanently  put  aside 
business  cares  and  retained  his  residence  in 
Richmond  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
November  10,  1903.  His  children  are:  Eu- 
gene, who  is  now  living  retired  in  Richmond; 
George  A. ;  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Brown,  of  Detroit ; 
and  J.  William,  who  is  living  in  Cement  City, 
Michigan. 

George  A.  Bailey  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
Lenox  township  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Richmond,  subsequent  to  which  time 
he  engaged  in  farming,  purchasing  the  home- 
stead property  of  his  father  in  1873.  He  then 
engaged  in  its  further  cultivation  and  im- 
provement until  1888,  when  he  sold  out  and 
came  to  Richmond,  where,  with  Fuller  &  Son, 
he  bought  the  hardware  stores  of  Mr.  Fuller 
and  Mr.  Abbott.  He  afterward  engaged  in 
the  business  for  two  years  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Fuller  &  Bailey  and  on  selling  his 
interest  he  went  upon  the  road  as  traveling 
salesman  for  the  McCormick  Harvester  Com- 
pany, controlling  the  trade  in  a  large  number 
of  counties.  In  this  he  continued  successfully 
until  1900,  and  in  1901  he  became  connected 
with  the  cement  industry,  representing  the 
Peninsula  Portland  Cement  Company,  of 
Jackson,  Michigan.  He  then  went  to  Canada 
to  introduce  their  cement  and  in  1903  Cana- 
dian capitalists  started  a  plant  at  Durham, 
Ontario,  Mr.  Bailey  having  charge  of  the  sale 
of  their  product  for  a  short  time.  He  then 
returned  to  Richmond  and  soon  afterward 
his  father  died.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Bailey 
has  been  more  or  less  extensively  engaged  in 
the  promotion  of  the  business  of  the  Interna- 
tional Cement  Company,  of  Ottawa,  where 
they  have  completed  a  plant  covering  more 
than  four  acres  of  floor  space  and  having  a 
capacity  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  barrels 
per  day.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  plants  in 
the  world.  A  portion  of  the  winter  of  1904-5 
was  spent  by  him  in  the  Canadian  northwest 
exploring  for  carbonate  lime.  In  this  he  was 
successful  and  is  now  interested  in  forming  a 
company  to  build  a  plant  near  Banff  in  the 
Rocky  mountains. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1869,  Mr.  Bailey 
was  married  to  Miss  Alice  M.  "Weeks,  of  Co- 
lumbus, Michigan.     Mr.  Bailey  belongs  to  the 
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Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Maccabees  tent. 
He  has  found  in  the  business  world  opportu- 
nity to  give  full  scope  to  his  ambition  and  in- 
dustry— his  dominant  qualities — and  in  the 
freedom  and  appreciation  of  the  growing 
western  portion  of  the  country  he  has  entered 
upon  a  successful  business  career. 

Elton  D.  Bailey,  son  of  George  A.  Bailey, 
was  born  in  Lenox,  June  16,  1877,  pursued 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  in  the 
Michigan  Agricultural  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class,  com- 
pleting a  course  in  mechanical  and  civil  en- 
gineering. When  he  left  college  he  entered 
upon  practical  work  at  Bay  City,  Michigan, 
and  made  rapid  progress  there.  Having 
studied  electricity,  he  took  up  the  work  of  in- 
stalling plants  and  has  installed  several  large 
cement  plants  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, being  at  the  present  time  engaged  in  such 
an  enterprise  at  Independence  City,  Kansas. 
He  is  a  young  man  of  great  promise  and  while 
he  has  already  made  for  himself  a  creditable 
position  in  the  business  circles  he  has  also  be- 
come popular  in  social  circles.  He  w^as  mar- 
ried in  November,  1901,  to  Lettie  II.  Ciag- 
gett,  of  Macomb  county,  a  daughter  of  James 
Claggett,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Rich- 
mond. Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason  and  Odd 
Fellow. 


SAMUEL  WOOD. 


Samuel  Wood,  whose  activity  in  business 
affairs  and  hearty  support  of  progressive 
public  measures  made  him  one  of  the  influ- 
ential and  valued  citizens  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  on  the 
14th  of  November,  1820,  and  departed  this 
life  at  his  home  in  Mount  Clemens,  March 
20,  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His 
father,  James  Wood,  spent  his  entire  life  in 
England.  Samuel  Wood  was  reared  and 
educated  in  that  country  and  remained  a 
resident  of  the  land  of  his  nativity  until 
1852,  when  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years 
he  sailed  for  America,  hoping  to  benefit  by 
its  improved  business  conditions. 

In  the  meantime  he  had  married  Miss 
Eliza  Armitage,  who  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
in  1824.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  on 
the  13th  of  February,  1845,  and  four  chil- 
dren were  born  unto  them  ere  their  emigra- 
tion to  the  new  world,  but  John  had  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  were  George,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years;  Anna  W.  Bates, 
wTho  makes  her  home  with  her  mother  during 


her  declining  years;  and  William,  who  mar- 
ried Letitia  Cole  of  Canada  and  died  in 
1893,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  He 
wTas  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  owned  coun- 
try property  and  also  real  estate  in  Mount 
Clemens.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  also  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellowrs,  and  when  called  to  his  final 
rest  his  remains  were  interred  in  Clinton 
Grove  cemetery.  Following  the  emigration 
of  the  family  to  America  two  daughters  were 
added  to  the  household:  Augusta,  the  wife 
of  George  Skelton,  a  marble  dealer  of  Mount 
Clemens;  and  Matilda,  the  wife  of  Charles 
Mason,  a  resident  of  Eureka,  Kansas. 

When  Samuel  Wood  reached  the  shores  of 
the  new  world  he  at  once  resumed  his  jour- 
ney toward  the  interior  of  the  country,  and 
established  his  home  in  Macomb  county, 
where  he  first  purchased  seventy-eight  acres 
of  land  and  began  the  development  of  a 
farm.  This  was  all  unimproved  with  the 
exception  of  a  very  small  portion,  but  he 
at  once  began  to  divide  it  into  fields  which 
he  placed  under  cultivation.  He  built  a 
small  frame  house  of  five  rooms,  to  which 
he  afterward  added  until  there  is  now  a 
commodious  and  substantial  residence  upon 
the  farm,  built  of  brick  which  he  manufac- 
tured. Mr.  Wood  turned  his  attention  to 
the  brick-making  industry  in  connection  with 
general  farming  and  followed  that  business 
for  a  number  of  years,  meeting  with  very 
desirable  success. 

In  his  later  years,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
he  lived  in  retirement,  enjoying  a  well  earned 
rest.  For  years  he  was  a  most  active  and 
enterprising  business  man  and  he  deserved 
the  cessation  from  labor  which  he  was  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  in  his  last  years.  He  was 
interested  in  all  movements  for  the  welfare 
and  improvement  of  the  county  and  be- 
longed to  that  class  of  representative  Ameri- 
can citizens  who  while  promoting  individual 
success  also  foster  and  further  the  prosperity 
of  the  community.  He  was  a  republican  in 
politics.  He  served  as  one  of  the  first  trus- 
tees of  the  Clinton  Grove  cemetery  and 
was  long  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
in  which  for  a  number  of  years  he  served 
as  a  deacon.  His  life  was  upright  and  hon- 
orable, his  actions  manly  and  sincere,  and 
the  good  qualities  which  he  daily  manifested 
in  his  relations  with  business  associates, 
family  and  friends  won  him  uniform  regard. 
Mrs.  Wood,  still  surviving  her  husband,  has 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two 
years.      She    has    been    a    member    of    the 
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church  for  half  a  century,  consistent  and 
faithful,  and  has  contributed  generously  to 
its  support.  She  now  lives  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens and  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends  in  the 
county  which  has  been  her  home  for  more 
than  half  a  century. 


THOMAS  B.  REID. 


Thomas  B.  Reid,  living  on  section  12,  Bruce 
township,  is  the  owner  of  the  Fairfield  farm, 
a  well-improved  property  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  acres.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Macomb 
county,  born  upon  this  place,  September  9, 
1863.  His  father,  William  Reid,  was  born 
in  Ayrshire,  in  Scotland,  in  April,  1814, 
and  in  early  manhood  came  to  the  United 
States,  making  his  way  at  once  to  this  coun- 
ty, where  he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm- 
hand for  several  years.  He  married  Mary 
Gray,  daughter  of  Neil  Gray.  Her  father  gave 
her  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land 
and  after  clearing  up  the  land  Mr.  Reid  pur- 
chased it  of  his  wife.  Not  a  stick  of  timber 
had  been  cut  or  the  work  of  improvement  be- 
gun in  any  way,  and  so  the  arduous  task  of 
clearing  and  developing  the  land  devolved 
upon  him.  He  was  equal  to  the  work,  how- 
ever, and  soon  instead  of  the  tall  forest  trees 
were  seen  fields  of  waving  grain,  in  the  midst 
of  which  stood  substantial  buildings,  indica- 
tive of  an  advanced  civilization  and  of  the 
progressive  spirit  of  the  owner.  He  also 
bought  more  land  until  his  possessions  aggre- 
gated four  hundred  and  ten  acres,  of  which 
three  hundred  and  seventy  acres  was  com- 
prised in  the  home  place,  while  the  remaining 
forty  acres  was  a  tract  of  timber  land  near 
Almont,  in  Lapeer  county.  Upon  the  home 
farm  Mr.  Reid  reared  his  family  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  called  to  his  final  rest. 
There  were  three  sons  by  this  marriage  who 
reached  mature  years,  but  all  are  now  de- 
ceased. They  married,  however,  and  left  fam- 
ilies. Following  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
William  Reid  married  Anna  Borland,  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland,  in  which  country  she  spent 
her  girlhood.  There  are  three  sons  of  this 
marriage :  Thomas  B. ;  John  L.,  who  is  living 
in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  carrying  on  busi- 
ness near  Zanesville;  and  James  IT.,  who  owns 
and  operates  a  part  of  the  old  homestead. 
The  father  died  September  22,  1891,  while  the 
mother  survived  until  August  23,  1901. 

Thomas  B.  Reid  spent  his  youth  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  of  that  period. 
He  attended  the  district  schools,  performing 


the  duties  of  the  schoolroom  and  enjoying 
greatly  the  pleasures  of  the  playground.  He 
was  trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy upon  the  old  home  place,  continuing  to 
assist  his  father  until  the  latter 's  death,  when 
he  became  owner  of  a  part  of  the  farm.  Here 
he  has  since  lived.  He  has  made  many  repairs 
upon  the  place,  improving  buildings,  and  has 
carried  forward  his  farm  work  along  progres- 
sive and  enterprising  lines.  He  is  a  thorough- 
going farmer  and  good  business  man  and  is 
now  meeting  with  very  creditable  success,  so 
that  he  is  classed  with  the  substantial  citizens 
of  his  community. 

Mr.  Reid  was  married  in  Bruce  township, 
in  June,  1893,  to  Miss  Eliza  Gilmour,  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Gilmour.  There  is  one  child  by  this  mar- 
riage— Lilian  G.  Reid.  Mr.  Reid  votes  with 
the  republican  party  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
valuable  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church,  while  he  is  connected  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Foresters.  They  are  well 
and  favorably  known  in  the  county  and  many 
friends  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  their  home. 


BYRON  R.   ERSKINE. 

Byron  R.  Erskine,  a  prominent  lawyer  of 
Mount  Clemens,  who  is  now  serving  as  circuit 
judge,  was  born  November  16,  1864,  in  Port 
Sanilac,  .Michigan,  his  parents  being  James 
and  Rebecca  (Hammond)  Erskine,  the  former 
a  native  of  Maine  and  the  latter  of  Canada. 
The  Erskine  family  is  of  Scotch  descent.  The 
grandfather,  James  Erskine,  was  a  surveyor 
in  the  employ  of  the  British  government  and 
in  that  position  went  to  Nova  Scotia.  He  died 
in  early  manhood.  The  father,  however, 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
He  was  a  lumberman  and  removed  from  one 
lumber  state — Maine — to  another — Michigan 
— one  of  whose  chief  industries  is  the  manu- 
facture of  lumber. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city 
Judge  Erskine  pursued  his  early  education 
and  having  determined  to  engage  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law  as  his  life  work  he  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan  in  1885  and  was  grad- 
uated in  1887,  having  completed  the  law 
course.  The„  same  fall  he  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession  and  became 
a  partner  of  Oscar  C.  Lungerhausen,  of 
Mount  Clemens,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Lungerhausen  &  Erskine.  This  relationship 
was  maintained  for  eight  years  and  was  dis- 
continued   on   his    partner's   election   to   the 
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office  of  prosecuting  attorney.  Mr.  Erskine 
afterward  practiced  alone  and  in  his  chosen 
profession  has  met  with  gratifying  success, 
gaining  a  large  and  distinctively  representa- 
tive clientage,  which  connected  him  with  the 
leading  litigated  interests  tried  in  the  courts 
of  his  district.  His  attention  has  always  been 
chiefly  directed  to  his  law  practice  and  he  has 
met  with  gratifying  success.  In  the  prepara- 
tion of  cases  he  is  systematic,  thorough  and 
painstaking  and  his  devotion  to  his  clients' 
interests  is  proverbial.  In  the  presentation 
of  his  cause  his  arguments  are  strong,  his  de- 
ductions logical  and  his  reasoning  clear  and 
convincing. 

A  republican  in  politics,  the  Judge  takes 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  at  the 
convention  of  his  party  in  the  spring  of  1905 
was  nominated  for  circuit  judge,  being  after- 
ward elected  by  a  majority  of  four  hundred 
and  seven  over  Judge  Tucker,  for  a  term  of  six 
years.  His  interest  in  public  affairs  is  that 
of  a  public  spirited  citizen  who  has  studied  the 
needs  of  his  community  and  labors  for  its 
progress  along  beneficial  lines.  Fraternally 
Judge  Erskine  is  connected  with  Mount  Clem- 
ens lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which  he 
has  filled  various  offices.  He  was  married  in 
1890  to  Miss  Margaret  E.  Nichols,  a  daughter 
of  George  0.  and  Henrietta  (Little)  Nichols, 
and  their  children  are  James  B.  and  Dorothv 
M. 


ROBERT  N.   McKAY 


Robert  N.  McKay,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising 
on  section  24,  Bruce  township,  has  a  fine  farm 
of  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  con- 
veniently and  pleasantly  located  about  four 
miles  from  Romeo.  He  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  here  October  15,  1847,  and  is  a 
son  of  Robert  and  Jean  McKay,  who  are  men- 
tioned on  another  page  of  this  work.  Rob- 
ert N.  McKay  lived  on  his  father's  farm 
through  the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth, 
attending  the  district  schools  until  he  had 
mastered  the  branches  of  learning  therein 
taught,  after  which  he  spent  two  years  in 
the  high  school  at  Romeo.  His  training  at 
farm  labor  was  not  meager  and  he  gained  a 
practical  knowledge  which  has  enabled  him  to 
carry  on  his  own  farm  work  with  success. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  1870,  in  Armada 
township,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Thurston, 
who  was  born  there  and  pursued  her  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools.     Her  father,  Ben- 


jamin II.  Thurston,  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  that  locality,  arriving  in  1833  from 
Niagara  county,  New  York.  He  is  still  liv- 
ing, making  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
McKay,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  valued  early 
settlers  of  the  county,  having  an  intimate  and 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  all  the  events 
which  frame  the  history  of  this  portion  of 
the  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKay  have  been 
blessed  with  two  children:  Etta,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  the  county;  and  Robert 
T.,  at  home. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  McKay  pur- 
chased the  farm  where  he  now  lives  and  began 
its  further  improvement,  carrying  on  the 
work  until  he  has  one  of  the  best  developed 
farms  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  began 
here  with  one  hundred  acres  and  has  three 
hundred  and  forty  acres  in  another  place.  He> 
afterward  sold  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
and  to-day  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres  in  the  home  farm.  He  built 
two  good  barns  and  has  just  completed  a  neat 
and  attractive  residence,  built  in  modern 
style  of  architecture.  It  is  supplied  with  fur- 
nace heat,  with  hot  and  cold  water,  bathroom 
and  every  attention  has  been  paid  to  sanita- 
tion, light  and  air.  The  house  is  illuminated 
at  night  by  gas  and  the  chandeliers  are  one 
of  the  attractive  features  of  the  home.  The 
work  throughout  the  house  has  been  done  in 
thorough  manner  and  this  is  one  of  the  most 
comfortable,  convenient,  attractive  and  beau- 
tiful country  homes  of  Macomb  county. 

Politically  Mr.  McKay  has  always  voted 
the  republican  ticket,  and  was  elected  and 
served  as  highway  commissioner  for  a  number 
of  years,  while  at  present  he  is  filling  the  of- 
fice of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  has  fre- 
quently been  a  delegate  to  county  conventions 
and  his  work  in  behalf  of  public  interests  here 
has  been  effective  and  far-reaching.  The  fam- 
ily home  is  noted  for  its  hospitality  and  it  is 
a  fitting  monument  to  the  life  of  activity,  en- 
ergy and  successful  accomplishment  of  Rob- 
ert N.  McKay. 


WILLIAM  MURTHUM. 

William  Murthum,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  fruit  and  berries  in  Warren, 
was  born  on  the  Reimold  farm,  in  Clinton 
township,  Macomb  county,  January  21,  1854, 
and  is  of  German  lineage,  his  parents,  George 
and  Dora  (Schimpf)  Murthum,  having  been 
born  in  the  fatherland.  The  former  came  to 
this  county  in  1845,  settling  first  on  the  Rei- 
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mold  farm,  where  he  remained  until  1862, 
when  he  removed  to  Sterling  township,  pur- 
chasing the  Saunders  farm,  upon  which  he 
lived  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in 
1895.  He  left  a  widow,  who  died  in  1898, 
and  four  children:  Charles,  a  resident 
of  Utica,  Michigan;  Mrs.  George  Berz,  of 
Sterling  township ;  William ;  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Wolfe,  of  Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Murthum 
was  deeply  interested  in  the  public  welfare 
and  his  aid  could  always  be  relied  upon  to 
further  progressive  measures,  while  his  po- 
sition as  a  supporter  of  democratic  principles 
was  an  unequivocal  one.  He  belonged  to  the 
German  Evangelical  church  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens and  was  most  loyal  to  its  welfare. 

William  Murthum  was  a  public  school  stu- 
dent between  the  ages  of  six  and  thirteen 
years,  but  at  that  early  age  left  home  and 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  dependent  entirely 
upon  his  own  resources.  Going  to  Detroit  he 
there  learned  the  confectioner's  trade,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Warren  township  and 
gave  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
following  farming  until  thirty  years  of  age, 
when  he  opened  a  meat  market  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Warren.  After  conducting  it  for  four 
years  he  sold  out  to  F.  W.  Cartwright  and 
rented  the  Cartwright  farm,  remaining 
thereon  for  two  years.  He  next  purchased  a 
part  of  the  Spinnings  farm,  to  which  he  re- 
moved, making  it  his  home  for  six  years,  when 
in  connection  with  C.  F.  Halsey,  he  opened 
a  general  store  in  Warren.  That  partnership, 
however,  was  dissolved  after  six  months,  and 
a  year  later  Mr.  Murthum  opened  another 
store  in  the  village,  which  he  conducted  suc- 
cessfully for  twelve  years,  when  he  sold  out 
to  Frank  Peck.  In  the  meantime  he  had  pur- 
chased twenty  acres  of  land  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  village,  on  which  he  erected  his 
handsome  residence.  Here  he  now  lives,  de- 
voting his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  fruit 
and  berries,  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  mar- 
ket in  Detroit.  He  makes  a  close  study  of 
the  needs  of  trees  and  plants  and  raises  only 
high-grade  fruit. 

In  1883  Mr.  Murthum  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Minnie  Cartwright,  a  daughter 
of  F.  W.  Cartwright,  of  Warren  township. 
She  died  in  1884  and  their  only  child  died 
in  infancy.  In  1886  Mr.  Murthum  wedded 
Miss  Fanny  Trusdale,  of  Oakland  county, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Edna  and  Jes- 
sie, both  at  home.  In  his  political  views  Mr- 
Murthum  is  an  earnest  democrat,  but  the 
honors  and  emoluments  of  office  have  little 


attraction  for  him,  as  he  has  always  preferred 
to  devote  his  energies  to  his  business  inter- 
ests, and  he  finds  in  the  duties  of  the  every- 
day life  ample  opportunity  to  exercise  his 
industry,  perseverance  and  determination — 
his  dominant  qualities. 


FREDERICK  C.  MILLER. 

Frederick  C.  Miller,  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law  at  Mount  Clemens,  is  a  native  son 
of  Macomb  county,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  New  Baltimore,  August  11,  1874,  and  is 
a  son  of  Charles  A.  and  Caroline  (Nelson) 
Miller  and  a  grandson  of  Frederick  Miller,  a 
native  of  Basle,  Switzerland,  who  for  a  time 
lived  in  Baden  Baden,  Germany,  and  with 
his  family  came  to  America,  locating  in  Bris- 
tol and  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and 
making  his  home  in  those  places  for  about 
fifteen  years.  For  over  forty  years  his  home 
has  been  in  Macomb  county,  living  at  New 
Baltimore.  He  married  Louisa  Sulzer,  whose 
ancestors  lived  in  the  duchy  of  Baden  Baden, 
Germany,  the  ancestral  home  being  at  Carls- 
ruhe.  To  them  were  born  three  children: 
Charles  A. ;  Louisa,  the  wife  of  August  Graes- 
sle,  of  Detroit,  Michigan ;  and  a  son  that  died 
in  infancy. 

Charles  A.  Miller  was  born  in  Baden 
Baden,  Germany,  and  came  to  this  country 
when  five  years  of  age  and  was  reared  in 
Pennsylvania,  coming  to  Macomb  county 
when  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  for  a  long 
period  of  time  was  engaged  in  the  meat  busi- 
ness at  New  Baltimore.  He  is  still  residing 
at  that  place  and  is  one  of  its  leading  and 
influential  citizens,  having  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  and  is  a  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  township  of  Chesterfield. 
He  married  Caroline  Nelson,  a  native  of 
Michigan  and  a  daughter  of  Cornelius  Nel- 
son, who  was  born  in  Christiana,  Norway, 
while  his  wife,  Catherine  (Fink)  Nelson,  was 
a  native  of  Hamburg,  Germany.  She  came 
to  this  country  during  her  early  life,  met  her 
future  husband  on  the  sailing  vessel  coming 
across,  and  upon  reaching  New  York  was 
married,  he  having  been  a  mate  on  the  ship. 
Leaving  New  York  they  went  to  Buffalo,  re- 
maining there  a  short  time,  thence  coming 
to  Michigan,  where  Mr.  Nelson  purchased 
the  farm  upon  which  he  lived  and  died,  in  the 
early  days  enduring  all  the  hardships  and  pri- 
vations incident  to  pioneer  life.  He  fre- 
quently walked  to  and  from  Detroit,  a  dis- 
tance  of  over  thirty  miles,   carrying  provi- 
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sions  and  other  supplies.  The  Indians  at  that 
time  still  camped  in  the  vicinity,  showing 
hostility  at  first  but  soon  became  friendly. 

Frederick  C.  Miller  pursued  his  literary 
education  in  the  Hathaway  Institute  and  re- 
ceived a  commercial  and  shorthand  course  at 
the  Detroit  Business  University,  entering 
upon  the  study  of  law  in  the  fall  of  1896, 
reading  under  private  instruction  for  some 
time,  then  pursuing  a  course  at  the  Detroit 
College  of  Law.  In  October,  1899,  after  suc- 
cessfully passing  the  bar  examination  at 
Lansing,  Michigan,  he  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  the  supreme  court  of  Michigan  and  in 
the  United  States  courts,  also  in  the  interior 
and  treasury  departments  at  Washington,  D. 
C.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
the  fall  of  1899,  with  offices  at  Mount  Clem- 
ens. 

He  carefully  prepared  for  his  chosen  pro- 
fession and  as  the  years  have  advanced  he  has 
displayed  fertility  of  resource  as  well  as  com- 
prehensive understanding  of  the  principles  of 
jurisprudence  by  his  careful  handling  of  liti- 
gated interests. 

Residing  at  New  Baltimore,  Mr.  Miller  is 
a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  has 
been  village  attorney  of  that  village  and  is 
a  trustee  of  the  Congregational  church.  He 
belongs  to  the  Maccabees  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen. 


JAMES  PREUSSEL. 

James  Preussel,  of  Mount  Clemens,  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  April  6,  1843.  His 
father,  Christian  Preussel,  who  was  also  born 
in  that  country,  had  one  brother,  James,  wTho 
lived  and  died  there.  Christian  Preussel, 
however,  came  to  America  in  1854,  bringing 
with  him  his  family.  He  had  been  married 
in  his  native  land  to  Miss  Mary  Wuesten- 
berg,  who  was  born  there,  as  wras  her  father, 
Jacob  Wuestenberg,  who  in  1854,  also 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  settling  in  New  Bal- 
timore, Macomb  county.  Soon  afterward  he 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  10,  Chesterfield 
towrnship,  and  established  his  family  in  their 
new7  home  there.  The  Preussel  family  also 
located  in  New  Baltimore,  where  the  father 
wrorked  as  a  laborer  for  a  few  months  and 
then  bought  twrenty  acres  of  his  father's 
land,  of  which  between  eight  and  ten  acres 
had  been  cleared.  He  next  built  a  log  house 
and  at  once  began  the  further  development 
and  improvement  of  his  property.    He  con- 


tinued on  this  place  until  his  son  James  pur- 
chased the  homestead  in  1864.  Christian 
Preussel  died  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  1889, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years, 
while  his  w7ife  passed  away  in  1856,  at  the 
3arly  age  of  twenty-six  years. 

James  Preussel  received  but  limited  edu- 
cational privileges,  attending  school  for  a 
brief  period  in  Germany  and  the  knowledge 
he  has  acquired  in  America  has  been  gained 
through  experience,  observation  and  read- 
ing. He  was  twenty  years  of  age  when  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  which  is 
across  the  road  from  the  old  family  home- 
stead on  section  3,  Chesterfield  township.  He 
afterward  bought  the  old  homestead  farm 
of  twenty  acres  on  section  10  and  later  pur- 
chased thirty  acres  adjoining,  so  that  his 
farm  altogether  comprises  ninety  acres.  This 
he  cleared  and  placed  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  It  involved  much  arduous  labor, 
for  his  first  forty-acre  tract  was  all  covered 
with  timber.  He  erected  all  of  the  buildings 
there  and  his  first  barn  was  constructed  of 
logs,  but  in  1870  he  replaced  this  by  a  good 
frame  structure.  His  house  was  erected  in 
1869  and  he  continued  upon  the  farm  until 
1899,  when  he  sold  the  property  to  Charles 
Schwanebeck,  his  son-in-law.  In  1882  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section 
3,  Chesterfield  township,  and  this  he  has 
gradually  improved,  rebuilding  the  house 
and  erecting  a  new  barn  and  other  out  build- 
ings.    He  still  owns  this  property. 

On  the  16th  of  March,  1865,  Mr.  Preussel 
was  married  to  Sophia  Trost,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Bowman)  Trost,  of  Chester- 
field towrnship.  Mrs.  Preussel  wras  born  April 
7,  1844,  and  died  February  8,  1903,  in  her 
fifty-ninth  year.  She  was  known  throughout 
her  locality  as  one  of  the  most  charitable 
and  motherly  women  and  no  call  was  ever 
made  to  her  for  assistance  that  she  did  not 
meet.  Her  acts  of  kindness  will  long  be  re- 
membered and  the  love  and  respect  in  which 
she  was  held  will  be  the  brightest  jewels  in 
her  crown.  She  came  to  this  country  from 
Germany  with  her  parents  in  1849  and  in 
1856  they  removed  to  Macomb  county,  set- 
tling in  Chesterfield  township,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  days  upon  a  farm. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Preussel  were  born  two 
children:  Minnie,  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Schwanebeck,  of  Chesterfield  towrnship ;  and 
Frank  W.,  of  Mount  Clemens. 

Mr.  Preussel  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church.  His  early  political  support 
was  given  to  the  democracy,  but  during  the 
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last  few  years  he  has  advocated  republican 
principles  and  voted  for  the  candidates  of 
that  party.  He  is  a  man  of  generous  dispo- 
sition and  genial  temperament.  He  still  re- 
sides in  Chesterfield  township  and  is  one  of 
the  substantial  and  respected  men  of  his  lo- 
cality, having  made  a  clear  record,  his  life 
being  as  an  open  book  which  all  may  read. 


ALBERT  E.  MILLETT. 

Albert  E.  Millett,  now  engaged  in  the  fur- 
niture and  undertaking  business  in  Armada, 
was  formerly  connected  with  educational  in- 
terests in  Michigan,  being  widely  known  as  a 
most  competent  teacher.  He  was  born  in 
Hebron,  Oxford  county,  Maine,  October  3, 
1858,  his  parents  being  Lemuel  T.  and  Mary 
A.  (Milliken)  Millett,  both  of  whom  were  of 
English  lineage,  some  of  their  ancestors  hav- 
ing come  from  Scotland  and  some  from  Eng- 
land. The  line  of  paternal  descent  can  be 
traced  back  to  Henry  Millett,  gentleman  and 
attorney-at-law  of  Surrey  county,  England. 
The  son,  Thomas  Millett,  was  the  original  an- 
cestor in  America,  coming  from  England  to 
this  county  in  1635.  The  next  in  the  line 
of  direct  descent  was  also  named  Thomas. 
The  paternal  great-great-grandfather  was 
David  Millett,  who  settled  in  New  Gloucester, 
Maine,  and  died  in  North  Yarmouth  about 
1785.  The  great-grandfather,  John  Millett, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  army  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  The  father,  Lemuel 
T.  Millett,  was  born  in  Peru,  Maine,  in  1810, 
becoming  a  farmer  and  contractor,  and  died 
in  the  year  1868.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary  A. 
Milliken,  who  was  born  in  Scarboro,  Maine, 
in  1818. 

Albert  E.  Millett  pursued  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Androscoggin  county, 
Maine,  and  continued  his  studies  in  the  Acad- 
emy of  Hebron  and  Bridgeton,  being  gradu- 
ated from  the  latter  in  1879.  He  then  ma- 
triculated in  Bates  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  bachelor 
of  arts  in  1883,  while  in  1886  the  master's  de- 
gree was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  same  in- 
stitution. His  career  as  an  educator  began 
soon  afterward  and  extended  over  the  period 
of  twenty-six  years.  He  taught  in  Minot, 
Maine,  in  1877,  in  West  Minot  in  1879,  in 
West  Scarboro,  Maine,  from  1880  until  1882, 
and  the  following  year  came  to  Michigan.  He 
was  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Richmond 


for  four  years  and  at  Rochester  for  one  year, 
while  for  seven  years  he  was  principal  of  the 
schools  of  Armada  and  at  Utica  for  eight 
years.  His  labors  in  the  schoolroom  were 
highly  successful  because  he  was  an  excellent 
disciplinarian  and  moreover  had  the  ability 
to  impress  strongly  and  clearly  upon  the 
minds  of  the  pupils  the  principles  of  knowl- 
edge which  he  wished  to  impart.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  school  board  of  examiners 
for  ten  years,  but  in  1903  he  put  aside  active 
school  work  and  came  to  Armada,  engaging 
in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business 
here.  He  carries  a  carefully  selected  and 
quite  complete  stock  of  goods  and  has  se- 
cured a  liberal  patronage.  He  pursued  a 
course  in  the  Chicago  College  of  Embalming 
and  has  a  diploma  from  that  school. 

Mr.  Millett  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing, influential  and  prominent  citizens  of  the 
town,  and  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  and  also  as  a  member  of  the 
village  board.  He  has  been  the  champion  of 
every  progressive  measure  and  his  labors  have 
proved  very  effective,  beneficial  and  far- 
reaching  in  advancing  the  general  good.  So- 
cially he  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Harmony 
lodge,  No.  43,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  is  also 
identified  with  the  Eastern  Star  lodge,  the 
Knight  Templar  commandery  and  the  Mys- 
tic Shrine  and  is  senior  warden  of  the  blue 
lodge.  He  takes  a  very  deep  interest  in  Ma- 
sonry, is  thoroughly  informed  concerning  its 
tenets  and  teachings  and  in  his  life  displays 
the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft.  He  is  like- 
wise identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  For- 
esters, the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Mac- 
cabees. 

In  1887  Mr.  Millett  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Nora  Perkins,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Adelaide  (Selleck)  Perkins.  Her 
father  follows  farming  in  this  county,  but 
his  wife  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Millet  was  born 
in  Richmond,  pursued  her  education  in  the 
public  schools  there  and  afterward  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Armada  for  four  years.  She 
had  three  children,  but  Marie,  the  eldest,  who 
was  born  July  13,  1893,  died  October  24,  1900, 
when  seven  years  of  age.  The  others  are: 
Ethel  A.,  born  December  24,  1894;  and  Bert 
P.,  who  was  born  March  10,  1902.  The  fam- 
ily attend  the  Congregational  church  and  Mr. 
Millett  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democracy.  He  and  his  wife  enjoy  the  high 
esteem  of  many  friends  and  occupy  a  very 
enviable  position  in  social  circles,  where  true 
worth  and  intelligence  are  received  as  the 
passports  into  good  society. 
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REV.   JOHN   RUSSELL. 

Rev.  John  Russell,  of  New  Haven,  was 
born  in  Livingston  county,  New  York,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1822.  His  parents,  Jesse  and 
Catharine  (Barber)  Russell  were  natives  of 
New  Jersey  but  became  acquainted  and  were 
married  in  Livingston  county,  New  York, 
in  1818.  The  father  was  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent and  the  mother  was  of  English  and 
German  blood.  They  were  blessed  with  four 
sons  and  two  daughters  who  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  About  1830  the  family 
removed  to  Niagara  county  and  settled  on  a 
farm  three  miles  from  the  falls,  remaining 
there  until  1838,  when  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  fixed  their  home  in  the  township  of 
Cambridge,  Lenawee  county.  The  father 
died  April  3,  1885,  lacking  only  a  few  days 
of  completing  his  eighty-eighth  year.  The 
mother  remained  until  May  31,  1895,  near 
the  close  of  the  ninety-fifth  year  of  her  age. 
They  loved  God,  wrought  righteousness,  and 
were  most  highly  esteemed  by  those  who 
knew  them  best.  The  subject  of  our  sketch 
inherited  a  firm,  sinewy,  physical  constitu- 
tion as  well  as  a  vigorous,  well  balanced 
mind,  both  capable  of  much  endurance. 
These  qualities  have  enabled  him  to  perform 
much  labor  both  of  a  mental  and  physical 
character  during  his  later  years.  What  he 
has  most  deplored  is  the  fact  that  his  early 
educational  advantages  were  confined  to  the 
public  schools  of  his  immediate  vicinity,  but 
rfuch  as  those  advantages  were  he  evidently 
made  the  best  possible  use  of  them,  for  in 
his  examination  on  a  prescribed  course  of 
study  preparatory  to  the  ministry,  with  a 
college  president  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  was  awarded  the  hightest  number 
on  every  branch.  Mr.  Russell  has  been  twice 
married.  The  first  time  to  Miss  Catharine 
Pulver,  of  Lenaw^ee  county,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  Charles  P.  Russell,  of  Detroit,  who 
was  born  in  Romeo,  December  8,  1845. 
Losing  his  first  wife  by  death  he  subse- 
quently married  Miss  Mary  J.  Herriman, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Herriman,  of  the 
township  of  Chesterfield.  To  them  have 
been  born  seven  children,  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
All  are  married  and  muster  a  total  of  four- 
teen grandchildren. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  celebrated  the  fif- 
tieth anniversary  of  their  marriage  on  the 
21st  of  January,  1902,  in  a  quiet  way  at  the 
home  of  their  youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Luttenbacher,   of  New  Haven.     Many  sub- 


stantial tokens  of  esteem  and  affection  were 
presented  them  on  the  occasion,  among  them 
may  be  mentioned  fifty  dollars  in  gold  by 
express  from  their  youngest  son,  living  in 
Portland,   Oregon. 

Mr.  Russell  entered  the  Methodist  minis- 
try when  in  his  twenty-first  year,  and  by 
studious  habits  and  his  rare  gifts  as  a  public 
speaker  has  continued  to  hold  an  honorable 
and  influential  place  in  the  profession  for 
more  than  sixty  years.  The  following  are 
among  the  places  wrhere  he  has  served 
churches  with  great  acceptability:  Romeo, 
Port  Huron,  Mount  Clemens,  Utica,  Wash- 
ington, Ypsilanti,  Detroit,  Flint,  Pontiac  and 
Marquette.  He  has  also  served  two  terms 
of  four  years  each  as  presiding  elder  of  a  dis- 
trict. Twice  he  has  been  elected  by  the  De- 
troit annual  conference  as  a  delegate  to  the 
general  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church.  In  the  session  of  1880  he  was 
made  chairman  of  the  special  committee  on 
temperance  and  thoroughly  revised  the 
teachings  and  discipline  of  his  church  on  that 
subject,  himself  writing  every  line  of  a  very 
elaborate  report  which  was  adopted  without 
amendment.  Through  his  whole  life  he  has 
been  a  total  abstainer  from  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  of  every  kind  and  from  the 
use  of  tobacco  in  any  form,  and  from  early 
manhood  he  has  advocated  the  complete  out- 
lawry of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  alco- 
holic beverages.  The  following,  written  by 
him,  has  stood  for  the  past  twenty-five  years 
as  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the  Metho- 
dist church  on  the  temperance  question : 

"Temperance  in  its  broader  meaning  is 
distinctively  a  Christian  virtue,  enjoined  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures.  It  implies  a  subordina- 
tion of  the  emotions,  passions  and  appetites 
to  the  control  of  reason  and  conscience. 
Dietetically  it  means  a  wise  use  of  suitable 
articles  of  food  and  drink  with  entire  ab- 
stinence from  such  as  are  known  to  be  hurt- 
ful. Both  science  and  human  experience 
agree  with  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  con- 
demning all  alcoholic  beverages  as  being 
neither  useful  nor  safe.  The  business  of 
manufacturing  and  of  vending  such  liquors 
is  also  against  the  principles  of  morality,  po- 
litical economy  and  the  public  welfare.  We 
therefore  regard  voluntary  total  abstinence 
from  all  intoxicants  as  the  true  ground  of 
personal  temperance  and  complete  legal  pro- 
hibition of  the  traffic  in  alcoholic  drinks  as 
the  duty  of  civil  government." 

The  above  paragraph  was  quite  exten- 
sively commended  by  the  press  when  it  first 
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appeared,  The  Baltimore  American  remark- 
ing* that  the  author  was  "entitled  to  a  patent 
on  it  for  its  perspicuity  and  distinctness  of 
definition."  Perhaps  Mr.  Russell  will  be  as 
well  remembered  by  his  service  to  the  cause 
of  temperance  as  from  any  other  branch  of 
his  widely  extended  and  long  continued  pub- 
lic career.  It  was  in  the  church  of  which  he 
was  then  pastor,  in  the  city  of  Detroit  in 
1852,  where  the  first  public  meeting  was 
held  to  organize  for  the  campaign  which 
secured  a  prohibitory  statute  for  the  state 
in  the  following  year.  That  meeting  was 
addressed  by  Hon.  Jacob  M.  Howard,  Hon. 
William  A.  Howard,  Dr.  George  Duffield, 
Hon.  Ross  Wilkins  and  Rev.  John  A.  Baugh- 
man.  These  men  were  "giants  in  the  earth 
in  those  days."  He  was  part  owner  and 
joint  editor  of  the  Michigan  Advocate  pub- 
lished in  Detroit  during  that  struggle  for 
prohibition,  and  succeeded  in  helping  to  se- 
cure more  than  eighteen  thousand  majority 
for  the  law  at  a  special  election  to  test  that 
question,  in  June,  1853,  and  which  deter- 
mined the  policy  of  the  state  until  1875.  He 
has  co-operated  with  most  of  the  leading 
temperance  organizations  during  his  time, 
joining  the  Sons  of  Temperance  at  Mount 
Clemens  in  1848.  In  1863  he  was  elected 
as  presiding  officer  of  the  order  of  Good 
Templars  in  the  state,  to  which  position  he 
was  re-elected  annually  for  ten  years,  the 
membership  increasing  more  than  thirty 
thousand  during  his  administration.  He  was 
also  twice  placed  at  the  head  of  that  order 
in  the  world  and  presided  over  the  first  ses- 
sion ever  held  east  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  city 
of  London,  England.  So  satisfactory  were 
his  services  in  that  office  that  on  leaving  the 
chair  the  English  delegates  presented  him  a 
beautiful  and  expensive  gold  watch  as  a 
souvenir,  inscribed  as  follows:  "Presented 
to  the  Rev.  John  Russell,  Right  Worthy 
Grand  Templar  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit 
to  London,  England,  as  presiding  officer  of 
the  Right  Worthy  Grand  Lodge  of  the  I.  0. 
of  G.  T.,  July  25,  1873."  During  the  two 
years  following  his  presidency  this  order 
employed  him  as  their  grand  lecturer,  en- 
abling him  to  visit  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  largest  cities  of  Great  Britain, 
Canada  and  the  United  States.  Although 
his  theme  was  one  not  calculated  to  elicit 
very  much  sympathy  or  commendation  from 
the  secular  press,  yet  a  volume  might  be 
composed  of  favorable  notices  of  his  plat- 
form speeches  both  in  this  country  and 
abroad.     A  brief  excerpta  will  be  in  place 


here:  The  New  Haven  Daily  Palladium 
(Connecticut)  said:  "He  is  a  man  of  great 
power  and  handles  his  subject  with  such  mas- 
terly skill  as  to  at  once  interest  thinking 
men  of  all  shades  of  sentiment."  "This 
gentleman  is  an  able  speaker  and  not  only 
the  friends  but  the  enemies  of  temperance 
should  hear  him." — Bay  City  Journal.  "As 
a  platform  speaker  Mr.  Russell  has  few 
equals  for  solid  logic,  keen  analysis  and  gen- 
uine wit.  He  is  a  debater  not  easily  worsted 
and  he  can  pierce  the  sophistries  of  oppon- 
ents with  masterly  skill." — Connecticut 
Journal.  "Mr.  Russell  is  a  man  of  decided 
ability  and  is  apparently  a  man  of  great  sin- 
cerity of  purpose.  He  speaks  forcibly  and  is 
at  times  quite  eloquent." — Hartford  Cou- 
rant. 

In  1874  he  was  invited  to  deliver  a  4th 
of  July  address  on  prohibition  at  Ripon, 
Wisconsin.  Of  this  effort  the  Ripon  Free 
Press  spoke  in  part  as  follows:  "The 
speaker  showed  himself  familiar  with  his 
subject  and  armed  with  most  convincing  ar- 
guments for  prohibition.  The  lecture  was 
one  of  the  grandest  efforts  ever  listened  to 
in  Ripon.  He  is  sowing  golden  grain  in  these 
parts."  After  a  visit  to  Delaware,  Ohio,  seat 
of  Wesleyan  University,  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors writing  for  the  press  said:  "As  to 
the  address  of  Mr.  Russell  at  the  Opera 
House;  in  point  of  argument  it  was  a  most 
masterly  one  and  as  a  specimen  of  oratory 
it  would  vie  with  the  best  efforts  of  Clay 
or  Webster.  Such  a  presentation  of  law, 
philosophy,  history  and  religion  was  never 
witnessed  in  any  one  man  in  Delaware  be- 
fore. This  is  not  merely  an  opinion  of  your 
correspondent  but  is  the  expressed  opinion 
of  the  ablest  and  most  talented  men  of  our 
educational  city."  The  late  Dr.  Arthur  Ed- 
wards, writing  editorially  in  the  Chicago 
Northwestern  Christian  Advocate,  speaking 
of  his  work  in  the  temperance  reform,  says  : 
"Mr.  Russell  has  grown  gray  in  the  combat 
and  to-day  he  occupies  the  only  consistent 
and  logical  ground  in  respect  to  this  greatest 
of  national  questions." 

On  the  approach  of  Mr.  Russell's  seventy- 
fifth  birthday,  friends  from  a  distance  sent 
him  many  congratulatory  letters.  We  have 
his  permission  to  insert  the  two  following  in 
this  place.  The  first  is  from  Dr.  I.  K.  Punk, 
of  the  Funk  &  Wagnalls  Publishing  Com- 
pany, New  York:  "My  Dear  Friend  and 
Brother:  Permit  me  as  your  seventy-fifth 
birthday  approaches  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  noble  testimony  that  you  have  borne  for 
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many  years  for  truth,  for  the  home,  for  man 
and  for  God.  Such  a  life  as  yours  leads  us 
to  think  more  nobly  of  the  entire  race.  May 
your  life  be  spared  for  many  long  years. 
Yours  for  the  absolute  destruction  of  the 
liquor  traffic."  The  other  is  from  the  mar- 
velously  gifted  pen  of  that  saintly  woman, 
Miss  Francis  E.  "Willard:  "Honored  and 
Dear  Brother :  You  have  influenced  my  life 
and  my  beliefs  for  good  and  for  this  I  write 
to  thank  you  on  your  seventy-fifth  birthday. 
Tens  of  thousands  of  temperance  men  and 
women  could  truthfully  say  the  same.  I  re- 
member vividly  your  presence  in  several 
temperance  conventions  and  if  I  were  to 
express  your  character  in  two  words  they 
would  be  'No  Compromise.'  You  have  from 
the  beginning  stood  for  the  truth  and  the 
whole  truth  as  you  saw  it  and  have  sacri- 
ficed yourself  on  its  altar.  Henceforth  there 
is  laid  up  for  you  a  crown  of  life.  You  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  you  have  finished  your 
work,  you  have  kept  the  faith.  My  heart 
thanks  God  that  you  have  lived  and  wrought 
and  that  you  have  helped  me  to  be  a  better 
and  more  useful  woman.  In  another  country 
and  a  heavenly  I  hope  to  talk  with  you 

With  grateful  tongue 
Of  storms  and  trials  past 
And  to  praise  the  mighty  Pilot 
Who  brought  us  through  the  rapids. 

Believe  me  yours  with  every  good  wish  for 
the  life  that  now  is,  and  the  life  that  is  to 
come.     Francis  E.  Willard." 

Out  of  sixty-two  years  of  public  life  Mr. 
Russell  has  maintained  a  residence  in  Ma- 
comb county  thirty-six  years.  Some  portions 
of  the  time  as  pastor  of  different  churches, 
at  other  times  traveling  at  large,  lecturing 
and  preaching,  and  still  in  other  years  edit- 
ing and  publishing  newspapers.  In  1864  he 
began  the  publication  of  the  Peninsular  Her- 
ald at  Romeo,  intended  chiefly  as  the  organ 
of  the  Good  Templar  organization  in  the 
state.  In  1866  his  son,  Captain  Charles  P. 
Russell,  having  returned  from  the  Civil  war, 
they  removed  with  the  Herald  to  Detroit, 
where  J.  Russell  &  Son  continued  its  pub- 
lication for  six  years  longer.  At  first  the 
Herald  had  no  office  of  its  own,  but  hired  the 
mechanical  work  done  in  the  office  of  the 
Romeo  Argus.  Only  a  few  numbers  of  the 
Herald  had  been  issued  when  the  Argus  of- 
fice was  consumed  by  fire.  This  was  a  great 
local  calamity  and  to  the  proprietor  of  both 


journals  presented  a  difficult  problem.  The 
Phoenix  would  not  rise  from  her  ashes  with- 
out strong  financial  wings.  But  the  princi- 
pal citizens  of  that  enterprising  village 
evinced  their  confidence  in  Mr.  Russell  by 
presenting  him  a  spot  cash  bonus  of  two 
thousand  dollars  to  start  up  with,  on  condi- 
tion that  he  would  guarantee  the  publication 
of  a  local  paper  there  for  the  next  ten  years. 
Whereupon  he  added  to  the  sum  presented 
by  the  citizens  in  the  purchase  of  an  office, 
re-issued  his  temperance  paper  and  founded 
the  Romeo  Observer,  which,  although  chang- 
ing hands  several  times,  has  continued  unin- 
terruptedly for  more  than  forty  years. 

The  beautiful  and  somewhat  noted  Simp- 
son Park  campground,  situated  one  and  a 
half  miles  northwest  of  Romeo,  was  also  pur- 
chased on  Mr.  Russell's  suggestion  and  un- 
der his  administration  as  presiding  elder  of 
the  district  in  the  summer  of  1865.  He 
solicited  most  of  the  money  to  pay  for  it, 
preached  the  dedicatory  discourse  and  built 
the  first  cottage  on  the  ground. 

Politically  Mr.  Russell  has  also  been  a  re- 
former. He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  in 
1844,  in  the  township  of  Washington,  for 
James  G.  Birney,  the  anti-slavery  candidate, 
and  so  straight  through  on  the  same  side 
until  after  the  Civil  Avar.  In  1845  he  was 
invited  to  counsel  with  the  late  Hon.  Dexter 
Muzzy  and  a  few  men  of  like  type  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  anti-slavery  vot- 
ers of  Macomb  county.  He  is  a  firm  be- 
liever in  well  organized  and  honorably  con- 
ducted political  parties.  To  him  a  citizen 
without  a  party  is  analogous  to  "a  man  with- 
out a  country."  Nevertheless,  he  does  not 
believe  that  any  party  in  this  country  can 
have  an  unconditioned  and  perpetual  char- 
ter. Political  prejudice  and  religious  big- 
otry are  both  distasteful  to  him.  Religion 
in  its  true  and  best  sense  lives  right  on,  while 
a  good  and  useful  ecclesiastical  organization 
of  one  age  may  by  bad  human  management 
become  effete  and  worthless  in  a  future  age. 
The  same  is  more  particularly  true  of  po- 
litical parties.  However,  not  every  trifling 
difference  of  opinion  among  citizens  will  jus- 
tify the  rending  of  old  party  ties  and  the 
formation  of  new  parties.  Yet  questions  of 
so  radical  a  nature  as  to  demand  a  re-align- 
ment of  voters  have  arisen  and  are  likely  to 
arise  in  this  country ;  then  it  may  become  un- 
patriotic to  adhere  to  old  parties  and  refuse 
to  form  new  ones.  Holding  these  general 
principles  sacred  he  has  acted  boldly  upon 
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them  in  dealing  with  the  liquor  traffic. 
Hence  he  is  known,  and  wishes  to  be  the 
world  over,  as  the  "Father  of  the  Prohibi- 
tion Party. ' '  He  does  not  wish  us  to  discuss 
here  either  the  wisdom  or  folly  of  his  course, 
but  does  desire  to  go  truthfully  and  square- 
ly on  record  in  this  respect.  Mr.  Russell 
wrote  the  first  article  favoring  such  an  or- 
ganization, presided  temporarily  over  its 
first  convention,  and  was  its  first  nominee  for 
the  vice  presidency,  was  the  first  chairman 
of  its  national  committee  and  yet  continues, 
as  far  as  health  and  failing  strength  will 
permit,  to  champion  its  claims.  In  1892  his 
party  supported  him  for  governor  of  the 
state  and  he  has  several  times  been  nomi- 
nated for  congress,  always  leading  his  ticket 
in  the  number  of  votes  received. 

Two  pamphlets  written  by  him  some 
years  ago  have  probably  contributed  more 
than  any  other  documents  to  engage  the  at- 
tention of  thinking  men  in  that  direction. 
One  is  entitled  "An  Adequate  Remedy  for  a 
National  Evil,"  and  the  other  "The  Liquor 
Traffic  versus  Political  Economy." 

He  is  a  believer  in  progress,  not  only  in 
science  and  in  the  arts,  but  in  philosophy, 
religion  and  government.  That  true  politics 
includes  the  "protection  of  citizens  in  their 
rights  with  the  preservation  and  improve- 
ment of  their  morals. ' '  To  this  end  he  adopts 
the  sentiment  of  Lowell : 

"New  times  demand  new  measures  and  new 

men; 
The  world  advances  and  in  time  outgrows 
The  laws  that  in  our  fathers'  days  were  best; 
And,  doubtless,  after  us,  some  purer  scheme 
"Will  be  shaped  out  by  wiser  men  than  we, 
Made  wiser  by  the  steady  growth  of  truth." 


W.  F.  EDMUNDS. 


W.  F.  Edmunds  came  to  Michigan  from  the 
Empire  state,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Albany,  New  York,  June  20,  1851.  His  par- 
ents died  during  his  infancy  and  he  after- 
wards made  his  home  with  Peter  Stanley, 
who  went  to  Barry  county,  Michigan,  in 
1863.  When  a  youth  of  only  twelve  years  he 
began  life  for  himself  by  working  as  a  farm- 
hand during  the  summer  months,  while  in  the 
winter  seasons  he  continued  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  county,  and  later 
at  Ann  Arbor.    It  was  in  that  city  he  became 


connected  with  the  family  whose  name  he 
finally  adopted.  He  was  married  December 
16,  1877,  to  Miss  Anna  Lowell,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Sarah  (Warwick)  Lowell,  of  New 
Haven,  Michigan,  and  began  operating  a 
farm  on  shares  near  Battle  Creek  and  was 
thus  engaged  for  about  three  years. 

The  year  1880  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Ma- 
comb county,  where  he  purchased  the 
"Light"  farm  in  Lenox  township,  where  he 
remained  for  twelve  years,  placing  the  fields 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Removing 
to  New  Haven  in  1892  he  has  since  been  con- 
nected with  the  grain  trade,  building  the  large 
storage  and  implement  house  known  as  Mac- 
cabee  Hall.  This  he  sold  in  1901,  and  for  a 
year  retired  from  business.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  period  he  purchased  the  New  Ha- 
ven Roller  Mills,  which  he  remodeled  and 
equipped  with  new  machinery  throughout, 
and  is  now  doing  a  very  successful  and  ex- 
tensive business  in  the  manufacture  of  flour. 
In  1899  Mr.  Edmunds  built  his  beautiful 
residence  on  West  Main  street.  It  is  a  mod- 
ern structure,  attractive  in  architecture, 
tasteful  in  its  furnishings  and  especially 
pleasing  because  of  its  "homey7-  air  and 
warm-hearted  hospitality.  A  daughter,  Es- 
ther Victoria,  an  only  child,  is  the  treasured 
jewel  in  this  beautiful  home-setting. 

Mr.  Edmunds  has  long  been  identified  as 
one  of  the  influential  and  prominent  citizens 
of  his  town.  He  has  held  the  office  of  com- 
missioner of  Lenox  township,  supervisor  for 
two  years,  treasurer  for  two  years,  served  as 
president  of  the  village  for  several  years,  and 
has  had  a  position  on  the  New  Haven  school 
board  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Mr.  Edmunds  is  also  a  representative  of 
industrialism  in  New  Haven.  Besides  being 
the  owner  of  the  New  Haven  Roller  Mills  and 
considerable  other  property,  he  is  one  of  the 
leading  stockholders  and  president  of  the  New 
Haven  Elgin  Creamery  Company  and  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  New  Haven  Savings 
Bank,  of  which  he  has  continuously  served  as 
president.  He  has  likewise  been  a  factor  in 
the  promotion  of  various  other  schemes  of 
public  enterprises,  successful  and  otherwise. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  New 
Haven  lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  stands  to-day  as 
a  typical  representative  of  the  spirit  of  the 
times;  closely  in  touch  with  the  world's  prog- 
ress, possessing  an  intellectual  force  which  en- 
ables him  to  understand  existing  conditions, 
to  correctly  value  possibilities  and  utilize  op- 
portunities, not  only  in  the  fields  of  com- 
merce and  finance  but  also  in  public  matters 
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where  the  general  interests  of  society  are  af- 
fected. He  forms  his  plans  readily  and  is 
determined  in  his  execution.  Moreover,  his 
business  methods  are  such  as  will  bear  the 
closest  investigation,  or  most  critical  scrutiny 
into  his  integrity. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  W.  F.  Edmunds,  so 
closely  allied  as  they  were  with  the  pioneer 
life  of  Macomb  county,  seem  appropriately 
entitled  to  honorable  mention  in  connection 
with  this  family  history. 

Henry  Lowell  was  born  in  Bennington 
county,  Vermont,  in  1825.  His  father,  Peter 
Lowell,  while  a  student  in  Sweden  was  taken 
prisoner  by  pirates  while  on  a  pleasure  trip 
with  his  uncle,  who  was  master  of  a  merchant 
craft,  and  for  nine  years  had  no  opportunity 
to  escape.  Although  attempts  were  repeat- 
edly made,  punishment  was  his  only  rewrard, 
but  finally,  under  cover  of  darkness,  he 
jumped  overboard  while  near  Boston  harbor 
and  swimming  three  miles  succeeded  in 
reaching  land  and  eventually  made  his  way 
to  Vermont,  where  he  married  Nancy  Smith 
and  settled.  He  died  about  1828,  his  son 
Henry  being  at  that  time  three  years  of  age. 
The  latter,  in  1848,  came  to  Macomb  county, 
settling  in  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  leased 
a  stave  and  heading  mill,  which  he  operated 
for  four  years.  He  married  Sarah  A.  War- 
wick in  January,  1853,  removed  to  New  Bal- 
timore and  continued  the  same  business  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  Lenox  township  and  became  actively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  were 
carried  on  in  addition  to  the  operation  of 
a  sawmill  (about  1866)  until  1895,  when  he 
divided  his  farm  between  his  sons  and  re- 
moved, for  a  time,  to  New  Haven.  Later  he 
purchased  another  farm  in  Chesterfield  town- 
ship and  renewed  his  labors,  giving  his  time 
and  energies  to  the  cultivation  of  his  fine 
farm  there  until  1901,  when  through  the  per- 
suasion of  his  children  he  again  consented  to 
give  up  such  a  strenuous  life  and  early  in 
March  of  that  year  returned  to  New  Haven 
to  enjoy  a  well-earned  rest,  but  before  he 
was  fairly  settled  in  his  new  home  he  passed 
away,  March  22,  1901.  His  wife  survived 
him  only  four  days. 

Sarah  A.  Warwick  was  born  on  board  the 
ship  on  which  her  parents,  Richard  and  Mary 
(Randall)  Warwick,  were  crossing  from  Eng- 
land to  America  in  1835.  The  captain  be- 
stowed upon  her  the  name  of  his  vessel  (Sarah 
Ann),  together  with  a  piece  of  gold,  as  was 
the  custom  of  those  times.  After  landing  at 
Montreal  these  homeseekers  in  a  foreign  land, 


with  their  little  family,  made  their  way 
through  Canada  and  across  Lake  St.  Clair, 
settling  near  New  Baltimore,  on  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Ridge,  where  bears  and  Indians 
were  then  their  nearest  neighbors.  Both  her 
parents  dying  while  she  was  still  a  child,  she 
was  taken  into  the  home  of  Robert  Knight  on 
the  Gratiot  turnpike,  where  she  was  kindly 
given  a  good  home  until  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Lowell.  Three  sons  and  one  daughter  sur- 
vive them  and  a  kindly  remembrance  by 
hosts  of  friends. 


CAPTAIN  SYDENHAM  SCOTT. 

Captain  Sydenham  Scott,  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, one  of  the  best  known  representatives 
of  navigation  interests  on  the  eastern  coast, 
w^as  born  in  Detroit,  June  21,  1843,  a  son 
of  George  Scott,  a  native  of  London,  Eng- 
land, who  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1837  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Windsor,  Canada,  where 
he  lived  for  five  years.  He  was  a  baker  by 
trade  and  for  many  years  followed  that 
pursuit.  About  1842  he  removed  to  Detroit 
and  it  was  there  that  Captain  Scott  was 
born,  but  the  parents  soon  removed  to  Mount 
Clemens  and  in  the  latter  city  the  captain 
pursued  his  education  until  he  was  twelve 
years  of  age,  when  he  left  home  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world. 

He  w^ent  to  Detroit  where  he  secured  a  po- 
sition in  a  store  and  w^as  thus  employed  until 
seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  went  to  Lake 
Huron  and  for  twelve  years  was  engaged  in 
the  fishing  business.  He  next  sailed  on 
the  great  lakes  and  for  over  forty  years  fol- 
lowed that  vocation,  continuing  upon  the 
water  until  about  three  years  ago.  Winning 
advancement  and  promotion  he  was  soon 
made  master  of  a  vessel  and  has  since  been 
in  command  of  many.  He  was  first  master 
of  the  schooner,  John  Minor,  of  Detroit,  and 
has  since  had  charge  of  various  kinds  of 
boats,  including  both  freight  and  passenger 
steamers,  and  his  acquaintance  was  very 
wide  in  shipping  circles.  Three  years  ago  he 
left  the  water  and  returning  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens leased  the  Mount  Clemens  Hunting  & 
Fishing  Club. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Scott  is  a  repub- 
lican, having  long  supported  that  party  but 
without  political  aspiration  that  office  should 
be  given  him  in  recognition  of  his  party 
fealty.     He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Detroit 
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and  now  holds  membership  in  the  lodge  at 
Mount  Clemens.  There  is  in  him  something 
usually  seen  in  those  who  battle  with  the 
forces  of  nature  and  learn  to  know  her  in  her 
varying  moods — a  sturdiness  and  strength 
of  purpose  that  command  confidence  and  in- 
spire respect.  His  circle  of  acquaintances 
is  extensive,  the  circle  of  his  friends  almost 
equally  so,  and  he  is  now  classed  with  the 
leading  citizens  of  Mount  Clemens. 


STONE  BROTHERS. 

The  Stone  brothers  are  well  known  in  Ma- 
comb county,  living  on  section  22,  Washing- 
ton township.  They  are  among  the  promi- 
nent farmers  of  their  locality,  owning  and 
operating  a  tract  of  land  of  about  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  known  as  the  old  Stone 
homestead.  This  is  a  well-improved  and  valu- 
able place  and  its  thrifty  appearance  indi- 
cates the  careful  supervision  of  the  owners. 

The  brothers  are  natives  of  this  county, 
having  been  born  on  the  farm  where  they 
now  reside,  the  date  of  Arthur  Stone's  birth 
being  January  20,  1865,  and  that  of  Omar  T. 
Stone,  March  5,  1867.  They  are  sons  of  "Wil- 
liam A.  Stone,  who  was  born  on  the  same 
farm  in  1824,  and  in  turn  was  a  son  of  Aaron 
Stone,  who  came  from  New  York  to  Michigan 
among  the  first  settlers  who  established  homes 
in  Macomb  county.  He  entered  his  land  from 
the  government,  opened  up  his  farm  and  made 
a  good  home  for  his  family.  The  Stone  broth- 
ers now  have  the  original  patents  which  were 
granted  to  their  grandfather,  giving  him  own- 
ership to  the  land. 

William  A.  Stone  was  reared  upon  the 
homestead  farm  and,  having  arrived  at  years 
of  maturity,  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline 
Lamb,  a  native  of  Macomb  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Squire  Lamb,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  here.  William  Stone  succeeded  to  the 
ownership  of  his  father's  farm  by  purchas- 
ing the  interests  of  the  other  heirs.  He  re- 
built and  improved  the  house,  built  a  barn 
and  in  course  of  time  purchased  more  land 
until  he  owned  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
and  became  recognized  in  his  community  as 
one  of  its  most  prominent  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers.  He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Union  church  of  Washington  and  was  es- 
teemed by  friends  and  neighbors  for  the  pos- 
session of  those  qualities  which  in  every  land 
and  clime  awaken  respect  and  confidence. 
His  birth  occurred  November  24,  1824.     His 


first  wife  passed  away  about  1870  and  he 
afterward  married  again. 

There  are  three  sons  and  a  daughter  of  the 
first  marriage,  the  eldest  being  Dr.  W.  A. 
Stone,  who  is  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Kalamazoo  Asylum.  Arthur  and  Omar  T. 
are  the  next  of  the  family.  Helen  is  the  wife 
of  Judge  H.  A.  Lockwood,  who  is  now  on  the 
bench  of  the  Monroe  circuit  court. 

Arthur  and  Omar  T.  Stone  were  reared  on 
the  old  home  farm,  pursued  their  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  afterward  continued 
their  studies  in  the  Romeo  high  school.  Omar 
T.  Stone  also  attended  two  years  at  the  Mon- 
roe high  school,  while  their  brother,  who  is 
a  physician,  is  a  graduate  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  State  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor.  Arthur  and  Omar  T.  Stone 
purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in 
the  old  home  place,  thus  becoming  propriet- 
ors of  the  farm.  They  have  further  im- 
proved and  developed  this  and  are  successful 
in  their  chosen  work,  having  now  a  property 
which  is  classed  with  the  best  farms  in  this 
portion  of  the  state.    . 

Omar  T.  Stone  was  married  in  Oakland 
county,  Michigan,  February  19,  1902,  to  Miss 
Kitty  Garvin,  who  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  that  county  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
high  school  of  Oxford.  After  completing  her 
own  education  she  engaged  in  teaching  for  a 
few  years  prior  to  her  marriage.  There  is  one 
daughter  by  this  marriage,  Elizabeth  A. 
Stone. 

In  political  affiliation  and  belief  the  Stone 
brothers  are  republicans,  stanch  and  active  in 
the  support  of  the  party,  yet  never  seeking  of- 
fice. Omar  T.  Stone  and  his  wife  attend  the 
Union  church  and  Mrs.  Stone  was  at  one  time 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  The 
brothers  are  members  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, being  affiliated  with  the  blue  lodge  at 
Romeo.  They  are  well  known  in  the  town  and 
in  the  county  as  men  of  sterling  character  and 
worth  and  are  much  esteemed  by  a  wide  circle 
of  friends. 


ROBERT  N.  JONES. 

Robert  N.  Jones,  who  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life  in  Meade,  was  for  many  years  ac- 
tively interested  in  farming  in  Macomb  town- 
ship, where  he  owned  and  operated  a  tract  of 
land.  He  was  born  in  that  township,  April 
15,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  James  Jones  and  a 
brother  of  Charles  H.  Jones,  who  is  repre- 
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sented  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Robert 
Jones  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  old  home 
farm,  remaining  with  his  father  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority  and  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools.  He  was  married  in  Ches- 
terfield township,  Macomb  county,  February 
27,  1865,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Harriet  A.  Hart,  who  was  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  Chesterfield  township.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Putnam  Hart  and  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
Charles  Jones. 

Following  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
located  on  a  farm  in  Macomb  township,  where 
he  had  fifty  acres  of  land,  which  he  at  once 
began  to  cultivate,  making  excellent  improve- 
ments upon  the,  place.  In  due  course  of  time 
he  gathered  rich  harvests  and  year  by  year 
his  labors  were  thus  rewarded.  As  his  finan- 
cial resources  increased  he  purchased  more 
land  until  he  owned  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres.  Upon  his  farm  he  built  a  good  resi- 
dence, two  good  barns  and  two  windmills,  one 
of  which  was  for  pumping  purposes  while  the 
other  furnished  power  for  grinding  feed.  He 
likewise  planted  an  orchard,  put  in  stock 
scales  and,  in  fact,  added  all  modern  equip- 
ments, accessories  and  conveniences  to  his 
farm  until  it  became  one  of  the  valuable  prop- 
erties of  the  township.  He  raised  and  fed 
stock  and  also  engaged  in  the  dairy  business. 
Each  year  he  fed  a  large  number  of  cattle  and 
in  this  branch  of  his  business  was  quite  suc- 
cessful. In  all  departments  of  his  labor,  how- 
ever, he  prospered  and  thus  added  to  his  capi- 
tal year  by  year  until  he  was  at  length  en- 
abled to  retire  from  active  business  life  in 
1902.  In  that  year  he  rented  his  farm  and 
purchased  the  residence  property  which  he 
now  occupies  in  Meade.  He  has  repaired  and 
rebuilt  the  house  and  now  has  a  neat  home, 
pleasantly  furnished.  In  1905  he  sold  eighty 
acres  of  his  farm  to  his  son,  who  is  on  the 
home  place. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  been  born 
four  children,  who  are  yet  living:  Flora,  the 
wife  of  Francis  Furton,  a  farmer  of  Macomb 
township ;  James,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  near  Meridian,  Mississippi ; 
Delia,  the  wife  of  Judson  Wright,  a  carpen- 
ter and  machinist  of  Meade;  and  Hart  H., 
who  owns  eighty  acres  of  the  old  homestead 
and  is  operating  the  entire  farm,  being  an 
enterprising,  progressive  agriculturist  and 
stock-dealer. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Jones  is  a  demo- 
crat, but  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  of- 
fice have  had  no  attraction  for  him  as  he  has 
preferred  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his 


business  affairs.  He  has  so  directed  his  la- 
bors throughout  his  entire  life  that  a  very  de- 
sirable competence  has  rewarded  his  judg- 
ment, careful  management  and  untiring  in- 
dustry and  to-day  he  is  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  former  toil  in  a  pleasant  home  in 
Meade. 


JOHN  HOOKER. 


John  Hooker,  residing  in  New  Baltimore, 
has  extensive  and  important  agricultural  in- 
terests in  Macomb  county.  He  wras  born  in 
the  town  where  he  yet  lives,  his  natal  day 
being  November  14,  1865.  His  paternal 
great-grandfather  was  in  active  service  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  His  father,  Cortez 
P,  Hooker,  was  born  at  Hampton,  Washing- 
ton county,  New  York,  in  1814,  and  became 
a  resident  of  Washington  township,  Macomb 
county,  Michigan,  in  1837.  There  he  engaged 
in  farming  until  1851,  when  he  removed  to 
Romeo  and  afterward  to  Ashley,  now  New 
Baltimore,  where  he  carried  on  merchandis- 
ing until  1857.  He  then  again  turned  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which 
he  was  extensively  engaged  during  the  last 
nineteen  years  of  his  life,  having  large  land- 
ed interests,  while  his  fields  were  placed  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  was  prom- 
inent and  influential  in  public  affairs  and  his 
efforts  and  opinions  did  much  to  mold  pub- 
lic thought  and  action.  He  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  a  number  of  years,  was 
county  superintendent  of  the  poor,  president 
of  the  village  council  and  also  served  as  al- 
derman for  several  terms,  but  still  higher 
political  honors  were  also  accorded  him,  for 
in  1849  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  dis- 
trict in  the  lower  house  of  the  state  legis- 
lature and  in  1855  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  state  senate.  His  political  allegiance  was 
given  to  the  democracy  and  he  did  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  promote  the  growth 
and  insure  the  success  of  his  party,  yet  he 
never  sacrificed  the  welfare  of  his  constitu- 
ents or  of  the  commonwealth  to  partisan 
measures.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Margaret  Axford,  whom  he  wed- 
ded in  1842  and  stu>  died  in  New  Balti- 
more in  1861.  For  his  second  wife  he  chose 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Aratus 
Smith,  of  Romeo,  Michigan,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  two  children  :  John  and  Mary, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Frederick  L.  Burdon,  a  prac- 
ticising  physician  of  London,  Ontario.  The 
father  died  in  New  Baltimore,  in  1886,  but 
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the  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home 
with  her  son  in  New  Baltimore.  Papers  have 
been  found  whereby  her  ancestry  can  be 
traced  back  to  the  gentry  of  England,  the 
Hooker  family  possessing  a  coat  of  arms 
which  was  presented  to  them  by  one  of  the 
English  kings. 

John  Hooker  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  county  for  the  early 
educational  privileges  he  enjoyed  and  in 
1882  he  matriculated  in  the  Michigan  State 
Agricultural  College,  at  Lansing,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  on  the  completion  of  a 
regular  course,  with  the  class  of  1886.  The 
same  year  he  entered  the  American  Veterin- 
ary College  in  New  York  and  graduated 
therefrom  in  1889.  In  the  fall  of  1895  he 
entered  upon  a  course  of  study  in  the  Michi- 
gan College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  at  De- 
troit, and  was  graduated  in  1897.  He  then 
returned  to  his  home  in  New  Baltimore,  but 
has  given  little  time  to  medicine  and  sur- 
gery, preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies 
upon  his  agricultural  pursuits  and  kindred 
interests.  He  is  now  a  stockholder  in  the 
New  Baltimore  Creamery,  the  Chesterfield 
Creamery  and  the  New  Baltimore  Elevator 
Company.  He  likewise  owns  a  farm  of  over 
two  hundred  acres  near  the  town  and  sev- 
eral other  valuable  tracts  of  land  in  the 
township.  He  takes  a  very  active  interest 
in  agricultural  work  and  is  to-day  one  of 
the  representative  farmers  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty. He  has  been  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil of  Newr  Baltimore  and  was  also  justice 
of  the  peace  for  several  years. 


WINENT  IT.   D.   FOX. 

Winent  II.  I).  Fox,  who  has  gained  distinc- 
tion at  the  Macomb  county  bar,  and  who  is 
well  known  throughout  Michigan  as  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  prohibition  party, 
has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  portion  of  the 
state,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  section  8, 
Clinton  township,  June  19,  1864,  his  par- 
ents being  Henry  L.  and  Desdemona  (Wil- 
liams) Fox,  the  former  a  native  of  this  coun- 
ty and  the  latter  of  Onondaga  county,  New 
York.  His  great-grandfather,  Joel  Fox,  of 
^aybrook,  Connecticut,  after  living  for  a 
time  in  New  York,  came  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Macomb  county  during  the  pioneer 
epoch  in  its  history.  His  son,  Henry  Fox, 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  1806,  and  in  1833 
removed  from  the  Empire  state  to  Michigan, 
settling  first   in  this   county   and  then   near 


Port  Huron,  where  he  purchased  timber  land 
and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  until 
1850,  when  he  returned  to  Macomb  county, 
settling  in  Clinton  township.  He  was  at  one 
time  a  captain  of  the  state  militia,  He  died 
in  1857,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Avery, 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  died  in  1892, 
at  the  age  of  seventy- four  years.  Gustavus  A. 
Fox,  a  brother  of  Henry  Fox,  was  born  in 
1810  and  died  November  17,  1904,  aged  nine- 
ty-four years.  He  made  his  home  in  Clinton 
township  on  a  farm  which  he  entered  from 
the  government  soon  after  coming  to  this 
state. 

Henry  L.  Fox,  son  of  Captain  Henry  and 
Mary  (Avery)  Fox,  was  about  five  years  of 
age,  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  the  vicinity  of  Port  Huron, 
and  there  he  afterward  assisted  his  father  in 
the  lumber  business  until  1850,  when  they 
became  residents  of  Clinton  township,  Ma- 
comb county.  Here  he  followed  carpentering, 
coopering  and  farming  for  many  years.  His 
political  support  was  given  to  the  democratic 
party  for  a  long  period,  but  in  his  later  life 
he  became  a  prohibitionist.  He  died  March 
17,  1901,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His 
wife,  who  came  to  Mount  Clemens  with  her 
parents  in  1833,  when  ten  years  of  age,  died 
May  11,  1905,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Her 
parents  were  George  F.  and  Elsie  (Vander- 
werker)  Williams.  Her  father,  who  was  a 
veteran  of  the  war  of  1812,  died  in  1871  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years,  while  his  wife  died  in 
1863,  when  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  Of  their 
family  the  following  are  now  living :  Ruth 
II.,  the  widow  of  Gilbert  Dolson,  of  New  Ha- 
ven, Michigan;  Winent  V.,  of  Kansas;  and 
Mahala  A.,  of  New  Haven,  Michigan,  for 
many  years  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Ma- 
comb county. 

Winent  II.  D.  Fox  began  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Lenox  township  and 
was  graduated  from  the  NewT  Haven  high 
school  in  the  class  of  1883.  His  youth  was 
spent  on  the  home  farm  and  in  1882  he  began 
teaching  school,  at  the  same  time  keeping  up 
his  high  school  studies.  During  the  period 
of  his  teaching  he  was  principal  of  the  Wash- 
ington and  Memphis  schools  in  Macomb  coun- 
ty and  he  followed  the  profession  until  1893, 
when  he  began  reading  law.  On  January  1, 
1894,  he  became  a  student  in  the  law  office 
of  B.  R.  Erskine  of  Mount  Clemens  and  sub- 
sequently pursued  a  course  in  the  Detroit  Col- 
lege of  Law,  from  which  he  was  graduated  on 
April  22,    1899.     He   was  then   admitted  to 
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practice  at  the  Michigan  bar  and  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  circuit  court.  On  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1900,  he  severed  his  connection  with  Mr. 
Erskine  and  became  associated  with  Alfred 
J.  Parker,  under  the  firm  name  of  Fox  &  Par- 
ker, a  relation  that  was  maintained  until  June 
1,  1902,  since  which  time  he  has  engaged  in 
general  practice  alone.  He  always  enters  the 
courtroom  well  prepared  to  present  his  cause 
in  clear  and  forceful  manner  and  to  with- 
stand the  attacks  of  the  adversary,  his  co- 
gent reasoning  and  logical  deductions  being 
strong  points  in  his  favor. 

Mr.  Fox  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
democratic  party,  but  in  1883  he  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  prohibition  party  and  in  1903 
was  its  candidate  for  justice  of  the  supreme 
court,  receiving  fourteen  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  eleven  votes.  He  was  candidate  for 
attorney  general  of  Michigan  in  1902.  His 
political  position  accords  with  his  entire  life 
record — being  characterized  by  a  fearless  de- 
fense of  his  honest  convictions  and  his  stal- 
wart support  of  the  principles  in  which  he 
believes.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  of  the  World,  the 
Knights  of  the  Modern  Maccabees,  the  Mod- 
ern AVoodmen  and  the  National  Association 
of  Stationary  Engineers.  He  was  married 
September  12,  1899,  to  Elsie  M.  Parrott,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  Parrott,  of 
Mount  Clemens,  and  they  have  a  son,  George 
Henry,  born  July  6,  1900.  In  the  county 
where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  Mr.  Fox 
has  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance,  and 
valuing  his  own  self-respect  more  than  any 
place  or  prominence  that  he  might  gain  by 
the  sacrifice  of  his  principles,  he  has  also  won 
the  respect  of  his  fellowmen. 


CHARLES  L.  PHELPS. 

Charles  L.  Phelps,  manager  of  the  New  Ha- 
ven Lumber  &  Coal  Company,  was  born  at  the 
crossing  of  Gratiot  and  the  old  Romeo  plank 
roads  in  Lenox  township,  October  21,  1861, 
his  parents  being  Josiah  Louis  and  Calestia 
C.  (Ford)  Phelps.  The  father,  who  was  born 
in  Massachusetts  in  1814,  came  to  Macomb 
county  with  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eli- 
jah Phelps,  about  1831.  The  grandfather 
purchased  government  land  in  Lenox  town- 
ship on  the  Gratiot  turnpike  road,  where  he 
endured  the  hardships  of  the  early  pioneers 
in  opening  up  and  improving  a  farm.  He 
persistently  carried  on  his  work,  however,  un- 
til he  had  a  valuable  property,  which  he  after- 


ward divided  among  his  children.  Of  his 
family  three  sons,  William,  Edward  and  Jo- 
siah Louis,  also  spent  their  lives  in  Macomb 
county  and  died  here,  with  the  exception  of 
William,  who  departed  this  life  in  Kansas. 

Josiah  L.  Phelps  lived  on  part  of  the  origi- 
nal homestead  and  with  the  family  endured 
all  the  trials  and  privations  incident  to  the 
development  of  a  farm  in  a  pioneer  district, 
giving  his  attention  through  life  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  married  Miss  Calestia  C. 
Ford,  a  daughter  of  Gardner  and  Samantha 
Ford,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  Ohio  re- 
spectively, who  came  to  Michigan  in  1846,  set- 
tling in  Lenox  township  two  miles  north  of 
New  Haven.  Mr.  Ford  was  a  painter  by  trade 
and  died  in  1856,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1876.  The  death  of  Josiah  L.  Phelps  also 
occurred  in  1876.  His  widow  and  sons  are 
still  living  in  New  Haven,  and  one  of  the  sons 
is  now  in  charge  of  the  New  Haven  power 
house. 

The  other  son,  Charles  L.  Phelps,  was  a 
student  in  the  district  schools  of  New  Haven 
until  ten  years  of  age,  when  he  began  work- 
ing in  Hazelton's  mill,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed until  1881,  when  he  was  sent  to  Wash- 
ington, Macomb  county,  where  he  worked  in 
the  sawmill  for  thirteen  years.  In  1894  he 
went  to  Detroit  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
firm  of  Brownlee  &  Company  until  1898,  when 
he  again  came  to  New  Haven,  where  he  or- 
ganized the  New  Haven  Lumber  &  Coal  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  the  largest  stockholder 
and  is  now  the  manager.  This  has  proved  a 
prosperous  business  venture,  a  large  and  prof- 
itable trade  having  been  secured. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1887,  Mr.  Phelps 
was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  E.  Briggs,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Briggs,  of  Chesterfield 
township.  She  died  July  31,  1900,  leaving  a 
son,  Glenn  C.  On  the  27th  of  November, 
1902,  Mr.  Phelps  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie 
S.  Simmons,  a  daughter  of  Wesley  Simmons, 
of  Lenox  township,  and  by  this  marriage 
there  is  one  son,  Stanford  N.  Mrs.  Phelps' 
father  was  born  in  Chesterfield  township, 
January  31,  1840,  and  was  a  son  of  Cyrus  B. 
Simmons,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Oneida 
county,  New  York,  in  1813.  The  latter  came 
to  Macomb  county  in  1832  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  government  land  on  section  7,  in 
what  is  now  Chesterfield  township,  the  deed 
being  signed  by  Martin  Van  Buren,  then 
president  of  the  United  States.  His  first  work 
was  to  clear  enough  land  in  order  to  plant 
some  grain.  Having  no  saw,  all  of  the  timber 
was  cut  down  with  an  ax.    When  a  small  crop 
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had  been  put  in  Mr.  Simmons  undertook  the 
work  of  cutting  a  road,  he  and  other  neigh- 
bors going  as  far  as  Fairchild  and  then  work- 
ing back  toward  their  own  homes.  He  made 
the  first  cart  used  in  this  section,  constructing 
it  by  cutting  a  large  log  and  joining  the 
blocks  with  iron  bands.  His  labors  were 
not  alone  for  his  own  welfare,  for  he  was 
likewise  interested  in  school  work  and  was 
one  of  the  first  members  of  the  school  board 
of  district  No.  3.  He  also  aided  in  building 
the  first  Methodist  Episcopal  church  on  Gra- 
tiot road,  and  thus  he  contributed  in  no  im- 
material manner  to  the  substantial  upbuilding 
of  intellectual  and  moral  progress  of  this 
community.    He  died  January  26,  1886. 

Wesley  Simmons,  father  of  Mrs.  Phelps, 
was  educated  in  district  No.  3,  Clinton  town- 
ship, and  in  Mount  Clemens,  and  he  remained 
upon  his  father's  farm  until  his  marriage  in 
1866,  after  which  he  located  upon  a  tract  of 
land  of  forty  acres  in  Lenox  township,  given 
him  by  his  father.  He,  too,  served  on  the 
school  board  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
New  Haven  Congregational  church.  He  died 
January  24,  1892,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
November  27,  1903'  They  left  three  children : 
Edwin  J.,  who  is  living  on  the  home  farm; 
Carrie  S.,  now  Mrs.  Phelps;  and  Angie  M., 
now  Mrs.  W.  Ewalt,  who  is  living  with  her 
sister  in  New  Haven.  Mrs.  Phelps  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Ypsilanti  Normal  School,  while 
Angie  was  a  graduate  in  elocution  of  the 
Northern  Indiana  Normal  School  of  the  class 
of  1898.  The  life  history  of  Mr.  Phelps  is 
that  of  a  self-made  man.  Success  comes  not 
to  him  who  idly  waits,  but  to  the  faithful 
toiler  whose  characteristics  are  intelligence 
and  force  and  who  has  the  foresight  and  keen- 
ness of  mental  vision,  who  knows  when,  where 
and  how  to  exercise  his  energies.  Mr.  Phelps 
without  any  pecuniary  assistance  at  the  out- 
set of  his  career  has  so  utilized  his  opportuni- 
ties and  directed  his  efforts  that  his  position 
in  business  circles  has  long  been  assured,  for 
during  many  years  he  has  been  accounted  one 
of  the  forceful  and  valued  factors  in  com- 
mercial life  in  New  Haven. 


HON.  JOHN  E.  BARRINGER. 

Hon.  John  E.  Barringer  has  wielded  a  wide 
influence  in  public  affairs  for  many  years  and 
his  efforts  have  been  so  directed  as  to  prove 
of  signal  usefulness  in  promoting  the  general 
welfare.  In  local  interests  and  as  state  sena- 
tor he  has  been  the  champion  of  many  move- 


ments for  the  public  good  and  his  labors  have 
been  far-reaching  and  beneficial. 

Mr.  Barringer  is  a  native  of  Ontario  county, 
New  York,  his  birth  having  occured  in  Bris- 
tol township,  July  16,  1841,  his  parents  being 
Ebenezer  F.  and  Rozilia  (Packard)  Barrin- 
ger. In  the  paternal  line  he  comes  of  Holland 
ancestry,  his  grandfather,  a  native  of  the  land 
of  dykes,  emigrating  to  America  and  estab- 
lishing his  home  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
His  son,  Ebenezer  F.  Barringer,  was  born  in 
Rensselaer  county,  not  far  from  Albany,  and 
became  a  farmer.  Pie  was  also  a  captain  in 
the  militia.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire state  and  both  have  passed  away.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children :  John  E., 
Gooding  P.,  a  farmer  of  Ontario  county,  New 
York ;  and  Phoebe  Adeline,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Olmstead,  who  is  living  in  Ontario  county, 
New  York. 

John  E.  Barringer,  having  begun  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  continued  his 
studies  in  a  select  school  and  in  an  academy 
at  Canandaigua,  New  York,  which  town  was 
named  for  a  tribe  of  Indians  bearing  that  ap- 
pellation. His  youth  was  passed  upon  his 
father's  farm  and  when  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  began  teaching,  wThich  profession  he 
followed  for  four  or  five  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  be- 
coming a  student  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan.  In  the  fall 
of  1863  he  located  in  Armada,  where  he  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
which  he  followed  successfully  until  the  fall 
of  1878  when  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever  in- 
capacitated him  for  further  effort  in  that 
direction. 

This  did  not,  however,  prove  a  bar  to  his 
usefulness  in  the  community,  for  he  has  taken 
a  very  active  and  helpful  part  in  public  af- 
fairs, being  closely  identified  wTith  the  inter- 
ests of  the  township  and  county.  He  was 
president  of  the  village  of  Armada  for  two 
terms,  a  director  of  the  union  school  for  many 
years,  township  treasurer  for  two  terms  and 
county  treasurer  for  two  terms.  In  1887-8 
he  was  a  member  of  the  state  senate  and  took 
a  helpful  part  in  framing  the  laws  of  the 
commonwealth,  being  the  earnest  champion 
of  all  acts  which  he  believed  would  prove  ben- 
eficial and  opposing  as  strongly  all  measures 
which  he  deemed  detrimental.  He  was  always 
a  stanch  democrat  until  the  free  silver  issue 
arose,  since  which  time  he  has  been  independ- 
ent in  his  political  affiliation.  He  Became  one 
of  the  charter  members  of  the  Armada  Agri- 
cultural Society,  of  which  he  served  as  sec- 
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retary  for  twelve  years,  and  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Winans  to  the  position  of  state 
stock  commissioner,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  for  six  years.  He  is  now  the  vice- 
president  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  of  Macomb  county. 

Dr.  Barringer  married  Miss  Antoinette  Per- 
kins, who  was  born  in  Ontario  county,  New 
York,  August  7,  1839,  and  was  educated  in 
select  schools  of  that  state,  after  which  she 
taught  school  for  two  years.  Unto  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Barringer  were  born  two  children :  Hor- 
ace P.,  the  elder,  born  May  12,  1866,  is  a 
traveling  salesman  for  the  Detroit  White  Lead 
Ware  Company  and  resides  in  Armada.  He 
married  Elva  Freeman,  a  daughter  of  New- 
man Freeman,  and  they  have  one  child,  Ger- 
trude. Alice  A.,  born  June  11,  1870,  is  at 
home  with  her  parents. 

Dr.  Barringer  has  membership  relations 
with  the  Grange.  He  has  been  a  Mason  since 
1864,  was  master  of  his  lodge  for  fifteen  years 
and  belongs  to  the  chapter.  Few  citizens  of 
Armada  are  more  widely  known  and  none  are 
held  in  higher  regard  throughout  the  state 
than  is  Dr.  Barringer,  whose  professional  and 
business  career,  as  well  as  his  activity  in  pub- 
lic life,  entitles  him  to  the  confidence  and 
trust  of  his  fellowmen,  whom  he  has  faith- 
fully served  in  many  positions  of  responsi- 
bility. He  has  long  been  regarded  as  a  leader 
of  public  thought  and  action  and  has  been 
and  is  distinctively  a  man  of  prominence  and 
influence  in  this  state. 


SABIN  I.  STUMP. 

Sabin  I.  Stump  is  a  grain  dealer  of  Armada, 
who  owns  a  fine  elevator  well  equipped  for  the 
conduct  of  business  of  that  character.  He  is 
a  native  son  of  Armada  township,  born  Au- 
gust 15 ,  1857,  his  parents  being  Levi  and  Har- 
riet (Newhall)  Stump.  The  father  was  born 
in  New  York  and  with  his  parents  came  to 
Michigan  about  1836,  the  family  home  being 
established  north  of  the  present  site  of  Rich- 
mond. Leonard  Stump,  the  grandfather,  be- 
came a  pioneer  resident  of  this  part  of  the 
state  and  there  developed  a  good  farm.  In 
his  family  wrere  the  following  named :  Henry, 
Levi,  Chester,  Horace  and  two  daughters, 
Mary  and  Delia.  Horace  Stump  is  now  in 
Chicago  with  the  National  Express  Company, 
having  made  his  home  in  that  city  from  his 
boyhood  days  to  the  present. 

Levi  Stump  was  for  many  years  actively  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  owned  a  good  tract  of 


land,  richly  cultivated,  northwest  of  Armada 
but  at  length  he  determined  to  live  a  retired 
life  and  removed  to  Armada,  where  he  now 
makes  his  home.  He  yet  owns  twTenty-one 
acres  of  land  while  the  old  farm  homestead  is 
in  possession  of  his  son  Sabin.  The  father  was 
married  twice  and  his  second  wife  is  now  de- 
ceased. There  were  three  children  of  the  first 
marriage:  John  H.,  who  began  business  as  a 
farmer,  is  now  a  lumber  merchant  and  owner 
of  a  veneer  plant  at  Armada.  He  is  married 
and  has  one  son.  Sabin  is  the  next  younger. 
Elizabeth,  who  was  keeping  house  for  John 
Stump,  was  burned  to  death  in  an  apple  dryer 
when  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

Sabin  I.  Stump  completed  his  education  by 
study  in  the  high  school  at  Armada  and  later 
he  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  years.  He 
afterward  followed  farming  for  three  years 
upon  land  owned  by  Mr.  Case  west  of  the 
town.  He  then  came  to  the  village  of  Armada, 
where  he  built  an  elevator,  which  is  still  stand- 
ing. He  began  buying  grain  in  the  old  station 
house  and  in  1884  he  built  an  elevator  in  order 
to  facilitate  his  business.  In  1898  he  erected 
a  still  more  modern  elevator  all  finished  in 
hardwood  and  equipped  with  a  complete  bean 
plant  which  was  installed  at  a  cost  of  fifteen 
hunderd  dollars.  He  also  has  his  own  electric 
light  plant  and  everything  about  his  place  is 
most  modern  in  construction,  showing  his 
familiarity  with  all  progressive  ideas  con- 
nected with  his  line  of  trade.  He  also  has  a 
mill  for  the  manufacture  of  quarter-sawed 
oak  and  is  now  making  fine  panels. 

In  1879  Mr.  Stump  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Olive  Case  and  unto  them  have  been 
born  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living, 
but  Carl,  the  eldest,  is  deceased.  Vida,  who 
was  educated  in  the  high  school  and  in  a  busi- 
ness college  in  Detroit,  is  now  assisting  her 
father  in  business.  Hazel  is  a  graduate  of  the 
high  school  of  Armada.  Olive  is  deceased. 
Clyde  is  attending  the  public  schools  of  Ar- 
mada and  Clarence  completes  the  family.  The 
eldest  son  was  a  graduate  of  the  high  school 
of  Armada,  also  of  the  Ypsilanti  Normal 
School  and  had  a  life  certificate  as  a  teacher, 
but  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Mr.  Stump  was  formerly  a  democrat  in  his 
political  views  but  now  gives  his  political  alle- 
giance to  the  republican  party.  He  has  been 
township  treasurer  and  president  of  the  vil- 
lage board.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  lodge 
at  Armada  and  is  also  identified  with  the 
Foresters  and  the  Maccabees,  while  both  he 
and  his  wrife  belong  to  the  Congregational 
church.       They    are    widely    and    favorably 
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known  in  social  circles  here  and  his  business 
prominence  is  acknowledged  by  all,  for  he  has 
the  capability  which  enables  him  to  readily  un- 
derstand intricate  business  situations  and  to 
furnish  the  problem  for  their  solution. 


GEORGE  W.  BRABB. 

George  W.  Brabb,  who  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life   in   Romeo,   was   for  a   number  of 
years  a  prominent  farmer  and  business  man 
of  Macomb     county.     He     was  born  in  the 
township  of  Washington,  February  10,  1843, 
and  is  of  English  lineage,  his   father  Isaac 
Brabb,  having  been  born  in  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, October  10,  1794.     The  name  was  origi- 
nally spelled  with     an     us,"     but  this  was 
dropped  by  the  children  of  Isaac  Brabb,  Sr. 
In  that  country  he  was  reared  to  mature  years 
and  was  married  to  Hannah  Hudson,  who  was 
born  September  14,  1799,  and,  following  the 
birth  of  five  of  their  children,  he  and  his  wife 
emigrated   to   the   United   States.      The  year 
1830  witnessed  their  arrival  and  they  made 
their  way   direct     to     Michigan,   where   Mr. 
Brabb  purchased  and  entered  land  near  Ro- 
meo in  the  township  of  Washington.     Here 
he  began  clearing  the  fields  and  in  course  of 
time  he  developed  a  good  farm,  so  managing 
his   agricultural   interests   that   his   land  be- 
came very  productive,  yielding  large  crops, 
which  found  a  ready  sale  on  the  market.    He 
was  known  as  a  capable  financier,  his  busi- 
ness judgment  being  sound  and  reliable  and 
as  the  years  passed  he  became  the  owner  of 
large  tracts  of  land.     He  gave  to  each  of  his 
sons  a  farm.    When  prosperity  to  a  large  de- 
gree had  crowned  his  efforts  and  he  found 
himself  in  possession  of  a  comfortable  compe- 
tence he  removed  to  Romeo  to  spend  his  last 
years  in  retirement  from  further  labor.     He 
was,  however,  a  promoter  and  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Romeo  Savings  Bank,  in  which 
he  served  as  a  stockholder  and  director  until 
his  death.     He  was  ever  a  useful  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  giving  his  aid  and  influence 
to  many  worthy  public  measures  which  have 
proven  of  temporary  or  permanent  good  to 
the  community.     He  died  in  1876,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years,   respected   and  honored 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

George  W.  Brabb  is  the  youngest  in  a  fam- 
ily of  four  sons  and  six  daughters,  the  others 
being :  Ann,  who  was  born  November  8,  1818, 
and  married  John  Stead,  but  both  are  now 
deceased;  John  H.,  who  was  born  November 
0,  1820,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  presi- 


dent of  the  Citizens  Savings  Bank  of  Romeo ; 
Ann,  who  was  born  November  8,  1824,  and 
is  now  deceased;  William  H.,  of  Romeo,  who 
was  born  September  15,  1826;  Caroline,  of 
Romeo,  who  was  born  September  1,  1829, 
and  is  the  widow  of  Robert  Ferguson;  Isaac 
N.,  who  was  born  August  15,  1833,  and  after 
following  farming  for  a  number  of  years, 
took  up  his  abode  in  Romeo ;  and  three  daugh- 
ters, who  died  in  infancy. 

George  W.  Brabb  spent  his  youth  in  his 
parents'  home  and  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  while  later  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  high  school  of  Ro- 
meo. Following  the  time  when  he  attained 
his  majority  he  gave  his  attention  to  the  su- 
pervision of  his  father's  interests  and  later  he 
engaged  in  the  hardware  trade,  purchasing 
a  hardware  store  in  Romeo,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  several  years.  He  organized  a 
stock  company  for  the  manufacture  of  road 
carts  and  in  his  factory  employed  a  large 
force  of  worKmen.  The  business  grew  to  ex- 
tensive proportions  and  the  output  was  as 
high  as  from  forty  to  seventy-five  carts  per 
day.  Subsequently  Mr.  Brabb  also  engaged 
in  the  implement  business  and  in  this  he  is 
still  interested.  He  likewise  holds  stock  in 
the  Romeo  Savings  Bank  and  he  is  the  owner 
of  the  old  family  homestead  of  two  hundred 
and  seventy  acres,  constituting  a  very  val- 
uable tract  of  land,  wdiich  is  richly  improved, 
being  equipped  with  all  modern  conveniences. 
He  erected  thereon  a  neat  and  commodious 
residence. 

In  1873  Mr.  Brabb  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Lois  Garlick,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Canada.  She  died  in  Romeo  in 
1892  and  Mr.  Brabb  has  since  wedded  Miss 
Martha  J.  Starkweather,  a  native  of  this  coun- 
ty, reared  and  educated  here,  and  a  daughter 
of  Edwin  and  Juliet  (Chamberlain)  Stark- 
weather. Politically  Mr.  Brabb  is  an  old-line 
democrat,  but  his  last  presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  Theodore  Roosevelt.  Political  hon- 
ors have  had  no  attraction  for  him,  as  his 
business  interests  have  claimed  all  his  time. 
He  and  his  wife  are  active  and  influential 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
in  which  he  has  done  much  effective  work.  He 
has  served  on  the  church  board  for  a  number 
of  years  and  was  formerly  active  in  the  Sun- 
day-school. He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, having  attained  the  Knight  Templar 
degree  in  the  commandery  at  Romeo,  and  he 
and  his  wafe  are  identified  with  the  Eastern 
Star,  Mrs.  Brabb  holding  office  therein.  Mr. 
Brabb   is  likewise   connected  wdth  the  Inde- 
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pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he 
has  filled  all  of  the  chairs  and  is  a  past  grand. 
He  is  to-day  numbered  among  the  most  enter- 
prising citizens  of  Romeo,  having  been  en- 
gaged in  active  business  here  for  many  years 
and  having  taken  an  interested  part  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  moral,  educational  and 
commercial  progress  of  the  city.  He  has  fos- 
tered numerous  local  industries  and  has  con- 
tributed his  means  and  influence  to  various 
undertakings  calculated  to  benefit  the  people 
of  Romeo  and  of  Macomb  county. 


WALTER  J.  BAILEY. 

Among  the  enterprising  and  successful  ag- 
riculturists of  Bruce  township  is  numbered 
Walter  J.  Bailey,  who  is  the  owner  of  a  well- 
improved  and  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres  on  section  23,  within  two  miles  of  Ro- 
meo. He  is  a  native  son  of  Michigan,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Pontiac,  Oakland 
county,  October  28,  1863.  His  father,  John 
Bailey,  was  born  in  Dorsetshire,  England,  in 
1823,  and  came  to  the  new  world  with  an 
older  brother  in  1831.  Settling  in  Canada, 
he  there  grew  to  manhood,  and  in  1847  re- 
moved to  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  being 
engaged  in  the  livery  business  at  Pontiac 
and  Detroit  for  twenty-four  years.  At  the 
former  place  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Kimble,  who  is  a  native  of 
Rochester,  New  York.  On  his  retirement 
from  the  livery  business  Mr.  Bailey  located 
on  a  farm  east  of  Pontiac  and  to  the  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  that  place  he  de- 
voted his  energies  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  there  in  1883.  His  widow 
still  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  son  Walter,  a  hale  and  hearty  old  lady  of 
seventy-seven  years.  In  the  family  were 
three  children,  of  whom  Walter  J.  is  the 
youngest.  James  II.,  the  oldest,  is  a  farmer 
of  Bruce  township.  Abbie,  the  only  daughter, 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Walter  J.  Bailey  spent  the  first  fourteen 
years  of  his  life  in  Pontiac,  and  in  the 
schools  of  that  city  acquired  the  greater  part 
of  his  education.  He  then  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  the  farm  and 
assisted  his  father  in  its  operation  until  the 
latter 's  death.  For  three  years  thereafter 
he  continued  to  carry  on  the  home  farm,  and 
then  worked  by  the  month  for  the  same 
length  of  time.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1890, 
he  was  married  in  Romeo  to  Miss  Belle  B. 
Wyman,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated 


in  Pontiac  and  is  a  daughter  of  Moses  Wy- 
man and  a  granddaughter  of  Hiram  Taylor, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Macomb  county 
from  Vermont. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bailey  located  on 
the  Hiram  Taylor  farm,  which  he  operated 
for  five  years  and  then  removed  to  Dr. 
Berry's  farm  of  four  hundred  acres,  form- 
ing a  partnership  with  that  gentleman  in  the 
stock-raising  industry,  which  relation  was  con- 
tinued with  mutual  pleasure  and  profit  for 
seven  years.  Although  there  was  never  any 
written  agreement  between  them,  their  busi- 
ness relations  wTere  always  most  satisfactory 
and  they  are  still  warm  friends.  After  the 
partnership  was  dissolved  Mr.  Bailey  con- 
tinued in  charge  of  the  Doctor's  farm  for  two 
years.  At  one  time  they  owned  and  operated 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres  of  land. 
In  1900  Mr.  Bailey  purchased  his  present 
fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twelve  acres, 
which  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  greatly  improved.  For  many 
years  he  has  dealt  in  stock,  which  he  buys 
and  fattens  for  the  market,  and  is  also  a 
breeder  of  fine  driving  horses  and  Shropshire 
sheep.  A  man  of  good  business  and  execu- 
tive ability,  he  has  met  with  success  in  all 
his  undertakings  and  is  to-day  numbered 
among  the  prosperous  farmers  and  stock  deal- 
ers of  Macomb  county. 

Mr.  Bailey  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  1st  of 
June,  1897,  leaving  two  children:  John  M., 
born  August  28,  1891 ;  and  Sadie  Belle,  born 
November  12,  1894.  Since  age  gave  him  the 
right  of  franchise  he  has  supported  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  democratic  party,  cast- 
ing his  first  presidential  vote  for  Grover 
Cleveland,  but  he  has  never  cared  for  polit- 
ical honors.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  is  now  serving  as  junior  warden 
in  the  blue  lodge.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees at  Romeo,  and  is  a  man  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 


WILLIAM  T.  KELLY. 

William  T.  Kelly,  of  Mount  Clemens,  a 
practitioner  at  the  bar  of  Macomb  county, 
was  born  April  17,  1878,  in  the  city  which 
is  still  his  home.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  Rev.  William  T.  Kelly,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, who  came  to  this  country  about  1844. 
He  was  an  Episcopal  clergyman  and  died 
while  serving  as  rector  of  the  church  at  Dex- 
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ter,  Michigan.  His  wife,  a  sister  of  T.  M. 
Crocker,  died  at  Mount  Clemens,  Michigan. 
Their  only  child  was  Dr.  M.  C,  Kelly,  a 
native  of  Michigan,  who  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Mount  Clemens 
for  twenty-eight  years.  He  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 1898,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  He 
married  Alice  Mary  Snook,  also  a  native 
of  Michigan  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  W. 
Snook,  a  native  of  Mount  Clemens  and  pro- 
prietor of  a  stave  mill  in  this  city.  He  died 
in  1901.  Mrs.  Kelly  is  still  living.  By  her 
marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  four 
children  :  William  T. ;  Arthur  H.,  deceased ; 
Charles  D.,  who  is  studying  mechanical  en- 
gineering in  the  Michigan  University;  and 
Harry  C,  at  Mount  Clemens. 

William  T.  Kelly,  the  eldest  of  the  fam- 
ily, pursued  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Mount  Clemens  and 
continued  his  studies  in  the  University  of 
Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  the  Detroit 
College  of  Law,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  1901.  He  entered 
upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
January  1,  1902,  in  Mount  Clemens,  and 
has  met  with  gratifying  success,  having  al- 
ready a  good  clientage,  although  one  of  the 
youngest  members  of  the  Macomb  county 
bar.  There  is  no  calling  which  demands 
closer  application  and  more  unremitting  dili- 
gence than  the  law  and  through  the  exer- 
cise of  these  qualities  Mr.  Kelly  has  won 
the  favorable  attention  of  the  bar  and  of 
the  general  public,  In  politics  he  is  a  demo- 
crat, active  as  a  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the 
party,  and  on  May  5,  1905,  was  appointed 
city  attorney  for  Mount  Clemens. 


WILLIAM  H.   NORTON. 

William  II.  Norton,  living  on  section  16, 
Washington  township,  is  devoting  his  atten- 
tion to  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
is  a  typical  son  of  the  golden  west,  enterpris- 
ing, alert  and  energetic.  He  wras  born  in 
Oakland  county,  Michigan,  April  11,  1852, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  Hon.  John  M.  Norton,  a 
native  of  Ontario  county,  New  York,  his 
birthplace  being  not  far  from  the  city  of 
Rochester.  His  natal  day  was  May  5,  ±820. 
His  father,  Elder  John  Norton,  was  a  pioneer 
minister  of  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  arriv- 
ing in  this  state  in  1821.  He  represented  the 
Baptist  denomination  and  labored  earnestly 
to  carry  the  gospel  through  the  new  settle- 
ments.    Hon.  John  M.  Norton  was  reared  in 


Oakland  county  and  was  a  self-educated  and 
self-made  man.  In  early  life  he  worked  by 
the  month  until  his  labors  had  brought  him 
capital  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  engage  in 
business  on  his  own  account.  He  followed 
farming  in  Oakland  county,  owning  and  oper- 
ating a  valuable  tract  of  land  near  Roches- 
ter and  thereon  he  reared  his  family.  He 
served  for  one  term  as  state  senator  of  Michi- 
gan and  was  always  keenly  interested  in  the 
questions  and  issues  that  involved  the  up- 
building and  progress  of  the  state  along  so- 
cial, intellectual,  legal  and  moral  lines.  He 
was  married  in  Oakland  county  to  Miss  Nancy 
Ilazen,  who  was  born  in  Ontario  county,  New 
York,  and  came  to  the  west  in  her  childhood 
days.  Mr.  Norton  passed  away  August  11, 
1902,  and  is  still  survived  by  his  wife,  who 
yet  resides  upon  the  old  homestead  farm. 

William  II.  Norton  is  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  in  a  family  of  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living,  ex- 
cepting Abbie  May,  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are  as  follows:  Elvira  E.,  now  the 
wife  of  J.  W.  King,  of  Tawas  City,  Michi- 
gan; William  H.,  of  this  review;  John  T.,  a 
druggist  and  business  man  of  Rochester; 
Clarence  S.,  a  physician  of  Chicago ;  and 
Grant  C,  a  farmer,  of  Oakland  county. 

William  H.  Norton  was  reared  upon  the 
old  homestead  farm  and  supplemented  his 
early  educational  advantages  by  study  in  the 
high  school  at  Rochester  and  at  Romeo,  Mich- 
igan, supplemented  by  one  year's  attendance 
at  the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he  pur- 
sued the  literary  course.  He  engaged  in  teach- 
ing to  a  greater  or  less  extent  for  eighteen 
years,  following  that  profession  through  the 
winter  months,  while  in  the  summer  seasons 
he  operated  the  farm.  In  each  department  of 
labor  he  met  with  success,  carefully  guid- 
ing his  affairs  so  that  his  efforts  resulted  in 
the  acquirement  of  a  comfortable  competence. 
In  1896  he  purchased  his  present  property, 
comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres  of  land  on  section  16,  Washington  town- 
ship. This  is  a  well-improved  and  valuable 
farm,  on  which  he  raises  good  grades  of  stock, 
lie  has  made  a  specialty  of  breeding  and 
dealing  in  sheep  and  has  a  fine  flock  of  Hamp- 
shire Downs.  He  also  raises  Duroc-Jersey 
hogs  and  the  sale  of  his  stock  adds  largely  to 
his  annual  income. 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1876,  in  Oakland 
county,  Michigan,  Mr.  Norton  was  married 
to  Miss  Anna  Hiple,  a  native  of  Macomb 
county  who  was  reared  and  educated  here. 
After  his  marriage  he  taught  and  farmed  for 
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a  number  of  years  in  Oakland  county  and 
while  living  there  was  elected  and  served  as 
township  superintendent  of  schools  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Norton  has  been  blessed  with  two  sons :  Har- 
vey "W.,  who  has  been  educated  in  the  Roch- 
ester high  school;  and  Don  C,  who  is  now  a 
student  in  the  high  school  at  Romeo. 

Politically  Mr.  Norton  is  a  republican 
where  national  issues  are  involved,  having 
cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Ruther- 
ford B.  Hayes  in  1876  and  his  last  for  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt  in  1904.  He  has  filled  a  num- 
ber of  local  positions  of  honor  and  trust  and 
has  served  as  president  of  the  Farmers'  Club 
for  two  years.  He  was  president  of  the  Ma- 
comb County  Institute  for  two  years  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  yet  identified  with  that  or- 
ganization. Mr.  Norton  is  well  known  in  Ma- 
comb and  Oakland  counties  as  a  man  of  in- 
tegrity and  worth  and  both  he  and  Mrs.  Nor- 
ton enjoy  the  esteem  of  the  entire  country- 
side, while  the  gracious  hospitality  of  their 
own  home  has  gained  for  them  the  good  will 
of  all. 


C.  A.  W.  LILJENSTOLPE. 

Carl  August  Wilhelm  Liljenstolpe,  the 
founder  and  proprietor  of  the  Swedish  In- 
stitute of  Scientific  Massage  and  Medical 
Gymnastics,  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  June 
11,  1849.  His  parents,  Major  Carl  and 
Christina  Amelia  (Breuholtz)  Liljenstolpe, 
were  natives  of  southern  Sweden,  where  both 
died.  The  father  was  born  in  1813  and 
passed  away  in  1876,  while  the  mother's  birth 
occurred  in  1824  and  her  death  in  1902.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
Clas  Axel  Gustav,  of  the  Swedish  army; 
Christina  Olga,  who  is  living  in  Stockholm, 
Sweden ;  Carl  A.  W. ;  Emit  Otto,  who  is  living 
in  Omaha,  Nebraska;  and  Eleanora,  who  is 
yet  living  in  Stockholm,  Sweden.  The  father 
was  a  major  in  the  Swedish  army. 

Carl  A.  W.  Liljenstolpe  was  reared  in  Smo- 
land,  Sweden,  and  acquired  his  education 
through  instruction  from  a  private  tutor.  On 
the  15th  of  October,  1862,  he  entered  the  War 
Academy  at  Carlberg,  Sweden,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  was  graduated  on  the  31st  of  May, 
1871,  after  passing  a  most  rigid  examination. 
His  examination  certificate  bears  the  signa- 
ture of  King  Oscar.  He  was  then  commis- 
sioned a  lieutenant  in  the  regular  army  and 
this  paper  contains  the  signature  of  Charles 


XV.  He  remained  in  service  until  1879  and 
afterward  entered  upon  a  course  in  scientific 
massage  and  medical  gymnastics.  In  1894 
he  came  to  the  United  States  and  located  in 
Chicago,  where  he  engaged  in  practice  for 
eight  years.  During  the  Spanish-American 
war  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  the  for- 
ty-first general  assembly,  Governor  Tanner, 
of  Illinois,  in  recognition  of  his  patriotism 
and  valor  and  his  services  in  connection  with 
the  state,  placed  his  name  for  enrollment  in 
the  volunteer  army  with  the  rank  of  lieuten- 
ant colonel,  but  he  was  not  called  to  active 
duty. 

In  1896  Mr.  Liljenstolpe  came  to  Mount 
Clemens,  where  he  established  the  Swedish 
Institute,  incorporated,  for  scientific  massage 
and  medical  gymnastics.  He  has  met  with  ex- 
cellent success  here  and  has  effected  many 
remarkable  cures.  During  the  past  season  he 
has  had  four  hundred  and  forty-nine  patients. 
The  institute,  located  at  No.  59  Cass  avenue, 
is  equipped  with  apparatus  and  appliances 
for  the  successful  treatment  of  those  who 
come  to  him,  and  his  comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  anatomy  and  of  the  methods  of  mass- 
age and  gymnastic  work  that  will  prove  most 
beneficial,  have  gained  him  success  which  is 
well  merited. 

Mr.  Liljenstolpe  was  first  married  in  1876, 
in  Sweden,  to  Miss  Anna  Breiholtz,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  died  in  1889.  To 
them  six  children  were  born,  of  whom  four 
are  living :  Skold,  Gunnar,  Emar  and  Anna, 
and  they  all  follow  the  profession  of  the 
father  and  assist  in  the  institute.  On  the 
19th  of  October,  1904,  Mr.  Liljenstolpe  was 
married  to  Miss  Pearl  Prescott,  a  daughter 
of  William  Prescott,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He 
was  made  a  Mason  in  Sweden  in  1878.  His 
nature  is  kindly,  his  temperament  genial  and 
his  manner  pleasing,  and  these  qualities  have 
made  him  popular  with  all  classes. 


ARTHUR  JAY  BALDWIN. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  Arthur  J.  Bald- 
win one  is  reminded  of  the  words  of  a  great 
New  York  financier,  "If  you  are  not  a  suc- 
cess don't  blame  the  time  you  live  in;  don't 
blame  the  place  you  occupy;  don't  blame  the 
circumstances  you  are  surrounded  with — lay 
the  blame  where  it  belongs — to  yourself.  Not 
in  time,  place  nor  circumstance,  but  in  the 
man,  lies  success.  If  you  win  success  you 
must  pay  the  price."    Realizing  the  truth  of 
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this  Mr.  Baldwin  has  paid  for  his  success,  the 
price  of  concentrated  effort,  indefatigable 
energy,  of  perseverance  and  well  applied 
business  principles  and  has  won  the  victory 
which  he  started  out  to  win  years  ago.  He 
is  to-day  conducting  important  business  in- 
terests in  New  Haven,  being  owner  of  an 
elevator  and  implement  business  there  and 
also  carrying  a  large  line  of  harness  and  ex- 
tensive stock  of  cement  and  fertilizers.  He 
is,  moreover,  active  in  community  affairs, 
being  the  president  of  the  village  in  which  he 
makes  his  home. 

A  native  of  Chesterfield,  Michigan,  born 
November  3,  1860,  Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  son  of 
Cornelius  and  Margaret  Antoinette  (Leon- 
ard) Baldwin,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
the  state  of  New  York.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  also  born  in  New  York,  April  6, 
1791,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Van  Scoick.  In  1836  he  removed  to  Macomb 
county,  settling  in  Mount  Clemens,  where  he 
lived  for  three  years,  following  the  trades  of 
a  carpenter  and  millwright.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  removed  to  a  farm  in 
Lenox  township,  having  entered  the  land 
from  the  government  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1837,  his  deed  being  signed  by  Andrew 
Jackson,  then  president  of  the  United  States. 
He  continued  to  follow  his  trade,  building 
the  government  lighthouse  at  Eagle  Harbor 
and  while  thus  engaged  he  was  taken  ill.  He 
was  unable  to  be  brought  back  on  the  last 
boat  that  came  down  the  river  in  the  fall 
and  he  died  there  November  19,  1845,  his  re- 
mains being  interred  at  that  place. 

Cornelius  E.  Baldwin,  who  was  born  in 
Phelps  township,  Yates  county,  New  York, 
April  9,  1824,  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Macomb  county  in  1836,  and 
with  his  father  he  learned  the  trades  of  car- 
penter and  millwright  in  Mount  Clemens. 
Many  of  the  early  buildings  which  he  erected 
are  still  standing.  He  built  the  frame  school- 
house  at  Big  Stone,  also  the  government 
lighthouse  at  Ausable  and  Pointe  Aux 
Barques.  Following  the  father's  death  he 
purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in 
a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land  on  which  he 
settled  and  he  afterward  extended  the  boun- 
daries of  his  farm  by  the  purchase  of  forty 
acres  adjoining  it.  He  was  married,  April 
6,  1856,  to  Miss  Margaret  Antoinette  Leon- 
ard, of  Lenox  township,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  two  children — Fred  Calvin  and 
Arthur  J.  The  wife  and  mother  died  Novem- 
ber 25,  1864,  and  on  the  4th  of  November, 
1865,  he  married  Miss  Laura  Cruttenden,  a 


daughter  of  William  M.  and  Mary  R.  Crut- 
tenden of  Macomb  township.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  was  one  child — Mary  Antionette, 
who  died  September  25,  1892.  Cornelius  E. 
Baldwin  departed  this  life  January  15,  1892, 
and  is  still  survived  by  his  widow  who  makes 
her  home  with  Arthur  J.  Baldwin.  The 
father  was  a  member  of  Mount  Clemens 
lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  was  an  active  fac- 
tor in  the  early  material  progress  of  the 
county,  while  at  a  later  date  he  was  known  as 
a  worthy  representative  of  agricultural  in- 
terests. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  supplemented  his  early  educational 
privileges  received  in  the  district  schools, 
by  study  in  the  high  school  of  New  Balti- 
more, Michigan.  His  early  days  were  spent 
upon  a  farm  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count, purchasing  a  farm  in  Lenox  township, 
upon  which  he  remained  for  two  years.  He 
then  sold  that  property  and  began  buying 
hay  which  he  disposed  of  in  the  markets  of 
the  east.  Following  the  death  of  his  father  he 
purchased  the  old  farm  homestead  and  de- 
voted his  energies  to  general  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1902,  when  he  removed  to  New 
Haven  and  bought  of  W.  F.  Edmunds  the 
elevator  and  implement  business  which  he 
has  since  conducted.  He  has  also  increased 
his  operations  by  adding  a  large  line  of  har- 
ness and  also  carries  cement  and  fertilizers. 
His  trade  has  constantly  grown  and  he  is  ac- 
counted one  of  the  well  known  and  leading 
business  men  of  New  Haven,  so  directing  his 
efforts  that  they  have  been  resultant  factors 
in  winning  him  success. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1884,  Mr.  Baldwin 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annette  M. 
Dryer,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  W.  and  Mar- 
tha (Shattuck)  Dryer,  of  Lenox  township. 
Her  father  was  a  son  of  Thomas  F.  Dryer  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  who  came  to  Macomb 
county  in  1833,  remaining  a  resident  of 
Lenox  township  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  March,  1890.  He  passed  away  one 
of  the  honored  pioneer  settlers  of  the  com- 
munity, for  his  worth  was  many  times 
demonstrated  not  only  in  his  business  life 
but  also  in  the  helpful  part  he  took  in  public 
affairs.  Nathan  W.  Dryer  departed  this  life 
February  19,  1869,  leaving  a  widow  and  four 
children,  namely :  Clarence  N.  of  New  Ha- 
ven; Mrs.  Baldwin;  Eva  M.,  of  St.  Clair 
county;  and  Clyde  W.  of  Detroit.  The 
mother  afterward  married  again,  becoming 
the  wife   of  William  H.  Halsey,   of  Lenox 
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township,  and  they  have  one  child — Mercy, 
who  is  with  Mrs.  Baldwin  in  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Baldwin  belongs  to  New  Haven  lodge, 
No.  465,  I.  0.  0.  F.;  Mount  Clemens  En- 
campment; Division  No.  69  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Loyal  Guards  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
The  Wayside  tent,  K.  0.  T.  M.  of  New  Haven, 
and  he  has  been  active  and  influential  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has 
been  connected  with  this  portion  of  the  up- 
building of  the  county  and  has  just  reason 
to  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  to  his  efforts  can 
be  traced  many  a  substantial  enterprise  or 
achievement,  contributing  greatly  to  the 
beauty  and  prosperity  of  the  city  in  which 
he  makes  his  home.  In  every  sense  of  the 
word  he  is  a  representative  citizen,  devoted 
to  the  welfare  of  his  town  and  county.  He 
served  as  township  treasurer  in  1902-3,  was 
a  member  of  the  village  council  in  1903-4 
and  in  the  spring  of  1905  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  village  and  in  other  offices  which 
he  has  filled  he  has  shown  himself  worthy  of 
the  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  him  by 
his  fellow  townsmen. 


JOHN  HARTSIG. 


John  Hartsig  is  the  owner  of  a  well-im- 
proved farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  section  4,  Warren  township,  and  its  pleas- 
ing appearance,  with  substantial  buildings, 
richly  cultivated  fields  and  good  grades  of 
stock,  is  attributable  to  the  energy  and  busi- 
ness ability  of  Mr.  Hartsig.  A  native  of  this 
township,  he  was  born  December  15,  1848, 
and  is  a  son  of  Louis  and  Angeline  (Spin- 
ning) Hartsig,  the  former  a  native  of  Switzer- 
land and  the  latter  of  the  state  of  New  York. 
The  father  came  to  Michigan  in  1828  and 
cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  who 
were  reclaiming  this  vast  district  from  the 
domain  of  the  Indians  for  the  purposes  of 
civilization.  He  settled  on  the  Campeau  farm 
at  Grosse  Pointe,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
lived  for  seven  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Warren  township,  buying  school  land  on  sec- 
tion 16.  It  was  covered  with  a  dense  growth 
of  trees  and  in  order  to  cultivate  the  land 
he  cut  and  burned  all  the  first  timber.  At 
that  time  few  roads  had  been  opened  and  in 
order  to  get  to  Detroit  and  sell  his  produce 
and  buy  provisions  he  had  to  follow  the  trail 
through  the  woods.  The  experiences  of  pio- 
neer life  soon  became  familiar  to  the  family 
and  their  labors  proved  a  factor  in  the  de- 
velopment of  this  part  of  the  state.    Mr.  Hart- 


sig became  quite  active  and  influential  in 
township  affairs  and,  being  elected  highway 
commissioner,  he  used  every  means  in  his 
power  to  open  up  the  roads.  He  was  also 
township  treasurer  for  two  terms,  was  the 
champion  of  the  public  schools  and  served  as 
assessor  of  school  district  No.  2.  At  one  time 
he  was  a  driver  on  the  old  Utica  and  Detroit 
Horse  Eailroad  and  he  is  yet  remembered  by 
many  of  the  early  settlers  because  of  his  activ- 
ity along  lines  that  contributed  to  the  general 
good.  In  the  early  days  he  attended  the 
First  Methodist  church  and  helped  to  organ- 
ize the  German  Evangelical  church  of  War- 
ren, of  which  he  was  treasurer  and  trustee 
for  many  years.  In  1862  his  wife  died  and 
he  was  married  again  to  Catherine  Busch 
in  the  year  1863.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1905, 
he  passed  away,  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him,  and  now  his  name  is  enrolled  among  the 
pioneers  and  honored  dead  of  Macomb 
county. 

John  Hartsig,  the  eldest  of  the  thirteen 
children  of  this  worthy  man,  pursued  his 
early  studies  in  the  district  schools  and  later 
attended  the  Utica  high  school.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  1874,  when  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  adjoining  his  father's  farm 
and  lived  thereon  until  1883,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Iowa.  Upon  his  return  in  1886  he 
purchased  the  Spinning  farm  in  Warren 
township,  where  he  now  resides  and  on  which 
he  has  made  many  improvements,  remodeling 
the  house,  while  in  1891  he  built  a  large  barn. 
He  uses  the  latest  improved  machinery  in 
the  cultivation  of  his  fields  and  has  all  of 
his  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  well  tiled, 
with  the  exception  of  twenty-five  acres.  It 
is  also  fenced  and  the  land  is  well  adapted  for 
general  farming,  while  a  bed  of  clay  upon 
the  place  is  well  adapted  for  brick  and  tile 
making. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1874,  Mr.  Hartsig 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Christina  Sear- 
ing, of  Warren  township,  who  died  Decem- 
ber 29,  1886.  Of  their  four  children  the 
third  is  deceased.  The  others  are:  Ida  A., 
of  Detroit;  Edward  W.  and  Clarence  L.,  at 
home.  On  the  6th  of  December,  1887,  Mr. 
Hartsig  wedded  Miss  Ida  D.  Scharnberg,  a 
daughter  of  Frank  Scharnberg,  of  Warren 
township,  and  the  children  of  this  marriage 
are:  Anna  L.,  Laura  W.,  Charles  J.  and 
John  H.,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Hartsig  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Evangelical  church  of  Warren  and  is  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  the  German  Arbeiter, 
of  Warren.     He  has  filled  the  chair  of  junior 
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warden  in  Utica  lodge,  No.  75,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
and  is  a  charter  member  of  Warren  lodge, 
No.  71,  K.  P.,  in  which  he  has  also 
filled  the  chairs  and  is  now  master  of 
the  exchequer.  His  political  support  is 
enthusiastically  given  the  republican  party 
and  he  has  served  as  township  school  inspec- 
tor, while  in  1878  he  wTas  elected  justice  of 
the  peace.  Every  office  he  has  filled,  whether 
civic  or  political,  has  found  him  prompt  and 
capable  and  in  the  discharge  of  all  duties, 
whether  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  he 
displays  fidelity  and  accuracy. 


ROSWELL  GREEN. 


Roswell  Green,  an  honored  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  who  spent  many  years  as  a  sailor 
on  the  Great  Lakes,  but  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  on  section  11,  Chesterfield  township, 
claims  New  York  as  his  native  state,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Clarkston,  Monroe  county, 
on  the  6th  of  October,  1832.  His  parents, 
Daniel  and  Almira  (Lampshire)  Green,  were 
natives  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  re- 
spectively. About  1830  the  father  first  came 
to  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  but  shortly 
afterward  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  spent 
three  years,  and  then  returned  to  New  York, 
remaining  there  during  the  following  two 
years.  In  1844  we  again  find  him  in  this 
county,  and  at  that  time  he  located  in  Len- 
ox township  on  the  Misner  road,  near  Big 
Stone,  which  name  was  given  it  by  the  In- 
dians, the  site  being  marked  by  a  large  stone. 
I)aniel  Green  continued  to  reside  at  that  place 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  May  17,  1873. 
Pie  made  farming  his  principal  occupation, 
but  for  four  years  was  engaged  in  buying 
staves  and  culls  for  Mr.  Jenny  of  Mount 
Clemens.  Like  most  of  the  Green  family  he 
was  a  well-educated  man  and  took  an  active 
interest  in  educational  affairs,  serving  on  the 
district  school  board  in  Lenox  township  for 
some  years.  During  his  boyhood  days  he 
served  as  a  teamster  in  the  war  of  1812  for 
twenty-two  days,  but  was  discharged  at  the 
end  of  that  time  on  account  of  his  youth.  His 
brothers,  Orlin  T.  and  Roswell  W.,  both  saw 
active  service  in  that  war  and  the  latter  rose 
to  the  rank  of  major. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  this  county 
and  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  1847, 
when,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  began 
sailing,  first  serving  before  the  mast  under 
Captain  Whipple  on  the  schooner  Bronson  for 


a  season  and  a  half,  that  vessel  running  from 
Salt  River  to  Detroit,  carrying  staves.  The 
second  season  he  shipped  under  Captain  J. 
Aimes  on  the  scow  Eagle,  running  from  all 
lake  points  to  Detroit,  carrying  staves  and 
wood.  He  then  returned  to  the  home  farm, 
where  he  remained  until  1860,  when  he  re- 
sumed sailing.  He  assisted  in  building  the 
Abraham  Lincoln,  on  wThich  he  sailed  under 
Captain  Charles  De  Sha,  running  from  Lake 
Huron  and  touching  at  all  points  along  the 
river  to  ports  on  Lake  Erie.  At  this  time  he 
was  promoted  to  second  mate.  He  next  helped 
to  build  the  schooner  I.  L.  Quimby,  the  scow 
Gladiator  and  the  J.  F.  Buffum,  which  on 
her  third  trip  was  totally  wrecked  on  Port 
Stanley  pier  while  trying  to  make  a  harbor 
during  a  storm.  On  board  were  Captain  De 
Sha's  mother  and  sister,  whom  he  was  mov- 
ing to  Toledo,  together  with  their  household 
effects,  which  were  lost,  though  the  passen- 
gers and  crew  were  saved.  The  same  year 
Mr.  Green  was  made  master  of  a  schooner 
owned  by  Dwight  &  Richardson,  of  Detroit, 
running  from  Lake  Huron  to  Lake  Erie  and 
touching  at  New  Baltimore  and  Swan  Creek. 
He  next  bought  the  scow  Juno,  which  he 
sailed  for  two  seasons,  and  for  one  year  sailed 
the  schooner  Island  City.  Following  this 
he  was  on  the  Rosa  Ann,  owned  by  J.  F.  Buf- 
fum, of  New  Baltimore,  running  from  that 
place  to  Buffalo  and  Cleveland,  and  for  two 
seasons  was  on  the  Colonel  Hathaway  for  Mr. 
Shoemaker,  of  New  Baltimore,  carrying 
shook  from  New  Baltimore  to  Buffalo  and 
Cleveland  and  grain  from  Toledo  to  Cleve- 
land and  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  His  last  sail- 
ing was  on  the  scow  St.  Stephen,  owned  by 
Mrs.  James  Hathaway,  of  New  Baltimore, 
running  from  Alpena  to  Buffalo  and  Cleve- 
land and  returning  with  freight  to  New  Bal- 
timore. He  sailed  that  vessel  for  two  years. 
He  met  with  many  experiences  during  early 
days  on  the  lakes  and  encountered  many  dan- 
gers, as  most  of  the  vessels  at  that  time  were 
without  compass  and  there  were  few  light- 
houses to  guide  them.  The  larger  vessels  at 
New  Baltimore  were  anchored  out  in  the  bay 
in  deep  water  and  the  freight  was  drawn  into 
the  water  as  far  as  possible  by  oxen  and  then 
loaded  on  to  a  lighter,  which  was  poled  to 
the  vessel  on  which  the  freight  was  to  be 
shipped,  being  then  transferred. 

On  leaving  the  lakes  Mr.  Green  returned 
to  the  home  farm  and  for  three  summers  was 
engaged  in  contracting  and  building  in  Rich- 
mond, afterward  continuing  the  same  work 
in  Rochester  and  Washington,  Michigan.    He 
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also  built  the  sawmill  for  Hiram  Hazelton  at 
New  Haven  and  one  for  Daniel  Smith,  of  Ro- 
meo, at  Perrington,  Gratiot  county,  on  the  To- 
ledo, Saginaw  &  Muskegon  Railroad.  He  built 
the  Maccabee  Halls  at  Washington,  Richmond 
and  New  Haven  and  assisted  in  building  the 
Congregational  church  at  Richmond.  He 
then  retired  to  the  farm,  where  he  and  his 
wife  are  now  living. 

On  the  2nd  of  December,  1853,  Mr.  Green 
married  Miss  Alice  Van  Horn,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Cornelia  (Slack)  Van  Horn  of 
Chesterfield  township.  Her  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania  and  came  to  Macomb 
county,  Michigan,  in  the  '40s,  first  settling 
in  Mount  Clemens,  where  they  lived  for  five 
years.  The  following  five  years  were  spent 
on  the  Patton  farm  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  Mr.  Van  Horn  purchased  a  farm  on 
section  1,  Chesterfield  township,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  his  death  in  1875.  His 
wife  died  on  the  same  place  two  years  later. 
In  their  family  were  eight  children,  but  only 
three  are  now  living,  these  being :  Mrs.  Green 
and  her  two  brothers,  who  are  retired  farmers, 
residing  in  New  Haven.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green 
have  three  children:  James  Walter,  who 
married  Bertha  Lusk  and  follows  farming  in 
Macomb  township ;  John  V.,  who  married  Nel- 
lie Douglas  and  follows  farming  in  Ray  town- 
ship ;  and  Ida  Alice,  now  the  wdf  e  of  Charles 
Maliskey,  of  Owosso,   Michigan. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  Mr. 
Green  joined  the  Engineer  Corps  of  the  First 
Division  of  the  Mississippi  Department,  and 
saw  some  hard  service.  He  remained  at  the 
front  until  hostilities  ceased  and  at  the  close 
of  the  war  was  honorably  discharged  at  Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee,  in  May,  1865,  returning 
home  with  a  good  military  record.  For  over 
sixty  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  and  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
as  a  man  of  upright  character  and  sterling 
wTorth. 


MRS.   REBECCA  A.   NEWBERRY. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  A.  Newberry  is  well  known 
in  Romeo,  where  she  has  taken  a  very  active 
and  helpful  part  in  benevolent  work,  her 
services  being  especially  beneficial  in  con- 
nection with  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and 
the  Eastern  Star.  She  is  a  native  daughter 
of  Macomb  county,  her  birth  having  occurred 
in  Macomb  township,  October  7,  1840.  Her 
father,  John  N,  Scranlin,  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Mo- 


hawk river  in  1784.  His  father,  John  Scran- 
lin, was  of  German  lineage.  John  N.  Scran- 
lin was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  place  of 
his  nativity  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Hannah  Gordon,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state  and  a  daughter  of  Eliphalet  Gordon,  a 
native  of  France.  In  early  life  Mr.  Scranlin 
learned  the  mason 's  trade,  which  he  followed 
in  New  York  for  a  number  of  years.  Fol- 
lowing the  birth  of  seven  of  their  children 
he  and  his  wife  came  with  their  family  to 
Michigan  and  here  two  children  were  added 
to  the  household.  They  arrived  in  this  state 
early  in  1840,  making  a  permanent  location 
in  Macomb  county.  The  father  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres 
in  Macomb  township.  It  was  largely  covered 
with  timber,  only  a  few  acres  having  been 
cleared  and  in  the  midst  of  the  little  clear- 
ing stood  a  log  cabin.  Here  in  true  pioneer 
style  the  family  began  life  on  the  frontier. 
Mr.  Scranlin  continued  the  work  of  prepar- 
ing his  land  for  the  plow,  cutting  down  the 
trees  and  hauling  off  or  burning  the  timber. 
As  the  years  passed  he  developed  an  ex- 
cellent farm  and  erected  a  good  farm  resi- 
dence and  outbuildings.  He  also  worked  to 
some  extent  at  his  trade,  but  continued  to 
make  his  home  upon  the  farm  throughout  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  Macomb  county, 
passing  away  on  the  old  homestead  in  No- 
vember, 1862,  at  the  advanced  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight years.  His  wife  survived  him  for 
a  number  of  years  and  died  in  August,  1884, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Mrs.  Newberry  is  the  eighth  in  order  of 
birth  in  their  family  of  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  reached  adult  age 
and  passed  their  twenty-first  birthday  in 
their  home.  Of  this  family  one  sister  and 
one  brother  are  now  living,  the  latter  being 
Jacob  Scranlin,  who  resides  with  a  daughter 
near  Troy,  Michigan,  while  the  sister,  Susie, 
is  the  wife  of  William  McCullough,  a  farmer 
of  Macomb  township. 

Mrs.  Newberry  spent  her  girlhood  days  on 
the  old  homestead  farm  in  Macomb  township, 
assisting  in  the  duties  of  the  household  and 
acquiring  her  education  in  the  public  schools. 
She  gave  her  hand  in  marriage,  March  20, 
1861,  to  George  P.  Newberry,  a  business  man 
of  Romeo.  He  was  born  in  Oneida  county, 
New  York,  November  24,  1817,  and  was 
reared  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  there 
learning  the  harness  and  saddle  making 
trade.  In  that  county  he  was  first  mar- 
ried and  in  1846  he  came  to  Michigan, 
establishing  his  home  in  Romeo,  where  he 


GEORGE  P.  NEWBERRY 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


337 


opened  a  shop  and  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  harness  and  saddlery.  He  was  an 
active  and  progressive  business  man  and  be- 
cause of  his  excellent  work,  reasonable  prices 
and  reliable  business  methods,  he  rapidly  ac- 
cumulated a  comfortable  competence.  He 
was  also  known  as  a  horse  fancier  and  owned 
some  valuable  roadsters  and  trotters  at  dif- 
ferent times.  His  activity  extended  to  many 
lines  and  in  various  ways  he  promoted  the 
welfare  and  progress  of  his  locality.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Romeo  fire  department, -or- 
ganizing the  first  fire  company  in  this  city, 
and  remained  at  the  head  of  the  department 
until  his  health  failed.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  served  for  three  years  as  deputy  provost 
marshal  of  the  first  district  under  Captain 
McConnell.  He  was  also  identified  with 
Romeo  lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  took  an  active  and 
helpful  part  in  its  work  and  served  as  noble 
grand  for  a  number  of  years.  All  the  meas- 
ures for  the  general  good  received  his  en- 
dorsement and  many  causes  were  given 
his  financial  support  and  active  co-operation. 
He  was  ever  found  on  the  side  of  right,  prog- 
ress and  improvement  and  Romeo  justly 
numbered  him  with  its  representative  men. 
His  death  occurred  in  1884. 

Mr.  Newberry  erected  a  good  residence  on 
Main  street  in  Romeo  and  there  reared  his 
family.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  John 
S.,  a  resident  of  Detroit;  George  E.,  of  Ro- 
meo; Minnie,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Robert  L.  Par- 
kin of  this  city ;  Alfred  M.,  also  of  Romeo ; 
and  Fannie,  the  wife  of  0.  D.  Thompson,  Jr., 
of  Romeo.  One  son,  Henry  L.,  died  at  the 
age  of  five  months;  while  Luther  II.  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years;  James  Herbert,  when 
sixteen  months  old;  and  Margaret  A.,  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Newberry  is  a  lady  of  good  business 
capacity  and  has  capably  administered  the 
estate  of  her  father,  husband  and  daughter, 
displaying  keen  discernment  and  marked  en- 
terprise in  the  conduct  of  the  business  affairs 
which  have  thus  devolved  upon  her.  Al- 
though her  duties  in  this  direction  have  been 
many  she  has  found  time  to  devote  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community.  She  possesses  a 
most  kindly  and  benevolent  spirit  and  is  ac- 
tive in  many  charities  and  good  works.  She 
belongs  to  the  Eastern  Star  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  also  the  "Woman's  Relief  Corps 
and  of  the  latter  has  served  as  president  for 
three  years.  She  attends  the  Congregational 
church  and  gives  liberally  to  its  support  and 
to   its  various  auxiliaries.       It     is     known 


throughout  Romeo  that  her  assistance  and 
co-operation  can  be  secured  for  any  move- 
ment that  tends  to  ameliorate  the  hard  con- 
ditions of  life  or  uplift  her  fellowmen,  and 
thus  she  has  won  the  love  and  respect  of  the 
rich  and  poor,  the  young  and  old. 


NATHAN  DICKINSON. 

Among  the  early  settlers  who  figured 
prominently  in  public  affairs  and  business 
life  in  Macomb  county  during  the  first  half 
of  the  nineteenth  century  was  Nathan  Dick- 
inson, who  died  at  his  home  in  Romeo,  April 
4,  1861,  after  a  residence  of  over  twenty-five 
years.  lie  had  come  to  Macomb  county  in 
1836  and  was  thereafter  closely  associated 
with  its  material  development  until  his  life's 
labors  were  ended.  He  was  born  in  Amherst, 
Massachusetts,  March  21,  1799.  His  father, 
Ezekiel  Dickinson,  was  likewise  a  native  of 
the  Old  Bay  state  and  was  of  English  lineage, 
his  ancestors  having  come  from  England  and 
settled  in  Massachusetts  when  it  was  one  of 
the  colonial  possessions  of  Great  Britain. 

Nathan  Dickinson  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity.  He  chose  as  a 
companion  and  helpmate  for  life's  journey 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Taylor,  their  marriage  being 
celebrated  in  AVestfield,  Massachusetts,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1828.  She,  too,  was  born  in  that 
state,  a  daughter  of  Roland  Taylor,  of  West- 
field,  who  was  married  there  to  Miss  Merey 
Bancroft.  Nathan  Dickinson  was  a  self-edu- 
cated as  well  as  a  self-made  man.  His  ad- 
vantages in  early  life  were  few,  but  he  made 
the  most  of  his  opportunities  and  as  the  years 
passed  he  gained  a  broad,  practical  knowl- 
edge and  acquired  through  his  earnest  effort 
and  persistency  of  purpose  a  competence  that 
numbered  him  with  the  substantial  residents 
of  his  adopted  state.  He  left  home  when  only 
ten  years  of  age  and  afterward  learned  the 
trade  of  a  jeweler  and  silversmith,  it  requir- 
ing six  years  to  master  the  latter  pursuit.  He 
afterward  started  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count in  Amherst  and  was  identified  with 
commercial  interests  there  for  a  few  years. 
In  1836  he  came  to  Michigan,  locating  at 
Romeo.  Here  he  followed  surveying  and  lo- 
cating lands,  first  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand 
Rapids  and  later  in  Lapeer  and  Macomb  coun- 
ties. He  made  a  permanent  location  in  Ro- 
meo in  1838  and  in  1840  sent  for  his  family 
to  join  him  in  Michigan.  As  the  years  passed 
he  became  an  extensive  landowner,  having 
property  in  various  parts  of  the  state.     His 
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savings  were  thus  placed  in  the  safest  of  all 
investments  and  he  realized  a  good  return 
from  his  property.  He  likewise  engaged  in 
merchandizing  in  Romeo,  the  firm  being  orig- 
inally Dickinson,  Giddings  &  Newbury.  They 
carried  a  large  general  stock  of  goods,  con- 
ducting an  immense  business  for  some  years. 
In  1838  Mr.  Dickinson  established  a  supply 
store  and  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
lumber  in  Lapeer  county.  He  continued  in 
active  business  until  1846,  when,  having  pros- 
pered in  his  undertakings,  he  withdrew  from 
commercial  and  industrial  pursuits  to  enjoy 
a  well-earned  rest. 

Mr.  Dickinson  was  one  of  the  prominent 
and  influential  men  of  his  county,  public- 
spirited  and  progressive,  and  his  influence 
and  means  assisted  materially  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  was  a  lib- 
eral contributor  to  the  various  churches  of 
the  town  and  also  a  firm  supporter  of  an 
academy  conducted  upon  New  England  prin- 
ciples, known  as  the  Romeo  Academy,  but 
afterward  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Dick- 
inson Institute.  Some  years  later  this  school 
was  merged  into  the  Romeo  high  school. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson  were  the  parents 
of  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  but  the  eld- 
est son,  James,  died  in  infancy,  in  Amherst, 
Massachusetts,  and  James  Taylor  also  died 
in  infancy  in  Amherst,  while  Nathan  T.  died 
in  childhood,  in  Romeo.  The  daughters  were 
as  follows :  Sarah  reached  mature  years  and 
became  the  wife  of  Darwin  L.  Gillette.  They 
resided  at  Westfield,  where  both  died.  Mary 
Ann  died  at  the  old  home  in  Romeo,  December 
26,  1902.  Clarissa  Taylor  died  in  Romeo  in 
1866.  Elizabeth  Bancroft  Dickinson  is  now 
the  only  survivor  of  the  family. 

Politically  Mr.  Dickinson  was  a  stanch  re- 
publican, but  never  aspired  to  or  wanted  of- 
fice. He  was  a  devout  and  earnest  worker 
in  the  Congregational  church  and  gave  liber- 
ally of  his  time  and  means  toward  the  work 
and  the  support  of  the  church  and  its  vari- 
ous activities. 

Mr.  Dickinson  passed  away  April  4,  1861, 
and  the  community  mourned  the  loss  of  one 
whom  it  had  come  to  look  upon  as  a  bene- 
factor, whose  efforts  for  public  progress  and 
improvement  were  far-reaching.  To  his  fam- 
ily he  left  not  only  a  very  desirable  prop- 
erty but  also  an  untarnished  name,  and  his 
example  is  well  worthy  of  emulation  and 
should  incite  others  to  deeds  of  valor  and 
business  activity,  for  his  history  proved  that 
success  and  an  honorable  name  are  the  sure 
awards  of  character  and  of  indefatigable  en- 


ergy. Following  the  death  of  Mr.  Dickinson 
his  widow  and  daughters  went  to  Europe, 
traveling  for  a  number  of  years.  They  also 
visited  California  and  the  Pacific  coast,  after 
which  they  made  their  home  for  some  time  in 
Westfield,  Massachusetts,  where  Mrs.  Dickin- 
son spent  her  last  days.  She  passed  away 
April  25,  1878,  and  her  remains  were  brought 
back  to  Romeo  and  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of 
her  husband  in  the  cemetery  here. 

Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Dickinson  and  her  sister, 
Mary,  returned  to  Romeo  in  1885,  and  this 
has  been  the  home  of  the  first-named  con- 
tinuously since.  She  is  one  of  the  active  and 
devoted  members  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  is  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  church  work,  while  in  the 
community  she  is  known  as  a  most  kind,  be- 
nevolent, Christian  lady,  much  beloved  by 
many  who  know  her. 


CAPTAIN  GILBERT  LA  CROIX. 

Captain  Gilbert  LaCroix,  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, was  born  on  the  shore  of  Clinton  river, 
Macomb  county,  January  22,  1846.  As  far 
back  as  can  be  traced  the  LaCroix  family 
lived  in  Montreal,  Canada,  but  little  is 
known  concerning  the  ancestral  history,  as 
the  paternal  grandfather,  Captain  LaCroix, 
died  during  the  early  youth  of  the  latter. 
His  parents  were  Joseph  and  Irene  (Pach- 
ette)  LaCroix  and  the  maternal  grandfather 
was  Nicholas  Pachette,  who  owned  a  farm  on 
Clinton  river  and  there  reared  his  family. 
He  was  originally  from  Montreal,  Canada, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Joseph 
LaCroix  and  his  wife  were  both  American 
born,  his  birth  occurring  in  Detroit,  while 
her  native  place  was  on  the  St.  Clair  river. 
Joseph  LaCroix  spent  much  of  his  time  on 
the  Detroit  river  and  Lake  Erie  as  a  sailor, 
being  at  different  times  connected  with  the 
Albion  and  Ariel  as  pilot.  These  were  side- 
wheelers  which  ran  up  the  river.  His  last 
boat  was  the  scow  Dan  Tucker,  from  Detroit 
to  Toledo.  In  early  life  he  was  employed  in 
the  mills  as  a  saw  filer  and  he  worked  at  Al- 
gonac,  Michigan,  in  Daniels  mills.  His  death 
occurred  when  his  son  Gilbert  was  only  eleven 
years  of  age  and  to  his  widow  was  left  the 
care  of  their  eight  children,  namely:  Joseph, 
deceased;  Nicholas,  who  is  now  an  engineer 
of  Mount  Clemens ;  Gilbert ;  Sophia,  the  wife 
of  Wilber  Pox,  of  Mount  Clemens;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  Fred  Server,  of  Standish,  Michi- 
gan;  Susan,  the  deceased  wife  of  Theodore 
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Firman ;  Alice,  the  wife  of  Peter  LaForge,  of 
New  Baltimore;  and  Louis  W.,  who  is  em- 
ployed in  the  glass  works  at  Wallaceburg, 
Ontario. 

Captain  LaCroix  received  but  limited  edu- 
cational privileges,  for  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  he  began  sailing  on  the  river  and 
lakes,  first  as  cook  and  cabin  boy.  He  con- 
tinued as  a  sailor  until  January,  1864,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Fifth  Michigan 
Infantry,  being  mustered  in  at  Pontiac,  this 
state.  He  was  with  the  army  for  a  year  and 
a  half  and  was  then  mustered  out  at  Jeffer- 
sonville,  Indiana.  He  participated  in  all  of 
the  engagements  in  his  command  from  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness,  in  May,  1864,  until 
the  surrender  of  General  Lee,  in  April,  1865. 

After  being  honorably  discharged  at  De- 
troit, Captain  LaCroix  resumed  sailing  and 
in  1867  became  master  of  the  Wild  Flower, 
a  small  sail  boat  owned  by  Joseph  Bailor. 
The  following  year  he  sailed  the  little  scow 
Money  Maker,  owned  by  Mike  Peltier  and 
John  Otto,  and  from  1869  to  1872  sailed  the 
scow  Frances,  owned  by  Oliver  Chapoton, 
after  which  he  and  Louis  Charbeneau  built 
the  scow  Matilda,  of  which  he  was  master  for 
one  season.  In  1873  they  built  the  little 
steamer  Morning  Star,  of  which  Captain  La- 
Croix was  master  for  two  years,  and  in  1875 
the  same  parties  built  the  steamer  Louis  Gil- 
bert, each  sailing  her  one  season.  In  1877 
Captain  LaCroix  sailed  the  steamer  Florence, 
owned  by  Oliver  Chapoton,  and  in  partner- 
ship with  that  gentleman  he  built  the 
steamer  City  of  Mount  Clemens  in  1879,  sail- 
ing her  four  years,  when  she  wras  sold  on 
Lake  Superior.  In  1883  the  same  company 
bought  the  steamer  S.  II.  Johnson  and  owneu 
her  two  years.  Later  they  built  the  City  of 
Mount  Clemens  (No.  2),  which  Captain  La- 
Croix sailed  for  sixteen  years,  and  then  sold 
her  to  Detroit  parties,  buying  the  steamer 
Richard  Martini  in  1895  and  selling  her  in 
1898.  In  1899  he  bought  the  steamer  A.  D. 
Haywrard,  of  wmich  he  is  still  the  owner.  He 
retired  from  sailing  for  two  years  and  then 
bought  the  passenger  steamer  Mascotte,  of 
which  he  is  the  present  owner  and  master, 
with  his  son  Louis  as  mate  and  clerk.  He 
is  well  known  at  various  river  and  lake  points 
and  is  a  popular  captain,  having  gained  many 
friends  during  his  trips.  He  has  a  nice  home 
in  Mount  Clemens,  in  wThich  his  winter  days 
are  passed.  In  business  affairs  he  has  been 
successful  and  is  nowr  a  stockholder  in  the 
Citizens  Savings  Bank  of  Mount  Clemens. 
Captain   LaCroix   has   extensive   interests   in 


various  other  enterprises,  among  them  being 
the  Eagle  Mining  Company  of  Arkansas.  He 
was  also  a  stockholder  in  the  beet  sugar  fac- 
tory at  Mount  Clemens  and  owns  consider- 
able valuable  real  estate,  owning  about  fif- 
teen dwelling  houses  which  he  rents.  He  is 
also  owner  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seven  acres  in  Harrison  township. 

Captain  LaCroix  has  been  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  Clemenee  Robertoy,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Thomas)  Rob- 
ertoy. They  were  married  in  1867  and  she 
died  three  years  later.  In  January,  1870, 
Captain  LaCroix  wedded  Matilda  Charbe- 
neau, a  daughter  of  Captain  Louis  and  Ma- 
tilda (Moore)  Charbeneau,  of  Mount  Clem- 
enee. They  have  a  son,  Louis  G.  LaCroix, 
who  is  now  a  sailing  captain  on  one  of  his 
father's  boats  and  has  followed  that  pursuit 
since  his  boyhood  days.  They  lost  five  sons 
in  infancy.  Mrs.  LaCroix 's  father,  Captain 
Charbeneau,  was  a  lake  captain  for  forty 
years,  but  is  now  living  retired  in  Mount 
Clemens,  where  he  married  and  settled  fifty- 
two  years  ago.  In  his  family  are  nine  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mrs.  LaCroix;  John;  Louis; 
Julia,  the  wife  of  William  Ormsby;  William; 
David;  Gilbert;  Maude,  the  wife  of  Captain 
William  Jock ;  and  Joseph.  All  are  residents 
of  Mount  Clemens. 

Captain  and  Mrs.  LaCroix  hold  member- 
ship in  St.  Peter's  Catholic  church  and  he 
belongs  to  the  Catholic  Mutual  Benevolent 
Association,  while  socially  he  is  associated 
with  Mount  Clemens  Club.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus;  II.  D.  Terry 
Post,  No.  216,  G.  A.  R,;  and  the  Lumber 
Carrying  Association.  He  has  always  made 
his  home  in  Macomb  county,  where  he  enjoys 
to  the  full  the  respect  and  confidence  of  busi- 
ness associates  and  those  whom  he  has  met 
in  other  wavs. 


LOUIS  SHUMAKER. 

Louis  Shumaker,  living  on  section  4,  Clin- 
ton tow7nship,  is  devoting  his  attention  and 
energies  to  stock-raising  and  dairying  upon 
a  farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Michigan  since  1873  and  of  Macomb 
county  since  1875,  and  is  among  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  that  Germany  has  furnished 
to  this  state.  His  birth  occurred  in  the  fath- 
erland, November  22,  1849,  and  he  was  reared 
to  manhood  there,  acquiring  a  good  education 
in  the  German  language.  His  knowledge  of 
English,  however,  has  been  self-acquired.   He 


344 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


emigrated  to  the  new  world  in  1873,  when 
about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  believing  that 
better  business  opportunities  might  be  en- 
joyed in  this  country.  He  took  ship  at  Ham- 
burg, engaging  his  passage  on  the  steamer  Se- 
lasia,  carrying  fourteen  hundred  people.  On 
the  20th  of  May,  1873,  ha  landed  at  New 
York  city,  and  having  some  knowledge  of 
Michigan  he  made  his  way  at  once  to  this 
state,  joining  some  German  friends  at  Kala- 
mazoo. He  was  first  employed  as  a  railroad 
section  man  for  one  year  and  afterward  went 
to  Grosse  Isle  and  to  Trenton,  where  he  con- 
tinued in  railroad  work  for  the  second  year. 

In  1875  he  came  to  Macomb  county  and 
with  the  capital  he  had  acquired  through  his 
industry  and  economy  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Macomb  township,  beginning  with  sevenjty 
acres  of  raw  land,  from  which  he  chopped 
away  the  timber  and  cleared  away  the  brush 
until  he  had  prepared  the  soil  for  cultiva- 
tion. He  erected  buildings  there  and  con- 
tinued his  farming  at  that  place  for  four 
years.  In  1880,  however,  he  sold  that  prop- 
erty and  purchased,  where  he  now  resides,  on 
section  4,  Clinton  township.  He  is  to-day  the 
owner  of  a  well-improved  farm  here  and  its 
neat  and  attractive  appearance  is  largely  due 
to  his  untiring  efforts  and  enterprise.  He 
raises  good  grades  of  stock,  including  horses 
and  cattle,  and  he  carries  on  a  dairy  business, 
milking  some  eight  or  nine  cows.  He  also 
makes  butter  for  private  customers  in  De- 
troit, finding  a  ready  sale  for  this  product. 
He  is  systematic  and  methodical  in  all  that  he 
does  and  his  well-directed  efforts  guided  by 
sound  business  judgment  have  formed  the  ba- 
sis of  his  prosperity. 

On  the  22nd  of"  April,  1876,  in  Macomb 
county,  Mr.  Shumaker  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Louise  Glady,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, in  which  country  she  was  reared.  There 
are  seven  children  by  this  marriage :  Ida, 
the  wife  of  Ed  Sawitzky,  of  Mount  Clemens; 
William,  who  died  in  1900,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years;  Mary,  Emma,  Edward,  Minnie 
and  Julia,  all  at  home. 

In  his  political  adherence  Mr.  Shumaker  is 
a  democrat,  and  his  fellow-townsmen,  recog- 
nizing his  worth  and  ability,  called  him  to  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  of  Clinton  town- 
ship, in  which  capacity  he  served  for  two 
years.  He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in 
the  German  Evangelical  church  and  have  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  in  Macomb  county.  Mr. 
Shumaker  commenced  life  in  the  new  world 
a  poor  young  man,  and  from  the  position  of 
railroad  section  man  he  has  worked  his  way 


steadily  upward,  securing  through  his  own 
labors,  and  the  assistance  of  his  estimable 
wife,  a  good  property,  which  classes  him  with 
the  substantial  agriculturists  of  his  adopted 
county. 


ALLEN  McKAY. 


Allen  McKay,  living  on  section  21,  Wash- 
ington township,  where  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  yields  good  crops 
in  return  for  the  care  and  labor  he  bestows 
upon  the  fields,  is  a  native  son  of  Macomb 
county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Brude 
township,  May  24,  1871.  He  is  a  son  of  Rob- 
ert and  Caroline  (Day)  McKay,  who  are  men- 
tioned in  connection  wTith  the  sketch  of  John 
and  Harriet  J.  McKay  on  another  page  of 
this  work.  Allen  McKay  was  reared  in  the 
township  of  his  nativity  and  pursued  a  com- 
mon school  education.  In  his  youth  he  worked 
in  the  fields  when  not  occupied  with  the  du- 
ties of  the  schoolroom  and  continued  to  as- 
sist his  father  until  the  latter 's  death.  Later 
he  and  his  brother  operated  the  farm  for  one 
year  and  he  has  always  devoted  his  energies 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  keeps  his  resi- 
dence and  barns  in  excellent  condition,  the 
work  of  repair  and  improvement  being  car- 
ried on  continuously.  His  home  is  surround- 
ed by  a  neat  and  well-kept  lawn,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay is  regarded  as  a  capable  farmer,  being 
successful  both  as  a  stock-raiser  and  general 
agriculturist.  He  keeps  some  high-grade 
short-horn  cattle  and  pure-blooded  sheep  and 
all  of  his  stock  is  of  good  grade. 

On  the  2nd  of  February,  1897,  Mr.  McKay 
was  married  in  Washington  to  Miss  Eliza 
Crissman,  a  daughter  of  Frank  Crissman,  also 
a  native  of  this  county  and  a  prominent  farm- 
er here.  Her  mother  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Emma  Smith  and  was  a  native  of  this 
county.  Mr.  Crissman  reared  his  family  and 
spent  his  entire  life  here,  passing  away  about 
1889.  His  wife  survives  him  and  has  been 
married  a  second  time.  Mrs.  McKay  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  this  county.  Follow- 
ing their  marriage  Mr.  McKay  purchased  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  and  locating  here 
he  began  the  development  and  cultivation  of 
his  land.  He  fenced  the  place,  erected  good 
buildings  and  to-day  has  an  excellent  farm 
property.  The  Page  wroven  wire  fencing  is 
used  to  surround  his  farm  and  divide  it  into 
fields  of  convenient  size.  He  also  raises  high 
grades  of  cattle  and  hogs. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKay  was  born  one 
child,   Florence   Eliza,  but     they     lost     this 
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daughter  when  she  was  only  seven  weeks  old. 
Politically  Mr.  McKay  is  a  stanch  republi- 
can, always  giving  his  support  to  the  party 
at  election  times,  yet  never  seeking  or  desir- 
ing office  for  himself.  He  is  a  stockholder 
and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Citizens'  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Eomeo,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  "Washington  Farmers'  Club.  H:lc  ^ife  be- 
longs to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and 
Mr.  McKay  contributes  to  its  support.  He  is 
a  young  man  wrhose  enterprise  and  energy 
constitute  the  basis  of  his  success  and  whose 
further  advancement  is  assured  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  a  strong  purpose  and  laudable 
ambition  are  salient  features  of  his  character. 


HIRAM  D.  ATWOOD. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Macomb  county  who 
in  former  years  were  prominent  and  active 
in  business  affairs  and  avIio  have  been  called 
from  life's  labors  was  Hiram  Douglas  At- 
wood, who  wTas  born  near  Mount  Clemens, 
November  29,  1838,  while  his  death  occurred 
December  31,  1881.  His  paternal  great- 
grandfather, Jonathan  Atwood,  held  a  cap- 
tain's commission  under  the  king.  In  1754 
he  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  war  un- 
der Lieutenant  Josiah  Willard  and  Colonel 
Blanchard,  and  later  became  captain  of  the 
minutemen  at  Weare,  New  Hampshire.  Es- 
pousing the  cause  of  the  colonists  he  signed 
the  association  test  and  turned  out  at  the 
Lexington  alarm.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  safety  of  1776  and  as  captain 
took  part  in  the  expedition  against  Crowrn 
Point   after  the   battle   of   Lake   Chainplain. 

Our  subject's  grandfather,  Peter  Atwood, 
was  born  in  New  England  and  became  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Michigan,  arriving  in 
this  state  in  1817.  He  secured  land  from  the 
government  and  developed  a  wild  tract  into 
richly  productive  fields,  making  his  home 
thereon  until  his  death.  He  assisted  materi- 
ally in  the  early  development  of  this  part  of 
the  state,  his  efforts  proving  effective  in  re- 
claiming the  wild  district  for  the  purposes 
of  civilization. 

Hiram  Atwood,  Sr.,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  in  Vermont,  and  when  nineteen 
years  of  age  arrived  in  Clinton  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  Michigan,  where  he,  too,  entered 
land  from  the  government,  his  deed  being 
signed  by  President  James  Monroe.  Taking 
up  his  abode  upon  this  tract  he  here  spent  his 
remaining  days,  devoting  his  energies  to  gen- 
eral farming.     He  passed  away  in   1872   at 


the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  and  at  that  time 
was  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  the  county, 
having  lived  within  its  borders  since  1817. 
He  was  a  man  of  unimpeachable  character, 
his  life  being  actuated  by  high  and  manly 
principles.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
union  being  with  Fannie  Cook.  He  after- 
ward married  Aurilla  Douglas,  a  native  of 
Vermont.  He  had  four  children  by  the  first 
marriage :  Adeline,  the  wife  of  Jonathan 
Widrig  and  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens; 
and  Alonzo,  Charles  and  Sylvester,  all  now 
deceased.  The  children  of  the  second  mar- 
riage are:  William,  who  resides  in  Peoria, 
Illinois ;  Hiram  D. ;  and  Phoebe,  the  wife  of 
George  Caldwell,  of  Flint,  Michigan,  now  de- 
ceased. 

Hiram  D.  Atwood  of  this  review  was  born 
upon  his  father's  farm  in  Clinton  township 
and  there  spent  his  entire  life.  He  pursued 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  becoming  familiar  with  the 
common  branches  of  learning,  which  qualified 
him  for  the  practical  and  responsible  duties 
that  afterward  devolved  upon  him.  He  was 
early  trained  to  the  work  of  the  fields  and 
thus  became  familiar  with  the  best  methods 
of  caring  for  the  crops  and  the  stock.  He 
saw  no  reason  to  change  his  occupation  as 
he  attained  manhood  but  continued  upon  the 
old  homestead  and  there  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  general  farming.  He  led  a  busy 
and  useful  life  and  one  that  was  crowned 
by  successful  accomplishment. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1864,  Mr.  At- 
wood was  married  to  Miss  Allie  M.  Watter- 
son,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Van 
Eps)  Watterson,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Vernon,  New  York.  On  the  maternal  side 
she  traces  her  ancestry  back  to  Abraham  Van 
Eps,  who  was  born  March  9,  1759,  and  was 
captain  of  militia  in  1778.  When  Mrs.  At- 
wood was  five  years  of  age  her  parents  re- 
moved to  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin,  where  they 
remained  for  sixteen  years,  coming  thence  to 
Michigan.  They  located  in  Mount  Clemens, 
where  they  spent  their  remaining  days.  Mr. 
Watterson  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  fol- 
lowing that  pursuit  throughout  his  business 
career.  He  was  born  February  21,  1816,  and 
departed  this  life  May  20,  1891,  while  his 
wrife,  wTho  was  born  March  19,  1818,  died 
March  8,  1878.  Mrs.  Atwood  was  born  June 
17,  1841,  and  was  one  of  four  children,  the 
other  members  of  the  family  being:  Ade- 
laide C,  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens;  Susan, 
the  wife  of  Martin  Keeler,  of  Mount  Clemens ; 
and  Kate,  the  widow  of  William  McCausland, 
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of  Detroit.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atwood  were 
born  three  children:  Mary  C,  born  Novem- 
ber 22,  1865,  is  now  the  wife  of  Michael 
Smith  of  Mount  Clemens.  Agnes  C.,  born 
August  4,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  Franklin  J. 
Hole,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  they  have  three 
children:  Margaret  A.,  born  December  12, 
1896 ;  Katharine  A.,  born  May  27,  1901 ;  and 
Elmer  Franklin,  born  July  28,  1904.  Lou  A., 
born  July  29,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  A.  II. 
Kent,  and  they  have  two  children:  Gloria 
J.,  born  April  16,  1900;  and  Hugh  B.,  born 
October  27,  1903. 

Mr.  Atwood  gave  his  political  allegiance  to 
the  republican  party,  but  never  sought  or  de- 
sired office  as  a  reward  for  party  fealty.  He 
belonged  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  enjoyed  in  a  marked  degree  the 
friendship  of  his  associates  in  that  fraternity. 
He  was  a  man  of  light  heart  and  cheerful 
disposition,  kindly  spirit  and  charitable  pur- 
pose and  many  poor  and  needy  ones  found  in 
him  a  true  friend.  He  was  never  ostentatious 
in  manner,  but  his  genuine  worth  of  character 
was  recognized  and  called  forth  high  regard 
and  warm  friendship,  so  that  his  death  was 
deeply  deplored  by  many  who  knew  him  out- 
side of  his  immediate  family. 


MARTIN  L.  SKILLMAN. 

Martin  L.  Skillman  is  descended  from  one 
of  the  old  American  families.  His  grand- 
father, Jacob  Skillman,  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  August  20,  1765,  and  wedded  Mary 
Hagaman,  who  was  born,  March  13,  1767, 
in  what  was  then  New  Amsterdam,  but  is 
now  New  York  city.  His  death  occurred 
April  13,  1854,  wThile  his  wife  passed  away 
October  25,  1840,.  Their  son,  Aaron  J.  Skill- 
man,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  after 
arriving  at  years  of  maturity  he  wras  married 
there  to  Eliza  Van  Norstand,  also  a  native 
of  the  same  state.  In  1852  they  came  to  the 
west,  settling  in  Harrison  township,  Macomb 
county,  Michigan,  where  the  father  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming,  devoting  his  en- 
tire life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died 
August  21,  1869,  his  birth  having  occurred 
June  25,  1810,  while  his  wife,  who  was  born 
April  6,  1812,  died  December  1,  1896.  In 
their  family  were  ten  children,  of  whom 
Martin  L.  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 
Those  living  are :  Catharine,  the  wife  of 
John  P.  Hart,  of  Adair,  Michigan;  Mary, 
the  widow  of  George  Beal,  of  Lansing,  Mich- 
igan ;   Martin   L. ;   Isaac,   of   Grand   Rapids, 


this  state ;  George  Washington,  of  Sandusky, 
Ohio;  and  Delphi,  the  widow  of  Albert 
Walker,  of  National  City,  California.  Those 
deceased  are:  Abram,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  1833,  and  died  February  17,  1885 ; 
Georgiana,  who  was  born  April  26,  1840,  be- 
came the  wife  of  James  Bell,  her  death  oc- 
curring August  21,  1865;  Anna  Eliza,  who 
was  born  April  15,  1844,  and  died  July  3, 
1876;  and  Peter  VanDorn,  who  was  born 
December  18,  1851,  and  died  November  4, 
1874. 

Martin  L.  Skillman  was  born  near  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  August  21,  1838,  and 
pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  state.  With  his  parents  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  1852  and  worked  upon  the  home 
farm  in  Harrison  township  for  a  time.  Later 
he  was  employed  in  a  nursery  owned  by 
Henry  Huntington,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
after  four  seasons  he  went  to  Vermilion, 
Ohio,  where,  in  connection  with  his  brother 
Abram,  he  rented  six  hundred  acres  of  land, 
continuing  its  cultivation  and  improvement 
until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war. 
His  patriotic  spirit  being  aroused  by  the  at- 
tempt of  the  south  to  overthrow  the  Union, 
he  enlisted,  in  June,  1862,  as  a  member  of 
Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Tw^enty-third 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  San- 
dusky. He  served  as  sergeant  of  his  com- 
pany and  went  at  once  to  the  front,  partici- 
pating in  twenty-seven  important  engage- 
ments. He  was  in  front  of  Petersburg  when 
Lee  surrendered  and  at  one  time  he  was  cap- 
tured and  held  at  Libby  prison  for  three 
months,  but  becoming  ill,  he  was  released. 
On  the  16th  of  June,  1865,  he  wTas  mustered 
out  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  having  a  most  credit- 
able military  record,  for  he  was  a  brave  and 
loyal  soldier. 

Mr.  Skillman  returned  at  once  to  Ver- 
milion, Ohio,  and  because  of  impaired  health 
he  sailed  upon  the  Great  Lakes  for  four 
seasons,  being  much  improved  thereby.  He 
then  became  express  messenger  for  the 
United  States  Express  Company  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  filling  that  position 
for  four  years.  He  afterward  had  a  barge 
which  made  the  ports  of  Columbus  and  Chi- 
cago, and  following  his  marriage  he  turned 
his  attention  to  farming  in  Clinton  township, 
this  county,  wmere  he  conducted  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1877.  On  the  8th  of  June, 
1871,  Mr.  Skillman  was  married  to  Miss 
Fannie  High,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  C.  and 
Mary  Ann  (Oles)  High,  of  Mount  Clemens. 
Their  children  are  :    Charles  J.,  of  Cleveland, 
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Ohio ;  Walter  H.,  of  Los  Angeles,  California ; 
Mary  Ann ;  and  Harry,  who  died  in  infancy, 
in  1887. 

Mr.  Skillman  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  since 
1870  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees.  He  has  been  very  prom- 
inent in  Grand  Army  circles  and  holds  mem- 
bership in  H.  D.  Terry  Post,  No.  216.  He 
served  as  its  adjutant  for  sixteen  years, 
was  commander  for  two  years  and  was  senior 
vice  deputy  commander,  while  on  several 
occasions  he  has  been  representative  to  the 
national  encampments.  He  has  also  held  all 
of  the  offices  in  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  of 
which  he  is  now  secretary.  For  twenty  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Soldiers  Relief 
board.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  his 
first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Abraham 
Lincoln.  He  has  been  successful  in  business, 
is  a  man  of  fine  traits  of  character  and  is 
highly  respected,  enjoying  the  warm  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
His  labors  in  connection  with  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  have  made  him  widely 
known  in  its  circles,  and  in  citizenship  he 
is  as  loyal  to-day  as  he  was  when  he  wore 
the  blue  uniform  of  the  nation  and  followed 
the  starry  banner  on  southern  battle-fields. 


MARTIN  SACHS. 


Martin  Sachs  is  active  in  community  af- 
fairs and  is  interested  in  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  general  progress  and  improvement, 
while  in  his  business  career  he  has  mani- 
fested an  industry  and  perseverance  which 
constitute  the  basis  of  all  success  in  life.  His 
life  record  began  November  7,  1840,  the  place 
of  his  birth  being  Hessen,  Germany.  His  par- 
ents, Peter  and  Martha  (Eberhart)  Sachs, 
were  also  natives  of  Germany  and  in  the  year 
1848  the  father  brought  his  family  to  Michi- 
gan, spending  thirteen  weeks  and  three  days 
on  the  water  between  Havre  and  New  York. 
He  remained  for  three  weeks  in  the  metropolis 
of  the  east  and  then  continued  his  journey  to 
Detroit,  where  he  arrived  in  the  fall  of  1848. 
The  following  year  he  removed  to  Macomb 
county  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  state 
land  on  section  24,  Warren  township.  It  was 
covered  with  heavy  timber  and  the  difficul- 
ties of  clearing  the  land  were  great,  while 
near  the  pioneer  home  was  the  danger  of  at- 
tack of  wolves  and  bears.  After  long  days 
of  toil  and  the  enduring  of  many  privations 
and  trials  of  life,  Mr.  Sachs  made  for  him- 


self and  family  a  comfortable  home,  prosper- 
ing in  his  undertakings.  There  he  resided 
until  his  death,  which  was  occasioned  by  an 
accident  on  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad,  he 
being  struck  by  an  engine  at  the  crossing  on 
section  24  while  returning  from  Detroit  in 
1885.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1891. 
There  were  three  sons  and  three  daughters  in 
their  family:  Martin;  Eliza,  the  wife  of 
Fred  Houslen,  of  Erin  township;  Mary,  the 
wife  of  William  Bottomly,  of  Roseville,  Mich- 
igan; Louise,  the  wife  of  Wimmial  Stein,  of 
Warren  township ;  John,  of  Warren  township, 
now  deceased;  and  Jacob,  who  died  in  1862. 

Martin  Sachs  was  educated  in  district 
school  No.  4  and  early  became  familiar  with 
the  work  incident  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
fields  and  the  care  of  the  stock.  In  1862, 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  started  out 
in  life  on  his  own  account,  coming  to  Sagi- 
naw, Michigan,  where  he  was  employed  in  a 
sawmill  until  1867.  He  then  returned  to 
Warren  township  and  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  unimproved  land  on  section  13,  from 
Joshua  Dickson,  of  Mount  Clemens.  There 
he  spent  many  years  in  arduous  toil  in  the 
development  of  his  farm  and  the  establish- 
ment of  his  present  comfortable  home.  He 
has  performed  other  work  aside  from  farm- 
ing, for  in  1858-9  he  assisted  in  building  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railroad,  hewing  the  timber 
for  ties  and  cattle-guards  on  the  land  be- 
tween sections  12  and  24,  after  which  he  built 
the  fence  on  the  east  side  of  the  track,  receiv- 
ing nine  cents  per  rod,  which  was  considered 
good  pay  in  those  early  days. 

Mr.  Sachs  was  first  married  August  12, 
1861,  when  Miss  Maria  Foster,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Foster,  of  Erin  township,  became  his 
wife.  Unto  them  were  born  the  following 
named :  William,  who  is  living  on  the  grand- 
father 's  homestead;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Fred- 
rick Bloom,  of  Roseville;  Annie,  the  wife  of 
Christ  Kaiser,,  of  Warren  township ;  and  Car- 
rie, the  wife  of  Nicholas  Trombly,  of  De- 
troit. The  wife  and  mother  died  June  11, 
1901,  and  on  the  17th  of  October,  1904,  Mr. 
Sachs  was  again  married,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
to  Mrs.  Jennie  MeFarlane,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  Odette  of  that  city.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Detroit  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  ma- 
rine engineers  on  fresh  water.  He  was  engi- 
neer on  the  Susan  Ward,  Forest  Queen  and 
Meteor,  and  the  last-named  was  burned.  He 
has  now  quit  the  lakes  and  is  acting  as  en- 
gineer at  the  Forest  City  Spring  Works  at 
Cleveland.  While  living  in  Detroit  he  was 
a  member  of  the  first  volunteer  fire  depart- 
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ment.  Mrs.  Sachs  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of 
six  children,  namely:  Rose,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Bonenfant,  of  Canada;  Mrs.  Emma 
Stephenson,  of  Cleveland;  Charles,  of  Cleve- 
land, a  marine  engineer,  running  from  Lake 
Erie  to  Lake  Superior;  Harry,  a  machinist, 
of  Cleveland ;  and  Mrs.  Melvin  Holmes,  of  the 
same  city. 

The  cause  of  education  has  always  found  in 
Mr.  Sachs  a  warm  friend  and  he  has  taken 
an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  school  and 
township  matters.  He  was  justice  of  the 
peace  for  three  years,  being  elected  in  1885. 
He  has  served  on  many  juries,  having  been  one 
of  the  last  jurymen  in  the  old  courthouse  un- 
der Judge  Stevens  and  one  of  the  first  in  the 
new  courthouse  under  Judge  Canfield.  He  has 
also  served  on  the  jury  under  Judges  Eld- 
ridge  and  Tucker.  He  was  elected  treasurer 
of  school  district  No.  4  and  filled  that  office 
for  many  years,  acting  at  the  time  the  new 
schoolhouse  was  built,  and  on  his  retirement 
from  that  position  he  was  moderator  for  ten 
or  twelve  years.  During  the  years  which  he 
spent  in  Saginaw  he  was  a  member  of  Com- 
pany No.  2  of  the  volunteer  fire  department. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran church  near  Hand  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, a  church  which  his  father  helped  to 
build  in  1849,  and  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
first  wardens.  Mr.  Sachs  of  this  review  has 
been  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  church  and 
cemetery.  In  1900,  owing  to  the  illness  of  his 
wife,  he  rented  his  farm  and  devoted  his  time 
to  her  care  and  comfort.  The  year  follow- 
ing her  death  he  traveled  to  some  extent,  vis- 
iting St.  Louis,  Cleveland,  and  many  lake 
ports  in  Michigan.  In  the  fall  he  returned  to 
his  home  on  the  farm  and  he  is  now  enjoy- 
ing the  comforts  of  life  brought  to  him  by 
his  earnest  labor  and  unremitting  diligence. 


JAMES  II.  ST.  JOHN. 

James  H.  St.  John,  a  dealer  in  grain,  coal 
and  lumber  at  Utica,  was  born  December  1, 
1843,  in  Troy  township,  Oakland  county,  his 
parents  being  James  B.  and  Malinda  (Sum- 
mers) St.  John.  In  the  paternal  line  the  an- 
cestry can  be  traced  back  to  a  very  remote 
period  when  representatives  of  the  name  went 
to  England  with  William  the  Conqueror,  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  having  been  in 
charge  of  the  carriages  and  ammunition  and 
acting  as  supervisor  of  artillery.  The  motto 
on  the  St.  John  coat  of  arms  is  "nee  quarrere 
nee  spirnere  honorem,"  the  literal  translation 


of  which  is,  "neither  seek  nor  despise  honor." 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Rensselaer  county, 
New  York,  born  in  1810,  and  in  1828  he  came 
to  this  state,  settling  near  Utica.  He  followed 
farming  until  1856  and  then  entered  mercan- 
tile circles  in  Utica,  conducting  a  general 
store  there  until  1866,  when  he  retired  from 
active  business.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this 
county  he  pre-empted  eighty  acres  of  govern- 
ment land  and  he  afterward  owned  several 
farms,  which  he  sold,  usually  realizing  a  good 
financial  return  on  his  investment.  The 
Summers  family  came  from  New  Jersey  to 
Macomb  county,  settling  near  the  Oakland 
county  line,  subsequent  to  the  arrival  of  the 
St.  John  family.  They  also  owned  several 
hundred  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  is 
still  in  possession  of  their  descendants.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  B.  St.  John  were  born 
four  children,  of  whom  Byron  died  in  in- 
fancy. Samuel  P.,  who  died  in  1895,  was 
serving  at  that  time  as  register  of  deeds  in 
Macomb  county,  having  filled  the  office  for 
two  terms.  He  married  and  has  a  daughter, 
who  is  the  wife  of  ex-Senator  Davis.  His 
widow  resides  in  Detroit.  Elizabeth  St.  John 
became  the  wife  of  A.  G.  Westbrook,  who 
was  a  business  man,  speculator  and  mer- 
chant at  Marine  City,  but  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. Their  four  children,  however,  are 
still  living. 

James  II.  St.  John,  having  pursued  his 
early  education  in  the  graded  and  high 
schools  of  Utica,  afterward  completed  a 
course  in  Eastman's  Business  College,  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  at  which  college 
he  was  graduated.  When  seventeen  years  of 
age  he  entered  upon  his  business  career  as  a 
clerk  for  his  father  and  later  went  to  Ma- 
rine City.  He  engaged  in  business  for  him- 
self as  a  general  merchant  at  Lapeer,  Michi- 
gan, for  three  years  and  then  went  upon  the 
road,  traveling  for  a  Detroit  manufacturing 
house  for  seven  years.  After  leaving  the 
road  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  grain  and 
lumber  business  at  Utica,  being  associated  in 
this  enterprise  with  his  brother  Samuel  for 
three  years.  He  was  afterward  alone  in  busi- 
ness until  he  formed  his  present  association 
with  Calvin  D.  Church.  They  deal  in  gram, 
coal,  lumber  and  fertilizers  and  have  a  lib- 
eral patronage,  the  business  haying  grown  to 
extensive  and  profitable  proportions. 

In  December,  1882,  Mr.  St.  John  was  mar- 
ried to  Sylvia  Church,  a  daughter  of  Haswell 
Homer  Church,  and  a  native  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty, pursuing  her  education  at  Mount  Clemens 
and  Davis.     She  survived  her  marriage  for 
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less  than  two  years  and  on  the  14th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1902,  Mr.  St.  John  wedded  Emma  E. 
Fuller,  a  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Helen 
(Hoyt)  Fuller,  who  removed  from  New  York 
to  Michigan.  The  Fuller  family  is  of  English 
lineage.  Mr.  St.  John  became  a  Mason  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Like  others  of  the 
family  he  has  always  given  his  support  to 
the  democracy,  but  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  en- 
ergies upon  his  business  affairs.  He  has  been 
successful  in  his  undertakings  and  in  addi- 
tion to  his  mercantile  interests  he  owns  to- 
day two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  farm 
land,  a  part  of  which  lies  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  Utica.  He  has  always  lived  in  Mich- 
igan and  the  attractiveness  of  this  state  as  a 
place  of  residence  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  many  of  her  native  sons  yet  continue 
within  her  borders.  He  has  found  here  the 
business  opportunities  he  sought — which,  by 
the  way,  are  always  open  to  the  ambitious,  en- 
ergetic man — and  making  the  best  of  these 
he  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward. 


CHARLES  STEFFENS. 

Charles  Steffens  has  conducted  varied  busi- 
ness interests  with  keen  discrimination  and 
unfaltering  purpose,  working  steadily  for- 
ward to  the  result  that  he  has  desired,  and 
finding  that  persistent  labor  and  careful 
management  constitute  an  excellent  founda- 
tion upon  which  to  rear  the  superstructure  of 
success.  He  was  born  on  the  River  Rhine, 
July  12,  1835,  his  parents  being  Adolph  and 
Anna  Maggie  (Isherlande)  Steffens,  who  were 
likewise  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  came 
to  Michigan  in  1857  in  company  with  his  fam- 
ily and  settled  in  Grosse  Pointe  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of 
carpentering  until  his  death.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  have  now  passed  away. 

Charles  Steffens,  the  eldest  in  their  family 
of  five  children,  came  to  Michigan  in  1854, 
locating  first  in  Detroit,  where  he  followed 
the  carpenter's  trade  for  two  years.  He 
afterward  removed  to  Grosse  Pointe,  where 
he  lived  for  sixteen  years  and  on  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  took  up  his  abode  at 
Mount  Clemens,  where  he  was  identified  with 
building  operations  until  1875.  While  in  that 
city  he  drilled  the  first  mineral  well  there — 
a  well  now  owned  by  the  Avery  House.  Re- 
moving to  Erin  township  he  built  the  stave 
and  heading  mill  at  Fraser,  being  connected 
in  this  enterprise  with  Charles  Knorr,   un- 


der the  firm  name  of  Steffens  &  Knorr.     In 
1885  they  built  the  sawmill  and  in  1889  Mr. 
Steffens  purchased  his  partner's  interest  and 
has  since  added  a  planing  mill  and  feedmill. 
Here,  in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of 
lumber  and  grinding  feed,  he  is  also  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  Steffens  piano.    He 
also  has  a  coal  and  wood  yard  in  connection 
with  the  mills  and  thus  his  business  affairs 
cover  a  wide  field  of  activity.     He  has  like- 
wise done  a  great  deal  of  building  in  Fraser 
and  at  present  he   owns  one  store   and  five 
dwellings.     In  1895  he  erected  the  handsome 
brick  block  called  the  Commercial  building,  in 
which  he  has  his  office.     The  remainder  of 
the  ground  floor  is  occupied  by  the  grocery 
and   saloon   conducted   by   Andrew   Steffens, 
his  son.     This  building  is  modern  in  every 
respect  and  is  a  credit  to  the  town  of  Fraser. 
Mr.  Steffens  has  also  devoted  much  time  to 
agricultural  pursuits  and  is  at  present  oper- 
ating two  fine  farms,  comprising  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Erin  and  Clinton  town- 
ships, which  he  has  hewed  out  from  the  for- 
est.    Through  his  earnest  labor  these  farms 
have  been   cleared  and  are  now  among  the 
most     productive     in     the     county,      being 
equipped  with  modern  accessories,  while  the 
fields  are  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Among  the  other     industrial     pursuits  with 
which  he  is  connected  is  a  stave  and  head- 
ing mill  in  Romeo  and  he  owns  real  estate 
in  Mount  Clemens,  Romeo  and  Saginaw.  He 
was  president  and  vice-president  of  the  Far- 
mers' Mutual  Fire   Insurance   Company  for 
nine   years,    and   when   he   severed   his   con- 
nection therewith  in  1896  he  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  German-American  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,     with     headquarters  at 
Mount  Clemens. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1864,  Mr.  Steffens 
was  married  to  Fredericka  Arning,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Bernard  Arning,  who  was  born  in  Hol- 
land and  is  now  living  in  Erin  township.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  six  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living,  namely :  Matilda,  the 
wife  of  William  Heisner,  of  Erin  township; 
George  W.,  who  is  manager  of  the  mill;  and 
Amelia,  the  wife  of  John  Swink,  of  Detroit. 
Mrs.  Steffens  died  in  1874  and  on  the  27th  of 
November,  1875,  he  wedded  Miss  Caroline 
Hofmeyer,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Hofmeyer, 
of  Roseville.  There  were  eleven  children 
born  of  this  union,  of  whom  nine  are  living: 
Clara,  now  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado; 
Andrew,  Lillian,  Walter,  Olive,  Otillia,  Carl, 
James  and  Jeannette,  all  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Steffens  is  a  stanch  republi- 
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can  and  for  sixteen  years  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  his  decisions  being  strictly  fair  and 
impartial.  He  was  also  postmaster  of  Fra- 
ser  for  many  years.  In  1895,  in  co-operation 
with  the  late  Edward  Weeks,  he  was  instru- 
mental in  incorporating  the  village  and  was 
elected  president,  which  office  he  has  filled 
continuously  since.  He  is  also  commissioner 
of  the  poor  of  Macomb  county.  Socially  he  is 
connected  with  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  German  Evangelical  church  at  Fraser 
since  its  organization  and  is  now  one  of  its 
trustees.  He  has  long  been  recognized  as  a 
prosperous,  thoroughgoing  business  man  and 
is  much  respected  by  those  in  the  community 
and  all  wTith  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
Although  he  is  now  seventy  years  of  age  he 
is  still  very  active  and  can  be  found  each 
day  looking  after  his  business  interests.  He 
is  an  excellent  example  of  the  self-made  man, 
for  he  started  out  on  his  business  career 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age  with  only  sixty- 
five  cents  in  his  pocket.  His  name  is  now  an 
honored  one  on  commercial  paper  and  his 
present  position  indicates  his  financial  abil- 
ity. He  has  favored  every  movement  for 
the  public  good  and  his  endorsement  thereof 
furnishes  an  example  that  others  should  fol- 
low. His  wealth  has  been  so  honorably  won 
that  the  most  envious  cannot  grudge  him  his 
success  and  he  stands  as  a  splendid  type  of 
the  American  citizen,  who  in  the  utilization 
of  opportunity  and  the  strength  of  his  man- 
hood conquers  an  adverse  environment  and 
is  respected  and  honored  because  of  his  pros- 
perity. 


THOMAS  SCOTT. 


Thomas  Scott  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  the  village  of  Davis,  but  for  forty  years 
was  an  active  and  substantial  farmer  of  Ma- 
comb county,  owning  a  tract  of  land  of 
eighty  acres  on  section  2,  Macomb  township. 
He  was  born  in  Lower  Canada,  May  16,  1845, 
his  father,  Archibald  Scott,  however,  being 
a  native  of  Ireland,  whence  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  early  life  to  Canada.  He  was 
married  there  to  Miss  Jane  Busby,  also  a 
native  of  Ireland,  and  for  some  years  follow- 
ing his  marriage  he  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  Canada. 
In  1852  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Ma- 
comb county,  settling  in  Kay  township, 
where  he  purchased  wild  land,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved,  developing  a  farm 
which  was   equipped  with  modern   conven- 


iences and  accessories.  Later,  however,  he 
sold  this  farm  and  returned  to  Canada, 
where  he  again  resided  for  a  few  years.  He 
then  came  once  more  to  Michigan,  settling  in 
Sanilac  county,  where  he  opened  up  another 
farm,  upon  which  his  remaining  days  were 
passed,  his  death  occurring  June  9,  1900, 
when  he  had  reached  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  His  wife  survives  him  and 
is  now  eighty  years  of  age. 

Thomas  Scott  was  one  of  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  reached 
adult  age,  while  ten  are  now  living  and  have 
become  heads  of  families.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  in  his  home  locality,  remaining 
upon  the  home  farm  until  he  had  attained 
his  majority.  He  afterwards  worked  by  the 
month  for  several  years,  thus  gaining  a  start 
in  business  life.  Following  his  marriage  he 
located  on  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  which  at 
that  time  was  wild  land,  no  improvements 
having  been  made  thereon.  He  had  to  clear 
away  the  trees  before  he  could  plow  the  land 
and  plant  crops,  but  for  four  years  he  lived 
there,  giving  his  attention  in  unremitting 
manner  to  the  development  of  the  property. 
He  then  sold  the  farm  and  removed  to  the 
township  of  Macomb,  where  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  which  a  small  tract  had  been 
cleared  and  upon  this  a  log  cabin  had  been 
built.  For  twenty-seven  years  he  lived  there 
and  a  wonderful  transformation  was 
wrought  in  the  appearance  of  the  place.  He 
erected  a  neat,  substantial  residence  and 
good  barns,  planted  fruit  trees,  built  fences 
and  tiled  the  place,  and  altogether  developed 
a  valuable  farm,  which  wTas  pleasantly  and 
conveniently  located  within  nine  miles  of 
Mount  Clemens.  There  he  carried  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1898,  when  he 
sold  that  property  and  purchased  a  neat 
home  in  Davis,  where  he  has  since  lived  re- 
tired in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
former  toil. 

Mr.  Scott  wras  married  in  Perth  county, 
Canada,  February  19,  1868,  to  Miss  Jane 
Patterson,  a  native  of  that  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Walter  Patterson,  a  native  of 
Scotland.  They  occupy  their  pleasant  home 
in  Davis  and  enjoy  the  warm  friendship  of 
many  with  whom  they  have  become  ac- 
quainted during  their  long  residence  here. 
Politically  Mr.  Scott  is  a  republican,  casting 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes.  He  was  elected  and  served  as  high- 
way commissioner  for  three  years  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  part  in  local  politics. 
He   is   interested   in   the  local  work   of  his 
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party  and  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the 
great  political  principles  which  tend  to  ad- 
vance the  welfare  of  the  nation.  He  has 
already  improved  and  operated  three  farms 
in  this  county  and  thus  his  work  has  been  of 
benefit  in  reclaiming  the  wild  land  for  the 
purposes  of  civilization  and  transforming 
Macomb  county  from  a  district  of  swamp 
and  forest  into  a  splendidly  improved  local- 
ity, having  all  of  the  advantages  of  the  older 
east.  In  his  business  affairs  he  has  ever  been 
found  straightforward,  being  a  man  of  his 
word  and  one  who  enjoys  the  trust  and  good 
will  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated. 


LEVI  B.  DAVIS. 


Levi  B.  Davis,  the  oldest  traveling  sales- 
man in  point  of  continuous  service  in  Michi- 
gan, is  a  native  of  Macomb  county  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Mount  Clemens.  Although  he  has 
passed  the  Psalmist's  span  of  three  score 
years  and  ten  he  is  still  active  in  the  affairs 
of  life,  and  in  spirit  and  interests  seems  yet 
in  his  prime.  Such  a  career  should  put  to 
shame  many  a  man  of  much  younger  years, 
who,  having  grown  weary  of  the  cares  and 
responsibilities  which  he  should  bear,  would 
relegate  his  duties  to  others. 

Mr.  Davis  was  born  March  12,  1830,  his 
parents  being  Calvin  and  Sylvia  (Beards- 
ley)  Davis,  the  former  a  native  of  Worces- 
ter county,  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  of 
Genesee  county,  New  York.  Hon.  Calvin  Da- 
vis became  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Michi- 
gan, whose  career  reflected  credit  and  honor 
upon  the  state  which  honored  him.  He  was 
born  in  Hubbardstown,  Massachusetts,  April 
27,  1793,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  he 
went  to  the  wilds  of  western  New  York,  with 
his  widowed  mother,  settling  at  Covington. 
There  he  resided  until  1815,  when  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Sylvia  Beardsley,  this  being  the 
first  wedding  of  a  white  couple  in  that  town. 
In  1824  they  removed  to  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  settling  in  Shelby  township,  as  pio- 
neer residents  of  this  portion  of  the  state, 
where  few  improvements  had  been  made  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  land  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  government.  Mr.  Davis  purchased 
a  farm  and  began  its  development  and 
improvement.  His  worth  of  character  and 
ability  soon  attracted  attention  and  in  1826 
he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Lewis  Cass, 
associate  justice  of  the  county  court,  which 


position  he  held  until  the  court  was  abol- 
ished a  few  years  later.  In  1832  he  removed 
to  Macomb  township,  where  he  purchased 
a  large  and  heavily  timbered  farm.  There 
were  few  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
he  having  hardly  any  neighbors  nearer 
than  Mount  Clemens,  ten  miles  away.  In 
1838  Judge  Davis  was  elected  sheriff  of  Ma- 
comb county,  being  selected  first  for  that 
position  under  the  state  constitution.  In 
1841  he  was  elected  to  the  state  legislature 
and  was  actively  engaged  in  many  early  im- 
portant measures  having  bearing  upon  the 
history  of  the  commonwealth.  He  also  held 
the  office  of  postmaster  for  twenty-three  years 
and  for  twenty-four  years  was  justice  of  the 
peace,  filling  the  latter  position  for  six  years 
under  appointment  of  Governor  Steven  T. 
Mason  and  George  B.  Porter.  Few  men  of 
eastern  Michigan  ever  became  more  closely 
identified  with  interests  of  the  state  than  he, 
and  none  were  more  favorably  known.  He 
possessed  superior  judgment  and  strong  in- 
tellectuality and  was  a  most  zealous  worker 
in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  education.  His  re- 
ligious faith  was  that  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  his  life  was  in  consistent  harmony  with  its 
principles.  He  became  a  Mason  in  1824,  and 
in  1856  he  left  the  ranks  of  the  democratic 
party  and  became  a  strong  advocate  of  repub- 
lican principles.  He  died  February  11,  1870. 
Faultless  in  honor,  fearless  in  conduct,  stain- 
less in  reputation — such  was  his  life  record. 
His  scholarly  attainments,  his  statesmanship, 
his  reliable  judgment  and  his  charming  pow- 
ers of  conversation  would  have  enabled  him 
to  ably  fill  and  grace  any  position,  however 
exalted,  and  he  was  no  less  honored  in  public 
life  than  loved  in  private  life. 

In  the  family  of  Judge  Davis  were  ten  chil- 
dren but  only  two  are  now  living,  Levi  B. 
and  Victoria,  who  was  the  youngest  of  the 
family  and  who  is  now  the  widow  of  Dr.  F. 
M.  Reasoner,  who  died  in  California.  Those 
deceased  are:  George  W.,  who  was  born  in 
1816  and  died  in  1843 ;  Sarah  Lavancha,  who 
was  born  in  1818  and  died  in  1901;  Smith, 
who  died  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six 
years;  Eunice,  who  died  in  1854;  Jonathan 
E.,  who  was  born  in  1828  and  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  until  his  death  in  1873 ; 
Mary  Ann,  who  was  born  in  1828;  Calvin, 
who  was  born  in  1852  and  died  in  1895 ;  and 
Sylvia  Marie,  who  was  born  in  1835  and  died 
in  1902. 

Levi  B.  Davis,  who  was  the  second  member 
of  the  family,  spent  his  early  life  on  the  home 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  twenty  years 
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of  age.  He  only  attended  school  for  about 
three  months  each  year,  and  the  schoolhouse 
in  which  he  pursued  his  studies  was  built  of 
logs.  He  afterward  enjoyed  a  year's  instruc- 
tion in  Disco  Academy  when  about  twenty 
years  of  age.  He  early  developed  his  musi- 
cal talents,  however,  and  he  entered  upon  his 
business  career  as  a  traveling  salesman,  repre- 
senting a  house  which  dealt  in  musical  mer- 
chandise, pianos,  organs  and  music-boxes.  He 
also  engaged  in  teaching  music  and  for  twelve 
years  he  continuously  held  musical  conven- 
tions. In  the  year  1868-9  he  was  professor 
of  music  in  Monmouth  Collegt,  at  Monmouth, 
Illinois.  Later  he  again  went  upon  the  road 
as  commercial  traveler  and  has  continued  in 
this  work  for  fifty-two  years.  He  is  yet  upon 
the  road,  representing  the  Reliable  Paint  & 
Oil  Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  his  terri- 
tory being  eastern  Michigan.  He  is  still  ac- 
tive and  is  the  oldest  traveling  salesman  in 
point  of  service  in  Michigan.  He  is  also  the 
oldest  native  resident  of  Macomb  county 
belonging  to  the  Methodist  church.  He  has 
been  identified  with  this  church  since  1847, 
joining  the  congregation  which  had  its  house 
of  worship  on  a  part  of  his  father  \s  farm.  lie 
organized  the  choir,  in  which  he  sang,  and  his 
own  musical  talent  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  he  was  the  only  singer  from  the  state 
of  Michigan  chosen  to  take  part  in  the  musi- 
cal service  at  the  funeral  of  President  Lin- 
coln. 

Mr.  Davis  became  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  Society  in  1865,  joining  Rochester 
lodge,  at  Rochester,  Michigan,  and  he  is  now 
a  member  of  Lodge  No.  10,  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, Iowa,  where  he  made  his  home  for  ten 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Macomb  county 
and  for  six  years  lived  at  Utica,  while  since 
1890  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens. 

On  the  2nd  of  March,  1869,  Mr.  Davis  was 
married  to  Miss  Laura  Root,  a  daughter  of 
Hiram  and  Laura  (Meeker)  Root.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  her  mother  of 
New  York,  and  they  spent  their  married  life 
largely  at  Akron,  Ohio.  Her  father  Avas  a 
stonemason  and  ran  a  line  of  canal  boats  from 
Akron  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  while  later  he  gave 
his  attention  to  farming.  He  died  in  Kent, 
Ohio,  forty-six  years  ago,  when  fifty-seven 
years  of  age,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at 
Delhi,  Iowa,  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  two  children, 
Grace  E.  and  Calvin,  the  latter  a  resident  of 
Mount  Clemens.  The  daughter  is  the  wife  of 
George    McGinnis,  of    Beaver,  Pennsylvania, 


who   is   assistant   auditor   for  the   American 
Sheet  Steel  &  Tin  Plate  Company. 

Mr.  Davis  has  a  very  wide  acquaintance 
not  only  in  Macomb  county,  where  he  has 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  but  also  at 
many  points  along  the  road  over  which  he  has 
traveled  in  his  business  career.  He  makes 
friends  wherever  he  goes  and  those  who  know 
him  appreciate  his  visits  because  of  his  genial 
manner,  unfailing  courtesy,  his  cheerful  dis- 
position and  his  genuine  worth.  His  life  has 
ever  been  honorable  and  upright  and  he  has 
made  his  name  a  respected  one  in  the  various 
localities  to  which  business  or  social  relations 
have  taken  him. 


LEONARD  H.  WILSON,  D.  D.  S. 

Leonard  II.  Wilson,  who  in  the  practice  of 
dentistry  has  shown  his  familiarity  with 
modern  improved  methods  and  his  capability 
in  the  performance  of  the  mechanical  work 
connected  with  the  profession,  has  justly 
won  the  reputation  which  he  is  now  enjoy- 
ing. He  wras  born  in  Halton  county,  On- 
tario, December  11,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Jane  (Taylor)  Wilson.  The 
father  was  born  in  Durham  county,  Eng- 
land, in  1841,  and  was  taken  to  Canada  in 
1846  He  is  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  now 
owns  land  which  he  purchased  from  a  Mr. 
Ramshaw,  who  took  up  this  land  from  the 
government.  He  married  Miss  Taylor,  who 
was  born  in  Halton  county,  Ontario,  in  1842. 
They  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  seven  are  yet  living. 

Leonard  II.  Wilson,  the  eldest,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  afterward 
attended  a  collegiate  institute  in  the  city  of 
Guelph.  There  he  continued  his  studies 
until  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1891 
and  later  he  became  a  student  in  the  Ohio 
College  of  Dental  Surgery,  at  Cincinnati, 
and  in  the  dental  department  of  the  Cincin- 
nati University,  where  he  prepared  for  his 
chosen  profession,  being  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1896,  and  on  the  27th  of  June  of  that 
same  year  he  opened  an  office  and  entered 
upon  practice  in  Armada  where  he  has  since 
remained,  enjoying  a  constantly  growing 
business.  He  has  a  well  equipped  office  and 
has  kept  in  touch  with  the  most  modern 
methods  of  dentistry.  His  work  has  given 
excellent  satisfaction  to  his  patrons  and  his 
ability  ranks  him  with  the  leading  dentists 
of  this  part  of  the  state. 

In  1896  Dr.  Wilson  was  married  to  Miss 
Victoria  A.  La n grill,  a  daughter  of  William 
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and  Eliza  (Husband)  Langrill,  the  former 
a  native  of  Gananoque,  Canada,  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Niagara  Falls,  Canada.  Her  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occuption  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  have  now  passed  away,  the  latter 
having  died  in  March,  1905.  Mrs.  Wilson 
was  educated  in  district  No.  9  in  Halton 
county,  Ontario.  She  has  become  the  mother 
of  three  children,  but  Clinton  Eugene,  born 
March  14,  1897,  died  March  25,  1899.  The 
others  are:  Clifford  Elwyn,  born  July  29, 
1900 ;  and  Elva,  born  July  20,  1904.  Dr.  Wil- 
son is  a  Mason  and  Odd  Fellow,  having  be- 
come identified  with  the  former  organization 
in  Harmony  lodge,  No.  43,  in  Armada,  while 
his  membership  with  the  latter  is  in  Armada 
lodge,  No.  442,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  now  serving 
as  left  support  to  the  noble  grand,  has  been 
treasurer  and  conductor  and  has  held  other 
offices.  Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
Methodist  church  and  in  Armada  they  are 
widely  and  favorably  known,  their  circle 
of  friends  being  constantly  extended  as  the 
circle  of  their  acquaintance  grows. 


GEORGE  PALLISTER, 

George  Pallister,  living  in  the  village  of 
Meade  and  owning  ana  controlling  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Ray  town- 
ship, is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of 
this  section  of  Michigan.  He  has  resided  in 
the  state  since  1850  and  in  Macomb  county 
since  1860.  He  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, January  2,  1830,  his  father  being  Wil- 
liam Pallister,  also  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  in 
which  country  he  was  reared  and  there  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Conferth,  a  native  of  Eng- 
land. George  Pallister  remained  a  resident 
of  England  until  twenty  years  of  age  and  pur- 
sued his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  country.  The  year  1850  witnessed  his 
arrival  in  America.  He  took  passage  on  a 
sailing  vessel  and  made  his  way  up  the  St. 
Lawrence  river  and  on  through  the  lakes  to 
Detroit,  joining  two  brothers  who  were  liv- 
ing there.  He  settled  near  that  city.  Not 
long  afterward  he  began  work  on  a  farm  in 
Wayne  county,  Michigan,  where  he  remained 
for  seven  years  and  for  three  years  he  was 
engaged  in  fishing  on  Lake  Huron.  He  worked 
persistently  and  earnestly  to  gain  a  good  start 
in  life  and  thereby  laid  the  foundation  for 
his  present  prosperity. 

While  living  in  Wayne  county  Mr.  Pallis- 
ter was  married,  February  14,  1857,  to  Miss 
Ann  Harland,  a  native  of  Wayne  county  and 


a  daughter  of  William  Harland,  who  was 
born  in  England  and  became  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Wayne  county,  Michigan.  Mrs. 
Pallister  died  December  21,  1858,  leaving  a 
daughter,  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  was  born 
January  5,  1858.  Mr.  Pallister  was  again 
married  in  Wayne  county,  October  27,  1859, 
his  second  union  being  with  Mary  Louisa 
Pretty,  was  was  born  and  reared  in  that 
county  and  is  of  French  and  Polish  descent. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1859,  Mr.  Pallister  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Macomb  county  and 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  35  in  the  town 
of  Ray.  This  property  he  still  owns  and  oper- 
rates,  it  having  now  been  in  his  possession 
for  about  xorty-five  years.  It  was  wild  and 
unimproved  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  but 
he  cleared  it  and  placed  it  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  has  also  erected  good  build- 
ings and  it  is  now  a  well-equipped  farm  prop- 
erty. He  continued  to  reside  thereon  until 
March,  1893,  when  he  removed  from  the  farm 
to  Richmond,  where  he  lived  until  the  1st  of 
April,  1901,  when  he  moved  to  Meade,  where 
he  built  a  good  residence  and  is  now  occupy- 
ing a  comfortable  and  attractive  home  there. 

While  living  on  the  farm  Mr.  Pallister  lost 
his  second  wife,  who  died  November  1,  1891. 
Unto  them  were  born  four  children :  George 
Dewitt,  born  August  8,  1860,  was  married 
November  10,  1882,  to  Nellie  E.  Parker  and 
follows  farming  in  Ray  township;  Minerva, 
born  December  27,  1861,  was  married  Decem- 
ber 27,  1881,  to  Sidney  W.  Mathews,  of  Ma- 
comb township;  Vinellie,  born  December  2, 
1861,  was  married  December  18,  1889,  to 
Cyler  C.  Warner;  James  Henry,  born  Janu- 
ary 9,  1871,  was  married  March  1,  1893,  to 
Julia  H.  Warner  and  is  a  locomotive  engi- 
neer, residing  at  Vicksburg,  Mississippi.  Mr. 
Pallister 's  oldest  daughter,  Mary  Elizabeth, 
was  married  December  7,  1875,  to  W.  C.  Rich- 
ards, a  farmer  of  Ray  township.  He  also 
has  an  adopted  daughter,  Jennie,  who  was 
born  October  9,  1877,  and  became  an  inmate 
of  his  home  when  a  small  child.  Mr.  Pallis- 
ter was  again  married,  January  12,  1893,  his 
third  union  being  with  Mrs.  Jane  Castor, 
widow  of  William  Castor,  of  Richmond. 

Politically  Mr.  Pallister  does  not  hold  him- 
self bound  by  party  ties.  He  is  a  believer  in 
temperance  principles  and  the  prohibition  of 
the  liquor  traffic.  He  is  also  an  advocate  of 
free  trade.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Free  Methodist  church  and  their  religious 
views  permeate,  their  lives.  Mr.  Pallister  has 
been  a  successful  farmer  and  business  man 
and  is  of  genuine,     sterling     character  and 
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worth,  having  the  trust  and  good  will  of  his 
friends  and  neighbors  throughout  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  resided  for  more  than 
four  decades. 


CHARLES  SCHANCK. 

Charles  Schanck,  a  thrifty  and  well-to- 
do  farmer  residing  on  section  19,  Bruce  town- 
ship, was  born  in  that  township  on  the  7th 
of  August,  1843,  and  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  family  of 
this  county,  his  parents  being  David  and  Ellen 
(Sutphen)  Schanck,  both  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire state.  The  father  was  born  December  9, 
1798,  reared  and  educated  in  Monroe  county, 
New  York,  and  from  there  came  to  Michigan 
in  1840.  After  two  or  three  temporary  loca- 
tions, he  finally  settled  in  Macomb  county 
about  1842  or  1843,  and  in  Bruce  township 
he  cleared  and  improved  a  farm,  on  which 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  passed 
away  January  21,  1866.  On  the  19th  of  May, 
1824,  he  married  Ellen  Sutphen,  who  was  born 
October  6,  1807,  and  died  November  17,  1876. 
In  their  family  were  four  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  reached  manhood  and  wo- 
manhood, namely:  John,  who  married  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years;  Henry, 
now  a  farmer  of  Lapeer  county,  Michigan; 
George,  who  married  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years ;  Charles,  of  this  review ;  Mrs. 
Jane  Hosner;  Elizabeth,  who  married  and  is 
now  deceased;  Mrs.  Martha  Groves,  now  a 
widow;  Maria,  who  married  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Mrs.  Sarah  Castle,  a  widow  residing 
with  our  subject;  Lydia,  wife  of  Richard 
Smith.  This  has  been  a  long  lived  family, 
the  youngest  to  die  being  fifty-five  years  of 
age  at  the  time. 

Charles  Schanck  passed  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  upon  the  old  home  farm  and 
early  became  familiar  with  the  arduous  tasks 
of  clearing  the  wild  land  and  transforming 
it  into  a  well  cultivated  farm.  He  had  good 
common-school  advantages  and  continued  to 
assist  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  farm 
until  the  latter 's  death,  when  he  purchased 
the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  home 
place.  He  has  since  added  to  the  property 
and  now  has  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres 
of  very  valuable  farming  land  which  he  has 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The 
improvements  are  neat  and  substantial  and 
everything  about  the  place  indicates  the  thrift 
and  enterprise  of  the  owner.     In  connection 


with  general  farming  he  is  also  engaged  in 
the  raising  and  feeding  of  stock. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1872,  in  Rochester, 
Oakland  county,  Michigan,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Schanck  and  Miss  Celia 
Ketchum,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  but 
was  brought  to  this  state  in  early  childhood 
and  reared  in  Oakland  county.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Julia  (Lloyd) 
Ketchum.  Her  father  was  born  May  8,  1825, 
and  is  still  living  at  Laingsburg,  Michigan, 
but  her  mother,  who  was  born  in  1828,  died 
in  1865.  Mrs.  Schanck  has  one  brother, 
Charles  F.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas..  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schanck  have 
two  sons,  David  and  Vernie,  both  at  home,  but- 
lost  their  only  daughter  in  infancy. 

On  national  issues  Mr.  Schanck  supports 
the  democratic  party,  but  at  local  elections 
he  votes  for  the  men  whom  he  considers  best 
qualified  for  office  regardless  of  party  lines. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  he  is  connected  with  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  He  has  led  a  busy,  useful 
and  upright  life,  which  has  gained  for  him 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  those  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact  either  in 
business  or  social  relations,  and  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  no  man  in  the  community  is  held  in 
higher  regard  than  Charles  Schanck. 


SYLVESTER  W.  HAINES. 

With  the  farming  and  stock-raising  inter- 
ests of  Washington  township  Sylvester  W. 
Haines  is  now  actively  identified,  owning  and 
operating  a  well-improved  farm  on  section 
15.  A  native  of  Macomb  county,  he  was  born 
in  Shelby  township,  on  the  21st  of  February, 
1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Alson  Haines,  who  was 
born  in  New  York,  and  came  to  Michigan 
in  1832,  being  joined  by  his  father  and  the 
other  members  of  the  family  the  following 
year.  The  grandfather,  Benjamin  Haineis, 
purchased  the  farm  on  which  our  subject  now 
resides  and  cleared  and  improved  the  place, 
converting  the  wild  tract  into  a  good  farm. 
Alson  Haines  located  in  Shelby  township  and 
there  opened  up  a  farm,  which  continued  to 
be  his  home  until  life's  labors  wrere  ended  in 
death.  He  was  twice  married,  his  second 
wife  being  Laura  I.  Hodge,  also  a  native  of 
New  York  state  and  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject. She  died  some  years  prior  to  her  hus- 
band's death.  To  them  were  born  four  sons 
and  one  daughter  and  four  of  the  number 
lived  to  become  heads  of  families. 
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During  his  boyhood  Sylvester  W.  Haines 
attended  the  district  schools  near  his  home 
and  as  soon  as  old  enough  he  began  to  aid 
in  the  development  of  the  farm,  thus  acquir- 
ing a  good,  practical  knowledge  of  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  On  leaving  the  parental  roof 
he  worked  by  the  month  for  about  six  years, 
and  in  1870  went  to  Harvey  county,  Kan- 
sas, where  he  took  up  a  homestead  and  broke 
forty  acres  of  land,  raising  one  crop  of  wheat 
thereon.  He  then  sold  the  place  and  returned 
to  Macomb  county.  Here  he  was  married  in 
1883  to  Miss  Mary  Haines,  a  daughter  of  Eli 
Haines,  formerly  of  Monroe  county,  New 
York.  To  them  has  been  born  a  daughter, 
Ethel,  who  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

For  some  time  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Haines  worked  at  anything  which  he  could 
find  to  do  and  then  removed  to  his  grand- 
father's old  homestead  in  Washington  town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  resided.  He  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  this  property  and  his 
wife  inherited  a  part  of  the  place,  so  that 
they  now  have  one  hundred  and  eighty-two 
acres,  which  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  has  erected  a  good  resi- 
dence and  substantial  barn,  has  set  out  an 
orchard  and  made  many  other  useful  im- 
provements which  add  greatly  to  the  value 
and  attractive  appearance  of  the  farm.  In 
connection  with  general  farming  he  carries 
on  stock-raising  and  in  both  branches  of  his 
business  has  met  with  well-merited  success. 

Since  casting  his  first  ballot  for  General 
IT.  S.  Grant  he  has  been  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  republican  party  and  its  principles, 
but  he  never  sought  office.  He  is  a  progres- 
sive, energetic  man  of  sterling  worth  and  he 
commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  is  brought  in  contact. 


L.  E.   BEDELL. 


L.  E.  Bedell,  who  figures  prominently  in 
financial  circles  in  Macomb  county  as  cash- 
ier of  the  Romeo  Savings  Bank,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  filled  for  ten  years,  dates  his  resi- 
dence in  this  part  of  the  state  from  1873.  He 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Clvde,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, New  York,  March  5,  1866.  His  father, 
Levant  Bedell,  now  a  prominent  business  man 
of  Romeo,  was  born  in  Albion,  Orleans  coun- 
ty, Newr  York,  in  1837,  and  was  a  son  of  Nor- 
man Bedell,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  state, 
while  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  John  Bedell,  who  was  descended  from 
English  ancestry  and  served  his  country  as  a 


soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  family  was 
established  in  America  in  early  days  and  the 
strong  characteristics  of  the  representatives 
of  the  name  have  been  industry,  perseverance 
and  reliability.  Levant  Bedell  was  reared  in 
the  county  of  his  nativity  and  there  learned 
the  trade  of  a  jeweler  and  silversmith.  As 
a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's  journey 
he  chose  Miss  Henrietta  E.  Child,  also  a  na- 
tive of  New  York.  For  several  years  Mr.  Be- 
dell was  successfully  and  actively  engaged  in 
business  in  the  Empire  state,  but  desiring  to 
establish  his  home  in  the  west  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  1873,  settling  in  Romeo,  where 
he  opened  a  jewelry  store  which  he  has  since 
conducted  with  a  constantly  growing  patron- 
age. Throughout  the  third  of  a  century  that 
has  elapsed  since  his  arrival  he  has  not  only 
been  recognized  as  a  wide-awake  and  progres- 
sive business  man,  but  also  one  whose  inter- 
est in  public  affairs  has  been  manifest  in  tan- 
gible effort  for  the  general  good. 

L.  E.  Bedell  was  a  lad  of  seven  summers 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan 
and  was  reared  in  Romeo,  pursuing  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  until  he  had  com- 
pleted the  high  school  course,  after  which  he 
became  a  student  in  the  Detroit  Commercial 
College  and  was  thus  well  qualified  by  thor- 
ough training  for  the  field  of  commercial  or 
financial  activity.  In  1885  he  entered  the  Ro- 
meo Bank  as  a  clerk  and  bookkeeper  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  six  years,  when  in 
1892  he  resigned  and  accepted  the  position  of 
bookkeeper  in  the  Tifft  Iron  Works  at  Buffalo, 
New  York.  He  severed  his  connection  with 
that  firm,  however,  in  1893  to  become  book- 
keeper in  the  City  Bank  of  Buffalo,  and  there 
remained  until  1895,  when  he  resigned  in  or- 
der to  return  to  the  Romeo  Savings  Bank, 
which  called  him  to  the  office  of  cashier.  He 
is  a  stockholder  and  director  in  this  institu- 
tion and  for  ten  years  has  served  as  its  cash- 
ier, being  a  competent  and  popular  official. 
He  is  an  excellent  financier,  thoroughly  un- 
derstanding the  business  in  every  department, 
and  by  his  courteous  treatment  of  the  public, 
combined  with  his  fidelity  in  business,  he  has 
secured  many  patrons  and  practically  made 
the  bank  what  it  is  to-day — one  of  the  most 
successful  savings  institutions  in  Macomb 
county. 

Mr.  Bedell  was  united  in  marriage  in  Ro- 
meo, in  November,  1903,  to  Miss  F.  C.  Dwin- 
dle, a  native  of  Michigan,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Romeo,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Florence  Dwindle,  a  widow 
now  residing  in  Romeo.    In  his  political  views 
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Mr.  Bedell  is  independent,  supporting  the 
candidates  whom  he  regards  as  best  qualified 
for  office  without  considering  their  party  af- 
filiation. He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  he  is  serving  as  one 
of  its  board  of  trustees.  Mr.  Bedell  now  ranks 
with  the  leading  and  representative  business 
men  of  Romeo  and  owes  his  advancement  and 
success  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  for  he 
started  out  in  a  humble  capacity  without  any 
special  pecuniary  or  family  advantages  to  aid 
him.  His  success  has  come  through  the  rec- 
ognition of  his  ability  and  trustworthiness. 
He  has  a  high  standing  among  the  business 
men  of  Romeo  and  is  popular  socially. 


CHARLES  F.  VOLKENING. 

This  well  known  farmer,  residing  on  section 
9,  Chesterfield  township,  was  born  in  New 
York  city  in  1847  and  is  a  son  of  George  L. 
and  Christine  (Blydon)  Volkening,  both  na- 
tives of  Germany.  The  birth  of  the  father 
occurred  in  Mendon,  Germany,  in  1820,  and 
in  that  country  he  grew  to  manhood.  Emi- 
grating to  America  in  1847,  he  made  his  home 
for  three  years  in  New  York  city  and  then 
came  to  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  buying 
the  Tapkin  farm  on  sections  34  and  35,  Ma- 
comb township,  where  he  lived  until  1871, 
experiencing  all  the  hardships  and  privations 
incident  to  pioneer  life.  In  that  year  he  sold 
his  farm  and  retired  to  Mount  Clemens,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death  in  1894,  his  wife 
dying  the  same  year,  leaving  three  children 
to  mourn  their  loss.  The  oldest  of  these  is 
Charles  F.,  of  this  review.  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  William  Price  and  lives  in  Canada.  Wil- 
liam F.  married  Helen  McLoney  and  makes 
his  home  in  Detroit. 

Charles  F.  Volkening  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth  upon  his  father's  farm  and  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  Atwood  district  school.  He 
aided  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until 
1870  and  the  following  year  operated  it  on 
shares.  He  then  purchased  his  present  home, 
known  as  the  Samuel  Canfield  farm,  where  he 
has  now  lived  continuously  for  thirty-three 
years,  devoting  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the 
place.  In  1880  he  built  his  present  comfort- 
able residence  and  in  1895  built  one  of  his 
barns,  the  other  being  one  of  the  old  land- 
marks of  the  county,  supposed  to  be  one  of 
the  oldest  on  the  Gratiot  road.  Mr.  Volkening 
has  always  engaged  in  general  farming  and 


has  prospered  in  his  work,  becoming  quite 
well-to-do. 

Mr.  Volkening  has  been  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Miss  Elizabeth  Zander,  a 
daughter  of  John  Zander,  of  Macomb  town- 
ship. By  that  union  there  were  two  children : 
Henry,  who  married  Louise  Kuhn,  a  daughter 
of  Christian  Kuhn,  of  Woodmere,  Wayne 
county,  Michigan,  where  they  now  reside ;  and 
August,  a  resident  of  Durand.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1876,  and  the  following  year  Mr.  Volkening 
married  Miss  Alizza  Stier,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  Stier,  of  Chesterfield  township.  Her 
parents  were  also  natives  of  Germany  and 
came  to  this  county  in  1856.  For  a  number 
of  years  they  lived  in  New  Baltimore,  where 
they  owned  a  home,  and  on  selling  that  place 
bought  a  farm  in  Chesterfield  township,  where 
Mrs.  Stier  is  still  living.  The  father  died  in 
1896.  Their  family  consisted  of  four  chil- 
dren: Louise,  now  Mrs.  William  Johnston; 
Alizza,  wife  of  our  subject;  Ella,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Schraede;  and  Henry  J.,  at  home  with 
his  mother.  By  this  second  marriage  Mr. 
Volkening  has  five  children:  Emeline,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  Hourtienne,  of  Chesterfield  town- 
ship ;  Julia,  the  wife  of  Joshua  Clarke  Par- 
ker, of  the  same  township  ;  and  George  L.,  Carl 
and  William,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Volkening  is  an  active  and  consistent 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  of 
New  Haven,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee  for 
six  consecutive  years.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Chesterfield  and  Lenox  Townships  Far- 
mers '  Clubs.  Those  who  know  him  best  are 
numbered  among  his  warmest  friends  and  no 
citizen  in  Chesterfield  township  is  more  hon- 
ored or  highly  respected. 


BENJAMIN  RUSSELL  McARTHUR. 

Benjamin  Russell  Mc  Arthur,  who  for 
many  years  was  connected  with  the  Park 
Hotel  as  general  manager,  was  born  in  the 
city  of  San  Francisco,  California,  June  20, 
1860.  His  parents  were  Major  Joseph  and 
Julia  (Woodworth)  McArthur,  the  former 
a  native  of  Dodgeville,  Wisconsin,  and  the 
latter  of  San  Francisco,  California.  Major 
McArthur  was  a  graduate  of  West  Point 
and  was  stationed  in  San  Francisco  at  the 
time  of  his  marriage  with  Julia  Woodworth. 
He  was  in  the  far  west  for  many  years,  but 
early  in  the  '70s  moved  to  Chicago,  Illinois, 
which  was  his  home  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1902. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  state,  and  after  receiving 
his  primary  education  he  entered  Santa 
Clara  college,  in  Santa  Clara  county,  Califor- 
nia, from  which  it  is  believed  he  was  grad- 
uated. Later  he  went  to  Germany,  and  spent 
three  years  in  the  celebrated  university  at 
Heidelberg  and  was  there  graduated.  Re- 
turning to  his  native  country  Mr.  McArthur 
made  his  home  with  his  parents  in  Chicago, 
but  spent  some  time  in  traveling.  While  at 
Niagara  Falls,  he  met  at  his  father's  hotel 
in  that  city,  Miss  Julia  C.  Kieffer,  daughter 
of  John  and  Margretha  Kieffer,  and  on  the 
10th  of  September,  1884,  they  were  united  in 
marriage.  By  this  union  four  children  were 
born,  two  of  whom  are  living,  Ethel  Wood- 
worth  and  Mildred  Upton,  who  make  their 
home  with  their  mother  in  Mount  Clemens. 

After  spending  about  two  years  princi- 
pally in  traveling,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McArthur 
came  to  Mount  Clemens,  which  was  ever 
after  his  home  and  is  still  the  home  of  Mrs. 
McArthur.  On  his  arrival  here  Mr.  Mc- 
Arthur went  into  business  with  Mrs.  Kieffer, 
purchasing  a  half  interest  and  taking  charge 
of  the  old  Central  Park  Hotel.  They  at 
once  dropped  the  name  Central  and  assumed 
the  name  of  Park  Hotel.  The  hotel  at  that 
time  was  an  unpretentious  two  story  frame 
structure  with  its  name  being  printed  in  large 
letters  clear  across  the  front  "Central  Park 
Hotel."  The  building  as  it  then  stood  bears 
no  resemblance  to  the  massive  structure 
known  as  the  Park  Hotel,  with  a  frontage  of 
three  hundred  and  fifteen  feet,  and  which 
has  a  national  reputation  as  being  a  model 
hotel,  comparing  favorably  with  the  leading 
hotels  of  the  country. 

Mr.  McArthur  was  never  a  robust  man  and 
spent  much  time  in  traveling.  Every  year 
with  his  wife  he  made  a  trip  east  and  to- 
gether they  visited  many  points  of  interest. 
While  at  Mackinac  Island,  where  he  was 
ordered  by  his  physician,  his  death  occurred 
June  20,  1899,  the  anniversary  of  his  birth. 
His  remains  were  brought  back  to  Mount 
Clemens  and  interred  in  the  cemetery  at 
that  place,  the  funeral  being  attended  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances, 
many  of  whom  mourned  his  loss  as  that  of 
a  most  intimate  friend. 

Politically  Mr.  McArthur  was  a  democrat, 
but  he  had  no  political  aspirations  and  save 
as  a  commissioner  of  water  works  he  held 
no  public  office.  He  was  frequently  solicited 
to  lend  the  use  of  his  name  for  the  office  of 
mayor  of  Mount  Clemens,  but  the  honor  he 


steadfastly  refused.  Doubtless  he  would 
have  been  elected  by  a  large  majority  as  his 
public  spirit  was  acknowledged  by  all. 

It  was  as  a  home  man  that  Mr.  McArthur 
was  at  his  best.  While  he  made  friends 
easily  and  as  landlord  of  the  Park  Hotel 
there  were  many  who  esteemed  him  highly, 
he  yet  preferred  the  privacy  of  the  home 
circle,  although  he  took  great  pride  in  the 
management  of  the  Park  Hotel,  and  the 
great  patronage  built  up  spoke  volumes  in 
his  praise.  He  was  a  good,  true  man,  one 
for  whose  living  the  world  is  made  better. 

Mrs.  McArthur  makes  her  home  in  Mount 
Clemens  and  is  associated  with  her  mother 
in  the  management  of  the  hotel.  She  is  well 
known  and  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  Like 
her  husband,  she  enjoys  traveling  and  an- 
nually spends  some  time  at  various  eastern 
summer  resorts.  With  her  mother  she  owns 
a  hotel  at  Aiken,  South  Carolina,  a  three 
hundred  room  house  used  as  a  winter  resort. 
The  grounds  comprise  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  acres. 


PHILIP  E.  CUDWTORTH. 

Philip  E.  Cud  worth,  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising in  Armada  as  a  dealer  in  hardware, 
was  born  in  Armada  township,  February  14, 
1882,  and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  families  of  this  part  of  the 
state.  His  father,  Xenophon  0.  Cudworth, 
who  is  still  interested  in  farming  in  this 
county,  was  born  in  Richmond  township, 
April  10,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Philip  C.  and 
Tamson  (Tubbs)  Cudworth.  Philip  C.  Cud- 
worth  was  born  in  Richmond,  Ontario  coun- 
ty, New  York,  in  1811,  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1835,  locating  on  land  which  he  entered 
from  the  government.  He  cleared  a  small 
patch,  built  a  cabin  and  then  returned  to  the 
ea>t,  but  ?oon  came  again  and  was  the  first 
settler  of  Richmond  township.  He  was  also 
the  first  postmaster  of  Richmond  and  post- 
age at  that  time  was  twenty-five  cents.  He 
made  quarterly  trips  to  Detroit  to  settle  up 
his  accounts  and  on  more  than  one  occasion 
had  to  sell  something  he  possessed  in  order  to 
pay  postage  which  was  due  him  from  the  pat- 
rons of  the  Richmond  office.  His  wife 's  great- 
grandfather was  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 
Unto  Philip  Cudworth  and  his  wife  were  born 
six  children :  Xenophon ;  Philip,  who  died 
at  West  Point,  Kentucky,  during  the  Civil 
war;  Harriet,  who  died  in  Lenox,  Michigan; 
Jerusha  A.,  wife  of  Charles  Chapman,  pro- 
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prietor  of  a  hotel  at  Grand  River,  Iowa ;  Mary, 
wife  of  Peter  Scott,  of  Port  Huron,  Michigan^ 
who,  however,  was  in  Alaska  for  four  years 
and  is  now  superintendent  of  a  mine  in  Mex- 
ico; and  David  S.,  a  farmer  of  Lenox  town- 
ship, Macomb  county. 

Xenophon  O.  Cudworth  well  remembers 
when  the  wolves  could  be  heard  howling 
around  the  cabins  at  night  and  he  saw  hun- 
dreds of  Indians  at  a  time,  for  they  then 
lived  all  over  the  state.  He  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Richmond  township  and  his  en- 
vironment in  youth  was  that  of  a  pioneer 
locality.  He  was  educated  in  a  log  school- 
house  where  there  were  only  four  or  five  pu- 
pils. The  building  stood  on  the  present  site 
of  the  Lenox  station  and  the  seats  were  split 
logs  while  the  desk  was  made  of  a  board  laid 
on  pins  around  the  room.  The  school  was  kept 
up  by  the  rate  bill  and  the  teachers  "boarded 
round."  In  the  pioneer  home  custard  was 
served  "when  company  came,"  and  the  chil- 
dren therefore  delighted  in  having  company. 
Xenophon  Cudworth  assisted  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  home  farm  in  his  youth.  He  was 
married  December  25,  1858,  to  Martha, 
daughter  of  Abner  Andrew  and  Eliza  (Hul- 
bert)  Hicks.  She  was  born  June  23,  1839. 
Her  father  is  yet  living  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
one  and  her  mother  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cudworth  have  lived 
together  for  forty-six  years  and  have  three 
sons :  Philip  Elton  is  the  eldest.  Albert  Bur- 
ton, born  October  26,  1866,  and  living  on  the 
old  homestead  on  section  36,  Armada  town- 
ship, married  Fannie  Wieman  and  has  a 
daughter.  Frank  S.,  born  February  21,  1868, 
married  Nettie  Frances  and  lives  on  the  Car- 
ter farm  in  Armada  township. 

Xenophon  Cudworth  is  to-day  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  good  land 
and  formerly  had  other  tracts,  which  he  has 
since  sold.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in 
life  and  now  has  a  competence,  honorably 
earned.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and 
has  served  as  highway  commissioner  and  dep- 
uty sheriff.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church. 

Philip  E.  Cudworth,  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  in  Armada,  followed  farming  un- 
til 1890  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  the 
hardware  business.  He  purchased  the  busi- 
ness property,  but  afterward  sustained  a  loss 
by  fire.  He  has  since,  however,  built  a  brick 
business  block  in  which  he  conducts  his  store. 
He  first  handled  boots  and  shoes,  hats,  caps, 
crockery  and  hardware,  but  he  closed  out  those 
lines  and  established  his  hardware  store,  with 


a  stock  valued  at  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  has  since  been  increased  to 
about  five  thousand  dollars,  and  his  energies 
are  now  concentrated  upon  the  management 
of  the  store  wherein  he  has  secured  a  liberal 
patronage. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1885,  Mr.  Cud- 
worth was  married  to  Miss  Belle  Hathaway, 
a  daughter  of  O.  Sheldon  and  Cordelia  (Dun- 
ham) Hathaway.  They  have  two  children: 
Grace,  who  was  born  December  15,  1886,  and 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Armada  high  school ;  and 
Floyd,  born  in  1898  and  now  attending  school. 

Mr.  Cudworth  is  a  member  of  Harmony 
lodge,  No.  143,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  a  charter 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  No.  492, 
of  which  he  was  treasurer  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  and  his  wife  are  connected  with 
the  Daughters  of  Rebekah  and  she  belongs  to 
the  Methodist  church.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  republican,  influential  in  local  circles 
of  the  party,  and  for  fifteen  years  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  village  council,  as  village 
president  five  years  and  township  treasurer 
for  two  terms.  His  devotion  to  the  general 
good  has  been  manifest  in  tangible  effort  for 
the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  village  and 
county,  and  his  labors  have  proved  far-reach- 
ing and  beneficial. 


SPENCER  BOOTIIE  RUSSELL. 

Spencer  B.  Russell  was  born  in  Jerusalem, 
Yates  county,  New  York,  on  the  24th  of  No- 
vember, 1846.  His  father,  John  Russell,  was 
a  native  of  Ireland  and  was  about  eighteen 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  America,  set- 
tling in  New  York  state,  where  he  died  in  1851. 
He  married  Mrs.  Ruth  Ann  (Andrus)  Bur- 
ton, her  ancestors  being  among  the  Puritans 
that  came  to  America  on  the  Mayflower.  After 
his  marriage  John  Russell  made  his  home  in 
Jerusalem,  New  York,  for  some  years,  but 
when  our  subject  was  quite  small  he  took  his 
family  to  Ontario  county,  that  state,  where  he 
soon  afterward  died,  leaving  his  widow  with 
six  children  to  support.  In  the  fall  of  1853 
she  decided  to  come  to  the  west  and  took  up 
her  abode  in  New  Baltimore,  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  but  she  passed  away  in  the  spring 
of  1855. 

Spencer  B.  Russell  was  only  eight  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  mother's  death.  How- 
ever, he  soon  found  a  good  home  with  Abbott 
Van  Horn,  who  had  recently  settled  in  the 
woods  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Chesterfield 
township  and  who  agreed  to  give  Mr.   Rus- 
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sell  a  home  and  what  advantages  the  district 
school  afforded  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of 
age.  In  return  for  this  our  subject  promised 
to  stay  the  required  term  of  years  and  to  as- 
sist in  the  labors  of  the  farm  during  the  sum- 
mer and  out  of  school  hours  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year.  There  was  no  contract 
signed,  but  their  agreement  was  never  vio- 
lated on  either  side. 

For  a  few  years  after  leaving  Mr.  Van  Horn 
Mr.  Russell  devoted  his  time  principally  to  ac- 
quiring a  better  education,  receiving  private 
instructions  at  Mount  Clemens.  In  the  spring 
of  1866  he  began  the  study  of  law  under  the 
direction  of  Hubbard  &  Crocker  and  remained 
with  that  firm  until  his  admission  to  the  bar 
of  Macomb  county  in  August,  1868,  although 
in  the  meantime  he  had  taught  in  the  district 
schools  during  the  winter  months  in  order  to 
earn  the  money  to  defray  his  expenses.  His 
examination  for  the  bar  was  pronounced  to 
be  one  of  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  cir- 
cuit. 

Like  so  many  others,  Mr.  Russell  became  im- 
bued with  the  desire  to  go  west  and  according- 
ly, on  the  9th  of  May,  1869,  took  up  his  abode 
in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  but  he  did  not  remain 
long  in  that  city,  however,  and  the  following 
January  began  the  practice  of  law  at  Fort 
Scott,  Kansas.  In  the  fall  of  1870  he  came  to 
western  Michigan.  Two  years  later  he  re- 
turned to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1873  he  was  elected  coun- 
ty superintendent  of  schools  and  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  that  position  on  the  1st  of  May, 
also  assuming  the  editorial  management  of 
The  Press.  After  two  years  of  this  dual  occu- 
pation the  superintendency  law  was  repealed 
and  he  then  devoted  his  entire  attention  to 
newspaper  work,  his  brother  becoming  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  the  business  in  1878.  The 
Mount  Clemens  Press  was  established  under 
the  name  of  the  Macomb  Conservative  Press 
in  1864  by  William  Longstaff  and  James  B. 
Eldredge,  who  continued  its  publication  until 
1868,  when  they  were  succeeded  by  John 
Trevidick.  He  conducted  the  paper  until 
1872,  when  it  was  temporarily  suspended,  the 
office  being  closed  from  December,  1872,  until 
May  1,  1873,  at  which  time  Mr.  Russell  re- 
sumed its  publication  under  its  present  title, 
which  was  adopted  by  his  predecessor.  He 
sold  out  in  1890  to  J.  A.  Keith.  He  has  been 
interested  in  a  number  of  business  enterprises 
which  have  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the 
city;  was  secretary  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
Bath  Company,  and  one  of  the  originators  of 


the  Medea  Hotel  and  Bath  House,  the  former 
being  publicly  opened  by  him  June  6,  1904. 

Mr.  Russell  has  always  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  local  politics  and  besides 
holding  several  minor  offices  in  the  village  and 
city  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  in  the 
spring  of  1881  over  a  formidable  opponent. 
The  story  of  his  subsequent  removal  by  the 
governor  on  purely  technical  grounds,  his  re- 
nomination  and  re-election  as  given  elsewhere 
in  this  volume,  is  a  fair  and  impartial  recital 
of  the  facts.  The  legal  technicality  upon 
which  the  governor  based  the  removal  was  the 
alleged  interest  of  Mayor  Russell  in  a  con- 
tract for  printing  between  the  city  and  the 
firm  of  S.  B.  &  H.  E.  Russell,  which,  as  shown 
in  the  testimony,  amounted  to  less  than  forty- 
five  dollars  per  year,  and  was  entered  into  for 
the  sole  benefit  of  H.  E.  Russell.  The  case  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  press  throughout 
the  state  and  never  was  the  official  act  of  any 
executive  more  severely  criticised  and  impar- 
tially condemned.  Public  sympathy  was  all 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Russell  and  his  re-accession  to 
the  mayoralty  was  a  subject  of  congratulation 
for  months  afterward.  Instead  of  the  stain 
which  a  few  political  enemies  had  confidently 
hoped  to  bring  upon  his  public  record,  it 
proved  one  of  the  happiest  triumphs  of  his 
whole  life.  Among  the  many  handsome  trib- 
utes paid  to  Mr.  Russell  by  the  press  at  this 
time  we  quote  the  following  written  by  George 
F.  Lewis,  then  managing  editor  of  the  Bay 
City  Morning  Call:  "Mr.  Russell  is  a  man 
of  no  small  individuality,  a  clever  man  of 
some  means,  decidedly  good  financial  ability, 
undemonstrative  even  to  reticence,  but  square 
and  conscientious,  if  we  know  what  is  what  in 
this  direction.  He  is  far  from  that  morbid 
sensibility  which  magnifies  every  trifling 
trouble  into  a  threatened  disaster,  and  satis- 
fied in  his  conscience  that  he  meant  to  be  fair 
and  honorable,  he  paid  very  little  attention 
to  the  proceedings  which  were  taken  for  his 
removal. ' ' 

For  several  years  Mr.  Russell  has  served  as 
director  of  the  Mount  Clemens  school  board, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  But  the  part 
which  he  has  taken  in  the  development  of  edu- 
cational interests  is  specially  noteworthy  in 
his  long  and  faithful  service  as  commissioner 
of  schools  for  Macomb  county,  and  which 
has  impressed  his  name  indelibly  upon  its 
records.  His  genial,  pleasant  manner  has 
made  him  quite  popular  in  both  business  and 
social  circles,  and  as  a  public-spirited,  enter- 
prising man  he  ever  stands  ready  to  discharge 
any  duty  devolving  upon  him. 
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Mr.  Russell  was  married  January  23,  1883, 
to  Miss  Marie  II.  Van  Eps,  a  daughter  of 
George  B.  and  Matilda  (Fitch)  Van  Eps,  of 
Mount  Clemens. 


ROBERT  McKAY. 


Robert  McKay,  deceased,  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Johnston,  Renfrewshire,  Scotland, 
March  4,  1813,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and 
Jane  (Allen)  McKay.  John  McKay,  the 
father,  was  born  June  9,  1793,  and  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Mary  McKay.  Jane  Allen, 
the  mother,  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland, 
March  4,  1790,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Mary  Allen.  The  parents  of  Rob- 
ert McKay  removed  from  their  native  land 
to  Ballentoy,  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  in 
1819,  and  there  remained  until  1836,  when 
with  their  family  they  came  to  America  and 
settled  near  Oakwood,  Oakland  county,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  wild 
land,  and  on  a  part  of  this  land  they  lived 
until  the  time  of  their  deaths,  which  occurred 
as  follows :  John  McKay,  Julv  9,  1861,  and 
his  wife,  Jane  (Allen)  McKay,  March  4,  1859. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

Robert  McKay  left  the  parental  home  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world  and  came  to  America  for  the  purpose 
of  participating  in  the  opportunities  that  the 
new  world  offered  to  the  young  and  ambitious. 
After  a  sea  voyage  of  thirteen  weeks  he  land- 
ed at  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in 
1830,  and  secured  employment  with  a  mer- 
cantile house,  where  he  remained  until  1833, 
when  he  accepted  a  position  offered  him  in 
a  publishing  house  at  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
which  he  held  until  1836,  when  he  resigned 
to  return  to  his  parents  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  them  in  coming  to  America. 

On  his  arrival  in  America  with  his  father's 
family  he  landed  at  the  city  of  New  York 
and  proceeded  at  once  to  Oakwood,  Oakland 
county,  Michigan,  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal 
and  Lake  Erie,  where  he  purchased  wild  land 
near  his  father's  place  and  there  he  remained 
until  1841,  when  he  sold  this  farm  and  re- 
moved to  Bruce  township,  Macomb  county, 
and  purchased  the  farm  upon  which  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  made  a  spe- 
cialty of  raising  wheat  and  wool  and  was  very 
successful,  keeping  between  five  and  six  hun- 
dred sheep.     Through  his  energy  and  thrift 


he  prospered  and  added  to  his  original  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  so  that  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  owner  of  one 
thousand  acres  of  choice  lands,  with  good 
dwellings  and  outbuildings  in  Macomb  and 
adjoining  counties. 

December  16,  1841,  Robert  McKay  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Jean  Gray,  daughter 
of  Neil  and  Mary  (Wiley)  Gray,  residents  of 
Bruce,  and  natives  of  Ayrshire,  Scotland. 
Mrs.  McKay  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland, 
August  25,' 1811,  and  died  January  24,  1862. 
From  this  marriage  there  were  five  children, 
as  follows :  John,  born  August  16,  1843 ; 
Mary,  born  February  1,  1845 ;  Robert  N.,  born 
October  15,  1847;  Annie;  and  Jane,  born 
January  20,  1852,  all  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing except  Mary,  who  was  the  wife  of  Dr. 
William  Greenshields,  of  Romeo,  and  who 
died  March  15,  1903;  and  Jane,  who  died 
February  21,  1878. 

On  April  24,  1865,  Robert  McKay  married 
Caroline  M.  Day,  daughter  of  Uriel  and  Olive 
(Sperry)  Day,  of  Armada,  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  in  another  portion  of  this  work.  Mrs. 
McKay  was  born  December  16,  1839,  in  Ar- 
mada, and  is  the  descendant  of  Robert  and 
Mary  Day,  who  emigrated  to  America  from 
England  in  1834,  and  settled  at  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.  The  children  by  this  marri- 
age were :  Henry  J.,  born  February  21,  1866  ; 
Rose,  born  March  16,  1867 ;  James,  born  Jan- 
uary 25,  1869 ;  Allen,  born  May  24,  1871 ;  Jo- 
seph, born  March  14,  1877;  and  Grace  Ruth, 
born  June  30,  1880,  all  of  whom  are  nowT  liv- 
ing. 

Robert  McKay,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
died  February  1,  1896,  and  about  two  years 
after  his  death  Mrs.  McKay  removed  from 
the  farm  to  Romeo,  where  she  now  resides. 
He  was  a  fluent  speaker,  a  man  of  strong  and 
unwavering  convictions  regarding  religion, 
temperance,  morality  and  the  freedom  and  up- 
lifting of  the  colored  man.  It  was  early  in 
his  life,  while  living  south  of  "Mason  and 
Dixon's  line."  that  he  became  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  these  matters  and  actively 
interested  himself  in  them.  It  was  while  liv- 
ing in  the  south  that  he  became  imbued  with 
the  principles  of  Christianity  and  united  with 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  of  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee.  After  he  settled  in  Michi- 
gan he  did  not  identify  himself  particularly 
with  any  denomination  but  was  a  zealous 
worker  in  Sunday-schools  and  at  various 
times  gave  religious  discourses.  He  was  a 
forceful  and  untiring  worker  for  the  cause  of 
temperance,    and   in    early   life   would   often 
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walk  twenty  miles  to  assist  in  a  meeting  or 
give  a  temperance  lecture. 

While  living  in  the  south  he  saw  his  fellow 
beings  in  bondage,  saw  them  sold  as  chattels 
at  auction  and  families  separated  forever. 
These  and  other  facts  convinced  him  of  the 
inhumanity,  the  injustice  and  the  degredation 
of  slavery  and  moved  him  to  do  all  within 
his  power  for  its  abolition  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  slave. 

Politically  he  was  a  republican  through  life 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  1842,  when  there  was  only  one  other 
vote  cast  in  the  township  for  the  cause.  He 
was  connected  with  the  organization  known 
as  the  "Underground  Railway/'  and  shel- 
tered and  assisted  many  a  poor  slave  to  the 
shores  of  Canada,  to  enjoy  that  freedom 
which  man  has  a  common  right  to  enjoy. 

It  was  in  1854,  the  year  of  the  birth  of 
the  republican  party  under  the  oaks  at  Jack- 
son, Michigan,  that  he  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace  in  Bruce  township,  which  office  he 
held  continuously  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  once  the  choice  of  his  party  for  the 
office  of  state  senator,  but  was  defeated  owing 
to  the  district  being  overwhelmingly  demo- 
cratic. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Farmers  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
of  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  and  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  incorporators  held  August  22,  1875, 
he  was  elected  president  of  the  company  and 
held  the  office  continuously  until  February 
10,  1894,  when  he  resigned,  owing  to  age  and 
poor  health,  and  the  board  of  directors  upon 
accepting  his  resignation,  as  a  mark  of  respect 
and  confidence,  elected  him  a  director.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Citizens  National 
Bank,  of  Romeo,  Michigan,  and  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  was  elected  a  di- 
rector, wrhich  office  he  held  until  his  death. 

Mr.  McKay  was  one  of  the  county's  most 
valuable  citizens.  He  was  public-spirited  and 
did  all  in  his  power  for  the  advancement  and 
general  welfare  of  its  religious,  moral  and  po- 
litical interests. 


HENRY  HALMICH. 


Henry  Halmich,  one  of  the  wide-awake,  en- 
ergetic and  practical  young  farmers  of  War- 
ren township,  living  on  section  9,  represents 
one  of  the  old  families  of  Macomb  county.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Amendis  Halmich,  was 
born  in  Prussia  and  came  to  Macomb  county 
in  1851,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Johanna. 
He  settled  first  on  section  17,  Warren  town- 


ship, purchasing  the  Dennison  property, 
wrhich  he  farmed  and  improved  until  his  death 
in  1860.  He  left  a  widow  and  six  children, 
namely :  Flora,  a  resident  of  Missouri ;  Tracy, 
of  Warren  township ;  Caroline,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Bretner,  of  Sterling  township ;  Jo- 
hanna, the  wife  of  John  Miller,  of  Detroit; 
William ;  and  Dora,  wrho  is  living  in  Prus- 
sia. 

Of  this  family,  William  Halmich,  the  father 
of  Henry  Halmich,  is  also  a  native  of  Prus- 
sia and  in  the  schools  of  that  country  he  be- 
gan his  education,  which  he  continued  in  the 
district  schools  of  Macomb  county.  He 
always  remained  at  home,  assisting  his  father 
in  the  development  of  the  land.  In  1864  his 
mother  sold  the  first  homestead  and  purchased 
the  Stephens  farm  of  sixty  acres  on  section  9, 
Warren  township,  to  which  they  removed  and 
for  which  he  received  a  deed  upon  the  death 
of  his  mother  in  1873.  Removing  to  a  farm 
of  about  thirty  acres  he  at  once  made  further 
improvements  there,  building  barns,  remod- 
eling the  house  and  clearing  and  improving 
more  land.  In  1883  he  purchased  an  adjoin- 
ing tract  of  forty  acres,  on  which  he  built  a 
new  barn  and  added  other  modern  accessories. 
Whatever  tended  to  the  practical  improve- 
ment and  development  of  the  place  received 
his  earnest  attention  and  he  continued  farm- 
ing with  success  until  1901,  when  he  deeded 
the  place  to  his  son  Henry,  with  whom  he  is 
still  living.  There  is  a  lesson  to  be  learned 
from  his  life  work,  a  lesson  illustrating  the 
value  of  frugality  and  diligence  as  important 
factors  in  winning  prosperity.  He  has  always 
been  interested  in  the  cause  of  education,  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  school  and  is  treasurer  of  district  No. 
6.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Warren  branch  of 
the  German  Arbeiter  and  belongs  to  St.  Clem- 
ens church  and  St.  Clemens  Society  at  Cen- 
ter Line.  He  was  married  on  the  12th  of 
April,  1864,  to  Miss  Mary  Wolff,  a  daughter 
of  Peter  Joseph  and  Mary  Magdalene  Wolff, 
of  St.  Clair  county.  They  became  the  parents 
of  twTelve  children,  of  whom  eight  are  living, 
as  follows:  Lena,  of  St.  Joseph,  Michigan; 
Johanna,  the  wife  of  Anthony  Wolff,  of  War- 
ren ;  Charles,  who  is  living  in  Oakland  county, 
Michigan ;  Henry,  of  this  review ;  Annie,  who 
is  living  with  her  brother  Henry;  Katie,  the 
wife  of  Michael  Cutchey;  Mary  of  Detroit; 
and  Ida,  who  is  teaching  in  district  No.  4  in 
Warren  township. 

Mrs.  William  Halmich  was  a  native  of 
Michigan,  but  her  parents  were  born  on  the 
River  Rhine,  in  Germany.   Coming  to  this  state 
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in  1852,  they  settling  in  Detroit,  and  after  two 
and  a  half  years  removed  to  St.  Clair  town- 
ship, St.  Clair  county,  where  they  remained 
until  the  father's  death  in  1887.  Three  years 
later  the  mother  went  to  live  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Halmich,  and  died  at  her  home  June 
3,  1894,  her  remains  being  interred  in  St. 
Clemens  cemetery.  Charles  Bretner,  the  hus- 
band of  Caroline  Halmich,  sister  of  William 
Halmich,  was  in  the  Second  Michigan  Cavalry 
in  the  Civil  war  and  enlisted  in  1862,  but 
after  fifteen  months  was  honorably  discharged 
on  account  of  ill-health. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  to 
vary  the  routine  of  farm  life  for  Henry  Hal- 
mich in  his  boyhood  and  youth.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  and  in  the  summer  months 
worked  in  the  fields  and  with  the  exception  of 
four  winters  spent  in  the  lumber  woods  of 
the  upper  peninsula  he  has  always  remained 
at  home,  doing  a  large  share  of  the  hard  work 
on  the  farm  but  receiving  his  reward  in  1901, 
when  his  father  gave  him  a  deed  to  the  old 
homestead.  What  he  undertakes  he  carries 
forward  to  successful  completion  and  in  his 
farm  work  he  follows  progressive  methods 
which  are  very  unlike  those  which  were  in 
vogue  at  the  time  the  family  home  was  estab- 
lished in  Macomb  county.  Everything  about 
his  place,  under,  his  careful  supervision,  is 
kept  in  an  excellent  condition,  the  fields  being 
well  tilled,  the  buildings  in  good  repair,  while 
the  stock  is  of  high  grade. 

Mr.  Halmich  is  a  member  of  St.  Clemens 
church  and  also  of  St.  Clemens  Society.  He 
belongs  to  Warren  branch  of  the  German  Ar- 
beiter,  to  Warren  Grange  and  also  holds  a 
policy  in  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany. In  the  spring  of  1904  he  was  elected 
school  director  of  Warren  township.  He  is 
now  carrying  forward  the  work  instituted  by 
his  grandfather  and  continued  by  his  father, 
and  in  its  different  generations  the  family  has 
been  found  loyal  to  the  general  good,  assist- 
ing materially  where  the  welfare  and  progress 
of  the  community  have  been  involved. 


BUKTON  NYE. 


Among  business  and  professional  men  none 
are  more  closely  identified  with  the  growth 
and  best  interests  of  New  Haven  than  Bur- 
ton Nye,  who  has  made  his  home  here  for  a 
number  of  years  and  is  now  identified  with 
its  commercial  interests  as  a  dealer  in  hard- 
ware, while  his  connection  with  public  affairs 
has  been  manifest  in  his  capable  administra- 


tion of  the  duties  of  various  offices  that  have 
been  intrusted  to  him.  He  is  one  of  Ma- 
comb county's  native  sons,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Washington  township,  May,  25, 
1857,  his  parents  being  Morgan  and  Harriet 
(Bates)  Nye.  His  father  was  also  born  in 
Washington  township  and  was  a  son  of  Al- 
vin  Nye,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  came 
to  Macomb  county  in  1825,  settling  in  Wash- 
ington township,  where  he  entered  land  from 
the  government.  He  was  not  long  permitted 
to  enjoy  his  new  home,  however,  for  his 
death  occurred  soon  after.  He  was  survived 
by  his  widow  and  two  children :  Milton  Nye, 
now  deceased,  and  Morgan  Nye.  The  latter 
spent  his  early  days  upon  the  home  farm 
and  when  a  young  man  began  teaching  in 
Roseville,  Erin  township,  while  later  he  be- 
gan government  surveying,  working  in  the 
upper  peninsula  and  in  Minnesota  and  Da- 
kota. He  located  a  great  amount  of  land  for 
the  Soo  Canal  Company  but  after  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  gave  up  surveying  and  re- 
turned to  the  farm,  where  he  remained  until 
1862,  when  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Lenox 
township  and  purchased  the  old  Rich  farm. 
Three  years  later  he  sold  that  property  and 
became  a  resident  of  New  Haven,  where  he 
engaged  in  general  merchandising  with  Tol- 
cot  Bates,  this  connection  being  prosperous- 
ly continued  until  1885,  when  Mr.  Nye  re- 
tired from  business  life.  He  always  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  public  welfare  and  his 
aid  and  co-operation  could  be  counted  upon 
to  further  any  movement  for  the  general 
good.  He  was  elected  vice  president  of  the 
village  and  afterward  president,  and  he  also 
served  as  director  of  the  school  board.  He 
died  in  March,  1903,  leaving  a  widow  and 
one  son. 

Burton  Nye,  the  only  son  of  Morgan  and 
Harriet  (Bates)  Nye,  acquired  a  district- 
school  education,  and  in  1880  went  with  his 
father  and  uncle  on  a  government  surveying 
trip  into  Dakota,  where  he  spent  about  two 
years.  He  then  returned  to  New  Haven, 
where  he  soon  afterward  opened  up  a  gen- 
eral hardware  store  and  to-day  he  is  carry- 
ing a  large  and  well  selected  line  of  goods. 
He  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade  and  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  reliable,  enterprising 
and  progressive  business  men  of  the  town. 

In  February,  1887,  he  married  Adeline  E. 
Robinson,  a  daughter  of  David  Robinson,  of 
Allegany  county,  New  York.  They  are 
prominent  socially,  and  in  local  political 
circles  Mr.  Nye  is  regarded  as  a  leader, 
giving  his  support  to  the  republican  party. 
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Upon  his  ticket  he  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  village,  also  village  clerk,  and 
has  been  assessor  and  director  of  the 
New  Haven  school  board.  The  interests 
which  have  laid  claim  upon  his  time  and 
attention  have  been  varied,  for  anything 
which  tends  to  the  betterment  of  conditions 
for  mankind,  for  the  stimulus  of  material 
progress  or  the  improvement  of  his  village 
and  county  receives  his  endorsement  and 
assistance. 


JOHN  K.  DENTON. 


John  K.  Denton,  who  is  conducting  a  mar- 
ble and  granite  business  in  Richmond,  was 
born  June  23,  1858,  in  Richmond  township, 
Macomb  county,  his  parents  being  Darius 
and  Alecia  (Lynch)  Denton,  both  natives  of 
Pratt's  Hollow,  New  York.  The  Dentons 
were  of  old  Puritan  stock  and  Darius  Den- 
ton came  to  Michigan  in  1837,  settling  in 
Richmond  township,  when  only  four  families 
lived  within  its  borders.  He  purchased  a 
government  allotment  on  section  12  and  at 
once  began  to  clear  and  cultivate  the  farm, 
which  remained  in  possession  of  the  family 
until  two  years  ago.  He  carried  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  active 
business  career  and  was  also  the  first  to  en- 
gage in  hop-raising  in  this  county,  having 
been  a  successful  hop-raiser  in  the  east.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
sons :  Albert,  who  enlisted  in  the  Fifth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  died  in  Andersonville 
prison.  Ira  C,  of  the  First  Michigan  In- 
fantry, wras  shot  at  Fair  Oaks.  Robert,  also 
a  loyal  defender  of  the  Union  cause,  was 
made  a  prisoner  at  the  same  time  Albert 
was  captured  and  he,  too,  died  in  Anderson- 
ville prison.  Terrence  L.  was  drafted  for 
the  army,  at  which  time  he  was  working  in 
the  woods  and  was  unaware  of  what  had  oc- 
curred until  it  was  too  late  to  report  to  his 
company  to  avoid  being  arrested  as  a  de- 
serter, so  he  changed  his  name  to  Charles 
T.  and  enlisted  in  another  regiment,  serving 
until  his  horse  was  shot  from  under  him 
arid  he  was  injured,  subsequent  to  which 
time  he  returned  home  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  Michigan  in  1901,  four  children 
being  left  to  mourn  his  loss.  James  S.  is 
now  living  in  Denver,  Colorado.  Oliver 
served  throughout  the  war  with  the  Seventh 
Michigan  Infantry  and  died  at  Big  Rapids, 


Michigan,  in  1887.  Edward  M.,  who  served 
for  three  terms  as  county  clerk  in  Sanilac 
county,  Michigan,  is  now  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 

John  K.  Denton,  the  eighth  member  of  the 
family,  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Richmond 
township  and  remained  on  the  homestead 
farm  until  1890,  becoming  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  there.  He 
then  removed  to  Memphis,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  and  in  the  livery 
business  for  two  years.  On  selling  out  there 
he  removed  to  Richmond,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  marble 
and  granite  monuments,  and  in  this  line  he 
has  prospered,  having  secured  a  large  pa- 
tronage because  of  the  excellence  of  his 
work,  his  reasonable  prices  and  his  straight- 
forward business  dealing. 

Mr.  Denton  was  married  on  the  22d  of 
January,  1889,  to  Miss  Abbie  Sprowl,  of 
Lexington,  Michigan,  a  daughter  of  John 
Sprowl,  and  their  children  are:  J.  Kearn, 
Terrence  L.,  Irene,  Georgia  and  Edwin. 

Mr.  Denton  has  never  sought  or  desired 
political  preferment  but  has  given  his  undi- 
vided attention  to  his  business  affairs,  in 
which  he  has  met  with  signal  success.  He 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees 
and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  has  al- 
ways lived  in  Macomb  county,  where  he  has 
so  directed  his  efforts  that  he  has  gained  the 
prosperity  which  is  the  sure  reward  of  earn- 
est,   persistent    labor. 


HERMAN  II.  ORBITS. 

Herman  II.  Orbits,  who  is  now  so  accept- 
ably filling  the  position  of  chief  engineer  and 
superintendent  of  the  Mount  Clemens  water- 
works, was  born  in  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, November  14,  1819,  his  parents  being 
Lewis  and  Elizabeth  Orbits,  natives  of  Spain 
and  Germany,  respectively.  By  trade  the 
father  was  a  shoemaker.  It  was  about  1839 
that  he  left  Spain  and  came  to  the  United 
States,  landing  in  New  York  city.  Subse- 
quently he  went  to  Gainesville,  Florida,  but 
was  living  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  at 
the  birth  of  our  subject.  In  1863,  during  the 
dark  days  of  the  Civil  war,  he  aided  the  Union 
forces  in  blockading  the  Mexican  coast,  and 
while  in  the  service  his  family  removed  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  joined  them  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  died  in  that  city  at  the 
age  of  sixty-?:even  years  and  the  death  of  his 
wife   occurred   at  the   same   place   when   she 
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was  sixty-five  years  of  age.  In  their  family 
were  three  children :  Addie,  the  deceased  wife 
of  Joseph  Deitsch,  of  Cleveland;  George,  who 
has  been  foreman  of  the  Lake  Shore  car  shops 
in  that  city  for  thirty-five  years;  and  Her- 
man II. ,  of  this  review. 

Herman  H.  Orbits  received  only  a  limited 
education  during  his  boyhood  and  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  commenced  work  in  a  roll- 
ing mill  in  Cleveland,  where  he  was  employed 
for  a  few  months.  Later  he  was  employed 
as  clerk  in  a  millinery  store  and  devoted  two 
years  to  the  tinsmith's  trade.  During  the  fol- 
lowing seven  years  he  learned  the  business 
of  steamfitting  and  plumbing  with  the  well- 
known  firm  of  C.  Riehl,  of  Cleveland,  and  at 
the  end  of  his  apprenticeship  went  to  Detroit, 
where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  for  a  year. 
For  eleven  years  he  was  engaged  in  business 
on  his  own  account,  having  a  steamfitting  and 
plumbing  shop  at  No.  280  Michigan  avenue, 
Detroit,  and  in  1887  came  to  Mount  Clemens, 
being  chief  engineer  for  E.  E.  Egnew  at  the 
Avery  House  for  three  years.  For  one  season 
he  was  also  in  the  employ  of  R.  C.  Ullrich  as 
a  plumber,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  ac- 
cepted his  present  position  as  chief  engineer 
and  superintendent  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
waterworks.  This  city  has  one  of  the  finest 
systems  of  artesian  wells  of  any  city  of  its 
size  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  having  twenty- 
two  wells  in  operation,  and  its  new  system  is 
due  to  the  suggestions  and  energy  of  Mr.  Or- 
bits, who  has  proved  a  most  competent  man 
for  the  place  which  he  is  now  so  creditably 
filling.  This  plant  has  cost  the  city  about 
ninety  thousand  dollars  and  as  the  pumping 
station  is  surrounded  by  a  beautiful  and  well- 
kept  lawn  it  is  an  ornament  to  the  city. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1875,  Mr.  Orbits 
married  Miss  Julia  Kohn,  a  daughter  of  Lud- 
wig  Kohn,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  eight  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living :  Lewis,  now  a  plumber,  of  Chicago ; 
Joseph,  who  is  assistant  city  engineer  at 
Mount  Clemens ;  and  Belle,  Rachel  and  Angus, 
all  residents  of  this  city. 

Although  quite  young,  Mr.  Orbits  entered 
the  service  of  his  country  during  the  Civil 
war,  becoming  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  the 
Bankers'  Association  of  Iowa,  and  is  the  hon- 
ored president  of  the  National  Association  of 
Stationary  Engineers.  He  is  also  a  promi- 
nent member  and  treasurer  of  the  Twentieth 
Centurv     Club     of     Mount  Clemens  and  he 


stands  deservedly  high  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat 
but  at  local  elections  supports  the  men  whom 
he  believes  best  qualified  for  office,  regardless 
of  party  ties. 


HENRY  J.  McKAY. 


Henry  J.  McKay,  a  legal  practitioner,  rep- 
resents one  of  the  old  families  of  Macomb 
county,  being  a  son  of  Robert  and  Caroline 
(Day)  McKay,  whose  sketch  appears  in  an- 
other portion  of  this  work.  The  birth  of 
their  son,  Henry  J.  McKay,  occurred  on  the 
homestead  farm  in  Bruce  township,  Macomb 
county,  February  21,  1866,  and  there  he  was 
reared,  early  becoming  familiar  with  the 
duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
agriculturist.  He  pursued  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  after- 
ward became  a  student  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor, 
preparatory  to  entering  upn  the  active  work 
of  his  chosen  profession.  He  completed  his 
course  there  by  graduation  with  the  class 
of  1895  and  in  1898  he  opened  a  law  office 
in  Romeo,  where  he  has  since  prospered  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  enjoying  an 
excellent  clientage.  He  has  practiced  in  the 
various  courts  of  Michigan  and  has  built 
up  a  good  business.  He  is  a  man  of  high 
character  and  occupies  a  prominent  position 
in  his  profession.  Mr.  McKay  is  now  vice 
president  and  attorney  of  the  Citizens'  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Romeo,  an  institution  which 
his  father  assisted  in  organizing.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  two  miles  north  and  east  of 
Romeo  in  Bruce  township,  with  first  class 
improvements  thereon,  has  a  fine  residence 
property  in  Romeo,  while  his  wife  owns  an 
interest  in  her  father's  old  home  property 
of  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres  ad- 
joining Romeo,  and  sixty  acres  of  timberland 
west  of  the  towrn. 

It  was  on  the  14th  of  December,  1898,  that 
Mr.  McKay  was  united  in  marriage  in  this 
county  to  Miss  Ilattie  H.  Sikes,  a  daughter 
of  Andrew  J.  and  Sarah  (Crisman)  Sikes, 
of  Romeo.  She  was  born  March  7,  1872,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  this  county.  By 
their  marriage  there  was  one  son,  Ralph  S., 
born  August  26,  1901,  died  December  6,  1901. 
Mr.  McKay  is  an  exemplary  Mason,  belong- 
ing to  the  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery 
at  Romeo,  and  in  his  life  exemplifies  the 
beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft.     He  votes  with 
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the  republican  party  and  takes  an  active 
and  helpful  interest  in  local  politics.  He  has 
served  as  circuit  court  commissioner  for  six 
years  and  is  now  president  of  the  village 
board,  serving  his  second  term,  to  which  po- 
sition he  was  called  by  popular  ballot.  A 
young  man  of  strong  intellectuality  and 
laudable  ambition,  he  has  already  attained 
enviable  success  and  his  qualities  are  such 
as  insure  a  bright  future. 


ALBERT  HOVEY. 


Albert  Hovey,  who  for  a  half  century 
was  one  of  the  active  and  successful  far- 
mers of  Macomb  county,  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  in  Romeo.  His  old  homestead 
place  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres 
is  situated  in  the  town  of  Bruce  and  is  a 
well  improved  and  valuable  property,  con- 
veniently located  about  two  miles  from 
Romeo.  Mr.  Hovey  is  one  of  the  few  re- 
maining early  settlers  of  the  county,  dating 
his  residence  here  from  1826.  He  was  but 
three  and  one-half  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  arrival,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Wyoming  county,  New  York,  October  10, 
1822.  His  father,  Sewell  Hovey,  was  born 
in  New  Hampshire  and  was  a  son  of  Josiah 
Hovey,  a  native  of  England,  who  became 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  old  Granite 
state,  taking  up  his  abode  there  when  a 
young  man  of  nineteen  years.  Sewell  Hovey 
was  reared  in  that  state  and  in  early  man- 
hood removed  to  New  York,  settling  in  "Wy- 
oming county.  There  he  met  and  married 
Miss  Lucinda  Holmes,  who  was  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  was  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Mr. 
Hovey  carried  on  farming  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty for  a  number  of  years  and  three  of  their 
children  were  born  unto  them  there.  Re- 
solving to  try  his  fortune  in  the  west,  how- 
ever, he  came  to  Michigan  in  1826,  settling 
in  the  township  of  Bruce,  Macomb  county, 
where  he  entered  land  from  the  government, 
securing  part  of  the  tract  that  is  now  in 
possession  of  Albert  Hovey.  Not  a  furrow 
had  been  turned  nor  an  improvement  made 
upon  the  place.  In  fact  the  farm  was  all 
covered  with  timber  and  it  was  necessary  to 
clear  away  the  trees  and  brush  before  any 
plowing  could  be  done.  Mr.  Hovey  at  once 
began  the  work  of  improvement  and  culti- 
vation, and  as  the  years  passed  developed 
an  excellent  farm  whose  productive  fields 
returned  him  golden  harvests.  Upon  the 
place   he    spent   his    remaining    days,    there 


passing  away  in  1873,  when  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  and  died  in  1876.  He  had  served 
his  country  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812 
and  was  afterward  granted  a  pension  in 
recognition  of  his  meritorious  aid  when  the 
country  was  engaged  in  hostilities  with  Eng- 
land for  the  second  time. 

Albert  Hovey  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  three  children.  His 
brother  George  was  married  and  died  when 
about  sixty  years  of  age.  His  sister,  Mrs. 
Betsy  Westbrook,  is  now  a  widow  living 
in  Romeo. 

Albert  Hovey  was  reared  upon  the  old 
home  farm  and  attended  the  first  school  ever 
taught  in  Romeo.  There  were  four  houses 
in  the  town  when  the  family  home  was  es- 
tablished in  Macomb  county  and  the  Hovey 
farm  was  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  road 
in  the  midst  of  an  unbroken  wilderness. 
Albert  Hovey  remained  with  his  father  dur- 
ing his  early  manhood  and  later  the  father 
lived  with  him  until  his  death.  He  pur- 
chased the  old  homestead  and  there  he  con- 
tinued agricultural  pursuits,  placing  the 
fields  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
adding  many  modern  improvements.  He 
bought  more  land  from  time  to  time  as  his 
financial  resources  increased,  erected  good 
buildings,  planted  an  orchard  and  made  a 
most  valuable  property.  He  was  actively 
identified  with  farming  interests  until  1899, 
when  he  left  the  old  home  in  care  of  his 
son  and  removed  to  Romeo,  where  he  has 
since  lived  retired. 

Mr.  Hovey  was  married  in  Lapeer  county, 
Michigan,  in  May,  1856,  to  Miss  Eliza  A. 
Carpenter,  a  native  of  Armada  township, 
Macomb  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Carpenter,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  this  locality,  coming  here  from  Vermont, 
his  native  state,  in  1836.  He  afterward  re- 
moved to  Lapeer  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hovey  have  become  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Carson  F.,  a  farmer  of  Lapeer 
county,  is  married  and  has  two  children — 
Mildred  E.  and  Harold.  Elmer  is  operating 
the  old  homestead  farm.  Cora  B.  is  the  wife 
of  George  Grover,  living  on  a  farm  in  La- 
peer county.  Myrtle  I.  is  the  wife  of  Cassius 
M.  Inman,  a  farmer  of  Macomb  county.  They 
also  lost  three  children:  Lena  S.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty  months;  Emma,  at  the 
age  of  four  years;  and  Samuel,  who  died 
unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 
Elmer  Hovey  has  three  children — Morris, 
Grace  and  Albert  N.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grover 


378 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


have  six  children— Lena  S.,  Arthur  E.,  Rob- 
ert, Floyd,  Ruth  and  George.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Inman  have  one  daughter — Bernice  L. 

When  age  gave  to  him  the  right  of  fran- 
chise Mr.  Hovey  became  a  whig,  supporting 
that  party  until  its  dissolution,  when  in  1856 
he  voted  for  John  C.  Fremont  and  has  since 
supported  each  republican  nominee.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  thirty 
years  though  he  has  never  been  an  office 
seeker.  He  has  deep  interest,  however,  in 
the  welfare  and  progress  of  his  county  and 
as  a  private  citizen  does  all  in  his  power  for 
its  improvement  and  upbuilding.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  he  is  serving  on  the  official 
board,  while  for  thirty  years  he  has  been 
a  trustee  and  his  wife  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  Few  residents 
of  Macomb  county  have  longer  remained 
within  its  borders  than  has  Albert  Hovey, 
who  for  seventy-nine  years  has  witnessed 
the  wonderful  transformation  that  has  oc- 
curred here.  He  has  seen  the  country 
change  from  a  wilderness  and  swamp  to  a 
highly  productive  region  of  farms  and  gar- 
dens with  thriving  towns  and  villages  here 
and  there,  with  churches  and  schoolhouses 
and  in  fact  with  all  the  advantages  and 
privileges  known  to  the  older  east.  He  has 
ever  been  a  man  of  strong  purpose  and  has 
lived  a  useful  and  exemplary  life.  He  has 
now  reached  the  age  of  eighty-three  years, 
but  he  receives  the  veneration  and  respect 
which  should  ever  be  accorded  those  whose 
course  on  life's  journey  has  been  honorable 
and  straightforward. 


GEORGE  TINCKNELL. 

George  Tincknell  resides  on  section  8,  Wash- 
ington township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
raising  of  grain  and  stock.  He  dates  his  resi- 
dence in  Michigan  from  1870,  in  which  year 
he  arrived  in  Macomb  county.  He  is  a  native 
of  England,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Som- 
ersetshire, April  13,  1860.  He  and  his  brother, 
Simon  Tincknell,  emigrated  to  the  new  world 
in  1870,  making  their  way  direct  to  Macomb 
county,  Michigan,  where  they  joined  their 
two  older  brothers,  John  and  William  Tinck- 
nell, who  had  crossed  the  Atlantic  some  years 
before.  George  Tincknell  resided  with  his 
brother  for  about  a  year  and  then  started  out 
in  life  for  himself,  although  but  a  young  man. 
He  drove  a  team  in  Romeo  for  a  number  of 
years  and  the  necessity  of  earning  his  own 


living  limited  his  educational  privileges,  but 
reading,  observation  and  experience  in  later 
years  have  greatly  broadened  his  knowledge. 
Later  he  worked  upon  a  farm,  renting  land 
subsequently  in  order  that  he  might  carry  on 
agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  account. 

It  was  in  1880,  in  the  town  of  Washington, 
that  Mr.  Tincknell,  then  twenty  years  of  age, 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maggie  Casey, 
who  was  born  in  Romeo,  Michigan,  a  daughter 
of  David  Casey,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
that  locality.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tincknell  located  in  Ray  township,  where 
he  rented  land  which  he  farmed  for  three 
years.  He  then  removed  to  Clinton,  where  he 
carried  on  general  farming  for  three  years, 
after  which  he  took  up  his  abode  on  another 
tract  of  land,  operating  the  Elisha  Smith  farm 
for  three  years.  In  1890  he  came  to  the  place 
where  he  nowT  resides  and  after  renting  for 
several  years  he  bought  the  farm  in  1904.  Here 
he  owns  and  operates  two  hundred  acres  of 
rich  and  arable  land  on  section  8,  Washing- 
ton township,  and  in  connection  with  the  rais- 
ing of  the  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and 
climate  he  also  raises,  feeds  and  sells  stock, 
his  business  affairs  being  so  carefully  directed 
that  his  income  has  annually  increased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tincknell  have  four  children : 
Julia,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  home 
school;  Cass,  who  assists  in  the  operation  of 
the  home  farm;  Charles,  at  home;  and  How- 
ard, who  is  attending  the  Romeo  high  school. 
Politically  Mr.  Tincknell  has  been  an  earnest 
republican  since  casting  his  first  presidential 
ballot  for  James  A.  Garfield.  He  is  serving 
on  the  school  board  and  does  all  in  his  power 
to  advance  the  cause  of  education  and  to  em- 
ploy competent  teachers.  Aside  from  this  he 
has  never  sought  or  held  office,  preferring  to 
give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business 
affairs,  which  have  been  so  carefully  and  hon- 
orably managed  that  his  success  has  made  him 
one  of  the  substantial  residents  of  his  adopted 
county. 


FREDERICK  W.  CARTWRIGHT. 

Frederick  W.  Cartwright,  interested  in  both 
merchandising  and  farming,  and  manifesting 
in  his  life  the  qualities  of  keen  perception 
and  strong  purpose  which  ultimately  bring 
success,  was  born  in  IJtica,  Michigan,  June  6, 
1843.  His  parents,  John  Byron  and  Mary 
Jane  (Tyson)  Cartwright,  were  both  natives 
of  England.  The  father,  born  in  Little  Steep- 
ing, Lincolnshire,  November  22,  1816,  was  a 
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son  of  William  and  Snsan  Cartwright,  farm- 
ing people  of  that  locality.  The  grandfather 
died  before  his  son  was  two  years  old  and  the 
latter  went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Fred  Nor- 
ton, of  Trumby,  Lincolnshire.  There  he  after- 
ward learned  the  business  of  a  malster  and 
brewer  nnder  his  uncle,  who  followed  those 
pursuits.  He  was  married  at  Blyton,  Eng- 
land, March  22,  1842,  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Cheseborough,  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Tyson,  a 
native  of  Wainfieet,  Lincolnshire,  and  in  1843 
they  sailed  for  America,  landing  at  New  York 
on  the  2d  of  May  of  that  year.  They  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  Utica,  Macomb  county, 
where  lived  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Cartwright,  who 
was  a  farmer.  Mr.  Cartwright  reached  Utica 
on  the  26th  of  May  with  only  seven  cents  in 
his  pocket.  He  had  no  alternative  but  to  be- 
come a  laborer  and  at  once  hired  to  Ira  H. 
Butterfield,  of  Sterling  township,  and  after- 
ward to  Payne  K.  Leech,  of  the  same  township. 
When  two  years  had  passed  he  purchased 
from  Mr.  Leech  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 28,  Sterling  township,  for  two  hundred 
dollars.  At  the  close  of  his  first  year  on  the 
farm  he  had  saved  up  one  hundred  and  nine 
dollars  and  six  cents,  with  which  he  made 
payment  on  the  property  and  he  was  to  have 
four  years  in  which  to  pay  the  balance,  but 
about  that  time  his  wife  became  ill  and  he 
grew  very  discouraged.  He  attempted  to  sell 
the  farm  to  its  former  owner,  Mr.  Leech,  who 
refused,  however,  to  take  the  property  back. 
After  making  several  attempts  Mr.  Cart- 
wright finally  disposed  of  the  farm  to  George 
Falls,  taking  in  exchange  five  dozen  brooms, 
which  six  months  afterward  he  took  to  De- 
troit and  sold  for  three  dollars,  of  which  sum 
he  paid  two  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents 
for  arrearages  in  taxes.  Thus  ended  disas- 
trously his  first  attempt  to  become  a  land 
owner  in  America.  He  afterward  worked  land 
on  shares,  thus  operating  the  farm  of  William 
Lester,  of  Sterling  township.  In  the  mean- 
time his  hope  was  renewed  and  at  the  end 
of  two  years  he  purchased  sixty  acres  of  tim- 
ber land  in  that  township.  He  spent  the  suc- 
ceeding four  years  in  cutting  down  trees  and 
clearing  thirty  acres  of  this  farm,  and  then 
sold  out  to  Washington  Stanley,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Troy  township  in  Oakland 
county,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  from  Albert  Sprague  and  twenty  acres 
adjoining  from  Nelson  Phy,  and  forty  acres 
each  from  Tracy  Babcock  and  Joshua  Fay, 
making  in  all  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres.  In  the  conduct  and  improve- 
ment of  this  place  he  prospered  and  finally  he 


rented  it  on  shares  to  his  son  Frederick  W. 
In  1862  he  revisited  England,  leaving  Detroit 
on  the  1st  of  May  and  returning  on  the  14th 
of  August  of  that  year,  more  satisfied  with  his 
American  home  than  he  had  ever  been  before. 
In  1864  he  decided  to  retire  from  the  farm, 
and,  selling  it  to  his  son,  removed  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Birmingham,  where  he  purchased  a 
small  tract  of  land  of  twelve  and  three-quar- 
ter acres,  on  which  stood  a  little  building.  In 
1866  he  erected  his  handsome  residence,  in 
which  he  and  his  wife  lived  for  many  years, 
enjoying  in  comfort  the  fruits  of  their  for- 
mer toil.  In  this  home  he  died  in  March,  1893, 
respected  and  honored  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  widow  afterward  married  again,  but  sur- 
vived her  second  marriage  for  only  a  brief 
period.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  only  two  are  now  living :  Fred- 
erick W.  and  Melissa  A.  The  latter,  born 
October  3,  1846,  is  the  wife  of  John  Truesdell, 
of  Detroit,  The  deceased  children  are :  Myron 
M.,  who  was  born  May  4,  1849,  and  died  No- 
vember 2,  I860;  Mary  Evangeline,  who  was 
born  July  2,  1854,  and  died  November  29, 
1860 ;  and  an  infant  son,  who  died  February 
18,  1858. 

Frederick  W.  Cartwright  was  reared  under 
the  parental  roof  and  while  still  upon  his 
father's  farm  he  entered  upon  his  business 
career  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  by  buying, 
selling  and  trading  horses.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years  he  began  operating  the  farm  on 
shares  and  after  three  years  he  rented  it  and 
continued  its  cultivation  in  that  way  through 
the  three  succeeding  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased the  property  and  made  it  his  home 
until  1882,  when  he  removed  to  the  village  of 
Warren,  where  in  partnership  with  William 
Murthum  he  opened  a  meat  market,  which 
they  conducted  for  three  years,  when  Mr. 
Cartwright  purchased  his  partner's  interest, 
continuing  the  business  in  his  own  name.  La- 
ter he  established  a  general  store  in  a  frame 
building  on  the  site  of  which  stands  the  brick 
building  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Brooks.  He 
traded  his  stock  of  merchandise  later  for  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  near  Ypsilanti  and 
still  owns  that  farm.  He  then  bought  the 
John  Aims  grocery  store  and  removed  to  the 
building  in  which  he  was  conducting  his  meat 
market,  but  afterward  sold  this  store  to  Oliver 
Barton  and  again  opened  a  meat  market  and 
grocery  store  in  the  building  which  he  first 
occupied  in  the  village  of  Warren.  Here  he 
has  since  remained  and  his  earnest  desire  to 
please  his  patrons  and  his  honorable  business 
methods  have  brought  him  a  good  patronage. 
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Although  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
merchandising,  he  has  never  abandoned  his 
farming  operations  and  continued  the  man- 
agement of  his  home  place  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  until  about  six  years  ago,  when 
he  rented  the  property.  He  continues  farm- 
ing, however,  on  forty  acres  of  land  in  War- 
ren township,  just  outside  the  village,  and  he 
owns  eleven  and  a  half  acres  within  the  cor- 
poration limits  and  has  built  thereon  a  beau- 
tiful residence  which  he  now  occupies. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1864,  Mr.  Cart- 
wright  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Proctor,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Ann  Proctor,  of  Royal 
Oak,  Michigan.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
England  and  came  to  this  state  in  1851,  set- 
tling in  Dearborn,  Wayne  county,  where  her 
father  carried  on  farming  until  1856,  when  he 
removed  to  Royal  Oak  and  operated  a  rented 
farm  until  1868.  He  then  again  removed  to 
Wayne  county,  where  both  he  and  his  wife 
spent  their  remaining  days.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  June,  1898,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  in  March,  1905.  He  left  nine  children, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Cartwright  is  the  eldest,  the 
others  being:  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Strong  and 
Francis  John,  both  of  Detroit;  Mrs.  Abbie 
Jane  Phelps,  of  Plymouth,  Michigan;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Wright,  of  Leech,  Michigan;  Mrs. 
Evaline  Rathborn,  of  Livonia,  Michigan ;  Mrs. 
Edna  Murray,  of  Saline,  Michigan;  George, 
of  Tonquish,  Wayne  county;  and  Mrs.  Flor- 
ence McDermie,  of  Detroit.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cartwright  had  two  children,  but  both  are 
now  deceased:  Minnie  Ann,  who  became  the 
wife  of  William  Murthum,  of  Warren,  and 
died  in  1884;  and  John  Frederick.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cartwright  are  widely  and  favorably 
known  and  their  own  home  is  justly  celebrated 
for  its  warm-hearted  and  gracious  hospitality. 
He  is  a  representative  of  our  best  type  of 
American  manhood  and  chivalry.  By  perse- 
verance, determination  and  honorable  effort 
he  has  overthrown  the  obstacles  that  have 
barred  his  path  to  success  and  reached  the  goal 
of  prosperity,  while  his  genuine  worth,  broad 
mind  and  public  spirit  have  made  him  a  di- 
rector of  public  thought  and  action  in  his 
locality. 


Mount  Clemens  Press,  was  born  near  Ur- 
bana,  Ohio,  October  10,  1867,  his  parents 
being  Jacob  S.  and  Mary  Ellen  Price.  Hav- 
ing completed  a  course  of  instruction  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county  he  en- 
tered the  Ohio  University  at  Athens  and  in 
addition  to  the  classical  course  devoted  two 
years  to  a  special  course  in  electrical  en- 
gineering. He  was  graduated  in  1891  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  in  his  earlier  manhood  Mr. 
Price  was  engaged  in  teaching  school.  He 
filled  the  position  of  principal  of  the  Mount 
Clemens  high  school  from  September,  1892, 
until  March,  1895,  when  he  was  made  super- 
intendent of  the  city  schools,  so  acting  until 
November,  1900,  when  he  resigned  in  order 
to  become  publisher  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
Press.  In  the  spring  of  1901  he  purchased 
the  Mount  Clemens  Daily  Leader  and  is 
now  engaged  in  newspaper  work. 

Mr.  Price  was  married,  August  10,  1893, 
at  Sabot  Hill,  Goochland  county,  Virginia, 
to  Miss  Frances  Johnson  Norton,  a  daughter 
of  Augustus  and  Sarah  (Putnam)  Norton, 
the  latter  a  direct  descendant  of  General  Israel 
Putnam,  of  Revolutionary  war  fame.  One 
son  was  born  to  them  at  Sabot  Hill,  July  8, 
1896,  to  whom  they  gave  the  name  of  Nor- 
ton Price.  Mr.  Price  is  a  member  of  the  Phi 
Delta  Theta,  a  college  fraternity,  and  also 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  while  in 
the  Masonic  fraternity  he  has  attained  the 
Knight  Templar  degree  and  is  also  connected 
with  the  Mystic  Shrine.  The  concensus  of 
public  opinion  regarding  his  school  work  was 
most  favorable  and  under  his  guidance  the 
Mount  Clemens  Daily  Leader  and  the  Mount 
Clemens  Press  have  become  journals  credit- 
able alike  to  their  publisher  and  to  the  pub- 
lic. 


SAMUEL  CHENEY  PRICE. 

Samuel  Cheney  Price,  who  since  the  fall 
of  1900  has  been  a  representative  of  journal- 
ism in  Mount  Clemens  as  owner  and  editor 
of  the  Mount  Clemens  Daily  Leader,  and  the 


FRANK  PARKER. 

Frank  Parker,  identified  with  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Romeo,  where  he  is  known  as  a 
practical  mechanic  and  good  business  man, 
having  for  the  past  fourteen  years  been  en- 
gaged in  contracting  and  building  here,  was 
born  in  Ray  township,  February  10,  1857. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Squire  Harvey 
Parker,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Michi- 
gan, locating  here  in  1830  when  its  popula- 
tion was  very  sparse  and  when  land  could  be 
secured  almost  for  the  asking.  His  son,  Zarah 
Parker,  was  born  February  12,  1832,  in  this 


PRANK  PARKER. 
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state  and  was  reared  to  manhood  near  Detroit. 
After  reaching;  mature  years  he  married  Han- 
nah Schultz,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  A.  and  Maria  A.  Sehultz. 
About  1846  he  established  his  home  in  Ma- 
comb county,  settling  in  Ray  township,  where 
he  purchased  land  and  opened  up  a  farm. 
In  August,  1862,  he  joined  the  boys  in  blue, 
becoming  a  member  of  the  Twenty-second 
Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he 
went  south  and  there  he  gave  up  his  life 
upon  the  altar  of  his  country,  being  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga  in  1863.  He  had 
been  promoted  on  the  field  there  and  was 
known  as  a  brave  and  loyal  soldier,  never  fal- 
tering in  the  performance  of  any  duty.  Mrs. 
Parker  survived  her  husband  and  devoted  her- 
self to  rearing  their  children.  Two  sons  and 
a  daughter  are  yet  living,  the  brother  being 
Harvey,  who  now  resides  in  Columbia  Falls, 
Montana,  while  the  sister,  Ida,  is  the  wife  of 
Simeon  Cole,  a  representative  farmer  of  Ray 
township,  living  on  the  Cole  homestead. 

Frank  Parker,  the  other  member  of  the 
family,  pursued  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Romeo  and  was  reared  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads.  lie  afterward  bought  out  the 
interests  of  the  other  heirs  and  succeeded  to 
the  ownership  of  the  old  home  property  which 
he  farmed  for  a  number  of  years,  placing  his 
fields  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
annually  harvesting  rich  crops  therefrom. 
The  farm  became  valuable  owing  to  the  im- 
provements which  he  j>laced  upon  it.  He  built 
a  good  barn,  divided  the  place  by  well  kept 
fences  and  continued  the  work  of  progressive, 
practical  farming  until  1891,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Romeo  and  here  built  a  residence. 
He  then  became  connected  with  a  stave  mill, 
purchasing  the  plant  known  as  the  Armada 
stave  mill,  which  he  conducted  for  three  years. 
He  has  since  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building,  erecting  a  number  of  good  residences 
and  he  has  also  done  repair  work  and  taken 
contracts  for  putting  in  electric  light  wires. 
He  has  also  built  cement  walks  under  contract 
and  is  well  known  here  as  a  general  con- 
tractor, doing  a  good  business.  He  owns  seven 
substantial  residences  in  town  and  his  prop- 
erty is  the  visible  evidence  of  his  life  of  en- 
terprise and  thrift.  He  is  now  making  ar- 
rangements to  erect  a  store  building  of  cement 
blocks,  which  will  be  the  first  structure  of  the 
kind  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Parker 
owns  the  machine  with  which  he  is  manufac- 
turing the  blocks.  The  building  is  to  be  two 
stories  in  height,  fifty  feet  front  and  seventy- 
five  feet  deep.    The  lower  floor  will  be  divided 


into  two  store  rooms  and  the  upper  into  lodge 
rooms  for  the  Masonic  order. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1881,  in  Romeo,  Frank 
Parker  was  married  to  Jane  Griffin,  who  was 
born  in  Marengo,  Illinois,  May  16,  1857,  and 
came  to  Macomb  county  when  a  maiden  of 
seven  years,  her  father  being  Lyman  Griffin, 
who  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Illinois,  being  married  in 
Marengo  to  Miss  Ruth  Nickerson,  a  native  of 
that  city.  The  other  children  in  the  Griffin 
family  were  James,  who  was  killed  while  serv- 
ing his  country  in  the  Civil  war;  Charles, 
born  May  26,  1851,  and  John,  born  November 
16,  1854.  The  father  removed  with  his  family 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  the  township  of  Wash- 
ington, Macomb  county.  The  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Parker  has  been  blessed  with  four 
children:  Arthur  J.,  born  August  8,  1882; 
Eva  S.,  born  December  5,  1884;  Clarence  F., 
born  February  11,  1887;  and  Frank,  born 
November  10,  1888. 

Mrs.  Parker  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  and  although  Mr.  Parker  is  not 
identified  with  any  religious  organization  he 
contributes  to  the  support  of  the  church  and 
is  liberal  in  upholding  every  measure  that  he 
believes  will  be  of  benefit  to  his  locality.  He 
belongs  to  Romeo  lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
with  his  wife  and  daughter  is  connected  with 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  In  local  politi- 
cal interests  he  is  independent,  but  where  na- 
tional issues  are  involved  gives  an  unfaltering 
support  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  man 
of  firm  purpose,  who  forms  his  plans  readily 
and  is  determined  in  their  execution.  He 
possesses  great  energy  and  force  of  character 
that  enables  him  to  accomplish  whatever  he 
undertakes  and  as  a  general  contractor  he  has 
become  well  known  in  the  business  circles  of 
Romeo.  His  name  is  honored  on  commercial 
paper  and  in  all  trade  transactions  his  word 
has  ever  been  found  as  good  as  any  bond 
solemnized  by  signature  or  seal. 


ALEXANDER  GUNN,  M.  D. 

Alexander  Gunn,  a  capable  practitioner 
of  medicine  and  surgery  in  New  Haven, 
whose  labors,  aside  from  his  profession,  have 
also  been  of  material  benefit  to  the  town — 
for  he  has  worked  persistently  and  efficiently 
to  better  sanitary  conditions  here — was  born 
in  Nova  Scotia,  January  13,  1833.  His 
father,  Alexander  Gunn,  was  a  native  of  Ar- 
gyleshire,  Scotland,  and  when  a  youth  of 
fifteen  years  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new 
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world,  living  for  some  time  in  Nova  Scotia, 
where  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Mehitable  Baine,  who  was  born 
in  Digby  county,  Nova  Scotia.  They  re- 
moved to  Middlesex  county,  Ontario,  where 
the  death  of  the  husband  occurred  about 
1850.  His  widow  survived  him  until  1868. 
In  his  .  family  were  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  eleven  grew  to  maturity.  Dr.  Gunn 
is  indebted  to  the  public  schools  of 
Elgin  county,  Ontario,  for  the  educational 
advantages  he  enjoyed  along  literary  lines. 
Early  in  life  he  began  to  study  medicine, 
spending  two  years  under  the  preceptorship 
of  Dr.  M.  B.  McCausland,  of  Ingersol,  On- 
tario. He  then  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1864,  and  he 
spent  the  succeeding  year  in  Ontario.  He 
then  returned  to  the  United  States  and  be- 
gan the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in 
Richmond,  Macomb  county,  where  he  became 
acquainted  with  Dr.  D.  G.  Gleason,  who  per- 
suaded him  to  take  up  his  practice  in  Ches- 
terfield township.  He  removed  from  Rich- 
mond to  Dr.  Gleason 's  residence  near  the 
Congregational  church  on  the  Gratiot  road, 
and  there  he  continued  in  practice  until  1871, 
when  he  became  a  resident  of  New  Haven, 
Michigan,  where  he  has  since  remained,  be- 
ing one  of  the  oldest  practitioners  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  Macomb  county  at  this  writing. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Northeastern  Medi- 
cal Association,  serving  for  one  term  as 
vice  president  and  one  term  as  president. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Macomb  County 
Medical  Association  and  the  Michigan  State 
Medical  Society  and  through  the  interchange 
of  thought,  experience  and  ideas  in  these 
organizations,  as  well  as  by  private  reading 
and  study,  he  keeps  in  touch  with  the  ad- 
vanced methods  in  the  science  of  medicine, 
utilizing  every  new  method  which  he  be- 
lieves will  prove  of  practical  benefit,  yet 
slow  to  discard  the  old  and  time-tried  prac- 
tices, the  utility  of  which  has  been  proven. 

Dr.  Gunn's  former  preceptor,  Dr.  Mc- 
Causland,  was  a  prominent  surgeon  in  the 
United  States  Army  during  the  Civil  war 
and  from  exposure  and  hardships  endured 
on  the  field  of  battle  he  returned  home  at 
the  close  of  hostilities  with  greatly  impaired 
health.  He  died  soon  afterward,  leaving  two 
small  children.  Dr.  Gunn,  who  had  not  for- 
gotten his  old  preceptor  in  his  kindness, 
took  one  of  the  sons  and  reared  him  as 
though  he  had  been  his  own  child,  and  when 
the  boy  grew  up  and  decided  to  study  medi- 


cine Dr.  Gunn  acted  as  his  preceptor  and 
afterward  met  the  expense  of  his  college 
course  in  the  University  of  Michigan  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1901.  He  served 
during  the  first  year  after  his  graduation 
as  interne  in  the  University  hospital  and 
Dr.  Gunn  is  now  somewhat  repaid  for  his 
former  kindness  and  generosity  by  the  sat- 
isfaction of  seeing  the  boy,  to  wThom  in  his 
childhood  he  had  extended  the  hand  of 
friendship  and  protection,  now  making  for 
himself  a  place  as  a  leading  physician  in 
the  western  part  of  the  state,  for  Dr.  M.  B. 
McCausland,  is  now  well  known  as  a  capable 
practitioner  of  Covert  and  Van  Buren 
county. 

Dr.  Gunn  has  also  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  bettering  the  sanitary  conditions  of  his 
locality  and  for  a  number  of  years  was 
health  inspector  of  New  Haven  and  Lenox 
township  and  while  president  of  the  village 
was  very  active  in  obtaining  better  sani- 
tary conditions  by  having  the  village 
drained.  He  has  always  been  deeply  inter- 
ested in  educational  work  and  progress,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  did  effective  and 
beneficial  service  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  He  belongs  to  the  Congregational 
church.  , 

In  October,  1858,  Dr.  Gunn  was  married 
to  Miss  Laura  McCausland,  of  Alymer,  On- 
tario, a  sister  of  his  former  preceptor.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  three  children,  but 
only  one  is  now  living — Edwin  J.  of  Hanna, 
Wyoming,  where  he  is  engaged  in  sheep 
raising.  Mrs.  Gunn  died  February  18,  1890, 
and  Dr.  Gunn  was  married  November  17, 
1891,  to  Ellen  J.  Clark,  of  Ansonia,  Con- 
necticut. For  many  years  he  has  been 
known  for  his  sterling  qualities,  his  capa- 
bility in  his  profession  and  his  champion- 
ship of  progressive  measures.  His  career 
in  the  medical  fraternity  has  been  one  of 
honor  and  he  has  given  some  of  the  best 
efforts  of  his  life  for  the  public  good. 


CASSIUS  W.   THORINGTON. 

The  Thorington  farm,  which  is  the  home 
of  the  subject  of  this  review,  has  been  in 
possession  of  the  family  through  three  suc- 
cessive generations,  having  been  entered 
from  the  government  by  the  grandfather  of  C. 
"W.  Thorington.  Elijah  Thorington  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Macomb  county,  com- 
ing to  this  state  when  it  was  largely  an  un- 
developed wilderness.     He  secured  the  land 
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as  a  claim  and  began  the  development  of  a 
farm,  which  in  turn  came  into  possession  of 
his  son,  George  W.  Thorington,  who  was 
born  and  reared  upon  that  place.  Later  he 
was  married  and  upon  the  old  homestead, 
on  the  13th  of  August,  1878,  his  son,  Cassius 
W.  Thorington,  was  born.  There  were  also 
two  daughters:  Lydia,  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Sykes,  a  prominent  dairyman  of  the 
township  of  Romeo ;  and  Liela,  at  home. 

C.  "W.  Thorington  was  reared  upon  the  old 
homestead  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads  and  when  he  had  mastered  the  branches 
of  learning  taught  in  the  public  schools  he 
attended  the  Romeo  high  school.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  improvement,  operation  and 
management  of  the  old  home  farm  until  1903, 
when  his  father  retired  from  active  business 
life  and  removed  to  Romeo  and  the  son  took 
charge  of  the  farm  which  he  now  manages. 
He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  energetic  young  farmers  of  the  locality 
and  his  labors  are  attended  with  gratifying 
results.  _  The  place  is  well  stocked  and  in 
connection  with  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  Mr.  Thorington  has  for  the  past  six 
years  acted  as  agent  for  the  Page  woven 
wire  fence. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1903,  Mr.  Thoring- 
ton was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillian 
llulett,  who  was  born  February  19,  1881,  in 
Armada  township,  Macomb  county,  and 
spent  her  girlhood  days  there  and  in*  Romeo 
township.  There  is  one  daughter  by  this 
union,   'Mildred,   born  June   30,   1904. 

Politically  Mr.  Thorington  is  a  stalwart 
advocate  of  democratic  principles,  but  with- 
out aspiration  for  office,  his  time  and  ener- 
gies being  concentrated  upon  the  upbuild- 
ing of  a  profitable  business.  He  is,  however, 
never  remiss  in  the  duties  of  citizenship  and 
endorses  every  movement  for  the  general 
good.  He  belongs  to  Romeo  Grange  and  is 
deeply  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  agri- 
cultural progress.  He  stands  for  advance- 
ment in  all  walks  of  life  and  is  a  typical 
representative  of  the  great  and  growing  west. 


REV.  JOHN  F.  KRAMER. 

^  Rev.  John  F.  Kramer,  in  charge  of  the 
Catholic  church  at  Center  Line,  was  born 
in  Detroit,  February  26,  1861.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Ferdinand  Kramer,  saw  manv 
years  of  active  service  under  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  and  was  with  him  at  his  downfall. 
Ldward   Kramer,    the   father,    was   born    at 


Westphalia,  on  the  Rhine,  in  Germany,  and 
his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eliza- 
beth Von  Kampmann  was  a  native  of  the 
same  place.  They  became  residents  of 
Michigan  in  1860,  settling  in  St.  Joseph  par- 
ish, Detroit,  and  there  Mrs.  Kramer  died 
March  1,  1866.  Mr.  Kramer  obtained  em- 
ployment in  the  wholesale  clothing  house  of 
Schloss  Brothers,  where  he  remained  a 
trusted  employe  for  twenty-six  years,  living 
a  quiet,  peaceable  life,  which  commended 
him  to  the  trust  and  respect  of  all.  He  died 
August  11,  1896,  leaving  four  children  by 
his  first  wife :  Joseph  F.,  a  resident  of  De- 
troit; Mrs.  Peter  Pinger,  of  Detroit;  Cath- 
erine, a  sister  of  Christian  charity  in  the 
Holy  Family  Convent  at  Dansville,  Penn- 
sylvania,  and  John  F. 

Rev.  Kramer  began  his   education   in   St. 
Joseph's  school  in  1866   and  was  graduated 
therefrom  in  1871,  after  which  he  obtained 
a  position  in  Schloss  Brothers'  office  as  ship- 
ping   clerk.      "While   thus    employed    he    at- 
tended night  school   and   also   engaged  the 
services  of  private  tutors.     In   1877  he  en- 
tered Detroit  College,  on  Jefferson  avenue, 
from   which   institution   he    was    graduated 
with  honors  in  1884  and  then,  to  prepare  for 
the  priesthood,   matriculated  in   St.   Mary's 
University,  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  taking 
up  the  study  of  theology.    He  was  ordained 
March  20,  1887,  and  entered  upon  a  life  of 
consecrated  devotion  to  his  holy  calling,  in 
which  his  labors  have  not  been  denied  the 
full  harvest.     His  first  charge  was  at   Dow- 
agiae,    Michigan,    where   he   had   occasion   to 
study  the  Indians  and  their  habits,  language, 
etc.     He    remained    there    until   August  14, 
1890,    when    he   was    called   to    his   present 
charge — St.  Clemens  church,  at  Center  Line, 
where  his  fifteen  years  of  untiring  service 
have   been    crowned    with   success. 

St.  Clemens  church  was  organized  in  1853 
and  was  conducted  as  a  missionary  church 
under  Rev.  A.  Vanden  Driesche,  Rev.  Ed- 
mund Dumont,  Rev.  Leo  Bawlowski  and  Rev. 
Peter  Andre  until  1858,  when  Rev.  Henry 
Meufels  took  charge  in  June,  there  continu- 
ing until  1868,  after  which  Rev.  William 
Hendrix  was  in  charge  until  1882.  During 
that  time  the  original  church — a  frame 
structure — was  sold  and  removed  and  the 
present  brick  church  was  begun  in  1880. 
Rev.  Francis  J.  Brockman  was  in  charge 
from  1882  until  1884  and  during  his  pas- 
torate a  part  of  the  school  house  was  built. 
The  Rev.  John  M.  Schreiber  was  then  pastor 
until   succeeded   by  Rev.   John   F.   Kramer, 
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who  at  once  began  the  completion  of  the 
church,  which  was  accomplished  in  1892. 
In  1896  the  parish  residence  was  built  and 
in  1898  the  schoolhouse  was  completely  re- 
built, with  three  large  schoolrooms  for  the 
grades  and  a  large  assembly  hall  on  the  top 
floor  with  a  seating  capacity  of  seven  hun- 
dred. The  school  is  under  the  charge  of 
the  sisters  of  St.  Dominic  and  has  eight 
grades.  The  pupils,  on  completing  the  grade 
work,  are  qualified  to  take  the  teachers' 
examination.  In  1902  a  magnificent  home 
was  built  for  the  sisters.  The  buildings 
throughout  are  modern,  all  being  heated  by 
steam,  and  in  the  near  future  an  electric 
light  plant  will  be  installed.  A  large  and 
beautiful  cemetery,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
church,  is  connected  with  the  property, 
which  is  valued  at  more  than  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars. 

Father  Kramer  has  by  his  untiring  efforts 
in  his  parish,  which  covers  a  radius  of  five 
miles,  increased  the  membership  of  the 
church  to  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  fam- 
ilies, including  many  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  families  of  the  locality  and  whose 
representatives  are  connected  with  St.  Clem- 
ens Aid  Society  and  St.  Mary's  Society. 
His  efforts  have  been  far-reaching  and  ef- 
fective, and  under  his  guidance  the  influence 
and  growth  of  the  church  has  been  extended. 
He  is  not  only  known  but  respected  by  all, 
irrespective  of  party  or  belief,  and  he  is 
always  ready  to  assist  and  advise  all. 


FRANK  W.  WRIGHT. 

Frank  W.  Wright,  whose  home  is  on  section 
26,  Ray  township,  is  one  of  the  thrifty  farm- 
ers and  dairymen  whose  realization  of  busi- 
ness responsibility  and  opportunities  has  led 
to  the  direction  of  his  energies  into  channels 
whereby  he  has  gained  in  course  of  time  the 
merited  and  desired  reward  of  labor.  He  was 
born  in  Ray  township  in  the  house  which  he 
still  occupies,  his  natal  day  being  March  26, 
1855.  He  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  William  Wright, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Greene  county,  New 
York,  in  1813.  There  the  father  was  reared 
and  educated  and  became  a  minister  in  the 
Baptist  church.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Elvira  Bristol,  also  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  on  removing  westward  to  Michigan  they 
settled  at  Port  Huron.  Rev.  Wright  became 
the  pioneer  minister  of  the  Baptist  church  at 
that  point.  About  1845  he  purchased  land 
and  L?.ated  on  the  farm  where  his  son  Frank 


now  resides.  Here  he  bought  about  three 
hundred  acres  which  was  unimproved,  but 
with  characteristic  energy  he  began  to  clear 
and  cultivate  this  tract,  building  houses  and 
barns,  and  in  due  course  of  time  developing 
a  good  farm.  He  was  also  one  of  the  pioneer 
educators  of  the  county,  engaging  in  teaching 
school  through  the  winter  months,  while  the 
summer  seasons  were  devoted  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  fields.  He  always  took  a  deep,  ac- 
tive and  helpful  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  assisted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  number  of  churches  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  He  died  about  1876,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years,  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him,  and  his  memory  is  yet  cherished 
by  those  who  came  under  his  beneficent  in- 
fluence. His  wife  survived  him  for  about 
twenty  years,  passing  away  in  1895.  Frank 
Wright  is  the  only  living  son  of  a  family 
of  five  children.  There  are  two  daughters 
who  also  survive:  Marian,  the  wife  of  R. 
D.  Robinson,  of  Romeo ;  and  Alma,  the  wife 
of  Henry  De  Graff,  a  farmer  of  Ray  town- 
ship. One  son,  Judson,  enlisted  for  ser- 
vice in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  joining  the 
Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  died  in  the 
service,  thus  giving  his  life  in  defense  of  the 
country.  Gary  died  when  about  three  years 
of  age. 

Frank  W.  Wright  was  reared  upon  the  old 
home  farm  and  obtained  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  his  death  and  succeeded 
to  a  part  of  the  old  homestead  through  in- 
heritance. He  then  purchased  the  interest  of 
the  other  heirs  in  the  property  and  has  con- 
tinued the  work  of  repair  and  improvement 
until  the  place  is  well  fenced  and  the  farm  is 
highly  cultivated.  In  connection  with  the 
tilling  of  the  soil  he  carries  on  the  dairy  busi- 
ness and  keeps  high  grade  stock,  making  a 
specialty  of  Durham  shorthorn  cattle  and 
Shropshire  sheep.  Mr.  Wright  also  owns  and 
operates  a  steam  threshing  machine,  having 
continued  in  this  line  of  business  for  about 
twenty  years.  He  does  work  as  a  thresher  for 
miles  around  and  even  in  adjoining  counties, 
having  many  regular  patrons  who  employ  him 
annually. 

Mr.  Wright  was  married  in  Ray  township, 
May  4,  1873,  to  Miss  Julia  Scouten,  a  native 
of  Canada,  who  came  to  Michigan  when  a 
young  girl  of  thirteen  years.  Her  father, 
Richard  Scouten,  was  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  there  married  Miss  Hannah  A  Is  worth,  a 
native  of  that  country.  They  removed  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  St.  Clair  county,  where 
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the  father  followed  farming  and  reared  his 
family.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  have  been 
born  three  children :  Judson,  who  is  a 
mechanic  and  resides  in  Macomb  township 
with  his  wife  and  two  children,  Ora  and  Don- 
aldson; Claud,  a  merchant  of  Davis,  Michi- 
gan, who  is  married  and  has  one  son,  Carroll; 
and  Myrtie,  the  wife  of  Hart  Jones  of  Macomb 
township,  by  whom  she  has  a  daughter, 
Lorena. 

Politically  Mr.  Wright  is  a  stanch  republi- 
can but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  are  interested  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  de- 
velopment of  the  community.  Mr.  Wright  is 
a  most  progressive  farmer,  keeping  in  touch 
with  modern  advancement  along  all  lines  of 
his  work  and  he  is  the  owner  of  the  only  auto- 
mobile in  Ray  township,  having  purchased  a 
very  fine  machine  in  1904.  He  is  well  and 
favorably  known  in  Mount  Clemens  and  Ma- 
comb county  and  his  warmest  friends  are 
those  who  have  known  him  from  his  youth  to 
the  present  time. 


JOHN  C.  STONE. 


John  C.  Stone,  who  until  recently  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  general  farming  on  section 
27,  Washington  township,  but  is  now  living 
retired  in  Washington,  is  a  native  son  of  Ma- 
comb county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Washington  township,  December  3,  1856.  His 
father,  Emulous  Stone,  wTas  born  in  Genesee 
county,  New  York,  in  1820,  a  son  of  Aaron 
Stone,  whose  birthplace  was  also  the  Empire 
state.  The  latter  removed  with  his  family 
to  Michigan  about  1830  and  located  in  Wash- 
ington township,  Macomb  county,  where  he 
purchased  land  and  cleared  and  developed  a 
farm.  Upon  that  place  Emulous  Stone  spent 
much  of  his  youth,  and,  having  attained  man- 
hood, he  was  married  to  Aurilla  Bates,  a  na- 
tive of  this  county  and  a  daughter  of  Conley 
M.  Bates,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Michi- 
gan, who  came  to  this  county  from  Genesee 
county,  New  York.  Mr.  Stone  purchased  land 
and  became  the  owner  of  two  good  farms. 
He  spent  his  life  in  this  locality  as  one  of 
its  enterprising,  progressive  agriculturists, 
and  died  here  in  1884.  His  wife  survived  him 
for  about  ten  years,  passing  away  in  1895.  In 
their  family  were  three  sons  and  a  daughter 
who  reached  mature  years,  but  Adelbert  died 
in  early  manhood  and  Eva  died  when  twenty- 


one  years  of  age,  while  Frank,  who  was  mar- 
ried, died  in  1904. 

John  C.  Stone  was  reared  upon  the  old 
homestead,  pursuing  his  education  in  the 
Washington  school,  and  to  his  father  he  gave 
the  benefit  of  his  services  until  the  latter 's 
death.  When  a  young  man  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  Washington,  where  he  car- 
ried on  a  general  store,  conducting  the  busi- 
ness for  ten  or  twelve  years.  He  also  served 
as  postmaster  for  ten  years  of  that  time,  and 
was  thus  closely  identified  with  the  public  in- 
terests of  the  town. 

Mr.  Stone  was  married  in  Washington 
township  November  26,  1884,  to  Elma  L.  Da- 
vis, a  daughter  of  Charles  Davis,  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  a  brother  of  Homer  Davis, 
who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Her 
mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jane 
Canfield,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and 
married  Charles  Davis  at  Chesterfield,  Michi- 
gan, November  16,  1856.  They  lived  on  the 
old  home  farm  in  Ray  township  for  fifteen 
years,  moving  to  Evart  in  1871,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  lumbering,  and  returning  to 
Washington  in  the  fall  of  1872,  where  they 
resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  May 
26,  1896.  His  wife  survived  him  three  years, 
dying  February  11,  1899.  There  wrere  six 
children  in  their  family:  Clara,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Lockwood,  of  Portland,  Michigan; 
Mrs.  Stone ;  Dwight,  a  business  man  of  Los 
Angeles,  California;  Fisk  C,  of  Dryden, 
Michigan ;  Park,  of  Redlands,  California ;  and 
Grace  J.,  who  is  studying  music  in  New  York 
city. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone 
resided  in  Washington  for  five  years.  He 
then  sold  his  store  and  removed  to  the  old 
home  farm,  which  he  at  once  began  to  put  in 
good  condition  for  the  successful  operation 
which  would  lead  to  desired  results.  He  has 
built  a  good  basement  barn,  has  put  up  fences 
and  in  fact  has  worked  changes  that  have 
made  this  one  of  the  best  improved  proper- 
ties in  the  township.  His  fields  in  season  are 
green  with  promise  of  coming  harvests,  and 
each  fall  sees  his  barns  and  sheds  well  stocked 
with  the  crops  that  reward  the  year's  labor. 
He  raises  good  stock  in  addition  to  cereals  and 
he  owns  a  valuable  residence  property  in  the 
village  of  Washington. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  have  three  sons :  Day- 
ton D.,  a  student  in  the  Romeo  high  school ; 
Ralph  C.  and  Harold  J.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at 
Washington  and  Mr.  Stone  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  has  filled  a  number  of 
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offices  in  Macomb  lodge.  He  is  also  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  Politi- 
cally he  is  an  earnest  republican  and  has 
served  as  a  delegate  to  numerous  conventions, 
taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
party,  although  never  an  aspirant  for  office. 
He  is  successful  in  business,  a  man  of  integ- 
rity and  reliability  and  neglectful  of  no  duty 
of  citizenship. 


CHARLES  HOURTIENNE. 

Charles  Hourtienne,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  8,  Chesterfield  town- 
ship, claims  Germany  as  the  land  of  his  birth, 
being  born  in  Badenburg,  January  17,  1843, 
a  son  of  Michael  Hourtienne,  also  a  native  of 
that  country.  Coming  to  the  United  States  in 
1852,  he  spent  one  year  in  New  York,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  removed  to  Macomb  coun- 
ty, Michigan,  first  locating  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  a  part  of  the  Palms 
estate  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
After  residing  there  for  thirty-three  years  he 
sold  that  farm  and  purchased  the  A.  D.  Rice 
place  on  section  8,  Chesterfield  township, 
which  at  that  time  was  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion, but  he  has  since  made  many  improve- 
ments thereon  and  converted  it  into  a  very 
productive  and  valuable  farm.  In  1890  he 
built  a  good  barn  and  two  years  later  erected 
his  present  comfortable  residence.  He  has  al- 
ways followed  general  farming  and  has  met 
with  well  deserved  success  in  his  chosen  occu- 
pation. 

Mr.  Hourtienne  manifested  his  love  for  his 
adopted  country  during  the  Civil  war  by  his 
enlistment  in  the  Twenty-second  Michigan 
Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Wisner. 
He  participated  in  the  engagement  at  Chicka- 
mauga  and  many  skirmishes,  but  owing  to  ill 
health  he  was  sent  to  St.  Mary's  hospital  in 
Detroit,  where  he  was  discharged  for  disabil- 
ity in  1863.  Two  years  later,  however,  he  re- 
enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a  member  of  the 
First  Michigan  Cavalry,  but  as  the  war  was 
drawing  to  a  close  he  was  not  in  any  severe 
engagements,  though  he  participated  in  sev- 
eral skirmishes  while  his  regiment  was  doing 
guard  duty  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  which 
they  patrolled  to  keep  the  guerillas  in  subjec- 
tion. After  the  grand  review  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  his  command  boarded  a  train  on  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  for  Parkersburg, 
West  Virginia,  and  from  there  proceeded  by 
boat  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  rivers  to     Port     Leavenworth, 


Kansas,  whence  they  marched  across  the 
plains  through  Kansas,  Colorado,  Dakota  and 
what  is  now  Wyoming,  to  Port  Halleck.  Later 
Mr.  Hourtienne  was  in  a  detachment  that  was 
ordered  back  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  where  he 
was  finally  mustered  out  in  December,  1865, 
and  returned  to  his  Michigan  home  to  resume 
the  more  quiet  pursuits  of  farm  life. 

In  February,  1871,  Mr.  Hourtienne  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Louise  Kuhn,  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  Kuhn  and  a  native  of 
Germany.  She  came  to  Macomb  county  with 
an  uncle  about  1868  and  made  her  home  with 
him  in  Shelby  township  until  her  marriage. 
She  has  only  one  brother  living,  John,  a  resi- 
dent of  Detroit.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hour- 
tienne have  been  born  four  children,  namely : 
Carl  Frederick,  at  home;  John,  who  is  now 
living  in  Detroit,  Michigan;  Annie,  the  wife 
of  T.  Wieso,  of  Marine  City;  and  Benjamin, 
at  home.  The  family  is  quite  prominent  in 
the  community  where  they  reside  and  Mr. 
Hourtienne  is  recognized  as  a  valued  and  use- 
ful citizen — one  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
his  adopted  country  in  times  of  peace  as  well 
as  in  times  of  war. 


E.  J.  MILLER,  M.  D. 


Dr.  E.  J.  Miller,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
medical  fraternity  and  is  actively  and  success- 
fully engaged  in  practice  in  Romeo,  where  he 
has  directed  his  professional  labors  for  five 
years,  is  a  native  son  of  Macomb  county,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  the  township  of  Washington, 
July  29,  1873.  He  is  a  son  of  F.  C.  Miller, 
a  prominent  farmer  of  Washington  township, 
represented  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Dr.  Miller 
was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  pursued 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  Washington 
schools.  Thinking  to  devote  his  time  and  en- 
ergies to  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery 
he  began  reading  under  the  direction  of  a  pre- 
ceptor and  in  1895  entered  upon  his  first 
course  of  lectures  in  the  Detroit  Medical  Col- 
lege. He  afterward  returned  to  that  institu- 
tion and  completed  his  studies  there  with  four 
full  courses  of  lectures.  He  spent  two  years 
in  study  in  the  office  of  Dr.  H.  0.  Walker,  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  of  Detroit.  He  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1900  and  subse- 
quently spent  one  year  in  St.  Mary's  hospital, 
where  he  received  further  instruction  and 
gained  the  valued  knowledge  that  comes  from 
practical  experience.  Establishing  an  office  in 
Romeo  he  has  continued  in  practice  here  to 
the  present  time,  meeting  with  gratifying  and 
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constantly  growing  success.  He  has  built  up 
a  nice  practice  and  to-day  stands  as  one  of 
the  successful  physicians  of  the  county.  He 
belongs  to  the  Macomb  County  Medical  So- 
ciety and  also  to  the  Northeastern  Medical  So- 
ciety and  keeps  constantly  in  touch  with  the 
progress  that  is  made  by  the  profession,  read- 
ing broadly  and  adapting  his  knowledge  to 
the  immediate  needs  of  his  practice  with  the 
skill  and  ability  that  have  resulted  in  bring- 
ing him  a  high  measure  of  success. 

Dr.  Miller  was  married  in  Washington, 
Michigan,  July  17,  1903,  to  Miss  Gertrude 
Norton,  a  native  of  this  state,  having  been 
born  and  reared  in  Washington.  The  Doctor 
and  his  wife  are  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  their  home  town  and  in  Romeo  as  well.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  hold- 
ing relationship  with  Davis  lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  is  also  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  of 
Romeo  chapter.  What  he  has  already  ac- 
complished in  his  profession  argues  well  for 
future  successes,  and  socially  as  well  as  pro- 
fessionally he  is  prominent  in  his  adopted 
city. 


FRANK  E.  NELLIS. 


Frank  E.  Nellis,  editor  of  the  Mount 
Clemens  Monitor,  the  republican  organ  of 
Macomb  county,  was  born  in  Watertown 
township,  Ontario,  Canada,  March  27,  1857. 
He  is  descended  from  Mohawk  valley 
Dutch  ancestry.  His  grandfather  in  the 
paternal  line  left  New  York  at  the  time  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  being  a  steadfast 
adherent  of  the  king,  and  was  given  a  large 
grant  of  land  by  the  British  government 
near  where  the  city  of  Brantford  now 
stands.  In  the  maternal  line  Mr.  Nellis 
comes  of  Welsh  ancestors.  His  parents  were 
John  E.  and  Eleanore  R.  Nellis.  The  father 
was  for  twenty-five  years  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  J.  E.  Nellis  &  Son,  publishers  of 
the  Mount  Clemens  Monitor.  He  was  a  vet- 
eran newspaper  man  and  one  who  was  great- 
ly loved  and  highly  respected.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  1865  and  for  a  time  was  en- 
gaged in  general  business  but  not  long  af- 
terward entered  the  field  of  journalism  and 
was  connected  with  newspaper  life  until 
called  to  his  final  rest.  He  was  a  man  of 
large  capacity,  prominent  in  his  church,  so- 
cial and  business  relations,  and  he  died  full 
of  years  and  honors,  January  26,  1904. 

Frank    E.    Nellis    attended    the    common 
schools  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he 


entered  a  printing  office,  and  throughout 
his  entire  life  has  been  connected  with  the 
business.  He  was  a  studious  and  industrious 
youth  and  from  the  time  he  entered  the  field 
of  business  activity  he  has  left  his  impress 
upon  the  department  of  labor  which  he 
chose  as  a  life  work.  He  thoroughly  learned 
the  mechanical  side  of  the  printing  business 
before  the  trade  had  reached  its  present 
specialized  condition.  A  printer  in  those 
days  could  do  anything  in  the  office,  whereas 
now  there  are  few  printers  in  the  sense  in- 
dicated. A  man  may  now  be  a  compositor, 
a  machine  operator,  a  job  setter,  a  pressman 
or  a  proof  reader,  but  in  the  old  days  he  was 
commonly  supposed  to  be  all  of  those  things 
and  more,  too,  for  he  could  do  reportorial  or 
editorial  work  as  well.  Mr.  Nellis  was  employed 
as  printer  and  local  editor  in  Wyandotte, 
below  Detroit,  and  afterward  in  Detroit, 
whence  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens  in  1879. 
Here  with  his  father  he  purchased  the  Mount 
Clemens  Monitor,  the  republican  organ  of 
the  county,  and  has  since  been  closely  asso- 
ciated with  its  publication,  being  to-day  pro- 
prietor and  editor.  He  likewise  has  other 
business  interests,  being  the  vice  president 
of  the  Mount  Clemens  Electric  Company  and 
a  director  of  the  Ullrich  Savings  bank,  while 
his  property  interests  represent  no  incon- 
siderable investment. 

Mr.  Nellis  has  held  no  public  offices  ex- 
cept that  of  deputy  collector  of  customs,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  at  Mount  Clemens 
for  a  short  time.  He  has  nevertheless  been 
one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  in  politi- 
cal circles  of  the  county.  He  has  always  been  a 
republican  and  for  twenty-six  years  has  been 
a  recognized  party  leader.  For  twenty- 
twro  years  he  has  been  secretary  of  the  re- 
publican county  central  committee,  being 
each  tim<#  elected  by  acclamation  and  with- 
out opposition.  He  is  an  organization  poli- 
tician and  is  charged  by  the  opposition  with 
being  largely  instrumental  in  upsetting  their 
old  time  majority  in  the  county  and  in  hold- 
ing the  county  steadfastly  for  the  republican 
party,  while  the  representatives  of  republi- 
can ranks  rejoice  in  what  he  has  accom- 
plished in  this  direction.  He  is  a  man  of 
firm  convictions,  unswerving  in  a  course 
wdiich  he  believes  to  be  right  and  he  is  firmly 
convinced  that  the  republican  platform  con- 
tains the  best  elements  of  good  government. 
Mr.  Nellis  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity 
in  1880  and  is  now  a  member  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens lodge,  Mount  Clemens  Chapter,  Mount 
Clemens  Council,  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
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Star,  Romeo  Commandery,  K.  T.,  and  Mos- 
lem Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  has 
been  master  in  the  lodge  and  filled  offices 
in  other  Masonic  bodies  and  is  thoroughly 
in  sympathy  with  the  teachings  and  tenets 
of  Masonry.  He  also  has  membership  rela- 
tions with  "the  Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Nel- 
lis  has  spent  much  of  his  life  in  Macomb 
county  and  the  qualities  of  a  strong  and 
sterling  manhood  have  endeared  him  to  his 
business  associates  and  social  acquaintances, 
while  his  fitness  for  leadership  has  made  him 
a  strong  factor  in  journalistic  and  political 
circles  in  the  state. 


JOHN  KUHN. 


John  EMin,  whose  business  activity  has 
been  an  important  element  in  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in 
Niederwald,  Hessen,  Germany,  November  30, 
1842.  His  father  was  Franz  Kuhn.  The  son 
attended  the  common  schools  between  the 
years  1848  and  1857  and  afterward  entered 
upon  an  apprenticeship  in  a  book  and  sta- 
tionery store  in  Marburg,  where  he  remained 
for  three  years  in  that  capacity,  after  which 
he  was  employed  as  a  salesman  for  ten  years. 
On  leaving  Marburg  he  went  to  Frankfort-on- 
the-Main,  where  he  entered  a  merchant  tail- 
oring establishment  as  a  salesman,  spending 
three  years  there.  He  next  became  familiar 
with  the  banking  business,  becoming  collector 
for  the  banking  house  of  Seligmann  &  Com- 
pany, with  which  firm  he  remained  until  1865, 
when  attracted  by  the  business  opportunities 
and  possibilities  of  the  new  world,  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America,  arriving  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,  in  the  month  of  November.  He 
then  secured  a  position  in  the  employ  of  G. 
Doeltz  &  Brothers,  with  whom  he  continued 
as  salesman  for  nine  years  and  in  1874  he 
came  to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  P.  Ull- 
rich, under  the  firm  name  of  P.  Ullrich  & 
Company.  At  a  later  date  the  relation  was 
discontinued  and  Mr.  Kuhn  has  since  carried 
on  business  alone,  being  proprietor  of  one  of 
the  best  dry-goods  stores  of  Mount  Clemens. 
His  stock  is  large  and  carefully  selected  and 
he  receives  a  liberal  patronage.  His  business 
methods  are  in  keeping  with  advanced  ideas 
of  commercialism  and  each  year  the  business 
has  expanded  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  most 
important  mercantile  enterprises  of  the 
county. 


In  1870  Mr.  Kuhn  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Catherine  Elizabeth  Ullrich  and  unto 
them  have  been  born  four  children:  Franz 
C,  John,  Laura  and  Matilda.  Mr.  Kuhn  has 
occupied  many  local  offices  and  is  always  in- 
terested in  community  affairs,  his  co-operation 
being  a  tangible  factor  in  the  public  progress 
and  improvement  here.  He  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Lutheran 
church  of  Mount  Clemens  and  has  attained  a 
high  degree  in  Masonry,  belonging  to  the 
lodge  and  chapter  at  Mount  Clemens  and  Ro- 
meo commandery,  No.  6,  K.  T.  He  is  thor- 
oughly informed  concerning  the  teachings  of 
the  craft  and  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  its 
fundamental  principles.  Thorough  training 
in  business  methods  in  his  native  country  in 
early  life  well  equipped  him  for  the  success- 
ful conduct  of  the  enterprise  which  now 
claims  his  attention  and  he  is  to-day  a  leading 
representative  of  commercial  interests,  having 
a  business  record  that  any  man  might  be 
proud  to  possess.  He  has  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  his  associates  and  of  the  general  pub- 
lic as  well  and  his  life  is  indicative  of  what 
may  be  accomplished  through  persistency  of 
purpose  and  the  exercise  of  sound  judgment. 


REUBEN  J.  REMINGTON. 

Reuben  J.  Remington,  living  on  section  18, 
Ray  township,  was  born  in  this  locality,  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1847.  His  father,  Norman  Rem- 
ington, was  a  native  of  New  York,  his  birth- 
place being  Niagara  county  and  the  date  1818. 
The  family  is  of  English  lineage  and  was 
founded  in  America  by  three  brothers  of  the 
name  who  came  to  the  new  world,  one  set- 
tling in  Vermont;  another  in  Massachusetts; 
and  the  third,  Daniel  Remington,  locating  in 
Connecticut.  He  was  the  ancestor  of  our  sub- 
ject and  removed  from  Connecticut  to  New 
York. 

The  grandfather,  who  bore  the  name  of 
Norman  Remington,  became  a  resident  of 
Michigan,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Macomb 
county  in  1825,  at  which  time  he  entered  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  from  the 
government.  This  he  cleared  of  the  timber 
upon  it  and  began  the  development  of  a  farm. 
Later  he  sold  that  property  and  purchased 
the  tract  of  land  upon  which  Reuben  J.  Rem- 
ington now  resides.  At  that  time  only  fifteen 
acres  had  been  cleared  and  he  broke  the  re- 
mainder of  the  land,  erected  a  log  house  and 
further  continued  the  improvement  of  the 
place.    He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  fol- 
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lowed  that  pursuit  to  some  extent,  going  from 
house  to  house  making  boots  and  shoes  for 
his  neighbors  in  the  early  times.  While  liv- 
ing in  New  York  he  had  followed  tanning. 

His  son,  Norman  Remington,  Jr.,  was 
reared  in  this  county  and  was  married  here 
to  Polly  Gass,  who  was  born  in  Genesee  coun- 
ty, New  York,  a  daughter  of  Duncan  Gass,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Ray  township  and  its 
first  justice  of  the  peace.  Norman  Reming- 
ton gave  his  attention  to  general  agricultural 
pursuits  and  reared  his  family  upon  the  old 
homestead.  He  lost  his  wife  about  1875  and 
he  died  May  7,  1905,  at  his  daughter's  home 
in  Lapeer  county,  Michigan.  In  the  family 
were  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  the  eldest 
being  Reuben  J.,  of  this  review,  while  the 
other  sons  are:  Rufus,  who  resides  in  Yale, 
St.  Clair  county,  Michigan ;  and  Elmer,  who 
is  living  in  Deerfield,  Michigan. 

Reuben  J.  Remington  wras  reared  under 
the  parental  roof,  obtaining  his  education  in 
the  home  school.  He  owned  a  farm  in 
Lapeer  county  at  one  time,  clearing  and 
cultivating  the  land,  which  he  afterward 
sold.  He  then  bought  his  father's  interest 
in  the  old  home  farm  and  has  continued  to 
clear  and  improve  that  place  to  the  present 
time.  He  has  a  large  residence  here  which 
he  has  rebuilt  and  remodeled.  He  also  has 
built  one  barn  and  now  has  two  good  barns 
and  other  substantial  outbuildings  upon  the 
place.  He  has  laid  several  hundred  rods  of 
tiling  and  in  fact  has  utilized  all  the  means 
that  go  to  the  improvement  of  a  valuable 
and  model  farm  of  the  twentieth  century. 
He  has  a  good  orchard  and  fences  divide 
the  place  into  fields  of  convenient  size. 
Everything  is  modern  and  attractive  in  ap- 
pearance, indicating  the  careful  supervision 
of  a  progressive  owner. 

Mr.  Remington  wras  married  in  Lapeer 
county,  Michigan,  October  17,  1877,  to  Miss 
Ellen  Cole,  a  daughter  of  Reuben  Cole,  who 
was  born  in  Erie  county,  New  York,  and 
served  as  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812  under 
General  Scott.  In  battle  he  was  wounded  in 
the  neck.  After  the  war  he  removed  west- 
ward to  Michigan,  settling  in  Lapeer  county, 
and  it  was  there  that  Mrs.  Remington  was 
reared.  Five  children  have  been  born  of 
this  marriage :  Nellie,  who  attended  the 
Romeo  high  school  and  is  now7"  engaged  in 
teaching ;  Hugh,  who  assists  in  the  operation 
of  the  home  farm ;  May,  who  was  educated 
in  Romeo  and  has  followed  teaching;  and 
Lottie,  who  is  attending  the  high  school. 
They  also  lost  one  son,  Leroy,  who  was  their 


first  born  and  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years. 

Mr.  Remington  has  ever  favored  progress 
and  improvement  along  all  lines  contribut- 
ing to  the  general  welfare.  He  believes  in 
good  schools  and  good  roads.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Romeo  Baptist  church 
and  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  He  proudly  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential ballot  for  General  Grant  in  1872  and 
has  supported  every  presidential  nominee  of 
the  republican  party  since  that  time.  He 
knows  not  only  the  theory  but  the  practice 
of  making  a  good  farm  and  in  his  life  work 
has  met  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  pros- 
perity. 


CHARLES  F.  SCHWANEBECK. 

Charles  F.  Schwanebeck,  a  practical  and 
enterprising  agriculturist  of  Chesterfield 
township,  is  one  of  Michigan's  native  sons, 
born  in  St.  Clair  county,  February  14,  1863, 
his  parents  being  William  B.  and  Fried- 
ericka  Schwanebeck.  The  father  was  born 
in  Germany  and  emigrated  to  America  in 
1858.  Coming  direct  to  Michigan,  he  spent 
three  years  in  Detroit  and  then  removed 
to  St.  Clair  county,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  five  years.  After  that  he  moved  back  to 
Detroit,  staying  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  purchased  the  Henry  De  Grof 
farm  in  Ray  township,  Macomb  county,  and 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  that 
place  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Dur- 
ing his  early  experience  in  farming  in  this 
state,  especially  in  St.  Clair  county,  he  had 
to  overcome  many  natural  disadvantages 
and  from  hardships  and  exposure  at  that 
time  he  contracted  rheumatism,  from  which 
he  suffered  greatly  during  the  last  fewr  years 
of  his  life.  Hoping  that  he  might  be  bene- 
fited by  the  baths  of  Mount  Clemens  his  son 
Charles  took  him  to  the  city  for  treatment, 
but  his  first  bath  proved  fatal.  He  soon  be- 
came unconscious  and  wras  finally  released 
from  all  suffering,  passing  peacefully  away 
in  the  sleep  that  knows  no  awakening  on 
the  first  of  September,  1886.  His  remains 
were  taken  in  charge  by  his  brother  Odd 
Fellow's  at  Mount  Clemens,  who  escorted 
them  to  his  late  farm,  and  also  broke  as  gen- 
tly as  possible  to  his  family  the  sad  news 
which  had  come  so  unexpectedly.  He  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Meade  cemetery,  the  Odd 
Felknvs  conducting  the  funeral  services.  He 
wTas  connected  with  Mount  Clemens  lodge, 
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I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  was  a  member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church  of  Lenox  township.  He 
had  served  as  highway  commissioner  in  Ray 
township,  and  was  a  man  well  known  and 
highly  respected  by  the  entire  community. 
He  left  one  son  and  four  daughters  to  mourn 
his  loss,  namely  :  Charles  F.,  of  this  review ; 
Minnie,  the  wife  of  Oscar  Kries,  of  Detroit; 
Rachel,  the  wife  of  Henry  Maurer,  of  the 
same  city;  Louise,  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Lick,  of  Mount  Clemens;  and  Emma,  who 
died  in  1891. 

During  his  boyhood  Charles  F.  Sehwane- 
beck  attended  the  German  American  Sem- 
inary of  Detroit  and  after  acquiring  a  good 
practical  education  returned  home,  assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  farm 
for  eight  years.  He  was  next  engaged  in  the 
steampipe  and  boiler  covering  business  in 
Detroit,  but  in  1890  he  resumed  farming  and 
nine  years  later  purchased  the  James  Preu- 
sell  farm  on  sections  3  and  10,  Chesterfield 
township,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has 
since  remodeled  the  residence  and  barns 
and  made  many  other  useful  improvements 
which  add  greatly  to  the  value  and  attrac- 
tive appearance  of  the  place.  In  his  farm- 
ing operations  he  has  met  with  good  suc- 
cess and  is  to-day  quite  well-to-do. 

On  the  16th  *  of  October,  1890,  Mr. 
Schwanebeck  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Minnie  Preusell,  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Sophia  (Trost)  Preusell,  of  Chesterfield. 
Two  children  bless  this  union,  Frank  J.  and 
Waldo  R.,  both  at  home.  Mr.  Schwanebeck 
takes  an  active  and  commendable  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  has  efficiently  served 
on  the  school  board  of  district  No.  8.  In 
1897  he  was  appointed  deputy  state  oil  in- 
spector by  Governor  Pingree  and  so  capably 
did  he  fill  that  position  that  he  was  re-ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Bliss,  his  territory 
covering  what  is  known  as  the  St.  Clair, 
Sanilac,  Huron  and  Macomb  district. 


WILLIAM  HENDERSON. 

William  Henderson,  following  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  on  section  4,  Richmond 
township,  is  a  native  of  York  county,  On- 
tario, Canada,  born  January  8,  1831.  His 
parents  were  Daniel  and  Mary  Henderson. 
He  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  in  1854, 
when  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years, 
arrived  in  Macomb  county,  which  bore  little 


resemblance  to  the  present  improved  dis- 
trict for  many  evidences  of  frontier  life  were 
then  seen.  He  worked  among  the  early  set- 
tlers until  1857  and  purchased  the  Henry 
Fuller  farm,  on  which  he  still  resides,  it 
having  been  his  home  now  for  almost  a  half 
century.  At  the  time  when  the  land  came 
into  his  possession  there  was  not  even  a 
house  upon  the  place.  He  at  once  began  to 
cut  the  timber  into  staves,  bolts  and  cord- 
wood.  The  money  which  he  received  for 
these  products  he  had  to  pay  for  provisions 
and  other  necessities  of  life,  but  by  unre- 
mitting diligence  and  industry  he  has  de- 
veloped a  good  farming  property,  which  is 
pervaded  by  an  air  of  neatness,  thrift  and 
prosperity.  A  part  of  the  first  house  which 
he  built  is  still  standing,  and  he  has  added 
to  it  until  he  now  has  a  valuable  and  commo- 
dious home.  From  early  springtime  until 
crops  are  harvested  in  the  autumn  his  is  a 
very  active  life,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the 
year  business  interests  claim  his  attention, 
and  being  well  managed  have  made  him  one 
of  the  substantial  residents  of  his  com- 
munity. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  1857,  Mr.  Hen- 
derson married  Miss  Lizzie  Claggett,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Frances  Claggett, 
of  Macomb  county,  who  were  natives  of  Eng- 
land and  became  pioneer  residents  of  this 
part  of  the  state,  settling  in  Macomb  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Henderson  has  two  sisters  and 
a  brother  still  living  in  this  county,  namely : 
Mrs.  James  Powell  and  Mrs.  James  Rowley, 
of  Lenox  township ;  and  James  Claggett,  a 
resident  of  Richmond.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hen- 
derson have  become  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren :  Mary  A.,  now  the  wife  of  David  Tice, 
of  St.  Clair  county;  Frances  J.,  the  wife  of 
Edward  W.  Smith,  of  Richmond  township ; 

11.  Edith,  at  home;  Lena  V.,  who  is  teaching 
in  Mount  Clemens;  and  Omar  C,  at  home. 

Mr.  Henderson  has  taken  an  active  and 
helpful  part  in  church  work,  assisting  large- 
ly in  building  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Memphis,  to  which  he  donated 
labor,  time  and  money.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  district  No. 

12,  and  in  politics  he  has  always  been  a 
stanch  republican  and  upon  the  party  ticket 
was  elected  highway  commissioner  for  two 
years,  while  in  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  he  has  served  for  several  years.  He 
started  out  in  life  in  this  county  as  a  farm 
hand  and  when  his  frugality  and  diligence 
had  brought  him  a  sum  sufficient  to  justify 
him  in  the  purchase  of  land  he  became  own- 
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er  of  a  farm  which  he  has  since  developed 
and  improved  until  the  place  is  an  excellent 
property  and  the  owner  is  accounted  one  of 
the  men  of  affluence  in  this  community. 


IRA  L.  KIRKUM. 


Ira  L.  Kirkum  is  a  young  man  of  energy 
and  ability  who  has  adopted  agriculture  as  a 
life  work  and  has  already  met  with  a  fair 
degree  of  success  in  his  chosen  occupation. 
He  was  born  October  4,  1879,  on  the  home- 
stead in  Chesterfield  township,  where  he 
now  resides,  and  is  a  representative  of  an  old 
and  honored  family  of  this  county.  As  early 
as  1831  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Kirkum, 
came  to  this  locality  and  settled  in  Chester- 
field township,  where  the  following  year  he 
purchased  the  present  homestead  of  the 
family,  buying  the  land  from  the  govern- 
ment. He  cleared  the  first  thirty  acres  by 
burning  the  logs,  which  custom  was  quite 
common  at  that  early  day,  and  he  encoun- 
tered the  usual  experiences  and  trials  of  life 
on  the  frontier.  He  was  a  native  of  New 
York  state,  as  was  also  his  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Martha  Hart.  His  death 
occurred  in  1871.  In  his  family  were  two 
sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing are  still  living:  Hattie,  a  resident 
of  New  Haven,  Michigan;  Phi  la,  wife  of 
Joseph  La  Croix,  of  the  same  place;  Mrs. 
John  Gillett,  also  of  New  Haven  ;  and  James 
II.,  the  father  of  our  subject.  The  other 
son,  Robert,  joined  the  Union  army  in  1861 
and  was  killed  in  battle.  Ilepsia  E.  died 
in  November,  1901. 

James  II.  Kirkum  was  also  born  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Chesterfield  township,  first 
opening  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  Decem- 
ber 1,  1855,  and  in  the  district  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  he  obtained  his  education. 
Being  the  youngest  in  the  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, he  remained  at  home  with  his  father, 
assisting  in  clearing  the  land  and  cultivating 
the  fields  as  his  age  and  strength  permitted. 
For  six  years  after  his  father's  death  the 
farm  was  rented  to  John  Gillett,  but  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  took  charge  of  the  same, 
and  when  his  mother  died  in  1894  he  re- 
ceived forty  acres  as  his  share  of  the  prop- 
erty. He  also  had  twenty  acres  which  he 
had  previously  purchased  from  the  other 
heirs.  He  has  cleared  many  an  acre  of  tim- 
ber land  and  has  cut  a  great  deal  of  cord 
wood,  which  he  hauled  to  New  Baltimore 
and  sold.     The  old  house  which  his  father 


built  upon  the  place  in  1857  is  still  standing, 
but  in  1885  James  II.  Kirkum  erected  a  more 
modern  and  convenient  residence,  which  he 
has  since  occupied.  He  has  also  put  up  other 
buildings  and  has  made  many  useful  and 
valuable  improvements  to  the  farm.  The 
hardships  and  exposures  which  he  was 
forced  to  endure  in  converting  the  land  into 
a  good  farm  resulted  in  breaking  down  his 
health  and  in  the  fall  of  1904  he  went  to 
Sylvan  Lake,  Florida,  where  he  was  greatly 
benefited  by  the  change,  and  is  now  at  home, 
much  improved  in  health.  He  is  a  member 
of  Court  George  Washington,  No.  1408,  I. 
O.  F.,  of  New  Haven,  and  also  of  New  Haven 
lodge,  No.  465,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Upright  and  hon- 
orable in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  has  made 
many  friends  throughout  Macomb  county, 
and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know 
him.  On  the  25th  of  December,  1876,  James 
H.  Kirkum  married  Miss  Rosa  Love,  a 
daughter  of  William  Love,  of  Livingston 
county,  Michigan.  She  died  March  3,  1895. 
The  only  child  of  this  union  was  Ira  L., 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  He 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  district  schools,, 
and  since  completing  his  education  has  given 
his  father  the  benefit  of  his  labors  in  carry- 
ing on  the  home  farm.  He  has  proven  a  most 
worthy  son,  his  first  care  being  always  for 
his  father  and  his  comforts. 


GOTFRIED  SEE. 

Gotfried  See,  who  is  living  on  section  14, 
in  the  township  of  Washington,  is  classed 
with  the  thrifty  and  prosperous  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  of  Macomb  county,  and  his 
well  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres  is  a  vis- 
ible evidence  of  his  life  of  activity  and  enter- 
prise, lie  was  born  in  the  town  of  Erin, 
Macomb  county,  July  20,  1865.  His  father, 
Jacob  See,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1825, 
and  after  attaining  his  majority  emigrated 
to  the  new  world  in  1845.  He  located  first 
in  Niagara  county,  New  York,  and  in  1842 
came  west  to  Michigan,  settling  first  in  the 
town  of  Erin,  where  he  joined  two  brothers 
and  a  sister.  He  first  purchased  a  small 
tract  of  land  in  connection  with  the  brother, 
and  they  thus  worked  together  for  four 
years,  after  which  they  divided  this  prop- 
erty and  Mr.  See  purchased  other  land. 
Subsequently  he  traded  that  property  for 
the  eighty  acre  tract  upon  which  his 
son  Gotfried  now  resides  and  to  this  place 
he  removed,   taking  up  his  abode  there  in 
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1880.  At  once  he  began  to  farm  the  land 
and  further  improve  the  property,  and  he 
spent  his  remaining  days  here,  passing  away 
June  1,  1901.  His  wife  died  some  years  be- 
fore, departing  this  life  about  1891.  In  their 
family  were  three  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Mary  Reek  now  resides  in  Washington. 
August  See  owns  and  operates  a  farm  on 
section  13,  Washington  township,  adjoining 
his  brother's  property. 

Gotfried  See  came  to  his  present  farm 
when  a  young  man  of  sixteen  years  and  as- 
sisted largely  in  developing  and  improving 
the  place.  He  afterward  purchased  the 
property  from  his  father  and  has  since  erect- 
ed a  good,  neat  residence.  He  has  fenced 
and  tiled  the  place,  has  made  an  addition 
to  the  barn,  and,  in  fact,  has  carried  on  the 
work  of  labor  and  improvement  until  his 
farm  is  well  equipped  with  all  modern  ac- 
cessories and  conveniences.  He  raises  good 
grades  of  stock  and  annually  harvests  rich 
crops. 

In  May,  1890,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  See  and  Miss  Gustie  Lange,  who  was 
born  in  Erin  township,  a  daughter  of  John 
Lange,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  lo- 
cality. Mr.  and  Mrs.  See  have  five  chil- 
dren :  Eddie,  Willie,  Walter,  Clarence  and 
Edna.  They  also  lost  one  daughter,  Ella, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

Politically  Mr.  See  was  formerly  a  demo- 
crat and  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  for 
Grover  Cleveland,  but  for  several  years  he 
has  given  earnest  support  to  the  republican 
party  and  voted  for  Presidents  McKinley 
and  Roosevelt.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
reared  in  the  Lutheran  faith  and  are  mem- 
bers of  the  church  of  that  denomination  at 
Romeo.  Mr.  See  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
the  county  and  is  well  known  as  a  thorough 
and  successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser  as 
well  as  a  citizen  of  worth. 


THADDEUS  HAZELTON. 

Thadcleus  Hazelton,  who  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  is  living  on  section 
25,  Washington  township,  where  his  landed 
possessions  aggregate  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  This  tract  comprises  a  valuable  farm 
and  its  cultivation  is  not  only  a  source  of  labor 
but  also  a  source  of  pride  to  Mr.  Hazelton, 
who  is  an  energetic  farmer  and  keeps  every- 
thing about  his  place  in  excellent  condition. 
He  was  born  in  Ingham  county,  Michigan, 
June  25,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Ransom  Hazel- 


ton, whose  birth  occurred  in  Madison  county, 
New  York,  in  1807.  The  grandfather  removed 
with  his  family  to  Canada  in  1816  and  there 
the  father  was  reared  and  educated,  working 
at  such  labor  as  claimed  the  attention  of  most 
youths  at  that  period.  He  was  married  in 
1829  to  Miss  Polly  Whiting,  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children. 

Ransom  Hazelton  removed  to  Michigan  in 
1837,  reaching  Detroit  in  time  to  participate 
in  the  celebration  concerning  the  admission 
of  the  state  into  the  Union.  He  settled  in  Ing- 
ham county,  where  he  opened  up  and  devel- 
oped a  farm,  and  later  he  continued  the  devel- 
opment of  his  property  until  it  was  trans- 
formed from  a  wild  tract  into  one  of  rich 
fertility.  In  1849  he  removed  to  Macomb 
county,  settling  in  the  town  of  Ray,  and  in 
1857  he  became  a  resident  of  Clay  county, 
Missouri,  residing  near  Liberty  until  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  a  strong  Union  man 
and  an  advocate  of  the  cause  of  his  party.  The 
surroundings,  however,  in  Missouri  made  his 
location  very  unpleasant  and  he  returned  to 
Macomb  county  in  1862.  The  same  year  he 
enlisted  for  service  with  the  army,  joining 
the  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  as  a 
member  of  Company  F,  and  went  to  the  front 
with  that  regiment,  but  in  February,  1863,  he 
was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  dis- 
ability. When  he  had  somewhat  recuperated 
his  health  he  re-enlisted  on  the  6th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1863,  joining  the  First  Michigan  Cavalry, 
with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged,  June 
19,  1865,  at  Cumberland,  Maryland.  He  took 
part  in  many  important  engagements  and  still 
carries  several  scars  as  evidences  of  the 
wounds  which  he  sustained  in  battle.  He 
spent  his  last  years  in  Macomb  county,  one  of 
the  honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  one 
whose  courage  and  valor  stood  as  marked 
characteristics  in  his  life  record.  In  the  fam- 
ily of  Ransom  Hazelton  were  eight  children, 
all  of  whom  reached  adult  years  and  of  this 
number  three  sons  and  a  daughter  are  yet 
living. 

Thaddeus  Hazelton  has  been  a  resident  of 
Macomb  county  since  1849.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  here  and  after  attending  the  dis- 
trict school  he  continued  his  studies  in  the 
Baltimore  high  school.  He  remained  at  home 
until  a  young  man  of  twenty  years,  when  in 
1864  he  joined  the  Third  Michigan  Infantry 
and  went  south,  serving  with  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Stone  River  and  in  many  skirmishes  and  at 
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length  was  honorably  discharged  at  Knox- 
ville,  Tennessee,  in  June,  1865.  Later  he  re- 
turned home  and  it  was  after  this  time  that 
he  pursued  his  high  school  course. 

The  following  season  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  as  a  companion  and  helpmate  for 
life's  journey  he  chose  Miss  Martha  Dudley, 
their  marriage  being  celebrated  in  Washing- 
ton township,  Macomb  county,  November  9, 
1871.  The  lady  was  born  in  this  county 
December  11,  1855,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Oliver  Dudley,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the 
same  county.  Her  mother  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Anderson  and  was  also  a  native 
of  Washington  township  and  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  Anderson,  one  of  the  first  settlers  ol 
this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Dudley  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  followed  that  pur- 
suit and  reared  his  family  in  Washington 
township. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Hazelton  vaca- 
ted on  a  farm  near  Romeo,  having  there  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  which  he  began  to  clear 
and  improve.  He  continued  to  reside  there 
for  eight  years  and  then  sold  that  property 
and  purchased  another  place.  He  has  pur- 
chased and  improved  land  in  various  localities 
in  Washington  township  and  took  up  his 
abode  on  his  present  farm  in  1898.  Later, 
however,  he  removed  elsewhere,  but  in  1902  re- 
turned to  his  present  place  and  has  since  re- 
modeled and  improved  the  house  and  made 
other  substantial  improvements.  He  built 
three  good  barns  and  all  modern  equipments 
are  seen  upon  this  farm.  He  operates  the  en- 
tire tract  and  now  in  addition  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and 
climate  he  is  also  engaged  in  the  raising  and 
feeding  of  stock,  making  a  specialty  of  sheep 
and  horses.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business 
capacity,  enterprising  and  energetic,  and  what 
he  has  accomplished  is  indicative  of  his  strong 
purpose   and  unfaltering  determination. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hazelton  have  been  born 
two  children:  Orsel  D.  Hazelton,  born  De- 
cember 18,  1872,  who  is  married  and  resides 
in  Romeo;  and  Professor  Ransom  Hazelton, 
who  was  educated  in  the  Romeo  high  school 
and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  high  school  at 
Washington.  He  was  born  September  14, 
1874. 

Politically  Mr.  Hazelton  has  been  a  life- 
long republican  since  casting  his  first  presi- 
dential ballot  for  General  Grant  in  1868,  but 
the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office  have  had 
no  attraction  for  him,  as  he  has  preferred  to 
give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business 
affairs.     He  has  helped  to  develop  and  im- 


prove a  number  of  farms  in  Macomb  county 
and  has  thus  contributed  in  substantial  meas- 
ure to  its  agricultural  progress.  He  is  a  man 
of  good  business  judgment,  always  reliable 
in  citizenship,  and  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  this  portion  of  the  state. 


CHARLES  F.  KIELBLOCK. 

Charles  F.  Kielblock,  who,  filling  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  and  active  in  busi- 
ness affairs  as  a  dealer  in  shoes,  is  therefore 
numbered  among  the  representative  citizens 
of  New  Haven,  was  born  in  Germany,  in 
1855,  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Augusta  Kiel- 
block,  wTho  wrere  likewise  natives  of  Ger- 
many. The  father  came  to  Michigan  in 
1857  and  with  his  family  settled  in  St.  Clair 
county,  where  he  took  up  land  from  the 
government,  He  had  the  usual  hardships 
of  early  settlers  in  clearing  his  farm  and 
placing  it  under  cultivation,  but  in  the 
course  of  time  it  became  a  productive  prop- 
erty and  he  continued  its  operation  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1870,  his  wife 
surviving  him  until  1888.  They  left  two 
children— Charles  F.  and  Caroline,  but  the 
latter  died  September  29,  1904. 

At  the  usual  age  Charles  F.  Kielblock  en- 
tered the  district  schools  and  continued  his 
studies  therein  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  when  he  went  to  Richmond 
where  he  learned  the  boot  and  shoe  busi- 
ness, remaining  in  that  place  for  two  years. 
In  1872  he  came  to  New  Haven  where  he 
worked  for  four  years  and  then,  with  the 
capital  he  had  acquired  through  his  indus- 
try and  frugality,  he  opened  the  store  which 
he  now  conducts,  carrying  a  full  line  of 
footwear.  He  has  by  hard  work  and  per- 
sonal energy  built  up  a  most  prosperous 
business  and  he  has  also  extended  his  efforts 
to  other  lines  of  activity,  being  now  the 
manager  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Supply  Com- 
pany of  New  Haven. 

His  energies  and  well-directed  activity 
have  also  made  him  a  valued  factor  in  com- 
munity affairs  and  his  efforts  and  influence 
have  been  helpful  in  interests  both  of  town- 
ship and  village.  He  was  clerk  of  the  town- 
ship for  seven  years,  being  first  elected  in 
1886,  and  he  was  also  treasurer  of  the  town- 
ship for  two  years.  He  has  served  as  assess- 
or of  the  village  of  New  Haven,  has  been 
a  member  of  the  school  board  for  five  years 
and  in  1904  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace. 
While  a  member  of  the  village  council  he 
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was  a  strong  advocate  of  better  sanitary 
conditions  and  was  a  prime  mover  in  obtain- 
ing the  present  drainage  system  which  has 
proved  of  benefit  to  the  village.  His  frater- 
nal relations  connect  him  with  Wavside 
tent,  No.  174,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  of  New  Haven,  of 
which  he  was  a  charter  member. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  1878,  Mr.  Kiel- 
block  was  married  to  Miss  Augusta  Hour- 
tienne,  of  New  Haven.  Of  their  family  of 
five  children  three  died  in  infancy,  the  sec- 
ond and  third  members  of  the  family  are  yet 
living:  Emma,  the  wife  of  Daney  Cleve- 
land, of  New  Haven;  and  Minnie,  at  home. 
The  men  who  to-day  waken  public  attention 
and  regard  are  those  who  are  controlling 
commercial  and  industrial  interests,  or  man- 
age the  professional  work  of  the  country, 
and  each  community  claims  such  men  who 
are  well  recognized  as  leaders  in  their  re- 
spective localities.  To  this  class  belongs  Mr. 
Kielblock  and  in  a  successful  career  he  has 
demonstrated  the  fact  that  without  the  aid 
of  influential  friends  or  capital  one  may 
work  his  way  upward  to  prosperity. 


ALBERT  ELY  LEETE. 

There  are' men  who  because  of  an  ability 
to  command  are  held  in  awe;  men  who  be- 
cause of  successful  accomplishment  are  held 
in  admiration ;  men  who  by  reason  of  rec- 
titude of  character  awaken  respect,  but  it 
is  the  man  of  gentle  nature,  kindly  spirit, 
deep  interest  in  his  fellowmen  and  unsel- 
fish devotion  to  their  welfare  that  wins  the 
love  of  those  with  whom  he  is  associated. 
Such  a  man  was  Dr.  Leete,  and  while  his 
ability  gained  him  prominence  as  a  member 
of  the  medical  fraternity,  his  nature,  "full 
of  the  milk  of  human  kindness,7'  gained  him 
warm  friendships  which  endured  as  long  as 
life  endured  and  grew  stronger  as  the  years 
went  by. 

Dr.  Leete  was  a  native  of  Stamford, 
Dutchess  county,  New  York,  born  July  1, 
1802.  His  parents  were  Eber  and  Clarinda 
(Gale)  Leete,  the  former  born  in  Guilford, 
Connecticut,  in  1780,  and  the  latter  in 
Stamford,  New  York,  in  the  same  year,  her 
father  being  Josiah  Gale.  Dr.  Leete  was 
a  lineal  descendant  in  the  seventh  genera- 
tion of  William  Leete,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  England  in  1639,  as  governor 
of  the  colony  of  New  Haven.  After  the 
consolidation  of  the  New  Haven  and  Con- 
necticut colonies  in  1665,  under  the  name 


of  the  latter,  Governor  Leete  was  chosen 
as  the  chief  executive  of  the  united  colonies, 
filling  that  important  and  highly  honorable 
position  until  his  death,  in  1683.  Clarinda 
(Gale)  Leete  was  also  descended  from  an- 
cestry equally  honorable  and  distinguished 
in  the  history  of  Connecticut. 

On  the  farm  on  which  his  birth  occurred 
Dr.  Leete  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  developing  through  outdoor  life  and 
the  labor  of  the  farm  a  strong  physical  man- 
hood and  through  application  to  his  text 
books  a  vigorous  mind  that  enabled  him 
later  to  successfully  cope  with  the  intricate 
problems  of  the  medical  profession.  He  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Dr.  Shepherd,  of  Cairo,  New  York, 
in  the  summer  of  1824,  but  after  five  months 
entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Asapli  Clark,  near 
Troy,  in  which  connection  he  gained  practi- 
cal as  well  as  theoretical  knowledge  by  as- 
sisting his  preceptor  in  his  practice  at  the 
county  almshouse.  In  the  spring  of  1825 
he  attended  medical  lectures  at  the  college 
in  Castleton,  Vermont,  and  subsequently 
continued  his  studies  in  the  office  of  Pro- 
fessor Alden  March,  of  Albany,  New  York, 
an  eminent  surgeon  of  that  locality,  who 
was  associated  in  practice  with  Professor 
Tully,  a  man  of  great  erudition  and  learning 
in  the  medical  fraternity  of  the  empire  state. 
Dr.  Leete  greatly  benefited  by  their  instruc- 
tion during  the  fifteen  months  which  he 
spent  in  their  office  and  also  profited  greatly 
from  the  hospital  practice  which  he  gained 
under  their  guidance.  In  1826,  leaving  their 
office,  he  returned  to  Cairo,  New  York, 
where  his  further  reading  wras  directed  by 
Dr.  Levi  King,  who  was  also  in  charge  of 
the  county  almshouse,  having  between  four 
and  six  hundred  inmates,  in  all  conditions 
of  disease,  mental  and  physical.  This  in- 
stitution Dr.  Leete  visited  weekly  and  some- 
times daily,  his  preceptor  leaving  the  prac- 
tice there  largely  to  him  and  thus  he  gained 
a  proficiency  which  could  never  have  been 
acquired  through  books  alone.  From  Cairo 
he  went  to  the  Western  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  of  New  York  and  re- 
ceived therefrom  his  medical  diploma  in 
1826. 

Dr.  Leete 's  first  field  of  practice  was  Pal- 
enville,  New  York,  and  in  1833  he  removed 
to  Wawasing,  New  York,  where  he  remained 
until  1835  when  he  went  to  Lapeer  county, 
Michigan.  The  year  1840  witnessed  his  ar- 
rival in  Romeo,  where  he  practiced  for 
many  years,  being  widely  Recognized  as  one 
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of  the  most  capable  and  eminent  members 
of  the  profession  of  the  state.  He  was  many 
times  called  in  consultation  by  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  fraternity  and  he  en- 
joyed a  large  private  practice.  Moreover 
he  was  always  helpful  to  the  young  physi- 
cian who  was  earnestly  and  honestly  trying 
to  gain  a  start,  but  he  had  no  patience  with 
quackery  or  pretense  of  any  sort.  He  was 
thoroughly  honorable  and  reliable  in  all  that 
he  did  and  he  demanded  the  same  of  oth- 
ers. His  patients  became  his  friends  and 
he  was  known  throughout  his  locality  as 
"the  beloved  physician."  He  was  a  man  of 
ready  sympathy,  kindly  nature  and  helpful 
disposition  and  instead  of  becoming  inured 
to  suffering  because  of  his  large  practice,  his 
heart  always  remained  sensitive  to  the  pain 
and  distress  of  others,  and  he  found  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  administering  to  them 
that  health  and  strength  might  be  restored. 
He  possessed,  moreover,  a  cheery  disposi- 
tion and  his  presence  in  the  sickroom  was 
like  a  ray  of  sunshine. 

Dr.  Leete  wTas  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  State  Medical  Society 
of  Michigan  and  the  Northeastern  District 
Medical  Association,  and  of  the  last  named 
was  many  times  chosen  president.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  St.  Clair,  Sanilac  and 
Lapeer  County  Medical  Associations,  and 
notwithstanding  his  advanced  years  he  con- 
tinued to  attend  the  meetings  with  increased 
interest  and  enjoyed  them  with  as  keen  a 
zest  as  the  youngest  member.  He  was  al- 
ways interested  in  his  adopted  city  and  its 
welfare,  and  was  long  a  member  and  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  education,  doing  all 
in  his  power  to  advance  the  standard  of 
the  schools,  which  he  regarded  as  one  of 
the  bulwarks  of  the  nation. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  1831,  Dr.  Leete  was 
married,  in  Palenville,  New  York,  to  Miss 
Katherine  Palen,  daughter  of  Gilbert  E.  and 
Hannah  Palen.  They  had  three  sons  and 
four  daughters:  Clarinda,  who  was  born 
December  7,  1831,  married  Henry  Stephens, 
who  died  February  22,  1885,  leaving  three 
children,  Henry,  Albert  Leete  and  Kather- 
ine, who  are  now  in  Detroit;  Clarence  P., 
who  was  born  September  28,  1833,  married 
Martha  In  galls  and  died  in  1889,  while  his 
wife  is  also  deceased;  Hannah,  born  Novem- 
ber 2,  1835,  is  living  in  Romeo ;  James  E., 
born  March  10,  1838,  married  Katherine 
Goetchess,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  and 
their  home  is  in  Flint,  Michigan;  Rufus  P., 
born   June   3,   1842,   died   in   infancy;   Har- 


riett, born  September  20,  1844,  is  living  in 
Romeo ;  and  Albert  H.,  born  March  16,  1848, 
died  in  1864  in  a  hospital  from  illness  con- 
tracted during  his  service  in  the  Civil  war. 
Mrs.  Leete,  the  mother,  came  of  a  family  in 
which  education,  culture  and  refinement, 
as  well  as  wealth,  were  notable  feat- 
ures. In  her  parents'  home  there  was  a 
bountiful  generosity  and  genial  spirit  that 
impressed  itself  upon  the  character  of  Mrs. 
Leete,  who  in  her  home  was  hospitable,  gen- 
tle and  sympathetic.  In  her  youth  she 
formed  a  deep  attachment  for  the  Catskill 
mountains,  amid  which  she  wTas  reared,  and 
in  her  last  days  she  longed  inexpressibly  for 
those  surroundings.  She  was  a  devoted 
Christian  woman  from  her  girlhood  days 
and  her  faith  found  evidence  in  her  works. 
Her  love  of  intellectual  development  kept 
her  in  touch  with  the  advance  in  litera- 
ture as  well  as  the  progress  of  events  in 
the  world  at  large,  and  not  until  the  feeble- 
ness of  advanced  years  came  upon  her  did 
she  cease  to  be  a  participant  in  all  that  pro- 
moted aesthetic,  intellectual  and  moral  cul- 
ture in  Romeo.  She  passed  away  January 
20,  1899,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years  three 
months  and  nineteen  days,  almost  twenty- 
two  years  after  Dr.  Leete  had  departed  this 
life.  A  contemporary  biographer  said  of 
him:  "He  was  of  medium  stature  and  of 
an  unbounded  endurance.  He  was  a  man  of 
sound  judgment,  quick  perception,  full  of 
genuine  humor,  ready  and  pungent  in  rep- 
artee, frank  and  outspoken  in  speech,  of  a 
warm  and  deeply  affectionate  nature,  at- 
taching his  friends  to  him  with  peculiar 
devotion  and  making  himself,  all  unconsci- 
ously, a  general  favorite  in  the  community 
which  had  so  long  known  him.  tie  was  a 
gentleman,  a  man  of  honor  and  of  integ- 
rity which  was  never  questioned.  He  was 
loved  not  only  by  his  family  but  by  the  en- 
tire community. ' ' 


GEORGE  W.  MANN. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  and  influen- 
tial citizens  of  Washington  township  is 
George  W.  Mann,  whose  home  is  at  Mount 
Vernon,  on  section  19.  He  has  taken  quite 
a  prominent  part  in  local  politics  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  honorable  county 
board  of  supervisors.  He  was  born  July  18, 
1855,  on  the  farm  which  is  still  his  home 
and  has  always  resided  in  that  locality.  His 
father,  John   Mann,   was   a  native   of  New 
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Jersey  and  came  to  this  state  with  his  par- 
ents, who  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Macomb  county.  He  opened  up  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  his  son  and  became 
one  of  the  prominent  agriculturists  of  the 
community.  In  early  manhood  he  married 
Elizabeth  Pickle,  also  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  they  continued  to  reside  upon  the 
old  homestead  in  Washington  township  until 
their  deaths,  which  occurred  in  the  years 
1885  and  1897,  respectively. 

George  W.  Mann  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
boys  and  received  his  early  education  in 
district  schools,  but  has  largely  added  to 
the  knowledge  there  acquired  by  reading 
and  observation  in  later  years.  He  gave 
his  father  the  benefit  of  his  labors  in  carry- 
ing on  the  farm  until  the  latter \s  death, 
when  he  succeeded  to  the  place  and  to  its 
further  development  and  cultivation  he  has 
since  devoted  his  energies  with  marked  suc- 
cess. Being  a  man  of  good  business  ability 
and  sound  judgment,  as  well  as  thoroughly 
reliable,  he  has  often  been  called  upon  to 
administer  estates  for  others.  Besides  his 
home  place  he  is  also  the  possessor  of  a  well- 
improved  fruit  farm  in  Oregon. 

On  the  24th  of  August,  1904,  Mr.  Mann 
was  united  in  marriage  at  Ionia,  Michigan, 
to  Miss  Ada  L.  MeGrath,  a  daughter  of  The- 
odore T.  MeGrath,  a  native  of  Boston,  Mas- 
sachusetts, who  was  chief  engineer  of  the 
United  States  gunboat  Cumberland  during 
the  Civil  war  and  later  master  mechanic  of 
the  New  Orleans  &  Mobile  Railroad.  Mrs. 
Mann  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and,  having 
received  a  good  education,  she  successfully 
taught  school  for  ten  years  in  Oakland  coun- 
ty, the  last  two  years  teaching  in  the  high 
school  of  Rochester. 

The  republican  party  has  always  found  in 
Mr.  Mann  a  stalwart  supporter  of  its  prin- 
ciples since  he  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  in  1876  and  he  has 
taken  quite  a  prominent  and  influential  part 
in  public  affairs,  being  a  recognized  leader 
of  the  party  in  his  community.  He  has 
served  as  highway  commissioner  and  in  nu- 
merous offices  of  honor  and  trust,  being 
elected  supervisor  in  1901  and  re-elected 
continuously,  so  that  he  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent in  that  office.  He  has  served  on 
a  number  of  important  committees  and  his 
official  duties  have  always  been  most 
promptly  and  faithfully  discharged.  Soci- 
ally he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  holding 
membership  in  the  blue  lodge  at  Rochester, 


the  chapter  at  Romeo  and  the  council  at 
Mount  Clemens,  while  both  Mr.  Mann  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Eastern  Star 
at  Rochester,  Michigan. 


DR.  ABNER  HAYWARD. 

Dr.  Abner  Hayward,  homoeopathic  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  Mount  Clemens,  has  prac- 
ticed medicine  in  Macomb  county  for  forty 
years.  He  came  to  Mount  Clemens  in  1871, 
thirty-four  years  ago,  and  bears  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  first  medical  practitioner  to 
establish  the  efficacy  of  the  mineral  waters  of 
Mount  Clemens  for  medical  bathing  purposes. 

Dr.  Hayward  was  born  in  Johnson,  Rhode 
Island,  September  26,  1829.  His  paternal 
ancestry  can  be  traced  back  to  Richard  Hay- 
ward, a  native  of  England,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century  and  settled  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
where  he  lived  until  he  was  about  eighty  years 
of  age.  His  son,  Richard  Hayward,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  July  29,  1769, 
and  died  at  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island.  Rich- 
ard Hayward,  Jr.,  was  the  father  of  Robert 
Grovenor  Hayward  who  was  born  in  Thomp- 
son, Rhode  island,  March  10,  1800,  and  who 
became  interested  in  the  cotton  mills  while  re- 
siding in  the  east.  He  there  became  acquainted 
with  Miss  Eliza  Cornell,  of  Somerset,  Mary- 
land, whom  he  married  in  Coventry,  Rhode 
Island,  August  23,  1823.  Miss  Cornell  was 
a  niece  of  Ezra  Cornell,  founder  of  Cornell 
University,  at  Ithaca,  New  York.  In  1830, 
Robert  Grovenor  Hayward  removed  to  Mon- 
roe county,  Michigan,  where  he  remained 
seven  years.  In  1837  he  became  a  resident  of 
Ingham  county,  where  he  spent  his  remaining 
years. 

Robert  Grovenor  Hayward  and  Eliza  Cor- 
nell Hayward  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
those  living  being:  Robert,  who  resides  in 
Aurelius,  Ingham  county,  Michigan ;  Abner, 
of  this  review,  and  Harriet,  wife  of  W.  O. 
Gregory,  of  Los  Angeles,  California.  Those 
deceased  are :  Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Henry  and  Jessie,  both  of  whom  died  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years.  The  father  died  in 
1866,  aged  sixty-six  years,  while  the  mother 
passed  away  in  1887,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years. 

Dr.  Abner  Hayward  received  his  early  ed- 
ucation at  Spring  Arbor,  now  Hillsdale  Col- 
lege, and  later  continued  his  studies  at  Michi- 
gan Union  College,  Leoni,  now  removed  to 
Adrian,  Michigan.     He  taught  school  in  Ing- 
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ham  and  Jackson  counties  and  was  school 
inspector  in  Ingham  county  for  several  years. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  at 
Michigan  Center,  Jackson  county,  Michigan. 

Dr.  Hayward  began  the  study  of  medicine 
in  the  office  of  Dr.  McCray,  at  Jackson,  and 
afterward  continued  his  readings  with  Drs. 
Watts  and  Chubb,  at  Grass  Lake,  Michigan. 
In  1860,  he  pursued  a  course  of  study  in  medi- 
cine in  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Aurelius,  Michigan,  where  he  remained  four 
years.  Having  had  his  attention  called  to  the 
homeopathic  method  of  administering  medi- 
cine, he  became  convinced  of  its  superiority 
and  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Cleve- 
land Homeopathic  Hospital  College,  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  graduating  from  that  institution 
in  the  class  of  1866.  Dr.  Hayward  located  in 
Borneo,  Macomb  county,  the  same  year,  where 
he  built  up  a  fine  practice,  enjoying  the  high- 
est reputation  as  a  physician  and  gentleman. 
After  remaining  in  Borneo  five  and  a  half 
years,  in  1871  he  removed  to  Mount  Clemens, 
and  for  a  time  was  the  only  homeopathic 
physician  in  this  city.  He  first  opened  his 
office  in  the  old  American  hotel,  where  the 
Medea  hotel  now  stands.  In  1874  he  pur- 
chased his  present  home  at  No.  99  Cass  avenue, 
and  there  established  his  office.  Thus  Dr.  Hay- 
ward has  been  in  active  practice  in  Macomb 
county  for  forty  years,  thirty-four  of  which 
he  has  been  located  in  Mount  Clemens.  Be- 
tween the  years  1895  and  1898  his  office  was 
located  in  the  Eastman  block,  now  a  portion 
of  the  Medea  property. 

Dr.  Hayward  is  the  oldest  representative  of 
the  medical  profession  in  this  city  and,  as 
before  stated,  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  physician  to  discern  and  make  use 
of  the  curative  properties  of  the  great  mineral 
waters  of  Mount  Clemens.  It  was  in  1872,  the 
year  after  coming  here  from  Borneo,  that  Dr. 
Hayward  first  made  use  of  the  waters  for  his 
patients.  Many  cases  of  rheumatism,  neural- 
gia and  blood  diseases  were  given  baths  under 
his  direction,  in  an  improved  rubber  bathtub 
(there  being  at  that  time  no  bath  house 
thought  of  here) .  Remarkable  cures  were 
the  result  and  the  experiments  he  thus  made 
demonstrated  beyond  a  doubt  the  great  effi- 
cacy of  the  waters. 

The  waters  used  were  from  the  old  original 
well,  which  was  at  that  time  used  for  making 
a  coarse  grade  of  salt,  the  waters  being  too 
strongly  impregnated  with  other  minerals  to 
be  refined  into  a  good  grade  of  table  salt. 
These  properties   were  the  very   ones  which 


have  made  the  waters  such  a  curative  element 
in  the  treatment  of  rheumatism  and  other 
blood  and  skin  diseases.  This  Dr.  Hayward 
was  quick  to  discern,  as  he  had  previously 
compounded  baths  of  the  salts,  sodas,  etc., 
for  the  treatment  of  these  diseases,  and  his 
former  knowledge  of  thermal  treatment  was 
instrumental  in  forming  his  conclusions.  It 
is  owing  to  his  investigations  and  experiments 
in  this  direction  that  there  are  to-day  thou- 
sands who  are  annually  benefited  and  cured 
by  treatment  of  the  mineral  waters  of  this 
city.  All  join  in  giving  Dr.  Abner  Hayward 
the  highest  praise  for  his  profound  scientific 
research. 

Dr.  Hayward  has  been  county  physician  for 
Macomb  county,  and  has  enjoyed  many  honors 
during  his  long  and  successful  professional 
career. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1856,  Dr.  Hayward 
was  married  to  Miss  Alice  J.  Smith,  also  a 
physician,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children  : 
Liliie  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years; 
Charles  Claude,  who  died  in  infancy;  Maude 
Louise,  a  talented  musician,  who  has  attained 
great  success  as  supervisor  of  music  and  draw- 
ing in  the  public  schools  of  this  and  other 
states;  and  Frank  Harold,  an  eminent  artist 
who  enjoys  an  international  reputation  as  a 
figure  and  landscape  painter  of  the  highest 
merit,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  book.  The 
two  grandchildren,  Olive  Belle  and  Alice 
Louise  (Frank  Harold  Hayward 's  children), 
are  among  the  doctor's  greatest  treasures. 

Fraternally  the  doctor  is  connected  with 
Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  F.  &  A.  M.,  hav- 
ing been  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a 
Master  Mason  February  21,  1856,  in  the  lodge 
at  Eaton  Rapids,  Michigan,  No.  63.  He  has 
therefore  been  identified  with  the  fraternity 
for  fifty  years.  He  also  belongs  to  the  chapter, 
in  which  he  has  held  many  offices,  and  the 
council.  His  interests,  however,  center  in  his 
profession.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  Society,  and  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Homeopathy.  He  has  the  entire 
respect  of  his  fellow  practitioners.  His  many 
friends  and  patrons,  among  whom  are  the  best 
families  of  this  city  and  county,  cling  to  him 
as  their  family  physician,  besides  patients 
who  annually  come  to  him  from  various  parts 
of  the  country  for  medical  treatment  and 
consultation  concerning  the  baths. 

The  doctor  is  still  very  active  and  attends 
to  his  patrons  with  that  skill  and  success 
which  long  experience  and  a  successful  career 
only  make  possible.     He  is  a  man  of  genial 
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disposition  and  affable  temperament,  and  the 
circle  of  his  friends  is  very  extensive. 


DR.  ALICE  J.  HAYWARD. 

Dr.  Alice  J.  Hayward,  whose  skill  as  a 
practitioner  of  medicine  is  widely  acknowl- 
edged in  Mount  Clemens,  where  she  is  actively 
engaged  in  practice,  was  born  in  New  York 
and  is  the  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Elizabeth 
(Patterson)  Smith,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  spent  the 
earlier  years  of  their  married  life  in  the  state 
of  New  York.  In  1845  they  removed  to  Jack- 
son county,  Michigan,  where  Mr.  Smith  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death,  dying  of  apoplexy  in  his  forty-ninth 
year.  Mrs.  Smith  survived  her  husband  many 
years,  dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two. 

They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  now  living.  The  eldest 
son,  Samuel  P.,  was  a  major  in  the  Civil  war 
and  a  captain  in  the  United  States  service  at 
the  close  of  hostilities  between  the  north  and 
south.  He  subsequently  resigned  his  com- 
mand in  the  army  and  settled  in  Kansas, 
where  he  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  exten- 
sively stocked,  and  is  nowT  one  of  the  most 
successful  stock-raisers  of  that  state.  Charles 
II.  and  Alonzo  S.  are  extensive  farmers  and 
stock-raisers,  the  former  in  Jackson  county, 
Michigan,  and  the  latter  in  Kansas.  The  two 
youngest  sons,  Marsenor  and  Henry,  died 
during  the  last  year  of  the  Rebellion,  Marse- 
nor dying  in  California  and  Henry,  after 
nearly  three  years  spent  in  valiant  service  for 
his  country,  was  killed  in  battle  at  Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  Mrs.  Adelia  Prudden,  the  eldest 
daughter,  spends  her  declining  days  at  her 
home  in  Eureka,  Kansas,  and  at  the  various 
homes  of  her  children.  Mrs.  Lizzie  P.  Jones 
(the  second  daughter)  also  a  widow,  is  living 
in  Lake  City,  Minnesota,  wThere  she  has  spent 
all  of  her  married  life.  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Holmes  Tabor,  who  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  government  for  many  years,  is  now  living 
at  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Frances,  the  young- 
est daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Lucius  A.  Watts, 
a  stockman  living  in  Brooklyn,  Michigan.  The 
second  daughter  died  in  infancy.  Both  the 
Smith  and  Patterson  families  were  established 
in  New  England  at  an  early  day  and  came 
from  a  worthy  ancestry. 

Alice  J.  Smith,  the  fourth  daughter  and 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Dr.  Abner  Hayward  on  the  12th  of  August, 


1856.  Of  their  four  children  two  died  in  in- 
fancy, Lillie  J.  and  Charles  Claude.  Maude 
Louise,  the  second  daughter,  has  added  to  her 
fine  education  a  thorough  knowledge  of  music 
and  drawing,  which  has  made  her  especially 
successful  as  supervisor  of  these  subjects  in 
the  public  schools.  Frank  Harold,  who  has 
achieved  fame  as  an  artist,  both  in  this  coun- 
try and  Europe,  was  born  in  Romeo,  Macomb 
county,  Michigan.  At  an  early  age  his  supe- 
rior artistic  ability  was  recognized  by  his 
parents  and  after  executing  some  marvelous 
work,  the  best  artistic  talent  was  secured  for 
his  instruction.  This  love  for  art  is  an  in- 
heritance from  his  mother  who  in  her  younger 
days  and  also  in  middle  life  executed  work 
of  a  superior  quality.  In  the  maternal  line 
she  comes  of  a  family  noted  for  its  artistic 
taste.  One  ancestor  coming  from  Rome  to 
England,  achieved  great  fame  and  was 
knighted  in  recognition  of  artistic  decorations 
which  wrere  superior  to  anything  preceding  it 
in  that  country. 

When  a  child  Mrs.  Hayward  had  only  the 
advantages  of  the  country  school,  but  later 
she  became  a  student  at  the  Michigan  Union 
College  and  eventually  became  a  teacher  in 
that  institution.  It  was  during  this  time  that 
she  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Abner 
Hayward,  he  being  a  student  there,  and  the 
friendship  thus  formed  ultimately  resulted 
in  their  marriage.  Becoming  greatly  inter- 
ested in  her  husband's  work  as  a  physician 
she  unconsciously  gained  a  knowledge  that 
was  recognized  by  his  patrons,  and  realizing 
her  adaptation  to  the  work,  became  a  faithful 
student  and  assistant  to  her  husband.  Mrs. 
Hayward  pursued  a  course  of  study  in  the 
Detroit  Homeopathic  Medical  College  when 
there  were  comparatively  few  women  engaged 
in  the  profession  and  has  had  a  strong  influ- 
ence in  overcoming  the  prejudice  that  former- 
ly existed  against  women  practitioners.  She 
joined  her  husband  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, and  together  they  have  done  an  immense 
business,  being  recognized  as  among  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  profession.  Her  intuitive 
knowledge  enabled  her  to  diagnose  a  case  cor- 
rectly, while  after  a  great  amount  of  study 
others  were  in  doubt.  Her  patients  are  in- 
spired with  confidence  and  she  has  been  the 
family  physician  in  many  of  the  leading  fam- 
ilies in  Mount  Clemens  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  Patients  come  to  her  from  different 
parts  of  the  country,  having  learned  of  her 
skill  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  cases  and 
also  for  the  treatment  of  cancers,  in  which  she 
is  especially  successful. 
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Hers  has  been  a  busy  life.  Aside  from  her 
professional  duties,  she  has  capably  managed 
her  household  affairs  and  been  a  thoughtful 
and  careful  mother  in  the  care  and  education 
of  her  children.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Ladies  Literary  Club  and  also  of  the  Art  Cul- 
ture Club,  of  Mount  Clemens. 

In  early  life  she  became  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  her  life  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  church  work.  When  coming  to 
Mount  Clemens  the  dilapidated  condition  of 
the  church  of  her  choice  was  such  that  it 
called  for  the  best  efforts  of  its  people  for  its 
upbuilding.  Her  naturally  strong  intellect, 
refinement  and  general  knowledge,  added  to 
her  spiritual  interest  in  the  church,  caused 
them  to  turn  to  her  as  a  leader  in  church 
work,  and  the  small  salary  of  eight  hundred 
dollars  which  was  formerly  paid  to  their  pas- 
tor, was  raised  to  a  proper  amount,  and  even- 
tually a  new  church  was  built, 

And  now  after  all  these  years  of  mental 
strain  Dr.  Alice  Ilayward  has  lost  none  of  her 
buoyancy  of  spirit.  She  is  interested  in  her 
literary  pursuits,  in  the  advance  of  medical 
science,  and  prescribes  for  her  patients  with 
an  assurance  that  her  many  years  of  successful 
experience  gives  her. 


REV.  C.  J.  KENNEDY. 

Rev.  C.  J.  Kennedy,  who  is  in  charge  of 
St.  Peter's  parish  at  Mount  Clemens,  was 
born  in  Perth,  Ontario,  Canada,  May  17, 
1858,  and  is  of  Irish  ancestry.  His  father, 
Cornelius  Kennedy,  crossing  the  Atlantic  to 
America,  settled  first  in  Quebec  and  after- 
ward removed  to  the  city  of  Oswego,  New 
York,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mechanical 
pursuits.  Later  he  went  to  Perth,  Ontario, 
and  finally  settled  at  Port  Huron,  Michi- 
gan, in  1880.  There  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing days,  his  death  occurring  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  seventy -two  years.  His 
wife,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was  Miss  Mary 
Sheehy,  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 
In  their  family  were  eight  children,  of 
whom  the  Rev.  C.  J.  Kennedy  is  the  fifth 
in  order  of  birth.  Four  of  the  number  were 
teachers  and  those  still  living  are :  Ann, 
Margaret,  C.  J.,  James  and  Katherine.  Three 
of  the  number  died  in  infancy. 

Rev.  C.  J.  Kennedy  pursued  his  classical 
studies  in  Ottawa,  Canada,  and  studied  the- 
ology in  Baltimore,  Maryland.  He  was  as- 
sistant to  Rev.  F.  A.  O'Brien,  of  Kalamazoo. 


Michigan,  for  one  year  and  afterward  be- 
came pastor  of  the  Catholic  church,  at  Hast- 
ings, Michigan.  He  also  ministered  to  the 
Catholic  church  at  Charlotte,  Nashville  and 
Eaton  Rapids,  Michigan,  and  on  the  28th 
of  January,  1902,  came  to  Mount  Clemens 
as  pastor  of  St.  Peter's  parish,  succeeding 
the  Rev.  J.  A.  Van  Hoonissen,  wrho  died  on 
the  13th  of  January  of  that  year. 

Since  coming  to  Mount  Clemens  Father 
Kennedy  has  done  effective  work.  He  super- 
vised the  remodeling  of  the  school  and  the 
placing  of  a  steam-heating  plant  for  the 
church  and  school,  wrhich  was  put  in  place 
at  a  cost  of  thirty-one  thousand  dollars.  The 
first  year  of  his  pastorate  here  he  effaced 
the  church  debt  of  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  The  foundation  stone  of  the 
present  St.  Peter's  church  was  laid  in  1882 
and  the  house  of  worship  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  pa- 
rochial schoolhouse  wras  built  in  1889  at  a 
cost  of  eleven  thousand  dollars  and  the  con- 
vent and  rectory  were  erected  at  a  cost  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  while  the  furnishings 
amounted  to  nine  thousand  dollars,  making 
a  total  cost  of  the  church  property  sixty 
thousand  dollars.  In  1903-4  the  school  was 
remodeled  and  enlarged,  being  supplied 
with  all  modern  equipments  and  is  now  one 
of  the  best  schools  of  the  diocese.  In  con- 
nection with  the  grammar  grades  it  has  been 
decided  to  establish  a  complete  high  school 
course.  St.  Peter's  parish  represents  about 
seven  hundred  families.  Through  generous 
donations,  the  monthly  collections  and  other 
means,  Rev.  C.  J.  Kennedy  has  been  enabled 
to  pay  eleven  thousand  dollars  toward  im- 
provements on  the  church  property.  He  is 
devoted  to  his  work,  which  he  performs  in 
a  conscientious  manner,  and  the  different 
branches  of  the  church  activity  are  now  in 
a  thriving  condition. 


FELIX  RANDALL. 


Felix  Randall,  now  deceased,  was  wfell 
known  as  a  pioneer  settler  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty, where  he  took  up  his  abode  in  1837.  The 
Indians  were  still  numerous  in  the  state  and 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival  over  this  great  dis- 
trict the  large  forests  were  found  just  as 
they  had  come  from  the  hand  of  nature.  The 
rivers  were  unbridged  and  few  roads  had 
been  made.  In  fact,  there  was  little  evidence 
of  the  reclamation  of  the  district  by  the 
white  men  and  Felix  Randall  found  ample 
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opportunity  to  assist  in  the  arduous  work 
of  reclaiming  the  locality  for  the  uses  of 
civilization.  He  was  born  in  New  York, 
October  8,  1812,  his  parents  being  John  and 
Sarah  (Smith)  Randall,  who  were  natives 
of  Orange  county,  New  York.  When  he 
was  eight  years  of  age  he  went  with  his  par- 
ents to  Canada,  where  they  lived  until  1833 
and  then  removed  to  Ohio,  where  the  fath- 
er's death  occurred  in  1858,  when  he  was 
sixty-seven  years  of  age.  His  wife  died  in 
Illinois  in  1873  at  the  advanced  age  of  eigh- 
ty-four years. 

Felix  Randall  came  to  Macomb  county  in 
1837,  removing  to  this  state  from  Talmage 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio.  The  jour- 
ney was  made  with  a  team  of  oxen  and  wag- 
on and  he  brought  with  him  a  chest  of 
tools,  his  clothes  and  a  barrel  of  pork.  He 
settled  on  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  on  sections  31  and  32,  Richmond  town- 
ship, which  tract  he  had  entered  from  the 
government  two  years  previous,  and  the 
deed  to  this  land,  signed  by  President  Van 
Buren,  is  still  in  possession  of  his  son  Arthur, 
who  is  living  upon  the  old  homestead.  Diffi- 
culties and  obstacles  were  encountered  by 
him  in  his  attempt  to  establish  a  frontier 
home,  but  he  bravely  met  the  hardships  and 
trials  which  always  form  a  part  of  the  life 
of  the  frontier  settler.  He  developed  a  good 
farm  property  owing  to  his  life  of  unre- 
mitting diligence  and  enterprise,  and  he  also 
took  an  active  part  in  the  advancement  of 
public  interests  and  in  all  measures  calcu- 
lated to  benefit  his  fellowmen.  He  held  va- 
rious official  positions  in  his  township  and 
was  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance  and  a 
champion  of  all  that  is  right,  true  and  just. 
His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  re- 
publican party  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Patrons  of  Industry. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1838,  Mr.  Randall  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maria  Ingraham, 
a  daughter  of  Asa  Ingraham,  of  Canada,  in 
which  country  she  was  born  April  13,  1818. 
By  this  marriage  there  were  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Climena,  who 
was  born  June  7,  1839,  and  is  the  wife  of 
M.  M.  Harris,  of  Richmond  township;  Ma- 
tilda, who  was  born  December  17,  1843,  and 
is  the  wife  of  John  T.  Hodges,  of  Richmond 
township;  Robert  A.,  a  resident  of  Lenox 
township,  born  May  5,  1847;  Edward,  of 
Richmond  township,  born  August  3,  1849; 
Phoebe,  who  was  born  April  1,  1852,  and  is 
the  wife  of  M.  P.  Bates,  of  Richmond  town- 
ship ;  and  Arthur  F.,  of  Richmond  township, 


born  November  3,  1858.  Those  deceased  are : 
Sarah  M.,  who  was  born  October  23,  1841, 
became  the  wife  of  A.  L.  Abbey,  of  De- 
corah,  Iowa,  and  died  February  28,  1891; 
and  Helen,  who  was  born  November  17, 
1855,  and  died  March  22,  1856.  Mrs.  Ran- 
dall's parents  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Richmond  township,  where  her  father  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  shoemaking.  Of  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children  only  one  is  now  liv- 
ing, Daniel  Ingraham,  who  resides  in  Plain- 
well,  Michigan. 

Felix  Randall  was  a  quiet  man  but  of  gen- 
ial disposition,  and  was  universally  liked. 
He  was  prosperous  in  his  business  affairs 
and  yet  his  success  was  not  due  to  any  finan- 
cial combination  of  circumstances  but  re- 
sulted from  untiring  energy  and  persever- 
ance. He  knew  the  value  of  labor  and  he 
put  forth  his  best  effort  to  provide  for  his 
family.  In  all  life's  relations  he  was 
straightforward  and  honorable,  never  neg- 
lecting a  duty,  whether  of  a  public  or  pri- 
vate nature,  and  he  valued  his  own  self-re- 
spect as  infinitely  more  preferable  to  wealth 
or  public  honors.  His  death  occurred  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1889,  and  caused  deep  regret 
among  his  associates.  His  funeral  was 
largely  attended  by  the  Patrons  of  Indus- 
try and  by  many  friends  outside  of  that 
organization.  His  wife  passed  away  De- 
cember 5,  1898,  and  thus  were  called  from 
this  life  two  of  the  respected  and  worthy  set- 
tlers of  Macomb  county. 


THOMAS  K.  McINNIS. 

Thomas  K.  Mclnnis  is  a  representative  of 
farming,  stockraising  and  dairying  interests 
in  Macomb  county  and  makes  his  home  on 
section  22,  Ray  township.  A  good  farm 
property  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
there  yields  him  golden  harvests,  while  in 
the  pastures  are  found  high  grades  of  stock 
which  he  raises  and  feeds.  He  dates  his  resi- 
dence in  the  state  from  1865.  He  was  born 
in  Ontario,  Canada,  on  Owen  sound,  March 
24,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Mclnnis  and 
a  brother  of  Alexander  Mclnnis,  who  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work. 

When  a  lad  of  about  eight  years  Thomas 
K.  Mclnnis  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Macomb  county,  the  family  locating  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides.  He  assisted  in 
opening  up  this  place  for  cultivation  and  in 
the  winter  months  he  attended  the  country 
schools,  acquiring  a  good  practical  English 
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education.  His  training  in  farm  labor  was 
not  meager  and  he  gained  practical  experi- 
ence, the  value  of  which  has  been  proven  in 
the  years  of  his  active  life.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  the  latter's  death,  when 
he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs 
in  the  old  homestead.  He  has  since  greatly 
improved  the  place  by  the  erection  of  new 
buildings,  including  a  good  frame  residence 
and  substantial  barns.  He  has  also  fenced 
and  tiled  the  place  and  he  uses  the  latest 
improved  machinery  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  fields.  In  addition  to  the  raising  of  the 
cereals  he  also  raises  good  grades  of  stock 
and  is  widely  acknowledged  as  a  successful 
farmer  and  stock-dealer.  Mr.  Mclnnis  is  also 
a  stockholder  in  the  Creamery  Association 
at  Davis  and  supplies  milk  to  the  creamery 
located  there.  He  was  likewise  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  New  Haven  Savings  Bank, 
becoming  one  of  the  original  stockholders 
and  has  continuously  served  as  vice  presi- 
dent. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  1887,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Mclnnis  and  Miss  Min- 
nie Robertson,  who  was  born  at  Marine  City, 
St.  Clair  county,  Michigan,  a  daughter  of 
David  C.  Robertson,  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  Ray  township.  There  were  three 
children  by  this  union:  Lottie  C,  William 
E.  and  John  A. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Mclnnis  has 
been  a  life-long  republican,  voting  for  each 
presidential  nominee  of  the  party  since  cast- 
ing his  first  ballot  for  James  A.  Garfield. 
He  has  been  elected  and  served  as  highway 
commissioner,  filling  the  office  for  several  years 
and  for  four  years  was  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  served  on  the  school  board  for  twenty 
years,  was  district  assessor  for  twenty  years 
and  is  a  warm  friend  of  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, believing  in  the  employment  of  compe- 
tent teachers  and  in  the  maintenance  of  good 
schools.  He  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  the 
county  conventions  of  his  party  and  is  in- 
terested in  all  that  pertains  to  the  political, 
social  and  material  upbuilding  of  the  com- 
munity. His  wife  attends  the  Union  church 
and  although  he  is  not  a  member  of  the 
church  he  contributes  generously  to  its  sup- 
port. Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  New 
Haven  and  also  with  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  Through  forty  years'  residence 
on  one  farm  he  has  demonstrated  his  capa- 
bility in  handling  agricultural  and  financial 
interests  and  his  place  to-day  is  a  monument 
to  his  enterprise  and  skill.     Moreover   he  is 


recognized  as  a  gentleman  of  kindly  manner 
and  social  disposition  and  is  well  known  as 
a  public-spirited  citizen. 


GEORGE  H.  BEATTY. 

George  H.  Beatty,  now  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  early  residents  of  Macomb  county.  He 
was  born  in  Burlington,  Vermont,  May  20, 
1822,  a  son  of  Jasper  Beatty,  also  a  native 
of  that  state.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were 
there  passed  and  his  education  acquired  in 
the  public  schools  there.  When  a  young 
man  he  learned  the  harness  maker 's  trade  at 
Burlington,  and  on  leaving  the  Green  Moun- 
tain state  in  1840  removed  to  New  York, 
where  he  worked  for  a  time.  Becoming  ill, 
he  was  advised  by  his  physician,  who  was 
an  old  acquaintance,  to  take  a  sea  voyage, 
and  he  accordingly  spent  the  following  three 
years  on  the  water  as  a  sailor,  returning 
much  benefited  in  health.  He  then  located 
at  Schroon  Lake,  New  York,  where  he  con- 
ducted a  harness  shop  for  about  five  years. 
It  was  then  his  intention  to  go  to  California, 
but  as  the  reports  which  he  heard  concern- 
ing that  state  were  not  favorable,  he  went 
instead  to  Massachusetts,  residing  for  sev- 
eral years  at  Chicopee  Falls,  where  he 
worked  in  a  machine  shop. 

In  1854  Mr.  Beatty  came  to  Michigan, 
making  the  journey  from  Detroit  to  Mount 
Clemens  by  stage  in  the  month  of  March.  It 
required  an  entire  day  to  travel  from  one 
city  to  the  other  at  that  time.  Mr.  Beatty 
bought  land  on  the  plank  road,  near  Fraser, 
Macomb  county,  and  resided  thereon  for 
some  years,  during  which  time  he  supplied 
the  railroad  companies  with  ties  and  wood. 
As  the  years  passed  he  prospered  in  his  un- 
dertakings and,  saving  from  his  earnings  a 
goodly  sum,  he  was  enabled  to  live  retired 
for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  his  death. 
He  made  judicious  investment  in  real  estate 
and  his  property  interests  returned  him  a 
good  income.  He  had  considerable  property 
in  the  village  of  Lenox,  also  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  three  miles  below  Mount 
Clemens  and  property  in  Virginia. 

Mr.  Beatty  was  married  September  11, 
1845,  to  Miss  Jane  G.  Gilbert,  a  native  of 
Burlington,  Vermont,  and  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Catherine  (Campbell)  Gilbert. 
Her  father  spent  almost  his  entire  life  in 
the  Green  Mountain  state.  Her  mother  was 
a  native  of  Scotland  and  a  relative  of  Rob- 
ert Burns,  the  poet.     She  frequently  told  of 
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his  visits  to  her  home  when  she  was  a  young 
girl.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beatty  had  two  chil- 
dren, Charles  and  Carrie. 

Mr.  Beatty  was  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  held  other  local  offices.  After  a 
residence  of  more  than  half  a  century  in 
Macomb  county  he  passed  away  in  April, 
1901,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His 
wife  still  survives  him  and  is  now,  in  1905, 
eighty-four  years  of  age.  She  yet  enjoys 
good  health  and  her  faculties  are  unim- 
paired. 


F.  B.  WOLCOTT. 


F.  B.  Wolcott  is  proprietor  of  the  Eay 
Center  Flouring  Mills  and  a  partner  in  the 
Mineral  City  Mills  at  Mount  Clemens  and 
also  devotes  his  attention  to  farming  inter- 
ests and  makes  his  home  on  section  16,  Ray 
township.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
county  since  1878.  He  was  born  in  Brad- 
ford county,  Pennsylvania,  January  25, 
1845,  his  birthplace  being  the  town  of  Ath- 
ens. His  father,  J.  P.  Wolcott,  was  born 
in  New  York  in  1824  and  was  a  son  of  Eras- 
tus  Wolcott,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Empire  state  and  served  as  a  soldier  of 
the  war  of  1812.  J.  P.  Wolcott  was  reared 
in  Pennsylvania  and  was  married  there  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Rogers,  whose  birth  occurred 
near  Catskill,  New  York.  Mr.  Wolcott  was 
a  mechanic  and  millwright  and  also  enaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  At  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war,  aroused  by  a  spirit  of  pa- 
triotism, he  enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  Union, 
joining  Company  K  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-first  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 
With  this  command  he  served  in  the  war 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta, 
where  he  sustained  wounds.  Following  the 
close  of  hostilities  he  removed  to  the  west, 
settling  in  the  town  of  Reynolds,  in  Jeffer- 
son county,  Nebraska.  He  spent  his  last 
years  upon  a  farm  there  and  died  about 
1897,  when  seventy-three  years  of  age.  His 
wife  still  survives  him  and  is  now  a  well- 
preserved  lady  of  seventy-eight  years.  In 
their  family  were  three  children,  the  eld- 
est being  P.  E.  Wolcott,  of  Reynolds,  Ne- 
braska. Eliza  reached  mature  years  and 
was  married,  but  is  now  deceased. 

F.  B.  Wolcott  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Pennsylvania  and  attended  the  public 
schools  there.  He  afterward  worked  in  a 
sawmill  and  became  familiar  with  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  lumber  and  shingles. 


He  was  thus  employed  during  the  period  of 
the  war  and  later  he  went  to  the  west,  go- 
ing to  Wisconsin  in  1865,  while  subsequently 
he  went  to  Nebraska,  Wyoming,  Utah  and 
California.  Making  his  way  to  Sacramento 
he  worked  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  for 
a  year  or  so.  He  continued  in  the  far  west 
for  two  years  and  then  returned  to  Nebras- 
ka, where  he  joined  his  father's  family. 
There  he  homesteaded  a  tract  of  land  and 
improved  his  place,  continuing  its  cultiva- 
tion for  nine  years.  He  then  traded  his 
farm  for  a  mill  in  Ray  Center  and  also  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  resides.  In  1878 
he  located  upon  this  place  and  took  charge 
of  the  lumber  business  here.  He  has  rebuilt 
the  old  mill,  put  in  new  and  improved  ma- 
chinery and  otherwise  made  his  plant  a  mod- 
ern property,  turning  out  an  excellent  prod- 
uct. He  has  built  a  new  residence  and  barn 
and  has  made  a  nice  place,  and  the  various 
branches  of  his  business  are  being  well  man- 
aged, so  that  he  receives  a  good  financial 
return  annually.  The  Ray  Center  Mill  was 
built  in  1847  of  native  timber  and  lumber, 
all  of  which  was  cut  and  sawed  near  here. 
The  mill  is  operated  by  water  power  for  the 
custom  trade.  Mr.  Wolcott,  however,  re- 
built the  mill  and  installed  new  and  mod- 
ern machinery,  together  with  an  excellent 
engine  which  is  for  use  when  the  water  is 
too  low  to  furnish  sufficient  power  for  grind- 
ing. 

Mr.  Wolcott  was  married  in  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska, November  4,  1870,  to  Miss  Anna  C. 
Callahan,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  was 
brought  to  America  when  a  maiden  of  thir- 
teen years  and  was  reared  in  Nebraska. 
Twelve  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wolcott,  namely:  A.  E.  and  John 
P.,  who  are  associated  with  their  father  in 
business  and  who  own  and  operate  the  Min- 
eral City  Mills  at  Mount  Clemens ;  Fred  H., 
who  is  also  interested  in  the  milling  business 
with  his  brothers ;  William  IT.,  a  young  man 
at  home,  who  assists  in  the  operation  of  the 
mill  at  Ray  Center;  Frank  0. ;  Lewis  J. ;  Re- 
becca, who  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Miller,  of 
New  Haven;  Ida  May,  the  wife  of  W.  C. 
Poyer,  of  Denver;  Anna,  who  was  formerly 
a  teacher  and  is  now  a  trained  nurse  in  De- 
troit ;  Rosa  M.,  a  student  in  the  Mount  Clem- 
ens high  school;  and  Mary  and  Lillie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolcott  are  members  of  the 
Union  church  at  Ray  Center  and  he  is  serv- 
ing as  one  of  its  trustees.  He  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  lodge  at  Davis  and  he  is  a  re- 
publican, earnest  in  support  of  the  party  but 
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never  seeking  office.  He  is  a  man  of  good 
business  ability  and  judgment  and  has  lived 
a  useful  life,  accomplishing  what  he  has  un- 
dertaken and  proving  a  valued  factor  in  the 
community  because  of  his  business  activity 
and  his  public-spirited  citizenship.  He  has 
a  good  residence  and  the  improved  condition 
of  the  mill  and  its  surroundings  all  display 
thrift  and  care.  The  Wolcott  home  is  noted 
for  its  generous  hospitality,  the  many  friends 
of  the  family  receiving  a  gracious  welcome 
there,  and  no  history  of  the  community 
would  be  complete  without  mention  of  F. 
B.  Wolcott. 


C.  C.  THOEINGTON. 


C.  C.  Thorington,  a  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Thorington  &  McKay,  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  legal  profession  of  Macomb 
county,  actively  engaged  in  practice  in  Ro- 
meo. He  is  a  native  son  of  this  county,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Washington  township,  July 
16,  1864.  His  father,  James  M.  Thorington, 
was  also  born  in  this  county  on  the  same 
farm  where  occurred  the  birth  of  his  son. 
The  grandfather,  James  Thorington,  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  portion  of 
the  state,  locating  here  in  the  early  '30s.  He 
secured  wild  land,  which  he  cleared,  and 
thereon  he  built  a  house  and  opened  up  a 
farm.  James  M.  Thorington  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  the  old  farm  homestead  and 
after  arriving  at  years  of  maturity  he  wed- 
ded Mary  Starkweather,  who  was  also  born 
in  Macomb  county.  Mr.  Thorington  is  now 
a  well-to-do  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Wash- 
ington township,  having  devoted  his  entire 
life  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  so  directed 
his  efforts  as  to  win  prosperity  because  of 
his  diligence,  perseverance  and  capable 
management. 

C.  C.  Thorington  was  reared  in  Macomb 
county  and  educated  in  the  home  schools 
and  the  high  school  at  Romeo.  He  after- 
ward pursued  a  course  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor 
and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1893. 
He  then  opened  a  law  office  in  Romeo,  where 
he  has  since  been  in  active  practice  for  more 
than  a  decade,  and  from  the  beginning  he 
has  been  successful,  having  secured  a  large 
clientage,  which  many  an  older  practitioner 
might  well  envy.  He  is  quick  to  master  all 
the  intricacies  of  a  case  and  grasp  all  de- 
tails, at  the  same  time  losing  sight  of  none 
of  the  essential  points  upon  which  the  deci- 


sion of  every  case  finally  turns.  As  a  speak- 
er he  is  fluent,  forcible,  earnest,  logical  and 
convincing.  Mr.  Thorington  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Macomb  county  and  is  its  treasurer 
at  the  present  time. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Thorington  has 
always  been  a  stalwart  republican,  taking 
an  active  interest  in  the  local  work  of  the 
party,  and  he  was  elected  and  served  on 
the  village  board  for  one  or  two  terms.  He 
was  also  for  one  term  its  president  and  is 
now  the  village  attorney,  a  position  which 
he  has  filled  for  five  years.  He  has,  however, 
never  been  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office- 
seeking,  preferring  rather  to  give  his  time 
and  energies  to  his  profession,  yet  he  has 
faithfully  fulfilled  all  the  duties  of  citizen- 
ship that  have  devolved  upon  him  whether 
in  official  or  other  relations. 

Mr.  Thorington  was  married,  in  Romeo,  in 
1891,  to  Miss  Jean  Greenshields,  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  William  Greenshields,  who  is  repre- 
sented elsewhere  in  this  work.  They  now 
have  one  son,  William  J.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  church  of 
Romeo,  and  Mr.  Thorington  is  prominent  in 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  taken  the  de- 
grees of  the  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery 
in  this  city.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine  at  Detroit.  He  is  one  of  the 
active  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Ro- 
meo, thoroughly  identified  with  its  people, 
its  necessities  and  its  prosperity,  and  he  en- 
joys the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity in  a  high  degree. 


BERT  CORBYN  PRESTON. 

Bert  Corbyn  Preston,  identified  with 
many  interests  which  constitute  the  basis  of 
business  activity  and  prosperity  in  Armada, 
is  to-day  a  most  prominent  factor  in  com- 
mercial and  financial  circles  here,  and  his 
inherent  force  of  character,  keen  discrimina- 
tion and  persistent  energy  have  constituted 
the  basis  of  a  success  which  is  as  creditable 
as  it  is  desirable.  He  was  born  in  Armada 
township  January  2,  1859,  his  parents  being 
William  E.  and  Lovina  L.  (Leonard)  Pres- 
ton. The  father  was  born  in  Eastford,  Con- 
necticut, June  20,  1822,  and  the  mother's 
birth  occurred  in  Woodstock,  that  state,  on 
the  19th  of  June,  1824.  He  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1855,  following  that  pursuit  here  and  also 
devoting  much  of  his  time  to  farming  until 
1867,   when  he  became   a  merchant  of  Ar- 
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mada.  There  he  conducted  a  general  store 
until  1889,  meeting  with  creditable  success 
and  through  the  four  succeeding  years  he 
was  postmaster  at  the  town.  He  and  his 
wife  still  reside  here  and  he  is  now  living 
retired. 

Bert  C.  Preston,  having  acquired  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Armada,  continued  his  studies  in  the  high 
school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1878.  Later  he  pursued  a  two  years' 
course  in  law  at  the  Michigan  State  Univer- 
sity, at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated with  the  class  of  1881.  Opening  an 
office  for  practice  in  Armada  he  was  thus 
identified  with  the  legal  fraternity  of  Ma- 
comb county  until  1885,  when  he  established 
the  private  bank  of  Bert  C.  Preston,  con- 
ducting the  same  as  its  proprietor  until  1901, 
when  he  organized  the  Armada  SavingsBank, 
a  state  bank  capitalized  for  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  He  has  continuously  been  at  the 
head  of  this  institution  as  its  president.  He 
inaugurated  a  safe,  conservative  policy  that 
has  commended  the  institution  to  the  con- 
fidence and  support  of  the  general  public, 
and  his  ventures  as  a  banker  have  been  at- 
tended with  gratifying  success.  Not  to  this 
enterprise  alone,  however,  has  Mr.  Preston 
directed  his  efforts.  He  owns  a  farm  of 
sixty  acres  in  Berlin  township,  St.  Clair 
county,  and  he  platted  an  addition  to  the 
village  of  Armada,  known  as  "Preston's  ad- 
dition/' which  contains  twenty-four  lots.  He 
is  likewise  a  stockholder  in  the  United  States 
Savings  Bank,  at  Detroit,  which  is  capital- 
ized for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Port  Huron 
Engine  &  Thresher  Company  and  the  De- 
troit &  Cleveland  Navigation  Company.  He 
gives  personal  supervision  to  his  varied  in- 
terests and  investments  and  in  business  cir- 
cles is  well  known  for  his  sound  judgment 
and  wise  counsel,  which  have  proved  a  stim- 
ulus  to   many  successful   enterprises. 

In  matters  of  citizenship,  equally  practi- 
cal and  helpful,  he  served  as  township  clerk 
for  a  year,  beginning  in  1882,  and  was  town- 
ship treasurer  from  1888  until  1890.  He 
was  village  treasurer  in  1886  and  again  in 
1900,  and  has  performed  each  public  serv- 
ice with  the  utmost  fidelity  and  dispatch.  In 
politics  he  is  an  independent  republican,  but 
while  he  has  held  some  local  offices  he  could 
never  be  called  a  politician  in  the  sense  of 
office-seeking. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1883,  Mr.  Pres- 
ton  was   married    in    Biddeford,    Maine,    to 


Miss  Belle  Bliss,  a  daughter  of  Wallace  and 
Louise  Bliss.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Preston  are 
members  of  the  Armada  Congregational 
church  and  he  has  membership  relations 
with  Harmony  lodge,  No.  143,  P.  &  A.  M., 
the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters  and  the 
Knights  of  Modern  Maccabees.  Endowed  by 
nature  with  a  strong  character  he  has  de- 
veloped and  strengthened  his  latent  pow- 
ers, becoming  a  successful  business  man,  and 
yet  his  interests  are  not  so  self-centered  that 
he  excludes  co-operation  with  measures  for 
the  general  good,  nor  assistance  to  those 
who  have  claim  upon  the  sympathies  and 
aid  of  their  fellowmien. 


ANDREW   T.   DONALDSON. 

Honored  and  respected  by  all,  there  is  no 
man  in  Mount  Clemens  who  occupies  a  more 
prominent  or  enviable  position  than  A.  T. 
Donaldson,  for  the  extent  of  his  business  in- 
terests gives  him  pre-eminence  in  this  direc- 
tion. His  position,  however,  is  due  not  alone 
to  his  prosperity,  but  results  from  his  probity 
and  the  honorable,  straightforward  business 
policy  he  has  ever  followed.  He  has  risen 
from  the  ranks,  with  no  outside  aid  or  ad- 
vantages to  assist  him,  and  through  the  in- 
herent force  of  his  own  character,  his  recog- 
nition and  utilization  of  opportunity  and 
above  all  his  unremitting  industry,  he  stands 
to-day  a  leader  among  men  in  his  adopted 
city.  His  life  is  an  exemplification  of  the 
term,  the  "dignity  of  labor." 

Mr.  Donaldson  is  a  native  of  the  north  of 
Ireland,  born  September  20,  1843,  his  par- 
ents being  James  and  Isabella  (True)  Don- 
aldson, of  Scotch  descent.  The  father  came 
with  his  family  to  Mount  Clemens  in  the 
spring  of  1844  and  here  he  was  first  engaged 
on  the  construction  of  the  old  Clinton  and 
Kalamazoo  canal.  He  afterward  followed 
his  trade  of  blacksmithing.  In  the  family 
were  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  Andrew  T.,  William  S.,  Sarah  and 
Belle  The  last  named  is  the  wife  of  George 
Longstaff,  of  Mount  Clemens.  The  old  home- 
stead, where  they  were  reared,  is  still  in 
possession  of  the  family. 

Andrew  T.  Donaldson  wTas  only  six  months 
old  when  his  parents  came  to  America,  mak- 
ing their  way  direct  to  Mount  Clemens, 
where  in  the  public  schools  he  obtained  his 
education.  He  learned  his  trade — that  of 
blacksmithing — in  his  father's  shop,  and 
when  only  fifteen   years  of  age  he  entered 
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upon  an  independent  business  career  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother,  W.  S.  Donaldson, 
who  had  just  finished  school.  They  opened  a 
blacksmith  shop  under  the  firm  name  of  Don- 
aldson Brothers,  little  thinking  then  that  they 
would  develop  from  it  the  largest  industrial 
enterprise  of  the  city.  Their  trade  steadily 
grew  as  the  two  young  men  displayed  their 
capability  and  willingness  to  work  hard  and 
steadily.  The  business  relations  between  the 
brothers  has  since  been  maintained  most  har- 
moniously and  in  any  business  enterprise  in 
which  one  becomes  connected  the  other  is 
also  found  as  a  stockholder.  As  their  black- 
smithing  patronage  grew  and  their  capital 
was  thereby  enlarged,  the  brothers  pur- 
chased property  adjacent  to  their  shop  at 
East  and  Front  streets  and  eventually  ex- 
tended the  scope  of  their  labors.  In  1868 
they  erected  a  large  shop  to  replace  their 
first  primitive  structure  and  began  the  man- 
ufacture of  wagons,  buggies  and  sleighs. 
The  business  grew  so  rapidly  during  the  next 
three  years  that  in  1871  the  firm  erected  a 
splendid  foundry  in  order  to  enable  it  to 
make  all  of  its  own  castings.  With  the  foun- 
dry in  operation  the  firm  branched  out  into 
the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements 
and  the  growth  of  the  business  necessitated 
the  building  of  a  new  foundry  in  1875.  In 
1883  the  most  pretentious  addition,  as  yet, 
was  made,  it  being  a  three-story  building 
extending  along  both  Front  and  Eighth 
streets.  In  1890  a  wood-working  and  ma- 
chine shop  was  added,  and  since  that  year 
the  firm  has  been  constantly  adding  store- 
rooms and  enlarging  its  different  depart- 
ments, yet  even  this  has  not  been  sufficient 
and  storage  departments  have  been  secured 
elsewhere.  To-day  the  firm  manufactures 
wagons,  buggies,  sleighs  and  various  kinds 
of  agricultural  implements  and  is  quick  to 
adopt  a  new  device  which  the  inventor 
brings  to  them,  if  it  gives  promise  of  prac- 
tical utility  and  seems  to  be  a  marketable 
commodity.  So  many  are  the  kinds  of  man- 
ufacturing done  that  the  works  are  kept  con- 
stantly in  operation  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  men  are  employed  throughout 
the  year.  A.  T.  Donaldson  has  charge  of  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  business  while 
his  brother  superintends  the  office  work, 
and  each  gives  to  the  business  his  personal 
supervision,  being  thoroughly  familiar  with 
every  branch,  both  in  principle  and  detail. 
In  the  early  days  they  superintended  person- 
ally all  the  work  that  went  out,  turning  out 
nothing  that  was  not  first  class,   and  they 


soon  gained  an  enviable  reputation  for  the 
durability  and  wearing  qualities  of  all  their 
products.  This  reputation  has  always  been 
maintained  and  to-day  theirs  is  the  leading 
productive  industry  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Donaldson  has  also  given  his  time 
and  financial  assistance  to  the  furtherance 
of  many  other  enterprises  here.  He  assisted 
in  organizing  the  Macomb  Sugar  Company 
and  has  served  as  its  president.  He  was 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  organization  of  the 
Mount  Clemens  chamber  of  commerce  and 
also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Mount 
Clemens  Electric  Light  Company.  He  is 
perhaps  best  known,  aside  from  his  manu- 
facturing interests,  as  the  president  of  the 
Citizens  Savings  Bank.  Early  in  1900  Milo 
N.  Davis,  ex-county  clerk,  became  convinced 
that  there  was  a  good  opening  for  a  new 
bank  in  this  city,  and,  interesting  a  number 
of  business  men  in  the  enterprise,  the  Citi- 
zens Savings  Bank  sprang  into  existence, 
capitalized  for  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
stock  found  ready  sale  and  was  divided 
among  fifty  subscribers.  Nearly  all  of  the 
orignal  stockholders  have  retained  their 
holdings,  and  there  have  been  few  transfers 
of  securities.  The  capital  now  stands  at  fifty 
thousand  dollars  and  the  undivided  profits 
at  ten  thousand  dollars.  At  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  stockholders  the  following  direc- 
tors were  chosen :  A.  T,  Donaldson,  George 
II.  Nichols,  T.  W.  Newton,  M.  W.  Davis,  W. 
F.  Nank,  W.  S.  Donaldson,  Joseph  Matthews, 
J.  S.  Paganetti  and  A.  P.  Grim,  and  the 
directors  elected  the  following  officers :  A. 
T.  Donaldson,  president ;  George  II.  Nichols, 
vice-president;  Thomas  W.  Newton,  second 
vice-president,  and  Milo  N.  Davis,  cashier. 
The  bank  opened  its  doors  for  business  May 
31,  1900,  in  the  building  which  it  still  occu- 
pies, in  a  prominent  block  on  Macomb  street. 
The  institution  has  been  a  financial  success 
from  the  start  and  has  constantly  found 
favor  among  the  business  interests  of  the 
city,  a  safe,  conservative  policy  having  been 
established  and  always  maintained. 

Aside  from  business  interests  Mr.  Donald- 
son has  also  been  a  factor  in  the  city's  de- 
velopment and  progress.  He  has  served  as 
alderman  and  for  four  terms  has  been  mayor 
of  Mount  Clemens,  giving  to  the  city  a  pub- 
lic-spirited and  progressive  administration, 
in  which  many  needed  reforms  and  improve- 
ments were  instituted.  He  has  also  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  school  board  until 
his  service  in  that  office  covers  a  quarter  of 
a  century  and  he  has  been  instrumental  in 
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building1  various  school  buildings  in  Mount 
Clemens,  also  in  securing  the  Carnegie  li- 
brary and  promoting  other  movements  which 
have  added  materially  to  the  progress  of  the 
city. 

A  feature  of  his  life  no  less  strongly 
marked  is  his  interest  in  his  church.  He  is 
a  trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  is 
active  in  many  lines  of  its  work.  In  1865  he 
was  made  a  Mason  in  Mount  Clemens  lodge, 
No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  belongs  to 
Chapter  No.  69,  R.  A.  M. ;  Council  No.  8, 
R.  &  S.  M. ;  Damascus  Commandery,  No.  212. 
K.  T.,  of  Detroit;  and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
likewise  holds  membership  with  the  Macca- 
bees and  the  Foresters. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1869,  Mr.  Donald- 
son was  married  to  Miss  Olive  Dixon,  a 
daughter  of  Silas  Dixon,  of  that  city,  and 
their  children  are :  Meta ;  Henry  S.,  who  is 
employed  in  the  office  of  Donaldson  Brothers ; 
and  Robert,  deceased. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  history  of  Mr.  Don- 
aldson, who  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life 
in  Mount  Clemens,  but  the  outline  merely 
suggests  the  early  years  of  struggle  in  the 
business  world,  the  utilization  of  his  in- 
creased income  in  later  years,  and  the  care- 
ful handling  of  his  resources.  He  has  pros- 
pered until  his  name  is  a  familiar  one  in 
trade  circles  throughout  the  country,  and  all 
who  have  had  dealings  with  him  regard  the 
name  as  a  synonym  of  business  integrity, 
but  it  is  in  his  home  town  where  his  position 
is  most  enviable,  for  here  he  has  won  warm 
friendships  and  the  high  regard  of  young  and 
old,  rich  and  poor. 


SPENCER  J.  DALBY. 

Spencer  J.  Dalby,  one  of  the  partners  in 
the  Lakeside  Ice  &  Coal  Company  of  Mount 
Clemens,  was  born  in  London,  Canada, 
October  16,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  George 
Dalby.  The  father  was  a  native  of  England 
and  by  occupation  a  bookkeeper.  On  com- 
ing to  the  new  world  he  settled  in  Canada 
and  in  1864  he  removed  to  Mount  Clemens, 
where  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  his 
death  occurring  in  1882.  In  the  family  were 
ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living, 
namely:  Mrs.  Rhoda  Jacobi,  Spencer  J.,' 
George,  Mrs.  Isabella  Roskopp,  Arthur, 
Mrs.  Fannie  Schute,  Mrs.  Anna  Munneley, 
Walter,  Fred  and  Harry.  The  mother  of 
this  large  family  is  living  and  resides  in 
this  city. 


Spencer  J.  Dalby  was  only  two  years  old 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Mount 
Clemens,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
city  he  acquired  his  education.  When  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  started  out  in 
life  for  himself  and  was  employed  in  the 
mills.  Later  he  worked  for  Jacob  Shooke, 
of  Mount  Clemens,  in  a  feed  and  grain  store, 
there  remaining  from  1883  to  1887.  Subse- 
quently, in  connection  with  Henry  Phries, 
he  purchased  his  former  employer's  busi- 
ness, the  relation  being  maintained  until 
the  death  of  his  partner  about  nine  months 
later.  Fred  Reymolds  then  purchased  Mr. 
Phries'  interest  and  was  connected  with  Mr. 
Dalby  until  1890,  when  the  latter  became 
sole  proprietor,  continuing  until  1895,  when 
he  sold  out  to  John  Gatz.  In  that  year  he 
was  called  to  public  office,  being  elected  city 
clerk,  in  which  position  he  remained  as  the 
incumbent  through  three  successive  years. 
He  was  also  justice  of  the  peace  for  a  term 
of  four  years  and  proved  a  capital  officer. 
He  is  now  serving  his  third  year  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  public  works,  being 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  sewers. 

In  1897  Mr.  Dalby  embarked  in  the  ice 
business  in  connection  with  A.  F.  Sarns, 
which  relationship  still  exists.  They  car- 
ried on  the  business  for  a  time  under  the 
name  of  the  Lakeside  Ice  Company  and  then 
purchased  the  business  of  Benjamin  Lema, 
a  dealer  in  coal,  wood  and  builders'  sup- 
plies, in  December,  1904.  The  two  business 
enterprises  were  then  consolidated  under  the 
name  of  the  Lakeside  Ice  &  Coal  Company, 
and  Mr.  Dalby  is  now  active  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  business,  which  has  grown 
to  extensive  proportions.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  furniture  storage  business 
and  his  name  is  a  strong  one  in  commercial 
circles  in  Mount  Clemens. 

On  the  22nd  of  August,  1887,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Dr.  Dalby  and  Miss  Nellie  Fer- 
rin,  a  native  of  Mount  Clemens  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Ferrin.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren: Margaret,  Nellie,  Alice  and  Mildred. 
Mr.  Dalby  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
lodge,  No.  6,  at  Mount  Clemens,  and  is  also 
connected  with  the  Maccabees.  He  was 
likewise  a  charter  member  of  the  Mount 
Clemens  fire  department,  of  which  he  served 
as  captain  for  eight  years,  and  with  the 
Mount  Clemens  Club  he  still  holds  mem- 
bership. Almost  his  entire  life  has  been 
spent  in  this  city  and  he  has  grown  with  its 
business  development,  keeping  in  touch  with 
the   ideas   of  modern   commercial   progress. 
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lie  is  now  the  owner  of  a  leading  commer- 
cial enterprise  here  and  his  business  career, 
bearing'  the  light  of  close  investigation  and 
scrutiny,  serves  to  prove  what  can  be  accom- 
plished through  determination  and  earnest 
purpose. 


BURTON  HODGES,  M.  I). 

Dr.  Burton  Hodges,  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  Armada,  was  born  July 
23,  1872,  at  Ogden,  Michigan,  and  is  a  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  old  families  of  the 
state.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Israel 
Hodges,  was  born  near  Rochester,  New 
York,  and  wras  of  English  lineage.  lie  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming  and  came 
to  Michigan  about  1842,  spending  his  re- 
maining days  here.  He  died  in  1895,  and 
his  wife  also  passed  away  the  same  year. 
Of  their  children,  Byron  is  the  father  of  our 
subject.  Addison  was  a  private  in  a  Michi- 
gan regiment  during  the  Civil  war  and  is 
now  in  the  government  service  in  Washing- 
ton. James  is  a  farmer  of  Ogden,  Michi- 
gan. Saphrona  is  the  wTife  of  James  Lewis, 
a  farmer,  of  Perrington,  Gratiot  county, 
Michigan.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Josiah  Al- 
wood,  a  minister  of  the  United  Brethren 
church  of  Morenci,  Michigan.  Alma  is  the 
wife  of  Luther  Fry,  a  farmer  of  Ogden, 
Michigan.  Byron  Hodges  was  born  in  Hills- 
dale, Michigan,  and  pursued  his  literary  ed- 
ucation in  the  academy  at  Adrian.  He  took 
up  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  old  Michi- 
gan College  of  Medicine  in  Detroit  and  was 
graduated  therefrom  in  1887  and  is  now 
practicing  at  Taylor  Center  in  this  state.  He 
wedded  Miss  Melissa  Smith,  and  of  their 
children  Dr.  Burton  Hodges  is  the  eldest, 
the  others  being:  Roy  W.,  a  graduate  of 
the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery at  Detroit  and  now  a  practicing  physi- 
cian at  Brighton,  Michigan  ;  Dexie,  the  wife 
of  Carson  Long,  a  farmer,  of  Taylor  Cen- 
ter, Michigan ;   and  Levern,   at  home. 

Dr.  Burton  Hodges  obtained  his  literary 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  after- 
ward continued  his  studies  at  Taylor  Cen- 
ter an(l  in  the  "Wyandotte  high  school.  De- 
termining to  enter  the  medical  profession  as 
a  source  of  livelihood  he  pursued  a  course  of 
study  in  the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  from  wdiich  he  w*as  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1894.  He  afterward,  in 
1900,  pursued  a  post-graduate  course  in  the 
New  York  Post-Graduate   School   and  Hos- 


pital but  had  entered  upon  practice  in  Ar- 
mada in  June,  1894.  Here  he  has  since  re- 
mained, enjoying  a  constantly  growing  pat- 
ronage, and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Wayne 
County  Medical  Society  and  the  Michigan 
State  Medical  Society.  A  general  practi- 
tioner, he  has  a  wide  and  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  principles  of  medicine  in  its  va- 
rious departments  and  in  his  field  of  labor 
has  demonstrated  his  ability  to  successfully 
cope  with  the  intricate  problems  which  con- 
tinually confront  the  physician.  He  taught 
school  for  one  year,  but  has  made  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  his  real  life  work,  and  is 
to-day  a  well-informed  physician,  who  has 
attained  creditable  success  in  his  chosen 
field  of  endeavor. 

In  1895  Dr.  Hodges  was  united  in  marri- 
age to  Miss  Eva  E.  Armstrong,  a  daughter 
of  Gilbert  and  Emma  E.  Armstrong.  She 
was  born  in  Armada  township  June  12,  1876, 
her  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  having 
been  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  local- 
ity. He  died  in  1879  and  his  widow  has 
since  become  the  wife  of  II.  C.  Aldrich,  who 
is  a  dealer  in  hay  and  produce  in  Armada. 
Mrs.  Hodges  obtained  her  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Armada.  She  belongs  to 
the  Congregational  church  and  to  the  Order 
of  Eastern  Star,  Dr.  Hodges  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Harmony  lodge,  A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  and 
is  also  identified  with  the  Ma  sonic  chapter 
at  Romeo  and  the  Odd  Fellows'  lodge  of 
Armada,  with  the  Maccabees,  the  Foresters 
and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He 
is  yet  a  young  man,  but  has  attained  a  po- 
sition of  prominence  in  his  profession  that 
many  an  older  practitioner  might  w^ell  envy, 
and  he  is  popular  socially  as  well. 


JUDSON  S.  CARLETON. 

Judson  S.  Carleton,  who  follows  farming 
on  section  36,  Washington  township,  wTas 
born  May  1,  1848,  in  the  township  where 
he  still  resides.  His  father,  John  Carleton, 
came  west  to  Michigan  when  a  young  man 
and  opened  up  the  farm  where  the  son  now 
resides.  The  remainder  of  his  life  was  de- 
voted to  general  agricultural  pursuits  and 
he  passed  away  in  March,  1875.  His  wife, 
whom  he  married  in  this  county,  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Minerva  Preston  and  was 
born  in  Monroe  county,  New  York,  August 
22,  1822.  Following  the  death  of  her  first 
husband  she  was  married  again.  In  the  fam- 
ily wrere   two   children,   the   brother  of  our 
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subject   being   Rantsford    Carleton,    of    Oak- 
land county,  Michigan. 

Judson  S.  Carleton  was  reared  to  man- 
hood upon  the  home  farm,  working  in  the 
fields  when  not  occupied  with  the  duties  of 
the  schoolroom,  and  rendering  valuable  as- 
sistance in  the  labor  of  tilling  the  soil  and 
caring  for  the  crops.  After  attaining  his 
majority  he  assumed  the  management  of  the 
home  farm  and  eventually  he  succeeded  to 
the  ownership  of  the  old  home  place  and 
cared  for  his  mother  during  her  declining 
years.  He  has  added  to  and  repaired  the 
house  and  has  kept  everything  about  his 
place  in  good  condition.  He  raises  Guern- 
sey cattle  and  Shropshire  sheep  as  well  as 
various  cereals,  and  the  products  of  his  farm 
— both  grain  and  stock — command  a  good 
market  price.  He  is  energetic  and  resolute 
in  business,  straightforward  in  all  transac- 
tions, and  is  meeting  with  a  fair  measure 
of  success  in  the  operation  of  his  land,  which 
comprises  fifty  acres  on  section  36,  Wash- 
ington township. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  1876,  in  Shelby 
township,  Mr.  Carleton  was  married  to  Miss 
Marion  Tucker,  who  was  born  in  Vermont 
but  spent  her  girlhood  days  in  Macomb 
county.  She  died  December  1,  1904,  leaving 
a  daughter,  Mabel,  who  was  born  January 
25,  1890,  and  is  at  home,  studying  music. 
They  lost  an  infant  son.  Mr.  Carleton  be- 
longs to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  is  wife  was  also  a  member,  and  his 
political  views  accord  with  the  principles  of 
the  republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  district  school  board,  also  a  member  of 
the  grange,  and  is  interested  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  progressive  agriculture,  while  in  his 
business  career  he  has  demonstrated  the 
power  of  enterprise,  determination  and  laud- 
able ambition. 


MAJOR  ALONZO  MERRILL  KEELER. 

Major  Alonzo  Merrill  Keeler,  whose  fel- 
low townsmen  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  high 
commendation,  knowing  that  his  life  has 
ever  been  an  exemplification  of  sterling 
traits  of  character,  was  born  in  Washington, 
Macomb  county,  September  4,  1826.  His 
father,  John  Keeler,  was  born  near  Roch- 
ester, New  York,  in  1802,  and  was  a  son 
of  Ezra  Keeler,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who 
removed  to  Monroe  county,  New  York, 
where  he  followed  farming.  John  Keeler 
was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Fellows,  a  na- 


tive of  Schoharie  county,  New  York.  On 
the  8th  of  June,  1826,  he  arrived  in  Michi- 
gan, settling  on  land  which  he  had  entered 
the  year  previous  at  Washington,  Macomb 
county.  There  he  made  his  home  until  1850, 
engaging  in  general  farming,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Disco,  where  he  purchased 
a  farm.  Several  years  later  he  sold  his 
farm  in  Washington  and  for  many  years  re- 
mained at  Disco.  Following  his  retirement 
to  private  life  he  resided  in  Richmond.  He 
was  a  public-spirited  and  representative 
citizen  and  served  his  fellow  townsmen  as 
supervisor  and  in  other  local  offices.  His 
children  were :  Alonzo  M. ;  John  Milton, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Henry 
F.,  who  was  born  September  8,  1830,  and  is 
living  in  Montrose,  Colorado;  John  J.,  who 
was  born  March  16,  1833,  and  died  October 
15,  1852,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years ;  Emma 
A.,  wrho  was  born  in  December,  1836,  and 
died  in  1892;  Ezra,  who  was  born  January 
7,  1840,  and  is  an  attorney  at  Denver,  Colo- 
rado ;  Maria  M.,  who  was  born  September 
21,  1844,  and  became  the  wife  of  A.  Lemuel 
Kingsbury,  leaving  five  children  at  her 
death,  which  occurred  March  10,  1878;  and 
Martin  C,  who  was  born  November  9,  1848, 
and  died  November  29,  1883. 

Major  Keeler  obtained  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  and  continued 
his  studies  in  the  academy  at  Rochester, 
Michigan,  where  he  prepared  for  college. 
He  then  entered  Oberlin  College,  in  Ohio, 
but  owing  to  failing  eyesight  caused  by  hard 
study,  he  had  to  abandon  his  college  course 
and,  returning  home,  began  teaching.  He 
taught  for  five  years  at  Disco,  ending  in 
1855,  and  he  then  became  candidate  for 
senator  on  the  democratic  ticket  but  was  de- 
feated. For  a  year  thereafter  he  taught 
school  at  Rochester,  then  at  Disco  for  a 
year,  afterward  at  Utica,  Michigan,  for  two 
years,  and  later  he  returned  to  Utica  as  a 
teacher.  His  business  interests,  however, 
were  interrupted  by  his  enlistment  as  a 
member  of  Company  B,  Twenty-second 
Michigan  Infantry.  He  was  chosen  captain 
of  the  company  under  Colonel  Moses  Wis- 
ner,  ex-governor  of  Michigan,  and  after  be- 
ing mustered  in  at  Pontiac  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1862,  wrent  to  Cincinnati  on  the  4th 
of  September — the  36th  anniversary  of  his 
birth.  The  regiment  had  no  ammunition, 
but  they  were  drawn  up  in  line  there.  They 
remained  at  Covington,  just  across  the  river 
from  Cincinnati,  until  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber and  then  moved  on  to  Lexington,  where 
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they  arrived  on  the  26th  of  October,  1862. 
In  the  following*  February  they  went  twenty 
miles  south  and  then  to  Crab  Orchard,  Ken- 
tucky, experiencing'  considerable  trouble 
with  parties  who  stole  the  army  cattle.  Later 
they  went  to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  re- 
mained at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  until  the  5th 
of  September,  1863,  guarding  those  places  in 
order  to  keep  transportation  open  that  sup- 
plies might  be  taken  to  the  troops  engaged 
in  the  Chattanooga  and  Chickamauga  cam- 
paigns. They  arrived  at  Bridgeport  Sep- 
tember 13th.  After  a  week  they  were  or- 
dered to  proceed  to  Chickamauga,  the  regi- 
ment being  under  command  of  Colonel  Heb- 
erlee  LeFevre  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Sanborn.  Major  Henry  S.  Dean  was  left 
at  Nashville,  on  General  William  Granges' 
staff,  and  Mr.  Keeler,  being  the  ranking  cap- 
tain, acted  as  major.  On  the  19th  of  Septem- 
ber they  made  a  tour  of  investigation  to  de- 
termine the  movements  of  General  Brecken- 
ridge  and  his  brigade,  but  found  they  were 
going  in  an  opposite  direction,  and  the  Twen- 
ty-second Michigan  returned  in  time  to  take 
part  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  under 
command  of  General  Steadman.  The 
Eighty-ninth  Ohio  and  the  Twenty-second 
Michigan  were  joined  to  General  Whit- 
taker's  brigade  and  Colonel  LeFevre  was 
placed  in  command,  while  Colonel  Sanborn 
commanded  the  Twenty-second  Michigan. 
During  the  battle  he  was  severely  wounded 
and  Major  Keeler  was  placed  in  command, 
occupying  a  position  on  Snodgrass  Hill, 
where  a  monument  has  since  been  erected 
by  the  state  of  Michigan  to  the  Twenty- 
second  regiment.  They  went  into  battle  at 
1  p.  m.  and  being  ordered  forward  re- 
ceived a  terrible  fire  and  were  frightfully 
cut  up.  Falling  back  into  line  they  were 
charged  upon  and  made  charges  in  return, 
keeping  up  this  warfare  until  their  ammu- 
nition was  exhausted.  The  order  came  to 
hold  the  ground  at  all  hazards,  with  the 
result  that  they  took  part  in  several  bayonet 
charges,  holding  the  ground  until  dark, 
when  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  the  en- 
emy from  their  own  men.  They  were  sur- 
rounded, the  Twenty-second  Michigan  being 
the  last  to  leave  the  line  of  battle.  Five 
hundred  and  one  men  of  that  command  en- 
tered the  engagement  and  among  those  taken 
prisoners  were  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  men  and  fourteen  officers,  who  were 
marched  to  Tunnel  Hill,  thence  sent  by  train 
to  Eichmond,  Virginia,  and  placed  in  Libby 
prison,   September  30,   1863.     Major  Keeler 


remained  there  until  May  17,  1864,  when  he 
and  other  soldiers  were  removed  to  Macon, 
Georgia,  where  they  were  incarcerated  until 
July  27,  1864.  Six  hundred  Union  officers 
were  placed  under  fire  of  Federal  guns  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  the  major  being 
among  this  number.  He  remained  at 
Charleston  until  October  5,  when  owing  to 
a  yellow  fever  plague  the  guards  refused 
to  remain  longer  and  they  were  removed  to 
the  country,  remaining  in  the  open  camp 
until  December  12,  1864.  They  were  then 
taken  back  to  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
where  they  remained  until  February  14, 
1865,  when,  owing  to  the  advance  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  army,  they  were  removed 
to  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  were  then 
sent  through  the  lines  at  Wilmington  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1865,  and  paroled.  Major 
Keeler  and  others  were  then  taken  to  An- 
napolis, where  they  were  granted  a  leave 
of  absence  and  he  returned  home  on  a  thirty 
days'  furlough.  He  was  exchanged  May  6, 
1865,  and  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month 
joined  his  regiment  at  Chattanooga,  while 
on  the  26th  of  June  he  was  mustered  out, 
with  the  rank  of  major,  receiving  two  bre- 
vets for  meritorious  service. 

Major  Keeler  then  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Michigan  and  in  1865  was  appointed 
collector  of  internal  revenue  for  his  dis- 
trict. He  held  the  office  for  a  year  and  then 
refused  to  support  President  Johnson's  pol- 
icy of  reconstruction.  He  next  taught  school 
for  a  year,  after  which  he  became  register 
of  deeds,  in  1868,  and,  following  his  elec- 
tion, removed  to  Mount  Clemens.  During 
his  term  of  service  he  made  an  abstract  of 
titles,  this  being  the  first  work  of  the  kind 
done  in  the  county.  In  1870  he  was  de- 
feated, but  in  1872  was  again  elected, 
serving  until  January  1,  1875.  The  vote 
was  contested,  but  the  major  won.  On  the 
1st  of  April,  1875,  he  removed  to  Richmond 
and  in  1876  he  began  teaching  in  Armada, 
where  he  was  identified  with  educational 
work  for  nine  years.  He  has  since  devoted 
his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  the  first  president  of  the  village  coun- 
cil of  Richmond,  and  is  now  the  county 
agent  of  the  state  board  of  corrections  and 
charities.  He  has  also  taken  a  deep  and 
helpful  interest  in  public  affairs  and  for 
twenty-five  years  has  served  on  the  school 
board. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1849,  Major 
Keeler  was  married  to  Lucy  Ann  Church, 
a   native   of    Chittenden    county,   Vermont, 
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and  a  daughter  of  Chauncey  and  Laura 
(Martin)  Church,  the  former  also  a  native 
of  the  Green  Mountain  state.  The  grand- 
father, Asa  Church,  was  a  native  of  Mans- 
field, Connecticut,  born  in  1756,  and  repre- 
sented an  old  colonial  family.  He  married 
Julia  Humphrey,  who  was  born  in  Winches- 
ter, New  Hampshire,  in  1772.  Chauncey 
Church  became  a  resident  of  Michigan.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keeler  have  been  born  the 
following  named :  A.  Martin,  who  is  now 
in  the  roofing  business  in  Mount  Clemens; 
Flora  L.,  the  wife  of  M.  R.  Little,  of  Mount 
Clemens;  John  C,  also  of  that  city;  Ezra 
Bruce,  a  physician,  of  Detroit,  Michigan ; 
Ella  B.,  the  wife  of  Charles  F.  Wheeler,  of 
Richmond;  and  Henry  A.,  who  is  living  on 
the  home  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keeler  have 
celebrated  their  fifty-fifth  wedding  anni- 
versary and  both  are  enjoying  excellent 
health.  He  is  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  the  county.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which 
he  has  attained  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  serving  as  commander  for  several 
years  of  H.  C.  Beek  Post.  The  life  record 
of  Major  Keeler  is  one  which  will  bear  the 
closest  scrutiny  and  investigation,  for 
whether  in  a  public  or  private  relation,  in 
civic  or  military  service,  he  has  always  been 
found  faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him 
and  enjoys  in  high  degree  the  friendship  of 
his  fellowmen. 


WILLIAM  D.  BEGROW. 

William  D.  Begrow,  who  is  a  prominent 
business  man  of  Macomb  county,  having 
been  actively  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
Meade  for  twenty  years,  was  born  in  Wal- 
denburg,  this  county,  November  27,  1858. 
His  father,  David  Begrow,  was  a  native  of 
Prussia,  in  which  country  he  grew  to  ma- 
ture years,  and  when  a  young  man  he  sought 
a  home  in  the  new  world,  locating  first  in 
the  Empire  state.  He  was  there  married  to 
Miss  Christina  Steinbring,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many. On  leaving  New  York  Mr.  Begrow 
came  westward  to  Michigan  and  cast  in  his 
lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty, making  his  home  in  Waldenburg.  He 
was  a  mechanic  by  trade  and  opened  a  shop, 
carrying  on  a  blacksmithing  and  repairing 
business.  At  a  later  day,  however,  he  re- 
moved to  the  farm  upon  which  he  reared  his 


family.    His  death  occurred  about  1898,  his 
wife  surviving  him  for  some  time. 

William  D.  Begrow  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  this  county  and  is  indebted  to  the 
public  school  system  for  the  educational 
privileges  he  enjoyed.  He  remained  with 
his  father  until  grown,  and  then  engaged 
in  business  in  Meade,  purchasing  a  general 
store.  He  has  added  to  the  stock  from  year 
to  year  until  he  now  has  a  large  and  well- 
equipped  store,  carrying  an  extensive  line 
of  general  merchandise.  He  later  established 
a  furniture  store  just  across  the  street,  this 
being  in  1899.  He  has  a  cold  storage  for 
butter  and  eggs  and  handles  a  considerable 
amount  of  farm  products.  His  business  in- 
terests are  capably  and  carefully  conducted 
and  his  precision  and  enterprise  have  been 
salient  features  of  his  success.  In  addition 
to  his  mercantile  interests  he  has  served  as 
postmaster  for  a  number  of  years,  having 
first  been  appointed  to  the  office  in  1884. 

Mr.  Begrow  was  married  in  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  in  1889,  to  Miss  Delia  Moyers, 
who  was  born  in  Romeo,  Michigan,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Memphis.  Her  par- 
ents were  George  and  Caroline  Moyers.  The 
father  is  now  deceased,  but  the  mother  re- 
sides with  Mrs.  Begrow.  Unto  our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren :  W.  Earl,  F.  Mae  and  Harold  M.  The 
family  home  is  an  attractive  residence, 
which  is  situated  just  across  the  street  from 
the  store.  The  house  is  surrounded  by  a 
well-kept  lawn,  ornamented  with  pine,  cedar 
and  other  shade  trees.  Beautiful  ffowers 
also  lend  color  to  the  scene  and  the  place 
is  one  of  the  attractive  residences  of  Meade. 

Politically  Mr.  Begrow  is  a  republican, 
unfaltering  in  his  allegiance  to  the  party, 
though  without  political  aspiration  for  him- 
self. He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternity  at  Mount  Clemens  and  to  the  I.  0. 
F.,  a  fraternal  insurance  organization.  He 
is  a  man  of  good  business  capacity,  neglect- 
ing no  detail  of  his  mercantile  enterprise, 
careful,  prudent  and  reliable.  His  trade  is 
now  extensive  and  he  enjoys  the  good  will 
and  confidence  of  a  large  patronage. 


RANSOM  FRANKLIN  ODION. 

Ransom  Franklin  Odion,  many  years  a 
resident  of  Macomb  county,  born  in  Beth- 
any, Genesee  county,  New  York,  in  1834, 
the  fourth  child  of  Ebenezer  and  Lucretia 
(Fillmore)  Odion.     The  family  emigrated  to 
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Michigan  later  and  took  up  their  abode  on 
a  farm  in  Richmond  township,  Macomb 
county.  Mr.  Odion  married  Emma  Hall,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Hall,  an  early  pioneer. 
A  natural  inclination  led  him  into  the  study 
of  architecture  and  building.  Moving  to 
Romeo  in  1868,  Mr.  Odion  entered  upon  ac- 
tive duty  in  his  chosen  vocation  and  many 
substantial  and  comfortable  dwellings  of  his 
design  adorn  the  beautiful  village.  He  often 
expresses  that  "fire  seems  not  willing  to  de- 
stroy my  labor."  The  handsome  home  of 
M.  I.  Brabb,  the  Alden  Giddings  residence 
and  those  known  as  the  Charles  Tackels,  C. 
M.  Tackels,  J.  N.  Mellen  residences  and  the 
Farnum  mansion  in  Almont  are  among  Mr. 
Odion 's  efforts  in  the  years  of  his  toil.  In 
1877  he  entered  upon  the  contract  for  erect- 
ing the  First  Congregational  church,  the 
handsome  and  commodious  gothic  edifice  on 
Main  street,  completing  the  wTork  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  the  people  of  Romeo. 

Domestic  in  taste,  with  a  natural  liking 
for  gardening,  in  later  years  he  has  devoted 
some  time  to  the  study  of  agriculture  and 
pomology.  Mr.  Odion  has  ever  diligently 
read  of  public  affairs  and  enjoys  the  com- 
panionship of  studious  people.  A  trip  to 
Colorado  and  one  to  California  following  his 
active  mechanical  career  gives  him  a  wide 
range  for  meditation  and  study,  never  tir- 
ing of  relating  his  experiences  on  the  early 
trip  over  the  mountain  roads  to  Leadville. 

Mr.  Odion  has  two  living  children:  Will 
B.,  of  Van  Wert,  Ohio,  a  newspaper  man; 
and  Fred  Newell  Odion,  of  Chicago. 


PRESTON  M.  BENTLEY. 

Preston  M.  Bentley,  who  is  extensively  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
owning  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  Ray  township,  and  forty  acres  in 
Shelby  township,  and  who  also  operates  an 
adjoining  farm,  has  for  more  than  half  a 
century  been  a  resident  of  Michigan.  He 
was  born  in  Ontario  county,  New  York,  near 
the  city  of  Rochester,  September  1,  1851, 
representing  one  of  the  old  families  of  that 
state.  His  grandfather,  Preston  Bentley, 
Sr.,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  state, 
where  he  was  reared  and  married.  His  son. 
Perry  M.  Bentley,  was  born  in  New  York 
in  1819  and  there  wedded  Miss  Mary  Reed, 
who  was  a  native  of  Ontario  county.  He  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  for  a  few  years  at 
Aliens   Hill,   New.  York,   and   two   children 


were  born  unto  them  during  their  residence 
there.  In  1852  Mr.  Bentley  brought  his 
family  to  Michigan*,  making  a  permanent  lo- 
cation in  Macomb  county.  He  bought  land 
in  Macomb  township,  where  his  son,  Pres- 
ton M.  Bentley,  now  resides,  and  there  he 
cleared  and  cultivated  eighty  acres  of  land, 
to  which  tract  he  afterward  added  by  pur- 
chase until  he  owned  three  hundred  acres 
and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  the  community.  His  business  in- 
terests were  always  conducted  with  justice 
and  fairness  and  in  the  legitimate  channels 
of  trade  he  won  his  competence.  His  death 
occurred  on  the  old  homestead  in  February, 
1898,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  July,  1893. 
In  their  family  were  two  sons  and  three 
daughters  who  reached  adult  age,  of  whom 
three  are  living :  Preston  M. ;  Ada  and 
Carrie,  of  Romeo.  One  brother,  Frank  R., 
was  married  and  located  in  this  county,  but 
afterward  removed  to  Muskegon,  Michigan, 
where  he  lived  until  he  met  death  by  acci- 
dent, January  7,  1904. 

Preston  M.  Bentley  was  reared  in  Ma- 
comb county  and  in  his  school  days  also  as- 
sisted in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  gain- 
ing the  practical  experience  which  later  en- 
abled him  to  take  charge  of  the  farm  and 
care  for  his  parents  in  their  declining  years. 
He  was  married  in  Macomb  township,  in 
1869,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Longstaff,  a  native 
of  the  same  township  and  a  daughter  of 
Richard  Longstaff,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Michigan,  who  came  here  from  England. 
In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bentley  are 
five  children:  Bertha,  the  wife  of  George 
Wears,  of  Davis,  Michigan;  Mamie,  the 
wife  of  Frank  Gass,  a  farmer,  of  Ray  town- 
ship ;  Lou,  Docia  and  Richard,  at  home. 
The  family  have  a  pleasant  home  on  section 
6,  Macomb  township,  and  in  addition  to 
operating  his  own  place,  Mr.  Bentley  culti- 
vates his  sister's  land,  which  adjoins  his 
own  place.  He  has  just  completed  a  large 
barn,  one  of  the  best  in  Ray  township,  and 
in  addition  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  raises 
considerable  stock,  making  a  specialty  of 
shorthorn  Durham  cattle  and  high-grade 
Merino  and  Shropshire  sheep,  which  he 
feeds  and  fattens  for  the  market.  He  also 
sells  a  large  number  of  hogs  and  cattle  each 
year  and  his  stock-dealing  interests  are  a 
profitable   source  of  investment. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bentley  is  a  republican,  but 
has  never  sought  nor  cared  for  office.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Maccabees  and  the  Gleaners,  fra- 
ternal insurance  orders.     He  is  interested  in 
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all  matters  of  progressive  citizenship  and  his 
co-operation  can  be  counted  upon  to  further 
any  movement  for  general  advancement  in 
the  county  where  he  has  lived  for  more  than 
half  a  century.  He  takes  great  pride  in  what 
has  been  accomplished  here,  and  may  well 
be  numbered  among  the  pioneers  whose  la- 
bors have  been  simultaneously  profitable  to 
themselves  and  beneficial  to  the  county. 


FRANZ  C.  KUHN. 


Among  Mount  Clemens'  business  and  pro- 
fessional men  none  are  more  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  growth  and  best  interests  of  the 
city  and  state  than  Franz  C  Kuhn,  who  for 
thirty-one  years  has  made  his  home  in  Ma- 
comb county.  Throughout  this  period  he  has 
been  known  for  his  sterling  qualities,  his 
fearless  loyalty  to  his  honest  convictions,  his 
sturdy  opposition  to  misrule  in  municipal, 
state  and  national  affairs,  and  his  clear-head- 
edness, discretion  and  tact  as  manager  and 
leader.  His  career  at  the  bar  has  been  one 
of  the  greatest  honor  and  he  has  given  some 
of  the  best  efforts  of  his  life  to  the  purifica- 
tion and  elevation  of  the  city  and  county 
government  through  his  service  as  prosecut- 
ing attorney.  He  is  now  probate  judge  of 
his  county  and  a  recognized  factor  in  repub- 
lican circles  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Kuhn  was  born  in  the  city  of  Detroit, 
February  8,  1872,  a  son  of  John  Kuhn,  who 
removed  to  Mount  Clemens  during  the  early 
boyhood  of  Franz  and  became  a  dry-goods 
merchant  of  the  latter  city.  Franz  C.  Kuhn 
attended  the  public  schools  until  he  had 
completed  the  high  school  course  by  gradu- 
ation in  June,  1889,  and  in  the  succeeding 
autumn  he  matriculated  in  the  literary  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan.  As 
a  young  man  he  was  greatly  interested  in 
outdoor  sports  and  was  one  of  those  promi- 
nent in  the  organization  of  the  Mount  Clem- 
ens Light  Infantry.  During  his  senior  year 
as  a  student  in  the  literary  department  of  the 
university  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law, 
and  after  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  in  1893,  he  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment and  in  1894  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Law  was  conferred  upon  him.  At  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Phi  Delta  Phi  fraternity ;  was  business  man- 
ager of  the  ' '  Castalian, ' '  published  by  the 
"  '93  lits.  Independents";  and  assistant 
business  manager  of  * '  To-Wit, ' '  published  by 
the  "  '94  laws." 


It  was  while  attending  the  university  that 
Mr.  Kuhn  entered  upon  his  political  career. 
He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Na- 
tional League  of  College  Republican  Clubs 
there  and  was  a  delegate  from  the  University 
of  Michigan  to  the  fifth  annual  convention 
of  the  Republican  League  of  the  United 
States,  held  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Septem- 
ber 15,  1892.  It  was  at  Buffalo,  in  1892,  that 
he  met  the  late  President  McKinley  for  the 
first  time.  He  was  also  a  delegate  to  the 
third  annual  convention  of  the  American  Re- 
publican College  League,  held  in  Syracuse, 
New  York,  April  6,  1894.  That  year  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Theodore  Cox,  of 
New  York,  department  chairman  of  the 
league  for  the  states  of  Michigan  and  Ohio. 

Notwithstanding  his  political  labors,  Mr. 
Kuhn  was  a  diligent  student  while  attending 
the  university  and  completed  his  college 
work  with  much  credit.  He  was  also  prom- 
inent in  social  circles  in  Ann  Arbor  and 
made  friendships  which  have  continued 
through  all  the  intervening  years.  His  sub- 
sequent political  career  in  Michigan  has 
been  largely  brought  about  by  his  labors  for 
the  cause  of  republicanism  at  the  university 
and  the  friendships  and  acquaintances  he 
made  while  there. 

On  leaving  the  university  Mr.  Kuhn  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  law  in  Detroit, 
opening  an  office  in  the  Home  Bank  build- 
ing. In  the  fall  of  that  year  (1894)  he  was 
nominated  by  the  republicans  of  Macomb 
county  for  the  office  of  circuit  court  com- 
missioner. That  was  the  year  of  the  great 
republican  landslide  and  the  entire  republi- 
can ticket  was  elected.  He  was  a  Pingree 
man  when  the  Detroit  mayor  aspired  to  the 
governor's  chair  and  was  among  those  who 
were  instrumental  in  getting  Macomb  coun- 
ty's delegation  for  him. 

Mr.  Kuhn  was  nominated  for  prosecuting 
attorney  at  Utica,  September  26,  1898,  and 
was  elected  by  a  majority  of  six  hundred  and 
ninety-one.  He  was  nominated  for  a  second 
term  September  25,  1900,  and  on  the  9th  of 
September,  1902,  came  his  third  nomination 
for  that  office,  to  which  he  was  elected  by  a 
majority  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight, 
over  B.  S,  Wright,  Perhaps  the  greatest 
case  tried  during  his  incumbency  was  the 
famous  Bliss  murder  case.  Young  Bliss  shot 
his  father,  June  24,  1901,  and  was  arrested. 
He  told  several  stories,  but  finally  said  that 
the  affair  was  a  suicide  on  the  part  of  his 
father.  It  was  a  hard  fought  case  and  one 
based  largely  on  circumstantial  evidence,  re- 
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suiting  in  the  conviction  of  murder  in  the 
second  degree,  for  which  Bliss  was  sentenced 
for  life  to  the  Jackson  pentitentiary. 

In  March,  1900,  Hal  II.  Smith,  then  presi- 
dent of  the  Republican  State  League  of 
Michigan,  appointed  Mr.  Kuhn  a  member  of 
the  advisory  council  of  the  league  for  the 
seventh  district.  This  appointment  marked 
the  beginning  of  his  rapid  rise  in  state  poli- 
tics. He  was  a  delegate  to  every  state  con- 
vention from  that  time  on  and  was  looked 
upon  as  one  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the 
party.  On  the  2d  of  February,  1901,  he  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  Republican  State 
League  of  Michigan,  and  was  elected  its  vice 
president  the  following  year.  In  January, 
1902,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  judicial  convention  held  at  Grand 
Rapids,  September  25,  1902,  Mr.  Kuhn  ]ed 
the  Macomb  delegation  in  favor  of  the  en- 
dorsement of  General  R.  A.  Alger  for  United 
States  senator.  A  resolution  was  presented 
to  the  convention  to  that  effect  and  adopted. 
On  February  10,  1903,  at  Grand  Rapids,  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  Republican 
State  League  of  Michigan.  Before  he  would 
accept  this  position  he  declared  he  could 
not  think  of  accepting  it  unless  the  platform 
adopted  by  the  league  favored  a  primary 
election  law.  During  all  the  time  that  he 
was  an  officer  of  the  league  that  organization 
fought  gallantly  to  obtain  the  passage  of  this 
primary  law.  When  he  was  vice  president, 
in  company  with  President  Fenton  and 
others  of  the  primary  election  committee  of 
the  league,  he  appeared  before  the  commit- 
tee in  the  legislature  and  argued  in  its  favor. 
The  meetings  of  the  advisory  council  dis- 
cussed little  else  but  primary  reform  and  a 
fund  was  established  and  literature  and 
speakers  furnished  to  spread  the  doctrine  of 
purer  politics. 

In  August,  1903,  Mr,  Kuhn  was  offered  the 
position  of  special  counsel  of  the  bureau  of 
corporations  in  Washington,  but  declined 
the  offer.  In  the  spring  of  1904  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee  he  went  to 
Jackson  to  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  the  republican  party. 
The  judicial  convention,  nominating  three 
judges  for  the  bench,  was  held  in  Saginaw, 
September  8,  1904,  and  Mr.  Kuhn  was  an 
ardent  advocate  of  Mr.  Blair,  for  whom  he 
secured  the  support  of  his  county.  On  the 
12th  of  September,  1904,  at  Warren,  he  was 
nominated  by  acclamation  for  the  office  of 
judge  of  probate  and  was  elected  by  a  ma- 


jority of  three  hundred  and  forty  over  Seth 
W.  Knight.  In  1905  he  was  tendered  the 
position  of  reading  clerk  in  the  United 
States  senate,  offered  by  Senator  Alger,  but 
he  declined  the  honor,  giving  as  his  reason 
that  he  preferred  to  remain  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office 
to  which  he  had  been  recently  elected  by  his 
many  friends  in  Macomb  county. 

Judge  Kuhn  is  a  member  of  many  frater- 
nal organizations  in  Mount  Clemens  and  is 
at  present  president  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
Club  and  secretary  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
Hotel  and  Bath  House  Association.  For 
several  years  he  was  chancellor  commander 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  building 
up  of  this  lodge  was  greatly  due  to  his  en- 
ergy. Not  free  from  the  attack  to  which  all 
men  of  political  prominence  are  subject, 
Mr.  Kuhn  nevertheless  has  the  respect  of  the 
vast  majority  of  the  people  of  his  state  even 
though  they  differ  from  him  in  opinion,  and 
while  never  swerving  in  the  slightest  degree 
from  a  position  which  he  believes  to  be  right, 
he  is  never  abusive  in  his  treatment  of  an 
opponent  and  the  consensus  of  public  opinion 
ranks  him  with  the  men  of  strong  and  hon- 
orable purpose  who  are  working  for  purity 
and  principles  in  politics 


HERMAN  J.  SLATING. 

Herman  J.  Slating  stands  for  progress  in 
all  departments  of  agricultural,  life  and  in 
community  interests  as  well,  and  is  now  ac- 
tively engaged  in  general  farming  on  sec- 
tion's, Lenox  township.  The  old  Slating 
homestead  on  section  7  is  the  place  of  his 
birth,  which  occurred  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1869,  his  parents  being  Charles  and  Hen- 
rietta (Knust)  Slating,  natives  of  Germany. 
The  father  was  born  in  Mechlenberg,  Ger- 
many, in  1828,  and  came  to  Macomb  county 
in  1864,  settling  in  Lenox  township,  where  he 
purchased  the  Chapoton  farm.  Clearing  the 
land  he  made  all  of  the  improvements  upon 
the  place  and  in  the  early  days  experienced 
the  usual  trials  and  difficulties  which  fall  to 
the  lot  of  the  frontier  settler  who  plants  his 
home  in  the  midst  of  the  forest.  He  still 
carries  on  general  farming  and  since  estab- 
lishing his  home  in  this  township  he  has 
added  to  his  original  possessions,  becoming 
owner  of  the  homestead  upon  which  the 
son  Herman  now  resides.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  German  Lutheran  church  of  Omo  and 
is  well  known  as  a  respected  and  worthy 
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citizen  of  his  community.  In  his  family 
were  three  children :  Louise,  now  the  wife 
of  Robert  Baumgartner ;  Herman  J. ;  and 
Edward,  who  is  married  and  is  living  with 
his  father. 

Herman  J.  Slating  is  indebted  to  the  dis- 
trict school  system  of  his  native  county  for 
the  educational  privileges  he  enjoyed.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  labor  and  remained  upon 
the  farm  with  his  father  until  twenty-eight 
years  of  age,  when  he  took  charge  of  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  resides  and  upon 
which  he  has  made  nearly  all  of  the  im- 
provements. The  place  is  well  drained  and 
the  land  is  rich  and  productive.  He  erected 
a  handsome  residence  and  also  a  barn  in 
1898.  He  is  now  accounted  one  of  the  pros- 
perous agriculturists  of  his  community,  de- 
voting his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
fields  and  care  of  the  stock,  and  everything 
about  his  place  is  in  keeping  with  the  ideas 
of  modern  progress  and  improvement. 

In  September,  1898,  Mr.  Slating  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Florence  May  Peters,  a  daugh- 
ter of  August  and  Dora  (Hartway)  Peters, 
of  Lenox  township.  Her  father  is  a  native 
of  Germany  and  became  a  resident  of  "Wayne 
county,  Michigan,  in  1859,  accompanying  his 
parents  on  their  emigration  to  the  new 
world.  He  first  settled  in  Wayne  county 
Mid  in  1890  removed  to  Lenox  township, 
where  he  now  resides,  having  still  at  home 
another  daughter,  Emma  B.,  and  son,  Arthur 
Clark.  The  latter  is  a  concrete  worker.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slating  has  been  born  one 
child — Beulah  May  Bell,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 3,  1903.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  German  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Omo  and  are  well  known  in  the  locality 
where  they  reside,  having  many  warm 
friends  wrho   esteem  them  highly. 


WILLIAM   II.   WELCH. 

William  II.  Welch  is  an  active,  enterprising 
business  man,  now  largely  engaged  in  buying, 
feeding  and  shipping  stock,  to  which  busi- 
ness he  has  devoted  his  energies  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century.  He  was  born  in  Ontario, 
Canada,  October  15,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  Welch,  who  was  born  April  14,  1822, 
in  Mountain  township,  Lower  Canada,  and 
was  there  reared  and  married.  The  lady  of 
his  choice  was  Miss  Mary  Mcintosh,  who  was 
born  June  10,  1824,  and  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
parentage.  Following  their  marriage  Mr. 
Welch  secured  a  farm  in  Ontario,  where  he 


carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  then  removed  to  Michigan, 
settling  in  St.  Clair  county  about  1860,  while 
in  1865  he  came  to  Macomb  county.  Llere 
he  x>urchased  land,  owning  and  operating  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Washington 
township.  For  a  number  of  years  he  success- 
fully carried  on  farming,  but  the  last  ten 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  honorable  re- 
tirement from  further  labor  in  Romeo,  dying 
there  May  7,  1899.  His  wife  survives  him 
and  lives  in  Romeo.  In  the  family  were  seven 
children,  two  sons  and  five  daughters :  Sol- 
omon, who  owns  and  operates  a  farm; 
Hannah,  the  wife  of  Lyman  Hall,  of  AVash- 
irigton  township ;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Nelson 
Hill,  of  Lansing,  Michigan;  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  John  Hall,  of  North  Branch  town- 
ship ;  Nancy,  the  wife  of  William  Haines,  of 
Toledo,  Oregon ;  and  Linda,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Casey  of  Romeo. 

William  II.  Welch,  the  other  member  of 
the  family,  came  to  Michigan  when  a  lad  of 
twelve  years  and  was  reared  in  Marion  coun- 
ty, lie  came  to  Macomb  county  in  1865,  but 
largely  acquired  his  education  in  Marion 
county.  He  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
upon  his  father's  farm  and  assisted  him  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  fields  until  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  when  he  resolved  to  establish 
a  home  of  his  own  and  engage  in  active  busi- 
ness ventures.  Therefore,  on  the  7th  of  De- 
cember, 1876,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Jennie  C.  Murray,  a  native  of  Canada, 
who  was  reared  in  this  county.  They  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  in  Washing- 
ton township,  where  they  remained  for  a  year 
and  then  removed  to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich- 
igan, where  they  resided  for  one  year.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  Mr.  AVelch  returned 
to  his  farm,  owning  a  tract  of  eighty-five 
acres  of  land,  and  in  addition  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  fields  he  has  raised  and  fed 
stock.  His  business  affairs  have  been  care- 
fully conducted  and  his  labor  has  been  a 
strong  element  in  his  success,  while  his  dili- 
gence and  keen  sagacity  have  also  figured  in 
his  prosperity.  He  moved  to  Romeo  in  Octo- 
ber, 1904,  when  he  purchased  residence  prop- 
erty,  where   he   is  now  living. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch  have  been  born 
four  children:  Linnie  L.,  Wilhelmina,  Harry 
A.  and  William  Hazen,  all  under  the  par- 
ental roof.  Politically  Mr.  Welch  is  a  stal- 
wart republican,  but  without  political  aspi- 
rations for  himself.  He  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity  at  Romeo,  where  he  has 
taken  the  Royal  Arch  degrees  and  also  became 
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a  Knight  Templar  Mason.  He  likewise  belongs 
to  Mount  Clemens  Council,  R.  &  S.  M.,  and 
to  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Detroit,  and  with  his 
wife  and  two  daughters  is  a  member  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  while  he  and  his  wife  are  like- 
wise members  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Mac- 
cabees. Mr.  Welch  is  well  known  in  Mount 
Clemens  and  Macomb  county,  for  his  business 
relations  have  brought  him  in  contact  with 
many  representatives  of  the  farming  commu- 
nity and  also  a  large  number  of  other  citizens 
here.  He  stands  high  in  public  regard  and  in 
matters  of  citizenship  it  is  known  that  he  may 
always  be  found  upon  the  side  of  progress 
and  improvement. 


JACOB  P.  GOODELL. 

Jacob  P.  Goodell,  a  retired  farmer  living 
in  the  village  of  Armada,  was  born  in  Da- 
rien,  sixteen  miles  from  Buffalo,  New  York, 
in  December,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Nabbie  (Smith)  Goodell.  The  former  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  came  to  Michigan 
in  1836,  settling  in  Ray  township,  Macomb 
county.  He  purchased  land  and  with  char- 
acteristic energy  began  the  development  of  a 
good  home  for  his  family.  He  died  December 
5,  1902,  having  attained  a  ripe  old  age.  His 
wife  passed  away  in  1873.  They  brought  with 
them  to  this  country  four  children.  In  their 
family  were  five  sons,  as  follows :  Shubel, 
who  died  in  Richmond,  but  his  widow  is  now 
living  in  Armada ;  John  W.,  who  married  and 
left  one  child,  the  mother  also  being  de- 
ceased; Josiah  R.,  a  farmer  who  resides  in 
Tuscola,  near  Fostoria,  Michigan,  and  has 
one  son  and  one  daughter;  Jacob  P.,  of  this 
review ;  and  Lyman,  who  is  living  in  David- 
son, east  of  Flint,  Michigan,  where  he  fol- 
lows farming.  He  has  three  children,  two 
sons  and  a  daughter.  He  served  in  the  Civil 
war  as  wagonmaster  in  the  Eighth  Michigan 
Cavalry. 

Jacob  P.  Goodell  began  his  education  in  a 
log  schoolhouse,  sitting  on  slab  seats.  The 
students  who  were  large  enough  to  Avrite  had 
boards  placed  in  front  of  them  to  serve  as 
desks.  Later  Mr.  Goodell  attended  a  school 
held  in  a  frame  building,  but  his  educational 
privileges  were  somewhat  limited,  although 
experience,  observation  and  reading  have 
added  largely  to  his  knowledge.  In  early 
manhood  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade 
for  seven  or  eight  years  and  then  put  aside 
his  tools  in  order  to  shoulder  the  rifle  and 
become  a  defender  of  the  Union  cause.     He 


enlisted  on  the  1st  of  November,  1862,  in  the 
Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry,  as  a  private,  and 
was  mustered  out  on  the  20th  of  January, 
1863,  in  order  that  he  might  accept  a  promo- 
tion, and  on  the  6th  of  June,  1864,  was  com- 
missioned second  lieutenant  in  Company  H, 
Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry.  On  the  21st  of  the 
same  month  he  was  appointed  to  the  rank  of 
first  lieutenant  and  when  the  war  was  over 
received  an  honorable  discharge,  being  mus- 
tered out  at  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  July  20,  1865. 
He  participated  altogether  in  fifty-two  skir- 
mishes and  battles  and  traveled  twelve  thou- 
sand miles  during  that  time.  For  fifteen  days 
he  was  within  the  Confederate  lines,  but 
eventually  made  his  escape.  His  brother  was 
also  captured,  but  he  bought  the  sergeant  off 
and  got  back  to  the  Union  lines. 

Jacob  P.  Goodell  was  married  in  January, 
1862,  to  Miss  Hannah  Lee,  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Lee,  who  was  a  resident  of  Ray  town- 
ship. There  were  two  children  of  this  mar- 
riage, Theda  and  Flora.  The  former  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Shoemaker,  a  farmer  residing 
at  Ferry,  Michigan,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren. Flora  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Chubb,  a 
merchant  of  Berville,  Michigan.  In  1883  Mr. 
Goodell  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
his  first  wife.  He  has  since  married  Mrs. 
Hannah  (Fulton)  Bissell  and  they  have  one 
son,  John,  who  is  now  eighteen  years  of  age. 
By  her  first  husband  she  had  one  son,  Edwin 
Bissell,  who  is  employed  in  the  Cadillac  Auto- 
mobile Works,  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  who 
is  married  and  has  a  daughter.  .  Mrs.  Goodell 
was  born  at  Port  Elusa,  eleven  miles  from  Ni- 
agara Falls,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  Clay 
and  Margaret  (Devereaux)  Fulton.  Her 
father  was  a  captain  on  the  lakes  and  was 
said  to  be  without  a  superior  in  the  voca- 
tion which  he  chose  as  a  life  work.  He  died 
in  1889,  while  his  wife  passed  away  July  26, 
1887.  Mrs.  Goodell  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Chatham  and  Chicago,  and  also  in 
St.  Catherines,  Canada. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Goodell  is  a  dem- 
ocrat, having  supported  the  party  since 
attaining  his  majority.  He  has  been  a  Mason 
for  fifty-one  years,  having  joined  Macomb 
lodge  more  than  a  half  century  ago.  He  now 
belongs  to  Harmony  lodge,  No.  43,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Eastern  Star.  He  holds  membership 
with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and 
his  wife  with  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps, 
and  of  the  latter  she  is  junior  vice  command- 
er. She  likewise  belongs  to  the  Congrega- 
tional church.     Both  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Goodell 


44° 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


have  the  high  esteem  of  many  friends  and 
enjoy  the  favorable  regard  of  all  who  know 
them.  They  now  reside  in  the  village  of  Ar- 
mada, where  they  have  a  nice  home,  and  he 
still  owns  his  farm,  comprising  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  has 
been  very  successful  in  his  business  career, 
for  having  started  out  in  life  without  capital 
he  is  now  in  possession  of  a  comfortable  com- 
petence. From  the  time  of  his  return  from 
the  army  until  a  very  recent  date  he  contin- 
uously and  actively  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits  and  his  enterprise  and  labor  have 
proved  the  foundation  upon  which  he  builded 
his  prosperity.  When  he  became  a  resident 
of  this  locality  the  land  was  all  covered  with 
timber  and  only  one  man  in  all  this  part  of 
the  county  owned  horses.  Pioneer  conditions 
everywhere  existed  and  the  evidences  of  fron- 
tier life  were  seen  in  all  homes,  but  as  the 
years  have  advanced  great  changes  have  been 
wrought  and  the  transformation  has  made  Ma- 
comb county  one  of  the  most  highly  improved 
in  all  this  great  commonwealth. 


HENRY  BENNETT. 


Henry  Bennett,  accounted  one  of  the  enter- 
prising business  men  of  Washington,  who  for 
a  number  of  years  has  been  active  in  public 
life  as  well  as  in  private  business  interests,  is 
now  serving  as  township  treasurer,  a  position 
which  he  has. occupied  for  the  past  four  years. 
He  was  born  in  Macomb  county,  June  31, 
1831,  and  is  a  son  of  Luther  Bennett,  a  native 
of  Massachusetts,  in  which  state  the  father 
was  reared.  He  was  a  mechanic  and  black- 
smith by  trade  and  in  the  year  1830  he  came 
to  the  west,  settling  in  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  where  he  established  a  blacksmith 
and  repair  shop,  this  being  the  first  of  the 
kind  in  Washington.  He  carried  on  business 
for  a  number  of  years  and  afterward  bought 
and  operated  a  small  farm,  which  he  con- 
ducted in  connection  with  his  blacksmithing. 
His  last  days  were  passed  in  this  county  and 
through  a  long  period  his  upright  life  com- 
mended him  to  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
all  with  whom  he  was  associated.  His  early 
political  support  was  given  to  the  whig  party 
and  he  afterward  supported  the  republican 
party.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a  number 
of  years  and  reached  the  venerable  age  of 
almost  ninety-five.  She  was  born  in  Rut- 
land, Vermont,  and  when  nineteen  years  of 
age  removed  with  her  parents  to  New  York 
state,  where  she  married  Luther  Bennett.  In 
their  family  were  two  sons  and  five  daughters, 


who  reached  mature  years,  namely:  Polly, 
who  was  married  and  lived  in  this  county 
but  is  now  deceased;  Mrs.  Rhoda  Green,  a 
widow,  living  in  the  village  of  Washington; 
Charles,  who  is  retired  and  divides  his  time 
between  Detroit  and  Washington,  Michigan; 
Henry,  of  this  review,  and  Jane  L.,  who  re- 
sides upon  the  old  homestead. 

Henry  Bennett  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm  and  is  indebted  to  the  schools  of  Wash- 
ington for  the  early  educational  privileges  he 
enjoyed.  He  afterward  attended  a  select 
school  taught  by  Professor  Keeler  at  Disco. 
In  his  youth  he  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade  with  his  father  and  he  and  his  brother 
Charles  carried  on  business  for  a  number  of 
years.  Later  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
manufacture  of  fanning  mills,  in  which  busi- 
ness he  continued  for  some  years,  or  until 
about  1868.  Later  he  engaged  in  farming, 
owning  a  fruit  farm  near  the  town,  on  which 
he  has  a  large  and  fine  orchard,  regarded  as 
one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  He  raises 
various  kinds  of  fruits  upon  his  place  and  his 
perseverance,  combined  with  his  untiring  en- 
ergy and  strong  determination,  enable  him  to 
meet  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  married  first  near  Roches- 
ter in  Monroe  county,  New  York,  to  Miss 
Hannah  D.  Carman,  a  native  of  NeAv  York, 
who  died  in  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  in 
1864,  leaving  one  son,  Carman  L.  Bennett,  a 
farmer  of  Washington  township.  Mr.  Bennett 
was  again  married  in  the  Empire  state,  his  sec- 
ond union,  however,  occurring  in  Orleans 
county,  in  1868,  at  which  date  Susan  L.  Cor- 
bin  became  his  wife.  She,  too,  was  born  and 
reared  in  New  York.  They  have  a  daughter. 
Ella  L.  Bennett,  now  Mrs.  II .  A.  Griffin,  of 
Ann  Arbor. 

Mr.  Bennett  proudly  cast  his  first  ballot  for 
the  candidates  of  the  whig  party  and  contin- 
ued one  of  its  supporters  until  its  dissolution, 
when  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  new  republi- 
can party,  which  he  has  since  supported.  He 
was  elected  and  served  as  township  treasurer 
and  by  reason  of  re-election  is  now  filling  the 
position  for  the  second  term.  He  has  also 
been  collector  and  has  been  a  delegate  to 
various  conventions.  He  keeps  well  informed 
on  the  political  questions  and  issues  of  the 
day  and  is  recognized  as  a  party  leader  in  his 
community.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Universalist  church  and  Mr.  Bennett  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  holding  membership 
in  Macomb  lodge,  No.  64,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
which  he  served  as  master  for  eighteen  years 
and  is  now  past  master.    He  has  also  been  its 
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representative  to  the  grand  lodge  for  eighteen 
years.  lie  likewise  belongs  to  Romeo  chapter 
and  commandery  and  is  not  only  a  Knight 
Templar  Mason  but  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Detroit  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
served  for  one  year  as  high  priest  of  the  chap- 
ter and  his  opinions  are  thoroughly  in  accord 
with  the  teachings  and  tenets  of  the  craft. 

He  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  early  settlers 
of  the  county.  He  has  resided  in  the  village 
of  Washington  for  seventy-four  years,  cover- 
ing the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  has  an  ex- 
tensive acquaintance  in  the  county,  where  he 
is  known  as  a  man  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
He  has  lived  an  exemplary  life  and  has  been 
a  useful  and  public-spirited  citizen.  Few  men 
have  longer  resided  within  the  borders  of  this 
county  than  has  Mr.  Bennett  and  he  is  well 
informed  concerning  its  history,  while  in  pub- 
lic affairs  he  has  aided  in  molding  and  shaping 
the  destiny  and  purpose  of  the  county. 

GEORGE  G.  ROBERSON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  George  G.  Roberson,  now  the  oldest 
practitioner  of  medicine  in  Utica,  was  born 
January  26,  1855,  in  Mount  Clemens,  and  is 
a  son  of  Jacob  and  Emaline  (Charter)  Rober- 
son, the  former  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and 
the  latter  of  Chautauqua  county.  New  York. 
Both  were  of  Scotch  lineage,  their  ancestors 
having  come  from  the  land  of  the  hills  and 
the  heather  to  America.  "When  a  young  man 
Jacob  Roberson  moved  to  Mount  Clemens, 
Michigan.  He  had  pursued  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  New  Jersey  and  had  there 
learned  the  miller's  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  his  death.  He  began  the  milling  busi- 
ness in  Utica  in  1858  and  was  identified  in 
that  manner  with  industrial  interests  until 
he  departed  this  life  in  1871.  His  plant  was 
called  the  Canal  Mills  and  is  still  operated 
by  water  power.  His  widow  survives  him 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  son  George, 
who  is  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  two  sons 
and  a  daughter,  but  one  of  the  sons  died 
in  Mount  Clemens  in  his  boyhood  days.  The 
daughter,  Jennie,  is  the  wife  of  D.  L.  Strong, 
a  jeweler  of  Flint,  Michigan,  and  they  have 
a  daughter  twenty  years  of  age. 

Dr.  Roberson  continued  his  education  in 
the  Utica  high  school  and  in  the  State  Uni- 
versity at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  where  he 
spent  one  year.  He  afterward  devoted  two 
years  to  study  in  the  Detroit  Medical  Co.^ege 
and  for  one  year  was  a  student  in  the  ni- 
versity  of  Berlin,  in  Germany,  being  ah  oad 
in  1893.     He  completed  his  course  in  tl7*    De-m 


troit  Medical  College  in  the  class  oi  1877 
and  entered  upon  practice  at  Norris,  now 
North  Detroit,  but  remained  there  for  only  a 
few  months,  after  which  he  came  to  Utica, 
where  she  has  since  lived,  being  now  the  oldest 
practitioner  here,  lie  has  much  consultation 
work  and  practices  in  the  surrounding  towns 
and  country  as  well  as  in  Utica.  Almost 
from  the  beginning  of  his  residence  here  his 
business  has  been  of  profitable  proportions 
and  his  labors  have  proven  of  much  benefit 
to  those  in  need  of  professional  services  in 
his  line,  lie  is  now  examining  physician  for 
the  Maccabees,  the  New  York  Life  Insurance 
Company,  the  Michigan  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, the  Providence  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  the  Savings  Life  Assurance  Com- 
pany. He  belongs  to  the  Macomb  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Northeast  District  Med- 
ical Society  and  the  Michigan  State  Medical 
Society :  and  the  prominence  accorded  him  by 
the  medical  fraternity  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  has  held  office  in  each  of  these. 
lie  is  also  a  in  ember  of  the  board  of  pen- 
sion examiners  and  he  maintains  an  office  at 
his  residence  and  at  his  store,  for  in  connec- 
tion with  his  medical  practice  here  he  is  pro- 
prietor of  a  drug  and  grocery  store  in  Utica. 

Dr.  Roberson  was  married  in  1879  to  Miss 
Clara  Lames,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane 
(Lester)  Eames,  the  former  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  the  latter  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Eames  was  of  English  lineage,  while  the  Les- 
ters  came  from  Ireland.  Mrs.  Roberson  was 
educated  in  Utica  and  in  the  high  school  in 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  and  for  two  years  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching.  By  her  mar- 
riage she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  sons : 
William  B.,  born  February  21,  1881,  was 
graduated  from  the  Utica  high  school,  the 
Detroit  high  school  and  the  University  of 
Michigan,  and  is  now  editor  of  the  Association 
Jeweler.  Edgar  J.  Roberson,  born  November 
26,  1882,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Utica  high 
school  and  Gutchess  Business  College  of  De- 
troit and  is  a  stenographer,  being  now  em- 
ployed in  a  wholesale  and  retail  establish- 
ment in  Choteau,  Montana.  At  one  time  he 
was  private  secretary  for  Senator  Gibson  of 
Great  Falls,  Montana,  and  during  that  period 
was  in   Washington,   D.   C. 

Dr.  Roberson  has  always  been  a  stanch  re- 
publican, and  he  belongs  to  the  Maccabees, 
the  Foresters  and  the  Masonic  lodges,  being 
master  of  the  last  named.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  connected  with  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  in  which  his  wife  is  worthy 
atron,  and  his  affiliation  with  the  craft  cov- 
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ers  a  quarter  of  a  century.  They  are  both 
widely  known  here  and  the  circle  of  their 
friends  is  almost  co-extensive  with  the  circle 
of  their  acquaintance.  Dr  Roberson  stands 
high  socially  and  professionally  and  with 
full  realization  of  the  responsibility  that  de- 
volves upon  him  has  kept  in  touch  with  the 
progress  of  the  medical  fraternity  and  thus 
continually  promotes  his  efficiency. 


LUTHER  C.  BATES. 


Luther  C.  Bates,  carrying'  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits,   was  born  in   1855   on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides  in   Lenox  town- 
ship,  his   parents  being  Daniel   and  Almira 
(Dryer)    Bates.      The   father,   the   second  of 
the   twelve    children   of   Ezra   and   Margaret 
Bates,  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York  in 
1825  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Macomb 
county  in  1835,  the  family  home  being  estab- 
lished in  Chesterfield  township.     When  about 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  began  teaching  and 
during  the  fifteen  years  which  he  devoted  to 
that  profession  he  was  a  teacher  in  the  Bates, 
Atwood  and  New  Haven  schools.    In  the  early 
'70s  he  was  appointed  school  inspector,  after 
which  he  gave  up  teaching  and  returned  to 
his  farm,   which  he  had  purchased  in   1855, 
known  as  the  Crandall  farm  in  Lenox  town- 
ship,  and  on  which  his   son  Luther  is   now 
living.     He  cleared  the  land,  making  all  the 
improvements  thereon,   and  soon  a  well   de- 
veloped property  was  the  visible  evidence  of 
his  life  of  thrift  and  diligence.     In  commu- 
nity affairs  he  was  interested  and  active  and 
he   served   as  supervisor   of  Lenox  township 
for  eight  or  ten  years.    The  mother,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Cleora  Dryer,   was  born  in 
1830  and  died  in  1866,  leaving  two  children, 
Luther  C.  and  Florence  K.  (now  Mrs.  Pierson, 
of  Hadley,  Michigan).     For  his  second  wife 
the    father    chose    Miss    Jennette    Haskin,    a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Mary  Haskin  of  Ma- 
comb township.    He  died  September  17,  1901, 
leaving  a  widow,  who  is  now  living  on  a  part 
of  the  old  homestead,  and  the  son  and  daugh- 
ter of  the  first  marriage. 

Luther  C.  Bates  was  a  student  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  in  his  boyhood  days  and  remained 
on  the  home  farm  in  his  youth,  taking  full 
charge  of  it  when  twenty-one  years  of  age 
and  continuing  its  operation  to  the  present 
time.  He  carries  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  and  the  fields  are  now  highly  culti- 
vated,  while   in   their  midst   are   substantial 


buildings  and  in  the  pastures  are  good  grades 
of  stock. 

In  September,  1880,  Mr.  Bates  married  Miss 
Margaret  Buckindail,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Sarah  Buckindail,  of  Richmond  town- 
ship, who  were  natives  of  Canada  and  came 
to  Macomb  county  about  1864,  settling  in 
Richmond  township,  where  they  spent  their 
remaining  days,  the  father  dying  in  March, 
1898,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  March, 
1875.  They  had  a  family  of  eight  children: 
Mrs.  Emily  Haar,  of  Lenox;  Mrs.  Bates;  Jo- 
seph Henry  and  Michael,  of  Richmond;  Mrs. 
Adeline  Haar,  of  Richmond;  Mrs.  Phoeba 
Jackman,  of  Harbor  Springs,  Michigan ;  Mrs. 
Charles  Nowlin,  of  Tuscola,  Michigan;  and 
Mrs.  Jane  Peffers,  of  Harbor  Beach,  Huron 
county. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  has  been 
blessed  with  two  daughters,  Nellie  and  Clara, 
who  are  with  their  parents  on  the  home  farm, 
which  is  a  well-kept  property,  indicative  in 
its  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the  careful 
supervision  of  a  painstaking  and  progressive 
owner. 


JOHN  McKAY. 

John  McKay,  who  has  been  identified  with 
the  development  of  the  lumber  industry  of 
Michigan  and  is  now  devoting  his  energies  to 
general  agricultural  pursuits  on  section  32, 
Richmond  township,  was  born  on  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island,  June  14,  1839,  a  son  of  Donald 
and  Hughina  McKay,  natives  of  the  high- 
lands of  Scotland.  The  father  was  born  in 
Sutherlandshire  in  1803  and  in  1815  went  to 
Prince  Edward  Island,  where  he  lived  until 
1848,  when  he  removed  to  Kent  county,  near 
Chatham,  Ontario,  Canada.  There  he  car- 
ried on  general  farming  until  1861,  when  he 
sold  his  property  there  and  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, purchasing,  in  partnership  with  his  son 
John,  a  farm  in  Macomb  county,  and  lived 
in  Memphis.  There  he  made  his  home  un- 
til 1881,  when  he  sold  out  and  resided  with 
his  son  in  Richmond  township  until  his  death. 
He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  for  many  years  served  as  one  of 
its  elders.  After  coming  to  Michigan,  as 
there  was  no  church  organization  of  his  de- 
nomination in  his  locality,  he  joined  the  Con- 
gregational church,  of  which  he  was  an  ac- 
tive member  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  in  Au- 
gust, 1882.  His  wife  passed  away  a  year 
later,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  Of  their 
family  of  nine  children  five  are  still  living: 
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Catherine,  the  wife  of  Richard  Hall,  of  Lon- 
don, Ontario;  Martha,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Hall,  also  of  London;  Jessie,  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Peake,  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee;  Jane, 
the  wife  of  William  Weatherby,  of  Ionia, 
Michigan ;  and  John.  One  son,  Kenneth,  en- 
listed in  the  Union  army  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany G,  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  saw7 
some  hard  service.  He  was  wounded  and  ta- 
ken prisoner  at  Buzzard's  Roost  and  sent  to 
Andersonville,  where  he  lingered  in  poor 
health  for  six  months  and  then  answered  the 
last  bugle  call,  his  remains  being  interred  out- 
side the  prison  walls,  his  life  being  thus  given 
a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  his  country. 

John  McKay  began  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Prince  Edward  Island  and  com- 
pleted his  studies  in  Chatham,  Ontario,  to 
which  place  he  removed  with  his  parents  in 
1848.  At  that  time  he  had  to  pay  a  school 
rate,  for  the  public  school  system  had  not 
been  inaugurated.  He  came  Avith  his  parents 
to  Michigan  in  1861  and  with  his  father  pur- 
chased a  house  in  Memphis,  carrying  on  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  and  teaming 
until  1880,  when  that  property  was  sold  and 
John  McKay  purchased  the  Dixon  farm  from 
S.  Stone  in  Richmond  township,  which  is  his 
present  home.  He  has  since  made  many  im- 
provements, has  remodeled  the  house  and  has 
erected  nearly  all  the  other  farm  buildings  on 
the  place.  He  has  also  brought  his  land  up 
to  a  high  state  of  productiveness  and  the  fields 
now  return  to  him  good  harvests,  making  his 
annual  income  a  gratifying  one. 

For  two  years  Mr.  McKay  was  foreman  of 
the  An  Sable  Boom  &  Rafting  Log  Company, 
of  which  John  Stanley,  of  St.  Clair  county, 
was  superintendent.  In  1873  he  began  lumber- 
ing in  the  winter  months  in  the  position  of 
foreman  in  the  camp  of  W.  B.  Stewart  and 
afterward  for  John  P.,  William  and  James 
Sanburn,  of  Port  Huron.  He  continued  that 
work  until  1879,  when  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Robert  Stewart,  of  Memphis,  con" 
tr acting  to  get  out  so  many  feet  of  lumber 
each  winter.  The  most  of  their  work  was 
done  in  Bay  county,  Michigan,  and  for  three 
consecutive  wdnters  they  got  out  six  million 
feet  of  timber.  In  1882  Mr.  McKay  withdrew 
from  the  partnership  and  began  contracting 
on  his  own  account,  lumbering  for  William 
Jenkinson,  of  Port  Huron;  McGraw,  of  Bay 
City;  McClure  &  Company,  of  Saginaw; 
Westover,  of  Bay  City;  and  J.  L.  Wood,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  writh  whom  he  contracted  to 
get  out  five  million  feet  of  timber  in  the  win- 
ter of  1886.     When  that  contract  was  com- 


pleted he  gave  up  lumbering  and  returned  to 
the  farm,  since  which  time  he  has  given  his 
undivided  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  McKay  was  married  June  25,  1874,  to 
Miss  Mary  Weatherby,  a  daughter  of  Leviah 
and  Mary  S.  Weatherby,  of  Dunville,  On- 
tario, whose  parents  were  natives  of  Vermont 
and  Ireland,  respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Kay had  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  liv- 
ing: John  W.,  who  spent  his  early  life  on 
the  Port  Huron  division  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railroad  as  an  operator  and  also  in  Detroit, 
is  at  present  fireman  on  the  Wabash  Rail- 
road, living  at  Decatur,  Illinois.  Donald 
Scott  is  connected  with  electrical  business  in 
Chicago ;  Dallas  Richard  is  a  stenographer  of 
the  same  city ;  and  Kenneth  Hugh  is  at  home 
with  his  father.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
March  19,  1904. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  McKay  is  an  earn- 
est republican  and  his  first  vote  in  the  United 
States  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  1864. 
He  is  a  member  of  Armada  lodge,  No.  143, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  is  one  of  the  oldest 
Masons  in  Richmond  township,  having  been 
identified  with  the  craft  since  1865,  while  in 
his  life  he  has  been  true  to  its  teachings  and 
tenets.  In  his  business  career  he  has  been 
watchful  of  opportunities,  quick  to  master 
an  intricate  situation  and  his  labors,  discern- 
ingly directed  in  the  channels  of  trade,  have 
been  the  resultant  factors  in  his  success. 


SAMUEL  D.  GRANT. 

Samuel  D.  Grant,  who  is  connected  with 
the  grain  trade  in  Richmond,  was  born  in 
Richmond  township,  Macomb  county,  Decem- 
ber 20,  1865.  His  father,  Duncan  Grant, 
was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  as  was  his 
father,  Alexander  Grant,  while  the  latter 's 
father  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  whence  he 
emigrated  to  Canada,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  Alexander  Grant  was  the  first  of 
the  name  to  come  to  Michigan,  settling  in 
St.  Clair  county  in  1846,  and  there  he  en- 
gaged in  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  devoting  his 
active  business  life  to  that  work.  His  son, 
Duncan  Grant,  having  been  reared  in  St.  Clair 
county,  removed  to  Macomb  county  about 
1860  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Richmond 
township,  two  and  a  half  miles  north  of 
Lenox  and  a  mile  east  of  his  present  home. 
He  married  Annetta  Closs,  who  was  born  in 
Richmond  township,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  two  are 
living. 
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Samuel  D.  Grant,  the  third  in  order  of 
birth,  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home- 
stead and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools. 
He  worked  in  the  fields  through  the  months 
of  summer  and  continued  to  assist  in  the 
cultivation  of  his  father's  farm  until  1890, 
when  he  removed  to  Richmond  and  accepted 
a  position  with  Mr.  Acker  in  the  hay  and 
grain  business  and  when  the  business  inter- 
ests in  that  line  in  Richmond  were  consoli- 
dated Mr.  Grant  became  superintendent  of  the 
elevators  and  warehouses — a  position  which 
necessitates  his  visiting*  the  various  plants 
of  the  new  company.  He  also  buys  hay  and 
grain  and  has  become  one  of  the  best  known 
representatives  of  the  trade  in  eastern  Michi- 
gan. During  his  superintendency  the  busi- 
ness has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of 
twelve  or  more  elevators  and  warehouses.  He 
is  highly  spoken  of  by  the  company  which 
he  represents  and  is  found  reliable  and  trust- 
worthy in  all  business  relations. 

Mr.  Grant  was  married,  in  July,  1901,  to 
Miss  Ella  Brewer,  of  St.  Clair  county,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Brewer,  an  old  and  re- 
spected resident  of  that  county,  who  served 
in  the  Civil  war.  They  make  their  home  in 
Richmond  and  enjoy  the  warm-hearted  hos- 
pitality which  is  extended  to  them  by  their 
many  friends  here.  Mr.  Grant  is  enterprising 
and  progressive  and  his  advancement  to  his 
present  position  of  trust  and  responsibility  has 
come  in  recognition  of  his  capable  and  faith- 
ful service. 


HUGH  SUTHERLAND. 

Hugh  Sutherland,  deceased,  who  was  num- 
bered among  the  brave  soldiers  that  Macomb 
county  furnished  to  the  Union  cause  and  who 
for  many  years  wras  a  respected  citizen  and 
successful  farmer  of  Chesterfield  township, 
was  born  in  Canada,  August  29,  1839.  His 
parents,  Alexander  and  Helen  Sutherland, 
had  emigrated  from  Glasgow,  Scotland,  to 
Canada,  the  year  previous  and  in  1855  they 
came  to  Macomb  county,  settling  in  Chester- 
field township.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children  and  the  father  died  when  his  son 
Hugh  was  fifteen  years  of  age. 

Hugh  Sutherland  acquired  his  education  in 
district  schools  in  Canada  and  this  county 
and  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  after 
the  inauguration  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he 
gave  evidence  of  a  patriotic  spirit  by  enlist- 
ing in  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  Ninth 


Michigan  Infantry,  under  Captain  William 
Jenny.  His  company  was  in  an  engagement 
at  Tyree  Springs  and  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged on  account  of  disability  in  1863.  Al- 
though he  participated  in  few  engagements  he 
went  on  some  of  the  hard  marches.  The  regi- 
ment was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland but  did  detached  service,  guarding 
the  line  of  communication. 

After  being  mustered  out  Mr.  Sutherland 
returned  to  his  home,  and  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1864,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet 
Hicks,  a  daughter  of  James  L.  and  Mary 
Hicks,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York 
respectively.  Becoming  pioneer  settlers  of 
Macomb  county  they  located  in  1856  on  forty 
acres  of  land  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Ches- 
terfield township,  where  they  remained  until 
1875,  when  they  became  residents  of  Plain- 
well,  Michigan,  where  Mr.  Hicks  filled  the 
office  of  marshal  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
died  there  in  1897,  aged  eighty-two  years,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  just  nineteen  hours  later, 
so  that  they  were  buried  in  the  same  grave. 
There  were  thirteen  children  in  their  family, 
of  whom  six  were  left  to  mourn  their  loss,  Mrs. 
Sutherland  being  the  eldest.  The  others  are : 
Mrs.  Barrenger  and  Mrs.  W.  D.'  Minor,  of 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan;  Mrs.  Lockwood,  of 
Saginaw,  this  state ;  and  Mrs.  J.  Chapman  and 
Joseph  Hicks,  of  Plainwell.  One  son,  Byron 
Hicks,  gave  his  life  for  his  country  during  the 
Civil  war.  He  entered  the  army  at  the  open- 
ing of  hostilities  and  after  serving  three  years 
re-enlisted,  being  starved  to  death  in  Belle 
Isle  prison  in  August,  1866.  Thirty-eight 
years  ago  the  verses  at  the  close  of  this  sketch 
wrere  written  and  sent  to  his  mother. 

In  the  year  of  his  marriage  Hugh  Suther- 
land settled  in  Chesterfield  township,  where 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  but  he 
gave  forty  acres  of  this  in  payment  for  the 
building  of  his  house  and  on  the  remaining 
forty  acres  he  lived  until  1878.  In  the  mean- 
time he  made  extensive  improvements,  placing 
the  land  in  a  highly  productive  condition.  He 
then  sold  to  Frank  Seiffert  and  bought  eighty 
acres  on  the  Telegraph  road,  of  which  sixty 
acres  was  covered  with  dense  timber  and  a 
small  house  was  the  only  improvement  in  the 
way  of  buildings.  For  the  first  five  years  he 
did  little  farming,  devoting  his  attention  to 
the  arduous  task  of  clearing  the  land,  cutting 
the  timber  into  logs,  bolts  and  cordwood, 
which  he  hauled  to  New  Baltimore  and  Mount 
Clemens,  some  days  using  eleven  or  twelve 
teams  in  this  way.  He  then  entered  upon  an 
effort  to  get  a  county  ditch  through  his  farm 
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and  spent  two  years  fighting  the  ease  in  the 
courts  but  was  finally  successful  and  thus 
obtained  an  outlet  for  his  farm  drainage.  In 
1879  he  built  a  barn  and  in  1884  a  second 
one.  In  1888  he  erected  his  house  and  after 
getting  his  land  in  shape  for  cultivation  he 
began  raising  wheat,  hay  and  corn.  His 
health  failing  in  1889  he  bought  a  house  and 
lot  in  New  Haven,  to  which  he  removed,  leav- 
ing his  farm  in  charge  of  his  son  William. 
After  nine  years  spent  in  town  he  returned  to 
the  farm  that  he  and  his  wife  might  aid  in 
caring  for  the  children  of  his  son  William, 
their  mother  having  just  passed  away.  They 
remained  there  for  a  year  and  then  went  to 
New  Baltimore,  where  Mr.  Sutherland  re- 
mained until  his  death,  July  1,  1902.  His  im- 
paired health  was  undoubtedly  largely  caused 
by  the  hardships  which  he  endured  for  fifteen 
years  while  working  in  the  lumber  woods,  but 
in  his  later  years  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  life  that  come  through  the  pos- 
session of  a  competence  that  he  had  gained 
through  his  persistent  labors. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutherland  were  born 
five  children,  but  Frederick  is  deceased.  The 
others  are  William  IT.  and  Byron  J.,  who  are 
mentioned  on  another  page  of  this  work; 
Charles  C. ;  and  Jennie  L.,  the  wife  of  Frank 
L.  Bacon,  of  New  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Sutherland  was  a  stanch  republican, 
deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the  party. 
He  belonged  to  John ,  Stockton  post,  No.  380, 
G.  A.  R.,  arid  was  a  faithful  and  zealous  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  church.  His  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Oakwood  cemetery  in 
New  Baltimore  and  his  death  wras  the  occasion 
of  sincere  and  widespread  regret,  for  he  was  a 
man  of  genuine  worth,  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him  because  of  his  loyalty  in  citizenship, 
his  trustworthiness  in  business  and  his  fidelity 
in  friendship.  He  was  devoted  to  his  family 
and  was  an  earnest  Christian  man. 

STARVED  IN  A  SOUTHERN  PRISON. 


IN  MEMORY  OF  BYRON  HICKS. 


He  died  not  on  the  battle  field, 

Amid  the  battle  hum, 
He  died  not  where  the  cheering  shout 

Proclaimed  a  victory  won. 

He  died  not  where  the  starry  flag, 
He  bravely  fought  to  save, 

In  future  triumph  proudly  floats 
O'er  many  a  hero's  grave. 


0 !  better  had  he  met  his  doom, 

'Mid  fire  and  smoke  and  shell; 
Than  in  a  southern  prison's  gloom, 

To  breath  his  last  farewell. 

But  God  who  rules  above  the  sky 

And  o'er  the  sons  of  men, 
Looked  down  and  heard  the  prisoner's  sigh, 

And  brought  relief  again. 

Then  to  his  angels  quickly  said, 
"Go  bring  the  sufferer  home, 
My  martyred  one,  who  fought  and  bled 
For  thee,  for  thee  I  come. 

"No  more  to  face  the  cannon  mouth, 

Thy  duty  it  shall  be, 
Far  from  thy  gloomy  prison  wall, 

I  come  to  set  thee  free." 

And  O !  we  trust  that  He  who  once 

Through  the  dark  valley  trod, 
Met,  and  received  your  dying  boy, 

And  bore  him  home  to  God. 

That  in  the  soldier's  mutual  strife 

Ere  sight  and  sense  grew  dim, 
The  Savior  heard  his  dying  prayer, 

And  God  remembered  him. 

But  0 !  to  die  in  a  strange  land, 

No  loving  eye  to  weep, 
No  dear  friend  there  to  mark  the  spot 

Where  Byron  now  must  sleep. 

No  vision  of  a  mother's  form, 

His  dying  eye  to  bless, 
No  sister  with  affection  warm 

To  give  her  last  caress. 

But  then  we  know  in  God's  great  book 

An  awful  record  stands, 
Of  thousands  of  these  murdered  ones 

Starved  in  southern  lands, 

And  when  the  Lord  in  judgment 

Sits  on  His  great  white  throne, 
At  whose  hand  will  he  require, 

The  shed  blood  of  his  own ! 

— Mrs.  Frances  Avery. 


JOHN  F.  HAGAMAN. 

John  F.  Hagaman,  a  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-breeder,  residing  on  section  7,  Bruce 
township,  is  proprietor  of  the  Spring  Lake 
stock  farm,  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  best 
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improved  farms  in  Macomb  county.  A  native 
of  Germany  he  was  born  near  the  town  of 
Deboron,  in  the  province  of  Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin,  July  2,  1845.  He  was  the  son  of 
John  J.  and  Anna  (Harten)  Hagaman.  His 
father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  and 
lived  near  Deboron  until  he  came  to  the 
United  States.  He  had  two  brothers  and  one 
sister.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Chris- 
topher Harten,  a  large  landholder  who  lived 
and  died  near  the  city  of  Rostock.  He  was 
also  a  large  breeder  of  dairy  cattle  and  car- 
ried on  an  extensive  dairy.  Mrs.  Hagaman 
was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children.  In  the 
spring  of  1851  John  J.  Hagaman  decided  to 
emigrate  to  the  United  States,  and  with  his 
family  took  passage  at  Hamburg  on  a  sailing 
vessel.  They  were  on  the  ocean  seven  weeks 
and  three  days,  arriving  in  New  York  August 
7.  They  came  directly  to  Detroit,  where  a 
few  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  family  in 
that  city  Mr.  Hagaman,  his  wife  and  one 
daughter  were  stricken  with  cholera,  and  all 
three  died  in  one  night,  the  only  survivors 
of  the  family  at  the  present  time  being  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  and  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Louisa  Elwell,  of  Oakland  county,  Michigan. 

In  that  county,  living  with  his  sister,  John 
F.  Hagaman  grew  to  manhood.  In  August, 
1865,  he  came  to  Macomb  county  and  was 
married  July  19,  1868,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Pow- 
ell, who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bruce,  Ma- 
comb county,  June  21,  1844.  They  have  had 
four  sons:  A. Powell, born  September  24,1869; 
Carl,  February  27,  1875,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
J.  Bert,  October  7,  1876 ;  and  Howard  A., 
December  27,  1884.  A.  Powell  is  very  much 
interested  in  sheep  and  is  in  partnership  with 
his  father  in  breeding  registered  Oxford 
Down  sheep,  of  which  he  has  sole  charge.  He 
also  has  a  large  flock  of  registered  Angora 
goats.  This  is  comparatively  a  new  industry 
in  Michigan.  As  he  has  selected  the  founda- 
tion of  his  flock  from  the  very  best  breeders 
in  the  west  he  has  some  very  choice  animals 
of  this  breed.  J.  Bert  was  married  June  6, 
1900,  to  Miss  Blanche  Butler,  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  (Simon)  Butler,  of  North 
Branch,  Michigan.  He  lives  in  North  Branch 
and  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  and  farm  im- 
plement  business.  Howard  A.,  the  youngest 
son,  is  at  home.  He  has  an  interest  in  the 
stock,  assists  his  father  in  the  care  of  the  cat- 
tle and  is  a  breeder  of  pure-bred  poultry. 

Abram  T.  Powell,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Haga- 
man, was  born  in  Springfield,  Otsego  county, 
New  York,  December  23,  1803.     He  was  one 


of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Macomb  county,  as 
he  came  to  Michigan  in  1825  and  located  in 
Washington  township  in  1826.  He  was  mar- 
ried August  24,  1834,  to  Sarah  A.  Field,  who 
was  born  in  East  Guilford,  New  Haven  coun- 
ty, Connecticut,  September  6,  1812.  In  1835 
Mr.  Powell  purchased  a  farm  in  Bruce  town- 
ship, where  he  lived  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1873.  Mrs.  Powell  died  in  1900. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hagaman  began  their  domes- 
tic life  on  a  portion  of  the  Powell  homestead, 
and  Mr.  Hagaman  has  added  to  this  by  pur- 
chase until  the  farm  now  contains  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  the  best  farming 
land.  In  1869  Mr.  Hagaman  began  the  breed- 
ing of  shorthorn  cattle,  which  he  has  made 
the  chief  industry  of  the  farm.  He  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  largest  breeders  of  this  stock 
in  eastern  Michigan  at  the  present  time.  His 
herd  consists  of  forty  head  of  choice  breed- 
ing stock,  with  Lord  Roberts,  an  imported 
bull,  at  the  head  of  the  herd.  Mr.  Hagaman 
has  never  failed  in  winning  a  goodly  share 
of  prizes  when  exhibiting  shorthorns  at  the 
fairs.  In  the  World's  Fair  dairy  demonstra- 
tion at  St.  Louis,  in  1904,  he  had  two  cows 
with  their  calves,  and  both  cows  won  prizes, 
one  standing  fifth  in  the  test  of  fifty  of  the 
best  dual-purpose  shorthorn  cows  which  could 
be  procured  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
As  a  breeder  and  stock-dealer  Mr.  Hagaman 
is  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  he  stands 
high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  who 
appreciate  his  sterling  worth  and  many  ex- 
cellent traits  of  character.  By  his  ballot  he 
supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republi- 
can party,  but  has  never  wished  for  office, 
preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  at- 
tention to  his  extensive  business  interests. 


CAPTAIN  HIRAM  BARROWS. 

Captain  Hiram  Barrows,  son  of  Captain 
David  and  Ruth  (Bullock)  Barrows,  both  of 
Massachusetts,  was  born  in  Wyoming  county. 
New  York,  October  11,  1824.  Mr.  Barrows 
came  to  Macomb  county  in  1848  and  settled 
on  section  3,  Ray  township,  which  place  he 
improved  and  occupied  until  1866. 

On  September  15,  1846,  he  married  Bath- 
sheba  Chandler  Hathaway,  who  was  born  at 
Bristol,  New  York,  March  20,  1822.  She  was 
a  teacher  from  early  girlhood  and  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  Hathaways  who  settled  in 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  1630.  She  was 
a  beautiful  Christian  character,  a  devoted 
wife,  an  unselfish  mother,  loving  friend  and 
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kind  neighbor.  She  was  always  sent  for  in 
any  case  of  sickness  for  miles  around  her 
home.  During  the  period  of  her  husband's 
absence  in  the  army,  she  took  upon  herself 
the  heavy  duty  of  superintending  the  farm. 
This,  with  her  constant  anxiety,  enfeebled  a 
delicate  constitution  and  she  only  lived  a 
short  time  after  her  husband's  return  from 
the  army,  dying  of  consumption.  She  gave 
her  life  for  her  country  as  truly  as  many  a 
soldier  who  died  in  battle. 

She  left  two  sons :  David  Harlan  Barrows, 
born  November  8,  1850,  and  Hiram  Julius 
Barrows,  born  April  2,  1858.  David  H.  Har- 
rows entered  his  father's  store  in  1869  and 
continued  in  business  with  his  father  until 
the  latter  's  death  and  still  conducts  the  busi- 
ness. After  his  father's  death  he  was  chosen 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Ar- 
mada, which  office  he  still  holds.  He  was 
appointed  postmaster  June  1,  1897,  and  he 
is  still  serving  the  community  in  that  capa- 
city. In  1870  he  married  Lucy  E.  Tenney, 
a  granddaughter  of  David  Stone,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Kay,  Macomb  county.  They 
had  two  children:  Harlan  Hiram  and  Bes- 
sie Hatha  way  Barrows.  Harlan  II .  is  at  this 
time  an  instructor  at  the  University  of  Chica- 
go, in  geology  and  geography.  Bessie  H.  died 
at  her  home  at  Armada  at  the  early  age  of 
eighteen  years,  July  2,  1899.  The  second  son, 
Hiram  Julius  Barrows,  w7as  born  at  Ray,  Ma- 
comb county,  on  April  2,  1858.  He  also  entered 
his  father's  store  and  continued  in  the  busi- 
ness until  a  short  time  before  his  father's 
death.  In  1892  lie  bought  the  Armada  Graphic 
and  continued  to  edit  that  paper  until  1904, 
when  he  removed  to  Oberlin,  Ohio.  He  is  still 
in  the  printing  business.  He  has  held  office  in 
both  township  and  village.  At  the  death  of  his 
father  he  took  charge  of  the  Congregational 
Sunday-school  and  continued  to  serve  as  its 
superintendent  until  he  removed  to  Oberlin, 
Ohio.  June  30,  1881,  he  married  Harriet 
Eliot  Andrews,  daughter  of  Hon.  Charles  An- 
drews, whose  father,  Rev.  Elisha  Andrews, 
took  up  one  thousand  two  hundred  acres  of 
government  land  in  1841.  They  have  one  son, 
Charles  Hiram  Barrows. 

Mr.  Barrows  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Ninth 
Michigan  Regiment  of  Infantry;  was  elected 
by  the  company  second  lieutenant ;  was  made 
first  lieutenant  December  10,  1861 ;  was 
wrounded  in  action  and  taken  prisoner  at  Mur- 
freesboro,  July  13,  1862;  exchanged  August 
27 ;  made  captain  October  13,  1862 ;  mustered 
out  November  16,  1864;  and  returned  home 
in  March,  1865.     The  regiment  was  engaged 


in  twelve  battles,  in  all  but  one  of  which  Cap- 
tain Barrows  was  engaged. 

In  1866  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Ar- 
mada, then  known  as  Burk's  Corners.  In 
that  year  he  purchased  two  tracts  of  land,  one 
on  the  east  side  and  one  on  the  wrest  side 
of  the  village.  This  land  he  platted  in  lots, 
donating  all  the  streets  of  the  village.  Most 
of  these  lots  were  sold  to  build  homes  on.  He 
arranged  it  so  that  the  buyers  could  make 
small  payments.  In  this  way  a  great  many 
home  were  built  in  the  village.  He  was  anxi- 
ous that  they  should  be  attractive  and  for  sev- 
eral years  he  furnished  a  man  and  team  to 
all  who  would  plant  trees  in  front  of  their 
lots.  Perhaps  over  half  of  the  beautiful  ave- 
nues of  maples  that  adorn  the  village  were 
planted  in  this  way. 

He  was  equally  interested  in  the  moral,  in- 
tellectual and  spiritual  development  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  village.  He  always  looked 
after  the  welfare  of  the  young  people  and  the 
hearty  and  earnest  welcome  given  to  them 
at  church  and  Sunday-school  constitute  some 
of  the  pleasantest  recollections  of  many  mid- 
dle aged  persons  to-day  who  spent  their  youth 
in  Armada.  He  was  ever  a  foe  to  all  influ- 
ences that  would  tend  to  lower  the  standard 
of  high  Christian  character.  When  he  sold 
the  land  to  the  Armada  Agriculture  Society 
to  be  used  as  a  fair  ground  he  had  the  deed 
drawn  so  as  to  forbid  horse-racing  and  all 
sorts  of  gambling  on  the  grounds.  He  was 
always  active  in  the  temperance  cause  and 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  and  money  in  try- 
ing to  suppress  the  traffic.  He  was  an  ardent 
supporter  of  good  schools  and  through  his 
efforts,  with  the  co-operation  of  others,  the 
Armada  high  school  soon  ranked  as  one  of 
the  best  in  the  county.  He  was  twice  elected 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  also  filled  the  office 
of  supervisor  of  the  township.  He  served  as 
postmaster  for  four  terms.  In  1868  he,  with 
Dr.  Smith  of  Armada,  began  the  erection  of 
the  first  brick  block  in  the  village,  upon  the 
completion  of  which  he  entered  mercantile 
business,  in  which  he  continued  until  his 
death  in  1892.  His  sons  wrere  both  associated 
with  him  in  business. 

On  April  9,  1868,  Mr.  Barrows  married 
Agnes  Brownlee  Little.  She  wras  born  at  Glas- 
ford,  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  July  11,  1834. 
The  Brownlees  were  an  old  historic  family  of 
Avondale,  Scotland,  and  were  direct  descend- 
ants of  Thomas  Brownie  3,  the  stanch  cove- 
nanter who  defeated  Lord  Clavers  at  the  fa- 
mous battle  of  Drumclog.  John  Brownlee, 
father  of  Mrs.  BarrowTs,  came  to  America  for 
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political  reasons  in  1842.  He  settled  in  De- 
troit, where  lie  lived  four  years.  His  health 
having  failed  him,  he  removed  to  Macomb 
county  in  the  spring  of  1846  and  settled  on 
a  farm  twelve  miles  north  of  Detroit  on  the 
Gratiot  road.  There  were  three  children  in 
the  family:  Agnes  Brownlee,  William  Gil- 
more  Brownlee  and  Margret  Brownlee.  At 
this  time  this  part  of  the  county  was  nearly 
an  unbroken  wilderness,  with  neither  church 
nor  school  privileges.  In  1847  two  other 
Scotch  families  came  and  settled  on  land  ad- 
joining them.  Robert  Hopkins,  father  of  the 
celebrated  marine  artist  of  Detroit,  and  Rich- 
ard Common,  the  father  of  a  large  family. 
These  three  families  soon  began  to  hold  religi- 
ous services,  held  in  their  respective  homes,  and 
soon  by  their  united  efforts  established  a 
school.  Mrs.  Barrows  pursued  her  education 
in  Mount  Clemens.  She  commenced  teaching 
before  she  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  entering 
upon  this  work  in  June  while  her  thirteenth 
birthday  occurred  in  July.  This  school  was 
near  what  was  then  known  as  the  Big  Marsh, 
and  it  was  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  for 
her  to  meet  and  kill  a  rattlesnake  on  her  way 
to  or  from  school  and  to  go  to  sleep  at  night 
listening  to  the  howling  of  the  wolves.  She 
taught  this  school  for  two  seasons.  She  con- 
tinued to  teach  and  attend  school  until  No- 
vember 4,  1854,  when  she  married  John  Dun- 
lap  Little,  son  of  Robert  Little,  of  one  of  the 
early  pioneer  families  of  Macomb  county. 
There  was  one  child,  Marion,  born  August  20, 
1855.  She  married  Charles  C.  Carter  and 
died  March  22,  1892,  leaving  four  sons. 

William  G.  Brownlee  came  with  his  parents 
to  Macomb  county  in  1846,  when  he  was 
eight  years  old.  He  spent  his  boyhood  and 
early  manhood  in  Macomb  county.  In  1860 
he  married  Mary  Jones,  who  was  a  daughter 
of  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  the  county.  In 
1865  he  removed  to  Detroit  and  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business.  He  was  an  enthusiastic 
and  able  advocate  of  free  trade.  He  was  rec- 
ognized as  a  strong  leader  of  that  element  in 
our  politics  and  contributed  many  tariff  ar- 
ticles to  current  literature  which  attracted 
widespread  attention  and  won  for  him  the  ad- 
miration of  all  advocates  of  that  system.  He 
was  an  honorary  member  of  the  Cobden  Free 
Trade  Club  of  England.  The  Detroit  Jour- 
nal, a  protectionist  paper  at  that  time,  in  an 
editorial  written  just  after  his  death  said: 
"Mr.  Brownlee  inspired  respect  even  among 
those  who  differed  with  his  pronounced  opin- 
ions on  the  subject  of  protection  and  free 
trade.     He  was  sincere,  he  was  courteous,  he 


was  honest — three  qualities  in  any  champion 
of  any  cause  that  are  sure  to  gain  the  regard 
and  esteem  of  his  antagonist."  He  left  four 
sons  and  one  daughter. 

Margret,  the  youngest  member  of  the 
Brownlee  family,  was  born  in  Erin,  Macomb 
county,  January  19,  1854,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Professor  William  F.  Jewell,  who  has  been 
at  the  head  of  the  Detroit  Business  University 
for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  She  has 
three  children. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Little,  Mrs.  Bar- 
rows  attended  school  and  again  engaged  in 
teaching  school.  She  came  to  Armada  as  a 
teacher  and  was  married  to  Captain  Barrows 
April  9,  1868.  There  was  one  child,  Ruth  B. 
Barrows,  born  December  6,  1869.  She  mar- 
ried Frank  E.  Lathrop  June  20,  1888.  She 
left  one  son,  Laurence  Barrows  Lathrop.  She 
died  June  5,  1892.  Mrs.  Barrows  has  been 
identified  with  the  religious,  literary  and  edu- 
cational interests  of  Armada  ever  since  her 
residence  in  the  village.  She  has  been  presi- 
dent of  several  literary  clubs,  a  member  of  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps,  a  teacher  in  the  Sun- 
day-school for  ever  thirty  years  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church.  Her 
family  was  long  identified  with  this  religious 
faith,  her  grandparents  and  parents  being 
members  of  the  old  Scottish  Independents, 
afterwards  known  as  Congregationalists.  She 
has  taken  great  interest  in  helping  to  estab- 
lish a  free  township  library.  She  has  recent- 
ly fitted  up  a  room  for  the  library  which  is 
a  credit  to  the  town.  The  library  contains 
nearly  a  thousand  volumes.  She  lives  in  Ar- 
mada and  well  deserves  mention  in  this  vol- 
ume, not  only  because  of  her  personal  worth 
but  also  as  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
worthy  pioneer  families  of  the  state. 


LAFAYETTE  W.  GIDDINGS. 

Lafayette  W.  Giddings  is  an  honored  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war,  who  at  the  time  of 
the  country's  peril  espoused  the  Union 
cause  and  did  his  full  share  in  maintaining 
the  supremacy  of  the  stars  and  stripes.  He 
has  always  been  a  resident  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty, his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  town  of 
Washington,  June  2,  1830,  while  his  resi- 
dence at  the  present  time  is  on  section  5, 
Macomb  township.  The  family  is  of  Eng- 
lish lineage  and  was  founded  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1630.  Representatives  of  the 
family  in  later  generations  removed  to  Con- 
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necticut  and  our  subject's  great-grandfather 
was  Joshua  Giddings  of  that  state.  The 
grandfather,  Niles  Giddings,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  when  the  colonies  attempt- 
ed to  throwT  off  the  yoke  of  British  oppres- 
sion he  joined  the  Continental  army  and 
fought  for  American  independence.  He  af- 
terward removed  from  Connecticut  to  New 
York  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Washington  county,  that  state. 

Lester  Giddings,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Granville,  "Wash- 
ington county,  New  York,  July  28,  1792, 
spending  his  youth  there  and  after  arriving 
at  man's  estate  was  married  to  Miss  Experi- 
ence Miller,  also  a  native  of  New  York. 
Thinking  that  he  might  have  better  business 
opportunities  in  the  great  and  growing  west, 
Mr.  Giddings  came  to  Michigan  in  1823  and 
purchased  government  land  in  the  town  of 
Washington,  Macomb  county.  He  entered 
eighty  acres  and  then  returned  to  his  home 
in  New  York.  In  1825  he  again  came  to 
Michigan  with  his  family  and  locating  on 
the  land  which  he  had  entered  he  at  once  be- 
gan to  clear  and  cultivate  it,  and  in  due 
course  of  time  opened  up  a  good  farm.  He 
resided  thereon  until  1831,  when  he  sold 
that  place  and  purchased  the  old  homestead 
upon  which  Lafayette  Giddings  now  re- 
sides. He  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  here  and  again  he  performed  the  ardu- 
ous task  of  developing  a  new  farm,  but  he 
was  persistent  in  his  work  and  his  labors  at 
length  brought  him  a  good  return.  He  spent 
his  last  years  upon  the  old  homestead  and 
died  January  2,  1879.  His  wife  had  pre- 
viously passed  away,  departing  this  life  No- 
vember 16,  1868.  Lester  Giddings  was  also 
a  soldier  and  served  his  country  in  the  war 
of  1812.  In  his  family  were  seven  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  reached  mature 
years  but  only  two  are  now  living. 

Lafayette  W.  Giddings  spent  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  resides.  The  spirit  of  valor  mani- 
fest in  his  father  and  grandfather  was  also 
shown  in  his  enlistment,  when  in  1864  he 
joined  Company  B,  Fifteenth  Michigan  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  With  that  company  he 
went  south  and  joined  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. He  participated  in  a  number  of  skir- 
mishes and  was  with  the  army  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Detroit  in  September,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  home  Mr.  Giddings  then 
took  charge  of  the  farm  and  business  in- 
terests of  his  father,  caring  for  his  parents 


in  their  declining  years  and  thus  rewarding 
them  for  the  care  and  attention  which  they 
had  bestowed  upon  him  in  his  youth.  As  a 
farmer  he  has  worked  persistently  and  en- 
ergetically and  his  untiring  efforts  have  been 
resultant  factors  in  winning  him  desirable 
success.  He  has  helped  to  improve  and  make 
this  farm  what  it  is  to-day,  and  in  his  busi- 
ness transactions  he  has  never  been  known 
to  take  advantage  of  the  necessities  of  his 
fellowmen. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  1866,  Mr.  Gid- 
dings was  married  in  Macomb  county  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Dryer,  a  native  of  this  county, 
born  in  the  town  of  Lenox,  and  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  P.  Dryer,  who  came  from  New 
York  to  Michigan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giddings 
have  become  the  parents  of  four  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living,  namely:  Cleora,  the 
wife  of  Fish  C.  Davis  of  Dryden,  Lapeer 
county,  Michigan,  by  whom  she  has  five  chil- 
dren :  Fay,  Hazel,  Marie,  Clare  and  Homer; 
George  Reed,  a  merchant  of  Davis,  who  is 
married  and  has  two  children,  Adell  and 
Lucretia;  Mrs.  Delia  M.  Miller,  who  is  now 
a  widow  residing  in  Macomb  township  and 
who  has  four  children,  Irene,  Alton,  Mar- 
guerite and  William  G. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Giddings  is  in- 
dependent. He  cast  his  first  presidential 
ballot  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856  and  at 
local  elections  votes  for  the  best  man  regard- 
less of  party.  He  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker  nor  has  he  cared  for  political  prefer- 
ment, but  the  cause  of  education  finds  him  a 
warm  friend  and  public  progress  is  dear  to 
his  heart.  He  has  lived  a  useful  and  exem- 
plary life  and  is  known  as  a  kind,  hospitable 
gentleman,  while  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
enjoy  the  warm  regard  of  all  who  know 
them. 


IRA  J.  LOVEJOY. 

Ira  J.  Love  joy,  whose  business  activity  has 
been  one  of  the  elements  in  the  upbuilding  of 
Richmond,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising, was  born  in  Columbus,  St.  Clair 
county,  Michigan,  June  30,  1854,  his  parents 
being  Julius  and  Elizabeth  (Parker)  Love- 
joy,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont  and  the 
latter  of  the  state  of  New  York.  The  grand- 
father, Byger  Love  joy,  was  also  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  came  west  at  an  early  day.  He 
helped  survey  a  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago. 
At  his  death  he  was  buried  near  the  boundary 
line  between  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.     It  was 


458 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


in  the  year  1835  that  Julius  Lovejoy  arrived 
in  Michigan  and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  St.  Clair  county,  where  he 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1864.  He  took 
active  and  helpful  part  in  reclaiming  the  wild 
land  for  the  purpose  of  civilization  and  aided 
in  laying  the  foundation  for  the  progress  and 
development  of  that  portion  of  the  state.  He 
acceptably  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
several  years.  In  his  family  were  six  sons 
and  a  daughter. 

Ira  J.  Lovejoy,  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth, 
pursued  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  remained  on  the  homestead  farm  until 
fifteen  years  of  age,  when  the  family  re- 
moved to  Lenox.  There  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing and  in  1876  he  turned  his  attention  to 
dealing  in  hay  and  implements,  continuing  in 
that  business  for  ten  or  twelve  years  with 
a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  He  after- 
ward dealt  in  coal,  lime  and  cement,  continu- 
ing in  the  business  for  five  years,  and  again 
he  prospered.  In  1887  he  established  a  gen- 
eral store  and  now  deals  in  seeds,  crockery, 
binding  twine,  fertilizers  and  sewing  ma- 
chines and  has  a  very  large  stock,  while  his 
annual  sales  have  reached  an  extensive  fig- 
ure. His  store  is  commodious  and  pleasantly 
located  on  Main  street. 

He  was  married  in  1880  to  Miss  Hattie 
Lizzie  Quick,  a  native  of  Canada,  who  died 
in  1883,  and  their  son  Floyd  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  years.  In  December,  1887,  Mr.  Love- 
joy  wedded  Carrie  Ward,  a  native  of  Rich- 
mond and  a  daughter  of  Robert  Ward,  of 
Richmond.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  Foresters  societies  and  also  of 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  is  an  ac- 
tive and  influential  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  material,  intellectual  and 
moral  progress  of  his  community  and  in  his 
business  career  he  has  proved  that  success 
and  an  honored  name  may  be  won  simultane- 
ously. 


NORMAN  McINTYRE. 

Norman  Mclntyre  is  now  engaged  in  the 
grain  business  in  Mount  Clemens.  There  have 
been  many  exciting  chapters  in  his  life  his- 
tory and  the  environment  and  the  conditions 
which  he  has  faced  have  developed  in  him  a 
strength  of  character  and  stalwart  purpose 
which  awaken  respect  and  admiration.  He 
is   a  native  of   Scotland,   born   January   25, 


1840,  his  parents  being  Collin  and  Margaret 
(McPhee)  Mclntyre,  who  were  natives  of 
Argyleshire,  Scotland,  and  crossed  the  At- 
lantic to  Canada,  whence  they  removed  to 
Macomb  county,  Michigan,  in  1845.  The 
mother  died  a  year  later  and  the  father  after- 
ward married  Mrs.  Thompson.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  carrying  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits  throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness career.  His  death  occurred  in  1884  when 
he  was  eighty-one  years  of  age.  He  had  a 
brother  who  was  a  sailor  while  his  father  was 
a  sea  captain.  Both  the  Mclntyres  and  the 
McPhees  were  of  Highland  Scotch  ancestry 
yet  little  is  definitely  known  about  the  fam- 
ily. The  Mclntyre  clan  however  have  a  coat 
of  arms  consisting  of  an  arm  and  dagger  with 
the  motto  "Through  difficulties." 

Norman  Mclntyre  pursued  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Canada  and 
afterward  attended  Queen's  College  at  King- 
ston, Ontario,  In  1859  he  became  a  clerk  and 
bookkeeper  in  a  store  at  Port  Hope,  On- 
tario, where  he  remained  for  five  and  a 
half  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was 
attracted  by  the  gold  excitement  in  British 
Columbia  and  in  1862  went  with  a  party  to 
the  Cariboo  mining  district  making  the  trip 
across  the  plains  by  way  of  Windom,  De- 
troit, Grand  Haven,  Milwaukee,  LaCrosse  and 
St.  Paul,  the  steamer  touching  at  those  vari- 
ous points,  and  thence  by  stage  to  George- 
town on  the  Red  River  of  the  North  and  by 
steamer  to  Fort  Garry,  now  the  city  of  Win- 
nipeg, in  Manitoba.  At  that  time  only  a 
trading  j)ost  marked  the  site  of  the  future 
city.  There  he  purchased  supplies,  oxen  and 
carts  and  proceeded  across  the  country,  trav- 
eling a  distance  of  nine  hundred  miles  through 
the  Rocky  mountains.  He  again  met  civiliza- 
tion on  the  Pacific  coast  and  spent  the  win- 
ter at  Vancouver  Island.  In  the  spring  of 
1863  he  went  to  the  mountains  on  a  four 
hundred  mile  trip,  following  the  Indian  trail 
and  passing  over  twenty  feet  of  snow  on  the 
15th  of  June.  Eventually  he  reached  Wil- 
liams creek  and  there  he  had  the  usual  experi- 
ences of  the  miner,  sometimes  meeting  with 
success  and  again  with  failure.  He  remained 
continuously  in  that  locality  for  eleven  and 
a  half  years  and  altogether  prospered  in  his 
work  there.  He  saw  great  changes,  the  coun- 
try being  rapidly  developed  and  improved. 
At  length  he  returned  by  way  of  Victoria  and 
San  Francisco  in  the  fall  of  1874  and  even- 
tually established  his  home  at  Port  Huron, 
Michigan,  but  after  a  short  time  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  grain  business  at  Lenox, 
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in  Macomb  county,  where  in  1875  he  built  an 
elevator  which  he  operated  for  eight  years. 
He  then  removed  to  Port  Huron,  where  he 
again  engaged  in  the  grain  business  for  six 
years  and  in  1888  he  built  an  elevator  at 
Mount  Clemens,  continuing  its  conduct  until 
the  fall  of  1893,  when  he  sold  out  to  Wolcott 
Brothers,  lie  has  since  dealt  in  grain,  ship- 
ping to  eastern  firms  in  carloads.  He  makes 
his  sales  principally  to  Stratton  &  Company, 
of  Concord.  New  Hampshire,  amounting  to 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually.  His 
sales  at  times  have  reached  almost  ten  times 
that  figure,  and  the  firm  with  which  he  large- 
ly deals  speaks  in  most  commendable  terms 
of  his  fair  business  dealings,  lie  is  a  man 
of  sound  judgment,  seldom  at  fault  in  his 
opinions  regarding  any  business  transaction 
and  he  has  been  very  successful  as  a  grain 
merchant.  In  1887  Mr.  Mclntyre  spent  some 
time  in  Arizona  and  southern  California  on 
a  mining  trip,  also  attending  to  other  busi- 
ness interests,  lie  was  frequently  in  danger- 
ous positions  on  that  journey  and  indeed 
there  have  been  many  years  in  his  life  in 
which  his  environment  subjected  him  to  con- 
siderable peril,  but  while  others  were  killed 
at  his  side  at  the  hands  of  Indians  and  des- 
peradors,  his  life  was  spared.  Fortune  seems 
to  have  favored  his  undertakings  and  though 
lie  met  hardships  and  difficulties  he  endured 
these  bravely  and  in  the  end  has  triumphed. 
Mr.  Mclntyre  is  a  member  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens lodge.  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  having  been 
raised  to  the  sublime  degree  in  Richmond 
lodge  twenty-four  years  ago.  He  is  also  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  was  married 
June  3,  1880,  to  Miss  Annie  Lawler,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Michael  Lawler,  of  Wales,  St.  Clair 
county,  Michigan.  Mrs.  Mclntyre,  however, 
was  born  in  Richmond,  Macomb  county.  Their 
children  are :  Malcolm,  who  is  fireman  for 
the  Rapid  Railway  Company,  of  Mount 
Clemens ;  Bessie  and  Mary,  at  home ;  and  Jen- 
nie, who  died  in  December,  1895,  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years.  During  the  past  two  win- 
ters Mr.  Mclntyre  has  spent  the  season  with 
his  wife  and  children  in  southern  California. 
While  he  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in 
public  affairs  he  has  always  been  equally 
interested  in  and  contributed  freely  to  the 
furtherance  of  those  measures  which  he  has 
approved  and  which  tend  to  advance  the  gen- 
eral welfare.  His  character  has  always  been 
one  of  great  sincerity  of  purpose;  careful 
and  painstaking,  exacting  and  conscientious, 
he  has  prospered  from  year  to  year.     By  rea- 


son of  his  large  success,  his  unblemished  char- 
acter, his  just  and  liberal  life  and  the  uni- 
versal esteem  which  he  here  enjoys,  Mr.  Mc- 
lntyre might,  without  invidious  distinction, 
be  called  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  Mount 
Clemens  and  Macomb  county. 


EDWARD  PETTIBONE. 

Edward  Pettibone,  the  owner  of  a  good 
farm  on  section  24,  Armada  township,  was 
born  July  10,  1828,  in  Perry,  Wyoming  coun- 
ty, New  York,  his  parents  being  Anson  and 
Hannah  (Blakely)  Pettibone.  The  father  was 
a  son  of  Seth  Pettibone.  In  the  year  1845 
Anson  Pettibone  came  to  Michigan,  settling 
upon  the  farm  where  his  son  Edward  now 
resides,  and  a  portion  of  the  present  resi- 
dence was  built  by  him.  lie  purchased  the 
land  in  1833  and  became  owner  of  six  hun- 
dred and  seven  acres,  which  was  cultivated 
and  developed  through  the  joint  labors  of  the 
father  and  his  children,  all  working  together 
with  willingness  and  energy. 

Edward  Pettibone  pursued  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  New  York.  He  was  one  of 
a  family  of  six  children,  as  follows :  Ezra, 
who  died  before  the  Civil  war;  Edward,  of 
this  review ;  Eugene,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
AY.  Durfee,  who  is  living  in  Armada;  Oscar, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years ;  and  Ed- 
win, who  died  on  the  home  farm  at  the  age 
of  thirty-two. 

In  his  youth  Edward  Pettibone  assisted  in 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm  and  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  began  farming 
for  himself  on  a  part  of  his  father's  land 
and  for  sixty  years  has  lived  continuously  on 
one  place.  He  is  to-day  the  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  of  rich  and 
arable  land,  most  of  which  was  at  one  time 
in  possession  of  his  father,  and  in  former 
years  his  possessions  included  the  land  on 
wrhich  the  station  of  Armada  now  stands.  In 
all  his  farming  operations  he  has  been  prac- 
tical and  progressive,  following  methods  that 
have  been  resultant  factors  in  winning  him 
very  desirable  and  gratifying  success.  He 
worked  early  and  late  in  order  to  gain  a  start 
when  a  young  man  and  now  in  the  evening 
of  life  he  has  a  competence  that  provides 
him  with  many  comforts  and  luxuries  and 
relieves  him  of  the  necessity  of  further  hard 
labor. 

In  1859  Mr.  Pettibone  was  married  to  Miss 
Antoinette  Butler,  a  daughter  of  William  But- 
ler.   She  came  to  Michigan  with  our  subject's 
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parents.  There  was  one  child  of  this  mar- 
riage, Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Lewis 
M.  Smith,  a  real  estate  agent,  residing  in 
Chicago.  They  have  one  son,  Lewis  P.,  who 
is  now  five  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Pettibone  died 
in  1874  and  for  his  second  wife  Mr.  Pettibone 
chose  Mary  Gleason,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Julia  (Hagan)  Gleason,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Ireland,  the  mother  having  been 
born  in  Tipperary.  Mr.  Gleason  was  an  early 
settler  of  Macomb  county,  coming  to  this  state 
from  Ohio.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  de- 
ceased. Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Pettibone,  was 
born  in  Brockway,  St.  Clair  county,  Michigan, 
April  29,  1855,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  six 
children:  Dennis  is  living  in  Richmond 
township  and  has  eight  children.  Daniel  is 
deceased.  Thomas,  a  bridge  builder,  was  mar- 
ried and  made  his  home  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
James  has  also  departed  this  life.  Patrick, 
a  resident  of  Luther,  Lake  county,  Michigan, 
is  married  and  has  five  children.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pettibone  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren, but  Julia,  the  eldest,  and  Lewis,  the 
youngest,  died  in  infancy.  The  surviving  son, 
Edward,  born  December  8,  1893,  is  now  a  stu- 
dent in  the  fifth  grade  in  the  schools  of  Ar- 
mada. 

Mr.  Pettibone  has  supported  the  prohibi- 
tion party  for  several  years,  but  does  not  con- 
sider himself  bound  by  party  ties  in  his  politi- 
cal affiliation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grange 
and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
church.  He  has  now  reached  the  seventy- 
seventh  milestone  on  life's  journey  and  in 
the  review  of  his  life  it  is  seen  that  his  has 
been  a  useful,  active  and  honorable  career. 
Those  who  know  him  recognize  his  worth  and 
he  has  a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  county 
where  he  has  so  long  lived.  In  his  business 
career  he  has  never  been  known  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  necessities  of  his  fellowmen 
and  in  all  life's  relations  he  has  been  found 
true  to  manly  principles,  so  establishing  his 
course  as  to  merit  the  confidence  and  esteem 
that  is  universally  accorded  him. 


WARREN  S.  STONE. 

Warren  S.  Stone,  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  lawT,  was  born  in  Richmond,  September 
23,  1869,  his  parents  being  Sanford  M.  and 
Caroline  A.  (Hallock)  Stone,  the  former  a 
native  of  Orleans  county,  New  York,  and  the 
latter  of  Lapeer  county,  Michigan.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  Solomon  Stone,  who 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  maternal 


grandparents  were  Zadock  Hinsdale  and 
Phebe  (Pratt)  Hallock,  also  natives  of  the 
Empire  state.  They  came  from  that  state  to 
Michigan,  being  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Lapeer  county.  The  grandfather  made  the 
entire  distance  on  foot  and  continued  a  resi- 
dent of  this  state  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  eighty-four  years 
of  age.  He  always  followed  farming  and  he 
had  no  aspirations  for  political  office,  although 
he  was  several  times  chosen  for  positions  of 
public  trust.  Solomon  Stone  also  arrived  in 
Michigan  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Rich- 
mond township,  Macomb  county.  His  first 
wife  died  prior  to  his  emigration  westward 
and  he  later  married  Betsy  Bradley.  There 
are  twelve  children  by  the  second  marriage 
and  one  by  the  first  marriage,  namely :  Mary 
Sherman,  who  is  now  living  in  Bruce  town- 
ship at  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
one  years  and  is  still  well  preserved  both  phys- 
ically and  mentally. 

Sanford  M.  Stone  was  only  twelve  years 
of  age  when  he  began  earning  his  living. 
His  education  was  acquired  through  his  own 
exertions,  his  leisure  hours  being  largely  de- 
voted to  reading  and  study.  He  after- 
ward taught  school  for  many  years  in  va- 
rious localities  and  subsequent  to  his  mar- 
riage he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business 
and  also  dealt  in  timber  and  stock.  His  busi- 
ness interests  became  extensive  and  of  an 
important  character  and  brought  him  a  rich 
financial  return.  He  always  made  Rich- 
mond his  home  and  he  enjoyed  in  high  de- 
gree the  good  will  and  friendship  of  those 
with  whom  he  was  associated.  He  took  an 
active  interest  in  politics,  serving  as  presi- 
dent of  the  village  and  also  as  trustee  and 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  an  aggressive 
supporter  of  the  democratic  party  and  did 
all  in  his  power  to  promote  its  growth  and 
insure  its  success.  In  discharging  the  duties 
of  his  office  he  was  ever  found  faithful  and 
reliable.  In  his  family  were  six  children  : 
Alice  J.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Carl 
Grosse,  of  Detroit,  and  died  in  Richmond, 
May  11,  1901:  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  Seaman 
A.  Perkins,  of  Kirwin,  Kansas;  Hiram  II., 
who  died  in  infancy ;  Warren  S.  of  this  re- 
view ;  Phebe  Cornelia,  the  wife  of  Wesley 
E.  Bailey,  of  Detroit ;  and  Evelyn  A.,  who  is 
now  residing  in  California.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  her  father's  second  marriage,  her 
mother  in  her  maidenhood  having  been  Miss 
Annie  Keavey,  of  Detroit. 

Warren  S.  Stone  began  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  was  graduated  from 
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the  high  school  of  Richmond,  with  the  class 
of  1888.  A  few  months  later  he  began  study- 
ing law.  under  the  direction  of  Thomas  M. 
Crocker,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  at  the  same 
time  entered  the  Mount  Clemens  high 
school,  in  which  he  completed  the  regular 
course  with  the  class  of  1890.  He  next 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  and  was  graduated  in  1893  with 
the  degree  of  bachelor  of  law,  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Washtenaw,  Michigan, 
June  10,  1893,  and  at  Lansing  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  supreme  court.  He  then 
returned  to  Richmond  and  has  since  been  a 
representative  of  the  legal  fraternity  here. 
At  Detroit  he  was  admitted  to  the  United 
States  district  court  for  the  eastern  division 
of  .Michigan  in  1902.  He  thoroughly  pre- 
pared for  his  chosen  profession  and  in  the 
trial  of  a  case  displays  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  jurisprudence  with  correct 
application  of  legal  principles  to  the  points 
at  issue. 

Mr.  Stone  was  married  January  3,  1894, 
to  Miss  .Myrtle  B.  Mills,  of  Richmond,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  F.  Mills,  a  representa- 
tive farmer  of  Richmond  township.  They 
have  one  child  Madelyn  C.  Mr.  Stone  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  local 
ranks  of  the  democratic  party  and  is  now 
serving  as  chairman  of  the  democratic 
county  committee,  of  which  he  was  previous- 
ly secretary.  He  was  the  choice  of  his  party 
for  the  state  legislature  in  1902.  lie  has 
served  as  village  attorney  for  five  years,  has 
been  a  member  of  the  village  board,  also  vil- 
lage treasurer  and  trustee  and  a  member  of 
the  school  board,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his 
political  duties  he  has  ever  placed  the  public 
good  before  partisanship  and  the  general 
welfare  before  personal  aggrandizement. 
He  has  had  the  handling  of  his  father's 
property,  which  in  the  first  place  was  the 
cause  of  his  entering  the  legal  profession. 
He  became  well  equipped  for  the  profession, 
in  which  he  is  meeting  with  very  desirable 
success  and  he  is  now  a  member  of  both  the 
County  and  State  Bar  Associations.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Maccabees  tent,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Foresters,  is  a  past  master  of  Rich- 
mond lodge,  187,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  a  past 
worthy  patron  of  the  Eastern  Star.  He  has 
always  been  deeply  interested  in  music,  was 
a  member  of  the  Freshman  Glee  Club  in 
the  University  of  Michigan  and  was  identified 
with  musical  circles  throughout  his  college 
days.  He  has  also  taken  an  active  part  in 
progress  along  that  line  in  Richmond  and  has 


been  affiliated  with  the  band,  orchestra  and 
quartettes  of  this  place,  having  a  remarkably 
fine  tenor  voice.  He  is  prominent  and  popu- 
lar socially,  and  the  circle  of  his  friends  is 
almost  co-extensive  with  the  circle  of  his  ac- 
quaintances. 


HERBERT  H.  WILEY,  M.  D. 

Among  the  younger  representatives  of  the 
medical  fraternity  in  Macomb  county  is  Dr. 
Herbert  H.  Wiley,  of  Utica,  who  was  born 
October  1,  1874,  a  son  of  W.  W.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Lampman)  Wiley.  The  father  is  a 
native  of  Kingston,  Canada,  and  of  Scotch 
parentage,  while  the  mother's  people  were 
Irish  and  Pennsylvania  Dutch.  There  was 
also  in  the  paternal  ancestry  some  New  Eng- 
land and  some  Mohawk  blood.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  a  Canadian  by  birth,  but  be- 
came a  resident  of  the  United  States  and 
served  his  adopted  country  in  the  Civil  war. 
He  was  captured  at  Yicksburg  and  was  then 
sent  to  Libby  prison,  where  he  died.  W.  W. 
Wiley  is  a  farmer  by  occupation,  living  near 
Rondeau  bay,  Ontario. 

Dr.  Wiley  is  a  native  of  Kent  county,  On- 
tario, the  family  home  having  been  near 
Chatham,  and  he  was  reared  at  Rondeau  har- 
bor. His  literary  education  was  acquired  at 
Ridgetown  Collegiate  Institute,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1891  and  later  he  pursued  his  studies  for  one 
term  in  the  County  Normal  School.  He  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  for  three  years  and 
then  entered  the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine, 
where  he  completed  his  course  by  graduation 
in  the  class  of  1899.  Immediately  afterward 
he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession  in  Utica  and  from  the  beginning 
he  was  successful  here,  building  up  an  excep- 
tionally large  and  important  practice.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Macomb  County  Medical 
Society,  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society, 
the  American  Medical  Association  and  at  one 
time  belonged  to  the  Detroit  Medical  Society. 
He  is  deeply  interested  in  everything  concern- 
ing the  science  of  medicine  and  the  duties 
which  devolve  upon  him  in  connection  there- 
with and  his  efforts  have  proven  an  effective 
element  in  checking  the  ravages  of  disease  and 
restoring  health 

Dr.  Wiley  was  married  July  21,  1902,  to 
Miss  Ethel  M.  Ruby,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Ella  (Lewis)  Ruby.  She  was  educated 
in  Utica  high  school  and  like  her  husband  en- 
joys an  enviable  position  in  social  circles  here. 
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Dr.  Wiley  is  a  prominent  Mason,  who  has  just 
completed  a  term  as  master  of  his  lodge.  He 
became  identified  with  the  order  in  Canada 
and  is  also  connected  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Foresters,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  the  American  Order  of  Forest- 
ers, while  he  and  his  wife  are  identified  with 
the  Eastern  Star.  He  is  a  young  man  of  laud- 
able ambition  and  progressive  spirit  and  has 
already  gained  a  creditable  position  in  the 
ranks  of  the  medical  fraternity  in  Macomb 
county. 


HERMAN  HUMMRICH. 

Herman  Hummrich,  a  general  merchant 
and  also  the  postmaster  of  Halfway,  was  born 
in  Germany,  January  27,  1862,  his  parents 
being  Charles  and  Minnie  (Knop)  Humm- 
rich, wdio  were  also  natives  of  the  father- 
land. Charles  Hummrich  was  there  born, 
October  19,  1833,  and  was  reared,  educated 
and  married  in  that  country.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  1870,  settling  in  Detroit,  and 
being  an  ironworker  by  trade  he  secured 
employment  in  the  stove  works,  where  his 
services  were  retained  until  1895.  In  that 
year  he  removed  to  Erin  township,  Macomb 
county,  to  live  with  his  son,  Herman,  and 
although  he  is  now  seventy-two  years  of 
age  he  is  still  a  hale  and  hearty  man. 

Herman  Hummrich  was  a  little  lad  of  eight 
summers  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  the 
new  world.  He  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Detroit  and  after 
learning  the  upholsterer's  trade  with  John 
Keck  &  Company  of  that  city,  he  entered 
upon  his  active  business  career  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  by  accepting  a  position 
with  the  firm  of  Gray  &  Baffey,  now  A. 
Gray  &  Company.  He  continued  with  that 
house  for  three  years,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  John  Keck  &  Company  and  was 
employed  in  their  establishment  for  six 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
gave  up  the  upholstering  business  and 
opened  a  grocery  store,  which  he  conducted 
for  a  year.  He  then  removed  to  Erin  town- 
ship in  1891,  purchasing  the  saloon  business 
of  Ameis  &  Son,  and  in  connection  with  this 
he  opened  a  large  general  store,  in  which 
he  is  now  doing  a  prosperous  business,  car- 
rying a  well  selected  and  extensive  line  of 
goods  such  as  is  in  demand  by  a  general 
trade. 

In  1897  Mr.  Hummrich  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Halfway,  at  which  time  mail 
was  brought  only  once  a  week  from  Fraser. 


Through  his  instrumentality  mail  was  later 
received  twice  a  week  and  eventually,  by 
means  of  a  petition,  it  was  arranged  that 
the  mail  should  be  brought  over  the  Rapid 
Railroad,  and  now  Mr.  Hummrich  sends  out 
three  mails  and  receives  two  each  day.  The 
business  of  the  office  has  greatly  increased 
and  its  affairs  are  capably  administered  by 
him.  This  is  not  the  only  public  position  he 
has  filled,  for  at  other  times  he  has  rendered 
capable  service  to  the  general  public.  In 
1897  he  was  elected  township  clerk  and  in 
1900  was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
reviewr,  acting  in  that  capacity  for  four 
years.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  cause 
of  education,  was  moderator  of  school  dis- 
trict No.  2  for  several  years  and  has  been 
school  inspector  for  five  years.  He  belongs 
to  the  Roseville  branch  of  the  German  Ar- 
beiters.  On  the  5th  of  January,  1882,  Mr. 
Hummrich  was  married  to  Miss  Hulda 
Boettcher,  a  daughter  of  August  Boettcher, 
of  Detroit.  They  have  five  children: 
Charles,  an  attorney  with  B.  R.  Eskine,  of 
Mount  Clemens;  Lulu;  George;  Alma,  and 
Orda,  Mr.  Hummrich  manifests  many  of 
the  strong  and  sterling  characteristics  of  the 
Teutonic  race — a  race  which  has  planted  the 
seeds  of  civilization  in  many  a  locality  and 
land.  He  has  in  his  business  career  worked 
persistently  and  with  determination  to  gain 
a  start  and  acquire  a  competence,  and  he  is 
now  conducting  a  commercial  enterprise  of 
importance  at  Halfway. 


GEORGE  W.  STEFFENS. 

George  W.  Steffens,  manager  of  the  Stef- 
fens  Mills  at  Fraser,  was  born  in  Grosse 
Pointe  township,  now  Gratiot  township, 
Wayne  county,  Michigan,  December  28,  1869, 
his  parents  being  Charles  and  Frederieka 
(Arning)  Steffens,  who  are  represented  else- 
where in  this  volume.  His  preliminary  educa- 
tion, acquired  in  the  district  schools,  was  sup- 
plemented by  study  in  the  Detroit  Business 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1886.  From  the  time  that  he  was  old  enough 
to  work  he  has  been  actively  associated  in 
business  with  his  father  and  is  the  present 
manager  of  the  Steffens  Mills  at  Fraser.  He 
thoroughly  understands  the  workings  of  the 
plant  and  its  output  finds  a  ready  sale  on  the 
market  because  of  the  excellence  of  the  prod- 
uct. He  is  discriminating  in  business  mat- 
ters and  his  sound  judgment  and  enterprise 
prove  the  basis  of  very  desirable  success. 


HERMAN  HUMMRICH. 
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On  the  12th  of  September,  1893,  Mr.  Steffens 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Hart- 
sig,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Lewis  Hartsig,  of 
Warren  township,  and  their  children  are : 
Oscar,  Dorothy,  Florence,  Oliver,  George  and 
Lillian,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Steffens  has  always  been  interested  in 
local  measures  that  have  for  their  object  the 
welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  community  and 
his  fellow  townsmen,  recognizing  his  patriotic 
interest  and  public  spirit,  have  chosen  him  to 
office  011  various  occasions.  In  1895  he  was 
elected  village  clerk,  this  being  the  year  of 
the  incorporation,  and  he  has  since  filled  the 
position.  In  1896-7  he  was  elected  township 
treasurer  and  in  1899  was  appointed  deputy 
under  Sheriff  Cady  and  again  under  Sheriff 
Eckstein  in  1904.  In  the  spring  of  the  same 
year  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and 
in  1902  he  was  appointed  notary  public  by 
Governor  Bliss  and  he  has  filled  various  of- 
fices, the  duties  of  which  he  has  ever  dis- 
charged with  promptness  and  fidelity.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  Mount  Clemens 
lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  which  he  joined 
in  1902,  and  is  also  a  member  of  Warren 
tent,  No.  605,  K.  0.  T.  M.  He  has  a  wide 
and  favorable  acquaintance  in  the  community 
where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  and 
where  in  business,  social  and  political  circles 
he  is  favorably  known. 


WILLIAM  F.  SAWN. 

William  F.  Sawn  is  one  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  Macomb  county  bar,  and  is 
also  engaged  in  the  abstract  business,  while 
with  industrial  interests  he  is  also  con- 
nected as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Sawn  &  Company,  manufacturers  of  the  Mon- 
itor steam  thresher.  He  also  possesses  consid- 
erable inventive  genius  and  his  talents,  if  de- 
veloped along  any  one  of  these  lines,  would 
undoubtedly  lead  him  to  success,  but  he  is 
giving  his  attention  largely  to  his  professional 
duties  and  already  has  gained  a  good  client- 
age for  one  of  his  years. 

Mr.  Sawn  was  born  in  Mount  Clemens  Octo- 
ber 18,  1879,  his  parents  being  William  and 
Odelia  (Voss)  Sawn.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Frederick  II.  Zahn — for  so  the  name 
was  originally  spelled — was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  after  emigrating  to  America  re- 
sided for  a  time  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, whence  he  came  to  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  in  1846,  settling  in  Macomb  town- 
ship.    His  son,  William  Sawn,  was  born  in 


Philadelphia,  February  28,  1845,  and  was 
therefore  a  year  old  when  brought  by  his 
parents  to  this  county.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  produc- 
tive industries  of  the  county,  and  is  now  at 
the  head  of  the  firm  of  Sawn  &  Company, 
builders  and  shippers  of  the  Monitor  thresh- 
er. He  married  Miss  Odelia  Voss,  a  native 
of  this  city  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  II . 
Voss,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and  at  an 
early  day  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Mount 
Clemens.  He  became  a  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizen  of  this  locality  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  leading  pioneer  settlers  of 
Macomb  county. 

William  F.  Sawn  pursued  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Mount  Clemens, 
continuing  his  studies  here  until  he  had  com- 
pleted the  high  school  course.  He  prepared 
for  his  chosen  profession  in  the  Detroit  Col- 
lege of  Law,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
June  12,  1903.  He  was  admitted  to  practice 
before  the  supreme  court  of  Michigan,  June 
15,  1903,  and  before  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  June  22,  1903.  His  desire 
to  become  a  member  of  the  bar  was  early 
formed.  He  read  text-books  on  lawr  even 
while  a  student  in  the  Mount  Clemens  schools 
and  from  1897  to  1899  Avas  a  student  in  the 
law  office  of  Crocker  &  Knight.  He  also 
studied  with  Franz  C.  Kuhn  for  a  time  and 
then  began  practice,  establishing  his  office 
in  Mount  Clemens  in  1899.  He  had  begun 
the  abstract  business  in  February,  1898,  and 
he  still  continues  this  in  connection  writh  the 
law.  He  is  one  of  three  who  traveled  over 
twenty  thousand  miles  to  obtain  his  legal  ed- 
ucation by  going  to  Detroit  and  returning 
home  each  evening  by  electric  car.  As  before 
stated  he  also  has  business  interests  aside 
from  those  just  mentioned,  being  associated 
with  his  father  in  placing  upon  the  market 
the  Monitor  steam  threshing  machine.  He  is 
also  the  inventor  of  an  attachment  to  pneu- 
matic wind  stackers  for  stacking  straw  and 
in  connection  with  his  father  has  introduced 
many  improvements  in  the  building  of  the 
threshers  and  the  operation  of  the  plant.  He 
possesses  a  decided  talent  along  mechanical 
lines  and  his  originality  is  shxnvn  in  his  in- 
ventions. He  is  also  a  patent  attorney,  hav- 
ing been  admitted  to  practice  in  the  interior 
department  at  Washington,  D.  C,  in  1900. 

Mr.  Sawn  is  prominent  in  political  circles 
and  was  the  first  secretary  of  the  Young  Men 's 
Kepublican  Club  which  was  organized  in 
Mount  Clemens  in  1900.  He  believes  strongly 
in  reform  work  in  the  primaries  and  is  great- 
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ly  opposed  to  misrule  in  municipal  affairs. 
He  untiringly  advocated  primary  reform  at 
the  convention  held  in  Richmond,  Macomb 
county,  in  June,  1904,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  credentials  there.  He  has 
always  been  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  leading 
principles  of  his  party,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1903  he  was  nominated  on  the  republican 
ticket  for  the  office  of  supervisor.  He  ran 
ahead  of  his  ticket,  but  was  defeated  by  a 
small  majority.  During  the  congressional  ses- 
sion of  1904-5  he  spent  a  portion  of  the  time 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  being  connected  with 
the  postoffice  department,  and  later  he  made 
a  trip  through  the  New  England  states,  re- 
turning thence  to  Mount  Clemens.  He  finds 
his  chief  source  of  recreation  in  water  sports, 
being  particularly  fond  of  boating  and  sail- 
ing. He  is  popular  with  people  of  his  own 
age  in  Mount  Clemens,  while  the  older  men, 
recognizing  his  ability,  predict  for  him  a  suc- 
cessful future. 


FRED  W.  SCHMIDT. 

Fred  W.  Schmidt,  whose  farm  shows  all 
the  evidence  of  painstaking  care  on  the  part 
of  the  owner  and  whose  property  comprises 
a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
Section  8,  Clinton  township,  wTas  born  upon 
this  place  August  13,  1860.  His  father,  Fred- 
erick G.  Schmidt,  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
born  in  1827,  and  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  were  passed  in  that  country.  He 
was  married  there  to  Miss  Caroline  Mulen- 
hauer,  also  a  native  of  the  fatherland,  and  in 
1853  they  emigrated  to  the  new  world,  making 
their  way  at  once  to  Macomb  county,  Michi- 
gan, wdiere  they  secured  a  tract  of  raw  land, 
which  he  cleared  and  developed,  transform- 
ing it  into  a  fine  farm.  He  afterward  built  a 
good  brick  residence,  which  supplemented  his 
pioneer  home,  and  also  substantial  and  com- 
modious barns  and  other  outbuildings.  He 
planted  an  orchard,  fenced  the  place  and  con- 
tinued the  work  of  improvement  along  pro- 
gressive lines  until  an  excellent  farming  prop- 
erty wras  a  visible  evidence  of  his  life  of  in- 
dustry and  enterprise.  After  rearing  his 
family  on  the  old  home  place  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Mount  Clemens,  wrhere  he  lived  a 
retired  life  for  thirteen  years.  He  then  dis- 
posed of  his  property  in  the  county  seat  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Detroit,  where  he  now 
makes  his  home,  resting  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fruits  of  his  former  toil. 

Fred  W.  Schmidt  was  one  of  a  family  of 
four  sons   and  two   daughters  and  with  the 


exception  of  one  son  all  are  yet  living.  His 
boyhood  days  were  spent  upon  the  old  home- 
stead farm  which  he  helped  to  clear  and  cul- 
tivate and  after  arriving  at  mature  years  he 
purchased  the  land  of  his  father  and  has  con- 
tinued the  work  of  further  development  and 
improvement  until  he  nowr  has  one  of  the  ex- 
cellent farm  properties  in  Clinton  township. 
There  are  good  buildings  and  everything 
about  the  place  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appear- 
ance and  as  the  years  go  by  he  harvests  good 
crops,  for  he  follows  progressive  and  practical 
methods  in  caring  for  his  fields  so  that  an  ex- 
cellent return  is  secured  for  his  labor. 

In  May,  1890,  Mr.  Schmidt  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Macomb  county  to  Miss  Mary 
Ilammann,  a  native  of  the  county  and  a 
daughter  of  William  Ilammann,  who  was 
born  in  Germany.  Seven  children  grace  this 
marriage:  Paul  F.,  Carrie,  Edna,  Anna, 
Walter,  Harold  and  Gladys.  They  also  lost 
one  son,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
months.  The  parents  were  reared  in  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  church  and  now  hold  member- 
ship therein.  Mr.  Schmidt  votes  with  the 
democratic  party,  but  has  never  sought  or 
desired  office,  giving  his  attention  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  is  to-day  classed 
with  the  honest  yeomen  of  Macomb  county. 


WARREN  LAWRENCE. 

Warren  Lawrence  has  for  years  been  an 
active  business  man  and  successful  farmer  of 
Washington  township.  He  has  always  lived 
in  Macomb  county,  having  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  of  day  on  the  old  Lawrence 
farm  July  5,  1842.  His  father,  John  C.  Law- 
rence, was  born  in  Vermont  in  1814  and  when 
a  child  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  New  York,  being  reared  in  Onon- 
daga county.  Subsequently  he  was  married 
there  to  Betsy  Glaspie,  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire state,  and  in  1835  he  removed  westward 
to  Michigan,  entering  from  the  government 
a  tract  of  land  on  the  boundary  line  between 
Oakland  and  Macomb  counties.  This  was  cov- 
ered with  timber,  but  he  at  once  cleared  away 
the  trees  for  a  log  house,  built  fences  and  be- 
gan the  cultivation  of  the  soil  so  that  in  due 
course  of  time  rich  harvests  were  gathered. 
His  father,  John  Lawrence,  joined  him  here 
a  few  years  later  and  also  bought  land  in 
Macomb  county,  one  and  a  half  miles  east. 
They  traded  farms  later,  their  removal  being 
made  in  1851.  John  C.  Lawrence  was  a  thrif- 
ty and  successful  agriculturist  and  for  many 
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years  carried  on  the  work  of  tilling  the  soil, 
neglecting'  no  effort  that  would  make  his  busi- 
ness a  profitable  one  in  harmony  with  honor- 
able and  straightforward  methods.  At  length 
he  removed  from  the  farm  to  Romeo,  where 
he  lived  retired  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1892.  His  wife  had  pas  :cd  away 
in  1890.  Their  son  Henry,  nine  years  older 
than  Warren,  died  of  cancer  of  the  face  in 
1876,  and  their  daughter,  Alice,  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years. 

Warren  Lawrence,  their  only  living  child, 
was  reared  upon  the  home  farm  in  Washing- 
ton township  and  his  preliminary  education, 
acquired  in  the  common  schools,  was  supple- 
mented by  study  in  the  Oxford  high  school. 
.He  remained  with  his  father  through  the  pe- 
riod of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  working  in  the 
fields  when  not  engaged  with  the  duties  of 
the  schoolroom.  Following  the  attainment  of 
his  majority  he  was  married  in  Washington 
township,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1862,  to  Miss 
Phoebe  A.  Gulick,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Washington  township,  while  her  father,  Wil- 
liam Gulick,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  The 
young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon 
the  old  homestead  farm  and  Mr.  Lawrence 
continued  its  cultivation  for  twenty  years, 
on  the  expiration  of  which  period  they  left 
the  farm  and  removed  to  Romeo  in  1885.  Here 
Mr.  Lawrence  began  dealing  in  agricultural 
implements,  continuing  in  that  business  for 
ten  years.  He  also  bought  a  lot  and  built  a 
residence  in  1885,  erecting  a  neat  and  com- 
fortable house  which  he  still  occupies.  Since 
selling  his  store  in  Romeo  he  has  spent  the 
summer  months  in  traveling  for  a  harvester 
company,  the  Milwaukee.  He  bought  and  still 
owns  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Washington 
township  and  has  another  farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  Oakland  township,  both  being  well 
improved  properties,  which  return  him  a 
good  income,  and  thus  he  realizes  a  good 
profit  upon  his  investment. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  have  one  son,  John 
C.  Lawrence,  who  has  been  twice  married, 
and  has  four  children:  Helen  and  Omer, 
born  of  the  first  marriage;  and  Warren  and 
George,  born  of  the  second  marriage.  He  is 
now  a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  being  em- 
ployed by  the  American  Road  Machine  Com- 
pany of  Kennett  Square,  Pennsylvania. 

Politically  Mr.  Lawrence  is'  a  republican 
where  national  issues  are  involved  and  his  first 
presidential  ballot  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. He  has  never  desired  office  for  him- 
self, as  his  business  affairs  have  claimed  his 
time  and  energies.    He  belongs  to  the  Knights 


of  Pythias  fraternity  of  Romeo,  has  filled 
all  of  its  chairs  and  is  now  serving  as  past 
chancellor  of  the  lodge.  His  life  history  is 
another  illustration  of  the  fact  that  success 
comes  as  the  legitimate  result  of  well-applied 
energy,  unflagging  determination  and  perse- 
verance in  a  course  of  action  when  once  de- 
cided upon.  She  smiles  not  upon  the  idler 
or  dreamer,  and  only  the  man  who  has  justly 
won  her  favor  is  crowned  with  her  bless- 
ings. In  tracing  the  history  of  Mr.  Lawrence 
it  is  plainly  seen  that  the  prosperity  which 
he  enjoys  has  been  won  by  the  commendable 
qualities  above  mentioned,  together  with  other 
traits  of  character  which  have  also  won  for 
him  the  high  esteem  of  those  who  know  him. 


DAVID  F.  JONES. 


David  F.  Jones,  who  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial agriculturists  of  the  township  of  Ma- 
comb, where  he  owns  a  good  farm  of  about 
one  hundred  acres,  maintains  his  residence 
in  Meade.  He  was  born  near  the  old  home- 
stead property  in  Macomb  township,  May 
7,  1852.  His  father  was  James  Jones  and 
he  is  a  brother  of  Charles  H.  and  Robert  N. 
Jones,  whose  histories  are  given  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  His  youth  was  spent  like 
that  of  the  other  members  of  the  family — in 
work  upon  the  home  farm  and  in  attendance 
at  the  district  school.  There  he  learned  the 
best  methods  of  plowing  and  planting  and 
of  caring  for  the  crops  in  the  autumn.  He 
remained  with  his  father  on  the  old  home- 
stead and  afterward  carried  on  the  farm  for 
him  and  later  received  a  deed  from  his  moth- 
er to  the  home  place.  In  his  work  he  kept 
in  touch  with  the  ideas  of  modern  progress 
along  agricultural  lines.  He  built  a  good 
house  and  barn  on  the  old  home  farm  and 
continued  the  work  of  repair  and  improve- 
ment and  placed  his  fields  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  There  he  continued  to  re- 
side until  1902,  when  he  retired  from  the 
farm  and  located  in  Meade,  where  he  owns 
a  good  residence.  He  still  looks  after  the 
farm  property,  however,  and  his  careful  su- 
pervision is  indicated  by  the  well-kept  ap- 
pearance of  the  place. 

David  F.  Jones  was  married  in  Macomb 
county,  May  28,  1874,  to  Miss  Ella  Furton, 
a  daughter  of  John  Furton,  whose  sketch  is 
given  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mrs. 
Jones  is  a  native  daughter  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty and  by  her  marriage  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  four  children :    Junia,  the  wife  of 
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Claude  Wright,  a  merchant  of  Davis,  Michi- 
gan; Ida  E.,  a  teacher  of  Macomb  county; 
Ona  F.,  also  a  teacher;  and  Ruth,  who  is  at- 
tending school. 

Mr.  Jones  votes  with  the  democracy  and 
keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day,  as  every  true  American 
should  do,  but  does  not  desire  office  as  a  re- 
ward for  party  fealty.  He  and  his  wife  and 
daughters  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  in  Meade  and  he  has  taken 
a  very  active  part  in  its  work,  serving  as 
class  leader  and  for  a  number  of  years  as 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  He  has  a 
wide  acquaintance  in  the  county  of  his  na- 
tivity. He  was  reared  on  the  old  family 
homestead,  to  the  ownership  of  which  he 
later  succeeded,  and  there  his  children  were 
all  born  and  reared.  He  has  been  a  resident 
of  the  same  neighborhood  throughout  his  en- 
tire life  and  in  his  career  he  has  demon- 
strated the  possession  of  qualities  which  are 
commendable  and  which  class  him  with  the 
best  citizens  of  his  communitv. 


LOUIS  AMEEL. 


For  many  years  Louis  Ameel  was  actively 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
Mount  Clemens,  but  is  now  living  retired, 
enjoying  a  well-earned  rest.  He  is  a  native 
of  Belgium,  born  in  1825.  It  was  on  the 
13th  of  July,  1854,  that  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  took  up  his  residence  in  Detroit, 
where  he  worked  at  the  tailor's  trade  for 
three  months. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  Mr.  Ameel  came 
to  Mount  Clemens  and  for  two  years  was 
in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Williams,  a  tailor,  of 
this  place.  During  the  following  three 
years  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  eight  dol- 
lars per  month.  Believing  that  he  could 
do  better  at  some  other  occupation  he  then 
erected  a  building  on  Cass  avenue  and  em- 
barked in  the  saloon  and  grocery  business, 
but  disposed  of  his  store  in  1863  and  for 
two  months  he  again  worked  at  his  trade. 
He  next  opened  a  barber  shop,  which  was 
the  first  establishment  of  the  kind  in  Mount 
Clemens,  and  continued  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness along  that  line  for  thirty  years,  or  un- 
til his  retirement  from  active  labor  in  1895, 
since  which  time  his  son  Frank  has  con- 
ducted the  shop.  Success  has  attended  his 
well-directed  efforts  in  life  and  he  acquired 
a   comfortable   competence,   which  now   en- 


ables him  to  live  in   ease  and  quiet  at  his 
pleasant  home  at  No.  65  New  street. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1859,  Mr.  Ameel 
was  married  in  Mount  Clemens  to  Miss  Anna 
Winkles,  and  they  have  become  the  parents 
of  twelve  children,  of  whom  eight  are  still 
living. 


HENRY  PRATT. 


Few  men  are  more  familiar  with  the 
pioneer  history  of  Macomb  county  than 
Henry  Pratt,  who  was  brought  here  in  his 
early  boyhood  days  and  was  reared  amid  the 
wild  scenes  of  pioneer  life.  Although  now 
possessing  a  handsome  competency,  he  was 
a  member  of  a  household  in  his  youth  that 
had  hardly  the  necessities  of  life  and  all  the 
hardships,  privations  and  difficulties  that  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  early  settlers  were  borne  by 
the  Pratt  family.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Westminster,  Upper  Canada,  February  13, 
1845,  his  parents  being  Josiah  and  Charlotte 
(Waun)  Pratt,  One  of  his  ancestors  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Josiah  Pratt,  Sr.,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  while  Josiah  Pratt, 
Jr.,  was  born  in  Vermont,  January  8,  1793, 
and  there  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  and  acquired  his  education.  He  went 
from  the  Green  Mountain  state  to  Lower 
Canada,  afterward  returned  to  Vermont  and 
later  went  to  Upper  Canada,  where  he  was 
married  to  Charlotte  Waun.  He  arrived  in 
Michigan  in  1848,  and  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Berlin  township,  Macomb  county. 
He  afterward  sold  that  and  returned  to  Can- 
ada, but  twTo  years  later  he  again  came  to 
this  county,  locating  on  section  1,  Armada 
township.  Here  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land,  but  subsequently  sold  thirty  acres 
of  this.  He  was  in  very  straitened  finan- 
cial circumstances.  He  had  a  team  of  horses 
which  he  traded  for  the  land,  gave  the  har- 
ness for  a  cow  and  ten  bushels  of  wheat  and 
the  wagon  for  a  yoke  of  oxen.  The  first 
year  he  planted  two  acres,  raising  thirty- 
two  bushels  of  corn  and  the  family  lived 
largely  on  Johnnycake.  The  father  was  a 
very  hardy  man,  performing  a  vast  amount 
of  labor.  Between  his  home  and  Memphis  a 
Mr.  Rix  had  built  a  mill  and  about  five  miles 
from  his  home  Mr.  Pratt  found  a  tree  that 
was  forked.  This  he  cut  down,  leaving  the 
trunk  long  enough  for  a  tongue  and  then 
boring  holes  in  the  forks  he  put  in  uprights 
and  on  those  built  a  kind  of  crate  to  hold 
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four  or  five  sacks  of  wheat,  and  in  this  way 
they  would  drive  with  their  oxen  to  mill  and 
have  the  breadstuff s  for  the  family  ground. 
They  had  to  blaze  a  road  through  the  forest 
to  the  mill.  As  the  years  passed,  however, 
the  family  prospered  and  in  course  of  time 
the  father  was  enabled  to  purchase  a  wagon 
for  which  he  paid  one  hundred  and  ten  dol- 
lars— the  first  wagon  he  had  owned  since 
trading  the  one  in  which  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan for  land.  The  wolves  could  be  heard 
howling  at  night  during  the  first  winter. 

Josiah  Pratt  was  married  three  times  and 
had  twenty-three  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing are  living:  Henry;  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  C.  B.  H.  Spencer,  a  farmer  of  Riley 
township,  St.  Clair  county,  Michigan,  by 
whom  she  has  four  sons  and  three  daughters ; 
Edward,  who  is  living  in  Lapeer  county  and 
had  three  children,  of  whom  two  are  living; 
Luther,  a  farmer  living  near  Mount  Clemens, 
who  is  married  and  has  five  children ;  Susan, 
wife  of  Edwin  Talmage,  a  farmer  of  Riley 
township,  St.  Clair  county,  by  whom  she  has 
one  child ;  and  George,  a  resident  of  Deford, 
Tuscola  county,  Michigan,  who  is  married 
and  has  two  children. 

Henry  Pratt  attended  the  schools  of  Ar- 
mada township  but  did  not  have  the  privilege 
of  continuing  his  studies  after  he  was  twelve 
years  of  age.  He  has  worked  in  the  pine 
woods  and  has  led  a  very  active  life  as  a 
farmer.  He  shared  with  the  family  in  the 
hardships  and  trials  resulting  from  the  fron- 
tier condition  of  the  county  and  the  finan- 
cial position  of  the  father  and  early  felt  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  his  own  support. 
He  resolved,  when  a  lad,  that  he  would  gain 
a  competency  in  his  manhood  and  he  has 
worked  earnestly  and  persistently  to  this 
end.  To  the  original  home  farm  he  has 
added  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  so 
that  he  now  owns  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  constituting  one  of  the  excellent  farm 
properties  of  Armada  and  Richmond  town- 
ships. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  1880,  Mr.  Pratt  was 
married  to  Miss  Helen,  daughter  of  John 
and  Sophia  (Puterbeauh)  Stonehouse,  of 
Brockway,  St.  Clair  county.  She  was  one 
of  eight  children  and  was  born  in  Ontario, 
Canada,  October  14,  1844,  was  educated  in 
St.  Clair  county  and  died  January  11,  1901. 
They  had  two  children.  Nellie  S.,  born 
March  25,  1881,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Armada 
high  school,  has  been  educated  in  music  and 
has  taken  the  domestic  economy  course  in 
the   Lansing  Agricultural   College.      She   is 


now  keeping  house  for  her  father.  Harry 
J.,  born  January  19,  1883,  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  in  Armada  and  in  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  day 
school  in  Detroit,  the  first  institution  of  the 
kind  in  America.  He  has  always  followed 
farming.  He  was  married,  March  9,  1905, 
to  Addie  L.,  daughter  of  William  Riley  and 
Mary  (Parker)  Cleveland,  of  New  Haven, 
Michigan.  He  is  living  on  home  place  with 
father  and  is  a  member  of  Harmony  lodge, 
143,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

Mr.  Pratt  has  always  been  a  stanch  demo- 
crat. He  is  a  Mason,  having  for  ten  years 
belonged  to  Harmony  lodge,  No.  143,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  at  Armada,  and  for  five  years  of 
that  time  was  worshipful  master  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  wTas  presented  with  a  solid 
gold  watch  and  chain.  He  likewise  belongs 
to  Romeo  chapter,  No.  17,  R.  A.  M.,  the 
Eastern  Star  chapter  at  Memphis,  and  Romeo 
commandery,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  lodge  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Foresters.  His  daughter  belongs  to  the 
Eastern  Star  at  Armada  and  both  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  church.  For  two 
years  he  has  been  president  of  the  Armada 
Agricultural  Society,  of  which  he  has  been 
a  member  for  twelve  years,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  cemetery  board.  In  his  busi- 
ness career  he  has  prospered,  carrying  out 
the  determination  formed  in  his  youth  to 
win  prosperity  if  it  could  be  acquired 
through  persistent,  honorable  effort.  He 
has  allowed  no  obstacles  to  brook  him  in  his 
purpose  and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  a  valua- 
ble farm  as  the  result  of  his  unremitting 
labor  and  carefully  managed  business  affairs. 


ADAM  A.  BENNETT. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Macomb  county, 
who,  preferring  to  continue  their  residence 
in  this  part  of  the  state  have  become  repre- 
sentative and  valued  citizens  of  their  respec- 
tive communities,  Adam  A.  Bennett  is  num- 
bered. He  was  born  in  the  village  of  New 
Haven,  February  5,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of 
Adam  and  Olive  S.  (Dusett)  Bennett.  His 
father  was  born  in  Chateaugay,  Franklin 
county,  New  York,  March  18,  1832,  and  his 
parents  were  Adam  and  Agnes  Bennett,  na- 
tives of  Scotland,  whence  they  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
settling  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in 
the  Empire  state,  but  believing  that  he  might 
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have  better  business  opportunities  in  the 
west,  came  to  Macomb  county  in  1859.  Here 
he  followed  railroad  construction,  a  work 
which  he  had  first  undertaken  as  a  young 
man  on  the  Great  Western  &  Canadian  Rail- 
road. His  home  in  this  county  was  in  New 
Haven,  where  he  took  up  the  wrork  of  build- 
ing the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad.  Following 
the  completion  of  the  line  he  was  made  road 
foreman  and  in  that  capacity  acted  for  a 
number  of  years,  when  failing  sight  compelled 
him  to  give  up  railroad  work.  He  then  turned 
his  attention  to  general  merchandising  as  a 
partner  of  I.  N.  Cook  and  opened  a  store  in 
a  building  near  where  the  postoffice  now 
stands.  That  building  was  afterward  de- 
stroyed by  fire  and  they  opened  another  store 
where  the  barber  shop  is  now  located.  They 
continued  in  merchandising  for  ten  years  and 
also  engaged  in  purchasing  grain  and  prod- 
uce. On  the  expiration  of  that  decade  they 
sold  out  and  Mr.  Bennett  turned  his  attention 
to  the  real  estate  business  and  conveyancing. 
He  was  also  administrator  of  many  of  the  old 
estates  and  his  advice  was  widely  sought  on 
legal  questions.  It  was  conscientiously  given 
to  all  alike,  unmixed  with  personal  prejudice, 
and  his  honorable  treatment  of  those  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact  gained  for  him  the 
strongest  regard  and  friendship.  In  politics 
lie  was  a  stanch  democrat  and  in  the  80s,  in 
connection  with  II .  C airfield,  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, he  turned  the  township,  which  had  hith- 
erto been  strongly  republican,  over  to  the  de- 
mocracy. In  1894  he  was  elected  on  the  dem- 
ocratic ticket  to  the  state  legislature  from 
the  first  district  of  Macomb  county.  In  1896, 
however,  having  been  again  nominated,  he 
was  defeated,  with  the  remainder  of  the  tick- 
et. On  the  organization  of  the  village  of  New 
Haven  in  1869  he  was  chosen  first  assessor  and 
was  afterward  elected  president.  For  many 
years  he  was  very  active  in  township  matters 
and  filled  the  offices  of  supervisor,  township 
clerk  and  township  treasurer,  while  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  serving  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  wras  also  very  prominent  in 
church  work,  being  a  member  of  the  New 
Haven  Congregational  church  and  in  its 
work  he  took  a  most  active  and  helpful  part, 
filling  the  positions  of  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent, deacon,  trustee,  clerk  and  treasur- 
er. His  efforts  were  so  interwoven  with  the 
activities  of  the  church  that  his  death  was 
most  deeply  regretted  in  its  membership  and 
his  place  has  been  difficult  to  fill.  He  was  a 
member  of  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F. 


&  A.  M.,  and  also  of  Mount  Clemens  chapter 
No.  69,  R,  A.  M. 

His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  Adam  A.  Ben- 
nett, died  December  26,  1865,  and  in  1867  Mr. 
Bennett  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda  M. 
Worden,  of  Monroe  county,  Michigan,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children,  three  yet  living, 
namely:  Mrs.  Esther  V.  Lewis,  of  Toledo, 
Ohio;  Edwin  J.,  who  is  living  in  Springfield, 
Ohio;  and  Mabel  M.,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 
Mr.  Bennett  died  September  30,  1899,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  with  Masonic  honors,  about 
forty  of  his  brethren  of  the  fraternity  at- 
tending the  funeral.  Many  relatives  and  a 
large  concourse  of  friends  gathered  to  pay 
their  last  respects  to  Mr.  Bennett,  who  had 
long  lived  in  their  midst  and  was  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  had  ever 
been  a  fearless  champion  of  the  right,  an  ad- 
vocate of  reform  and  progress,  and  had  con- 
tributed in  substantial  measure  to  the  social, 
the  material,  political  and  moral  advance- 
ment of  the  community.  His  name  is  a  syno- 
nym for  integrity,  and  untarnished  was  given 
as  a  precious  legacy  to  his  children.  His 
widow  afterward  removed  to  Ann  Arbor, 
where  she  lived  with  her  daughter  until  her 
death,  August  29,  1903. 

Adam  A.  Bennett  supplemented  his  early 
education,  acquired  in  the  district  school,  by 
study  in  the  high  school  of  Newr  Haven,,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1881.  He  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Detroit 
Business  University  of  the  class  of  1890  and 
he  entered  upon  his  business  career  as  a 
teacher  in  district  No.  7,  Chesterfield  town- 
ship, where  he  remained  for  two  years.  He 
then  accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  for 
II.  R.  Hazelton  in  a  general  store  at  Wash- 
ington, wThere  he  spent  seven  years,  after 
which  he  occupied  a  similar  position  with  A. 
M.  Salliotte,  a  lumber  merchant  of  Detroit, 
with  whom  he  spent  two  years  at  Ashley  and 
one  year  at  Detroit.  He  then  resigned  his 
position  in  order  to  accept  the  appointment 
of  postmaster  at  New  Haven,  acting  in  that 
capacity  for  three  years,  when  he  returned 
to  his  former  employer,  Mr.  Salliotte,  but  four 
years  later  was  again  compelled  to  resign  on 
account  of  ill  health.  He  was,  however,  re- 
tained by  Mr.  Salliotte  as  his  auditor  and 
still  fills  that  position.  On  giving  up  the  ac- 
tive work  of  bookkeeping  he  once  more  took 
up  his  abode  in  New  Haven.  Although  but 
a  young  man  his  legal  advice  is  sought  by 
many.  He  is  connected  with  various  impor- 
tant   real    estate   transactions    and    now    has 
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about  fifteen  acres  of  his  property  divided 
into  village  lots.  lie  has  thoroughly  informed 
himself  concerning  realty  values  and  is  en- 
abled to  help  his  patrons  make  judicious  in- 
vestments, lie  is  likewise  a  director  in  the 
New  Haven  Savings  Bank  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  representative  and  capable  busi- 
ness men  of  his  native  village. 

Like  his  father  Mr.  Bennett  has  always 
been  interested  and  active  in  political  affairs 
and  gives  his  support  to  the  democratic  par- 
ty. The  first  office  to  which  he  was  called  was 
that  of  postmaster  of  New  Haven  in  1893  and 
in  1895  he  was  elected  township  clerk,  being 
the  only  candidate  on  the  ticket  chosen  for 
office  that  year.  Again  he  was  elected  in  1896 
and  once  more  in  1900,  and  in  1901  he  was 
elected  supervisor  and  has  since  been  elected 
for  five  consecutive  terms.  He  has  also  been 
councilman  in  the  village  for  y\x  years  and 
in  the  discharge  of  the  varied  duties  which 
have  thus  been  assigned  him  he  has  ever  been 
foirrid  prompt,  faithful  and  capable.  In  his 
fraternal  relations,  where  he  has  been  hon- 
ored with  office,  he  belongs  to  Mount  Clemens 
lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Mount  Clemens 
chapter,  No.  69,  R.  A.  M. ;  Court  George 
Washington,  No.  1408,  I.  O.  F.,  of  New  Ha- 
ven; and  New  Haven  lodge,  No.  465,  I.  O.  O. 
F.  In  the  last  named  he  has  filled  all  the 
principal  chairs  and  has  twice  been  elected 
representative  to  the  grand  lodge. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1885,  Mr.  Ben- 
nett was  married  to  Miss  F.  Adella  Dryer,  a 
daughter  of  John  F.  and  Thankful  E.  (Cole) 
Dryer,  of  Lenox  township.  Her  father  was 
born  in  New  York  in  1828  and  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  F.  Dryer,  who  came  to  Macomb  coun- 
ty in  1837,  settling  in  Lenox  township,  where 
he  took  up  land  from  the  government,  per- 
forming the  arduous  task  of  developing  a 
new  farm  amid  pioneer  environments.  He  was 
prominent  both  in  church  and  township  af- 
fairs and  was  the  first  clerk  of  Lenox  town- 
ship, being  elected  in  1837  and  serving  con- 
tinuously in  that  office  until  1847.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Congrega- 
tional church  and  for  many  years  served  as 
one  of  its  deacons.  John  F.  Dryer  was  quiet 
and  unassuming  and  very  industrious,  and  in 
his  farming  operations  met  with  success,  ac- 
cumulating a  competence  that  enabled  him  in 
March,  1884,  to  put  aside  further  business 
cares  and  live  retired  in  New  Haven.  There 
he  passed  away  December  14,  1899,  leaving 
a  widow  and  two  children :  Charles,  a  resi- 
dent of  New  Haven;  and  Mrs.  Bennett,  Unto 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  have  been  born  two 
sons,  Adam  J.  and  Neil. 

The  interests  which  have  made  claim  upon 
the  time  and  attention  of  Mr.  Bennett  have 
been  varied,  for  everything  which  tends  to 
the  betterment  of  conditions  of  mankind, 
for  the  stimulus  of  material  progress  or  the 
improvement  of  his  village  and  county  re- 
ceives his  endorsement  and  assistance.  He 
stands  to-day  as  a  representative  of  an  hon- 
ored pioneer  family  and  yet  it  is  his  personal 
worth  that  has  gained  for  him  the  good  will 
and  warm  friendship  of  those  with  whom  he 
has  been  associated. 

LUDWIG  SIMON. 

Ludwig  Simon,  a  real  estate  dealer  of 
Mount  Clemens,  is  a  native  of  Rhine-Ba- 
varia, Germany,  born  November  19,  1856, 
and  is  descended  from  an  old  Huguenot  fam- 
ily, who  were  driven  out  of  France  on  ac- 
count of  their  religious  views  and  located 
in  Rhine-Bavaria,  His  parents  were  Justice 
and  Wilhelmina  (Gotthold)  Simon,  also  na- 
tives of  Rhine-Bavaria,  where  they  spent 
their  entire  lives.  The  father  was  a  mer- 
chant, conducting  a  large  and  profitable 
business,  and  was  prominent  in  his  commun- 
ity. He  died  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1869, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  fifteen  children,  seven  of  whom 
reached  adult  age,  namely:  Louisa,  the  wife 
of  George  Feinthel,  of  the  province  of  Rhine- 
Bavaria;  Carl,  a  retired  merchant  of  Rome, 
New  York;  Ludwig;  Eliza,  deceased;  Gus- 
tav,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin ;  Wilhelmina  ; 
and  Henry,  of  Rhine-Bavaria, 

Ludwig  Simon  pursued  his  education  in 
the  province  of  Rhine-Bavaria,  attending 
the  public  schools  and  a  business  college 
there.  He  served  in  the  German  army  for 
two  years,  holding  the  rank  of  corporal,  and 
he  entered  upon  his  business  career  in  his 
father's  store,  where  he  remained  until  his 
father's  death. 

In  July,  1881,  Mr.  Simon  came  to  the 
United  States,  settling  first  in  Utica,  New 
York,  where  for  one  year  he  worked  in  a 
book  bindery  owned  by  A.  J.  Purvis.  He 
then  entered  upon  an  independent  business 
venture,  purchasing  the  book  bindery  of 
Noble  &  Kelly,  which  he  conducted  until 
1892  in  partnership  with  Fred  E.  Barnum, 
under  the  name  of  Simon  &  Barnum.  In  the 
vear   mentioned   he   sold   out   and    came   to 
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Mount  Clemens  to  take  the  baths,  suffering 
from  rheumatism.  He  was  much  benefited 
here  and  concluded  to  remain,  so  that  he 
soon  afterward  opened  a  real  estate  office 
and  has  since  engaged  in  this  business,  meet- 
ing with  gratifying  success.  He  now  has 
a  good  clientage  and  is  thoroughly  informed 
concerning  realty  values  in  this  city  and 
the  surrounding  districts.  He  has  nego- 
tiated many  important  realty  transfers  and 
is  a  most  enterprising,  wide-awake  business 
man.  In  1904  he  built  the  first  house  of 
cement  in  Mount  Clemens  and  is  now  occu- 
pying this  attractive  residence. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1893,  at  St.  Cath- 
arines, Ontario,  Mr.  Simon  was  married  to 
Miss  Netta  Dolson,  who  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  in  St.  Joseph's  con- 
vent at  St.  Catharines,  receiving  instruc- 
tion in  French,  English  and  domestic  sci- 
ence, in  addition  to  various  classical  studies. 
Unto  them  has  been  born  a  son,  Ludwig 
Carl  Goodfellow. 

Samuel  Goodfellow  Dolson,  Mrs.  Simon's 
father,  is  a  native  of  Lewiston,  New  York, 
and  of  Holland  Dutch  lineage.  In  1830, 
when  about  three  years  old,  he  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  St.  Cath- 
arines, Ontario,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
becoming  one  of  the  prominent  business 
men  of  that  place.  He  owned  and  conducted 
a  large  lumber  yard,  and  as  a  contractor 
and  architect  has  erected  three  hundred 
dwellings,  ranging  in  cost  from  four 
hundred  to  ten  thousand  dollars;  twen- 
ty business  blocks;  one  bank;  a  Ma- 
sonic temple ;  an  Odd  Fellows  building ;  four 
churches;  six  large  schoolhouses ;  a  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollar  convent;  a  courthouse; 
manufacturing  buildings  and  hotels.  He  is 
now  supervising  architect  of  the  new  armory 
at  St.  Catharines,  costing  eighty  thousand 
dollars.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
city  council  of  St.  Catharines ;  has  filled  the 
office  of  assessor  for  thirty-seven  consecu- 
tive years;  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
board  of  health  for  fifteen  years.  For  fifty- 
three  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  society;  has  passed  all  the 
chairs  in  the  subordinate  lodge ;  and  has  also 
held  office  in  the  grand  lodge  of  Ontario, 
being  grand  secretary,  grand  master,  grand 
representative  to  the  supreme  grand  lodge 
of  the  United  States,  grand  patriarch  in  the 
grand  encampment  of  Ontario,  and  grand 
representative  of  the  patriarchal  branch  of 
the  United  States.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years  he  also  joined  the  Masons  and  has 


attained  the  degrees  of  the  Royal  Arch 
chapter,  in  which  he  has  held  the  principal 
offices.  He  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  the 
blue  lodge. 

When  twenty-four  years  of  age  Mr.  Dol- 
son married  Miss  Henrietta  Moffatt,  who  was 
born  in  Watertown,  New  York,  and  was  then 
nineteen  years  of  age.  On  the  23d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1901,  they  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding, there  being  about  eighty  guests  pres- 
ent, and  it  proved  a  very  enjoyable  event. 
Unto  this  worthy  couple  were  born  nine 
daughters,  of  whom  seven  are  still  living, 
namely :  Eliza  Ellen,  the  widow  of  Fred- 
erick Witbeck  and  a  resident  of  Lockport, 
New  York ;  Frances  M.,  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Usher,  who  is  connected  with  the  large  ce- 
ment works  at  Queenstown,  Ontario ;  Addie 
Louise,  the  widow  of  Thomas  W.  Cole,  of 
Chicago ;  Carrie,  the  wife  of  Harry  Stork,  a 
magician,  of  Rochester,  New  York;  Har- 
riett S.,  the  widow  of  James  G.  Frank,  of 
Chicago ;  Mrs.  Simon ;  and  Josephine,  the 
wife  of  Lewis  Charles  Roeber,  who  is  inter- 
ested in  the  oil  fields  of  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah.  Those  deceased  are  Marietta  and  Jen- 
nie. 

Mr.  Simon  belongs  to  Mount  Clemens 
lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  was  made 
a  Mason  in  Oriental  lodge  at  Utica,  New 
York,  in  1895.  He  was  confirmed  in  the 
German  Lutheran  church  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen years,  while  his  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  Although  many 
have  longer  been  connected  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  Mount  Clemens,  none  are 
more  typically  representative  of  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  city  than  Mr.  Simon, 
who  by  his  enterprising  methods  and  keen 
business  discrimination  has  gained  success, 
becoming  a  leading  resident  of  his  adopted 
city. 


SIMON  II.  HEATH. 


Simon  II.  Heath,  who  is  filling  the  position 
of  postmaster  at  Richmond,  is  a  native  of 
the  Empire  state,  his  birth  having  occurred 
at  Carleton,  Orleans  county,  on  the  7th  of 
August,  1840.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Simon  Heath,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire 
was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  removed  from  the  old  Granite  state 
to  Vermont,  while  later  he  became  a  resident 
of  Orleans  county,  New  York,  where  his 
death  occurred.  His  son,  John  Heath,  born 
in  Vermont,  remained  a  resident  of  New 
York  for  a  number  of  years  and  on  emigrat- 
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ing  to  Michigan  located  near  Hillsdale,  where 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He 
wedded  Mary  E.  Strickland,  who  was  born 
in  the  state  of  New  York. 

Simon  II.  Heath  of  this  review  spent  his 
boyhood  days  in  the  old  farm  home  at  Hills- 
dale, where  he  remained  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Richmond  and 
was  engaged  in  clerking  in  the  Pioneer  store, 
a  general  store  and  postoffice.  He  was  thus 
employed  until  July,  1864.  In  July,  1861, 
he  had  offered  his  services  to  the  government 
in  response  to  the  call  for  ninety  thousand 
troops.  His  half-brother  having  enlisted  and 
the  regiment  being  full  when  he  enrolled, 
Simon  II .  Heath  came  to  Richmond  and  ac- 
cepted the  position  which  his  half-brother 
had  filled.  After  three  years,  however,  he 
joined  the  army  as  a  member  of  Company 
H,  Fourth  Michigan  Infantry,  under  Colonel 
Hall,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Adrian,  Michi- 
gan. The  command  went  to  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee, and  afterward  to  Decatur,  Alabama, 
being  engaged  largely  in  picket  duty.  Con- 
tinuing in  that  section  of  the  country  for 
about  a  year  he  was  then  honorably  dis- 
charged in  September,  1865,  and  returned  to 
his  home  in  ill-health,  owing  to  the  hard- 
ships and  rigors  of  war.  For  about  a  year 
thereafter  he  was  incapacitated  for  business 
life. 

In  1866  he  came  to  Richmond  and  returned 
to  his  old  employer.  He  continued  clerking 
here  until  1871,  when  he  made  a  trip  to 
Kansas,  where  he  spent  two  years  and  upon 
again  coming  to  Richmond  he  once  more  fol- 
lowed clerking.  In  1876,  however,  he  began 
business  for  himself,  conducting  his  store  for 
seven  years.  He  was  then  appointed  and 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  subse- 
quently he  re-entered  commercial  circles  in 
Richmond,  purchasing  a  book  store  and  news- 
stand. In  July,  1889,  he  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Richmond  by  President  Harrison, 
filling  the  position  for  four  years,  and  was 
again  appointed  by  President  McKinley  and 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1905,  was  reappointed 
by  President  Roosevelt,  at  which  time  the  of- 
fice was  raised  to  the  third  class.  He  is  now 
acting  in  this  capacity  and  gives  a  practical 
and  satisfactory  administration  to  the  pa- 
trons of  the  office.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  conveyancing  and  insur- 
ance business  and  he  has  acted  as  executor 
in  the  settlement  of  many  estates.  Frequent- 
ly his  appointment  was  unknown  until  the 
will  was  read.  He  is  a  man  of  unquestioned 
integrity  in  all  business  affairs  and  because 


of  this  many  evidences  of  public  trust  and 
confidence  have  been  bestowed  upon  him. 

Mr.  Heath  wras  married  in  1876  to  Miss 
Anna  0.  Beebe,  of  Richmond,  Michigan,  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  Beebe,  the  eldest  of 
the  three  Beebe  brothers  who  were  pioneer 
settlers  of  this  place.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Heath  have  been  born  the  following  named: 
J.  Alexander;  Charles  II.,  who  is  now  in  the 
postal  service  on  the  rural  free  delivery 
route;  and  Maud  L,  deceased.  Mr.  Heath, 
aside  from  the  postoffice,  has  filled  other  local 
offices,  having  been  township  treasurer  for 
seven  years  and  township  clerk  for  two 
terms.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for 
twenty-two  years,  his  incumbency  outlasting 
that  of  any  other  man  who  has  filled  the 
position.  His  decisions  are  strictly  fair  and 
impartial,  being  based  upon  the  evidence,  the 
law  in  the  case  and  the  equity  involved.  He 
holds  membership  with  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  for  forty  years  has  been 
a  Mason,  exemplifying  in  his  life  the  public 
spirit  of  the  craft.  He  is  a  leading  and  in- 
fluential citizen  of  his  community,  his 
friends  recognizing  his  genial  spirit  and 
worth  and  according  him  their  confidence  and 
good  will. 


FRANCIS  J.  MILLER, 

Francis  J.  Miller,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
F.  J.  Miller  &  Brother,  dealers  in  hardware, 
farm  implements,  paints  and  oils  at  Center 
Line,  was  born  on  a  farm  near  the  village, 
October  7,  1870,  and  is  of  German  lineage, 
his  paternal  grandparents  being  John  Peter 
and  Margaret  ( Vouspender)  Miller,  who  were 
natives  of  the  fatherland  and  with  their  fam- 
ily came  to  America  in  1842,  settling  on  sec- 
tion 22,  Warren  township,  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  in  what  is  now  the  Center  Line 
district,  which  was  then  an  almost  unbroken 
wilderness  in  which  the  Indians  were  en- 
camped and  in  which  wild  animals  had  their 
haunts.  Owing  to  the  death  of  the  grand- 
father the  year  following  his  arrival  in  this 
country  the  toil  and  hardships  of  clearing 
the  homestead  fell  upon  the  mother  and  her 
four  children  :  Joseph,  now  of  Detroit ;  Pe- 
ter, who  died  in  1898;  Mary  Ann,  now  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Kramer,  of  Warren  township ; 
and  Mathias,  who  was  then  only  seven  years 
of  age. 

Mathias  Miller  was  born  in  Prussia,  Ger- 
many, March  7,  1836,  and  was  therefore  only 
six  years  of  age  when  his  parents  crossed  the 
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Atlantic  to  the  new  world.  His  education 
was  only  such  as  the  district  schools  of  those 
early  days  afforded  and  as  soon  as  old 
enough  to  work  he  assisted  on  the  farm, 
of  which  he  took  charge  in  1855,  afterward 
caring  for  his  mother  until  her  death  in 
1876,  and  thus  repaying  her  in  part  for  the 
care  and  training  which  she  gave  him  in  his 
youth  and  for  the  sacrifices  she  made  for 
her  family.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Clemens 
church  at  Center  Line  and  also  of  St.  Clem- 
ens Aid  Society. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1865,  Mathias 
Miller  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Neu- 
gabauer,  who  was  born  in  Prussia  in  1845 
and  in  1853  was  brought  to  Macomb  county 
by  her  parents,  Francis  Joseph  Neugabauer 
and  his  wife,  of  Warren  township.  By  this 
marriage  the  following  children  were  born: 
Joseph,  who  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  Defray,  Michigan ;  Francis  J. ;  Rob- 
ert A.,  who  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Miller 
Brothers ;  Mrs.  Joseph  Jerou,  of  Warren 
township ;  Margaret,  a  Sister  of  Providence 
in  St.  Mary's  of  the  Woods  Convent,  at  St. 
Mary's,  Indiana;  Mrs.  Joseph  Murphy,  of 
Sterling  township ;  Katherine,  of  Center 
Line;  John  William,  Irene  and  Edith,  all  on 
the  home  farm.  All  of  the  children  are 
prominent  in  musical  circles  and  nearly  all 
are  members  of  the  choir  of  St.  Clemens 
church,  while  Mrs.  Miller  is  president  of  St. 
Mary's  Aid  Society. 

Francis  J.  Miller  was  educated  in  St. 
Clemens  school  and  remained  with  his  father 
on  the  farm  until  1891,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  the  saloon  business  until  1896.  He 
then  returned  to  the  farm,  but  after  a  year 
opened  an  implement  and  hardware  store  in 
Center  Line,  carrying  a  large  line  of  farm 
implements,  general  hardware,  paints  and 
supplies.  In  1902  he  admitted  his  brother 
Robert  to  a  partnership  under  the  present 
firm  style  of  F.  J.  Miller  &  Brother.  Mr. 
Miller  has  proved  himself  a  man  of  excep- 
tional business  ability  and  has  succeeded  in 
building  up  an  extensive  trade.  His  success 
is  attributable  to  his  own  efforts  and  to  his 
earnest  efforts  to  meet  the  wTishes  of  his 
patrons. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  1896,  Mr.  Miller 
was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Kramer,  a 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  Kramer, 
of  Detroit.  They  have  six  children:  Con- 
stance, Leona,  Urban,  Mildred,  Edward  and 
Margaret,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Miller  is  a  sis- 
ter of  Rev.  John  F.  Kramer,  of  St.  Clemens 
church,  and  belongs  to  St.  Mary's  Aid  So- 


ciety. Mr.  Miller  is  also  a  communicant  of 
that  church  and  belongs  to  St.  Clemens  So- 
ciety. He  is  affiliated  with  the  German  Ar- 
beiter,  of  Warren,  and  Warren  tent,  No. 
635,  K.  0.  T.  M.,  and  in  politics  is  a  demo- 
crat. In  1895  he  was  elected  township  treas- 
urer and  the  following  year  was  re-elected. 
His  history  presents  a  type  of  civic  and 
church  loyalty,  of  devotion  to  his  family  and 
of  reliabilitv  in  business  relations. 


ELMER  V.  SUTTON. 


Elmer  V.  Sutton,  who  is  filling  the  office 
of  register  of  deeds,  was  born  in  Richmond, 
Macomb  county,  February  23,  1868.  He  be- 
longs to  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of 
this  locality,  his  paternal  grandfather,  James 
H.  Sutton,  having  settled  in  Ray  township 
in  1839.  There  he  secured  land  and  began 
farming,  but  subsequently  he  removed  to 
Richmond  township,  where  his  remaining 
days  were  passed.  His  death  occurred  in 
1883,  when  he  was  seventy-eight  years  of 
age.  He  had  taken  a  helpful  part  in  the 
early  progress  and  improvement  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  state  and  because  of  his  activity 
and  material  assistance  his  name  should  be 
inscribed  high  on  the  roll  of  honored  pio- 
neer citizens  of  Macomb  county.  His  son, 
Charles  H.  Sutton,  was  born  near  Batavia, 
New  York,  April  13,  1835,  and  was,  there- 
fore, quite  young  when  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  Michigan.  Here  he  was  reared  upon 
the  home  farm  amid  pioneer  environments 
and  he  became  familiar  with  the  labor  neces- 
sary to  the  development  and  cultivation  of 
the  fields.  He  married  Eliza  A.  Stuart,  also 
a  native  of  New  York,  her  birth  occurring 
in  the  vicinity  of  Batavia,  July  9,  1837.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  William  R.  and  Anna  R. 
(Victory)  Stuart,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state,  who  in  1844,  removed  to  St.  Clair 
county,  Michigan,  where  his  death  occurred. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  II.  Sutton  became  the 
parents  of  three  children:  John  R.,  born 
October  13,  I860,  who  was  elected  on  the 
republican  ticket  and  is  serving  as  assessor 
of  Adams  county,  Colorado ;  Elmer  Y. ;  and 
Charles  S.,  who  was  born  February  12,  1874, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  near  Richmond 
on  the  old  homestead. 

Elmer  Y.  Sutton  spent  his  early  life  on 
the  home  farm  in  Richmond  township,  began 
his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
continued  his  studies  in  the  high  school  of 
the  village  of  Richmond,  where  he  was  grad- 
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uated  with  the  class  of  1889.  He  afterward 
spent  two  years  in  Denver,  Colorado,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  He 
went  to  the  west  in  March,  1890,  and  re- 
mained there  until  June,  1892,  when  he  re- 
turned home  and  took  charge  of  his  father's 
farm,  which  he  operated  for  two  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  removed  to 
Richmond,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
laundry  business  for  seven  years,  or  until 
1901.  He  then  gave  his  attention  to  vari- 
ous pursuits  until  the  fall  of  1902,  when  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  register  of  deeds 
of  Macomb  county  on  the  republican  ticket, 
receiving  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-two.  On  the  expiration  of  his  first 
term  he  was  re-elected  by  the  largest  ma- 
jority ever  given  to  any  candidate  on  the 
republican  ticket  in  Macomb  county,  hav- 
ing a  plurality  of  about  sixteen  hundred  and 
fifty  three,  his  home  town  of  Eichmond  giv- 
ing him  a  plurality  of  three  hundred  and 
forty-five.  His  opponent  only  received  one 
hundred  and  two  votes  of  the  entire  num- 
ber cast  in  that  township.  At  his  first  elec- 
tion he  received  in  the  township  of  Eich- 
mond four  hundred  and  four  votes,  while 
his  opponent  only  received  ninety-four.  He 
had  made  an  excellent  record  as  an  officer 
and  his  elections  have  certainly  been  proof 
of  his  personal  popularity  and  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  townsmen.  He 
is  careful  and  systematic  in  the  work  of 
the  office,  faithful  and  true  to  every  trust 
reposed  in  him  and  through  his  official  serv- 
ice has  won  the  high  commendation  of  the 
general  public.  The  office  is  managed  on 
strictly  business  principles  and  he  has  more 
than  fulfilled  the  claims  of  his  friends.  That 
he  has  become  popular  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  he  carried  the  city  of  Mount  Clemens 
by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and  two,  when 
it  usually  returns  a  strong  democratic  ma- 
jority. Promptness  and  courtesy  character- 
ize his  treatment  of  all  who  have  business 
to  transact  in  his  office,  and  his  genial  and 
unassuming  manner  and  kindly  spirit  well 
qualify  him  for  the  duties  of  his  position. 
He  has  also  held  offices  in  his  township,  hav- 
ing served  as  clerk  and  as  treasurer  for 
two  years  each. 

The  home  life  of  Mr.  Sutton  has  been  very 
pleasant.  He  was  happily  married  on  the 
19th  of  June,  1892,  to  Miss  Cornelia  Eng- 
land, a  daughter  of  John  and  Cornelia  (Ste- 
vens) England,  of  this  county.  Their  chil- 
dren are :  Mabel  S.,  born  May  12,  1893 ;  E. 
Merle,  January  1,  1897;  Ua  V.,  October  20, 


1898 ;  and  Mildred  A.,  October  4,  1904.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Sutton  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Maccabees,  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  while  in  the  Masonic  fraternity  he 
has  taken  the  degrees  of  the  lodge,  chapter 
and  council  in  Mount  Clemens.  He  served 
as  secretary  of  the  lodge  at  Eichmond,  also 
of  the  Odd  Fellows'  lodge  there.  Mr.  Sut- 
ton does  not  belong  to  that  class  of  political 
leaders  who  court  public  favor  at  the  ex- 
pense of  their  private  opinions,  but  through 
true  nobility  of  character  has  gained  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  his  fellowmen, 
and  enjoys  the  warm  personal  regard  of 
many  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in 
contact  socially,  politically  and  through 
business  relations. 


JOHN  HENRY  WILSON. 

John  Henry  Wilson  is  among  the  worthy 
citizens  that  England  has  furnished  to  Ma- 
comb county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Nottinghamshire,  October  12,  1834.  He  now 
resides  in  Armada  township,  successfully 
following  the  occupation  of  farming  on  sec- 
tion 6.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Cook)  Wilson.  His  father,  a  native  of  Lin- 
colnshire, came  to  America  in  1836  and  for 
some  time  thereafter  was  a  resident  of  De- 
troit, whence  he  removed  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens. In  1842  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Ber- 
lin, St.  Clair  county,  Michigan,  walking 
through  the  woods  from  Mount  Clemens  in 
company  with  his  son  John  H.,  who  was 
then  eight  years  of  age.  They  drove  with 
them  a  cowr  and  had  to  make  their  own  path 
as  there  were  no  roads  at  the  time.  The 
father  built  a  log  cabin  sixteen  by  sixteen 
feet,  with  bark  on  both  sides  of  the  logs, 
and  there  was  also  a  bark  roof  and  stone 
fireplace.  The  floor  was  made  of  split  bass- 
wood  logs.  In  those  days  the  Indians  were 
very  numerous  in  this  part  of  the  state  and 
the  entire  district  was  largely  in  its  primi- 
tive condition.  Bears  were  frequently  seen 
in  the  forests  and  there  were  many  deer  and 
wild  turkeys,  so  that  the  settlers  did  not 
lack  for  meat  on  their  tables.  The  father 
died  in  July,  1875,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years,  and  the  mother  in  November,  1890,  at 
the  same  age. 

John  Henry  Wilson  was  reared  amid  pio- 
neer conditions,  sharing  with  the  family  in 
all  the  hardships  and  trials  that  are  imposed 
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by  frontier  life.  He  assisted  in  the  arduous 
task  of  developing  a  home  farm  and  in  1858, 
when  he  was  about  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on 
section  6  and  began  the  development  of  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  resides,  although 
he  has  since  extended  its  boundaries  from 
time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six  acres  of  land.  His  edu- 
cational privileges  were  few,  but  to  a  lim- 
ited extent  he  pursued  his  studies  in  an  old 
log  schoolhouse.  He  possessed,  however, 
strong  determination  and  energy  and  won 
success  in  the  business  world.  Throughout 
his  entire  life  he  has  followed  farming  and 
is  to-day  classed  with  the  substantial  agri- 
culturists of  his  community,  having  an  ex- 
cellent tract  of  land,  well  equipped  with 
modern  improvements. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  1860,  Mr.  Wilson 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Shep- 
herd, who  was  born  in  Perthshire,  Scot- 
land, October  5,  1839,  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Annie  (Lamond)  Shepherd.  Her  father 
came  to  America  in  1856  and  settled  in  Ber- 
lin township,  St.  Clair  county,  Michigan. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  were  born  nine 
children:  Albert  N.,  born  July  21,  1861, 
is  a  farmer,  of  Armada  township.  He  mar- 
ried Addie  Powers  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren, but  one  has  passed  away,  Ellora,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Will  H.  Berk,  a  produce 
merchant,  of  Detroit,  and  died  December  1, 
1904,  leaving  a  daughter,  Lois  E.  Cyrus  T. 
was  born  May  6,  1863,  and  died  March  17, 
1864.  Peter* II.,  born  December  31,  1864, 
and  now  follows  farming  on  section  5,  Ar- 
mada township,  married  Addie  Draper  and 
has  three  children.  Mary  J.,  born  January 
7,  1867,  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  a 
few  years,  then  pursued  a  business  educa- 
tion at  Ypsilanti  and  is  now  a  bookkeeper  in 
Detroit.  John  T.,  born  October  26,  1868, 
is  a  farmer  of  Berlin  township,  St.  Clair 
county.  He  married  Rose  Draper  and  had 
three  children,  of  whom  two  are  living.  Rob- 
ert A.,  born  June  1,  1872,  lives  at  home,  but 
owns  a  farm  on  sections  8  and  9,  Armada 
township.  Sarah,  born  July  3,  1875,  taught 
school  for  four  years  in  Macomb  county  and 
one  year  in  Lapeer  county.  She  was  a  stu- 
dent in  the  Normal  Conservatory  at  Ypsi- 
lanti and  taught  music  for  one  year,  but  is 
now  at  home  keeping  house  for  her  father. 
David  S.,  born  June  23,  1877,  and  James  W., 
born  October  4,  1879,  have  formed  a  part- 
nership and  are  engaged  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness at  Smith,  St.  Clair  county. 


Mr.  Wilson  votes  with  the  republican 
party,  having  supported  its  presidential  can- 
didates since  casting  his  first  vote  for  John 
C.  Fremont.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Grange  and  holds  to  the  religious  faith  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  His  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  was 
to  him  a  faithful  companion  and  helpmate, 
sharing  with  him  the  hardships  and  trials 
as  well  as  the  pleasures  of  life.  Her  noble, 
self-sacrificing  spirit  was  felt  not  alone  in 
the  home  but  throughout  the  whole  com- 
munity, where  she  was  familiarly  and  lov- 
ingly known  as  Grandma  Wilson.  She  died 
on  the  19th  of  February,  1904. 

Mr.  Wilson  has  spent  almost  his  entire 
life  in  Michigan  and  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  has  been  a  resident  of  Macomb 
county.  Almost  three  score  years  and  ten 
have  passed  since  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  this  state  and  he  has  therefore  wit- 
nessed the  greater  part  of  its  development 
and  improvement.  The  knowledge  that  oth- 
ers have  gained  concerning  the  growth  and 
upbuilding  of  the  state  through  reading  and 
the  study  of  history  has  come  to  him  as  a 
matter  of  experience  and  observation  and  he 
is  therefore  acquainted  with  the  chief  events 
of  what  have  formed  the  annals  of  Macomb 
county. 


MRS.  HARRIET  E.  CUYLER. 

Mrs.  Harriet  E.  Cuyler,  who  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  Mount  Clemens  and 
throughout  the  surrounding  country,  was 
born  in  Norwich,  Canada,  April  15,  1853, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Eli  Woodrow,  a  native 
of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Qua- 
ker descent.  He  was  born  in  1811,  and  in 
early  life  went  to  Canada,  where  he  mar- 
ried Catherine  Rooney,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Ireland  in  1807,  she  being  twenty-five 
years  of  age  when  she  came  to  the  new 
world.  This  worthy  couple  became  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  all  born  in  Canada, 
namely :  Mary  J.  is  now  the  wife  of  John 
Collins,  a  farmer  of  Lapeer  county,  Michi- 
gan, and  their  children  are  Nettie,  Mary, 
Ella,  Fred,  Ida,  Daniel  and  Emma.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Collins  hold  membership  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  and  he  is  a  democrat 
in  politics.  Amos  Bidwell  Woodrow,  who 
was  a  lumberman  of  Menominee,  Michigan, 
was  killed  at  Badaxe.  He  was  a  supporter 
of  the  republican  party  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  the 
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Masonic  fraternity.  For  his  first  wife  he 
married  Nancy  Harris,  by  whom  he  had  one 
daughter,  Enada  Cecilia,  and  his  second  wife 
was  Louise  Robertson.  Nancy  A.  Woodrow 
married  William  Hosner,  who  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  they  have  a  son,  W.  W.  Hosner, 
of  Mount  Clemens,  who  first  married  Jennie 
Hall,  now  deceased,  second  married  Edna 
Fay,  of  Stratford,  Ontario.  William 
Hosner  is  also  a  Mason  and  a  sup- 
porter of  the  republican  party,  while  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  Joseph  E.  Woodrow,  a  millwright 
and  carpenter,  of  Lapeer  county,  has  been 
twice  married  and  by  the  first  union  had 
one  daughter,  Ada,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Ed- 
ward G.  Vandawalker,  who  is  a  graduate  of 
Ann  Arbor  University  and  is  now  engaged 
in  practice  at  Suttons  Bay,  Michigan.  For 
his  second  wife  Joseph  E.  Woodrow  married 
Hattie  Thomas,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  sons :  Henry  E.,  who 
married  Retta  Bradshaw  and  is  a  dentist 
of  Lansing ;  and  Herbert,  who  married  Ag- 
nes Papenau  and  is  a  fireman  on  the  Pere 
Marquette  Railroad,  living  at  Port  Huron. 
Louise  M.  Woodrow  has  been  quite  a  mu- 
sician since  a  small  child  and  has  engaged 
in  teaching  that  art.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  a  resi- 
dent of  North  Branch,  Michigan,  where  she 
owns  a  farm.  Emma  A.  Woodrow  married 
Elijah  Barrett,  engineer  in  a  sawmill  in  La- 
peer county,  and  she  died  leaving  one  son, 
Edgar,  who  is  engaged  in  lumbering  with 
his  uncle.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  and  her  husband  is  a 
democrat  in  politics.  A.  B.  Woodrow  is  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Cuyler  is  the  youngest  member 
of  the  family  now  living.  Two  children, 
Matilda  and  James,  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Cuyler  was  principally  reared  and 
educated  at  Attica,  Lapeer  county,  Michi- 
gan, and  when  a  young  lady  learned  dress- 
making. On  the  19th  of  April,  1872,  she 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  William  B. 
Cuyler,  who  was  born  in  Newmarket,  Can- 
ada, March  23,  1846,  and  came  to  Michigan 
in  1863,  locating  at  Attica,  where  he  was 
employed  as  head  sawyer  and  engineer  in 
his  father's  mill  for  two  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  turned  his  attention  to  pho- 
tography, and  being  a  natural  artist  he  met 
with  great  success  in  that  undertaking.  He 
conducted  a  studio  at  Lapeer  for  a  time  and 
then  removed  to  Romeo,  Macomb  county, 
where  he  successfully   engaged  in  business 


until  ill  health  forced  him  to  leave.  During 
the  following  five  years  he  was  a  resident 
of  Colorado,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mak- 
ing views  of  outdoor  life,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  he  located  at  Delphi,  Indiana, 
where  he  carried  on  a  photographic  gallery 
for  about  two  years.  He  next  opened  a 
fine  studio  at  Greenfield,  Indiana,  where  in 
connection  with  photography  he  also  does 
portrait  work  and  oil  painting,  and  is  meet- 
ing with  marked  success  at  that  place.  By 
his  ballot  he  supports  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  democratic  party,  and  he  affiliates 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cuyler  were  born  three 
children :  Nina  Kittie,  the  eldest,  was  born 
November  19,  1874,  and  was  graduated  at 
St.  Mary's  Academy  at  Windsor,  Ontario. 
On  her  return  home  she  was  ill  from  over- 
study  and  died  on  the  13th  of  November, 
1893,  being  laid  to  rest  in  Clinton  Grove 
cemetery.  Laurette  M.,  born  March  27,  1878, 
is  also  a  graduate  of  St.  Mary's  Academy, 
Windsor,  Ontario.  She  was  married  April 
19,  1904,  in  Detroit,  to  Richard  B.  Remer,  a 
composer  and  music  publisher  now  living  in 
Mount  Clemens.  He  was  born  in  Monaca, 
Pennsylvania,  May  8,  1881,  and  is  the  only 
child  of  August  C.  and  Emma  (Blatt) 
Remer,  the  former  a  native  of  France  and 
the  latter  of  Monaca,  Pennsylvania.  The 
father  was  only  eleven  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  America.  Richard  B.  Remer 
casts  his  ballot  with  the  republican  party. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Benev- 
olent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  religiously  he  is  a  member 
of  the  English  Lutheran  church,  while  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Mount  Clemens.  Zoe  Letta,  the 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cuyler, 
was  born  August  8,  1881,  and  died  October 
12,  1892,  her  remains  being  interred  in  Clin- 
ton Grove  cemetery. 

While  her  husband  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness elsewhere  Mrs.  Cuyler  conducted  a  pho- 
tographic gallery  in  Mount  Clemens  for 
seven  years,  and  in  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness she  displayed  marked  ability  and  artis- 
tic taste.  She  finally  sold  out  in  1894  to  A. 
C.  Novess,  who  in  turn  sold  to  A.  F.  Mann, 
the  present  proprietor.  Since  then  Mrs. 
Cuyler  has  lived  retired  and  now  makes  her 
home   with    her   daughter,    Mrs.    Remer,    at 
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122  Cass  avenue.  She  is  a  woman  of  many 
admirable  traits  of  character  and  has  a  host 
of  friends  in  Mount  Clemens. 


CALVIN  D.  CHURCH. 

Calvin  D.  Church,  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  St.  John  &  Church,  of  Utica,  was  born 
September  5,  1858,  in  Shelby  township,  Ma- 
comb county.  His  father,  Haswell  Church, 
was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan about  1840,  making  the  journey  by  way 
of  the  Erie  canal  and  across  the  country  to 
his  destination.  He  was  a  carpenter,  joiner 
and  millwright  and  he  worked  in  Mount 
Clemens,  Utica  and  other  places  in  the  coun- 
ty. Finally  he  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Shel- 
by township  and  successfully  carried  on  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  In  1864  he  was  elected 
sheriff  by  the  soldier  vote,  but  this  vote  was 
thrown  out.  In  1866,  however,  he  was  again 
a  candidate  and  was  elected  at  that  time  and 
again  in  1868,  thus  serving  for  two  terms. 
He  held  the  office  of  township  treasurer  for 
a  number  of  years  and  while  thus  engaged 
lost  some  money  by  receiving  wildcat  cur- 
rency. He  figured  prominently  in  industrial, 
mercantile  and  political  circles  at  an  early 
day  and  was  a  valued  resident  of  his  com- 
munity. He  married  Mary  Ann  Davis,  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  Macomb  county,  the  first  of  the  name  here 
coming  from  New  York  when  few  were  the 
settlements  which  had  been  made  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  The  grandfather,  Calvin  Davis, 
arrived  about  1812  and  was  a  man  of  marked 
influence  in  his  community,  his  career  re- 
flecting credit  and  honor  upon  the  state 
which  honored  him.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  first  state  legislature  and  was  the  first 
postmaster  in  the  town  of  Macomb.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Church  were  born  the  follow- 
ing named:  Frank  S.,  a  member  of  the  po- 
lice force  and  a  custom  house  officer  at  Bay 
City,  Michigan,  is  married  and  has  three 
sons  and  two  daughters;  Fannie  and  Nettie 
died  in  infancy;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  A.  E. 
Van  Eps,  an  abstractor,  of  Mount  Clemens, 
and  they  have  one  daughter;  Johnnie  E. 
died  in  infancy;  Calvin  D.  is  the  next  of  the 
family;  Sylvia  was  the  wife  of  James  H. 
St.  John  and  died  in  1884;  Jennie  L.  is  the 
wife  of  E.  H.  Conner,  a  traveling  man  of 
Mount  Clemens,  and  has  two  sons ;  Florence 
is  the  widow  of  John  Weltz  and  with  one 
daughter  resides  in  Mount  Clemens;  Fisk 
H.  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 


Calvin  D,  Church  continued  his  studies  in 
the  schools  of  Mount  Clemens  and  Davis  and 
after  pursuing  a  high  school  course  he  began 
farming  at  Davis,  following  that  pursuit  for 
ten  or  twelve  years.  He  was  afterward  in 
the  hardwood  and  lumber  business  at  differ- 
ent points,  buying  and  shipping  all  o\rer  the 
state  and  when  two  years  had  passed  in  that 
manner  he  came  to  Utica,  where  in  1894  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  James  H.  St. 
John  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  coal, 
lumber  and  grain  trade.  The  firm  has  a  large 
business  in  handling  these  commodities  and 
they  enjoy  an  excellent  reputation  as  alert, 
enterprising  and  progressive  business  men. 
Mr.  Church  is  also  owner  of  a  farm  lying  in 
the  corporate  limits  of  the  village. 

In  April,  1892,  Calvin  D.  Church  wedded 
Parmelia  St,  John,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Myrtie  (Wright)  St.  John,  of  Shelby  town- 
ship, this  county.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Utica  high  school,  was  educated  in  the  De- 
troit Conservatory  of  Music,  was  a  pupil  of 
Professor  Hahn  and  taught  music  in  the 
vicinity  of  Utica  for  several  years.  She 
has  superior  talent  in  that  direction  and  is 
a  valued  factor  in  social  circles  here.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Church  have  two  children:  Fisk 
St.  John,  born  February  26,  1895 ;  and  Clar- 
ence  Harry,  born  December  29,  1896,  both 
in  school.  Mr.  Church  has  always  been  a 
republican  and  he  belongs  to  the  Foresters 
of  Utica,  and  the  Hoo  Hoo.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Without  extraordinary  family  or  pecuniary 
advantages  at  the  commencement  of  life  he 
has  battled  earnestly  and  energetically  and 
by  indomitable  courage  and  energy  has 
achieved  both  character  and  a  competency. 


AUGUST  R.  HAHN. 


In  every  community  are  found  men  of 
enterprise  and  energy  whose  business  activ- 
ity proves  an  important  element  of  public 
prosperity  and  progress.  To  this  class  in 
Utica  belongs  Mr.  Hahn,  who  was  born  in 
Pasewalk,  in  Pomerania,  Germany,  Decem- 
ber 26,  1856,  his  parents  being  Frederick 
and  Mary  (Engel)  Hahn.  The  father  was 
captain  of  a  boat  sailing  on  the  lakes  and 
rivers  of  Germany  and  followed  that  occu- 
pation during  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
In  1869  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America, 
settling  four  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Mount 
Clemens,  where  he  purchased  land  in  Ma- 
comb township  and  began  the  development 
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of  a  farm  upon  which  he  still  resides.  He 
has  now  been  a.  leading'  agriculturist  of  his 
community  for  thirty-six  years  and  is  well 
known  in  his  part  of  the  county.  His  wife 
died  in  1900.  In  their  family  were  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  of  this  num- 
ber six  are  yet  living,  as  follows :  August ; 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  John  Havel,  a  resi- 
dent of  Macomb  township;  Augusta,  the 
wife  of  Chris  Kami  en,  a  farmer  of  the  same 
township;  Ernst,  who  is  married  and  lives 
in  Utica,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business 
with  his  brother  August;  William,  who  is 
employed  in  a  hardware  store  in  Utica ; 
John,  who  is  married  and  lives  on  the  old 
family  homestead. 

August  R.  Halm,  the  oldest  member  of 
the  family,  pursued  his  education  in  Ger- 
many, where  for  six  years  he  attended  school 
and  was  a  pupil  of  the  same  teacher  who 
directed  his  mother's  education  in  her  early 
girlhood.  He  was  twelve  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
America  and  here  he  worked  upon  a  farm 
for  four  years,  after  which  he  began  learn- 
ing the  miller's  trade.  He  began  as  a  rousta- 
bout, but  after  about  a  year  was  promoted 
and  was  gradually  advanced,  in  recognition 
of  his  ability  and  capable  service,  until  he 
was  made  head  miller.  Subsequently  he 
leased  the  mill,  which  he  operated  for  two 
years,  and  then  with  the  capital  which  he 
had  acquired  through  his  own  labors,  he 
embarked  in  the  hardware  trade  in  1888, 
purchasing  the  hardware  stock  of  John 
Ilasely  for  twenty-six  hundred  dollars.  This 
stock  he  continually  increased  to  meet  the 
growing  demands  of  the  trade  until  he  now 
carries  a  stock  valued  at  eight  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars,  and  he  has  also  erected  a 
large  and  substantial  building  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  his  business.  He  carries 
not  only  shelf  and  heavy  hardware  but  also 
a  good  line  of  farm  implements,  and  draws 
a  gratifying  trade  from  the  village  and  sur- 
rounding country.  He  has  the  largest  hard- 
ware store  in  Utica  and  in  addition  to  this 
he  owns  stock  in  the  Utica  Creamery  and 
good  property  in  the  town. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1881,  Mr.  Halm 
was  married  to  Miss  Fredericka  Boettcher, 
a  daughter  of  Christoph  and  Dorothea 
(Bresiem)  Boettcher.  Her  parents  were  res- 
idents of  Pomerania,  Germany,  where  Mrs. 
Hahn  was  born.  There  are  seven  children 
of  this  marriage :  Albert,  twenty  years  of 
age,  who  was  educated  in  the  high  school 
of  Utica  and  is  now  a  clerk  in  his  father's 


store ;  Dorothea,  sixteen  years  of  age ;  Ag- 
nes, fifteen;  Benno,  twelve;  Hugo,  who  was 
born  in  1890 ;  Gertrude,  who  is  ten  years 
of  age ;  and  William  McKinley,  born  in  1896. 
With  the  exception  of  the  eldest  all  of  the 
children  are  still  in  school.  Mr.  Hahn  has 
been  a  stanch  republican  from  the  time  when 
age  gave  to  him  the  right  of  franchise.  He 
served  as  township  clerk,  was  a  member 
of  the  school  board  for  ten  years,  was  dep- 
uty sheriff  four  years,  under  sheriff  for  four 
years  and  is  now  county  deputy  sheriff  and 
president  of  the  village  of  Utica,  He  be- 
longs to  Utica  lodge,  No.  75,  A,  F.  &  A.  M., 
in  which  he  is  serving  as  secretary,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  In  the  field  of  political 
life  and  commercial  activity  he  has  won 
prominence  and  is  to-day  numbered  among 
the  leading,  influential  and  successful  citi- 
zens of  Utica, 


FRANK  SCOTT  CHURCH. 

This  is  a  utilitarian  age  and  is  pre-emi- 
nently the  epoch  of  invention.  Mechanical 
ingenuity  has  reached  a  high  state  of  per- 
fection and  has  given  to  the  wrorld  many 
valuable  devices  for  the  saving  of  labor  and 
resulting  in  more  perfect  workmanship.  Mr. 
Church  of  this  review  has  a  national  reputa- 
tion because  of  his  efforts  in  this  direction 
and  he  has  placed  upon  the  market  vari- 
ous devices  which  are  the  outcome  of  his 
inventive  genius.  He  is  yet  a  young  man, 
whose  efforts  are  continually  reaching  out 
to  other  lines,  and  undoubtedly  his  useful- 
ness in  the  world  of  invention  has  not  yet 
reached  its  height. 

A  native  of  Michigan,  he  was  born  in 
Chesaning,  October  18,  1866,  and  is  a  son 
of  Willard  II .  Church,  of  Disco,  Michigan, 
who  was  married  to  Esther  M.  Sutherland, 
a  native  of  this  county.  The  grandfather, 
Umphrey  Church,  was  born  in  Vermont, 
and  when  twenty-five  years  of  age  be- 
came a  resident  of  Livingston  county, 
Michigan.  He  afterward  removed  to  Ma- 
comb county,  where  he  spent  his  remaining 
days,  passing  away  at  the  very  venerable  age 
of  ninety  years.  Throughout  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  he  followed  farming.  Willard  H. 
Church  lived  in  Chesaning  and  in  Livingston 
county  and  in  various  other  localities  to 
which  his  business  called  him.  He  was  a 
carpenter  and  builder  and  had  an  extensive 
patronage,  erecting  buildings,  in  many  parts 
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of  the  state.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
he  espoused  the  Union  cause,  enlisting  in 
the  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry,  with  which 
he  served  until  discharged  on  account  of 
fever.  After  his  recovery  he  enlisted  in  the 
Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry  and  con- 
tinued at  the  front  until  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities. He  took  part  in  many  important 
engagements,  including  the  battles  of  Bull 
Run,  Shiloh,  the  Wilderness  and  others.  He 
also  suffered  wounds  and  other  injuries  dur- 
ing his  military  experience,  and  he  died  May 
9,  1904.  His  wife,  Esther  M.  Sutherland, 
was  a  daughter  of  Silas  and  Mary  Jane 
(Wineger)  Sutherland,  the  former  of  Cay- 
uga county,  New  York.  He  was  of  Scotch 
lineage,  his  ancestors  living  in  Sutherland- 
shire,  Scotland,  and  tradition  says  they  were 
descendants  of  the  house  of  Sutherland,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  the  duke  of  Suther- 
land. The  Wineger  family  was  of  German 
lineage  and  its  representatives  possessed  su- 
perior musical  talent.  Esther  Sutherland, 
who  became  Mrs.  Church,  was  a  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  of  Macomb  county  at  an 
early  day  and  her  sisters  also  followed  the 
same  profession.  In  the  family  were  six 
children,  Mrs.  Church  being  the  third  in 
order  of  birth.  By  her  marriage  she  became 
the  mother  of  one  son  and  one  daughter. 

Frank  Scott  Church,  the  elder,  who  was 
named  in  honor  of  his  maternal  uncle,  Dr. 
Frank  Scott  Sutherland,  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  the  schools  of  central  Michigan  and 
afterward  went  to  Detroit.  His  inventive 
genius  developed  at  a  very  early  age.  Even 
when  a  schoolboy  the  toys  which  he  made 
for  himself  attracted  much  attention  and 
later  he  began  experimenting  along  mechan- 
ical lines,  After  daily  study  of  the  locomo- 
tive he  made  a  wheel  with  the  crank  motion 
similar  to  that  of  a  locomotive  and  used 
it  as  other  boys  use  a  hoop.  He  also 
made  a  bean  thresher  out  of  a  paint  keg, 
attaching  it  to  a  grindstone,  its  only  weak 
point  being  that  the  beans  could  not  be 
found  after  being  put  through  the  machine. 
Later,  however,  his  efforts  as  an  inventor 
took  a  more  practical  turn.  His  first  in- 
vention was  a  wagon  gear,  the  front  and 
rear  axle  moving  in  opposite  directions,  en- 
abling it  to  be  turned  in  a  small  space.  Quite 
a  number  were  made,  but  the  noise  occa- 
sioned by  the  reaches  connecting  the  wheels 
and  the  additional  expense  prevented  its 
adoption.  The  next  important  invention  of 
Mr.  Church  was  a  cash  and  package  car- 
rier, on  which  he  has  taken  out  a  large  num- 


ber of  patents.  He  has  sold  his  rights  in 
this  invention.  He  had  the  carriers  manu- 
factured in  Detroit  and  afterward  went  to 
Boston,  setting  up  his  plant  in  the  Tremont 
Hotel,  where,  unsolicited,  he  obtained  or- 
ders to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  He  afterward  sold 
his  interest  to  a  company  which  continues 
the  business.  He  next  invented  a  motor  for 
running  exhibition  phonographs,  being 
equipped  with  a  platform  on  wdiich  stood  the 
party  listening  to  the  phonograph,  his  weight 
on  the  platform  producing  the  power  to 
operate  the  machine.  This  he  also  sold.  He 
next  invented  a  frictionless  roller  bearing, 
constituting  three  sets  of  rollers,  one  set 
rolling  on  top  of  the  others  from  the  cen- 
ter, increasing  in  circumference.  These  were 
put  on  a  parlor  car  at  an  expense  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  and  proved  a  great  suc- 
cess. Dr.  Fitz  Hugh  Edwards,  of  Detroit, 
who  was  Mr.  Church's  partner  in  the  inven- 
tions, died  about  that  time,  holding  some 
twenty  patents.  Recently  Mr.  Church  has 
invented  a  smoke  consumer  which  burns  the 
smoke,  successfully  doing  the  work.  It  was 
sold  to  R.  A.  Demnia.  He  has  also  invented 
a  number  of  coin  operating  machines,  usual- 
ly called  slot  machines,  and  is  interested  in 
quite  a  number  of  those  devices  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  dials  for  practically  all  the 
slot  machines  in  use  are  framed  from  his 
original  diagrams  or  plans. 

Mr.  Church  was  married  September  28, 
1899,  to  Frances  Gertrude  Groat,  of  Mem- 
phis, Michigan,  a  daughter  of  Ira  C.  Groat, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Kenneth  Frank.  Mr. 
Church  is  interested  in  community  affairs 
and  served  as  president  of  his  village  in 
1904-5.  He  is  a  man  of  marked  energy,  very 
active  and  energetic,  and  undoubtedly  the 
future  has  in  store  for  him  still  greater  suc- 
cesses, while  his  value  in  the  inventive  world 
will  no  doubt  increase  as  the  years  go  by. 


EDWIN  C.  CHUBB. 


Edwin  C.  Chubb,  who  is  familiarly  called 
Ed  by  his  numerous  friends  in  Macomb 
county,  is  living  on  section  16  in  the  town 
of  Ray,  not  far  from  the  village  of  Romeo 
and  is  there  cultivating  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres.  Like  many  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  state  he 
is  a  native  son  of  Macomb  county,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  the  town  of  Ray,  January 
2,  1840.     He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  Chubb,  who 
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was  born  in  New  York,  and  on  coming  to  the 
west  entered  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land  from  the  government.  Not  a  furrow 
had  been  turned  or  an  improvement  made 
upon  the  place,  but  with  characteristic  en- 
ergy he  began  to  clear  his  fields  and  prepare 
them  to  produce  rich  harvests.  He  was  mar- 
ried three  times,  his  first  union  being  with 
Louisa  Farr,  of  New  York,  who  died  soon 
after  their  marriage.  He  then  married 
Asenath  Stephens,  of  New  York,  who  died 
in  Michigan,  and  later  he  married  her  sister, 
Maria  Stephens,  who  survived  him  for  some 
time.  His  death  occurred  in  1839,  before 
the  birth  of  his  son  Edwin  C.  His  wife, 
surviving  him,  reared  her  family  in  this 
county.  There  were  three  sons  of  that  mar- 
riage, the  eldest  being  David,  a  farmer  of 
Ray  township,  and  the  second  Elijah,  who  is 
living  in  Wayne  county. 

Edwin  C.  Chubb  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  attending  the 
common    schools.      He    enlisted    in   August, 

1861,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  de- 
fense of  the  Union  cause,  joining  Company 
A  of  the  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry,  with 
which  he  went  south  with  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  was  made  a  sergeant  and 
meritorious  conduct  on  the  field  of  battle 
won  him  promotion  to  the  rank  of  first  lieu- 
tenant. He  veteranized  in  1863  and  was 
granted  a  leave  of  absence  of  thirty  days 
because  of  ill  health.  He  then  rejoined  his 
regiment  at  Chattanooga  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  where  six  com- 
panies of  his  regiment  were  taken  prisoners 
but  were  paroled  on  the  field.  They  were 
then  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  they  re- 
mained until  exchanged,  rejoining  the  regi- 
ment at  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee.  Mr. 
Chubb  also  participated  in  the  engagements 
at  Chickamauga  and  Resaca  and  was  at 
General  Thomas'  headquarters  for  nearly  a 
year  and  a  half,  doing  general  prevost  duty. 
Mr.  Chubb  lost  the  sight  of  one  of  his  eyes 
while  in  the  army,  this  being  caused  by  in- 
flammation and  other  illness.  He  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Chattanooga,  Novem- 
ber 24,  1864,  and  at  once  returned  to  his 
home,  having  done  his  duty  as  a  faithful  de- 
fender of  the  Union  cause.  The  following 
year  he  began  farming  upon  the  place  where 
he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Chubb  was  married  upon  this  place  in 

1862,  when  home  upon  a  furlough,  the  lady 
of  his  choice  being  Miss  Arabella  Robinson, 
a  native  of  Ray  township,  Macomb  county, 
her  birth  occurring  February  2,  1845.     She 


is  a  daughter  of  Josiah  T.  Robinson,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Michigan,  coming  to 
this  state  from  Monroe  county,  New  York. 
She  inherited  this  farm  on  which  they  now 
live  from  her  father,  Josiah  T.  Robinson. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chubb  have  four  children  liv- 
ing, as  follows:  Lola,  the  wife  of  Charles 
Selleck  of  Romeo,  by  whom  she  has  a  daugh- 
ter, Flossie  Selleck;  Louise,  the  wife  of 
Frank  F.  Ritter,  of  Cheboyban,  Michigan,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children,  Guy  and  Helen ; 
Bernard  L.,  who  is  living  in  Romeo  and  has 
a  son,  Donald ;  and  Rena,  the  wife  of  Jerome 
Priest,  a  farmer  of  Ray  township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chubb  also  lost  one  child,  Lester,  who 
died  in  early  life. 

Politically  Mr.  Chubb  is  a  republican 
where  national  issues  are  involved,  but  at 
local  elections  he  votes  independently.  He 
has  no  aspiration  for  office,  yet  is  always  in- 
terested in  everything  that  pertains  to  the 
improvement  and  upbuilding  of  his  com- 
munity. He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  at  Romeo  and  is  as  true  to  his 
country  and  her  best  interests  in  days  of 
peace  as  he  was  when  he  followed  the  stars 
and  stripes  upon  southern  battlefields. 


ROBERT  A.  RANDALL. 

Robert  A.  Randall,  residing  on  section  6, 
Lenox  township,  was  born  in  Richmond 
township,  Macomb  county,  May  5,  1847,  and 
thus  the  period  of  his  residence  here  cov- 
ers almost  six  decades.  His  parents  were 
Felix  and  Maria  (In graham)  Randall,  the 
former  a  native  of  the  state  of  New  York 
and  the  latter  of  Canada.  They  came  to 
Macomb  county  in  1837,  Mr.  Randall  hav- 
ing purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  from  the  government  in  Richmond 
township  about  two  years  previous.  For 
more  than  a  half  century  he  continued  a 
resident  of  the  county,  being  long  identified 
with  its  agricultural  interests.  Here  he 
passed  away  February  23,  1889.  In  his  fam- 
ily were  eight  children,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing are  yet  living:  Mrs.  Mansfield  M.  Har- 
ris of  Richmond;  Mrs.  John  T.  Hodges,  of 
Richmond  township;  Edward,  who  is  living 
in  the  same  township;  Mrs.  M.  P.  Bates; 
and  Arthur,  who  is  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Richmond  township.  The  other 
member  of  the  family  is  Robert  A.  of  this 
review.  The  Randalls  are  of  a  very  old 
family  of  the  east  and  representatives  of  the 
name  have  been  prominent  in  public  affairs. 
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Robert  A.  Randall  began  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  in  his  youth  he  was 
also  instructed  in  the  work  of  the  farm, 
gaining  practical  experience  which  well 
fitted  him  for  carrying  on  a  farm  of  his 
own,  when  in  1870  he  purchased  the  Francis 
farm  in  Lenox  township.  He  has  since  re- 
sided thereon  and  the  improvements  have  all 
been  made  by  him.  The  place  presents  a 
splendid  appearance,  for  the  fields  are  well 
tilled,  giving  promise  of  golden  harvests, 
and  the  buildings,  fences  and  everything 
about  the  place  are  kept  in  good  repair.  In 
1887  Mr.  Randall  erected  his  present  resi- 
dence and  in  1904  built  his  large  barn,  which 
has  every  modern  equipment  for  the  care  of 
stock.  He  has  always  given  his  attention  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  both 
branches  of  his  business  have  proved  profit- 
able, 

Robert  A.  Randall  has  been  married  twice. 
He  first  wedded  Miss  Mary  L.  Harris,  a 
daughter  of  Solon  and  Maria  Harris,  of 
Troy  township,  Oakland  county,  Michigan. 
They  became  the  parents  of  one  son,  Frank 
A.,  who  is  now  at  home.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  September  18,  1889,  and  in  1891 
Mr.  Randall  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  B. 
Harris,  a  daughter  of  John  S.  and  Harriet 
Harris,  of  Lenox  township.  She  died  De- 
cember 26,  1902,  leaving  one  child,  Horton 
F.  The  elder  son,  Frank  A.,  began  his  early 
education  in  the  district  school  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Richmond  high  school 
with  the  class  of  1895.  He  has  always  re^ 
mained  at  home,  assisting  his  father  in  the 
operation  of  the  farm.  He  was  married  De- 
cember 13,  1899,  to  Miss  Persus  Drake,  a 
daughter  of  Owen  Drake  of  Armada  and 
they  have  one  child,  Mary  Marguerite,  Frank 
Randall  is  a  member  of  Armada  lodge,  No. 
492,  I.  0,  0.  F.  He  served  three  years  on 
the  township  board  of  school  inspectors,  is 
director  of  his  school  district,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  at  Armada.  His  wife 
is  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Drake,  a  brother 
of  Sir  Francis  Drake. 

In  community  affairs  Robert  A.  Randall 
has  taken  an  active  and  helpful  part,  He 
believes  firmly  in  republican  principles.  The 
cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  warm 
friend  and  he  has  done  effective  service  in 
ts  behalf  while  filling  the  positions  of  di- 
rector and  treasurer  of  the  school  board  in 
district  No.  10  fractional.  Fraternally  he 
is  affiliated  with  Court  of  Liberty,  No.  313, 
I.  O.  F.  of  Richmond.  He  may  well  be  classed 


among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  county, 
having  for  thirty-five  years  resided  within 
its  borders.  This  covers  the  period  of  its 
greatest  development  and  he  has  not  only 
witnessed  the  changes  that  have  been 
wrought  but  has  also  borne  his  part  in  bring- 
ing the  county  up  to  its  present  state  of 
advanced  improvement, 


FRANCIS  PREVOST. 

Francis  Prevost,  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in  France  on 
the  1st  of  May,  1831.  His  parents,  George 
and  Mary  (Berry)  Prevost,  were  both  na- 
tives of  France,  where  they  spent  their  en- 
tire lives,  In  their  family  were  four  chil- 
dren, namely :  Louis,  who  was  a  farmer 
of  Saginaw  county,  Michigan,  was  born  in 
France  and  married  Miss  Beamonsh,  by 
whom  he  had  eleven  children.  His  death 
occurred  in  this  country.  Julia  became  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Juefe,  who  is  now  a  retired  far- 
mer in  Wayne  county,  Michigan.  Their 
children  are  Titine,  Emma,  George,  Caroline, 
Hosea,  James  and  Frank.  George,  after 
coming  to  this  country,  returned  to  France 
for  his  bride  and  died  in  that  country. 
Francis  is  the  next  of  the  family. 

Francis  Prevost  spent  the  first  ten  years 
of  his  life  in  his  native  country  and  in  1841 
came  to  America  with  his  stepfather,  Mar- 
tin Pulcher.  The  family  home  was  estab- 
lished in  the  Empire  state  on  the  Indian 
river,  fourteen  miles  from  Watertown,  and 
in  1846  they  came  to  Michigan.  Mr.  Pulcher 
purchased  a  farm  of  sixty  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Wayne  county.  This  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved, erecting  thereon  a  small  frame  house 
which  in  course  of  time  was  replaced  by  a 
more  commodious  and  substantial  brick  res- 
idence, this  home  being  situated  about  seven 
miles  from  the  city  hall  in  Detroit.  He 
planted  an  orchard  and  carried  forward  the 
work  of  improvement  along  all  lines  of  mod- 
ern agricultural  progress  and  in  the  labors 
of  the  farm  was  ably  assisted  by  Francis 
Prevost  and  other  members  of  the  family. 

Francis  Prevost  remained  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Wayne  county  until  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  upon  an 
independent  business  career,  purchasing  a 
general  store  in  Detroit,  which  he  conducted 
for  three  years.  He  then  traded  his  dry- 
goods  store  for  a  wholesale  store  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Brush  and  Gratiot  streets  and  con- 
ducted the  trade  along  wholesale  and  retail 
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lines  until  the  store  and  its  contents  were 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1878.  He  had  very  lit- 
tle insurance  and  therefore  sustained  heavy 
losses.  Following  this  he  conducted  a  hotel 
four  miles  distant  from  Detroit,  known  as 
the  Four  Mile  House,  carrying  on  business 
along  that  line  for  ten  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  removed  to  Saginaw,  Michi- 
gan. There  he  established  and  carried  on  a 
soft  drink  manufacturing  plant  for  three 
years  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  returned  to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he 
established  the  first  steam  brickyard  at  this 
place.  He  continued  in  that  business  for 
three  years,  after  which  he  disposed  of  his 
interest  and  is  now  living  a  retired  life. 
Whatever  he  has  undertaken  has  claimed  his 
undivided  attention  and  energy  and  his  care- 
ful management  and  well-directed  labors 
resulted  in  bringing  him  most  gratifying 
success. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1853,  Mr.  Prevost  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Moross, 
who  was  born  in  Mount  Clemens,  October 
19,  1838.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Antoine 
Moross,  now  deceased,  who  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Mount  Clemens.  Her  grand- 
father, Ignace  Moross,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Detroit  and  assisted  in  building 
Fort  Wayne.  He  served  as  captain  in  the 
army  there  and  was  drafted  for  service  in 
the  war  of  1812.  Antoine  Moross  was  only 
thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted  in 
defense  of  his  country  and  proved  a  valiant 
soldier  during  the  second  war  with  England. 
Following  the  close  of  hostilities  he  married 
Miss  Cecilia  Trombly,  and  they  had  eight 
children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  He 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  in  Clin- 
ton township  for  many  years  and  his  well- 
irected  labors  at  length  brought  him  a  com- 
fortable competence  that  enabled  him  to  live 
retired  and  he  enjoyed  a  well-earned  rest 
in  Mount  Clemens  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1871,  when  he  was 
seventy-two  years  of  age.  His  daughter, 
Mrs.  Prevost,  is  a  graduate  of  a  medical  col- 
lege and  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Mount  Clemens.  She  has  always 
resided  in  this  city,  making  her  home  here 
both  prior  to  and  since  her  marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prevost  have  five  children : 
Joseph,  who  was  born  in  1855,  married  Miss 
Tina  Denwherth  and  they  have  twelve  chil- 
dren. He  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and 
laundry  business  in  Mount  Clemens,  Fran- 
cis, born  in  1857,  is  a  liveryman  of  Mount 
Clemens.     He  married  Eva  Jenes  and  they 


have  one  child.  James,  born  in  1859,  mar- 
ried Mary  Pettizer  and  has  four  children. 
He  is  a  marine  engineer.  Richard,  born  in 
1860,  married  Cloe  Stevens  and  followed  the 
trade  of  brick-making  in  Mount  Clemens  un- 
til his  death.  John,  born  in  1870,  married 
Catherine  Lynn  and  had  one  child.  He  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens until  called  to  his  final  rest. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prevost  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Catholic  church.  They  are  high- 
ly esteemed  in  the  city  where  they  have  long- 
resided  and  where  both  have  been  well 
known  because  of  business  as  well  as  so- 
cial connections.  Having  carefully  man- 
aged his  affairs  through  an  active  business 
career  Mr.  Prevost  has  prospered  in  his  un- 
dertakings and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  former  toil. 


ARTHUR  F.  RANDALL. 

Arthur  F.  Randall,  who  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming  and  dairying  for  which  purpose 
he  raises  thoroughbred  Holstein  stock,  was 
born  November  3,  1858,  on  the  old  farm 
homestead,  which  he  now  owns,  his  parents 
being  Felix  and  Maria  (Ingraham)  Randall, 
who  settled  upon  the  farm  in  1837  and  who 
are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Arthur 
F.  Randall  obtained  a  district  school  educa- 
tion. He  has  never  been  absent  from  his 
farm  for  a  longer  period  than  four  weeks, 
devoting  his  time  and  energies,  unremitting- 
ly to  the  labors  incident  to  its  development. 
He  worked  with  his  father  until  1881,  when 
he  was  given  the  farm  as  his  own  and  al- 
though he  has  made  many  improvements 
upon  it  some  of  the  first  buildings  are  still 
standing  as  landmarks  of  the  locality  and  as 
mute  reminders  of  pioneer  conditions.  In 
addition  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil — and  his 
fields  are  always  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation— he  has  devoted  much  of  his  time 
to  dairy  work  and  for  this  purpose  keeps  a 
small  herd  of  thoroughbred  Holstein  cat- 
tle. 

While  his  personal  business  interests  have 
claimed  much  of  his  attention  Mr.  Randall 
has  also  found  time  and  opportunity  to  de- 
vote to  public  interests.  He  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  school  work  as  a  director  of 
district  No.  7.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Macomb  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company  and  for  three  years  was  a  member 
of  its  board  of  directors,  after  which  he  was 
appointed  county  agent  and  is  still  acting  in 
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that  capacity.  He  belongs  to  Arcade  tent, 
No.  155,  K.  0.  T.  M.,  of  Richmond,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Arbor  No.  255,  Ancient  Order  of 
Gleaners  of  the  Highbanks,  filling  the  office 
of  chief  gleaner  for  two  years  and  that  of 
chaplain  for  one  year,  and  is  a  member  of 
Armada  Grange,  No.  445. 

Mr.  Randall  was     married     November  3, 

1881,  to  Miss  Ella  Ostrander,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Sarah  (Hughes)  Ostrander,  of 
Capac,  St.  Clair  county,  Michigan,  who  were 
natives  of  Canada  and  England  respectively. 
They  became  residents  of  St.  Clair  county 
in  1861  and  there  spent  their  remaining  days, 
Mr.  Ostrander  passing  away  in  1893,  while 
his  wife  died  June  7,  1895.  The  living  mem- 
bers of  their  family  are:  Andrew  E.,  of  St. 
Clair  county;  Francis  D.,  of  Gladwin  coun- 
ty, Michigan;  Mrs.  Benjamin  Steinhoff,  of 
Sanilac  county,  this  state;  Mrs.  Hugh  Oli- 
ver, of  Gladwin  county;  John  A.,  of  Dick- 
son, Tennessee;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Patch,  of  St. 
Clair  county;  and  Richard  W.,  also  of  Dick- 
son, Tennessee. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randall  have  two  children: 
S.  Adele  and  Hazen  H.,  born  November  24, 

1882,  and  March  1,  1896,  respectively.  The 
daughter  until  recently  has  been  engaged 
in  teaching  in  district  No.  12,  after  taking 
a  correspondence  course  in  the  Fenton  Nor- 
mal School,  and  has  now  returned  home  to 
take  care  of  her  mother.  There  have  been 
few  leisure  hours  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, who  has  been  a  most  diligent  man, 
working  untiringly  in  the  improvement  of 
his  farm  and  for  the  benefit  of  his  family. 
He  has  always  lived  upon  the  old  homestead, 
which  is  yet  his  place  of  residence,  and  its 
carefully  improved  condition  is  the  result 
of  his  well-directed  energies  and  thorough 
understanding  of  the  best  methods  of  pro- 
moting  agricultural   development. 


ADELBERT  0.  HARRIS. 

Adelbert  0.  Harris,  who  is  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  on  section  35,  Washing- 
ton township,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Shel- 
by, April  10,  1852.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  Jacob  Harris  and  his  father,  Jonathan 
W.  Harris.  The  latter  was  born  in  Genesee 
county,  New  York,  and  when  a  lad  of  ten 
years  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  Michigan  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Macomb  county.  He  was  married 
here  to  Priscilla  M.  Grover,  who  was  like- 
wise a  native  of  Genesee  county  and  located 


on  land  in  the  town  of  Shelby.  He  there 
opened  up  what  has  remained  the  family 
home  for  many  years.  He  lost  his  first  wife 
there  and  later  married  again  and  still  re- 
sides upon  the  old  home  place.  He  is  to-day 
accounted  one  of  the  well  known  pioneer 
settlers  of  Macomb  county,  having  witnessed 
its  growth  and  improvement  from  an  early 
epoch  in  its  history  down  to  the  present 
period  of  progress  and  prosperity. 

Adelbert  O.  Harris  is  one  of  a  family  of 
ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
He  spent  his  youth  like  the  others  upon  the 
home  farm,  assisting  in  such  tasks  as  are 
usually  assigned  to  farmer  boys.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  old  Disco  Acad- 
emy and  in  IJtica  high  school  and  remained 
with  his  father  until  he  attained  his  major- 
ity. Having  completed  his  own  education 
he  engaged  in  teaching  and  followed  that 
profession  for  some  time  in  Macomb  county. 
He  also  spent  one  year  as  a  teacher  in  the 
high  school  at  Hancock  on  Lake  Superior, 
but  eventually  he  put  aside  the  work  of  the 
schoolroom  in  order  to  give  undivided  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1877  he 
bought  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  com- 
prising eighty-eight  acres  of  land  which  is 
rich  and  arable,  but  it  was  not  until  some- 
time after  this  that  he  ceased  teaching  in  the 
winter  months,  while  the  summer  seasons 
were  devoted  to  farm  work.  He  located  on 
the  farm  in  1882  and  has  since,  through 
building  operations  and  agricultural  im- 
provements, developed  a  valuable  property. 
He  has  fair  buildings  here,  well  tilled  fields 
and  also  two  good  orchards. 

Mr.  Harris  was  married  April  13,  1884,  to 
Mrs.  Emetine  R.  Goodison,  a  widow,  and  the 
daughter  of  Lemuel  P.  TowTer,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Oakland  county,  who  en- 
tered land  from  the  government  there  and 
opened  up  a  farm  on  which  he  reared  his 
family.  Mrs.  Harris  was  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Oakland  county,  and  by  her  first 
marriage  she  had  three  children,  namely: 
Adell,  the  wife  of  D.  Tripp ;  Alfred,  of  De- 
troit, and  Arthur  A.,  who  is  living  in  Roches- 
ter, Michigan. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Harris  has 
been  a  lifelong  republican  and  served  as 
township  superintendent  of  schools,  but  oth- 
erwise has  neither  sought  nor  desired  office. 
He  is  a  Master  Mason,  belonging  to  the  lodge 
at  Davis  and  he  has  served  as  its  secretary 
for  twenty  years.  He  is  well  known  in 
Mount  Clemens  and  Macomb  county,  and 
his  friends  recognize  in  him  a  man  honest 
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and  unassuming,  of  genuine  worth  and  en- 
joying the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity. 


GEORGE  A.  SKINNER. 

George  A.  Skinner,  whose  intense  and 
well-directed  activity  has  made  him  one  of 
the  representative  citizens  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, figured  prominently  in  financial  circles 
and  also  in  connection  with  movements 
which  have  furthered  public  progress  and 
improvement.  His  labors  have  been  par- 
ticularly helpful  in  promoting  the  system  of 
public  education,  and  he  has  many  times 
given  tangible  evidence  of  his  public-spirited 
citizenship. 

Mr.  Skinner  was  born  in  Jefferson  county, 
New  York,  March  19,  1854,  a  son  of  Thomas 
D.  and  Rhoda  E.  (Barnes)  Skinner,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Vermont  and  the  latter  of 
the  Empire  state.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Amasa  Skinner,  of  Vermont,  removed  to 
New  York  and  later  to  Wisconsin,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  In  1856 
Thomas  D.  Skinner  came  to  Michigan,  set- 
tling at  Port  Huron,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  until  1879.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  which  he 
followed  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
active  business  career.  His  death  occurred 
September  14,  1904.  Unto  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  four  children :  Alide,  the  widow 
of  J.  W.  Porter;  George  A.;  Carrie  M.,  the 
wife  of  John  Otto,  a  resident  of  California  ; 
and  Frank  K.,  who  is  living  in  the  state  of 
Washington. 

Following  his  mastery  of  the  common 
English  branches  of  learning  George  A. 
Skinner  continued  his  studies  in  the  high 
school  of  Port  Huron  and  spent  two  years 
as  a  student  in  Albion  College  at  Albion, 
Michigan.  He  was  graduated  from 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College 
at  Detroit  in  1872  and  then  entered  his  fath- 
er's office,  where  he  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1876,  when  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Porter,  opened  a  bank  in  Mo  ant  Clemens 
under  the  name  of  John  W-  Porter  &  Com- 
pany. A  year  later  this  was  merged  into 
the  Mount  Clemens  Savings  Bank,  of  which 
Mr.  Porter  became  cashier  and  Mr.  Skinner 
bookkeeper.  After  the  amalgamation  of  the 
business  Mr.  Porter  became  the  cashier  of 
the  Mount  Clemens  Savings  Bank  and  Mr. 
Skinner  was  continued  as  bookkeeper.  Fol- 
lowing the  death  of  Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Skin- 


ner became  his  successor  in  the  position  of 
cashier  and  the  present  officers  of  the  bank 
are :  Oliver  Chapoton,  president ;  F.  G.  Ken- 
drick,  vice  president ;  and  George  A.  Skin- 
ner, cashier.  This  is  the  oldest  and  largest 
bank  in  the  city  of  Mount  Clemens,  being 
capitalized  for  fifty  thousand  dollars,  while 
the  surplus  and  profits  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  A  general  banking 
business  is  carried  on,  and  because  of  his 
promptness,  unfailing  courtesy  and  effort  to 
please  the  bank  patrons,  Mr.  Skinner  has 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  success 
of  the  bank  and  is  one  of  its  popular  offi- 
cials. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Skinner  is  a 
republican  and  for  eighteen  years  he  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board, 
has  been  treasurer  for  twelve  years  and 
moderator  two  years.  The  cause  of  educa- 
tion finds  in  him  a  warm  friend  and  he  has 
ever  been  the  champion  of  progressive  meas- 
ures in  connection  with  the  public  school 
system.  He  has  also  labored  for  improve- 
ment along  other  lines,  wherein  his  efforts 
have  been  of  much  avail.  He  is  treasurer 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  has  been 
treasurer  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Club  since 
its  organization.  Prominent  in  Masonry,  he 
became  a  member  of  the  craft  in  1886,  affili- 
ating with  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the 
chairs,  being  master  of  the  lodge  for  four 
years.  He  has  also  been  high  priest  of  the 
chapter  and  thrice  illustrious  master  of  the 
council  and  he  belongs  to  Damascus  com- 
mandery,  K.  T.,  and  the  Mystic  Shrine,  both 
of  Detroit. 

In  1876  Mr.  Skinner  was  married  to  Miss 
Ellen  M.  Smart,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Rev. 
Dr.  J.  S.  Smart,  of  the  Detroit  conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They 
are  the  parents  of  six  children :  Alice  L., 
Harriet  L.,  Helen  M.,  Georgia,  Florence  C. 
and  George  A.  Mr.  Skinner  is  a  man  of  fine 
social  qualities,  which  combined  with  his 
ability,  executive  force  and  ready  under- 
standing of  needs  and  possibilities  in  muni- 
cipal interests,  have  rendered  him  a  leader 
in  community  affairs. 


FREDERICK  G.  BROMM. 

Frederick  G.  Bromm,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  at 
Mount  Clemens,  is  a  native  son  of  Romeo, 
Macomb  county,  born  August  6,  1858.     His 
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father,  Michael  Bromm,  was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many and  was  the  first  representative  of  the 
family  to  settle  in  Michigan,  locating  first 
in  Port  Huron,  whence  he  afterward  re- 
moved to  Romeo.  He  married  Nannie  Tres- 
sa  Bottom,  a  native  of  Canada  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mrs.  Eliza  (Garleck)  Bottom.  Her 
mother  was  born  April  12,  1808,  and  died 
November  20,  1895.  Mrs.  Bromm  was  the 
younger  of  two  children,  her  brother  being 
Elijah,  who  resided  in  Victoria  county,  On- 
tario, for  many  years,  but  is  now  deceased. 

Frederick  G.  Bromm  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Romeo,  com- 
pleting his  course  in  the  high  school  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  services  of 
the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  Company,  first 
as  section  man  and  afterward  in  the  shops, 
being  employed  in  the  locomotive  depart- 
ment. Later  he  ran  on  a  construction  train 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  depot.  He  was  subsequently  ap- 
pointed agent  for  the  company  at  Rochester, 
Michigan,  where  he  remained  for  eight  years, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  Fraser,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  spent  three  years.  He  then 
came  to  Mount  Clemens  as  agent  and  acted 
in  that  capacity  for  nine  years.  Each  change 
in  his  business  career  brought  him  promo- 
tion and  thus  gradually  he  worked  his  way 
upward,  his  increased  ability  gaining  him 
larger  responsibilities  and  better  remunera- 
tion. Upon  retiring  from  the  office  of  sta- 
tion agent  of  Mount  Clemens  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  real  estate  and  insurance 
business  in  1900  and  has  since  been  a  rep- 
resentative of  this  line  of  industry.  He  also 
conducted  a  store  on  Stapleton  street,  but 
afterward  disposed  of  his  mercantile  inter- 
ests to  devote  his  undivided  attention  to  his 
other  business.  He  conducts  a  general  real 
estate  business  and  he  represents  the  West- 
ern Insurance  Company  of  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania. He  has  thoroughly  informed  him- 
self concerning  real  estate  values  and  is 
thus  well  qualified  to  assist  the  public  in 
making  investments  and  securing  the  prop- 
erty that  may  be  desired. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1884,  at  Lapeer, 
Michigan,  Mr.  Bromm  was  married  to  Miss 
Frances  A.  Tripp,  a  daughter  of  Allen  Tripp, 
who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
thus  laying  down  his  life  upon  the  altar 
of  his  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bromm  have 
two  children :  Genevieve  Mary,  born  Jan- 
uary 25,  1892 ;  and  Gwendolyn  Teressa,  born 
January  25,  1904. 

Everywhere  in  our  land   are  found  men 


who  have  worked  their  own  way  upward 
from  humble  and  lowly  beginnings  to 
places  of  leadership,  and  the  example  of 
such  a  man  is  counted  of  much  worth  and 
value  to  the  commonwealth.  Such  a  ca- 
reer incites  others  to  emulation  and  in  this 
respect  the  life  record  of  Mr.  Bromm  fur- 
nishes an  excellent  example.  His  faithful 
performance  of  each  duty  that  devolved 
upon  him,  his  promptness  and  his  reliability 
have  constituted  the  stepping-stones  by 
which  he  has  mounted  upward  and  at  all 
times  he  has  so  ordered  his  life  as  to  gain 
and  maintain  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  fellowmen. 


ABRAHAM  M.  RIVARD. 

Abraham  M.  Rivard,  who  has  assisted  in 
opening  up  Macomb  county,  clearing  away 
the  timber  and  reclaiming  the  land  for  cuti- 
vation,  was  born  at  Grosse  Pointe,  Michigan, 
April  23,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Mitchell  and 
Tresia  (Decante)  Rivard.  The  father  was 
born  in  1794  upon  his  father's  farm  at 
Grosse  Pointe.  His  parents  were  of  German 
and  French  descent  and  were  among  the  first 
settlers  at  Grosse  Pointe,  where  the  grand- 
father followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 
Mitchell  Rivard  remained  at  home  until 
about  1820,  when  he  came  to  Chesterfield 
township  and  bought  a  tract  of  land  from 
the  government  on  what  is  called  the  Ridge 
road,  but  there  were  no  roads  opened  up  at 
that  time,  so  that  he  had  to  cut  away  the 
timber  in  order  to  make  a  path  sufficiently 
wide  for  a  wagon.  He  had  considerable 
difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  timber,  there 
being  little  market  for  the  product  at  that 
time,  but  he  cut  the  trees  into  logs,  staves 
and  cord  wood,  selling  most  of  it  at  Salt 
River,  where  it  was  shipped  to  Detroit  and 
other  points  along  the  river  and  lake.  Be- 
ing close  to  the  New  Baltimore  Indian  Re- 
serve there  were  many  red  men  in  the  vicin- 
ity at  that  day  but  the  Rivard  family  always 
found  them  friendly,  for  they  treated  them 
with  kindness,  and  Mrs.  Rivard  could  talk 
to  them  in  their  own  language.  Mr.  Rivard 
was  an  industrious,  hard-working  farmer 
and  his  unremitting  diligence  brought  him 
a  comfortable  competence  as  the  years  ad- 
vanced. He  was  drafted  for  service  during 
the  war  of  1812,  but  owing  to  his  extreme 
youth  was  not  called  out  for  action.  He  died 
February  8,  1888,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three 
years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  March  2, 
1891,  in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  her  age. 
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Abraham  M.  Rivard  spent  his  boyhood 
clays  at  hard  work  on  the  farm,  assisting 
his  father  in  the  arduous  task  of  clearing 
the  land  and  developing  the  fields.  He  re- 
mained upon  the  old  homestead  until  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  when  he  bought  his  present 
farm  on  section  14,  Chesterfield  township. 
It  is  located  on  Telegraph  road  and  conven- 
iently near  the  Rapid  Railway.  It  was  cov- 
ered with  a  dense  growTth  of  timber  when  it 
came  into  his  possession  but  he  at  once  be- 
gan to  clear  away  the  trees  and  prepare 
the  land  for  cultivation.  In  1861  he  built 
his  house  and  moved  from  his  father's  home 
into  his  own.  He  has  since  made  steady  prog- 
ress in  general  farming  and  a  few  years 
ago  added  forty  acres  to  his  original  tract 
of  land.  He  has  also  been  practical  in  his 
methods  of  working  his  place  and  now  has 
a  well  developed  property,  the  highly  culti- 
vated fields  yielding  him  a  good  financial 
return. 

Mr.  Rivard  assisted  in  building  the  first 
schoolhouse  in  the  Salt  River  district.  It 
was  erected  about  fifty  years  ago  of  logs 
but  has  since  been  replaced  by  a  substantial 
brick  building.  About  1858  he  helped  to 
open  up  his  part  of  the  county  by  building 
the  Telegraph  road  by  placing  logs  across 
the  road  in  corduroy  fashion.  He  also  aided 
in  building  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church  in 
New  Baltimore  and  thus  he  has  assisted  in 
substantial  measure  to  the  material,  spiritual 
and  moral  progress  of  his  community.  Mr. 
Rivard  was  married  August  5,  1861,  to  Vic- 
toria Blay,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Eliza- 
beth (Socia)  Blay,  of  Chesterfield  township. 
They  have  thirteen  children,  of  whom  twelve 
are  living,  namely:  JefTried,  born  in  1861,  a 
resident  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie ;  Adolph,  born  in 
1863,  a  resident  of  Alpena;  Anna,  born  in 
1866,  at  home;  Lizzie,  born  in  1868,  the  wife 
of  Alexander  Gullett,  a  farmer  of  Chester- 
field township ;  Celia,  born  in  1870,  at  home ; 
Victor,  born  in  1872 ;  Ida,  born  in  1874,  the 
wife  of  "William  John  of  St.  Clair,  Michigan, 
who  is  employed  on  the  Rapid  Railway; 
Mitchell,  born* in  1875,  of  St.  Clair;  Emma, 
born  in  1877,  the  wife  of  William  Rhadigan, 
of  Maryville,  Michigan;  Jerome,  born  in 
1879,  at  home;  Albert,  born  in  1882,  of 
Lansing;  and  Julia,  born  in  1884,  at  home. 
The  third  daughter,  Louisa,  born  in  1865, 
was  married  to  Adolph  Meldrum  of  Ches- 
terfield township  and  died  December  13, 
1893.  Victor  is  the  main  support  of  his  father 
on  the  farm,  endeavoring  to  relieve  him  of 
the  hard  work,  for  although  Mr.  Rivard  is 


still  an  active  man,  he  has  not  the  endurance 
that  he  possessed  in  his  younger  years.  Vic- 
tor is  a  member  of  Lakeside  tent,  No.  51,  K. 
0.  T.  M,.,  and  he  is  a  most  enterprising 
young  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Rivard  and  his  family  are  stanch  mem- 
bers of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church  of  New 
Baltimore.  He  is  indeed  one  of  the  worthy 
pioneer  settlers  and  a  representative  of  an 
honored  frontier  family,  its  members  having 
taken  an  active,  practical  and  helpful  part 
in  the  work  of  developing  this  portion  of 
the  state. 


JAMES  G.  WHITE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  James  G.  White,  who  prepared  for  his 
profession  in  some  of  the  leading  medical 
colleges  and  universities  of  the  continent 
and  whose  skill  places  him  in  the  foremost 
rank  among  the  distinguished  physicians  of 
eastern  Michigan,  was  born  in  the  province 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  May  18,  1857,  and  after 
mastering  the  elementary  branches  of  learn- 
ing taught  in  the  common  schools  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  Aylmer  (Ontario) 
high  school.  Having  completed  his  more 
specifically  literary  education  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  drug  business  for  a  term 
of  four  years,  and  when  this  period  had 
ended  was  graduated  from  the  Ontario  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy,  in  Toronto,  Canada,  in 
1877.  During  two  years  of  that  time  he 
also  attended  lectures  in  the  College  of  Tech- 
nology, at  Toronto. 

Having  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  drug  business,  as  preparatory  for  a  med- 
ical course  he  entered  Trinity  Medical  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  and  was 
admitted  by  examination  as  a  fellow  of  that 
college.  He  was  also  graduated  as  a  Doctor 
of  Medicine  and  Master  of  Surgery  from 
Trinity  University.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
the  Northwest  Territory  of  Canada  and  he 
has  been  licensed  to  practice  by  the  Illinois 
state  board  of  health  and  the  board  of  medi- 
cal examiners  of  Wisconsin.  Aside  from 
his  college  diplomas  he  has  taken  several 
post-graduate  courses  and  is  also  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Illinois  School  of  Electro  Thera- 
peutics. All  of  the  medical  colleges  from 
which  he  has  graduated  are  recognized  as 
among  the  best  on  the  continent  and  thus 
his  careful  and  thorough  preparation  well 
equipped  him  for  his  chosen  life  work. 
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Dr.  White  came  to  Mount  Clemens  ten 
years  ago  and  seeing  an  opening  for  se- 
curing a  large  clientage  among  bathers  he 
gave  up  the  general  practice,  deciding  to 
treat  only  such  cases  as  came  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  baths.  He  keeps  abreast  of  the 
times  and  his  office  is  fully  equipped  with 
all  the  latest  appliances  generally  used  in 
sanitarium  practice,  such  as  electric  ap- 
pliances for  administering  X-ray,  faradic, 
galvanic,  high  frequency  and  sinusoidal 
currents,  mechanical  vibration,  phototherapy 
and  inhalation  machines.  When  any  of 
these  methods  are  required  patients  may 
make  special  terms  for  a  course  of  treat- 
ment, and  most  excellent  results  have  fol- 
lowed his  efforts,  owing  to  his  comprehensive 
knowledge  and  skill  in  his  practice.  During 
his  residence  here  he  has  attained  prominence 
as  a  consulting  physician  and  has  had  un- 
usual success  in  his  practice.  His  experi- 
ence in  the  profession  and  his  thorough  and 
continued  college  work  fit  him  excellently 
for  the  busy  career  he  finds  here.  Dr.  White 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, Michigan  State  Medical  Society 
and  Macomb  County  Medical  Society.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, in  which  he  has  attained  the  Knight 
Templar  degree.  He  belongs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Dramatic  Order  of  the 
Knights  of  Korassan.  He  enjoys  the  respect 
and  good  will  of  his  professional  brethren. 


GEORGE  C.  FENTON. 

George  C.  Fenton  is  a  native  of  Mount 
Clemens,  born  January  21,  1855,  and  his  ed- 
ucation was  obtained  in  the  public  schools 
of  this  state.  He  early  became  connected 
with  the  shoe  trade  and  established  the  first 
exclusive  shoe  store  in  Mount  Clemens.  In 
later  years  his  attention  was  attracted  to  the 
business  possibilities  that  arose  because  of  the 
fame  which  Mount  Clemens  was  acquiring 
in  connection  with  the  medicinal  properties 
of  its  waters  and  their  curative  powers.  To 
meet  the  demands  for  first-class  hotels  he 
erected  The  Fenton,  which  he  opened  in  May, 
1892.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  hostelries  of 
the  city  and  is  also  one  of  the  most , centrally 
and  pleasantly  situated.  Adjoining  are  the 
beautiful  Olympic  and  Clementine  bath- 
houses on  Cass  avenue,  and  only  a  block  away 
is  the  courthouse  square  and  nearby  are  the 


banks,  postoffice  and  telegraph  offices.  The 
streetcar  lines  of  the  city  pass  the  door  of 
The  Fenton.  The  hotel  contains  eighty  rooms 
for  guests,  together  with  large  offices,  parlors, 
reading  and  waiting  rooms,  and  all  these  are 
elegantly  furnished,  while  the  bedrooms  are 
tastefully  equipped  for  every  possible  con- 
venience and  comfort  of  the  guests.  The 
guest-rooms  are  arranged  single  and  en  suite 
and  the  first  and  second  floors  of  The  Fenton 
are  connected  with  the  Olympic  and  Clemen- 
tine bathhouses  by  passageways  which  are 
heated  by  steam.  Mr.  Fenton  in  his  manage- 
ment of  the  hotel  has  manifested  the  spirit  of 
the  pioneer  who  seeks  out  new  and  improved 
methods,  and  his  business  has  constantly 
grown  because  of  this,  The  Fenton  being  a 
credit  to  the  city  as  well  as  a  monument  to 
the  enterprise  and  business  capacity  of  its 
builder. 


ANTHONY  SEIBERT. 

Anthony  Seibert,  owner  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ing retail  stores  in  Mount  Clemens,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Chesterfield  township,  Macomb  coun- 
ty, born  March  7,  1868,  his  parents  being 
Phillip  and  Rachel  (Gragott)  Seibert,  who 
were  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to 
America  about  1860.  They  were  married  in 
Harrison  township,  this  county,  in  1864,  and 
Mr.  Seibert  began  farming,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  many  years.  He  died  in  1889  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years  and  is  still  survived  by  his 
wife.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
those  living  being:  Gertrude,  the  wife  of 
Peter  S.  Greiner,  of  Clinton  township,  Ma- 
comb county;  Anthony;  and  Lena,  the  wife 
of  Victor  Eckhout,  of  Mount  Clemens.  Three 
children  died  in  infancy. 

Anthony  Seibert  pursued  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Chesterfield  township 
until  twelve  years  of  age,  attending,  however, 
only  through  the  winter  months,  while  in  the 
summer  seasons  he  worked  upon  the  farm. 
He  continued  to  assist  in  the  cultivation  and 
development  of  the  homestead  place  and  after 
his  marriage  in  1893  he  took  charge  of  the 
farm,  which  he  conducted  until  1896.  He 
then  removed  to  Mount  Clemens  and  entered 
the  employ  of  the  firm  of  Haller  &  Dahm, 
grocers  and  marketmen.  He  continued  with 
that  house  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Frank 
X.  Touscany,  under  the  firm  name  of  Sei- 
bert &  Touscany.  They  opened  a  general 
grocery   and  provision   store   in   the     Czizek 
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block,  and  after  nine  months  they  removed 
to  No.  75  North  Gratiot  avenue.  Here  they 
increased  their  stock  in  order  to  meet  the 
growing  demands  of  the  trade  and  also  add- 
ed a  meat  market,  having  bought  out  Au- 
gust Prignitz.  They  have  since  conducted 
both  departments  of  the  business  and  are  to- 
day proprietors  of  one  of  the  best  stores  in 
the  town.  They  are  progressive  merchants 
and  their  store  is  neatly  and  tastefully  ar- 
ranged, their  attractive  display  drawing 
many  customers,  while  their  straightforward 
dealing  and  reasonable  prices  insure  them  a 
continuation  of  a  large  trade.  They  have 
been  successful  from  the  beginning,  display- 
ing marked  energy  and  enterprise,  and  pros- 
perity is  always  a  legitimate  outcome  of  those 
characteristics. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1893,  Mr.  Seibert 
was  married  to  Terresa,  a  daughter  of  An- 
thony and  Margaret  (Giarade)  Deigel,  of 
Gratiot  township,  Wayne  county,  Michigan. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
died  in  1901  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years, 
while  the  mother  is  now  living  in  Detroit.  In 
their  family  were  twelve  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  living,  Mrs.  Seibert  being  the  fifth 
in  order  of  birth.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seibert 
hold  membership  in  St.  Peter's  Catholic 
church  and  he  is  connected  with  the  Catholic 
Mutual  Benevolent  Association.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  he  gives  his  po- 
litical support  to  the  democracy,  although  he 
takes  no  active  part  in  its  work  aside  from 
exercising  his  right  of  franchise.  He  is  of  ge- 
nial, social  temperament  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  solid,  substantial  young  business 
men  of  Mount  Clemens,  having  already  at- 
tained a  measure  of  success  that  many  a  man 
of  older  years  might  well  envy. 


LOUIS  A.  GUIETTE. 

Louis  A.  Guiette,  whose  well  directed  efforts 
have  been  of  material  benefit  to  the  city  of 
Mount  Clemens,  his  public-spirited  interest 
in  the  general  welfare  being  manifest  in  tan- 
gible labors  for  the  upbuilding  and  improve- 
ment of  the  city,  is  a  native  of  Detroit,  his 
birth  having  there  occurred  March  23,  1840. 
His  parents  were  Jacob  Dennis  and  Martha 
(Moss)  Guiette,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  France,  and  when  young  they  emigrated 
to  the  United  States.  The  father  was  a  job- 
ber and  contractor  and  after  his  removal  to 
the  west  took  a  contract  in  1843  to  construct 


a  part  of  the  old  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  ca- 
nal, but  in  this  he  lost  five  thousand  dollars 
and  had  nothing  remaining.  Later  in  the  year 
he  removed  to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  spent 
his  last  days.  He  had  become  a  resident  of 
Detroit  in  1833  and  remained  in  Michigan  for 
forty-five  years,  passing  away  in  this  city  in 
1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  His 
wdfe  survived  him  until  1884  and  was  ninety 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death.  In  their 
family  were  ten  children,  of  whom  three  are 
living:  John,  a  resident  of  Saginaw,  Michi- 
gan; Thomas,  of  Murphysboro,  Illinois;  and 
Louis  A.  Those  deceased  are  Jacob,  Mary, 
Nelson,  Joseph,  Julia,  Zebedee  and  Sophia. 

Louis  A.  Guiette  received  but  a  limited  edu- 
cation, attending  school  two,  three  or  four 
months  each  year  until  he  was  about  ten  years 
of  age.  After  that  it  was  necessary  for  him 
to  earn  his  own  living  and  he  had  no  more 
school  training,  but  in  the  school  of  experi- 
ence he  has  learned  many  valuable  lessons 
which  have  made  him  a  practical  and  success- 
ful man  of  affairs.  After  he  had  completed 
his  first  decade  he  began  working  for  John 
May,  a  butcher  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  that 
he  wras  faithful  and  capable  was  shown  by  the 
fact  that  he  remained  in  his  service  for  six 
years.  He  then  became  cabin  boy  on  the  pas- 
senger boat  Albion,  which  ran  between  Mount 
Clemens  and  Detroit,  being  thus  engaged  for 
two  seasons.  He  afterward  went  into  a  lum- 
ber mill  at  Capac,  Michigan.  The  mill  was 
located  in  the  midst  of  a  forest  and  he  was 
there  engaged  until  the  following  spring, 
when  he  secured  employment  in  a  stave  mill 
in  Mount  Clemens,  near  where  the  Chambers 
&  Stewart  store  now  stands.  In  March,  1865, 
he  put  aside  business  considerations  and  en- 
listed as  a  recruit,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  D,  Twenty-second  Michigan  Infan- 
try, with  which  he  was  mustered  out  in  Sep- 
tember, 1865,  at  Detroit. 

Following  his  return  Mr.  Guiette  worked  on 
the  first  test  wTell  for  oil  in  Mount  Clemens, 
but  this  proved  to  be  a  mineral  well  instead. 
He  was  thus  employed  from  September,  1865, 
until  July,  1866.  At  that  period  the  owners 
of  the  well  undertook  to  manufacture  salt 
from  its  waters,  but  this  venture  proved  un- 
successful. In  the  fall  of  1866  Mr.  Guiette 
returned  to  the  stave  mill,  working  for  Bruno 
Van  Landeghern  until  1881.  In  the  mean- 
time the  firm  became  Van  Landeghern  & 
Son. 

In  the  spring  of  1881  Mr.  Guiette  was 
elected  street  commissioner  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens on  the  democratic  ticket  and  served  in 
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that  office  until  1884,  being*  the  first  incum- 
bent in  Mount  Clemens  to  fill  the  position 
for  that  length  of  time.  In  the  fall  of  1886 
he  became  engineer  at  Linwood,  Michigan,  in 
the  mill  of  Edward  Gyde,  and  there  continued 
until  April,  1887.  The  following  year  he 
was  with  the  Bitter  Water  Company  on  East 
street  at  the  "original  well"  and  continued 
in  the  manufacturing  business  for  making 
both  salts  and  mineral  soaps.  In  the  succeed- 
ing autumn  he  again  accepted  the  position  of 
engineer  at  the  mill  in  Linwood,  but  in  the 
following  spring  he  returned  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens, where  he  opened  a  boarding  house  at  the 
corner  of  Park  avenue  and  Franklin  street, 
conducting  this  with  success  until  1902,  when 
he  sold  out  to  the  Park  House  Company.  In 
the  meantime  he  was  again  chosen  for  public 
office,  being  elected  alderman  of  the  third 
ward  in  1888,  and  by  re-election  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  position  until  he  had  served  for 
twelve  consecutive  years.  He  has  been  in- 
spector of  public  works  and  in  the  various 
positions  which  he  has  filled  he  has  labored 
untiringly  and  effectively  for  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  his  city.  He  was  the  first  man 
who  advocated  brick  paving  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens and  he  continued  the  agitation  of  the  sub- 
ject until  he  won.  He  has  voted  for  all  the 
various  franchises  that  have  been  granted  and 
has  introduced  into  the  council  many  impor- 
tant measures  which  have  had  a  far-reach- 
ing effect  and  which  have  added  much  to  the 
substantial  appearance  and  improvement  of 
Mount  Clemens.  He  laid  out  the  beautiful 
park  of  this  city,  known  as  Mount  Clemens 
j)  ark. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  1863,  Mr.  Guiette  was 
married  to  .Miss  Martha.  Willett,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Fannie  (Beach)  Willett,  her 
father  a  native  of  England  and  her  mother  of 
France.  They  lived  for  some  time  at  Grosse 
Pointe,  Michigan,  but  both  are  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guiette  had  five  children,  but 
Louis  A.,  the  eldest,  died  in  1899,  leaving  a 
widow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lydia  Cop- 
persmith and  who  lived  in  Bay  City,  Michi- 
gan. There  are  two  children  of  that  marriage 
— Martha  and  Louis  A.  The  other  members 
of  the  family  of  Mr.  Guiette  are :  Adele, 
the  wife  of  Henry  Denwetle,  of  Clinton 
township;  Ellen,  the  wife  of  Frank  Daly, 
of  Mount  Clemens;  Belle,  the  wife  of  Albert 
Huttinger,  of  Allegheny,  Pennsylvania;  and 
Florence  F.,  at  home. 

Mr.  Guiette  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
post  at  Mount  Clemens  and  has  served  as  ser- 
geant and  senior  vice-commander.    He  is  also 


connected  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He 
is  well  known  in  this  city  and  has  made  for 
himself  a  creditable  record.  In  political 
thought  and  action  he  has  always  been  inde- 
pendent, carrying  out  his  honest  views  with- 
out fear  or  favor  and  in  his  public  service  has 
been  actuated  by  a  strong  interest  in  the  pub- 
lic welfare  and  has  ever  placed  the  good  of 
the  community  before  self-aggrandizement. 


SANFORD  C.  LAWSON. 

Sanford  C.  Lawson,  one  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty's native  sons,  owns  and  operates  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  of  good  land  in  Shelby 
township.  He  was  born  August  11,  1870, 
his  parents  being  James  S.  and  Paulina 
(Cannon)  Lawson.  The  father  was  born  in 
September,  1828,  on  the  farm  where  Sanford 
C.  Lawson  now  resides,  and  was  a  son  of 
James  Lawson,  an  early  settler  of  Shelby 
township,  securing  land  from  the  govern- 
ment. The  old  sheepskin  deed  to  the  prop- 
erty is  signed  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  then 
X^resident  of  the  United  States,  and  is  now 
in  possession  of  our  subject.  Both  the  grand- 
fathers of  Sanford  C.  Lawson  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey  and  became  pioneer  residents 
of  Michigan,  assisting  materially  in  the  early 
development  here. 

James  S.  Lawson  was  reared  amid  the  en- 
vironments of  pioneer  life  and  aided  in  the 
arduous  task  of  developing  a  new  farm.  He 
became  a  noted  man,  possessing  considerable 
genius.  In  early  life  he  was  taught  survey- 
ing by  George  II.  Cannon,  with  whim  he  was 
associated  in  the  survey  of  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Superior.  lie  afterward  engaged  in 
surveying  in  the  western  states,  including  Ne- 
vada, California  and  Oregon,  being  appointed 
to  this  work  by  the  governors  of  the  various 
states.  His  associate,  Mr.  Cannon,  said  that 
he  had  the  most  remarkable  memory  of  any 
man  he  ever  knew.  He  was  self-educated, 
but  gained  much  valuable  knowledge  through 
reading,  experience,  observation  and  travel. 
lie  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  he 
enjoyed  the  love  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
lowmen  in  an  exceptional  decree.  He  did  not 
greatly  desire  wealth  nor  strive  for  it  and 
wras  a  man  of  only  moderate  means.  He  was 
a  direct  descendant  of  M.  B.  Willis,  his 
mother  having  been  a  member  of  the  Willis 
family.  He  married  Miss  Paulina  Cannon 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren :  Oiner,  who  resides  in  South  Dakota ; 
Leda,  the  wife  of  George  Elvedge,  residing 
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ten  miles  west  of  Saginaw  in  Evert,  Michi- 
gan; Sanford  C. ;  and  Huron  W.,  who  is 
a  practicing  physician  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sanford  C.  Lawson  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Washington  and  began 
earning  his  own  living  when  quite  young.  He 
worked  upon  a  farm  and  in  early  manhood 
he  chose  as  a  companion  and  helpmate  for 
life's  journey,  Mrs.  Ella  Tucker  Carson,  their 
marriage  being  celebrated  October  5,  1899. 
She  was  the  widow  of  Frederick  Carson  of 
Macomb  county.  She  pursued  her  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  when  nineteen 
years  of  age  was  first  married,  her  husband 
being  a  farmer  who  died  in  Mount  Clemens. 
Mrs.  Lawson  has  five  children :  Mabel,  born 
May  9,  1886;  Maud,  born  January  7,  1889; 
Robert,  November  3,  1890;  Glenn,  July  25, 
1892;  and  Elmer,  January  6,  1895.  The 
younger  children  are  attending  school. 

Sanford  C.  Lawson  is  a  republican  in  his 
political  views  and  to  that  party  his  father 
also  gave  his  support  and  served  as  super- 
visor, justice  of  the  peace,  and  county  drain- 
age commissioner.  He  died  May  23,  1903, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  and  thus 
passed  away  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Macomb  county.  Sanford  C.  Law- 
son  yet  follows  farming  on  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  has  a  good  tract  of  land,  and 
his  care  and  cultivation  have  made  the  fields 
very  productive,  so  that  he  annually  harvests 
good  crops.  He  utilizes  modern  methods  in 
all  that  he  does  and  is  now  meeting  with  very 
creditable  prosperity. 


JOHN  McKAY. 

John  McKay,  now  actively  and  extensively 
interested  in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Ma- 
comb county,  owns  and  operates  a  valuable 
tract  of  land  of  three  hundred  acres  situated 
near  Romeo.  Since  his  boyhood  days  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  farming  interests  of 
this  section  of  the  state,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Bruce  township,  Macomb  county, 
August  16,  1843.  His  father,  Robert  McKay, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume, was  a  native  of  Scotland,  born  March 
1,  1813,  in  Renfrewshire,  near  Glasgow.  The 
paternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Jane 
McKay,  descended  from  a  long  line  of  Scot- 
tish ancestry,  who  were  members  of  a  high- 
land clan. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  of 
that    period    and    received    his   education    in 


the  common  schools  and  through  experience 
and  observation  in  later  life.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority, assisting  him  materially  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  old  home  farm,  and  in  1866 
he  removed  to  a  farm  of  his  owrn,  comprising 
three  hundred  acres  in  Armada  township, 
wdiich  he  began  to  cultivate  and  improve.  He 
has  since  rebuilt  and  remodeled  the  house,  has 
erected  large  barns  and  outbuildings  and  has 
continued  the  work  of  improvement  until  his 
place  is  now  one  of  the  valuable  farm  prop- 
erties of  the  locality.  He  is  also  engaged  in 
the  breeding  and  raising  of  shorthorn  cattle 
and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  a  large  herd.  He 
has  made  a  study  of  this  breed  for  thirty 
years  and  has  owrned  some  fine  animals.  He 
has  also  been  identified  with  the  Armada  Ag- 
ricultural Society  for  a  number  of  years,  has 
been  a  member  of  the  executive  committee 
for  thirty-one  years  and  was  its  president  for 
four  years.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
State  Breeders  Shorthorn  Association  for 
several  years  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Michigan  live  stock  sanitary  commission, 
through  appointment  by  the  governor.  He 
has  ever  exercised  his  influence  for  the  im- 
provement of  agricultural  conditions  and 
through  the  conduct  of  his  own  business  af- 
fairs has  contributed  always  to  the  general 
welfare. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1866,  Mr.  McKay 
was  married  to  Miss  Lucinda  E.  Day,  who 
was  born  in  Armada  township,  Macomb  coun- 
ty, October  16,  1843,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Uriel  and  Olive  (Sperry)  Day,  who  are  rep- 
resented on  another  page  of  this  volume.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McKay  have  two  children :  Robert 
U.,  who  married  Ella  Rolls,  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain William  and  Alice  Rolls,  and  resides  in 
Romeo,  where  he  is  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing; and  Olive  Jean,  who  is  at  home. 

In  1900  Mr.  McKay  removed  to  Romeo, 
where  after  two  years  he  purchased  the  resi- 
dence that  he  and  his  family  now  occupy. 
He  and  his  wTife  attend  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  contribute  to  its  support. 
Politically  he  is  a  stanch  republican  and  cast 
his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln in  1864  and  has  supported  every  nomi- 
nee of  the  party  since.  Local  politics  have 
also  been  a  source  of  interest  to  him  and  he 
has  never  failed  to  cast  a  vote  at  each  elec- 
tion. He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Luce  to 
fill  a  vacancy  as  a  member  of  the  Michigan 
live  stock  sanitary  commission  and  is  now 
serving  on  the  board  by  appointment  of  Gov- 
vernor  Bliss.     He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
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executive  committee  of  the  State  Agricultural 
Society  and  since  1898  has  been  president  of 
the  Farmers  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, which  was  organized  by  his  father.  For 
the  last  thirty  years  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  Grange  movement  and  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  county  and  local 
Grange.  He  is  recognized  as  a  prominent  ag- 
riculturist of  this  portion  of  the  state,  suc- 
cessful in  the  control  of  his  business  affairs 
and  the  promoter  of  varied  interests  which 
have  proven  of  practical  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity. 


JOHN  A.   HENK. 


John  A.  Henk,  whose  thorough  preliminary 
training,  study  and  skill  have  gained  him 
rank  with  the  leading  photographers  of  east- 
ern Michigan,  is  now  conducting  a  studio  in 
Mount  Clemens.  He  is  a  native  of  Detroit, 
born  March  5,  1873,  and  a  son  of  John  and 
Johanna  (Hellwig)  Henk,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  Detroit,  in  which  city  they  were  mar- 
ried in  1872.  Anthony  Henk,  the  paternal 
grandfather,  came  from  Prussia  and  settled 
in  Detroit  sixty  years  ago.  He  was  the  owner 
of  a  large  farm  near  that  city  and  his  realty 
possessions  also  included  houses  and  other 
property  in  Detroit.  He  died  in  1898,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years,  while  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Henk,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Wil- 
liam Hellwig,  was  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Ger- 
many, whence  they  came  to  America,  crossing 
the  Atlantic  in  1840.  He  entered  the  mili- 
tary service  of  his  adopted  country  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  regular  army  and  was  stationed  at 
Fort  Erie,  being  a  musician  of  the  First  In- 
fantry and  a  non-commissioned  officer.  He 
was  with  his  regiment  in  the  Mexican  war 
and  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  govern- 
ment. He  met  his  wife  in  Buffalo.  She  bore 
the  name  of  Christina  Schmidt  and  was  also 
a  native  of  Bavaria.  She  accompanied  the 
regiment  as  a  nurse  and  while  Mr.  Hellwig 
was  stationed  at  Fort  Erie,  in  1847,  they  were 
married.  They  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  the  eldest  being  Mrs.  Henk,  who 
was  born  while  her  mother  was  with  the  army 
in  company  with  her  husband.  His  regiment 
was  afterward  transferred  to  Fort  Wayne  and 
on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he 
embarked  in  business  for  himself  as  a  mer- 
chant at  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  later  he  con- 
ducted a  general  store  in  that  city. 

John  Henk,  father  of  our  subject,  was  em- 
ployed by  the  firm  of  Pardridge  &  Blackwell 


in  a  crockery  store,  making  his  home  in  De- 
troit and  in  the  parochial  schools  of  that  city 
John  Henk  of  this  review  pursued  his  edu- 
cation. He  entered  business  life  as  an  office 
boy  in  the  employ  of  the  Newcomb-Andicott 
Company  of  Detroit,  but  after  a  short  time, 
when  thirteen  years  of  age,  he  secured  em- 
ployment in  the  Fulton  Iron  &  Engine  works, 
where  he  continued  for  seven  years,  starting 
first  as  an  office  boy,  later  as  stenographer  and 
subsequently  as  bookkeeper,  and  while  act- 
ing in  that  capacity  made  his  first  investment 
in  a  photographic  outfit  and  did  amateur 
work.  Early  in  1894  he  started  in  business 
with  B.  J.  Holcomb  as  an  apprentice  for  tivo 
years.  He  was  afterward  with  C.  H.  Smith 
for  one  year  and  then  went  to  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  where  he  spent  a  few  months.  He 
then  began  business  with  his  outfit,  doing 
view  work.  He  came  to  Mount  Clemens  and 
spent  the  summer  of  1897  in  making  views  of 
hotels  and  the  local  scenery.  He  continued  in 
this  line  of  business  for  some  time,  visiting 
towns  in  rotation  until  he  reached  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  He  remained  in  that  city  for 
some  time,  securing  employment  in  the  por- 
trait establishment  of  Portness  &  Locke.  A 
few  months  later  he  entered  the  employ  of 
James  A.  Maxwell,  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  with 
whom  he  continued  for  a  year,  during  which 
time  he  gained  valuable  experience  in  the 
work  of  enlarging  portraits.  On  the  29th  of 
January,  1889,  he  purchased  the  studio  of 
Otto  Schultz  in  Mount  Clemens,  and  in  April 
1902,  he  fitted  up  his  present  studio  in  Ros- 
kopp,  being  on  Macomb  street,  where  he  has 
since  conducted  business.  He  is  the  only  pho- 
tographer in  Mount  Clemens  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Photographers'  Associa- 
tion and  he  attends  many  of  its  conventions, 
keeping  in  touch  with  all  of  the  advancement 
made  in  photography.  He  furnishes  all  the 
newest  grades  of  work,  is  the  first  to  display 
improved  and  new  ideas  in  photography  and 
in  addition  to  the  work  which  he  does  as  a 
photographic  artist  he  also  deals  in  photog- 
raphers' supplies. 

Mr.  Henk  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  and  has  served  as  regent  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  He  was  married  October 
10,  1900,  to  Emma  L.  Keller,  a  daughter  of 
Conrad  Keller,  of  Detroit,  who  is  a  contractor 
and  builder.  Their  children  are  Alfred  W. 
and  Marcella  C.  Mr.  Henk's  interests  are 
centered  in  his  business  and  family  and  to 
the  welfare  of  his  wife  and  children  he  is 
most  devoted.  In  the  line  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession he  has  made  rapid  advancement  and 
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to-day  his  ability  ranks  him  with  the  leading 
photographic  artists  of  western  Michigan, 
while  his  success  is  the  merited  reward  of  his 
skill. 


CHARLES  L.  ANDRUS. 

Charles  L.  Andrus,  who  is  one  of  the  thrifty 
and  successful  farmers  of  Washington  town- 
ship, owns  and  operates  a  valuable  tract  of 
land  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres 
which  adjoins  the  village  of  Washington.  It 
was  upon  this  farm  that  he  was  born  Septem- 
ber 11,  1855,  his  father  being  T.  R.  Andrus, 
a  native  of  New  York,  while  his  grandfather, 
Elon  Andrus,  was  born  in  the  same  state. 
The  last  named  came  to  Michigan  about  1820 
and  from  the  government  entered  the  land  on 
which  Charles  L.  Andrus  now  resides  and 
the  present  owner  still  holds  the  original  pat- 
ent, which  was  signed  by  James  Monroe,  then 
president  of  the  United  States.  Elon  Andrus 
had  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812 
and  after  coming  to  Michigan  he  fought  the 
battles  of  pioneer  life  and  subdued  the  wil- 
derness, winning  victory  through  his  persist- 
ent labor  in  his  attempt  to  develop  and  im- 
prove a  good  farm.  T.  R.  Andrus  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  this  state,  where  he 
helped  to  clear  and  improve  the  home  farm 
and  in  his  later  years  he  cared  for  his  par- 
ents, thus  repaying  them  for  the  attention 
which  they  bestowed  upon  him  in  his  younger 
years.  lie  was  married  in  Troy,  Michigan,  to 
Miss  Betsy  Ilotham,  a  native  of  England  and 
a  daughter  of  David  Hotham,  who  was  born 
in  that  country  and  became  a  resident  of 
Michigan  when  this  part  of  the  state  was  a 
pioneer  district.  Mrs.  Andrus  was  seven  years 
of  age  when  she  arrived  here  and  was  reared 
in  Macomb  county  amid  pioneer  surround- 
ings. T.  R.  Andrus  continued  to  reside  upon 
the  old  homestead  throughout  his  active  life 
and  passed  away  aboiit  1865.  His  widow  still 
survives  him  and  is  now  eighty-two  years  of 
age.  In  their  family  were  five  sons  and  a 
daughter,  but  the  latter  died  in  childhood. 
The  sons  are:  E.  W.,  who  died  in  1903,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-eight  years;  George  F.,  a 
merchant  of  Evart;  Fred  II.,  of  Detroit; 
Charles  L.,  of  this  review ;  and  Truman,  who 
is  also  living  in  Evart. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  Charles 
L.  Andrus  we  present  to  our  readers  the  life 
record  of  one  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
Washington  township.  He  pursued  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  the  village  and  re- 


mained with  his  brother,  E.  W.  Andrus,  on 
the  old  home  place,  purchasing  the  interest 
of  the  other  heirs  in  the  property.  They 
farmed  here  for  a  number  of  years  and  after- 
ward sold  some  of  the  lots  wdiich  were  an- 
nexed to  the  town.  They  rebuilt  and  remod- 
eled the  old  home,  built  a  barn  and  made  good 
improvements  in  keeping  with  modern  prog- 
ress along  agricultural  lines,  raised  high 
grades  of  stock  and  placed  the  farm  in  splen- 
did condition. 

C.  L.  Andrus  was  married  in  Romeo,  Au- 
gust 28,  1895,  to  Miss  Frances  Hosner,  a  na- 
tive of  this  county,  born  and  reared  near  Ro- 
meo, while  her  education  was  completed  in 
the  high  school  there.  She  became  a  teacher 
and  successfully  followed  that  profession  for 
several  years  prior  to  her  marriage.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  daughters — 
A.  Marion  and  Clara  M. 

Politically  a  republican  Mr.  Andrus  has 
thus  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father 
and  grandfather.  He  has  never  been  an  of- 
fice seeker  but  has  served  on  the  board  of 
review.  His  brother,  E.  W.  Andrus,  however, 
took  an  active  part  in  politics  and  was  elected 
and  served  in  a  number  of  local  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  The  brothers  were  account- 
ed successful  farmers  of  Washington  town- 
ship and  together  they  owned  and  operated 
the  old  homestead,  being  thus  associated  until 
the  death  of  E.  W.  Andrus  in  1903.  Charles 
L.  Andrus  has  spent  his  entire  life  upon  the 
farm  which  is  yet  his  home  and  his  interests 
have  centered  in  Macomb  county,  in  its  de- 
velopment and  improvement.  He  takes  great 
pride  in  what  has  been  accomplished  here  and 
in  all  matters  of  citizenship  he  has  been  loyal 
to  progressive  measures  and  his  aid  has  never 
been  solicited  in  vain.  He  and  has  wife  are 
members  of  the  Union  church  in  Washington 
and  they  enjoy  in  full  measure  the  confidence 
of  their  fellowmen. 


CHARLES  A.  WINKLER. 

Charles  A.  Winkler,  active  in  democratic 
circles  and  a  prominent  and  progressive  farm- 
er of  Harrison  township,  owns  and  operates 
a  farm  of  seventy-four  acres  and  is  also  culti- 
vating another  farm  which  he  rents.  He  has 
lived  in  Macomb  county  since  1856.  He  was 
born  in  Prussia,  July  11,  1842.  His  father, 
James  Winkler,  wras  born  in  the  same  country 
in  1810  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Hed- 
wig  Speer,  a  native  of  Germany.     He  emi- 


506 


PAST   AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


grated  to  the  new  world  in  1856,  taking  pass- 
age at  Bremen  on  the  sailing  vessel  John  Lang, 
which  reached  the  harbor  of  New  York  on  the 
26th  of  October.  He  made  his  way  at  once 
to  Michigan,  joining  a  son  in  Detroit  and  later 
he  came  to  Macomb  county,  settling  about 
seven  miles  from  Mount  Clemens,  where  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land.  Here  he  at 
once  began  clearing  away  the  trees  and  pre- 
paring the  land  for  cultivation  and  in  course 
of  time  in  the  midst  of  a  forest  he  hewed  out 
an  excellent  farm.  Here  he  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life,  passing  away  October  20, 
1882,  and  his  wife  survived  him,  her  death 
occurring  November  11,  1893.  Charles  A. 
Winkler  is  one  of  a  family  of  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  the  eldest  being  Joseph,  a 
miller,  of  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  while 
the  others  are:  Anna,  the  wife  of  L/ouis 
Ameel,  of  Mount  Clemens ;  Charles  A. ;  Mar- 
tha, residing  in  Mount  Clemens;  and  Albert, 
who  owns  and  operates  the  old  homestead 
farm  in  Macomb  township. 

Charles  A.  Winkler  spent  the  first  thirteen 
years  of  his  life  in  the  fatherland  and  then 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigration 
to  the  new  world.  He  well  remembers  the 
voyage  and  different  incidents  of  the  trip  to 
the  new  wrorld,  feeling  a  boy's  keen  interest  in 
everything  that  occurred.  He  assisted  his 
father  in  clearing  the  home  farm  and  in  de- 
veloping the  fields,  giving  him  his  services 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he 
started  out  upon  an  active  business  career, 
working  by  the  month  as  a  farmhand. 

Mr.  Winkler  was  married  in  Van  Buren 
county,  Michigan,  in  October,  1864,  to  Miss 
Caroline  Bedden,  who  was  born  in  Genesee 
county,  Michigan,  and  is  a  daughter  of  0.  D. 
Bedden,  a  native  of  New  England  who  set- 
tled in  this  state  in  pioneer  times.  Following 
his  marriage  Mr.  Winkler  worked  on  a  farm 
in  Cass  county  for  five  years  and  in  1868 
he  returned  to  Macomb  county,  locating  in 
Mount  Clemens,  where  he  followed  carpen- 
tering for  three  years.  He  then  clerked  in 
a  store  for  two  years,  after  which  he  took 
up  his  abode  on  a  farm.  Subsequently  he 
purchased  a  well  improved  tract  of  land  of 
seventy  acres.  He  also  farms  a  place  where 
he  now  resides  of  seventy  acres  and  he 
has  at  present  writing  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  his  home  place. 
He  likewise  farms  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  adjoining,  and  in  connection  with 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  is  conducting  a  dairy, 
the  product  of  which  finds  a  ready  sale  upon 
the  market  because  of  its  excellence.     He  is 


practical  in  all  that  he  does  and  his  methodi- 
cal work  and  persistency  of  purpose  have 
been  strong  elements  in  gaining  him  pros- 
perity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winkler  have  four  children, 
who  are  yet  living;  Anna,  a  young  lady  at 
home;  Etta,  the  wife  of  Harold  Burton,  a 
traveling  salesman;  Eosa,  at  home;  and 
Charles,  of  Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Winkler 
votes  with  the  democratic  party,  which  he 
has  supported  since  1896,  having  previous  to 
that  time  been  a  republican.  He  was  elected 
and  served  for  several  years  as  township  clerk, 
filling  the  ohice  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
several  years,  was  also  township  treasurer  and 
a  member  of  the  board  of  review.  Re-election 
continued  him  in  all  of  those  offices  for  some 
time  and  in  the  performance  of  his  duties 
he  was  ever  found  faithful,  prompt  and  re- 
liable. He  has  frequently  been  a  delegate 
to  county  conventions  and  for  twenty-two 
years  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board,  doing  effective  service  in  behalf  of 
education.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winkler  were  reared 
in  the  Catholic  faith  and  belong  to  the  church 
in  Mount  Clemens.  He  is  one  of  the  men  of 
Macomb  county  who  has  made  his  own  way 
from  his  youth,  for  he  started  out  in  life  with- 
out capital  or  the  assistance  of  influential 
friends.  He  has  by  hard  work,  good  business 
management  and  frugality  become  the  owner 
of  a  valuable  farm  and  a  good  home  and 
he  has  likewise  gained  an  honored  name  in  the 
land  of  his  adoption. 


ALBERT  A.  PARISOT,  M.  1). 

Dr.  Albert  A.  Parisot,  whose  careful  and 
thorough  preparation  for  his  chosen  profes- 
sion has  made  him  one  of  the  successful  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  of  Mount  Clemens,  now 
giving  his  attention  in  large  measure  to  a 
bathing  practice,  was  born  in  Cliff  Mine,  Ke- 
weenaw county,  Michigan,  April  30,  1864.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Gabriel  Parisot,  lived 
and  died  in  France.  The  father,  Theophile 
S.  Parisot,  was  a  native  of  France  and  came 
to  Michigan  fifty-two  years  ago,  settling  in 
Wayne  county.  Subsequent  to  his  marriage 
he  removed  to  the  North  Peninsula  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Phoenix  Mining  Com- 
pany, but  in  April,  1870,  he  came  to  Macomb 
county.  Here  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
died  in  1903,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
while  his  wife  is  now  living  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens. She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Marieanne 
Voiland  and  was  also  a  native  of  France.  Her 
father  Thebeau  Voiland,  was  one  of  the  early 
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settlers  of  Macomb  county,  locating  here  more 
than  a  half  century  ago  and  through  long 
years  he  followed  farming,  being  one  of  the 
worthy  pioneers  who  contributed  in  large 
measure  to  the  material  improvement  of  this 
part  of  the  state.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  Theophile  S.  Parisot  had 
four  brothers,  three  now  deceased,  while  Ferd- 
inand J.,  who  came  to  this  country  from 
France,  is  now  a  resident  of  Michigan.  He 
is  known  as  a  veteran  warrior,  having  par- 
ticipated in  the  Russian-Crimean  war  and 
also  the  Franco-Austrian  compaign  in  1859, 
and  from  1861  to  1866  he  aided  the  Italian 
government  in  suppressing  the  guerrillas,  for 
which  he  received  the  Italian  medal  of  honor 
from  Napoleon  the  third.  All  other  members 
of  this  branch  of  the  Parisot  family  lived  and 
died  in  France. 

Albert  A.  Parisot  is  indebted  to  the  public 
school  system  of  Macomb  county  for  the  early 
educational  privileges  he  enjoyed.  After  put- 
ting aside  his  text-books  he  returned  to  the 
scenes  of  his  boyhood,  being  engaged  in  min- 
ing in  northern  Michigan  for  a  short  time.  He 
afterward  clerked  for  the  firm  of  North, 
Kloeckner  &  Gardner,  at  Calumet,  Michigan, 
spending  two  years  in  a  general  store,  but 
realizing  in  the  meantime  the  value  of  edu- 
cation he  attended  the  Detroit  Business  Uni- 
versity, from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1888.  He  then  became  an  ac- 
countant for  the  firm  of  B.  Quello  &  Com- 
pany, in  Red  Jacket,  Michigan,  continuing 
with  that  house  for  a  year.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  year  he  removed  to  Montana, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  mining  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Amalgamated  Mining  Company. 
He  next  became  an  accountant  in  a  wholesale 
and  retail  store  in  Montana,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued for  one  year,  and  on  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  came  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens, hoping  to  recover  his  lost  health.  Here 
he  did  clerical  work  for  the  firm  of  Haller 
&  Company  for  two  years,  when,  having  de- 
termined to  enter  the  medical  profession,  he 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine.  During  his 
vacations  he  sailed  on  the  Great  Lakes,  being 
for  three  seasons  purser  on  different  vessels. 
He  completed  his  course  of  medicine  in  the 
Detroit  College  of  Medicine  in  1895  and  in 
order  to  still  further  promote  his  efficiency 
he  pursued  a  course  in  the  Chicago  Clinical 
School  in  1898.  Every  year  he  spends  his 
vacation  in  Chicago  or  in  the  east  attending 
clinical  lectures  and  hospital  work. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1896,  Dr.  Parisot 
entered  upon  the     practice     of  medicine  in 


Mount  Clemens  as  a  partner  of  Dr.  J.  F. 
O'Keefe,  of  the  firm  of  O'Keefe  &  Parisot, 
a  relation  which  was  maintained  for  two 
years.  The  partnership  was  then  dissolved 
and  Dr.  Parisot  continues  in  practice  alone, 
being  now  located  at  No.  46  Macomb  street. 
He  conducts  a  general  and  bathing  practice 
and  has  been  very  successful,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  he  has  had  to  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world  unaided  from  early  boy- 
hood. He  has  been  county  physician  since 
1899  and  in  his  private  practice  he  is  accord- 
ed a  large  and  liberal  patronage,  which  is 
indicative  of  the  trust  and  confidence  reposed 
in  him  by  his  fellow  townsmen. 

Dr.  Parisot  was  elected  mayor  of  Mount 
Clemens  on  the  republican  ticket  in  1903  and 
held  the  office  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of 
which  he  refused  a  re-election.  He  has,  how- 
ever, been  somewhat  active  in  political  circles 
and  he  won  his  election  by  a  handsome  ma- 
jority. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1898,  Dr.  Pari- 
sot was  married  to  Miss  Frances  C.  Lacey,  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Louisa  (Bell)  Lacey, 
of  Mount  Clemens.  Their  children  are:  Mer- 
lin A.  and  Leo  J.  Dr.  Parisot  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Foresters  and  the  For- 
esters of  America.  He  was  elected  grand 
knight  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  in  1903 
and  served  until  January  1,  1904.  He  is 
also  physician  for  that  order,  for  the  Wood- 
men and  the  Foresters  of  America.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Macomb  County  Medical  So- 
ciety and  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society 
and  thus  he  keeps  in  constant  touch  with  the 
advanced  thought  of  the  profession.  He  is  a 
man  of  strong  personality,  marked  individual- 
ity, cordial  manner,  kindly  disposition  and 
unfailing  courtesy,  and  these  qualities  have 
gained  for  him  the  warm  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact  either 
socially  or  professionally. 


WILLIAM  CONKLIN. 

William  Conklin  was  born  February  18, 
1818,  in  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  and  is 
a  son  of  Andrew  and  Pamelia  (Scott)  Conk- 
lin. The  father  was  born  on  Long  Island. 
In  the  maternal  line  Mr.  Conklin  comes  from 
Scotch  ancestry,  three  brothers  of  the  name 
of  Scott  having  emigrated  from  the  land  of 
the  heather  to  the  new  world.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  soldier  of 
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the  Revolutionary  war,  wounded  in  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill,  and  other  representatives  of 
the  name  were  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812, 
while  one  was  in  the  Black  Hawk  war  and 
afterward  became  manager  of  the  Terre 
Haute  &  Indiana  Railroad.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  commissioners  who  settled  the  difficul- 
ties brought  about  by  the  Black  Hawk  war. 
Andrew  Conklin  remained  a  resident  of  the 
Empire  state  throughout  his  entire  life,  his 
death  occurring  in  Niagara  county.  New 
York.  His  widow  afterward  came  to  Michi- 
gan with  her  son  Delos  Conklin,  making  the 
trip  in  1842,  and  they  also  lived  for  a  year 
in  Wisconsin.  Delos  Conklin  took  up  gov- 
ernment land,  constituting  the  farm  upon 
which  his  brother  William  now  resides.  He 
wras  born  in  1808,  and  for  many  years  was 
an  enterprising  agriculturist  of  Macomb 
county.  Besides  William  and  Delos  there  were 
five  sisters  in  the  family,  one  of  whom  is  still 
living  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years  and  is 
a  resident  of  Memphis,  Michigan. 

William  Conklin  had  but  limited  education- 
al privileges  but  his  training  at  farm  labor 
was  not  meager.  When  a  boy  he  began  work 
in  the  fields  and  when  also  in  his  teens  he 
learned  the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  bought  his  first 
land  in  Richmond  township,  becoming  the 
owner  of  sixty  acres  and  later  he  purchased 
forty-two  acres  in  Armada  township.  His 
brother  owned  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  land  which  is  now  in  possession  of 
a  nephew  of  AVilliam  Conklin.  Through- 
out his  entire  business  career  William 
Conklin  has  been  identified  either  with 
coopering  or  with  farming  interests  and  his 
untiring  labor  and  good  business  judgment 
have  constituted  the  basis  of  his  success,  lie 
is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  in  Berlin  town- 
ship, St.  Clair  county. 

Delos  Conklin  was  twice  married,  his  first 
union  being  with  a  Miss  Stewart.  Follow- 
ing her  death  he  married  Eliza  Spencer,  by 
whom  he  had  one  child,  Henry  D.  Conklin, 
wdiose  birth  occurred  July  18,  1853.  The 
mother's  death  occurred  only  a  few  days 
later,  but  the  father  survived  until  1877,  when 
he  passed  away,  leaving  his  son  Henry,  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  early  history 
of  the  family.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Armada  and  has  ahvays  carried  on  general 
farming.  Like  his  father  he  has  been  a  sup- 
porter of  the  republican  party  and  filled  the 
office  of  pathmaster.  He  attends  the  Congre- 
gational church,  in  which  the  family  have  long 
been  identified,  his  father  having  struck  the 


first  blow  in  the  present  Congregational 
church  in  Armada.  The  name  Conklin  is 
closely  associated  with  the  early  development 
of  this  part  of  the  state  and  no  history  of 
Macomb  county  would  be  complete  without 
mention  of  the  representatives  of  the  name. 


STEPHEN  H.  WHITNEY. 

Stephen  H.  Whitney,  living  on  section  8, 
Macomb  towmship,  has  made  farming  his  life 
work  and  is  now  operating  a  tract  of  land 
of  two  hundred  and  seven  acres,  which  in  its 
well  improved  condition  indicates  his  care- 
ful management  and  capable  methods.  He 
was  born  in  Macomb  township,  May  12, 
1850.  His  father,  John  Whitney,  was  a  na- 
tive of  NewT  York  and  in  early  manhood 
came  west  to  Michigan,  casting  in  his  lot 
with  the  pioneer  settlers  at  a  time  when  the 
greater  part  of  this  state  was  wild  and  un- 
improved. He  entered  land  from  the  gov- 
ernment in  Macomb  township,  becoming  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
which  he  soon  transformed  into  a  valuable 
tract,  carrying  on  the  work  of  improvement 
and  progress  until  he  owned  an  excellent 
property.  He  was  married  here  to  Miss 
Phoebe  Nelson,  a  native  of  England,  who 
came  to  this  country  when  a  child  with  her 
father,  Richard  Nelson,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  this  portion  of  the  state.  John 
Whitney  and  his  wife  reared  their  family 
upon  the  old  homestead  farm  and  continued 
to  reside  there  until  called  to  their  final  rest, 
the  husband  surviving  his  wife  for  a  number 
of  years.  Of  their  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  two  sons  and  one  daughter  are 
yet  living,  the  brother,  Cortland  Whitney, 
being  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens,  while 
Electa  M.  Whitney  is  now  the  wife  of  Julian 
Axtell  of  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Stephen  H.  Whitney  was  reared  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  obtaining  his 
education  in  the  home  schools  and  working 
in  the  fields  when  not  busy  with  his  text- 
books. He  remained  with  his  father  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority  and  then  made 
arrangements  for  having  a  home  of  his  own 
by  his  marriage  on  the  11th  of  April,  1872,  to 
Miss  Emma  S.  Immen,  a  native  of  Macomb 
county,  born  in  New  Baltimore.  Her  father, 
John  H.  Immen,  was  born  in  London,  Eng- 
land, and  came  to  Michigan  when  this  was 
largely  an  undeveloped  portion  of  the  state. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney  began  their  life 
upon  a  farm  which  he  rented  for  three  years, 


MR.  AND  MRS.  S.    H.   WHITNEY 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  MACOMB  COUNTY 


5ii 


and  in  1875  he  bought  where  he  now  resides, 
securing  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres 
of  land  which  he  at  once  began  to  cultivate 
and  improve.  He  made  various  repairs  and 
changes,  continuing  the  work  of  develop- 
ment until  good  buildings  sheltered  his  grain 
and  stock  and  the  fields  yielded  him  rich  har- 
vests. As  he  prospered  in  his  undertakings 
and  his  financial  resources  were  thereby  in- 
creased he  added  to  his  land  from  time  to 
time  until  he  now  has  about  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  and  in  connection  with  the 
cultivation  of  the  fields  he  raises  good  stock, 
making  a  specialty  of  high  grade  and  pure 
blooded  Durham  cattle.  He  fattens  and 
feeds  stock  for  the  market  and  his  annual 
sales  return  him  a  good  income.  In  his  busi- 
ness relations  he  is  found  to  be  trustworthy, 
conducting  all  transactions  so  that  while  he 
realizes  a  fair  profit  he  never  takes  advan- 
tage of  the  necessities  of  his  fellowmen. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney  have  become  the 
parents  of  seven  children:  Florence  L. ; 
Clara  E.,  the  wife  of  Orvil  Davis,  who  is  liv- 
ing at  Davis,  Michigan ;  Bertha  F.,  the  wife 
of  Robert  B.  Miller,  who  was  educated  at 
Mount  Clemens  and  is  a  teacher  of  Macomb 
county;  Grace  P.,  the  wife  of  John  E.  Hall, 
who  is  also  a  teacher  and  was  educated  in 
Mount  Clemens;  Maude  C,  who  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  Mount  Clemens  high  school;  Clarence, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  and 
John  H.,  a  student  in  the  Macomb  school. 

Mr.  Whitney's  study  of  the  political  ques- 
tions and  issues  of  the  day  led  him  to  give 
his  first  presidential  ballot  in  support  of 
General  U.  S.  Grant  and  he  has  since  been 
a  stanch  and  earnest  republican.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  at  Macomb  and  he  has  served 
as  one  of  its  trustees.  He  is  affiliated  with 
the  Maccabees  and  the  Gleaners,  fraternal 
insurance  orders,  and  he  is  well  known  so- 
cially, having  many  warm  friends  who  es- 
teem him  for  the  possession  of  sterling  traits 
of  character. 


EDWARD  GRAHAM  FOLSOM,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Edward  Graham  Folsom,  engaged  in 
the  general  practice  of  medicine  in  Mount 
Clemens,  where  he  is  also  filling  the  position 
of  postmaster,  giving  to  the  city  a  practical, 
businesslike  administration,  was  born  in  At- 
tica, Wyoming  county,  New  York,  May  25, 
1854,  and  in  the  paternal  line  is  descended 
from  one  of  the  old  families  of  Massachusetts, 


the  original  American  ancestors  coming  from 
England  in  1630.  His  father,  George  P.  Fol- 
som, was  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and 
pursued  his  education  in  Williams  College  and 
the  Auburn  Theological  Seminary.  Being  or- 
dained a  clergyman  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  he  entered  upon  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry at  Attica,  New  York,  in  1852.  His  last 
days  were  spent  in  Mount  Clemens,  where  he 
died  November  12,  1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  His  widow  still  survives  him  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Lillias  Graham  Fraser  and 
was  born  in  Scotland,  her  birthplace  being  on 
the  isle  of  Isla.  She  was  only  three  years  of 
age  when  brought  to  America  by  her  parents, 
who  located  first  at  Goderich,  Canada. 

When  Dr.  Folsom  was  five  years  old  his 
parents  removed  to  Geneseo,  New  York,  and 
he  afterward  attended  Temple  Hill  Academy 
until  1869,  when  he  became  a  student  in  Lake 
Forest  Academy,  at  Lake  Forest,  Illinois.  He 
pursued  a  course  there  and  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years  he  began  clerking  in  the  store 
of  John  Y.  Farwell,  in  Chicago.  He  was  thus 
employed  until  October,  1871,  when  the  great 
Chicago  fire  occurred.  He  afterward  returned 
to  Geneseo,  New  York,  where  he  was  employed 
in  a  store  for  three  years,  after  which  he  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  medicine,  his  reading 
being  directed  by  James  A.  West,  M.  D.,  for 
a  year.  In  the  fall  of  1875  he  entered  the 
Chicago  Homeopathic  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  March  5,  1877.  He  began  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Albion,  New  York, 
where  he  remained  for  a  year,  spent  a  similar 
period  in  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  and  then  located 
for  practice  in  Oak  Park,  Illinois,  where  he 
continued  until  1882.  The  succeeding  two 
years  were  passed  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 
and  in  June,  1884,  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens, 
where  he  has  since  engaged  in  the  general 
practice  of  medicine.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Macomb  County,  Michigan  State  and  Ameri- 
can Medical  Associations  and  has  presided  at 
various  meetings  of  these  organizations,  keep- 
ing in  close  touch  with  the  progress  that  is 
constantly  being  made  by  the  profession. 

During  his  residence  in  Mount  Clemens, 
covering  twenty-one  years,  Dr.  Folsom  has 
held  office  for  seventeen  years.  He  was  health 
officer  for  nine  years,  was  secretary  of  the 
Macomb  county  board  of  pension  examiners 
for  four  years  and  in  1901  was  appointed 
postmaster  by  President  McKinley  and  is  now 
filling  that  office,  giving  a  most  satisfactory 
administration.  His  ancestors  were  whigs  and 
he  has  always  been  a  republican,  never  falter- 
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ing  in  his  allegiance  to  the  party,  while  in  its 
local  ranks  he  is  known  as  an  active  and  ef- 
fective worker.  He  has  served  for  six  years 
as  treasurer  of  the  republican  county  com- 
mittee. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1878,  Dr.  Fol- 
som  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  F.  Miller,  of 
Chicago,  a  daughter  of  Albion  R.  and  Mar- 
tha (Tambling)  Miller,  formerly  of  Potsdam, 
New  York.  Their  children  are  Claude  Miller, 
Elizabeth  Graham,  George  Albion,  Edward 
Graham,  Jr.,  and  Robert  Fitch.  Dr.  Folsom 
and  his  family  are  widely  known  and  occupy 
an  enviable  position  in  the  social  circles  of  the 
city.  He  holds  membership  relations  with  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America  and  with  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  his  professional  career,  his  politi- 
cal record  and  his  private  life  alike  commend 
him  to  the  good  will  and  esteem  of  those  with 
whom  he  is  daily  brought  in  contact. 


CHARLES  IT.  JONES. 

Charles  H.  Jones,  who  is  living  a  retired 
life  in  Meade,  and  known  for  many  years  as 
a  wide-awake,  practical  and  progressive  agri- 
culturist in*  Macomb  county,  is  still  the  owner 
of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
which  is  well  improved  and  constitutes  a  valu- 
able property.  His  birth  occurred  in  Ray, 
Michigan,  July  8,  1840.  His  father,  James 
Jones,  was  a  native  of  London,  England,  born 
in  1803,  and  there  he  was  reared  to  manhood, 
locating  in  the  state  of  New  York  when  a 
young  man.  He  was  married  in  Rochester, 
New  York,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Funnell,  also 
a  native  of  England,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  on  the  same  vessel  on  which  her  hus- 
band crossed  the  Atlantic.  Their  acquaint- 
ance was  begun  during  that  voyage  and  for 
a  year  after  their  marriage  they  remained  in 
Rochester,  New  York,  coming  thence  to  Michi- 
gan about  1830.  They  settled  in  Macomb 
township,  Macomb  county,  and  later  Mr. 
Jones  returned  to  England,  where  he  secured 
some  money  and  then  again  coming  to  Amer- 
ica he  purchased  government  land  and  opened 
up  a  farm  on  section  12,  Ray  township.  He 
at  first  had  eighty  acres  from  which  he  cleared 
the  brush  and  trees  and  afterward  plowed 
and  planted  the  fields  until  they  returned  him 
good  crops.  Thus  he  opened  up  a  farm  and 
later  in  life  he  extended  its  boundaries  by 
the  purchase  of  additional  acreage.  He  also 
owned  land  in  different  counties,  his  posses- 
sions aggregating  about  five  hundred  acres. 


He  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  trustworthy 
and  influential  farmers  of  his  locality.  He 
made  several  trips  across  the  Atlantic  to  his 
old  home,  crossing  the  water  thirteen  times. 
He  took  great  delight  in  travel  and  visited 
every  portion  of  the  United  States,  thus  gain- 
ing an  intimate  knowledge  of  his  adopted 
country  as  well  as  of  his  native  land.  He  was 
a  financier,  capable,  alert  and  enterprising  in 
all  business  matters,  and  through  the  careful 
conduct  of  his  varied  interests  he  won  the 
success  that  enabled  him  in  his  later  years  to 
Jive  retired  in  New  Haven.  There  he  died  in 
1895  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
He  was  a  democrat  in  his  political  affiliation 
where  national  issues  were  involved.  His 
wife  passed  away  in  New  Haven  in  1879. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all 
of  whom  reached  mature  years  and  of  this 
number  three  sons  and  three  daughters  are 
yet  living,  namely:  Charles  II.,  Robert  and 
David  F.,  who  are  residents  of  this  county 
and  are  represented  on  another  page  of  this 
work ;  Mrs.  Mary  Brownlee,  of  Detroit ;  Celes- 
tia,  the  wife  of  John  B.  Lafurgey,  of  Chester- 
field; and  Ida,  the  wife  of  Russell  Hazelton, 
a  farmer  of  Ray  township. 

Charles  II.  Jones  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Macomb  township  upon  his  father's  farm, 
no  event  of  special  importance  occurring  to 
vary  the  routine  of  farm  life  for  him  in  his 
boyhood  and  youth.  He  was  educated  in  the 
country  schools  and  remained  upon  the  old 
homestead  until  grown,  assisting  materially 
in  carrying  on  the  farm.  In  early  manhood 
he  sought  a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's 
journey,  being  married  in  Chesterfield  Sep- 
tember 24,  1865,  to  Miss  Celestia  Hart,  a 
daughter  of  Putnam  Hart,  a  native  of  New 
York,  who  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young 
man  and  was  married  here  to  Louisa  Craw- 
ford, a  native  of  the  Empire  state.  She  had 
arrived  in  Michigan  when  a  maiden  of  eleven 
summers.  Mr.  Hart  followed  farming  in 
Chesterfield  township  and  it  was  there  that 
Mrs.  Jones  was  born,  reared  and  educated. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Jones  followed 
farming  in  Chesterfield  township  for  seven 
years,  beginning  his  domestic  life  upon  a 
small  tract  of  land  of  forty  acres.  Later  he 
sold  that  property  and  located  in  Macomb 
township.  There  he  had  eighty  acres,  which 
he  began  to  farm,  making  substantial  im- 
provements thereon.  He  built  a  good  resi- 
dence and  barn,  planted  an  orchard  and  shade 
trees,  set  up  a  wind-pump,  fenced  his  fields 
and  continued  the  work  of  improvement  until 
his  efforts  resulted  in  the  development  of  a 
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fine  property.  He  raised  grain  and  stock  and 
also  conducted  a  dairy,  and  his  business  af- 
fairs were  managed  with  systematic  care  and 
precision.  He  removed  from  his  farm  in 
March,  1902,  at  which  time  he  purchased  two 
acres  of  land  in  Meade  and  built  a  neat  home 
there,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  retired, 
having  rented  his  farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  nine  are  living,  as  follows : 
Fred  J.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee;  Frank 
P.,  who  is  now  connected  with  the  Meade 
Creamery;  Jessie,  the  wrife  of  Ward  Conklin, 
a  farmer  of  Macomb  county;  Jennie  B.,  the 
wife  of  Clyde  Reed,  of  Detroit;  Hattie,  the 
wife  of  Merton  Dennison,  of  Macomb  town- 
ship ;  Louisa  E.,  the  wife  of  Marvin  Houton, 
a  lumber  merchant  of  McDonald,  Tennessee; 
Vena  K.,  the  wife  of  Ward  Switzer,  a  jeweler, 
of  Mount  Clemens;  Elizabeth  Ann,  a  teacher 
in  Macomb  township ;  and  Addie  M.,  a  stu- 
dent in  the  County  Normal  at  New  Baltimore. 
They  also  lost  one  daughter,  Ella  L.,  who  died 
in  early  womanhood,  in  1895. 

Like  the  other  members  of  the  family 
Charles  H.  Jones  gives  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  democracy,  but  aside  from  casting  his 
ballot  in  support  of  the  measures  of  the  party 
has  never  been  active  in  politics.  His  labors 
in  behalf  of  agricultural  development,  how- 
ever, have  been  notable.  He  has  worked  per- 
sistently and  earnestly  for  the  acquirement 
of  a  comfortable  competence  and  now  that 
his  labors  have  been  rewarded  he  is  enjoying 
a  well  merited  rest  in  the  midst  of  the  fruits 
of  his  former  toil. 


OSMAN  B.  EVANS. 

Osiiian  B.  Evans,  a  traveling  salesman  re- 
siding at  Richmond,  is  numbered  among  the 
native  sons  of  St.  Clair  county,  Michigan, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Kimball,  August 
9,  1859.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  Brison  Ev- 
ans, who  wras  born  in  Cork,  Ireland,  in  1835. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Gloss,  who  became  the 
adopted  daughter  of  Samuel  Baker,  a  native 
of  New  York,  who  was  a  Methodist  preacher 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1842,  locating  at 
Richmond,  where  he  spent  his  remaining 
days,  his  death  occurring  in   1866. 

Charles  B.  Evans  w7as  a  little  lad  of  six 
summers  when  brought  to  America  in  1841. 
He  became  a  resident  of  St.  Clair  county, 
Michigan,  where  he  remained  until  1860 
when   he   removed  to   Macomb   county,   set- 


tling two  and  a  half  miles  northeast  of  Rich- 
mond on  section  24,  Richmond  township. 
There  he  continued  throughout  his  active 
life  and  the  farm  which  he  owned  and  op- 
erated is  still  in  possession  of  the  family. 
He  wras  a  man  of  genuine  moral  worth  in 
all  life's  relations,  and  he  held  membership 
with  the  Methodist  church  and  gave  his  po- 
litical support  to  the  republican  party.  He 
had  fifteen  children,  ten  of  whom  wrere  born 
of  his  first  marriage  and  five  by  the  second. 

Osman  B.  Evans,  the  eldest  child,  spent 
his  school  days  in  St.  Clair  county  and  con- 
tinued on  the  old  homestead  farm  until  his 
marriage,  during  which  time  he  gained  inti- 
mate and  practical  knowledge  of  the  best 
methods  of  tilling  the  soil.  He  chose  Miss 
May  A.  Chubb  as  a  companion  and  helpmate 
for  life's  journey,  their  marriage  being  cele- 
brated November  2,  1892.  She  was  born  in 
Ray  township,  Macomb  county,  August  6, 
1867.  Her  father,  Joseph  Chubb,  wTas  born 
in  November,  1822,  and  married  Clarissa  R. 
Lathrop,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  in  1826,  and  died  in  1894.  The 
grandfather,  Joseph  Chubb,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1780,  and  married  Asenath 
Stevens.  He  had  an  ancestor  who  served 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The  grand- 
father came  to  Macomb  county  in  1825 
and  secured  a  homestead  in  Ray  township, 
where  he  lived  for  many  years  as  a  respected 
citizen.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three 
children,  William,  Joseph  and  Sallie.  Fol- 
lowing the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married 
her  sister,  Maria  Stevens,  and  their  children 
are  David,  Elijah,  Mrs.  Lucinda  Lee,  Polly, 
Edwin  and  Lucretia.  The  first  two  and  the 
last  two  are  still  living  and  Elijah  resides 
near  Detroit,  while  the  others  are  residents 
of  Macomb  county. 

Joseph  Chubb,  father  of  Mrs.  Evans,  was 
entirely  a  self-made  man.  He  did  not  learn 
his  alphabet  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age  and  his  education  was  obtained  through 
his  unaided  efforts.  While  earning  his  own 
living  he  utilized  leisure  hours  for  study 
and  spent  a  few  winter  seasons  in  school.  In 
1863  he  entered  the  Michigan  University  at 
Ann  Arbor  and  was  graduated  from  the  law 
department  in  1865,  after  which  he  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in 
Ray  township.  In  1872  he  removed  to  New 
Haven,  where  he  continued  in  practice  until 
1876,  when  he  removed  to  the  village  of 
Ridgeway,  now  Richmond,  here  residing  un- 
til his  death  in  1892.  Owing  to  a  crippled 
limb  he  was  unable  to  enter  the  army  at  the 
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time  of  the  Civil  war  but  served  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  as  a  recruiting;  officer  and  was 
deputy  provost  marshal.  In  politics  he  was 
a  stanch  republican  for  a  number  of  years 
and  afterward  a  prohibitionist,  having  al- 
ways been  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  cause 
of  temperance.  Although  handicapped  some- 
what physically  he  lived  a  most  active  and 
useful  life  and  for  ten  years  was  extensively 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  He  had 
two  children,  the  son  being  Theodore  Chubb, 
now  of  Lenox  township,  The  daughter,  Mrs. 
Evans,  spent  her  school  days  in  Richmond 
and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in 
1886,  after  which  she  followed  teaching  for 
six  years  in  Macomb  and  St.  Clair  counties. 
In  1892  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  removed  to 
Lenox,  where  they  now  have  a  pleasant  home 
noted  for  its  gracious  and  warm-hearted 
hospitality.  For  the  past  eight  years  he 
has  been  upon  the  road  as  traveling  sales- 
man for  the  Port  Huron  Engine  &  Thresher 
Company.  He  has  been  a  school  trustee  for 
four  years  and  in  1905  was  elected  president 
of  the  village.  He  belongs  to  Richmond 
lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Mount  Clemens 
chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He  is  also  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Improved 
Order  of  Foresters  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  His  manner  is  social  and  cordial 
and  he  has  become  popular  upon  the  road 
as  well  as  in  the  place  of  his  residence,  hav- 
ing many  warm  friends  among  his  business 
patrons  as  well  as  among  those  whom  he 
meets  socially. 


PETER  DANIELS  LERICIL 

Peter  D.  Lerich  is  a  representative  farmer 
and  the  oldest  living  resident  of  Macomb 
county.  His  life  has  been  noble  in  many 
respects  and  no  history  of  this  portion  of 
the  state  would  be  complete  without  his 
record.  He  was  born  May  20,  1810,  in  Green- 
wich township,  Warren  county,  New  Jersey, 
a  son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Daniels)  Le- 
rich. The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  na- 
tive of  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution  and  served  as  a 
commissioned  officer.  He  had  a  great  deal  of 
continental  money  and  with  this  he  went 
to  New  Jersey  to  buy  land.  There  he  ac- 
quired a  large  tract  of  land  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  engaged  in  the  operation  of 
flour,  plaster  and  sawmills.  He  had  eleven 
children  by  his  first  marriage,  six  sons  and 
five  daughters,  of  whom  Isaac  Lerich  was 
the  second.     When  Isaac  was  on  his  death 


bed  he  told  his  son  Peter  never  to  touch 
a  drop  of  intoxicating  liquor  and  this  ad- 
vice the  son  faithfully  followed. 

Isaac  Lerich  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812  and  Mr.  Lerich  of  this  review  well  re- 
members seeing  his  father  in  his  uniform. 
He  died  in  New  Jersey,  after  which  his 
widow  became  the  wife  of  William  Cougle, 
of  that  state,  who  also  died  in  New  Jersey. 
Many  experiences  and  hardships  incident  to 
pioneer  life  were  borne  by  her  and  she  per- 
formed much  arduous  toil,  aiding  in  shearing 
sheep  in  her  early  womanhood. 

Peter  D.  Lerich  was  the  second  of  three 
children,  his  brother  Robert  dying  in  Michi- 
gan, while  his  sister  Margaret  Ann  died  at 
the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.     He 
is  thus  the  only  survivor  of  the  family.     He 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  New  Jersey 
in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,     On  the 
18th  of  April,  1835,  he  married  Sarah  Fish- 
bough,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Margaret 
(Oglethorpe)  Fishbough,  the  latter  a  lineal 
descendant  of  James  Oglethorpe,  the  founder 
of  the  colony  of  Georgia,     She  was  a  noted 
singer  and  sang  in  public  many  well  known 
slavery  songs,  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
anti-slavery  movement.    Mrs.  Lerich  ?s  father 
was  of  German  lineage,   was  born  in   New 
Jersey    and    engaged    in    teaching,    being    a 
noted  educator  of  that  day.     She  received 
her  early  education  in  the   schools   of  that 
state  and  announced  her  desire  to  attend  a 
country  rather  than  a  town   school,   telling 
her  guardian  that  the  teacher  of  the  former 
could  instruct  her  in  geography,  while  that 
branch   of  learning  was   not   taught   in   the 
town  school.     She  fed  and  milked  five  cows 
every  morning  and  evening  in  order  to  pay 
for  her  board  and  she  walked  two  miles  to 
the    schoolhouse,    often    through    snow    and 
mud.     She  was  born  of  poor  parents  in   a 
log  cabin  and  her  mother's  birth  was  also 
in  a  similar  building.     Mrs.  Lerich  had  one 
brother    and    one    sister,    the    former    being 
William,    who   became   a   noted    author,    his 
books    being    widely    circulated.     In    early 
manhood  he  was  a  Universalist  preacher  and 
later  served  as  private  secretary  to  Andrew 
Jackson    Davis.      Elizabeth    Fishbough,    the 
youngest  member  of  the  family,  became  the 
wife  of  Larman  Chatfield,  a  noted  Methodist 
preacher  of  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  who 
was  numbered  among  the  pioneer  ministers 
of  this  part  of  the  state  and  afterward  served 
as  presiding  elder. 

Mr.  Lerich  came  west  in  1835,  traveling 
by  water  from  Brunswick,   New  Jersey,  to 
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New  York,  thence  up  the  Hudson,  by  the 
Erie  canal  to  Buffalo  and  by  lake  to  Detroit, 
which  was  then  a  small  place.  His  mother 
had  sold  her  land  in  New  Jersey  and  bought 
land  here.  Mr.  Lerich  intended  to  go  farther 
west  but  his  wife  fell  from  the  wagon  and 
broke  her  arm  when  near  Royal  Oak,  thir- 
teen miles  north  of  Detroit.  This  caused 
him  to  remain  in  eastern  Michigan  and  he 
purchased  land  from  Nathaniel  C.  Nara- 
more,  upon  which  were  two  log  houses  and 
a  barn,  the  tract  comprising  two  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.  To  this  he  afterward  ad- 
ded one  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres,  which 
is  still  known  as  the  Springhill  farm.  He 
also  bought  other  land  in  Will  county,  Illi- 
nois, near  Joliet,  and  altogether  had  eleven 
hundred  acres,  a  part  of  which  he  purchased 
for  ten  shillings  per  acre  and  afterward  sold 
for  twenty  dollars  per  acre. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lerich  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children  but  only  three  are  living.  Will- 
iam F.,  born  in  1840,  was  a  member  of  the 
Fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  during 
the  Civil  war  and  was  wounded  at  Charles 
City  crossroads.  He  married  Elizabeth  Par- 
rish,  near  Utica,  and  died  in  1883,  leaving 
a  son  and  daughter,  William  F.  and  Sarah. 
Isaac  N.,  born  in  1842,  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry 
and  was  wounded  and  lay  on  the  battle-field 
for  fourteen  days,  after  which  he  was  taken 
prisoner.  Following  his  convalescence  he 
was  made  a  captain  and  afterward  major 
at  San  Antonio,  Texas.  There  he  married 
Emma  Duller  and  died  in  1883,  survived  by 
six  children.  Cleantha,  born  May  14,  1838, 
became  the  wife  of  Grant  Underwood,  living 
near  Rochester,  Michigan.  Later  they  re- 
moved to  Nebraska.  Mrs.  Underwood  died 
in  April,  1904.  They  had  six  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Sarah,  born  June  27,  1848,  is  the 
widow  of  Walter  Miller  and  resides  in  Kene- 
saw,  Nebraska.  She  had  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  but  only  three  sons  are  yet  liv- 
ing. Lillian,  born  July  6,  1854,  is  an  artist 
and  the  wife  of  Willis  Miller,  of  Oxford, 
Michigan,  by  whom  she  has  one  son,  Mau- 
rice. Margaretta,  born  March  3,  1836,  Hale 
born  March  20,  1851,  Joseph,  born  January 
25,  1856,  and  Jamie,  born  September  10, 
1858,  all  died  in  infancy.  Liberetta  E.,  born 
January  20,  1845,  has  spent  most  of  her  life 
in  Macomb  county.  In  1865  she  became  the 
wife  of  Addison  J.  Green,  the  oldest  child 
of  Calvin  and  Louisa  (Baldwin)  Green.  Cal- 
vin Green  was  an  extensive  farmer  of  Oak- 
land county.     He  came  from  New  York  to 


Michigan  with  his  father,  James  Green,  and 
settled  in  Oakland  county  at  an  early  period 
in  its  development.  Addison  J.  Green,  also 
a  progressive  farmer  of  Macomb  county,  was 
one  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are 
still  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Mary  Sprague 
and  Mrs.  Lucy  Sprague,  of  Pontiac,  Michi- 
gan; and  Mrs,  Avis  Keyes,  who  resides  in 
that  locality.  Addison  Green  died  May  25, 
1905,  leaving  besides  his  widow  three  sons 
and  three  daughters :  Gerls  T.,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Kessel,  of  Oxford,  and  conducts 
a  meat  market  at  that  place ;  Loa,  a  teacher 
of  science  in  the  high  school  of  Big  Rapids ; 
Cleo,  who  was  educated  at  Utica  and  after 
teaching  school  for  two  years  near  Mount 
Clemens  has  resided  in  Utica,  caring  for  her 
aged  grandfather  since  1898;  Benjamin  C, 
of  Lapeer,  who  married  Josie  Hollister,  of 
Oxford,  and  has  a  son  and  daughter ;  Wallace 
A.,  a  stockdealer  of  Oxford;  and  Bretta  E., 
the  wife  of  John  L.  Wallace,  of  Drumbo,  On- 
tario, by  whom  she  has  one  son. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lerich  went  through  the  usu- 
al experiences  of  pioneer  life.  Money  was 
very  scarce  in  those  early  days  and  wras  not 
to  be  depended  upon,  for  it  was  issued  by 
banks  without  apparent  security  by  which 
the  bills  could  be  redeemed.  They  fluctuated 
greatly  in  value  and  land  values  were  equal- 
ly unstable.  The  money  was  called  red  dog 
and  wild  cat  currency  or  by  other  names 
equally  fanciful.  The  people  saw  very  hard 
times  and  starvation  seemed  to  threaten  many 
a  family  at  an  early  day.  In  one  year  the  early 
settlers  used  their  ashes  and  got  from  them 
salt  wrhich  they  took  to  the  town  and  traded 
for  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  rates  of 
postage  were  exorbitant  and  Mr.  Lerich  tells 
that  the  first  letter  he  received  had  a  postage 
of  seventy-five  cents  upon  it,  but  the  letter 
contained  two  hundred  dollars,  so  that  he  did 
not  demur  in  paying  that  amount.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  strong  temperance  man  and 
would  not  sell  his  grain  to  the  distilleries. 
At  one  time  he  evidenced  his  dislike  to  the 
business  by  salting  some  corn  with  which 
he  had  to  pay  a  note.  This  prevented  the 
corn  from  fermenting  quickly  enough  to  be 
used  for  distilling  purposes.  The  man  to 
whom  he  gave  the  corn  was  very  indignant 
and  claimed  he  could  not  feed  it  to  his  stock 
as  it  might  kill  the  hogs,  but  Mr.  Lerich  said 
that  he  would  pay  for  all  the  hogs  killed  by 
salted  corn.  He  has  always  been  a  champion 
of  right  and  progress.  He  first  voted  for 
Birney,  being  one  of  the  first  seventy  in  the 
United  States  who  cast  a  ballot  for  the  aboli- 
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tion  candidate.  The  second  time  Birney  re- 
ceived about  seven  hundred  votes.  Mr.  Le- 
rich  was  a  very  strong  anti-slavery  man  and 
did  all  he  could  to  further  the  cause,  and 
when  the  crisis  came  he  gave  two  sons  to 
the  Union  army. 

In  1889,  realizing  that  old  age  was  fast 
coming  upon  them,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lerich  sold 
the  old  home,  Springhill,  and  removed  to 
the  Fishbough  cottage,  a  half  mile  west  of 
Utica,  wilich  Mrs.  Lerich  had  previously  pur- 
chased and  to  which  she  gave  her  girlhood 
name.  Here  she  passed  away  in  May,  1898. 
Mr.  Lerich  is  one  of  the  most  estimable  men 
of  Macomb  county,  of  strong  character  and 
stalwart  purpose,  He  is  to-day  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  in  this  part  of  Michigan  and 
is  the  patriarch  of  Macomb  county.  With 
the  efficient  care  of  his  granddaughter,  Miss 
Cleo,  he  bids  fair  to  reach  the  century  mark 
only  four  years  away. 


MERTON  B.  SMITH. 

There  is  no  single  agency  which  has  exer- 
cised a  more  potent  influence  than  the  press 
in  the  promotion  and  conservation  of  advance- 
ment in  all  the  normal  lines  of  human  prog- 
ress. The  press  is  both  the  director  and  mir- 
ror of  public  opinion,  and  Macomb  county  has 
been  signally  favored  in  the  character  of  its 
newspapers  which  have  aimed  to  advance  its 
interests  and  have  assisted  in  laying  fast  and 
sure  the  foundations  of  an  enlightened  com- 
monwealth. Mr.  Smith  of  this  review  is  pop- 
ular in  Romeo,  where  he  conducts  a  well-edit- 
ed paper,  The  Romeo  Observer,  which  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  journalism  in  Mich- 
igan. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  October  25,  1868,  in 
the  city  where  he  yet  resides,  his  parents  be- 
ing Timothy  A.  and  Mary  L.  Smith.  The 
father  came  to  Michigan  from  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  in  1852,  and  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  until  1875,  when  he  went 
upon  the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman.  He 
died  June  1,  1896,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of 
his  age,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Delhi, 
New  York,  August  9,  1831.  His  wife,  Mary 
Laurissa  Prentiss,  who  was  born  in  Romeo, 
October  4,  1835,  passed  away  August  27, 
1888. 

Merton  B.  Smith  was  a  student  in  the  vil- 
lage schools  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when, 
having  finished  the  work  of  the  seventh  grade 
in  the  high  school,  he  entered  the  office  of  The 
Romeo  Observer  as  a  printer  and  with  this 


paper  has  since  been  connected  as  employe 
or  owner.  He  purchased  the  plant  and  build- 
ing of  the  late  George  A.  Waterbury,  Decem- 
ber 4,  1894,  and  has  since  given  his  energies 
to  the  conduct  of  the  paper,  which  in  its 
make-up  presents  a  neat  appearance  and  in  its 
composition  is  a  bright,  newsy  journal,  treat- 
ing in  interesting  manner  the  local  events  and 
the  questions  of  national  interest.  The  Ob- 
server is  also  the  champion  of  republican 
principles,  for  Mr.  Smith  believes  firmly  in 
that  party.  He  was  elected  on  that  ticket  to 
the  office  of  village  president  in  1895,  serving 
for  one  term.  He  was  village  trustee  from 
1901  until  1903 ;  village  treasurer  from  1889 
until  1901;  and  was  again  elected  to  that 
office  in  1903,  serving  until  1905,  so  that  his 
incumbency  in  that  position  covered  four 
terms. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  December  19,  1894, 
in  Romeo,  to  Miss  Grace  D.  Millen,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Captain  and  Mrs.  William  F.  Millen,  of 
Romeo.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  Ro- 
meo lodge,  No.  41,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  which  he 
joined  in  1889.  The  following  year  he  became 
a  member  of  Romeo  chapter,  No.  17,  R.  A.  M. ; 
in  1892  of  Romeo  cdmmandery,  No.  6,  K.  T. ; 
in  1895  of  Moslem  Temple,  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine  of  Detroit;  in  1897  he  joined 
the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters;  and  in 
1903  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  kindly  disposition  and  unfail- 
ing courtesy,  enjoying  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  him  and  the  friendship  of  many  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


OTIS  B.  MALLOW,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Otis  B.  Mallow,  who  is  devoting  his  at- 
tention to  bathing  practice  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens and  has  now  a  liberal  patronage,  was  born 
in  Washington  Courthouse,  Ohio,  August  26, 
1875.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Simeon 
Mallow,  was  a  native  of  Frankfort,  Ohio,  and 
one  of  the  pioneer  residents  of  the  southern 
part  of  the  state.  He  engaged  in  buying 
and  selling  live  stock  throughout  his  business 
career  and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  His  son,  John  Mallow,  was  born 
in  Frankfort,  Ohio,  and  for  many  years  was 
engaged  in  farming  and  the  real-estate  and 
banking  business.  He  also  became  a  large 
landowner  in  that  state,  having  a  valuable 
farm  of  six  hundred  acres  in  addition  to  other 
property.  He  married  Miss  Julia  Bush,  a 
native  of  Frankfort,  and  a  daughter  of  Solo- 
mon Bush,  who  built  the  first  stone  house  in 


M.  B.  SMITH 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


5i9 


Greenfield,  Ohio,  lie  owned  the  largest  store 
in  Frankfort,  Ohio,  and  he  made  his  home  in 
those  two  towns,  being  an  active  factor  in 
their  material  progress  and  development.  He 
also  onilt  several  mills  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  while  later  he 
turned  his  attention  to  merchandising.  .He 
reached  the  very  venerable  age  of  ninety-seven 
years.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Mallow,  passed 
away  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  and 
John  Mallow  is  still  living. 

Dr.  Mallow  of  this  review  was  a  public- 
school  student  of  Washington  Courthouse,  and 
later  entered  the  Riverside  Military  School, 
of  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  when  sixteen 
years  of  age.  He  was  afterward  a  student  in 
Kenyon  Military  Academy,  where  he  spent 
one  year,  and  the  following  year  he  entered 
the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  at  Delaware, 
Ohio,  where  he  pursued  a  three  years7  course, 
thereby  completing  his  more  specifically  lit- 
erary education.  He  next  began  preparation 
for  his  profession,  matriculating  in  the  Ohio 
Medical  College,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
he  pursued  the  regular  course.  He  also  added 
to  his  knowledge  through  performing  the 
services  of  interne  at  the  City  Hospital,  at 
Cincinnati.  This  covered  a  period  of  one 
and  a  half  years.  He  wTas  graduated  from  the 
Ohio  Medical  College  in  May,  1901,  and  in 
August,  1902,  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens. 
Here  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession  and  he  now  has  a  good  general 
as  well  as  bathing  practice.  He  is  thoroughly 
in  touch  with  the  modern  methods  of  the  med- 
ical fraternity  and  is  constantly  broadening 
his  knowledge  by  reading  and  investigation. 

Dr.  Mallow  is  a  member  of  the  Nu  Sigma 
Nu,  a  medical  fraternity,  and  he  also  belongs 
to  the  Macomb  County  Medical  Society  and 
the  American  Medical  Society.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Mount  Clemens  lodge, 
No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  a  man  of  genial 
temperament,  painstaking  and  reliable  in  his 
profession  and  is  prominent  both  socially  and 
professionally  in  his  adopted  city. 


WARREN  L.    BLISS. 

Warren  L.  Bliss,  living  on  section  3,  Ma- 
comb township,  was  born  February  20,  1860, 
omthe  farm  which  is  yet  his  place  of  residence 
and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Ann  (Ives)  Bliss. 
The  father,  born  in  Norfolk,  England,  in 
1828,  was  a  son  of  John  Bliss  and  was  de- 
scended from  a  long  line  of  English  ancestors. 
He  was  reared  in  the  country  of  his  nativity 


and  there  married  Miss  Ives,  also  a  native  of 
England.  Two  children  were  born  to  them 
ere  they  emigrated  to  the  new  world  about 
1841.  They  spent  three  years  in  the  state  of 
New7  York  and  about  1845  came  to  Michigan, 
settling  upon  a  farm  in  Macomb  towns} up, 
Macomb  county.  Later  Mr.  Bliss  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land,  where  his  son  Warren 
L.  now  resides,  and  this  he  began  to  im- 
prove, tilling  the  fields,  planting  his  crops, 
and  in  due  course  of  time  reaping  good  har- 
vests. When  his  labors  justified  investment 
in  more  land  he  extended  the  boundaries  of 
his  farm  until  he  had  seventy-one  acres  well 
equipped  wTith  good  buildings.  He  con- 
tinued his  farming  operations  until  his  life's 
labors  were  ended  in  death  on  the  20th  of 
April,  1901.  His  wife  had  passed  away  sev- 
eral years  before,  dying  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1895.  This  worthy  couple  were  the  parents 
of  five  sons  and  a  daughter,  who  are  yet 
living,  and  they  lost  two  children  in  early 
youth.  The  others  are :  William,  who  is 
represented  elsewhere ;  Alfred,  who  resides 
in  Benzie  county,  Michigan;  Squire  Bliss, 
who  is  living  in  the  same  county;  Warren 
L.  of  this  review;  Albert,  a  resident  of  Da- 
vis, Michigan;  and  Hannah,  who  is  the 
eldest  of  the  family  and  is  the  widow  of 
George  Davis  of  Benzie  county.  The  daugh- 
ters who  died  in  childhood  were  Helen  and 
Rosa. 

Warren  L.  Bliss  was  reared  upon  the 
home  farm  and  pursued  a  district-school  ed- 
ucation. When  his  time  was  not  thus  oc- 
cupied he  assisted  his  father  on  the  home 
farm,  eventually  resumed  its  management 
and  at  length  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of 
the  place.  He  was  married  in  New  Haven, 
Macomb  county,  on  the  11th  of  December, 
1893,  to  Miss  Rachel  Avery,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  this  county  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Tilden  Avery,  a  native  of  New  York  and 
a  granddaughter  of  Benjamin  Avery,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  state. 

Following  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bliss  began  their  domestic  life  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  and  have  since  lived  upon 
the  place,  his  attention  being  given  to  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  and  to  the  raising 
and  feeding  of  stock,  his  specialty  being 
pure  blooded  Shropshire  sheep.  His  busi- 
ness affairs  have  been  capably  conducted 
and  his  enterprise  and  determination  form 
the  basic  elements  of  his  prosperity.  He 
votes  with  the  republican  party  but  has 
never  been  an  active  seeker  for  office.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
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Episcopal  church  and  are  well  known  in  the 
locality  where  they  have  so  long  lived,  Mr. 
Bliss  having  spent  his  entire  life  upon  the 
farm  which  he  yet  owns  and  operates. 


HARVEY  L,  SCOTT,  D.  D.  S. 

Dr.  Harvey  L.  Scott,  a  dental  practitioner 
of  Mount  Clemens  and  lecturer  on  the  anat- 
omy of  the  head  and  neck  in  the  Detroit 
Medical  College,  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Detroit,  November  5,  1873,  a  son  of  George 
and  Sophia  Scott.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, George  Scott,  was  connected  with 
the  Canadian  government  service  as  a  mili- 
tary officer.  His  father,  Captain  George 
Scott,  was  born  in  Canada  and  became  a 
sailor  and  master  or  lighthouse  tender,  thus 
representing  the  United  States  for  thirty- 
five  years.  He  was  also  a  man  of  consid- 
erable literary  ability  and  was  author  of 
Scott's  Coast  Pilot  for  the  Great  Lakes.  He 
published  this  for  twenty-two  years  and  his 
son,  Harvey  L.,  has  continued  its  publica- 
tion. Captain  Scott  was  also  a  school 
teacher  of  Macomb  county  for  several  years. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  early  life 
and  was  a  most  highly  respected  and  valued 
resident  of  the  communities  in  which  he 
made  his  home.  Captain  Scott  died  July  7, 
1893,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  while  his 
wife,  who  is  a  native  of  England,  is  still 
living  in  Mount  Clemens.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  this  county. 

Harvey  L.  Scott  at  the  usual  age  entered 
the  public  schools  of  Detroit  and  continued 
as  a  high  school  student.  He  first  sailed  on 
the  Great  Lakes  after  putting  aside  his  text- 
books and  later  secured  a  clerkship  in  a 
drug  store  in  his  native  city,  spending  a 
year  and  a  half  in  that  way  and  at  the  same 
time  he  attended  the  high  school,  Deter- 
mining upon  a  professional  career  he  ma- 
triculated in  the  Detroit  College  of  Medi- 
cine, September  23,  1891,  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  in  April,  1894,  having  completed 
the  regular  course.  He  afterward  re-entered 
the  dental  department  of  that  college  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1896,  and 
thus  he  won  the  degrees  of  M.  D.  and  D.  D. 
S.  He  opened  his  office  for  the  practice  of 
dentistry  in  Mount  Clemens  in  June,  1896, 
and  has  since  continued  here  with  marked 
success,  having  a  constantly  growing  pa- 
tronage. He  has  a  splendidly  equipped  of- 
fice, supplied  with  all  the  modern  appliances 
of  dentistry,   a'nd  is  most  painstaking  and 


careful  in  his  professional  service,  while  his 
work  has  given  the  utmost  satisfaction  to 
his  many  patrons.  He  is  now  lecturer  on 
the  anatomy  of  the  head  and  neck  in  the 
Detroit  Medical  College,  which  position  he 
has  filled  since  1896,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Delta  Sigma  Delta. 

Dr.  Scott  was  married  in  September,  1899, 
to  Miss  Jennie  Bartley,  a  daughter  of  0.  K. 
Bartley  of  Mount  Clemens.  Fraternally  he 
is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  in  Masonry  with  the  lodge,  chapter  and 
council  of  Mount  Clemens  and  Romeo  com- 
mandery,  K.  T.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Mount  Clemens  Club  and  is  popular  in  these 
various  organizations,  his  genial  manner 
and  deference  for  the  opinions  of  others 
winning  him  favorable  regard.  He  has  also 
figured  to  some  extent  in  public  life  here 
and  in  1903  was  elected  to  represent  the 
first  ward  in  the  city  council.  He  possesses 
a  progressive  spirit  and  indomitable  enter- 
prise, which  have  been  important  factors 
in  the  upbuilding  of  the  middle  west,  is  a 
man  of  much  force  of  character  and  is  to- 
day recognized  as  a  leader  in  his  profession 
in    Mount   Clemens. 


URIEL  DAY. 


Uriel  Day,  deceased,  who  was  prominent  in 
pioneer  times  in  Macomb  county,  was  born  in 
Otsego  county,  New  York,  December  10,  1810, 
a  descendant  of  Robert  and  Mary  Day,  who 
emigrated  to  America  from  England  in  April, 
1634,  and  settled  at  Newton,  now  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.  His  parents  were  Harry  and 
Nancy  (Chamberlin)  Day,  also  natives  of  Ot- 
sego county.  In  early  life  he  lived  for  nine 
years  in  Pennsylvania  and  in  1833  arrived 
in  Michigan,  casting  in  his  lot  with  the  pio- 
neer settlers  who  were  reclaiming  this  region 
for  the  uses  of  the  white  man  when  hitherto 
it  had  been  in  the  domain  of  the  red  race.  He 
cleared  and  developed  a  farm  on  section  7, 
Armada  township,  placing  the  land  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  making  his  home 
there  until  his  death. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  1833,  Mr.  Day 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Olive  Sperry, 
who  was  born  August  22,  1812.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  four  children :  Emily,  who  was  born 
June  25,  1834,  and  became  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Hulett,  their  home  being  in  Armada  town- 
ship ;  Cordelia,  who  was  born  June  8,  1837, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Captain  Henry  Howgate, 
a  resident  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Caroline  M., 
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who  was  born  December  16,  1839,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Robert  McKay,  who  was  living  in 
Bruce  township;  and  Lucinda  E.,  who  was 
born  October  16,  1843,  and  married  John 
McKay,  of  Romeo.  Uriel  Day,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  died  May  14,  1886,  and  his  wife, 
Olive,  died  March  30,  1886. 

Mr.  Day  was  prominent  and  influential  dur- 
ing the  early  epoch  in  the  history  of  Macomb 
county.  He  did  not  confine  his  attention 
alone  to  his  farming'  interests  but  wTas  pro- 
gressive in  citizenship  and  business  affairs. 
He  was  a  director  and  organizer  of  the  Citi- 
zens National  Bank  of  Romeo,  .Michigan.  His 
political  support  was  given  to  the  republican 
party  and  for  many  years  he  was  a  consistent 
and  helpful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  contributing  liberally  toward  the 
erection  of  the  houses  of  worship  of  that  de- 
nomination in  Romeo  and  Armada.  Thus  his 
life  was  well  spent  and  proved  of  value  to  his 
fellowmen. 


THOMAS  EDWARD  COOK. 

Thomas  Edward  Cook,  living  on  section 
34,  Lenox  township,  is  a  representative,  in 
both  the  maternal  and  paternal  lines  of  hon- 
ored pioneer  families  of  Macomb  county  who 
have  contributed  to  its  development  and 
have  assisted  in  transforming  it  from  a  fron- 
tier region  to  a  center  of  an  enlightened 
civilization.  He  was  born  in  the  village  of 
New  Haven,  September  19,  1873,  a  son  of 
Isaac  M.  and  Harriet  E.  (Phelps)  Cook.  The 
paternal  grandparents,  Thomas  and  Laura 
(McDowell)  Cook  were  natives  of  New 
York  state  and  there  Isaac  M.  Cook  was 
born  June  4,  1824.  He  removed  from  the 
Empire  state  to  Iowa  in  1841  and  in  1843 
came  to  Macomb  county.  After  several 
changes  of  residence  he  finally  located  in 
Lenox  township,  living  on  the  Ed  E.  Phelps 
farm,  where  he  began  dealing  in  horses.  He 
continued  that  business  until  1854,  when 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Adam  Ben- 
nett and  opened  a  general  mercantile  store 
in  Newr  Haven.  After  conducting  that  en- 
terprise for  twelve  years  they  disposed  of 
the  business  and  Mr.  Cook  again  devoted 
his  time  to  buying  and  selling  cattle  and 
horses,  In  1880  he  purchased  the  Phelps 
homestead,  which  he  farmed  in  connection 
with  his  stock-dealing,  being  thus  engaged 
until  his  death  in  1904.  His  wife  has  also 
passed  away.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Edwin 
C.    Phelps,   who    was   born   near   Brooklyn, 


New  York,  and  came  to  Macomb  county,  in 
1830,  settling  in  Mount  Clemens,  where  he 
lived  for  five  years,  when  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  Lenox  township  and  purchased 
from  the  government  what  became  known 
as  the  Phelps  homestead — the  property  upon 
which  Thomas  E.  Cook  is  now  living.  He 
began  at  once  to  clear  his  land  and  built 
the  residence  which  is  still  standing.  For 
many  years  he  owned  and  controlled  a 
part  of  the  old  Gratiot  turnpike  and  the 
building  which  he  used  as  a  toll  house  is 
one  of  the  landmarks  on  his  farm.  For  ten 
years  he  engaged  in  the  operation  of  a  saw- 
mill two  miles  north  of  his  home,  but  the 
mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  he  afterwrard 
gave  his  undivided  attention  to  his  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  was  always  prominent 
and  helpful  in  township  affairs  and  educa- 
tional matters,  being  the  champion  of  all 
helpful  measures,  and  he  also  did  much  to 
promote  the  work  of  the  Congregational 
church,  of  which  he  was  a  long  devoted  mem- 
ber. 

Thomas  E.  Cook  pursued  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  Detroit 
Business  College  and  was  thus  well  equipped 
for  the  practical  and  responsible  duties  of 
life.  He  lived  with  his  father  in  New  Ha- 
ven and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm 
until  1898,  when  he  wTas  given  full  charge 
of  the  place.  He  has  remodeled  the  house 
and  buildings  and  has  made  many  substan- 
tial improvements.  He  has  built  wire 
fences,  has  drained  the  land  and  has  secured 
modern  farm  implements  to  facilitate  the 
work  of  the  fields.  He  has  always  carried 
on  general  farming  but  is  now  largely  mak- 
ing a  specialty  of  dairying  and  intends  to 
give  still  more  time  to  that  branch  of  his 
business,  the  products  of  his  dairy  finding 
a  ready  and  profitable  sale  on  the  market. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1901,  Mr.  Cook 
married  Miss  Carrie  M.  Bates,  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Mary  (Van  Voorhes)  Bates, 
of  New  Haven,  Michigan.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Harriet  Eleanor,  born  February 
20,  1905.  Mrs.  Cook's  parents  were  natives 
of  Lenawee  and  Macomb  counties,  respec- 
tively, and  her  father  came  to  this  county 
in  1843,  when  only  six  months  old,  his  pa- 
rents settling  in  Chesterfield  township.  He 
lived  on  the  old  homestead  there  until  1865, 
when  he  removed  to  New  Haven,  where  he 
has  since  followed  the  trades  of  a  stone-ma- 
son and  plasterer.  He  was  married,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1871,  to  Miss  Mary  Van  Yoorhes,  of 
Chesterfield  township,   whose  parents  came 
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to  this  county  in  1846.  Mrs.  Cook  is  the  sec- 
ond of  their  three  living  children,  her  broth- 
ers being  Charles  and  Frank,  who  are  living 
in  Detroit. 

Mr.  Cook  has  been  pathmaster  of  his  dis- 
trict but  prefers  to  leave  office  holding  to 
others,  while  he  concentrates  his  energies 
upon  his  business  affairs,  which  are  now 
proving  profitable  and  which  demand  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention.  With- 
out engaging  in  speculation  he  has  won  a 
desirable  competence  and  is  known  as  one 
who  is  reliable,  accurate  and  just  in  all 
business  transactions. 


JOHN  A.  WOLF,  SR. 


John  A.  Wolf,  Sr,.,  was  born  in  Sarentine, 
Germany,  March  17,  1845,  and  died  in  Mount 
Clemens,  Michigan,  July  22,  1902,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven  years.  He  was  the  only  son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Williams,^  Wolf,  but 
there  were  nine  daughters  in  the  family: 
Mrs.  Caroline  C.  Glade witz,  a  widow  living 
in  Mount  Clemens;  Christina,  who  married 
John  Heide  and  died  leaving  two  children 
to  the  care  of  the  father ;  Wilhelmine,  who  is 
the  wife  of  John  Dusse,  of  Mount  Clemens 
and  has  four  children;  Rickie,  who  married 
Charles  Gust  and  died  leaving  eight  chil- 
dren ;  Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years;  Tine,  who  is  the  wife  of  Anthony 
Leach  of  Mount  Clemens  and  has  five  chil- 
dren ;  and  three  who  died  in  Germany  before 
the  emigration  of  the  family  to  the  new 
world.  John  A.  Wolf,  Sr.,  was  but  nine 
years  of  age  when  they  crossed  the  Atlantic 
and  settled  in  Macomb  county,  Michigan. 
His  father  followed  farming  in  Clinton  town- 
ship for  some  years  and  both  parents  died 
in  Mount  Clemens. 

During  his  boyhood  John  A.  Wolf,  Sr., 
worked  upon  the  home  farm,  assisting  in  the 
labors  of  field  and  meadow,  and  as  oppor- 
tunity offered  he  attended  the  public  schools 
but  his  educational  privileges  were  limited. 
He  continued  to  aid  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm  until  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
when  he  came  into  possession  of  that  tract, 
comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Clinton  township.  There  he  carried  on  gen- 
eral  farming  until  1895.  He  made  many  im- 
provements upon  the  place  and  added  all  the 
equipments  and  accessories  found  upon  a 
model  farm,  while  his  fields  were  placed  un- 
der a  very  high  state  of  cultivation.    In  1895 


he  removed  to  Mount  Clemens  and  built  a 
-house  at  No.  404  Cass  avenue. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  1873,  Mr.  Wolf  was 
married  to  Miss  Wilhelmine  Zabel,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Gottlieb  and  Wilhelmine  (Schultz) 
Zabel,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Farm- 
wold,  Germany.  On  emigrating  to  America 
they  resided  in  New  York  state,  afterward 
went  to  Michigan  and  subsequently  removed 
to  Minnesota,  where  their  last  days  were 
passed,  the  father  dying  in  1903  and  the 
mother  in  1904.  Mr.  Zabel  was  a  tailor  by 
trade  and  thus  provided  for  his  family.  Of 
his  children  Mrs.  Wolf  is  the  oldest,  the 
others  being:  Mary,  who  wedded  Joseph 
Palmer  and  both  died  leaving  four  children ; 
Malvine,  the  wife  of  William  Yoelker,  a  resi- 
dent of  Minnesota;  Augusta,  the  wife  of 
Fred  Muckenhausen,  of  River  Falls,  Wiscon- 
sin; Tine,  the  wife  of  Joseph  St.  Peters, 
whose  home  is  near  Tacoma,  Washington; 
Lena,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Washing- 
ton ;  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years;  Louisa,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  years;  Albert,  who  married  a  Miss  Ill- 
rich  and  lives  in  Pittsburg;  Bertha,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  and  Rosa, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  were  born  six 
children:  Rosa,  born  March  6,  1873,  was 
married  October  31,  1896,  to  John  Lucht- 
man,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  died  February 
26,  1902,  leaving  two  children,  Mabel  and 
Elmer.  Lena,  born  March  28,  1875,  was 
married  December  6,  1900,  to  Fred  Stadlet, 
of  Mount  Clemens,  and  they  have  one  child, 
John.  Mary,  born  April  28,  1877,  was  mar- 
ried February  19,  1900,  to  Joseph  Miller,  of 
Mount  Clemens,  and  they  had  one  child, 
Eleanore,  who  died  in  1902.  Elizabeth,  born 
April  1,  1880,  was  married  September  7, 
1904,  to  George  Lovejoy,  of  Detroit.  John 
A„  Jr.,  born  October  17,  1883,  and  Albert, 
born  June  21,  1887,  live  with  their  mother 
in  Mount  Clemens,  having  a  comfortable 
home  at  404  Cass  avenue.  By  a  previous 
marriage  Mr.  Wolf  had  one  son,  William, 
who  is  working  on  the  homestead  farm  in 
Clinton  township.  He  was  born  March  26, 
1869,  and  was  married  September  6,  1895, 
to  Bertha  Drover,  by  whom  he  has  one  child, 
Irene. 

Mr.  Wolf  was  a  member  of  the  German 
Evangelical  church  of  Mount  Clemens,  to 
which  his  widow  still  belongs.  His  political 
support  was  given  to  the  republican  party 
but  he  was  never  active  in  seeking  office. 
While  on  the  farm  he  always  preferred  to 
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give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business 
affairs  and  his  well  directed  efforts  brought 
to  him  a  gratifying  measure  of  success,  while 
his  integrity  in  business  and  his  unremitting 
energy  commended  him  to  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all. 


CHARLES  S.  FERRIN. 

Few  men  are  more  prominent  or  more 
widely  known  in  the  enterprising  city  of 
Mount  Clemens  than  Charles  S.  Ferrin.  He 
has  been  an  important  factor  in  business 
circles  and  his  popularity  is  well  deserved, 
as  in  him  are  embraced  the  characteristics 
of  an  unbending  integrity,  unabating  energy 
and  industry  that  never  flags.  He  is  now 
proprietor  of  a  large  hardware  store  and  is 
conducting  an  extensive  and  growing  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Ferrin  is  a  native  of  Fort  Gratiot, 
Michigan,  born  April  15,  1868,  his  parents 
being  Samuel  C.  and  Arvilla  II.  (Smith) 
Ferrin,  who  were  natives  of  New  Hampshire. 
Both  the  Ferrin  and  Smith  families  came 
from  early  New  England  ancestry  and  the 
subject  of  this  review  is  also  a  descendant 
of  the  celebrated  Morse  family  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame.  The  father  came  to  Michigan 
when  a  young  man  and  was  engaged  in  rail- 
roading. He  ran  the  first  train  over  the 
Michigan  Central  Railway  as  engineer  and 
was  connected  with  other  early  events  which 
find  mention  in  the  annals  of  the  state..  He 
died  in  1888  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years, 
while  his  wife  still  survives  him  and  resides 
in  Mount  Clemens.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Ida,  the  wife  of  G.  T.  Ti- 
beao,  of  Detroit;  Nellie,  the  wife  of  Spencer 
J.  Dalby,  of  Mount  Clemens ;  Herbert  L.,  of 
Port  Huron,  Michigan;  and  Charles  S. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of 
Charles  S.  Ferrin,  we  present  to  our  readers 
the  record  of  one  who  has  a  wide  and  fa- 
vorable acquaintance  in  Mount  Clemens.  He 
pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  this 
city,  completed  a  high-school  course  and  af- 
terward attended  the  Detroit  Business  Col- 
lege. Entering  upon  his  business  career  in 
mercantile  lines,  he  was  for  six  years  em- 
ployed as  a  salesman  in  the  hardware  store 
of  Czizek  Brothers,  of  Mount  Clemens.  He 
afterward  spent  two  years  in  New  York 
city  as  salesman  for  the  Sprudel  Water  Com- 
pany, handling  the  Mount  Clemens  product. 
He  was  afterward  for  two  years  salesman 
for  R.  H.  Ingersol  of  New  York  city.  In 
January,    1897,   he   began   a   plumbing   and 


heating  business  in  partnership  with  A.  F. 
Glover  under  the  firm  style  of  Glover  & 
Ferrin,  of  Mount  Clemens,  On  the  16th  of 
October,  1899,  they  bought  the  general  hard- 
ware business  of  F.  W.  Preussel,  at  No.  63 
Front  street,  and  the  partnership  between 
them  wras  continued  until  Mr.  Glover's  death 
in  April,  1901.  Mrs.  Glover  retained  her 
husband's  interest  in  the  business  until  Jan- 
uary, 1903,  at  which  time  the  entire  stock 
was  purchased  by  Mr.  Ferrin  and  he  has 
since  conducted  one  of  the  best  stores  of  the 
kind  in  Mount  Clemens.  He  handles  a  full 
line  of  shelf  and  heavy  hardware,  stoves, 
fishing  tackle,  paints,  oils,  plumbing,  heat- 
ing and  gas  fitting  supplies,  sheet  iron,  etc., 
and  is  conducting  a  successful  business  not 
only  as  a  hardware  merchant,  but  also  as 
plumber  and  gas-fitter  and  in  this  connection 
he  does  high  grade  work  for  the  leading 
hotels  of  Mount  Clemens. 

Mr.  Ferrin  is  a  member  of  Mount  Clemens 
lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Mount  Clemens 
lodge,  No,  168,  K.  P. ;  Detroit  lodge,  No.  34, 
B.  P.  0.  E. ;  and  other  fraternal  organiza- 
tions. He  is  a  man  of  marked  energy  and 
determination  in  business  affairs,  possessing 
the  typical  spirit  of  the  west  that  has  led 
to  the  rapid  development  and  upbuilding  of 
this  section  of  the  country.  He  has  numer- 
ous friends  and  his  excellent  traits  of  char- 
acter have  made  him  popular. 


WILLIAM  BLISS. 


William  Bliss,  who  has  for  many  years 
been  a  resident  of  Macomb  county,  was  born 
in  England,  August  18,  1850,  and  in  his 
childhood  days  came  to  the  new  world  with 
his  father,  Jacob  Bliss,  one  of  the  pioneer 
residents  of  this  part  of  the  state.  His  boy- 
hood days  were  passed  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads  of  the  period  and  the  common 
schools  afforded  him  his  educational  privi- 
leges. He  gained  practical  knowledge  of  the 
best  methods  of  farming,  assisting  his  father 
in  the  operation  of  the  home  place  up  to  the 
time  of  his  marriage.  That  important  event 
in  his  life  occurred  near  Ray,  Michigan, 
January  7,  1873,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Mary  J.  Willey,  who  was  born  and 
reared  here  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Willey,  one  of  the  early  settlers  who 
came  to  the  west  from  the  Empire  state. 
After  their  marriage  they  lived  upon  a  rent- 
ed farm  for  several  years.  He  continued 
to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  at  Sara- 
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nac  for  four  years,  owning  a  place  there, 
and  on  selling  that  property  he  purchased 
where  he  now  resides,  becoming  the  owner 
of  forty  acres  of  wild  land.  The  brush  and 
timber  upon  it  having  been  cleared  away  he 
continued  the  arduous  task  of  preparing  his 
fields  for  the  plow  until  in  due  course  of 
time  his  labors  were  rewarded  by  rich  har- 
vests. Then  came  the  ambition  to  possess 
a  greater  tract  of  land  and  by  the  careful 
husbanding  of  his  resources  and  the  econom- 
ical management  of  his  farming  interests 
he  was  at  length  enabled  to  extend  boun- 
daries of  his  place  until  he  now  owns  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Here  he  has 
good  buildings  and  that  he  is  successful  as 
a  stock-raiser  is  indicated  by  good  grades 
of  domestic  animals  found  upon  his  place. 
His  farm  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appearance 
and  indicates  his  careful  supervision. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bliss  have  been  born 
two  children,  Henry  L.  Burton  and  Wilber 
F.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  in  which  Mr.  Bliss 
is  serving  as  steward,  and  his  political  alle- 
giance is  given  to  the  republican  party. 
From  his  boyhood  days  he  has  lived  in  Ma- 
comb county,  known  to  many  of  its  citizens 
not  only  by  reason  of  his  long  residence 
here  but  also  because  of  the  creditable  place 
he  has  made  for  himself  in  the  business 
world. 


JOSEPH   J.   BOWLING. 

Joseph  J.  Dowling,  a  resident  of  Mount 
Clemens,  who  has  been  well  known  in  theat- 
rical circles  for  several  years,  was  born  on 
the  4th  of  September,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Fredericka  (Edstrem)  Dowling, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Sweden  respec- 
tively. The  father  died  in  California.  In 
the  family  were  three  children :  Laura,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Jones  and  is  now  deceased ; 
James,  who  died  when  about  thirty-two 
years  of  age ;  and  Joseph  J.,  of  this  review. 

As  an  actor  Joseph  J.  Dowling  has  met 
with  good  success  and  for  about  fourteen 
years  had  charge  of  three  popular  plays 
under  the  titles  of  Nobody  *s  Claim,  Never 
Say  Die  and  Eed  Spider.  He  is  now  on  the 
vaudeville  stage,  and  in  that  line  of  work  is 
also  meeting  with  marked  success.  He  seems 
especially  fitted  for  the  profession  which  he 
follows  and  has  become  quite  popular. 


At  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  in  May, 
1882,  Mr.  Dowling  married  Mrs.  Sarah  J. 
Hassen,  nee  Berry,  who  was  born  in  Ottawa, 
Canada,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1853.  She  first 
married  William  Hassen,  by  whom  she  had 
a  daughter,  Lottie,  who  was  born  in  May, 
1873,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
Convents  at  Buffalo  and  Rochester  and  of 
St.  Mary's  at  Monroe,  New  York.  For  some 
time  she  sang  in  the  choir  of  the  Catholic 
church  at  Mount  Clemens.  She  married 
Walter  Dowding,  a  druggist  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens and  they  have  one  son,  Maurice  H. 
Dowling.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  was 
born  a  son,  Joseph  F.,  wdiose  birth  occurred 
September  22,  1890.  He  attended  Assump- 
tion College  and  is  now  employed  at  the 
Sherman  House   of  Mount  Clemens. 


CHARLES  H.  GATZ. 

Charles  H.  Gatz  is  numbered  among  the 
native  sons  of  Macomb  county,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  the  village  of  Romeo  on  the 
10th  of  January,  1876,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Christine  (Dittman)  Gatz,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  where 
they  were  married.  The  father  was  born 
in  Rossow7,  Germany,  on  the  25th  of  July, 
1839,  the  son  of  Frederick  Gatz,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  Rosso w  and  wTas  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  He  later  came  to  America 
in  1869  and  died  in  Macomb  county,  Michi- 
gan, in  1870,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
His  wife,  Dorothy  Gatz,  passed  away  in 
1854. 

William  Gatz,  our  subject's  father,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  town  and 
served  for  three  years  in  the  German  army 
from  the  age  of  nineteen  until  twenty-two. 
He  was  married  in  Rossow  to  Miss  Chris- 
tine Dittman,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and 
before  leaving  Germany  four  children  were 
born  to  them,  namely:  Minnie,  now  the 
wife  of  Marshall  Tillson  of  Meade,  Michi- 
"gan;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Charles  Gentz  of 
Mount  Clemens;  John  F.  and  August,  also 
residents  of  Mount  Clemens.  In  America 
five  other  children  were  added  to  the  fam- 
ily :  Anna,  the  wife  of  Albert  Holtz ;  Frank 
F.,  Charles  II.,  Martha,  the  wife  of  I.  J- 
Fox,  and  Johanna  B.,  all  residents  of  Mount 
Clemens.  It  was  in  1869  that  William  Gatz 
brought  his  wife  and  children  to  the  new 
world,  taking  passage  on  the  sailing  vessel 
Christian,  which  dropped  anchor  in  the  har- 
bor of  New  York  after  a  voyage  of  seven 
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weeks.  They  proceeded  at  once  to  Detroit 
and  on  to  Mount  Clemens,  where  they 
stopped  for  a  few  days,  and  then  went  to 
Romeo.  Mr.  Gatz  obtained  work  on  a  farm 
near  that  place  and  later  operated  rented 
land  for  about  twelve  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  in  Lapeer  county  and 
continued  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1890,  when  he  removed  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens, becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  F. 
Gatz  &  Company.  He  and  his  wife  are  still 
honored  residents  of  this  city. 

Charles  H.  Gatz  pursued  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Romeo  and 
continued  his  studies  in  Mount  Clemens.  In 
1892  he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  tailor's  trade  under  Henry  Kunstmann, 
with  whom  he  served  for  three  years.  He 
then  went  to  Duluth,  Minnesota,  where  he 
was  employed  for  a  short  time  and  subse- 
quently he  located  in  Mount  Clemens,  where 
he  began  business  on  his  own  account.  Here 
he  has  prospered  from  the  beginning,  and 
to-day  he  commands  the  leading  trade  in  his 
line  in  this  city.  He  attended  the  John  J. 
Mitchell  Company  Cutting  School  of  New 
York,  the  leading  institution  of  the  kind  in 
the  country.  Mr.  Gatz  received  his  diploma 
July  6,  1901.  lie  is  to-day  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  Mount  Clemens, 
having  a  large  trade  because  of  the  excel- 
lence of  his  work,  the  superior  line  of  goods 
which  he  carries  and  his  earnest  efforts  to 
please  his  many  patrons.  He  has  originated 
a  trouser  cutting  system  and  this  is  used  in 
his  own  shop.  lie  is  also  secretary  of  the 
Artificial  Stone  Company  of  Mount  Clemens 
and  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  excellent  busi- 
ness capacity  and  executive  force. 

Mr.  Gatz  belongs  to  Mount  Clemens  lodge, 
No.  168,  K.  P.,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
trustees,  and  Mecca  temple,  No.  56,  D.  0.  K. 
K.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Mount  Clemens 
camp,  No.  2968,  M.  W.  A.,  and  is  its  worthy 
advisor.  He  belongs  to  the  Foresters  of 
America,  and  to  Mount  Clemens  camp,  No. 
9,  W.  0.  W.  He  is  true  to  the  teachings  and 
tenets  of  all  these  organizations,  of  which 
they  have  for  their  basis  mutual  helpfulness 
and  brotherly  kindness. 

Mr.  Gatz'  was  married  July  5,  1900,  to 
Catherine  F.  Keils,  a  daughter  of  Hubbard 
and  Anna  (Hannof)  Keils.  The  father  is 
now  deceased,  but  the  mother  is  living  in 
Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Gatz  is  one  of  the  na- 
tive sons  of  Macomb  county,  whose  life 
record  reflects  credit  upon  the  locality  in 
which  he  was  reared  and  has  always  made 


his  home.  He  has  utilized  his  opportunities 
to  good  advantage  and  through  the  exercise 
of  his  active  powers  and  unfaltering  perse- 
verance he  has  gained  a  creditable  position 
in  business  circles  in  Mount  Clemens. 


JOHN  F.  GATZ. 


John  F.  Gatz  is  one  of  the  important  fac- 
tors in  the  business  circles  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, being  at  the  head  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  J.  F.  Gatz  &  Company,  wholesale 
and  retail  bakers.  A  native  of  Germany,  he 
was  born  in  the  province  of  Brandenburg, 
Prussia,  January  20,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Christina  (Dittman)  Gatz.  The 
father  was  born  in  Rossow,  Germany,  on 
the  25th  of  July,  1839,  a  son  of  Frederick 
Gatz,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Rossow  and 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  latter 
came  to  America  in  1869  and  died  in  Ma- 
comb county,  Michigan,  in  1870,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  His  wife,  Dorothy 
Gatz,  passed  away  in  1854. 

William  Gatz,  our  subject's  father,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  town  and 
served  for  three  years  in  the  German  army, 
from  the  age  of  nineteen  until  twenty-two. 
He  was  married  in  Rossow  to  Miss  Chris- 
tina Dittman,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and 
before  leaving  Germany  four  children  were 
born  to  them,  namely :  Minnie,  now  the 
wife  of  Marshall  Tillson,  of  Meade,  Michi- 
gan; Mary  the  wife  of  Charles  Gentz,  of 
Mount  Clemens;  John  F.,  of  this  review;  and 
August,  also  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens. 
In  America  five  other  children  were  added 
to  the  family:  Anna,  the  wife  of  Albert 
Holtz;  Frank  F. ;  Charles  II.;  Martha,  the 
wife  of  I.  J.  Fox;  and  Johanna  B.,  all  resi- 
dents of  Mount  Clemens.  It  was  in  1869 
that  William  Gatz  brought  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren to  the  new  wrorld,  taking  passage  on  the 
Railing  vessel  Christian,  which  dropped  an- 
chor in  the  harbor  of  New  York  after  a  voy- 
age of  seven  weeks.  They  proceeded  at 
once  to  Detroit  and  on  to  Mount  Clemens, 
where  they  stopped  for  a  few  days,  and  then 
went  to  Romeo.  Mr.  Gatz  obtained  work 
on  a  farm  near  that  place  and  later  operated 
rented  land  for  about  twelve  years.  He 
then  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Lapeer  coun- 
ty and  continued  to  engage  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1890,  when  he  removed  to 
Mount  Clemens,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  J.  F.  Gatz  &  Company.  He  and  his 
wife  are  still  honored  residents  of  this  citv. 
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John  F.  Gatz  was  only  two  years  old 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  this  county,  and  to  its  public 
schools  he  is  indebted  for  the  educational 
privileges  he  enjoyed  during  boyhood.  He 
began  his  business  career  as  an  agriculturist 
upon  a  farm  two  and  a  half  miles  north  of 
Mount  Clemens,  in  Chesterfield  township, 
but  at  the  end  of  a  year  he  removed  to  the 
city  in  1891  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Mount  Clemens  Brewery  for  three  years.  He 
next  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  with 
John  Essig,  but  shortly  afterward  he  and 
his  father  purchased  his  partner's  interest 
in  the  store,  which  they  carried  on  under  the 
firm  style  of  J.  F.  Gatz  &  Company.  In 
February,  1905,  J.  F.  Gatz  disposed  of  his 
interest  in  the  grocery  business  and  now 
devotes  his  entire  attention  to  the  wholesale 
and  retail  bakery  trade.  The  bakery  is 
equipped  with  all  modern  appliances  known 
to  the  trade  and  the  products  turned  out  are 
first  class.  Mr.  Gatz  does  not  confine  his 
attention  alone  to  this  business,  but  has  be- 
come interested  in  the  Mount  Clemens  Arti- 
ficial Stone  Company,  which  he  assisted  in 
organizing  and  of  which  he  is  now  presi- 
dent. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1895,  John  F. 
Gatz  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rena 
Ohrns,  a  daughter  of  the  late  John  Ohrns,  of 
Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Gatz  is  independent 
in  politics,  but  usually  supports  the  demo- 
cratic party,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternity,  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World  and  the  Foresters  of  America.  As 
a  business  man  he  stands  high  and  has  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 
Religiously  he  is  connected  with  the  Ger- 
man Evangelical  church. 


HON.  GEORGE  TOWNSEND. 

Hon.  George  Townsend,  a  man  of  affairs, 
wielding  a  wide  influence  in  business  and 
political  circles  in  Macomb  county,  is  now 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  county  board  of 
supervisors,  a  position  which  he  has  occu- 
pied for  twenty-two  consecutive  years.  Suc- 
cessive re-elections  indicate  in  unmistak- 
able terms  his  standing  in  public  regard  and 
also  give  proof  of  his  capable  and  faithful 
service. 

He  was  born  in  Bruce  township,  Septem- 
ber 11,  1836,  and  has  passed  his  entire  life 
in  this  county.  The  family  is  of  English 
lineage  and  early  ancestors  of  our  subject 


settled  in  New  York.  His  father,  John 
Townsend,  was  born  in  Greene  county,  New 
York,  about  1793,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  In  that  state  he  married  Miss 
Ann  Miller,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state  and  a  daughter  of  Squire  Miller,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  New  York,  John  Town- 
send  was  a  tanner  and  merchant  of  Palen- 
ville,  New  York,  for  a  number  of  years 
and  about  1832  he  came  to  Michigan, 
where  he  entered  fourteen  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  from  the  government. 
He  then  returned  to  New  York,  but  in 
1834  removed  with  his  family  to  Bruce 
township,  Macomb  county,  where  he  at  once 
began  clearing  his  land  of  the  native  timber, 
preparatory  to  the  work  of  cultivating  the 
fields.  He  cleared  and  developed  a  large 
farm  and  became  a  prosperous  agriculturist, 
continuing  his  farming  operations  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1874. 
His  wife  survived  him  for  a  number  of  years, 
passing  away  in  1891. 

In  their  family  were  eight  children  who 
grew  to  mature  years.  Four  were  born  in 
New  York  and  three  sons  and  a  daughter 
are  now  living:  Uriah,  a  resident  of  Al- 
mont,  Michigan;  George;  Clark,  who  is  liv- 
ing retired  in  Lapeer  county ;  and  Julia,  the 
wife  of  Washington  Maynard,  of  Dryden. 
George  Townsend  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  remained  with  his 
father  until  he  attained  his  majority,  after 
which  he  located  upon  a  tract  of  land  that 
his  father  had  entered  from  the  government- 
He  began  with  two  hundred  acres,  which 
he  commenced  to  clear  and  improve.  He 
erected  an  attractive  residence  and  built  a 
substantial  barn,  has  established  waterworks 
and  a  wind-pump,  and  modern  equipments 
of  various  kinds  add  to  the  facility  with 
which  he  carries  forward  his  agricultural  in- 
terests. He  both  raises  and  feeds  stock  and 
he  now  has  a  herd  of  thirty-five  head  of  pure 
blooded  shorthorn  cattle.  He  is  well  known 
as  a  breeder  of  and  dealer  in  shorthorn  cat- 
tle, especially  of  the  noted  Scotch  breed  of 
Cruikshank  cattle.  He  also  raises  a  large 
number  of  sheep  and  fattens  lambs  for  the 
market.  His  business  affairs  are  managed 
with  system  and  his  methodical  and  pains- 
taking arrangements  form  a  basic  element 
of  his  success. 

Mr.  Townsend  was  happily  married,  in  La- 
peer   county,    Michigan,    in    1862,    to    Miss 
Charlotte  A.  Ballard,  a  native  of  Ashtabula* 
county,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  James  Bal- 
lard.    She  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young 
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lady  of  fifteen  years.  They  have  but  one 
child,  Grace  B.,  a  young  lady  at  home  with 
her  parents. 

"When  age  conferred  on  Mr.  Townsend  the 
right  of  franchise  he  gave  his  first  presiden- 
tial ballot  in  support  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
in  1860,  and  has  voted  for  each  presidential 
nominee  of  the  party  since  that  time.  He 
takes  an  active  part  in  local  politics  and  was 
elected  and  served  for  four  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  was  then  elected  super- 
visor and  has  now  served  for  twenty-two 
consecutive  years,  while  in  1904  he  was 
chairman  of  the  honorary  county  board.  He 
is  now  serving  as  chairman  of  the  county 
buildings  committee  and  is  also  a  member 
of  other  committees.  His  work  as  a  member 
of  the  board  has  been  most  satisfactory  to 
his  constituents  and  has  been  marked  by  a 
support  of  those  measures  which  induce  a 
steady  and  substantial  progress.  Mr.  Town- 
send  is  a  member  of  the  Almont  lodge  and 
chapter  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in 
the  craft,  as  in  other  walks  of  life,  com- 
mands the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  is  associated.  Macomb  county 
numbers  him  among  her  leading  agricultur- 
ists and  men  prominent  in  public  life. 


ANDREW  J.  SIKES. 

Andrew  J.  Sikes,  who  has  departed  this 
life,  was  born  May  19,  1829,  in  Granville, 
AVashington  county,  New  York,  his  parents 
being  Solomon  and  Betsy  (Crippen)  Sikes, 
who  were  also  natives  of  Granville.  His 
father  had  died  in  1855  and  the  family  was 
scattered.  The  mother  died  when  the  son 
was  eight  years  of  age  and  he  remained  in 
the  place  of  his  nativity  until  March  19, 
1852,  when  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years 
he  started  for  California  in  search  of  gold. 
He  sailed  from  the  city  of  New  York,  April 
1,  1852,  on  the  ship  Empire,  which  rounded 
Cape  Horn  and  reached  San  Francisco  on 
the  13th  of  August  of  that  year.  Mr.  Sikes 
remained  on  the  Pacific  coast  until  May  20, 
1857,  and  engaged  in  mining  throughout 
the  entire  period  with  the  exception  of  about 
three  months.  On  that  day  he  left  for  New 
York  by  steamer, 

Mr.  Sikes  spent  four  weeks  in  New  York 
and  then  decided  to  go  west,  having  a 
brother  in  Romeo,  Michigan.  He  arrived 
here  on  the  1st  of  August,  1857,  and  found 
a  number  of  relatives  here.  He  then  con- 
cluded to  remain  and  invest  his  money  in 


Macomb  county.  After  his  marriage  in  1858 
he  bought  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  acres  on  the  western  outskirts  of 
Romeo  and  also  purchased  ten  acres  of  tim- 
berland  four  miles  southeast  of  the  village. 
Although  he  was  chiefly  engaged  in  farming 
for  many  years  he  was  also  treasurer  of  the 
Macomb  County  Insurance  Company  from 
1876  until  1884.  He  was  likewise  connected 
with  the  County  Agricultural  Society  for 
sixteen  years  and  in  this  direction  did  much 
to  foster  a  progressive  spirit  among  agricul- 
turists. In  the  work  of  the  church  he  was 
ever  active  and  influential.  He  held  mem- 
bership in  the  First  Baptist  church  from 
April,  1858,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  and 
was  deacon  and  clerk  of  the  church  from 
June,  1858.  His  first  presidential  ballot  was 
cast  for  James  Buchanan  while  he  was  in 
California  and  he  took  an  active  and  helpful 
interest  in  local  politics. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1858,  Mr.  Sikes 
was  married  in  Romeo  to  Miss  Sarah  C. 
Crisman,  a  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Susan 
(Snover)  Crisman,  natives  of  New  Jersey. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sikes  became  the  parents  of  a 
daughter  and  son :  Hattie  II,,  who  was  born 
March  7,  1872,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry 
J.  McKay,  a  prominent  young  attorney  of 
Romeo,  whom  she  wedded  December  14, 
1898;  and  Willie  W.,  who  was  born  July 
20,  1860,  and  died  June  13,  1876. 

The  farm  which  Mr.  Sikes  owned  and  on 
which  he  reared  his  family  was  placed  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  was  very 
conveniently  and  pleasantly  located.  He 
was  a  man  of  methodical  habits,  systematic 
in  all  that  he  did  and  progressive  in  his 
various  departments  of  work,  so  that  his 
labors  added  much  to  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  farm  and  it  became  one  of  the 
attractive  features  of  the  landscape,  Hon- 
orable in  all  that  he  did,  respected  for  his 
excellent  qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  Mr. 
Sikes  passed  away  November  22,  1896,  loved 
and  mourned  by  family  and  friends. 


FRED   B.    SCHOTT. 


Fred  B.  Schott,  a  member  of  the  Hubarth 
&  Schott  Company  of  Mount  Clemens,  deal- 
ers in  lumber,  lath  and  shingles,  is  a  native 
of  Waldenburg,  Michigan,  his  birth  having 
there  occurred  on  the  14th  of  May,  1861. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Barbara 
(Schemm)  Schott,  and  in  his  father's  home 
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his  boyhood  days  were  spent.  His  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  attendance  at  a  private 
school  in  Waldenburg,  in  which  he  was  a 
student  until  fourteen  years  of  age.  Various 
business  duties  and  interests  claimed  his  at- 
tention in  earlier  life,  and  ambitious  for 
success  and  desirous  of  entering  upon  an  in- 
dependent business  career,  he  carefully 
hoarded  his  earnings  until  he  was  enabled 
to  become  financially  interested  in  the  lum- 
ber business  as  a  partner  of  the  firm  of  Hu- 
barth &  Schott  on  the  1st  of  April,  1892. 
Success  attended  the  new  venture  and  the 
business  has  had  a  healthful  and  gratifying 
growth.  It  was  re-organized  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1902,  under  the  present  style  of  the 
Hubarth  &  Schott  Company.  They  deal  in 
lumber,  lath  and  shingles,  are  manufacturers 
of  interior  finishings,  bar  fixtures,  counters, 
shelving  and  special  fixtures,  and  do  busi- 
ness as  general  contractors  and  builders. 
There  are  four  partners  at  present,  Jacob 
Hubarth,  Fred  B.  Schott,  Albert  W.  Schott 
and  John  Weber,  and  the  firm  occupies  a 
creditable  position  in  industrial  circles  and 
has  gained  an  excellent  reputation  for  re- 
liability in  all  trade  transactions. 

Mr.  Schott  was  married,  November  21, 
1894,  to  Miss  Marie  Martin,  of  Utica,  Michi- 
gan, and  they  now  have  two  sons,  Elmer  A. 
and  Lawrence  F.  Fraternally  Mr.  Schott  is 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
has  never  sought  to  figure  in  public  life,  giv- 
ing undivided  attention  to  his  business  af- 
fairs and  following  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way  he  has  made  consecutive  and  creditable 
progress,  finding  that  success  is  ambition's 
answer. 


NICHOLAS  AMEIS. 


Nicholas  Ameis  is  a  representative  of  com- 
mercial interests  in  Halfway,  where  he  is  deal- 
ing in  implements,  general  hardware,  vehicles, 
sewing  machines,  pianos  and  organs.  His  life 
record  began  in  Detroit,  July  14,  1862.  His 
parents,  Nicholas  and  Susan  Ameis,  were  na- 
tive of  Brehm,  Germany.  The  father  came  to 
Michigan  in  1852,  settling  in  Detroit,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  plumbing  business.  In 
1854  he  formed  a  partnership  as  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Hubert  &  Ameis,  when  in  this 
connection  was  established  the  Center  Line 
Brewery  Company  of  Detroit,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  two  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Erin  township,  Macomb  county. 
There  he  opened  a  grocery  and  meat  market 


on  Gratiot  road,  at  a  place  then  called  Rose- 
ville,  but  now  Halfway.  His  store  was  in  the 
building  which  at  present  is  occupied  by  Au- 
gust Rein.  In  1884  he  admitted  his  son  to  a 
partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Ameis  & 
Son,  and  they  opened  a  general  store  with  im- 
plements and  saloon  in  connection,  conducting 
this  at  Halfway  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  Mr.  Ameis  purchased  his  son's 
interest  but  made  him  manager.  The  father 
soon  afterward  departed  this  life.  He  had 
been  actively  connected  with  varied  business 
interests  which  contributed  to  general  prog- 
ress and  commercial  upbuilding  as  well  as  to 
his  individual  success.  He  was  quite  active 
in  school  work,  deeply  interested  in  the  cause 
of  education,  and  was  also  a  member  of  As- 
sumption church  of  Grosse  Pointe  township, 
in  which  he  served  as  trustee.  His  political 
support  was  given  to  the  democratic  party 
and  he  served  as  assessor  of  district  No.  2, 
Erin  township,  for  many  years.  He  departed 
this  life  in  October,  1885,  leaving  a  widow, 
three  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  six  of  the 
children  are  yet  living,  namely:  Mrs. 
Stephen  Meyer,  of  Detroit;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Trombley,  of  Warren  township ;  Mrs.  Michael 
O'Lary,  of  Reice,  Michigan;  Nicholas,  of  this 
review;  Anthony,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
Catherine  A. 

Nicholas  Ameis  was  a  student  in  the  district 
schools  in  his  early  boyhood  days  and  later 
he  pursued  a  course  of  instruction  in  a  night 
school  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  entered  upon  his  business 
career  by  establishing  a  meat  market  at  Ar- 
mada in  partnership  with  Max  Broeg  and  in 
this  he  continued  for  one  year,  after  which  he 
sold  out  and  went  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
where  he  spent  the  succeeding  year.  Upon 
his  return  to  Erin  township,  Macomb  county, 
he  opened  a  general  mercantile  store  with  a 
meat  market  and  saloon  in  connection,  at  the 
junction  of  Gratiot  road  and  Utica  Junction. 
The  father  and  son  purchased  the  Gaukler 
estate,  including  the  stock  of  merchandise  at 
Halfway,  then  removed  the  Junction  stock  to 
the  village  and  the  partnership  with  his  father 
was  maintained  for  a  year,  when  the  son  sold 
his  interest  to  his  father,  who  then  made  him 
manager.  Not  long  afterward  the  father  died 
and  the  stock  was  then  divided,  Nicholas 
Ameis  purchasing  the  implement  and  saloon 
business,  which  he  conducted  for  three  years 
when  he  sold  the  saloon  and  removed  his  stock 
of  implements  to  the  new  store  on  the  east  side 
of  the  road.  He  has  since  extended  the  field 
of  his  activity  by  adding  a  large  stock  of  gen- 
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eral  hardware  and  stoves,  vehicles,  sewing 
machines,  pianos  and  organs.  Through  his 
energetic  efforts  and  careful  management  he 
has  enlarged  his  business  until  he  has  found 
it  necessary  to  rebuild  in  order  to  make  room 
for  his  fast  growing  stock  and  meet  the  de- 
mands of  a  constantly  increasing  trade.  He 
now  has  six  thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space 
devoted  to  implements,  three  thousand  square 
feet  to  hardware,  twenty-five  hundred  square 
feet  to  vehicles  and  fifteen  hundred  square 
feet  to  organs,  pianos,  sewing  machines  and 
stoves.  The  building  is  lighted  throughout 
by  acetyline  gas,  has  telephone  connections, 
all  modern  equipments  and  is  situated  on  the 
line  of  the  Rapid  Railway.  This  is  one  of  the 
largest  implement  houses  in  the  state  and  one 
of  the  most  extensive  department  stores  of  the 
county.  It  is  the  result  of  twenty-three  years 
of  earnest  and  persistent  business  activity  and 
is  a  monument  to  the  useful  life  of  its  owner. 
On  the  21st  of  January,  1884,  Mr.  Ameis 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Girardy,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Girardy,  of  Halfway,  and  their 
children  are :  Katherine,  who  is  acting  as 
bookkeeper  for  her  father ;  May,  Rosa,  Stella, 
Sylvia  and  Beatrice,  all  at  home.  Mr.  Ameis 
always  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democratic  party  and  has  served  as  township 
clerk  for  four  years,  as  supervisor  for  three 
years,  as  school  treasurer  of  district  No.  2  in 
Erin  township  for  about  seventeen  years  and 
at  present  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors.  lie  belongs  to  Assumption  church 
in  Grosse  Pointe  township,  of  which  he  has 
been  trustee  for  two  years,  and  he  is  also  a 
member  of  St.  Joseph  Society.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  Mount  Clemens  lodge, 
No.  2968,  M.  W.  A. ;  Royal  Neighbors  camp, 
No.  257;  Mount  Clemens  Branch,  No.  20,  of 
the  Catholic  Mutual  Benefit  Association,  and 
Elks  lodge,  No.  34,  of  Detroit.  The  field  of 
business  is  limitless,  its  prizes  are  many,  and 
realizing  this  Mr.  Ameis  determining  to  win 
success  through  close  application  and  unremit- 
ting diligence,  has  gained  a  place  among  the 
leading  representatives  of  commercialism  in 
Macomb  county. 


JOHN  FURTON. 


John  Furton  is  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  Michigan.  His  grand- 
father was  a  native  of  France  and  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Detroit.  In  that  city 
his  son,  Francis  Furton,  was  born  in  1788. 
The  latter  was  reared  in  Detroit  and  was 


married  first  to  Susan  Shnay,  a  native  of 
France.  Mr.  Furton  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming,  becoming  a  resident  of  Wayne 
county  and  later  he  removed  to  Macomb 
county  in  1844.  He  secured  a  tract  of  land  of 
eighty  acres  in  Macomb  township.  It  was  in 
its  primitive  condition,  not  a  stick  of  timber 
having  been  cut  or  a  furrow  turned,  but  he 
at  once  cleared  away  the  native  forest  trees 
and  in  due  course  of  time  plowed  the  land, 
planted  his  crops  and  reaped  good  harvests. 
He  reared  his  family  upon  that  place  and 
made  it  his  home  throughout  his  remaining 
days,  passing  away  in  1860.  In  the  mean- 
time he  lost  his  first  wife  and  later  married 
again,  his  second  wife  surviving  him  for  a 
few  years. 

John  Furton,  son  of  Francis  and  Susan 
(Shnay)  Furton,  is  the  youngest  of  a  family 
of  four  children  and  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  Michigan,  December  4,  1825.  Two 
of  the  family  are  yet  living,  the  sister  being 
Mrs.  Mary  Barbour,  of  Detroit.  John  Fur- 
ton was  reared  in  Michigan  and  was  a  young 
man  of  about  nineteen  years  when  the  fam- 
ily came  to  Macomb  county.  His  education, 
however,  was  largely  acquired  in  Mount 
Clemens.  He  assisted  in  the  arduous  task 
of  developing  a  new  farm  here  and  remained 
with  his  father  on  the  old  homestead  until 
twenty-eight  years  of  age  when  he  pur- 
chased a  place  of  eighty  acres  which  he  im- 
proved, making  a  substantial  home  there. 
As  a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's  jour- 
ney he  chose  Miss  Melissa  Newcomb,  who 
w^as  born  and  reared  in  New  York.  Their 
marriage  was  celebrated  in  Macomb  county 
and  for  thirty-four  years  they  traveled  life's 
.journey  together,  but  in  1888  were  sepa- 
rated by  the  death  of  the  wife.  There  were 
two  children  by  this  marriage:  Ella,  the 
wife  of  David  F.  Jones  of  Meade ;  and  Juni- 
etta,  who  married  Frank  Stewart  and  died 
about  1886.  After  losing  his  first  wife  Mr. 
Furton  was  married  in  this  county  about 
1889  to  Miss  Helen  Cotton,  who  died* in  1902. 
In  October,  1903,  he  wedded  Louisa  Bloss,  a 
widow,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  New 
York,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  A.  Fries, 
a  native  of  the  Empire  state,  who  reared  his 
family  there,  coming  west  to  Michigan  in 
1861.  He  then  located  in  Mount  Clemens, 
where  he  spent  his  last  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Furton  is  a  stanch  republi- 
can but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  He 
and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  of  which  he  has  been 
a  member  for  fifty-one  years.     He  is  one  of 
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the  oldest  living  of  the  native  sons  of  Michi- 
gan and  his  ancestral  history  is  one  of  close 
and  intimate  connection  with  the  events 
which  form  the  early  history  of  the  state. 
He  has  long  been  accounted  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  Macomb  county,  but  has 
now  laid  aside  the  more  arduous  cares  of 
the  agriculturist  and  is  living  retired  in  the 
village  of  Meade,  where  he  has  a  good  home 
and  where  he  is  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest. 


WILLIAM   C.  DONNER. 

William  C.  Donner,  who  for  fifty-three 
years  has  been  a  resident  of  Macomb  county 
and  now  makes  his  home  in  Mount  Clemens, 
was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  on  the  20th 
of  March,  1831.  His  father,  Frederick  Don- 
ner, spent  his  entire  life  in  that  country.  The 
mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Charlotte 
Hammen  and  was  also  a  native  of  Germany. 
This  worthy  couple  became  the  parents  of 
fifteen  children,  but  only  William  C.  of  this 
review  is  now  living,  although  three  others 
came  to  America,  where  they  died.  Fred- 
ericka  married  August  Schrader,  who  was 
a  laborer  of  Romeo  and  who  in  his  political 
affiliation  was  a  democrat,  while  in  religious 
faith  they  were  connected  with  the  German 
Lutheran  church.  They  left  three  children. 
John  Donner  married  Yetta  Gooden  and 
they  had  three  children,  Mary,  Minnie  and 
Fred.  John  Donner  was  a  farmer  and  he 
too,  voted  with  the  democracy  and  held 
membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  church. 
Fred  Donner,  who  also  became  a  resident  of 
the  new  world  and  is  now  deceased,  married 
Gerta  Holtz  and  they  had  three  daughters, 
Minnie,  Emma  and  Annie.  He  followed 
farming'  at  New  Haven  in  Lenox  township 
and  died  in  the  year  1899,  his  remains  be- 
ing interred  in  the  New  Haven  cemetery^ 
He,  too,  supported  the  principles  of  the  de- 
mocracy, while  his  religious  faith  was  that 
of  the   German  Lutheran  church. 

William  C.  Donner  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  land  and 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age  when  in  1852 
he  came  to  the  United  States.  Making  his 
way  to  Michigan,  he  secured  employment 
by  the  month  near  Romeo,  and  for  nine  years 
he  remained  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Bailey, 
who  was  the  first  settler  of  that  locality.  At 
the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  espoused  the 
cause  of  his  adopted  country  and  enlisted 
as  a  defender  of  the  Union,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry.    On  one 


occasion  he  was  kicked  by  a  horse  and  the 
broken  leg  that  resulted  caused  him  to  re- 
main in  the  hospital  for  six  months,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  was  discharged  from 
the  service. 

In  1864  Mr.  Donner  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Minnie  Hortney,  who  was  of 
French  descent  and  whose  father  served  in 
the  French  and  German  war.  Following  his 
marriage  Mr.  Donner  engaged  in  operating 
a  farm  in  Macomb  township  on  the  shares 
for  three  years  and  on  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
of  a  farm  in  Ray  township  for  three  years. 
With  the  capital  he  thus  acquired  through 
his  own  labors  and  perseverance  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and 
six  and  a  half  acres  in  Chesterfield  town- 
ship. This  was  all  wild  and  uncultivated, 
not  a  furrow  having  been  turned  nor  an  im- 
provement made,  but  he  soon  cleared  the 
land  and  made  many  substantial  improve- 
ments, including  the  erection  of  a  brick 
house  and  frame  barn.  He  also  set  out  an 
orchard  and  built  rail  fences  and  later  he 
replaced  these  by  wire  fences.  His  farm 
was  purchased  in  1876,  and  he  resided 
thereon  continuously  until  1892,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  house  and  two  lots  and  is  now  liv- 
ing retired.  In  his  farming  operations  he 
was  quite  successful,  having  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  placed  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  which  therefore  returned  him  an 
excellent  income,  and  which  in  due  course 
of  time  has  supplied  him  with  a  competence 
that  now  enables  him  to  live  a  retired  life. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donner  were  born  the 
following  children :  Emma,  the  eldest,  died 
at  the  age  of  five  years.  Henry,  born  Janu- 
ary 27,  1864,  became  a  fireman  on  a  boat 
and  died  in  a  hospital  at  Duluth,  Minnesota, 
when  thirty-one  years  of  age.  Louis  mar- 
ried Carrie  Bacon  and  has  two  children, 
Effie  and  Roy.  He  lives  in  Mount  Clemens 
where  he  is  employed  as  motorman  on  a 
street  car.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  and 
in  religious  faith  is  connected  with  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  church.  Frank  Donner, 
whose  political  and  religious  relations  are 
the  same  as  his  brother,  is  now  a  teamster  in 
the  employ  of  Donaldson  Brothers  of  Mount 
Clemens.  He  married  Kate  Parker  and  has 
one  son,  Frank  Donner,  Jr.  Hattie  is  the 
wife  of  William  Turceny,  a  barber  of  Mount 
Clemens.  He  belongs  to  the  Woodmen  lodge 
and  votes  with  the  democracy,  Ida  is  the 
wife  of  Adam  Reichrath,   who  was  at  one 
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time  an  engineer  on  the  lake  and  after- 
ward conducted  a  saloon.  He  died  soon  af- 
ter his  marriage.  Jennie,  who  is  engaged  in 
dressmaking,  also  acts  as  her  father's  house- 
keeper. 

It  was  in  1903  that  Mr.  Donner  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who 
passed  away  in  that  year  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Clinton  Grove  cemetery.  For 
thirteen  years  he  has  lived  retired  in  Mount 
Clemens,  his  home  being  at  24  Gallup  aven- 
nue.  There  he  resides  quietly,  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He  is  a  democrat 
in  his  political  views  and  has  long  held 
membership  with  the  German  Lutheran 
church.  During  a  residence  of  fifty-three 
years  in  the  county  he  has  witnessed  many 
changes  here  and  has  seen  the  development 
of  Mount  Clemens  from  a  small  town  into 
a  thriving  city. 


THOMAS  FANNING. 

Thomas  Fanning,  whose  name  in  connec- 
tion with  important  business  interests  has 
become  well  known  in  Michigan  and  in  city 
markets,  is  now  a  wholesale  dealer  in  eggs 
— a  member  of  the  firm  of  Weter,  Fanning 
&  Company,  of  Richmond.  A  native  of  the 
Empire  state,  he  was  born  at  Sumner  Hill, 
Cayuga  county,  New  York,  September  11, 
1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget 
(Walpole)  Fanning,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Ireland,  whence  they  emigrated  to 
America  settling  in  Cayuga  county,  New 
York,  and  afterward  removing  to  Groton, 
that  state,  where  the  father  spent  his  boy- 
hood days.  He  responded  to  President  Lin- 
coln's first  call  for  troops  and  afterward 
enlisted,  serving  throughout  the  entire  war 
and  taking  part  in  many  hard  fought  en- 
gagements. He  was  honorably  discharged 
at  the  close  of  hostilities  and  returned  to  his 
home  with  a  most  creditable  military  record. 

Thomas  Fanning,  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  six  children,  spent  his 
early  boyhood  days  in  Groton,  New  York, 
but  left  home  in  his  youth  in  order  to  pro- 
vide for  his  own  support.  In  April,  1879, 
he  arrived  in  Richmond,  where  he  began 
work  for  Harop  Freeman  as  foreman  of  the 
egg  business.  He  continued  in  that  capacity 
for  six  years,  having  previously  had  experi- 
ence in  the  same  line  in  New  York  before 
his  removal  to  the  west.  At  the  time  of  his 
arrival  in  Richmond  Mr.  Freeman  had  but 
one  cellar  as  a  warehouse  and  most  of  the 


eggs  were  pickled.  Later  in  connection 
with  James  E.  Weter  and  Martin  Keeler  he 
purchased  Mrt  Freeman's  business  and  they 
continued  together  under  the  firm  style  of 
Weter,  Fanning  &  Company.  This  firm  has 
since  represented  the  egg  trade  in  Rich- 
mond and  this  part  of  the  state.  The  busi- 
ness has  been  very  largely  increased.  They 
have  a  main  warehouse,  fifty  by  eighty  feet, 
two  stories  in  height  and  basement,  built  of 
brick.  The  shook  room  is  thirty-eight  by 
seventy  feet  and  that  building  is  also  two 
stories  with  basement.  The  storage  ware- 
house of  the  same  height  is  thirty  by  one 
hundred  feet.  These  buildings  were  con- 
tained in  the  original  plant  and  the  company 
has  since  added  a  storage  room,  built  of 
brick,  two  stories  with  basement,  fifty  by 
one  hundred  and  ten  feet.  They  also  have 
stable  room  for  twelve  horses  and  twelve 
wagons  which  are  used  in  collecting  the  eggs 
and  they  have  handled  as  high  as  one  million 
dozen  eggs  in  a  season.  At  the  beginning 
they  handled  only  about  thirty-three  thou- 
sand dozen,  but  their  business  has  steadily 
increased  until  it  has  reached  the  present  ex- 
tensive figure.  They  make  shipments  large- 
ly to  New  York.  The  firm  continued  pick- 
ling eggs  until  1902,  but  now  all  are  shipped 
fresh  from  the  refrigerators  by  means  of 
refrigerator  cars  and  most  of  the  output  is 
sent  to  New  York. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1887,  Mr.  Fanning 
wras  married  to  Mrs.  Arabell  Freeman,  the 
widow  of  his  former  employer,  Harop  Free- 
man, and  the  sister  of  his  partner,  James 
Weter.  They  have  one  child,  Rena  Bell. 
The  family  home  is  a  nice  modern  residence 
situated  opposite  their  plant.  The  history 
of  no  citizen  of  Richmond  is  perhaps  a  bet- 
ter representative  of  a  self-made  man  than 
that  of  Mr.  Fanning.  All  that  he  has  to- 
day has  been  acquired  through  his  own  ef- 
forts and  his  great  success  should  furnish 
both  a  lesson  and  incentive  to  the  young, 
while  his  life  is  an  example  also  of  genuine 
worth  and  unswerving  integrity. 


GEORGE  L.  FRIDHOFF. 

George  L.  Fridhoff,  who  is  leading  an  in- 
dustrious life  as  an  active  and  enterprising 
farmer  on  section  2,  Warren  township,  was 
born  April  18,  1854,  in  Erin  township,  his 
parents  being  John  and  Ann  (Feurnstein) 
Fridhoff,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ba- 
varia,  Germany.     The  father  was  born  on 
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Christmas  day,  1813,  and  was  in  his  thirty- 
fifth  year  when,  in  1848,  he  crossed  the  At- 
lantic to  America  and  made  his  way  into 
the  interior  of  the  country,  settling  in  Erin 
township,  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  near 
Halfway.  He  purchased,  an  unimproved 
tract  of  land  which  he  developed  into  a 
good  farm,  working  earnestly  and  persis- 
tently day  after  day  until  1864,  when  he  sold 
that  property  and  removed  to  Warren  town- 
ship, buying  the  old  farm  homestead,  upon 
which  his  son  George  yet  resides.  Here  he 
had  again  to  battle  with  the  difficulties  and 
obstacles  incident  to  the  development  of  a 
new  farm,  but  he  made  improvements  and 
carried  on  his  work  until  his  labors  were 
rewarded.  While  living  in  Erin  township 
he  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Assumption 
church  and  following  his  removal  to  War- 
ren he  became  a  member  of  St.  Clemens 
church  at  Center  Line.  He  died  July  4, 
1897,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  children: 
John  J.,  of  Portland,  Oregon ;  George  L. ; 
and  Andrew,  who  is  also  a  resident  of  Port- 
land. Mrs.  Fridhoff  passed  away  on  the 
13th  of  May,   1904. 

George  L.  Fridhoff  pursued  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  in  his  youth  be- 
came familiar  with  all  the  duties  and  labors 
that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  He 
gave  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  services 
until  1881,  when  he  went  into  the  lumber 
woods  of  the  northern  peninsula,  where  he 
continued  for  a  year.  He  afterward  went 
to  Minnesota,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  in  carpentering  and  in  1883  he  returned 
to  the  old  farm  homestead  in  Warren  town- 
ship and  took  charge  of  the  farm  upon 
which  he  has  since  lived.  While  there  have 
been  no  exciting  chapters  in  his  life  record 
he  is  regarded  by  friends  and  neighbors  as 
a  man  of  good  business  qualifications  and 
thoroughly  reliable.  He  has  made  many  im- 
provements in  his  buildings,  also  in  tiling 
and  fencing  the  land  and  he  is  now  a  pros- 
perous   general   farmer. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  1889,  Mr.  Frid- 
hoff was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A  Callahan, 
a  daughter  of  Patrick  C.  and  Mary  (Phalen) 
Callahan,  of  Erin  township,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Ireland,  whence  they  came 
to  Macomb  county  in  1846,  settling  in  Erin 
township,  where  they  lived  for  many  years. 
The  mother  passed  away  October  20,  1881, 
and  in  1886  Mr.  Callahan  retired  from  ac- 
tive work  and  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he 
passed  away  October  19,  1902.  In  his  fam- 
ily  were   four   children :       Richard,    of   De- 


troit ;  Patrick  F.,  of  Birmingham,  Michigan ; 
Rose,  who  is  living  in  Detroit ;  and  Mrs. 
Fridhoff.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  five  children,  Stella  M.,  Rosa  A., 
George  A.,  Vincent  I.  and  Irene  Margaret, 
all  at  home.  Mrs.  Fridhoff  is  a  member  of 
St.  Mary's  Aid  Society  of  St.  Clemens 
church.  The  family  is  well  known  in  their 
home  locality  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fridhoff 
enjoy  the  friendly  regard  of  many  with 
whom  they  have  been  associated. 


FRANK   P.    GERLACH. 

Frank  P.  Gerlach,  one  of  the  enterprising 
young  business  man  of  Halfway,  was  born 
in  Erin  township  in  June,  1874,  his  parents 
being  Frederick  and  Katherine  (Ulrich) 
Gerlach,  who  were  natives  of  Germany.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Christian  Gerlach, 
came  to  Macomb  county  in  1834  and  settled 
in  Erin  township  on  the  Gratiot  road,  where 
he  entered  land  from  the  government,  the 
deeds  of  which  were  signed  by  Andrew  Jack- 
son, then  president  of  the  United  States. 
After  clearing  his  land  in  order  to  make  a 
home,  he  started  a  general  store  and  also 
followed  the  trade  of  carpentering.  He  also 
built  a  brewery  on  the  farm,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a 
well  educated  man  and  took  an  active  part 
in  the  development  of  his  community  along 
social  and  industrial  lines.  He  possessed 
considerable  oratorical  ability  and  was  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  deliver  addresses  at 
public  gatherings.  He  established  in  his 
home  a  German  school,  which  he  conducted 
for  a  number  of  years  and  so  persistent  was 
his  activity  and  so  useful  and  helpful  his 
services  that  his  death  proved  a  great  loss 
to  the  community  and  was  the  occasion  of 
deep  regret  wherever  he  was  known. 

Frederick  Gerlach,  his  son,  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1829,  and  was  therefore  five 
years  of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Macomb  county  in  1834.  While  still  living 
with  his  father  he  took  the  initial  step  to- 
ward having  a  home  of  his  own  by  purchas- 
ing ten  acres  of  land  that  is  now  included 
within  the  homestead  property  of  Frank 
Gerlach.  When  he  was  married  he  settled 
on  that  jJace  and  he  extended  its  boundaries 
from  time  to  time  by  additional  purchase 
until  he  was  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
acres.  Later  he  sold  eighteen  acres  of  this, 
leaving  eighty-two  acres  upon  which  his  son 
Frank  is  still  living.     Upon  this  farm  was 
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situated  the  first  hotel  on  the  Gratiot  road 
between  Detroit  and  Mount  Clemens.     This 
was   for   many   years   a   landmark   in   those 
early   days   at    the   time   when    the    pioneer 
settlers  would  drive  from  Marine  City  and 
intervening  points  to  Detroit,  the  hotel  be- 
ing one  of  their  stopping  places  and  there 
were  often  thirty  or  forty  teams  put  up  there 
over  night.     Mr.  Gerlach  devoted  his  atten- 
tion   to    the    farm    and    the    raising    of    cat- 
tle   and    also    bought   and    sold   stock.      His 
business    interests    were    well    directed    and 
brought  to  him  a  good  financial  return.     He 
was  a  great  lover  of  outdoor  sports,  partic- 
ularly   of   hunting,    and    among    those    who 
were  lovers  of  that  life  he  was  regarded  as 
one  of  the  best  shots  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try.   His  record  for  one  day's  hunt  was  four 
deer ;  seven  in  two  days ;  and  in  the  fall  of 
1864   hung    up    thirty    in    twenty-one    days, 
which  he  disposed  of  in  Detroit  at  sixteen 
cents  per  pound,  netting  him  two  hundred 
and  sixty-four  dollars.     After  the  game  had 
disappeared  from  Macomb  county  he  always 
spent  from  three  to  four  weeks  hunting  in 
the    upper    peninsula,    usually    accompanied 
by   one   of   his   sons   or   some    friends.      His 
last    hunting    trip    was    made    in    November 
previous  to  his  death,  when  he  was  seventy- 
four  years  of  age,  and  he  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  returning  with  three  deer.     He  died 
in   1903   and  his  widow  is  still  living  with 
their   son   Frank.     He   was   known   through 
the   county   as   a    reliable   and   honest,   fair- 
dealing  man.     He  has  left  a  record  of  which 
his  children   are   proud,   and   his  death  was 
mourned    by   hundreds,    who    showed    their 
feelings   by   attending  the  funeral. 

In  the  district  schools  Frank  Gerlach  be- 
gan his  education,  which  he  continued  in  the 
Detroit  Business  University,  being  gradu- 
ated therefrom  in  1893.  Tie  remained  with 
his  father,  assisting  him  in  his  farming  and 
stock-raising  interests  until  1898,  when  he 
went  to  Mount  Clemens  to  accept  a  position 
as  bookkeeper  for  J.  R.  Hatzenbuhler.  Two 
years  later  he  resigned,  intending  to  go  west, 
but  at  the  request  of  his  father  he  returned 
to  the  home  farm  and  assumed  its  ■manage- 
ment. Although  he  has  alsvays  followed 
general  farming  he  has  concentrated  his  ef- 
forts more  and  more  largely  upon  the  culti- 
vation of  raspberries,  having  now  seven 
acres  planted  to  that  fruit,  the  product  of 
which  finds  a  ready  sale  upon  the  market. 
In  the  near  future  he  expects  to  devote  all 
of  his  time  to  this  industry,  which  requires 
much     study     and     attention     in     order    to 


bring  the  fruit  to  perfection.  He  certainly 
produces  a  high  grade  of  raspberries  and  the 
business  is  bringing  him  a  very  gratifying 
profit. 

Mr.  Gerlach  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  camp  of  Mount  Clemens.  He  was 
married  in  May,  1903,  to  Miss  Lillian  Kihen, 
a  daughter  of  William  Kihen,  of  Lenox,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Wauneta.  Mr.  Gerlach 
is  a  wide  awake,  progressive  young  man 
with  good  business  perceptions  and  already 
has  made  for  himself  a  creditable  position 
as  a  representative  of  agricultural  and  horti- 
cultural interests  in  his  native  county. 


CALHOUN  TUCKER. 

Calhoun  Tucker,  of  Mount  Clemens,  is  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Michigan,  his  paternal  grandfather,  Charles 
Tucker,  having  come  to  this  state  in  the 
period  of  its  early  pioneer  development.  He 
was  a  native  of  Virginia.  Coming  to  the 
west  he  cast  his  lot  with  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Macomb  county  when  Michigan  was 
largely  unexplored  and  undeveloped.  He 
became  the  owner  of  four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  which  he  pur- 
chased from  the  Indians.  He  gave  to  each 
of  his  seven  sons  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  on  which  they  all  settled  ex- 
cept the  eldest  son,  Henry,  who  resided  a 
part  of  the  time  in  Canada.  Charles  Tucker, 
Sr.,  acted  as  interpreter  for  the  Indians 
during  his  early  settlement  in  Macomb 
county.  He  became  very  familiar  with  their 
language  and  here  translated  their  speeches 
into  English  when  there  was  an  occasion  for 
a  meeting  between  the  white  and  red  races. 
He  married  a  Miss  Chambers,  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  children:  Henry,  Mary, 
Sarah,  William,  Edward,  John,  Jacob, 
Charles  and  Nancy. 

Of  this  number  Charles  Tucker  is  the 
father  of  our  subject,  He  was  born  June 
3,  1789,  at  River  Huron,  now  Mount  Clem- 
ens. Reared  amid  pioneer  surroundings  he 
took  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  the 
development  of  this  portion  of  the  state. 
He  was  given  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land  by  his  father  and  for  many  years 
he  followed  farming,  being  one  of  the  lead- 
ing pioneer  farmers  of  the  state.  The  resi- 
dents of  Macomb  county  at  that  time  owned 
slaves  and  Charles  Tucker  had  fifteen  bonds- 
men, whose  services  were  utilized  in  the  de- 
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velopment  and  cutivation  of  his  farm.  At 
the  time  of  the  war  of  1812  he  was  captured 
and  sent  as  a  prisoner  of  war  to  Detroit, 
where  he  was  incarcerated  for  sixty  days, 
being  there  at  the  time  of  General  Hull's 
surrender.  He  married  Miss  Catherine 
Evans,  who  was  born  in  Canada,  February 
13,  1816,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
fourteen  children,  all  natives  of  Michigan, 
namely:  Richard,  born  February  9,  1817; 
Eliza,  born  June  23,  1818;  Amanda,  born 
March  13,  1820 ;  James,  born  July  17,  1822 ; 
Adelia,  born  July  4,  1824;  Alexander,  born 
February  28,  1826 ;  Lafayette,  born  May  15, 
1828;  Malvina,  born  December  15,  1829 ; 
Calhoun,  born  September  7,  1832;  Louise, 
born  September  5,  1834 ;  Joseph,  born  March 
23,  1838;  Helen,  born  August  13,  1840; 
Franklin,  born  March  3,  1842 ;  and  Allyron, 
born  March  22,  1844. 

Calhoun  Tucker  is  indebted  to  the  district 
school  system  of  Harrison  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  for  the  educational  privileges 
he  enjoyed.  He  was  born  in  that  township 
September  7,  1832,  and  when  not  engaged 
with  the  duties  of  the  schoolroom  he  worked 
upon  his  father's  farm,  assisting  him  ma- 
terially until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He 
then  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account 
and  for  sixteen  years  sailed  on  the  Great 
Lakes.  He  afterward  learned  the  trade  of 
carpentering  in  Mount  Clemens,  and  worked 
in  a  shipyard  as  builder  and  joiner,  being 
employed  in  that  manner  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  During  thirteen  years  of  this 
time  he  occupied  a  good  position  in  the 
Bulacks  shipyard  at  Mount  Clemens,  and  in 
1890  he  retired  from  active  business  life.  He 
has,  however,  since  rebuilt  the  steam  barge, 
Atlantas,  for  John  Snook  and  has  also  built 
a  steam  launch  for  himself.  He  has  a  most 
thorough  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
the  ship-builder's  trade  and  his  excellent 
workmanship,  thorough  understanding  and 
unremitting  diligence  secured  him  positions 
of  responsibility  that  also  brought  him  a 
good  financial  return. 

In  1853  Mr.  Tucker  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  Lenox,  who  was  born  at 
Port  Sarnia,  Michigan.  They  became  the 
parents  of  four  children:  William,  who 
was  a  carpenter  of  Mount  Clemens,  died  in 
1890.  He  voted  with  the  republican  party 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Leonia  married  Catherine  Hague, 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  engineer  on  a 
steamer  for  many  years,  but  in  connection 
with  his   brother  Harry  is  now  the   owner 


of  a  naphtha  launch  and  takes  fishing  parties 
to  Lake  St.  Clair.  In  his  political  views  he 
is  a  republican.  Ella  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  Harry  is  captain  of  the 
launch,  the  Lulu,  which  he  owns  in  connec- 
tion with  his  brother.  He  married  Catherine 
Lemp,  who  was  born  in  Waterloo  county, 
Canada,  November  13,  1874.  He  is  a  re- 
publican. 

In  1903  Mr,  Tucker  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the 
1st  of  February  of  that  year  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  Clinton  Grove  cemetery.  In 
politics  he  is  a  republican  but  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker,  preferring  to  give  his 
undivided  attention  to  his  business  interests. 
He  is  well  known  as  a  representative  of  the 
industrial  life  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  his  ef- 
forts have  been  so  capably  directed  that  he 
is  regarded  as  a  competent  as  well  as  re- 
liable business  man," who  has  ever  enjoyed 
the  confidence  of  those  whom  he  served  and 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


JAMES  CRAWFORD. 

James  Crawford,  son  of  Robert  Crawford, 
was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  June  24, 
1827,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  May,  1831, 
and  being  the  youngest  of  four  sons  always 
lived  with  his  father  and  shared  with  him 
the  hardships  and  pleasures  of  a  pioneer  life, 
and  helped  his  father  build  a  home  in  the 
wilderness.  He  has  seen  the  home  of  the 
bear,  the  deer  and  the  wolf  changed  into  fine 
farms  with  fine  stock  of  all  kinds  on  them. 
He  helped  to  clear  the  first  piece  of  land  for 
wheat  and  has  lived  continuously  in  the  same 
home  for  seventy-one  years.  He  has  seen  the 
winding  sled  track  through  the  woods  changed 
to  a  straight  graveled  road.  He  has  been  a 
successful  breeder  of  fancy  cattle  and  has 
been  a  veteran  breeder  of  fine  wool  sheep. 
He  commenced  to  improve  and  breed  between 
fifty  and  sixty  years  ago,  and  the  descend- 
ants of  those  sheep  are  on  the  farm  at  the 
present  time.  He  bred  for  density,  length  of 
stable  and  fineness,  and  he  succeeded  in  all 
of  them  and  doubled  the  weight  of  fleece  and 
the  buyers  allowed  that  there  was  more  de- 
lane  wool  than  any  flock  that  they  came 
across. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  married  June  28,  1856, 
to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth (Morton)  Borland,  of  Ayrshire,  Scot- 
land, and  had  three  children:  Robert  J., 
born   September  1,   1857;   Thomas   B.,   born 
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December  10,  1858 ;  and  Annie  E.,  born  April 
28,  1862,  who  died  February  15,  1876.  Mr. 
Crawford  is  a  republican,  a  Free  Mason  and 
a  Congregationalist. 


ROBERT  CRAWFORD. 

Robert  Crawford  was  born  in  Ayrshire, 
Scotland,  August  4,  1796.  With  his  wife  and 
family  he  left  his  native  land  to  come  to  this 
country  in  the  year  1831,  and  calculated  when 
he  left  Scotland  to  go  directly  to  the  Scotch 
settlement  east  of  Almont,  but  when  he  got 
as  far  as  Buffalo  he  stopped  there  and 
thought  that  he  would  earn  some  more  money 
before  he  went  into  the  woods.  After  he  had 
been  there  about  six  months  he  found  that 
the  cholera  was  very  bad  all  around  where  he 
lived.  Mrs.  Crawford  fretted  a  great  deal 
night  and  day  for  fear  that  some  of  the  fami- 
ly would  take  the  cholera.  She  was  the  only 
one  that  took  it  and  she  only  lived  twelve 
hours  after  she  took  it.  Mr.  Crawford  was 
left  with  a  family  of  seven  small  children 
among  strangers.  He  lived  in  Buffalo  about 
twelve  months  after  his  wife  died.  After  he 
had  made  up  his  mind  to  go  on  with  his  jour- 
ney to  the  Scotch  settlement  in  Michigan,  he 
took  passage  on  the  old  steamboat  Superior 
for  Detroit.  On  arriving  there  he  rented  a 
room  and  put  his  family  and  goods  into  it, 
and  then  went  on  foot  to  the  settlement  to  get 
a  team  to  take  his  goods  and  family  to  Romeo. 
There  were  no  plank  roads,  railroads  or  elec- 
tric cars  running  out  from  Detroit  in  those 
days.  He  got  Captain  Chamberlin  to  go  and 
fetch  his  family  and  things  to  Romeo.  He 
rented  a  farm  about  a  mile  northwest  of  Ro- 
meo from  Mr.  Chamberlin  and  lived  on  it  one 
year  and  then  moved  to  Armada.  He  bought 
the  northwest  quarter  of  the  northeast  quar- 
ter of  section  17  at  government  price  and  the 
southwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of 
section  17,  and  afterward  added  more  land 
so  that  the  farm  consisted  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty  acres.  He  then  put  up  his  log 
house  which  was  the  fashion  in  those  days 
and  commenced  to  enjoy  the  hardships  of 
pioneer  life.  Mr.  Crawford  cleared  a  large 
farm  for  himself  and  chopped  over  one  hun- 
dred acres  for  his  neighbors.  Mr.  Crawford 
with  his  two  sons,  Alexander  and  James,  kept 
their  own  house  for  twelve  years.  They 
washed,  baked  and  made  butter.  He  some- 
times went  to  Detroit  with  an  ox-team  and  it 
used  to  take  a  week  to  make  the  trip.     He 


would  take  a  load  of  farm  produce  and  bring 
back  supplies,  such  as  groceries,  salt,  etc.  All 
supplies  that  pioneers  needed  were  dear,  and 
farm  labor  and  produce  were  cheap  and 
money  was  scarce. 

Mr.  Crawford  lived  until  he  was  past  ninety 
years,  and  was  always  cheerful  and  apparent- 
ly happy,  struggled  through  difficulties  and 
hardships,  bore  up  under  trials  to  a  remark- 
able degree  and  lived  to  an  old  age,  passing 
away  peacefully  in  a  few  days  after  his  time 
had  come. 


C.  E.  LOCKWOOD. 


C.  E.  Lockwood,  who  resides  on  section  32, 
Washington  township,  is  a  representative  of 
the  stock-raising  interests  of  Macomb  county. 
He  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides, December  14,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of 
Timothy  Lockwood,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Genesee  county,  New  York,  on  the  19th  of 
November,  1817.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  Jerome  Lockwood,  a  son  of  Captain 
Timothy  Lockwood,  who  was  of  Scotch  an- 
cestry and  served  with  distinction  as  an  officer 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Jerome  Lockwood 
came  to  Michigan  in  1819  and  was  joined  by 
his  father  in  1822.  He  cleared  and  opened 
up  a  farm  in  Macomb  county,  upon  which  his 
son  Timothy  grew  to  manhood.  Here  the  lat- 
ter was  married  to  Miss  Mabel  Ewell,  also  a 
native  of  New  York  and  a  daughter  of  Pel  eg 
Ewell,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
county,  becoming  a  prominent  farmer  and 
large  landowner  having  fourteen  hundred 
acres  of  land.  Timothy  Lockwood  located  on 
the  farm  where  his  son  C.  E.  now  resides  and 
for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  this  place.  After 
a  useful  and  well  spent  life  he  died  on  the 
13th  of  November,  1889,  and  his  wife,  who 
survived  him  for  a  few  years,  passed  away  in 
1893.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  Murray,  who  married  and  followed 
farming  in  Washington  township  until  his 
death;  Thomas  J.,  a  farmer  of  Portland, 
Ionia  county,  Michigan;  Flora  G.,  the  wife 
of  Clark  Miller,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume;  C.  E.,  of  this  review, 
and  Clara  I.,  the  deceased  wife  of  Frank 
Hazleton. 

In  the  common  schools  of  this  county  C.  E. 
Lockwood  acquired  his  education  and  he  early 
gained  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  duties 
which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  He 
remained  at  home  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
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years  took  charge  of  the  farm,  buying  it  a 
few  years  later.  He  has  made  many  good 
improvements  upon  the  place,  including  the 
erection  of  a  barn  and  other  outbuildings  and 
throughout  his  active  business  life  has  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. For  some  years  his  specialty  was  breed- 
ing and  dealing  in  imported  heavy  draft 
horses  and  he  now  gives  particular  attention 
to  fin€  pure  blooded  Von  Homeyer  Ram- 
boulette  sheep,  being  president  of  the  Von 
Homeyer  Ramboulette  Club.  He  has  won 
many  prizes  on  his  sheep  at  both  county  and 
state  fairs  and  his  opinions  are  regarded  as 
authority  on  raising  those  animals.  For  sev- 
eral years  Mr.  Lockwood  has  also  acted  as 
agent  for  land  fertilizer,  traveling  through- 
out this  state.  He  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  Washington  Farmers  Club 
and  was  president  of  that  association  for  a 
number  of  years. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  1878,  in  Macomb 
county,  Mr.  Lockwood  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ida  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Homer 
Davis,  who  is  represented  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  She  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  this  county  and  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Flora,  wife  of  D. 
T.  Smith,  who  is  now  operating  the  Lockwood 
farm;  Mildred  M.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti  and  is  now 
a  teacher  in  the  IJtica  high  school ;  and  Cyrus 
Bruce,  who  is  a  student  in  the  Washington 
school. 

Politically  Mr.  Lockwood  affiliates  with  the 
republican  party  and  being  a  believer  in  good 
schools  and  competent  teachers  he  has  effi- 
ciently served  on  the  school  board  in  his  dis- 
trict for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  a  Mason, 
belonging  to  the  blue  lodge  at  Davis  and  the 
chapter  and  commandery  at  Romeo. 


FRANK  S.  FORSTER, 

Frank  S.  Forster  is  an  architect  of  Mount 
Clemens,  who  is  well  equipped  for  his  pro- 
fession by  thorough  preparation  and  practical 
experience.  He  was  born  in  Lansing,  Michi- 
gan, January  3,  1880,  and  comes  of  English 
lineage,  his  ancestors  having  emigrated  from 
England  to  the  new  world  during  the  colonial 
epoch  in  our  country's  history.  His  father, 
Thomas  H.  Forster,  was  a  native  of  Mount 
Clemens  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Es- 
tella  Brehler,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Berlin, 
Ontario,  and  who  died  in  1894.     They  were 


the  parents  of  three  children:  Frank  S., 
Grace  M.,  and  Burton  H.,  but  the  last  named 
died  in  1902,  at  the  age  of  eight  years. 

Frank  S.  Forster  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  Mount  Clemens  for  the  early  edu- 
cational privileges  he  enjoyed.  He  passed 
through  successive  grades  there  until  he  had 
completed  the  high  school  course  by  gradua- 
tion in  the  class  of  1899.  He  next  entered 
Cornell  University,  where  he  pursued  a  full 
course  in  architecture  and  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1903. 
He  was  afterward  employed  by  various  archi- 
tects in  Detroit  and  at  Sault  Sainte  Marie, 
in  former  places  being  an  employe  of  Strat- 
ton  &  Baldwin,  Albert  Kahn,  George  Nunn 
and  A.  W.  Chittenden. 

He  opened  his  office  in  Mount  Clemens, 
February  1,  1904,  and  has  here  devoted  his 
attention  largely  to  residence  work.  He  has 
been  employed  in  making  plans  for  a  number 
of  the  fine  homes  of  Mount  Clemens  and  other 
cities  of  this  state  and  he  also  prepared  the 
plans  for  a  beautiful  country  home,  near 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  He  is  a  leading  repre- 
sentative of  his  profession  and  has  entered  a 
career  which  gives  every  promise  of  becoming 
a  very  successful  one.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Mount 
Clemens  Club.  He  is  popular  in  social  circles 
and  already  has  become  widely  known  in 
Mount  Clemens  although  the  period  of  his 
residence  here  is  of  comparatively  brief 
duration. 


F.  HAROLD  HAYWARD. 

F.  Harold  Hayward  was  born  in  Romeo, 
Macomb  county,  Michigan,  June  30,  1867, 
and  is  the  son  of  Drs.  Abner  and  Alice  J. 
Hayward,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
As  an  artist  his  name  and  paintings  are  be- 
coming familiar  throughout  both  Europe  and 
America.  His  early  education  was  acquired 
in  the  public  schools  of  Mount  Clemens.  He 
exhibited  artistic  talent  when  a  child  and 
when  seventeen  years  old  became  a  student 
of  art  in  the  studio  of  W.  B.  Conley,  of  De- 
troit. Mr.  Hayward,  being  a  close  student  of 
Nature,  continued  his  out-of-door  work, 
studying  Nature  carefully  in  her  varied  as- 
pects. He  loved  Nature  best  at  morning  and 
evening,  striving  ever  for  the  soft  atmos- 
pheric effects  of  these  hours.  He  became  a 
student  in  the  Art  Institute  of  Chicago  in 
1889  under  John  Vanderpool  and  Oliver  De- 
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witt  Grover.  In  the  fall  of  1892  he  resumed 
his  work  in  this  institute  under  Vanderpool 
and  Freer.  After  remaining  here  for  some 
time  he  returned  to  Mount  Clemens  and  there 
reopened  his  studio.  Yielding  to  the  attrac- 
tions of  Niagara  he  spent  much  time  sketching 
there,  and  later  developed  some  of  his  most 
important  works  from  these  sketches. 

In  the  spring  of  1896  he  accepted  an  in- 
vitation from  "the  old  boys'7  who  yearly 
migrate  to  northern  Michigan  "deer  hunt- 
ing, ' ?  and  while  the  ' '  boys, ' '  Judge  Eldredge, 
John  Garvin,  Lemuel  Sackett,  James  Bren- 
nan  and  Wallace  Babcock,  hunted  deer,  Hay- 
ward  hunted  for  sketches.  He  brought  back 
as  many  characteristic  views  as  "the  boys" 
did  deer.  One  of  his  most  famous  "hunting 
scenes"  is  from  a  sketch  secured  at  this  time 
with  two  of  the  ' '  boys ' '  as  model  hunters. 

One  of  his  favorite  models  is  a  hermit  fisher- 
man of  the  lakes  familiarly  known  as  "Old 
Brooks. ' '  This  interesting  character  has  lived 
alone  on  the  shores  of  Lake  St.  Clair  during 
the  past  forty  years.  He  has  been  a  frequent 
model  for  the  artist,  and  the  paintings  of  the 
"Old  Fisherman"  are  widely  known. 

In  1898  Mr.  Hayward  went  abroad  for  the 
purpose  of  pursuing  his  studies  in  art.     He 
remained  a  student  in  Paris  for  three  years 
and  then  became  the  pupil  of  Jean  Paul  Lau- 
rens, Benjamin  Constant  and  James  McNeil 
Whistler.     Whistler  was  at  this  time  one  of 
the    greatest    living    artists,    and    the    oppor- 
tunity of  studying  with  him  was  a  privilege  of 
a  lifetime.     The  influence  of  his  association 
with  AVhistler  and  its  effect  upon  his  work 
will  never  be  effaced.     While  in  Paris  he  de- 
veloped from  his  Niagara  sketches  four  im- 
portant  canvasses  which   attracted  much  at- 
tention, bringing  him  prominently  before  the 
public    and    creating    universal    admiration. 
Two  of  these  paintings  were  on  exhibition  at 
the  Paris  Exposition  in  1900;  one  at  the  Koyal 
Academy   in  London;   and  one   at  the   Pan- 
American  Exhibition  at  Buffalo,  New  York. 
His  work,  while  in  France,  led  him  into  Italy, 
Germany  and  Switzerland,  where  he  secured 
many  valuable  sketches  and  studied  the  works 
of  the  old  masters  in  all  the  noted  galleries 
of  these  countries.     He  also  studied  in  Eng- 
land  and    Scotland.      While   in   Europe    Mr. 
Hayward   came    in   touch   with   the    greatest 
living  masters   of   the    day   and   the   artistic 
world,  being  a  member  of  the  important  art 
clubs  and  art  circles.     He  is  represented  in 
many  choice  collections  in  both  Europe  and 
America.     He  has  also  done  fine  illustrating. 
Besides  several  poems  his  masterpiece  in  this 


line  is  the  painting  known  as  "The  Evening 
of  Life,"  done  for  the  Walter  E.  Dewey  Com- 
pany of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Hayward  is  recognized  to-day  as  an 
artist  of  wide  experience,  enjoying  a  reputa- 
tion as  a  figure  and  landscape  painter  of  high- 
est merit.  As  a  colorist  he  ranks  among  the 
first.  The  force  and  truthfulness  of  his  char- 
acters, the  stories  told  by  his  brush,  with  deli- 
cacy and  refinement,  the  soft  atmospheric  ef- 
fects of  his  landscapes,  place  him  among  the 
recognized  artists  of  his  day. 

Mr.  Hayward  was  married  July  12,  1898, 
to  Miss  Olive  Belle  Hull,  daughter  of  Syl- 
vanus  E.  and  Isabelle  Hull  of  Albion,  Michi- 
gan. Mrs.  Hayward  is  a  graduate  of  Albion 
College,  receiving  the  degree  of  B.  S.  She 
has  published  some  works  of  high  merit.  Dur- 
ing their  stay  in  Europe  she  continued  her 
studies,  mostly  along  the  line  of  sociology. 
She  also  improved  the  great  advantage  of 
studying  art  along  with  her  husband  in  his 
chosen  profession.  Mrs.  Hayward  is  in  full 
sympathy  with  her  husband's  work  and  is 
one  of  his  best  art  critics.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Olive  Belle  and  Alice 
Louise.  They  expect  soon  to  locate  perma- 
nently abroad. 


JOHN  L.  STARKWEATHER. 

John  L.  Starkweather,  for  a  long  time  one 
of  the  prominent  attorneys  at  Romeo,  is  the 
son  of  James  and  Roxana  Leslie  Stark- 
weather, born  in  Bruce  township,  October  4, 
1844.  His  father,  James  S.  Starkweather, 
was  the  son  of  a  revolutionary  soldier  and 
was  of  Scotch  and  English  descent.  He  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  October  25,  1801.  In 
1825  he  located  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
near  the  Hoxie  settlement  (Romeo)  in  Bruce, 
where  he  lived  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
married  September  6,  1827,  to  Roxana  Leslie, 
of  New  York  state,  of  the  Leslie  family,  also 
early  settlers  of  Bruce.  James  Starkweather 
died  at  Romeo,  February  10,  1873.  John  L. 
Starkweather,  after  working  on  the  parental 
farm  and  obtaining  a  common-school  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Romeo,  took  a  course  of 
study  at  Eastman's  Commercial  College  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  later  (1868- 
70)  took  the  law  course  at  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity at  Ann  Arbor.  From  1866  to  1868 
he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in 
Romeo,  at  which  place  he  opened  a  law  office 
after  completing  his  course  in  the  legal  col- 
lege in  1870.     He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
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the  Washtenaw  circuit,  March  23,  1869,  and 
to  practice  in  the  United  States  courts  at 
Washington  in  the  following  November.  He 
has  been  in  active  practice  of  his  profession 
ever  since  the  opening  of  his  office  at  Romeo 
and  has  enjoyed  a  large  and  remunerative 
practice,  his  specialties  being  patents  and 
pensions.  He  has  always  been  very  active  in 
the  temperance  cause  and  is  a  member  of  a 
large  number  of  the  fraternal  organizations, 
some  of  which  have  honored  him  with  elec- 
tions to  high  and  responsible  positions.  June 
14,  1871,  he  married  Laura  E.  Spencer,  of 
Armada,  and  of  the  four  children  born  to 
them  three  are  still  living :  Weed  T.,  also 
an  active  member  of  Macomb  county's  bar; 
Bruce  R. ;  and  Clara  L.  The  musical  talents 
of  the  daughter  are  marked  and  have  been 
carefullv  educated. 


SILAS  B.  SPIER. 


Silas  B.  Spier,  son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
J.  (Patton)  Spier,  was  born  in  Ontario  coun- 
ty, New  York,  January  8,  1854;  came  with 
his  parents  in  1860  to  Kalamazoo  county, 
Michigan,  where  he  obtained  his  common- 
school  education;  after  one  year  at  the  Agri- 
cultural College  at  Lansing,  he  attended 
Olivet  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1876. 
His  father,  having  died  in  1875,  and  his 
mother  coming  to  Mount  Clemens  to  care  for 
her  aged  father,  John  Patton,  who  had  then 
become  blind,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came 
to  Mount  Clemens  and  entered  the  office  of 
Arthur  L.  Canfield,  afterwards  circuit  judge. 
He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  May,  1877, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  pursuit  of  his  profession  at  Ma- 
comb's  county  seat.  On  January  1,  1883,  the 
firm  of  Eldredge  &  Spier  was  formed,  which 
continued  until  the  elevation  of  its  senior 
member  to  the  circuit  bench,  January  1,  1894. 
In  1896,  Mr.  Spier  was  elected  judge  of  pro- 
bate, which  office  he  filled  for  four  years. 

May  27,  1880,  he  was  married  to  Julia  L., 
daughter  of  James  B.  and  Helen  D.  El- 
dredge. Their  children  are  Helen  J.,  born 
1881;  Margaret,  born  1889;  and  James  E., 
born  in  1897. 


JUDGE  DEWITT  C.  WALKER. 

Judge  DeWitt  C.  Walker  was  born  in 
Clarendon,  Vermont,  in  1812.  After  gradu- 
ating at  Middlebury  College  at  the  head  of 
his  class  he  entered  the  Yale  Law  School  and 


studied  law  under  DeWitt  Daggett  and  Judge 
Daggett,  graduating  from  the  Yale  school  in 
1836.  He  came  to  Romeo,  Macomb  county, 
and  continued  there  in  the  practice  of  law 
for  twenty  years  and  in  the  meantime  serv- 
ing Macomb  county  as  its  prosecuting  attor- 
ney for  two  years.  He  was  afterwards  elected 
state  representative  and  later  state  sen- 
ator: re-elected  to  the  house  again  in  1844 
and  1846;  and  in  1845  chosen  as  one  of  the 
regents  of  the  State  University.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of 
1850  that  framed  the  present  constitution  of 
Michigan.  In  1857,  Judge  Walker  laid  out 
and  platted  the  town  of  Capac  in  St.  Clair 
county  and  thereafter  St.  Clair  county  re- 
ceived the  benefit  of  his  residence  and  able 
services.  He  was  elected  judge  of  probate  of 
St.  Clair  county  and  served  in  that  capacity 
for  four  years. 

Judge  Walker  was  one  of  the  representa- 
tive men  of  the  times,  possessed  of  rare  per- 
ceptive faculties  coupled  with  able  executive 
ability.  He  was  at  one  time  quite  extensively 
engaged  in  milling  and  manufacturing  in  St. 
Clair  county,  and  largely  through  his  efforts 
Capac  became  what  he  often  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  see  it,  a  thriving,  hustling  village.  He 
was  especially  interested  in  the  educational 
progress  of  the  country  and  it  was  mainly 
through  his  instrumentality  that  a  bill  was 
introduced  which  provided  for  the  present 
admirable  system  of  free  schools  throughout 
the  state. 

In  1836  Mr.  Walker  was  married  to  Miss 
Adeline  Ketcham,  of  Vermont,  to  whom  were 
born  seven  children,  five  of  whom  survived 
Judge  Walker  at  the  time  of  his  death  at 
Capac,  August  17,  1904. 


JUDGE  JAMES  G.  TUCKER. 

Judge  James  G.  Tucker,  the  present  circuit 
judge,  was  born  at  Mount  Clemens,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1855.  His  father,  James  G.  Tucker, 
came  to  Mount  Clemens  to  act  as  cashier  of 
the  old  Macomb  County  Bank,  then  controlled 
by  the  Tucker  Brothers.  The  Tucker  family 
were  from  New  York  state  and  the  grand- 
father of  the  Judge  wTas  a  Baptist  minister 
long  located  at  Rochester,  New  York.  His 
mother  was  Jennette,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Hatch,  long  time  justice  of  peace  at  Mount 
Clemens.  After  a  ten  years  residence  at  New 
Orleans,  James  G.  Tucker,  Jr.,  returned  to 
Mount  Clemens  in  1870  and  after  attending 
school  here,  taught  for  a  time  in  the  neigh- 
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boring  schools ;  was  for  several  years  probate 
clerk  and  four  years  justice  of  the  peace; 
city  clerk  for  one  year.  In  1880  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  by  Macomb  county  circuit 
court,  Judge  Harris  presiding.  In  1888  he 
was  chosen  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  coun- 
ty, a  position  he  filled  with  such  satisfaction 
to  the  people  for  four  years  that  at  the  end 
of  that  time  they  elected  him  judge  of  pro- 
bate. Retiring  from  that  position  January  1, 
1897,  he  was  soon  thereafter  appointed  re- 
ceiver of  the  Detroit  &  River  St.  Clair  Rail- 
way, then  in  part  constructed.  In  this  re- 
ceivership Judge  Tucker  was  busily  engaged 
for  several  years  during  which  the  road  was 
completed  from  Chesterfield  to  Marine  City 
and  finaliy  sold.  It  now  forms  an  important 
part  of  the  Rapid  Railway  System  between 
Mt.  Clemens  and  Port  Huron.  In  1899,  upon 
the  retirement  of  Judge  Eldredge,  Mr.  Tucker 
was  the  unanimous  choice  of  his  party  for 
circuit  judge,  which  position  he  has  filled  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
litigants  and  people  generally  for  the  past 
six  years. 

September  9,  1881,  he  married  Eliza  B. 
Wood,  daughter  of  George  Wood  (son  of 
James  Wood) ,  from  Yorkshire,  England,  who 
in  1843  located  on  lands  in  sections  4  and  5 
of  Clinton,  one  of  the  sturdy,  industrious  and 
progressive  pioneers  of  that  township.  Two 
children,  a  daughter,  Jeanette,  and  a  son, 
James  Guerber  Tucker,  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tucker.  Judge  Tucker  has 
always  been  a  democrat  in  politics  and  his 
popularity  and  ability  are  evidenced  by  his 
many  successes  at  the  polls. 


WILLIAM  W.  GIBBS. 

William  Woodruff  Gibbs  was  born  in  Livo- 
nia, Livingston  county,  New  York,  December 
31,  1821,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Romeo  De- 
cember 29,   1902.     The  family  was  of  New 


England  origin  and  his  mother  a  Woodruff, 
a  family  noted  for  its  musical  talents.  As 
one  of  twelve  children  the  necessity  for  work 
became  early  urgent  and  while  yet  a  lad  he 
was  apprenticed  to  a  gunsmith  and  worked 
some  years  at  that  trade.  The  rare  natural 
artistic  element  of  his  mind  early  developed 
itself  and  after  working  at  the  trade  he  had 
learned  for  eight  years,  he  began  his  studies 
for  the  chosen  work  of  his  life  with  a  local 
artist  and  prosecuted  his  studies  and  work 
in  his  native  town  for  a  time. 

In  1848  he  removed  to  Kalamazoo,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  was  engaged  in  his  profession. 
While  at  Kalamazoo  he  was  a  member  of  an 
orchestra  band  and  traveled  over  quite  a 
large  portion  of  the  western  part  of  the  state 
in  connection  with  it.  About  1852  he  came 
from  Kalamazoo  to  Armada  and  in  1853  to 
Romeo,  which  continued  to  be  his  home  till 
the  time  of  his  death.  During  the  years  of 
his  life  at  Romeo,  he  continued  his  work 
painting  portraits  in  the  earlier  years  and 
while  engaged  in  such  work  he  gradually 
drifted  into  the  work  more  suited  to  his  taste 
of  landscape  painting. 

Mr.  Gibbs  was  a  fine  musician  and  artist 
of  fine  qualities  and  many  of  the  homes  of 
Romeo  are  filled  with  the  scenes  sketched 
from  nature  and  illustrating  many  of  the 
beauties  of  the  surrounding  country.  His 
character  was  as  simple  and  guileless  as  a 
child  and  withal  he  carried  with  him  through 
his  long  and  useful  career  the  child's  love  of 
the  true  and  beautiful.  Warm  and  true  in 
his  affections,  honest  and  upright  and  kind 
and  obliging  to  all,  he  went  through  life  like 
one  led  by  high  and  lofty  ideals.  In  1892, 
upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Bradley, 
he  conceived  and  executed  one  of  his  finest 
designs  "Father  Marquette  at  St.  Ignace  in 
1670, "  which  was  adopted  as  one  of  the  de- 
signs for  the  issue  of  postage  stamps  by  the 
Government  and  later  the  State  Pioneer  So- 
ciety of  Michigan  as  the  frontispiece  to  the 
1903  volume  of  its  transactions  and  records. 


HISTORICAL. 


CHAPTER  I. 

INTRODUCTORY.    INDIAN  AND  PRE-INDIAN  PERIOD. 

The  early  history  of  the  territory  now  occu- 
pied by  Macomb  county  is  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  trend  of  events  in  all  the 
surrounding  country  and  so  incapable  of  sep- 
aration from  the  history  of  nearly  all  of  the 
lower  peninsula  of  the  state,  that  in  order  to 
appreciate  in  any  way,  the  happenings  of 
those  days,  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider 
somewhat  the  situation  of  the  entire  district. 
The  Indian  and  pre-Indian  history  of  the 
county  is  of  course  the  same  as  all  the  sur- 
rounding" country.  The  French  exploration, 
occupation  and  supremacy  of  the  county  was 
but  a  part  of  the  history  of  New  France  as 
the  country  was  then  called,  Michigan  and 
a  large  portion  of  the  northwest  territory  be- 
ing claimed,  and  rightly  so  by  the  French 
as  a  part  of  their  territory.  This  period  of 
French  supremacy  was  nominally  terminated 
in  1763  after  the  close  of  the  French  and  In- 
dian war  when  all  the  French  claims  in  the 
north  of  the  English  speaking  colonists  were 
ceded  to  England.  Although  theoretically 
under  English  control  from  that  time  to  the 
close  of  the  American  Revolution,  this  coun- 
ty as  well  as  a  large  portion  of  the  surround- 
ing country  was  still  French  in  customs,  lan- 
guage and  thought.  The  termination  of  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  in  1783  nominally 
established  the  boundary  line  between  the 
American  and  English  territories  along  the 
channel  of  the  lakes,  thus  leaving  Macomb 
county  a  part  of  the  American  territory,  but 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  English  possession  and 
control  of  this  county  as  well  as  all  the  sur- 
rounding country  continued  until  1796,  when 
under  the  terms  of  Jay's  Treaty,  the  fort  at 


Detroit  and  other  military  points  lying  to  the 
south  and  west  of  the  lakes  were  surrendered 
to  the  American  forces,  and  from  that  time  on 
the  history  of  Macomb  county  forms  a  con- 
stituent part  of  the  history  of  the  United 
States. 

The  territory  thus  coming  into  the  posses^ 
sion  of  the  American  government  formed  a 
part  of  the  so-called  Northwest  Territory, 
which  had  already  been  organized  by  an  or- 
dinance of  Congress  adopted  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  present  Federal  Constitution, 
July  13,  1787.  Michigan  continued  a  part 
of  the  Northwest  Territory  until  January 
11,  1805,  when  the  territory  of  Michigan 
was  set  off  and  Detroit  made  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment. 

Up  until  the  treaty  of  Detroit,  made  No- 
vember 17,  1807,  with  the  Chippewas,  Ot- 
tawas,  Wyandots,  and  Pottawatomies,  the  le- 
gal title  to  all  the  land  in  Michigan  outside 
of  a  few  military  posts  and  a  strip  of  land 
six  miles  wide  along  the  Detroit  river,  re- 
mained Indian  property,  but  by  that  treaty 
the  United  States  acquired  the  Indian  title  to 
that  portion  of  Michigan  which  lies  east  of  a 
line  drawn  north  from  the  mouth  of  the  Au 
Glaize  river  in  Ohio  to  a  point  due  west  of 
the  outlet  of  Lake  Huron  and  running  from 
that  point  to  White  Rock  on  Lake  Huron. 
All  of  this  territory  which  lies  north  of  the 
base  line,  southern  boundary  of  the  present 
Macomb  county,  was  by  the  proclamation  of 
the  governor  of  the  then  territory  of  Michi- 
gan, Lewis  Cass,  set  off  and  established  as  a 
separate  county  to  be  called  the  county  of  Ma- 
comb, January  15,  1818. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  speaking  politi- 
cally the  history  of  Macomb  county  begins 
with  the  last  named  date,  and  that  the  history 
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of  the  earlier  periods  will  necessarily  be  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
whole  territory  that  it  will  consist  of  a  re- 
counting of  much  that  is  applicable  to  other 
localities  as  well  as  Macomb  county. 

The  location  of  the  county  adjacent  to  Lake 
St.  Clair  which  in  reality  forms  only  a  part 
of   the   strait    connecting   Lake    Huron   with 
Lake  Erie  has  made  it  a  place  rich  in  the 
history  of  Indian  warfare  were  it  possible  to 
obtain  the  facts  regarding  the  same.     As  far 
back  as  we  are  able  to  go,  the  Indians  to  the 
south  of  the  great  lakes,  the  Miamis,  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  powerful  Algonquin  tribe, 
were     strongly     intrenched     and     powerful 
enough  to  form  a  barrier  impassable  to  north- 
ern tribes  in  their  nights  and  migrations.    As 
a  result  the  Indians  of  eastern  Michigan  when 
hard  pressed  by  their  enemies,  were  compelled 
to  escape  to  the  eastward  and  naturally  chose 
those  points  which  did  not  involve  crossing 
wide  expanses  of  water,   and  St.   Clair  and 
Detroit  rivers,  and  Lake  St.  Clair  have  been 
the  seat  of  many  a  migration  of  the  Indians 
from  Canada  to  Michigan  and  from  Michigan 
to  Canada.     Many  have  been  the  stands  that 
the  Indian  warriors  have  taken  for  a  last  des- 
perate fight  with  their  enemies  before  cross- 
ins*  the  waters  to  invade  the  territories  of  the 
possibly    unfriendly    Indians    occupying    the 
lands  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  strait.     As  a 
result,   Macomb   county   has   sometimes   been 
called  the  Pagigendamowinaki,  or  the  great 
cemetery  of  the  aborigines  and  mementos  of 
Indian  warfare  and  Indian  burials  were  nu- 
merous   in    the    county.       The     number    of 
mounds,    the    character    of    human    remains 
found  in  them,  the  stone  hatchets,  flint  arrow 
heads  and  unnumbered  scattered  skeletons  all 
bear  silent  testimonials  to  numberless  battles 
and  fierce  warfare  waged  over  this  territory, 
whose  history,  howTever,  can  only  be  a  matter 
of  speculation.     The  materials  found  in  some 
of  the  mounds  have  forced  a  belief  that  at  one 
time  the  country  was  occupied  by  a  race  far 
superior  in   civilization  to  the   Indians  that 
were  found  here  at  the  time  of  the  first  visits 
of  the  white  men,  and  much  speculation  has 
been  indulged  in  relative  to  who  and  what 
these    mound-builders    were.     Whether    they 
were  Mongolians  who  had  come  across  from 
Asia,  or  possibly  members  of  the  lost  Tribes 
of  Israel  or  whether  they  were  merely  ances- 
tors of  the  Indians,  who  through  degeneracy 
had  lost  the  arts  and  powers  once  known  to 
their  forefathers,   can  never  be  determined. 
Certain  it  is,  however,  that  among  the  In- 
dians themselves  had  been  handed  down  a 


tradition  that  the  country  had  been  occupied 
by  a  race  of  people  superior  in  skill  tc 
themselves  and  among  the  Ilurons  who  occu- 
pied a  large  portion  of  Macomb  county,  it 
was  contended  that  they  were  descendants  of 
this  earlier  race.  This  tradition  recites  that 
a  struggle  which  occupied  a  great  many  years 
was  maintained  between  the  original  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county,  ancestors  of  the  Hurons, 
and  a  tribe  of  Indians  coming  down  from  the 
north  possessed  of  greater  prowess,  and  that 
the  older  inhabitants,  after  gallantly  and 
bravely  contesting  foot  by  foot,  were  crowded 
across  the  waters  into  what  is  now  Canada; 
that  they  left  behind  them  intrenchments, 
remnants  of  which  were  still  to  be  found  when 
the  whites  settled  this  county,  which,  how- 
ever, proved  unavailing  aid  in  their  efforts 
to  resist  the  advances  of  the  barbarians  from 
the  north.  This  Huron  tradition  recites  that 
the  conquering  tribes  from  the  north  were 
themselves  overwhelmed  and  destroyed  by  a 
second  wave  of  still  more  powerful  red  men 
who,  seeking  relief  from  the  hardships  of  the 
more  rigorous  climate  and  tempted  by  the 
reputation  of  this  country  as  a  hunting 
ground,  moved  southward,  and  in  spite  of  the 
stubborn  opposition  of  the  then  occupants, 
succeeded  after  a  long  term  of  years  in  pos- 
sessing this  country.  The  second  race  of  in- 
vaders from  the  north  were  the  ancestors  of 
the  Chippewas,  and  later  another  struggle 
took  place  between  the  Hurons  and  the  Chip- 
pewas, "the  outcome  of  which  was  that  the 
Ilurons,  after  a  temporary  success,  were  again 
forced  out  of  Michigan  and  across  the  waters 
into  Canada." 

Whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  these  tradi- 
tions, it  is  reasonable  that  about  the  second 
decade  of  the  16th  century  the  Chippewas 
were  in  possession  of  the  district  now  consti- 
tuting the  southeast  part  of  Michigan,  and  up 
to  about  the  Clinton  river.  Next  north  of 
them,  the  country  was  occupied  by  the  Sauks, 
who  controlled  the  country  up  as  far  north 
as  Thunder  Bay.  Still  north  of  them  were 
the  Pottawatomies.  About  1520  a  great  strug- 
gle took  place  among  these  tribes,  the  outcome 
of  which  was  the  practical  extinction  of  the 
Sauks  and  the  establishment  of  the  territory 
taken  from  them  either  by  tacit  understand- 
ing or  formal  treaties  between  the  tribes,  as 
a  common  hunting  ground.  The  Ottawas  had 
joined  with  the  Chippewas  and  Pottawatomies 
in  this  warfare  on  the  Sauks,  and  upon  the 
first  visit  of  the  whites  to  this  country  in  the 
autumn  of  1641  under  the  lead  of  Fathers 
Gogues  and  Eaymbault,  these  three  tribes  of 
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Indians,  the  Chippewas,  Ottawas  and  Potta- 
watomies,  occupied  the  territory  now  known 
as  the  Southern  Peninsula  of  Michigan,  but 
they  were  scattered  very  sparsely  without  per- 
manent habitations  and  dependent  almost  en- 
tirely upon  the  chase  and  natural  products 
of  the  earth  for  subsistance.  One  might  have 
traveled  for  days  in  almost  any  direction 
without  meeting  a  single  Indian.  One  cause 
for  this  is  reported  to  have  been  the  belief 
among  the  Indians  that  the  spirits  of  the  con- 
quered Sauks  still  haunted  these  hunting 
grounds,  and  that  that  Indian  who  grew  too 
daring  and  strayed  too  far  from  his  compan- 
ions was  in  danger  of  being  killed  by  some 
avenging  spirit  of  the  Sauk  warrior. 

In  1648  another  visit  wras  made  by  white 
missionaries  to  the  Indians  of  this  country, 
and  it  was  found  that  since  the  former  visit, 
another  tribe  had  been  added  to  the  Indians 
of  Michigan.  These  were  the  Hurons  who,  un- 
like the  Chippewas,  Ottawas  and  Pottawato- 
mies,  did  not  belong  to  the  Algonquin  family 
of  Indians.  In  their  habits,  in  the  permanency 
of  their  habitation,  and  in  their  devotion  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  they  much  more  strong- 
ly resembled  the  Iroquois  Indians  with  whom, 
however,  they  were  at  enmity.  Having  suf- 
fered severe  and  crushing  defeats  in  their  for- 
mer territory  of  Georgian  Bay  and  the  east 
shore  of  Lake  Huron,  they  had  been  forced 
westward  by  the  Iroquois  to  seek  new  refuge. 
They  crossed  the  waters  at  the  most  conven- 
ient points,  viz.,  at  the  Soo  river  and  the  De- 
troit-St.  Clair  strait  to  find  new  homes  among 
the  Algonquin  tribes  occupying  Michigan 
who,  either  because  of  their  hatred  of  the 
Iroquois  or  of  the  weakness  and  helplessness 
of  the  Hurons,  received  them  well,  and  al- 
lowed them  to  find  new  homes  at  scattered 
points  through  the  country.  The  waterways 
forming  the  chief  and  practically  the  sole 
means  of  getting  about,  new  homes  of  the 
Hurons  were  generally  found  upon  the  banks 
of  some  of  the  streams.  As  a  result  of  this 
no  less  than  five  streams  located  within  the 
limits  of  our  present  state  were  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Huron  River.  Among  these 
streams  was  the  main  river  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty, now  known  as  the  Clinton. 

These  four  tribes  of  Indians  usually  acted 
together  harmoniously.  They  fought  with  the 
French  against  the  English  in  the  war  which 
ended  with  the  conquest  of  Canada;  they 
were  with  the  English  and  against  the  Ameri- 
cans in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  with 
few   exceptions  in  the  War  of   1812.     They 


stood  together  in  the  siege  of  Detroit  in  1762, 
acting  under  the  leadership  of  Pontiac,  the 
shrewd  and  able  chief  of  the  Ottawas. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  a  thorough 
and  systematic  examination  was  not  made  of 
the  remnants  of  the  early  civilization  that 
appeared  in  Macomb  county  before  they  were 
leveled  by  the  plow,  and  disappeared  before 
the  marks  of  later  civilization.  One  of  the 
most  prominent  of  these  forts  or  mounds  was 
found  in  the  township  of  Bruce  near  its  east 
line  some  three  miles  northeast  of  Romeo  at 
a  point  where  the  banks  of  the  North  Branch 
of  the  Clinton  rises  abruptly  some  ten  or 
twelve  feet.  This  fort  appeared  to  be  about 
350  feet  in  diameter  with  walls  at  the  time 
they  were  leveled  by  the  plow  some  four  or 
five  feet  high  and  eight  feet  thick  at  the  base, 
which,  considering  the  length  of  time  that 
they  had  stood  and  the  character  of  the  soil 
of  which  they  were  composed,  loose  gravel, 
would  indicate  that  they  were,  when  first 
used,  of  much  greater  height.  The  dirt  to 
form  the  walls  had  been  dug  from  the  imme- 
diate outside,  leaving  a  ditch  or  moat,  which 
afforded  a  further  protection.  In  the  wall 
were  openings,  three  in  number,  about  twenty 
feet  wide,  directly  opposite  which  on  the  in- 
side was  an  additional  mound,  shutting  off 
the  view  from  the  exterior.  Between  the  fort 
and  the  branch  were  found  a  number  of 
mounds  or  graves,  each  containing  a  skeleton, 
the  size  of  the  bones  of  which  indicated  that 
its  owner  wrhen  living  was  of  a  size  largely 
in  excess  of  the  modern  Indian  known  to  the 
whites.  Some  twenty  rods  from  the  south  of 
this  fort  and  across  the  stream  was  located 
a  large  mound  surrounded  by  smaller  ones, 
probably  the  burial  place  of  a  chief,  around 
whom  the  members  of  his  family,  as  they 
died,  were  interred. 

Another  fort  appeared  upon  the  farm  for 
a  long  time,  owned  by  B.  II.  Thurston,  about 
a  mile  further  up  the  stream  from  the  one 
first  described.  The  fort  was  oblong  in  shape, 
extending  nearly  500  feet,  and  being  in  its 
greater  breadth  about  250  feet.  This  had  but 
one  opening  towards  the  river,  and  the  two 
ends  of  the  circle  of  the  wall  were  made  to 
overlap  each  other.  In  the  vicinity  of  this 
fort  were  found  numerous  stone  hatchets, 
flint  arrow  heads  and  bits  of  crockery.  The 
third  fort  was  found  in  the  extreme  north- 
west of  the  county  about  one  mile  wrest  of  the 
North  Branch.  This  was  nearly  circular  in 
form  with  a  diameter  of  about  225  feet. 

Near  the  lake  were  also  some  forts  or  in- 
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trenchments  which  indicated  an  engineering 
knowledge  and  a  degree  of  industry  beyond 
that  the  later  Indians  were  known  to  possess. 
Upon  the  farm  taken  up  by  William  Tucker 
in  Harrison  and  Chesterfield  upon  the  Clin- 
ton river,  there  were  many  indications  of 
these  intrenchments.  Usually  in  form  a  com- 
plete circle,  having  but  one  opening  at  the 
bank  of  the  river.  Some  of  these  contained 
from  three  to  five  acres  and  in  them  were 
found  fragments  of  pottery  curiously  carved. 

On  the  southwest  bank  of  Salt  river  not 
far  from  its  mouth  was  located  one  of  these 
forts  which  inclosed  some  three  acres.  The 
gate  or  mouth  of  the  inclosure  appeared  op- 
posite the  river,  and  directly  across  from  the 
same  was  a  cornfield,  where  thousands  of  lit- 
tle hills,  the  result  of  corn  cultivation,  were 
apparent  even  as  late  as  1827.  The  grain  had 
evidently  been  planted  in  order  and  cultivated 
to  a  good  extent,  although  at  the  time  the  fort 
and  cornfield  were  examined,  it  was  apparent 
that  a  great  length  of  time  had  elapsed  since 
its  use,  as  a  means  of  protection.  Many  other 
slight  and  isolated  evidences  of  the  work  of 
the  former  race  inhabiting  this  country  were 
found  scattered  through  the  county,  but  they 
have  been  so  obliterated  that  it  is  useless  to 
attempt  to  collect  them  or  to  base  upon  them 
any  theory  as  to  the  character  or  history  of 
their  builders. 

It  was  early  announced  that  the  policy  of 
United  States  was  to  recognize  the  Indian 
tribes  in  possession  of  the  territory  as  being 
the  nominal  undisputed  owners  of  the  terri- 
tory. This  ownership,  however,  rested  in  the 
Indian  tribes  rather  than  in  individuals,  and 
always  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  gov- 
ernment. Accordingly  the  same  rule  wras 
adopted  by  this  country  as  had  been  an- 
nounced by  the  English  during  their  occupa- 
tion of  the  country  in  conjunction  with  Can- 
ada, viz.,  that  no  individual  should  be  allowed 
to  purchase  direct  from  the  Indians,  but 
should  be  required  to  obtain  his  title  to  lands 
through  the  United  States  government  after 
the  Indian  title  thereto  had  been  abolished 
by  public  treaty.  This  liberal  policy  of  the 
government  in  its  treatment  of  the  Indians  is 
probably  largely  to  be  credited  to  the  efforts 
of  General  Knox,  secretary  of  war  under 
President  Washington,  and  led  to  a  system  of 
negotiations  with  the  Indians  as  tribes  or  na- 
tions, and  to  the  making  of  all  purchases  of 
lands  from  them  in  public  council  where  all 
could  be  heard.  In  this  way  the  government 
was  able  to  throw  open  to  settlement  and  pri- 
vate ownership  vast  tracts  of  lands  at  points 


where  it  was  best  able  to  protect  settlers,  and 
also  to  reduce  the  danger  of  massacres  be- 
cause of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians  with  the  methods  by  which  they  were 
deprived  of  the  lands.  Thus  the  treaty  of 
Port  Mcintosh,  1785,  the  first  cession  by  the 
Indians  to  the  government  of  lands  in  Michi- 
gan, was  made  and  by  it  was  reserved  to  the 
sole  use  of  the  United  States  ' '  The  post  of  De- 
troit, with  a  district  beginning  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Rosiiie  (Raisin)  river  on  the  west  end 
of  Lake  Erie  and  running  west  six  miles  up 
the  southern  bank  of  said  river,  and  thence 
northerly  and  always  six  miles  west  of  the 
strait  until  it  strikes  Lake  St.  Clair.''  The 
writer  is  unable  to  find  that  it  was  ever  de- 
termined by  survey  exactly  what  lands  are 
covered  by  this  reservation,  but  it  wrould  reach 
near,  if  not  into,  the  present  limits  of  Ma- 
comb county.  This  extinguishment  of  Indian 
title  was  confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  Fort 
Harmer  in  1798  and  by  the  treaty  of  Green- 
field in  1795,  but  the  title  to  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  state  remained  writh  the  In- 
dians until  the  treaty  of  Detroit  in  1807, 
heretofore  referred  to.  It  is  not  meant  by 
this  that  the  Indians  were  left  in  undisputed 
possession,  but  that  the  white  claimants  to 
any  of  these  lands  were  not  backed  up  in  their 
claims  by  the  government.  However,  along 
prior  to  1795  considerable  territory  was  oc- 
cupied by  white  settlers  and  the  strong  tide 
of  immigration  that  was  setting  in.  and  the 
growing  practice  of  private  purchase  from 
the  Indians,  created  a  strong  pressure  which 
resulted  in  the  opening  of  negotiations  under 
General  Hull,  culminating  in  the  council  con- 
cluding the  treaty  of  Detroit. 

By  this  treaty,  numerous  small  reservations 
were  made  to  the  Indians,  among  which  were 
three  on  .'Lake  St.  Clair.  The  one  in  which 
Macomb  county  is  particularly  interested  be- 
ing located  between  Salt  river  and  Crapaux 
creek,  in  sections  23,  13,  14  and  24,  of  the 
township  of  Chesterfield.  On  this  reserva- 
tion lived  the  last  of  the  Indian  inhabitants 
of  the  county,  who  kept  up  a  pretense  of 
tribal  relations.  They  were  removed  to  Kan- 
sas in  1830  by  the  Federal  government,  but 
Francis  Macompte  and  others  were  never 
happy  away  from  the  lakes. 

The  present  site  of  Romeo  was  also  an  In- 
dian village,  and  the  place  was  known  for 
years  as  "Indian  Village,"  the  name  it  was 
first  given  when  established  as  a  postoffice. 
Both  of  these  villages  were  made  up  chiefly 
of  the  Chippewa  Indians,  who  by  reason  of 
their   bravery   and   skill,    had   gradually   ob- 
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tained  commanding  influence  over  the  other 
Indians.  Mingled  with  these  were  the  rem- 
nants of  the  Ilurons  and  other  tribes. 

The  principal  chief  of  the  Chippewas  lo- 
cated  at  the   Salt  river  reservation  was   old 
Macompte  or  Maskeash,  who  died  soon  after 
the  "War  of  1812,  and  was  buried  on  the  In- 
dian    reservation    with    all    his     ornaments. 
Years  after  and  when  Francis  Maconce  was 
west    with    Henry    Tucker,    selecting    a    new 
reservation    for  the   Indians,  this   grave   was 
disturbed  and  some  of  the  ornaments  taken. 
Upon  the  return  of  the  son  and  his  discovery 
of  this  outrage,  he  brought  the  actors  in  the 
affair  to  terms   before  the   courts  at   Mount 
Clemens.      Old  Macompte   was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  Cum-e-kum-e-non,  who  was  well  be- 
loved by  his  own  people,  and  a  man  of  great 
influence  and  power  among  the  Indians  of  the 
surrounding   country,      lie   was,    however,    a 
slave  of  alcohol,  and  on  returning  home  about 
midnight  one  night  in  1816  from  Mount  Clem- 
ens, where  he  had  been  drinking  heavily,  he 
was  heard  to  run  across  the  garden  of  Col. 
John   Stockton,  who  then  lived  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  not  far  from  the  Market  street 
bridge,  and,  breaking  the  fence,  fell  into  the 
water  with  an  Indian  "Ugh!"     Col.  Stockton 
heard  the  noise  and  got  up  and  searched,  but 
could  find  nothing,   and   not  suspecting  any 
serious  results,  did  not  arouse  the  neighbors. 
The  next  day  the  body  was  found  by  John 
Tucker  and  the  Indians,  and  was  buried  in 
the  orchard  of  John  Tucker  on  Private  Claim 
129,   wrapped   in   a   blue   broadcloth   blanket 
and  decorated  with   many   silver  ornaments. 
Two  or  three  days  later  relatives  of  the  dead 
Indian    came   to    Col.    Stockton's    house    and 
claimed,  or  pretended  that  the  white  people 
were    responsible    for    the     Indian 's     death. 
They  refused,   with   Indian   stolidity,   to  sav 
much    to    Col.    Stockton,    but    talked    much 
among  themselves,  a  large  part  of  which  Mrs. 
Stockton  understood.    The  next  day  forty  or 
fifty  of  the  Indians  went  to  Judge  Connor,  then 
living  at  the  Moravian  village,  and  threatened 
Col.    Stockton    with    vengeance    for    having 
caused  the  death  of  their  chief.     Being  in- 
formed of  this,   Col.   Stockton  sent  his\vife 
and    children    away    from    home    and    main- 
tained a  watch  that  night,  but  although  the 
Indians  came,  they  soon  left  without  making 
further  disturbance. 

Francis  Maconce  succeeded  his  brother  as 
chief  with  Truckatoe  as  sub-chief.  The  latter 
became  dissatisfied  about  the  Indian  reserva- 
tion, and  with  several  members  of  the  band 
went  to  Lakeville,  but  Maconce  remained  with 


the  bulk  of  the  tribe  until  1830,  when  he 
removed  to  Kansas,  where  he  died  many  years 
later.  Francis  Maconce  was  an  Indian  of 
more  than  the  average  intelligence  and  abil- 
ity, much  loved  by  his  people  and  respected 
by  the  whites.  His  first  wife  was  remarkable 
for  the  beauty  of  her  hands  and  the  neatness 
of  her  housekeeping.  It  is  related  that  law- 
yers from  Detroit  going  to  court  in  St,  Clair 
county,  made  it  a  practice  to  stop  at  the  home 
of  Maconce,  frequently  remaining  over  night, 
Among  these  were  Judges  Witherell,  Sibley 
and  Whipple  and  Chancellor  O'Keefe.  Mrs. 
Maconce  dressed  like  a  white  woman,  and 
furnished  the  most  appetizing  table  and  com- 
fortable lodgings.  She  died  at  London,  Ont. 
A  sister  of  Maconce  was  the  wife  of  Chief 
Wawamosh  of  the  Sarnia  reservation.  It  is 
reported  that  Maconce  was  initiated  into  the 
mysteries  of  Free  Masonry.  Under  Maconce 
was  Keneobe  of  Romeo,  who  was  present  and 
took  part  in  the  treaty  of  Saginaw  in  1819. 
Another  prominent  Indian  of  the  band  near 
Romeo  was  Tipsikaw,  noted  for  his  athletic 
abilities. 

Earlier  still  Wittaniss  was  one  of  the  prom- 
inent Indians  of  this  section.  He  was  a  de- 
voted attachee  of  the  British  commandants 
at  Detroit  and  remained  faithful  in  his  Eng- 
lish loyalty  until  the  British  power  was  for- 
ever broken  in  the  United  States.  He  was 
a  sub-chief  of  the  Huron  Indians  as  early  as 
1776,  and  was  active  in  all  the  methods  of 
Indian  warfare  against  the  American  pio- 
neers. After  the  purchase  of  the  Moravian 
village  property,  which  is  more  specifically 
referred  to  in  the  history  of  Frederick  in 
this  work,  he  was  appointed  care-taker  by 
A  skins  and  An  cram,  and  acting  for  them 
nought  unsuccessfully  to  maintain  possession 
of  the  lands  against  the  claims  of  the  Connors. 


CHAPTER  II. 


THE    FRENCH    AND   ENGLISH    PERIOD. 

Iii  order  to  understand  the  history  of  the 
early  settlements  of  Macomb,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  speak  in  a  general  way  of  the  history 
of  the  French  exploration  of  Michigan,  and 
of  the  general  French  policy  in  all  of  New 
France. 

Michigan  is  a  part  of  the  territory  that 
was  colonized  by  the  French  and  held  under 
the  government  of  New  France  and  Louisiana, 
Although  it  was  never  properly  a  part  of 
Louisiana ,  it  appears  upon  some  of  the  an- 
cient maps  as  included  in  that  region.     Its 
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political  affairs,  however,  were  always  under 
the  supervision  of  the  authorities  in  what  was 
afterwards  known  as  Lower  Canada  until  the 
British  conquest  of  1760-63.  From  the  first 
visits  of  the  white  men  until  the  close  of  the 
French  supremacy,  its  history  is  a  part  of  the 
history  of  New  France,  and  most  of  its 
inhabitants  were  French  who  came  by  the 
way  of  Canada.  This  dependency  on  Canada 
was  one  of  the  chief  causes  for  the  delay  in 
any  settlement  in  Southern  Michigan  and  for 
the  slowness  of  which  the  country  developed. 
The  Colonial  policy  pursued  by  France  for  a 
long  period  did  not  encourage  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture — the  wilderness  being  more  valu- 
able in  the  eyes  of  the  authorities  of  Quebec 
since  the  fur  trade  was  the  chief  source  of 
revenue. 

Champlain,  who    in  the  early  seventeenth 
century  was  high  in  authority  in  New  France, 
is   reported   on   doubtful   authority   to   have 
passed  through  Detroit  river  and  Lake   St. 
Clair  in  one  of  his  exploring  journeys,  and 
is  claimed  by  official  memoirs  to  have  discov- 
ered this  region  in  1612— but  although  the 
water  connection  between  Lake  Huron  and 
the  lower  lakes  is  shown  on  some  of  his  maps, 
it  is  not  portrayed  with  such  accuracy  as.  to 
make  this  claim  unquestionable.    It  is  certain, 
however,    from   earlier  references  and   from 
the  knowledge  of  the  country  shown  by  the 
early   explorations   that  this   section   of   the 
country  had  been  visited  by  whites  long  be- 
fore the  first  exploration  of  which  we  have  an 
official  record  in  1679.     From  the  traditions 
handed  down  by  the  French  settlers  of  the 
county  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  a  vil- 
lage of  the  Huron  Indians  existed  at  or  near 
the  present  site  of  Detroit  very  early  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  that  the  surround- 
ing   country   was    chiefly    occupied   by   that 
tribe;   that  this  village,   by   its   construction 
and  fortifications,  was  an  illustration  of  the 
superior  ability  and  civilizaton  of  the  Hurons 
over  the  other  Indians.    At  this  time  the  Hu- 
rons also  occupied  a  considerable  portion  of 
Upper  Canada  and  the  country  around  about 
Georgian  Bay,  and  it  is  probable  that  friend- 
ly  relations   existed  between  them   and   the 
French  adventurers  and  rovers,  who,  without 
organization  or  concerted  action,  carried  on 
unlicensed  fur  trading  with  the  Indians  and 
were  commonly  known  as  coureurs  de  bois.    It 
was  probably  some  extra  adventurous  spirits 
of  this  class* who  were  the  first  whites  to  visit 
the  country  now  known  as  Macomb  county, 
and  in  order  to  understand  why  no  record  is 


to  be  found  of  their  visits,  and  why  those 
visits  led  to  no  settlement,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  consider  somewhat  who  they  were  and  how 
they  were  regarded  by  the  ''Powers  that  be." 
As  stated  before,  the  fur  trade  furnished 
the  chief  source  of  revenue  for  the  govern- 
ment, and  was  regarded  as  the  chief  source 
of    value,    and    the    authorities    kept    strict 
and  intimate  control  over  the  trade,  making 
it  a  monopoly,  and  exacting  large  sums  for 
the  privilege  of  carrying  it  on.     This  oppres- 
sion led  to  a  large  amount  of  unlicensed  trad- 
ing by  adventurous  spirits.     Some  of  these 
adventurers  came  from  the  lower  classes  of 
France  and  readily  dropped  into  the  habits 
and  ways  of  living  of  the  Indians  and  became 
practically  adherents  of  the  tribes.     Others, 
however,  partly  from  the  love  of  adventure 
and  partly  because  of  restlessness  under  the 
oppressions  in  France,  sought  the  freedom  of 
the  wilderness  largely  because  of  their  ability, 
courage  and  integrity.     Some,  too,  were  of- 
fenders against  the  outrageous  and  oppressive 
laws  of  France,  who,  while  nominally  crimi- 
nals, were  in  reality  worthy  men  and  no  unde- 
sirable   colonists.      As    illustrations    of    this 
class,  were  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  contra- 
band salt  makers  (faux-saulniers),  who  were 
sent*  to  the   galleys   for  interfering  for  salt 
monopolies,    and    consequently   were    not    al- 
lowed to  go  at  large  in  France,  but  who,  at 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  Governor  Gen- 
eral in  1713,  came  to  New  France.     These 
coureurs  de  bois,  translated  by  the  English  in 
official  papers  as  "bush  rangers,"  and  "wood 
runners,"  gradually  attained  great  power  in 
the  Indian  councils  by  reason  of  their  inti- 
macy with  the  tribes,  and  were  the  real  pio- 
neers of  French  enterprise  and  discovery,  al- 
though always  regarded  nominally  as  outlaws 
by  the  French  authorities.     There  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  they  formed  temporary 
and  permanent  trading  posts  much  earlier  in 
date  than   any  of  the   recognized   establish- 
ments,  and  they  became  frequent  guests  at 
the    Indian   wigwams   and   not   infrequently 
were  taken  in  as  members  of  the  family  by 
intermarriage  with  the  Indian  women.     They 
were  frequently  condemned  as  a  vicious  and 
bad  class  by  the  French  authorities,  but  this  is 
accountable  for  largely  by  the  opposition  which 
they  aroused  because  of  their  failure  to  com- 
ply with  governmental  regulations  relative  to 
fur  trading  and  also  because  of  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  Jesuit  missionaries,  who,  in  their 
unbounded  zeal  for  the  furtherance  of  their 
order  and  the  conversion  of  the  Indians,  had 
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little  use  for  the  unrestrained  and  non- 
conforming coureur  de  bois,  who  recognized 
no  law,  save  his  own  free  will. 

The  French,  in  their  early  dealings  with 
the  Indians  and  especially  the  Iroquois,  who 
obtained  a  strong  foothold  in  the  region  lying 
between  Lake  Huron  and  the  Lakes  Erie  and 
Ontario  made  the  same  mistake  that  the  Eng- 
lish did,  and  treated  the  Indians  with  a 
haughty  arrogance  that  aroused  their  early 
and  lasting  opposition.  When  the  Iroquois 
had  overpowered  the  Ilurons  and  driven  them 
out  of  the  Georgian  Bay  region,  all  remains 
there  were,  if  any,  of  the  early  French  ex- 
plorations and  settlements  disappeared.  An- 
other result  of  the  hostility  of  the  Iroquois 
to  the  French  appears  in  the  fact  that  for 
many  years  the  French  in  reaching  the  upper 
lakes  did  not  come  by  the  way  of  Lake  Erie 
and  the  Detroit  river,  since  this  led  through 
the  territory  of  the  hostile  Iroquois,  but  rather 
crossed  from  the  north  shores  of  Lake  On- 
tario through  the  Georgian  Bay  region  to  the 
Soo  and  Mackinaw,  and  as  a  result  southeast- 
ern Michigan  was  neglected  by  the  French 
authorities  until  about  1670.  In  the  mean- 
time the  French  had  realized  the  mistake  of 
their  early  treatment  of  the  Indians  and  had 
adopted  the  policy  of  fraternizing  with  them 
and  dealing  with  them  on  terms  of  equality, 
which  led  to  exceptionally  pleasant  and  mut- 
ual and  profitable  intercourse.  The  friendly 
feeling  thus  engendered  between  the  French 
and  the  Indians  served  the  French  in  good 
term  at  the  time  of  the  war  with  the  English 
and  the  ancient  ties  continued  even  until  the 
Indians  were  removed  entirely  from  Michi- 
gan. 

It  is  probable  that  the  search  for  the  far 
famed  Northwest  Passage  to  the  East  Indies 
was  the  cause  of  the  first  exploration  of  De- 
troit river  and  Lake  St.  Clair,  of  which  we 
have  an  official  record.  It  was  then  supposed 
that  a  short  route  existed  from  the  lakes  to 
the  South  Sea,  and  it  was  in  the  hope  of 
discovering  this  that  Talon,  then  Intendant 
of  New  France,  sent  out  two  exploring  par- 
ties. One  of  these  parties  was  under  the 
charge  of  Robert  Cavelier,  sieur  de  La  Salle, 
who,  with  two  priests,  went  to  the  head  of 
Lake  Ontario,  intending  to  go  from  there 
down  the  Ohio  river.  However,  there  they 
met  Louis  Joliet,  who  had  recently  come  down 
from  the  Upper  Lakes.  Influenced  by  his  ad- 
vice, they  chose  the  route  up  the  lakes  and 
passed  through  Detroit  river.  This  passage 
is  reported  by  Mr.  Parkman  as  the  first  of 
which  a  record  has  been  preserved.     At  this 


time,  they  found  near  the  present  site  of  the 
city  of  Detroit  a  rude  stone  idol  of  much  re- 
pute, worshiped  by  the  Indians  as  a  Manitou. 

In  1673  Joliet  made  his  successful  explora- 
tions of  the  Wisconsin,  Fox,  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  having  gone  by  way  of  Mackinaw, 
where  he  was  joined  by  Father  Marquette.. 
The  following  year  he  returned  to  Quebec, 
probably  by  way  of  Detroit  river,  where  he 
reported  to  the  Governor  as  having  found 
continuous  navigation,  except  at  Niagara, 
from  the  Lake  Ontario  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  next  account  that  we  have  of  any  visit 
to  this  part  of  Michigan  was  in  1679,  when 
La  Salle  again  visited  this  locality.  During 
the  winter  of  1678-9  he  built  on  the  Niagara 
river,  a  few  miles  above  the  falls,  a  vessel 
with  sixty  tons  burden,  which  he  christened 
the  Griffin,  which  was  provided  with  five 
small  cannon.  On  the  7th  of  August,  1679, 
the  Griffin,  being  the  first  sailing  vessel  on 
the  lakes,  started  on  her  voyage  to  the  north- 
west and  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  De- 
troit river  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  that 
month.  A  canoe  in  charge  of  Tonty  was  from 
there  sent  on  to  meet  the  French,  whom  La 
Salle  had  the  fall  before  sent  forward  to  De- 
troit to  await  his  coming.  These  facts  would 
indicate  that  considerable  was  then  known  of 
the  country  and  that  suitable  quarters  could 
be  provided  in  which  this  advance  guard 
could  maintain  themselves  during  the  win- 
ter. The  next  few  days  were  occupied  with 
the  passage  up  the  Detroit  river,  the  beauties 
and  attractions  of  the  shores  of  which  strong- 
ly tempted  La  Salle  to  settle  on  the  strait. 
On  August  12,  the  parties  sailed  into  the  lake 
now  known  as  Lake  St.  Clair,  and  that  being 
the  day  on  the  calendar  as  Ste.  Claire's  Day, 
the  lake  was  duly  christened.  The  impres- 
sion has  almost  universally  obtained  that  this 
lake  was  named  for  Genera]  Arthur  St.  Clair, 
Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territory  from 
1787-1800.  Indeed  it  was  so  declared  by 
Judge  Woodward  as  long  ago  as  January, 
1806,  in  a  letter  to  Washington  discussing 
the  land  titles  in  Michigan  where  he 
points  out  that  St.  Clair  should  not  be  con- 
fused writh  Sinclair  for  whom  the  river  was 
named.  Patrick  Sinclair  was  an  officer  in  the 
British  army  who  was  commandant  at  Fort 
Sinclair,  and  in  1765  purchased  nearly  four 
thousand  acres  adjoining  the  river  now  known 
as  St.  Clair.  Lake  St.  Clair  was  called  by 
the  Hurons,  who  dwelt  on  its  shores,  Otsiketa, 
which,  according  to  Judge  Campbell,  was  the 
Indian  word  for  salt,  the  name  probably 
arising  because  of  the  salt  springs  near  the 
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•Clinton  river,  which  were  well  known  during 
the  earlier  days  of  the  country.  On  the 
first  French  maps  of  this  district,  this  lake 
has  been  variously  marked,  "lac  chandler" 
(kettle,  from  its  round  shape),  "Kandakio. 
and  "Ganatchio. "  As  La  Salle  was  wind 
bound  for  several  days  and  unable  with  the 
Griffin  to  stem  the  strong  current  of  St.  Clair 
river,  it  is  probable  that  the  Macomb  county 
shores  of  the  lake  were  explored  by  his  party. 
Hennepin,  the  historian  of  the  party,  however, 
has  failed  to  leave  any  record  of  the  discover- 
ies, if  any,  that  were  made.  La  Salle  con- 
tinued his  explorations  around  to  Lake  Michi- 
gan and  the  Mississippi  river,  but  the  Griffin 
never  returned  through  the  Detroit  river,  but 
was  lost  in  the  upper  lakes. 

In  1684  I)e  la  Barre,  Governor  of  New 
France,  sent  an  army  to  Mackinaw  via  Lake 
Erie  and  the  Strait,  and  about  this  time  dis- 
putes began  to  arise  between  the  French  and 
the  English  Governors  of  New  York  relative 
to  the  boundary  between  their  respective  ter- 
ritories, and  in  1686  the  French  began  steps 
looking  to  the  fortification  of  the  Strait.  The 
first  station  or  fort  established  in  pursuing 
this  policy  was  located  at  or  near  Fort  Gra- 
tiot, and  was  called  Fort  St.  Joseph.  Al- 
though it  is  quite  certain  that  temporary 
fortifications  were  established  at  Detroit,  prior 
to  that  time,  a  permanent  stand  was  not  es- 
tablished at  Detroit  until  1701,  when  Fort 
Pontchartrain  was  founded  by  Cadillac,  and 
July  14,  1701,  is  commonly  considered  the  day 
of  the  founding  of  Detroit. 

For  a  long  time  after  Detroit  was  founded 
it  was  regarded  by  the  French  authorities  as 
of  importance  solely  as  a  military  station,  and 
although  it  formed  a  rallying  point  for  all  the 
French  in  southeastern  Michigan,  and  the 
friendly  Indians  attached  to  them,  it  was  not 
until  nearly  a  half  a  century  later  that  it 
became  anything  more  than  a  military  sta- 
tion. Cadillac's  first  care,  however,  was  to 
gather  about  him  and  near  his  fort,  the  friend- 
ly Indians,  and  his  success  in  that  policy 
aroused  the  bitter  opposition  of  the  Jesuit 
Fathers,  located  at  Mackinaw,  who  found 
their  hold  upon  the  Indians  somewhat  weak- 
ened by  Cadillac's  success.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  secret  opposition  of  the  Jesuits  had  much 
to  do  with  the  disfavor  writh  which  the  De- 
troit post  was  regarded  at  the  home  office, 
and  with  the  lack  of  success  which  met  Cadil- 
lac's efforts  to  provide  for  the  increase  in  the 
settlement  about  Detroit.  Cadillac's  succes- 
sor, De  la  Foret,  did  not  pursue  his  predeces- 
sor's policy  of  encouraging   settlement,   but 


desired  that  the  post  should  be  converted  into 
a  strictly  military  trading  post,  giving  the 
commander  an  exclusive  monopoly,  and  in  a 
memorial,  written  in  1714,  insisted  that  the 
settlers  could  not  safely  pursue  their  agricul- 
tural improvement  because  of  the  danger 
from  the  Indians  with  whom  there  had  already 
been  some  trouble.  From  the  memoirs  and 
reports  written  at  this  period,  it  is  certain  that 
the  agriculture  of  the  country  consisted  al- 
most entirely  of  the  work  of  the  Indians,  who 
were  reported  as  raising  abundant  crops  of 
corn,  peas,  beans  and  melons  and  some  wheat, 
the  Ilurons  being  the  most  industrious  and 
quiet  of  all  the  tribes.  Charlevoix,  who  vis- 
ited Detroit  in  1721,  spoke  of  there  being  con- 
siderable cultivated  land  of  great  wealth,  and 
fertility,  and  he,  too,  refers  to  the  Ilurons 
raising  large  quantities  of  provisions  for  sale, 
and  commented  upon  their  shrewdness  in 
trading. 

The  indifference  of  the  French  authorities 
to  the  importance  of  Detroit,  the  general  co- 
lonial policy  adopted  by  the  authorities  of 
New  France*  of  regarding  the  country  as  im- 
portant chiefly  for  its  fur  trade  and  the  mili- 
tary posts  as  important  solely  as  aids  in  main- 
taining possession  rather  than  as  rallying 
points  for  settlement,  together  with  the  dan- 
gers which  Indian  warfare  brought  on,  un- 
doubtedly prevented  any  settlement  being 
made  about  Detroit  as  far  away  as  the  limits 
of  Macomb  county  until  after  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  Influenced  largely, 
undoubtedly,  by  the  elaborate  memoir  on  the 
French  colonists  prepared  by  Governor  De 
la  Galissonniere,  a  considerable  number  of 
settlers  were  sent  out  from  1750-51,  and  about 
the  same  time  the  fort  and  stockade  at  De- 
troit were  considerably  enlarged.  Advances 
were  made  to  these  settlers  by  the  government 
until  they  were  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, which  they  were  soon  able  to  do,  as 
Bigot,  the  intendant,  reported  in  1759  that 
these  new  settlers  had  been  taking  care  of 
themselves  since  1754,  from  which  time  they 
had  entailed  no  expense  on  the  crown. 

As  can  easily  be  imagined  among  these 
settlers  sent  out  by  the  government  were  some 
of  the  poorer  and  more  undesirable  classes  of 
people  of  whom  the  home  government  desired 
to  be  relieved  and  who  brought  no  great  stock 
of  ability,  industry  or  integrity  to  add  to  the 
new  community,  yet  among  them,  too,  were 
men  of  courage  and  enterprise  wdio,  being 
dissatisfied  with  the  conditions  at  home,  or 
possessed  of  a  love  of  adventure,  sought 
greater  opportunities  in  the  new  and  unde- 
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veloped  country.     The  introduction  of  these 
new  colonists  was  but  the  beginning  of  a  new 
policy,  and  each  year  or  so  saw  further  addi- 
tions made  to  the  settlement  about  Detroit, 
and  each  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  take 
up  the  lands  more  remote  from  the  fort.     The 
river  forming  the  most  handy  and  practically 
the  only  accessible  means  of  travel,  it  was  nec- 
essary that  the  lands  taken  up  should  face  the 
water,  and  the  settlements  gradually  spread 
up  the  Detroit  river  along  the  shore  of  Lake 
St.  Clair,  and  up  the  small  streams  emptying 
into  the  lake.     It  is  practically  certain  that 
whoever  may  have  been  the  first  white  visi- 
tors to   Macomb   county,   its  first  permanent 
settlers    were    among    the    French    who    had 
spread   out   from   the   settlements   about   De- 
troit.    The  custom  grew  up  of  claiming  lands 
40  arpents  deep  with  a  frontage  on  the  lake 
or  river  from  2  to  10  arpents  wide.     A  small 
plot  of  land  was  usually  cleared,  a  little  log 
cabin  built  and  just  sufficient  grain,  fruit  and 
vegetables  raised  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
family.      The  woods  abounded  in  game   and 
the  waters  in  fish,  so  that  but  little  was  needed 
from  the   outside  world  to  supply  the  abso- 
lute necessities  of  life.     The  market  for  any 
surplus   production   was    distant,    difficult   to 
reach  and  practically  cut  off  by  the  expense 
and  dangers  attendant  upon  getting  there.    It 
was  inevitable  under  these  circumstances  that 
these  settlers  should,  in  two  or  three  genera- 
tions, have  lost  thrift   and  industry.     There 
was  no  incentive  to  labor,  since  the  absence 
of  a  market  suppressed  all  ambition  to  accum- 
ulate more  than  was  needed  for  their  own  sup- 
plies.   Both  the  necessity  for  keeping  friendly 
with  the  Indians  and  the  natural,  genial  dis- 
position of  the  French  emigrant,  led  to  close 
association,  fraternizing  and  not  infrenquent- 
ly  to  intermarriage  with  the  Indians.    French 
politeness,   genuine  hospitality  and  comrade- 
rie,   combined  with   policy  to   establish  such 
relations  with  the  Indians,  that  they  there- 
after forever  remained  their   friends.     And 
be  it  said  to  the  credit  of  these  early  French 
settlers  that  as  a  rule  by  their  kindness,  their 
honest  and  manly  treatment  of  the  Indians, 
and  faithfulness  to  their  word  once  given  to 
the  aboriginals,  they  were  able  even  at  times 
when  any  English  speaking  man  was  in  dan- 
ger of  his  life  to  remain  undisturbed  in  their 
homes,  and  even  to  receive  from  the  Indians, 
who  were  suffering  from  actual  or  believed 
wrongs  from  the  hands  of  the  whites,  presents 
and  assistance  in  the  way  of  food  and  pro- 
tection,  which   undoubtedly   saved   many   of 
them  from  death. 


These    French    settlers    and    their    descen- 
dants, together  with  some  few  English,  who 
had    been    captured    by   the    Indians   in   the 
American  colonies  when  children  and  adopted 
in  the  Indian  tribes,   constituted  practically 
all  the  white  inhabitants  of  Macomb  county 
until   after   the    close    of   the    Revolutionary 
War.     Naturally    these    French    and    Indian 
captives,   both   from   choice   and  compulsion, 
sympathized  with  the  French  in  the  French 
and  Indian  War  in  1765,  and  the  British  oc- 
cupants of  the  fort  at  Detroit,  after  the  close 
of  that  war,   did  not  meet  with  any  hearty 
and    sympathetic   welcome    from   the   inhabi- 
tants,   but    the    French    inhabitant    was    too 
peace  loving  and  indolent  to  have  long  enter- 
tained any  ideas  of  opposing  the  powers  to 
whom  France  had  turned  him  over,  and  the 
chief  opponents  that  the  British  had  to  con- 
tend against   were   the   Indians,   who,   under 
Pontiac  in  1763,  made  a  concerted  attack  on 
all  the  British  posts  and  nearly  succeeded  in 
wiping  them  out.     The  attack  on  Detroit  un- 
der the   personal   direction   of  Pontiac,,  was 
made   May   6,   1763,   and  was   defeated   only 
because  Major  Gladwin,  commandant  at  De- 
troit, had  been  warned  of  the  well-arranged 
plot  of  the  Indians.     This  warning  was  re- 
ceived through  William  Tucker,  who  was  af- 
terwards  the    first    English    speaking   settler 
of   Macomb   county.      Mr.    Tucker   had  been 
captured  by  the  Indians  when  a  mere  child 
in  Virginia,   and  with  his  brother  had  been 
brought   by  the   Indians  to  this  region,   and 
reared  among  his  captors.     At  the  time  of 
Pontiac  \s  conspiracy  he  was  attached  to  Ma- 
jor Gladwin  at  Detroit,  and  through  his  In- 
dian foster  sister  had  learned  of  the  designs 
of  the  wily  Indian  chief.     This  warning  en- 
abled the  garrison  to  provide  for  the  attack, 
and  to  drive  back  the  superior  Indian  forces 
A  long  siege  of  Detroit  by  the  Indians  fol- 
lowed, which  nearly  exhausted  the  resources 
of  the   besieged  garrison.     "For  sixty  days 
and  nights, ' '  said  William  Tucker,  one  of  the 
soldiers,  "I  was  a  sentinel  on  the  ramparts, 
catching  a  few  hours 's  sleep  with  my  clothes 
on  and  gun  by  my  side.'7     After  the  peace 
of  Utrecht  was  known,  the  Indians  no  longer 
received  the  assistance  of  the  French  inhabi- 
tants, and  although  they  continued  their  war- 
fare,   and    in    July    nearly    annihilated    the 
British  forces  at  the  battle  of  Bloody  Run, 
they   abandoned   the   fight   in   the    following 
year,  and  treaties  of  peace  were  made  with 
them,  winch  resulted  in  the  forts  along  the 
Great  Lakes  being  again  garrisoned  with  the 
British  forces. 
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Although  from  this  time  until  the  close  of 
the  Revolution,  Michigan  formed  a  part  of 
the  British  territories,  little  effect  was  felt 
of  this  change  of  political  power  outside  of 
military  stations.  So  far  as  Macomb  county 
was  concerned,  the  country  progressed  much 
after  the  same  fashion  that  it  had  under  the 
French  regime,  additional  settlers  coming  in, 
locating  along  the  water  courses  and  taking 
up  such  portions  of  the  wilderness  as  suited 
their  fancy,  with  like  indifference  both  to 
the  claims  of  the  aboriginal  possessors  and  to 
the  claims  of  the  government.  These  settlers 
were  chiefly  Canadian-French,  or  descendants 
of  the  original  French  inhabitants.  The  only 
important  exception  to  this  were  settlements 
which  were  made  by  the  Moravians  at  Fred- 
erick, and  the  Connors,  who  came  in  connec- 
tion with  them.  This  will  be  noticed  more 
at  length  in  another  chapter. 

Although  by  the  treaty  of  1783  theoretically 
all  of  Michigan-  become  a  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can Territory,  yet  it  was  not  until  1796  that 
possession  of  the  post  was  surrendered  to  the 
American  forces  and,  practically  speaking, 
Macomb  county  territory  remained  in  British 
possession  until  that  date.  In  November, 
1794,  Jay's  treaty  was  executed  whereby  it 
was  agreed  that  these  military  posts  lying 
west  and  south  of  the  great  chain  of  lakes 
should  be  given  up  on  or  before  June  1,  1796, 
but  it  was  July  1  before  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  were  actually  carried  into  effect. 

The  territory  covered  by  the  present  Ma- 
comb county  was,  until  the  time  of  the  Ameri- 
cans taking  possession  in  1796,  populated  al- 
most entirely  by  the  French  settlers  referred 
to  in  this  chapter  with  some  few  English 
speaking  people  who  had  been  captured  and 
brought  in  by  the  Indians.  The  history  of  the 
French  settlers  will  be  treated  of  in  the  next 
chapter,  and  the  few  English  speaking  settlers 
will  be  treated  of  in  the  chapter  on  the  early 
history  of  Mount  Clemens,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Connor  family,  who  came  in  the 
county  in  connection  with  the  Moravian  set- 
tlement made  at  Frederick,  and  further  in- 
formation concerning  them  will  be  found  in 
the  chapter  on  the  Moravian  settlement.  From 
1796  until  the  close  of  the  "War  of  1812  was 
a  period  of  inactivity  and  uncertainty  in  the 
affairs  of  Macomb  county.  The  Indians  were 
uneasy,  treacherous  and  largely  influenced  by 
the  English  agitators,  and  it  was  not  until 
after  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812  that  the 
county  can  be  considered  to  have  reached  a 
peaceful  and  permanent  basis  of  improve- 
ment.    It  was  not  until  that  time  that  meas- 


ures were  perfected  for  surveying  the  lands 
to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  ex- 
tinguished by  the  treaty  of  Detroit  in  1807, 
and  throwing  these  lands  open  for  purchase 
and  settlement.  The  military  possession  of 
the  territory  rested  solely  upon  the  few  posts 
located  along  the  water  front,  along  which 
were  also  scattered  the  few  settlers  who  had 
taken  up  and  improved  lands.  The  situation 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  was  vividly 
set  forth  in  a  memorial  prepared  at  a  meet- 
ing held  at  Detroit  December  10,  1811,  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  President,  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives.  The  burden  of  the  me- 
morial was  the  importance  and  necessity  of 
additional  garrisons  and  an  increase  in  the 
military  force  to  be  located  in  the  interior  of 
the  peninsula,  rather  than  on  the  course  of 
navigation.  Attention  is  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  whole  territory  is  "a  double  fron- 
tier; the  British  are  on  one  side,  the  savages 
on  the  other.  Every  individual  house  is  a 
frontier.  No  one  farm  is  governed  by  an- 
other farm  in  the  rear  of  it.7'  "At  present 
the  little  commerce  which  remained  is  suf- 
ficiently safe.  It  is  agricultural  production 
which  is  wanted.  Without  these  garrisons 
you  can  neither  run  the  lines  of  the  treaty 
which  has  been  last  referred  to,  nor  survey 
the  lands  acquired  under  it,  nor  sell  them 
when  surveyed,  nor  settle  them  when  sold. ' ' 

In  this  memorial  it  was  set  up  that  there 
were  nine  principal  settlements  in  the  terri- 
tory, the  seventh  of  which  was  described  as 
the  settlement  of  River  Huron  of  Lake  St. 
Clair,  located  forty  miles  from  River  Detroit 
settlement,  and  thirty-five  miles  from  River 
St.  Clair  settlement,  measurements  being  evi- 
dently made  along  the  waterway,  practically 
the  only  highway  of  communication.  The 
population  of  the  four  settlements  described 
as  River  Ecorce,  River  Rouge,  River  Detroit 
and  River  Huron  of  Lake  St.  Clair  was  given 
as  2,227,  of  whom  1,599  were  males  above  the 
age  of  sixteen.  The  total  population  of  the 
territory  is  given  as  4,762,  "of  whom  four- 
fifths  are  French  and  the  remainder  Ameri- 
cans, with  a  small  portion  British." 


CHAPTER  III. 

FRENCH  SETTLERS — PRIVATE  CLAIMS. 

Aside  from  the  dangers  arising  from  hos- 
tile Indians  and  the  natural  difficulties  inevit- 
able in  developing  a  new  country  far  removed 
from  the  centers  of  commercial  and  business 
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activity,  the  most  serious  detriment  to  the 
development  of  Macomb  county,  and,  in  fact, 
of  all  Michigan  in  the  early  days,  arose  from 
the  difficulty  and  uncertainty  of  obtaining 
fixed  and  positive  title  to  land.  Nothing  de- 
velops a  greater  feeling  of  security  and  is  a 
greater  incentive  to  industry  and  enterprise 
than  the  certainty  that  those  improvements 
which  one's  labor  produces  will  redound  to 
the  benefit  of  the  laborer  in  his  old  age,  or  to 
the  benefit  of  his  descendants.  The  remote- 
ness of  this  locality  from  the  seat  of  power, 
while  this  country  was  controlled  by  the 
French  and  later,  the  frequent  changes  in 
political  control  and  the  failure  of  the  authori- 
ties to  recognize  the  possibilities  of  the  coun- 
try, resulted  in  introducing  a  great  element 
of  uncertainty  into  the  titles  of  those  who 
occupied  and  improved  the  real  estate,  and 
this,  no  doubt,  had  much  to  do  with  the  lack 
of  enterprise  which  was  noted  and  commented 
on  during  the  earlier  years  of  this  county's 
history. 

Until  the  question  of  land  titles  in  Michigan 
was  taken  up  and  provided  for  by  the  Ameri- 
can Congress,  the  claim  of  individuals  to  the 
ownership  of  land  rested  upon  one  of  four 
bases : 

First,  Grants  issued  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernors or  Commandants  of  New  France,  as 
Canada  was  then  called,  while  that  province 
included  or  was  claimed  to  include  the  terri- 
tory now  occupied  by  Michigan.  The  writer  is 
unable  to  find  that  any  lands  within  Macomb 
county  were  claimed  to  be  covered  by  any  of 
these  supposed  grants. 

Second.  Claims  pretended  to  be  derived 
from  the  British  government  between  the 
time  when  France  was  compelled  to  give  up 
her  rights  to  this  territory  in  1763  and  1796, 
which  marked  the  surrender  of  the  British 
posts  to  the  American  government,  Most  of 
these  grants  were  held  illegal  and  the  writer 
is  not  able  to  find  that  anything  of  interest 
touching  Macomb  county  appears  in  connec- 
tion with  the  same. 

Third.  Indian  grants,  i.  e.,  deeds  from 
the  Indians  to  private  individuals.  October 
7,  1763,  by  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec, of  which  this  country  then  formed  a  part, 
was  authorized  to  dispose  of  lands  to  persons 
applying  therefor  upon  such  terms  as  were 
then  settled  in  other  colonies  and  upon  such 
conditions  as  the  King  might  direct,  which 
proclamation  also  provided  that  in  order  to 
prevent  irregular  purchases  from  the  Indians, 
"no  private  person  do  presume  to  make  any 


purchase  from  the  said  Indians  of  any  lands 
reserved  to  the  said  Indians  within  those  parts 
of  our  colonies  where  we  had  thought  proper 
to   allow  settlements." 

It  was  further  provided  that  all  purchases 
from  the  Indians  should  be  taken  in  the  name 
of  the  King  and  held  for  purpose  of  settle- 
ment, and  should  be  made  only  at  some  public 
meeting  of  the  Indians.  An  equally  specific 
and  emphatic  prohibition  of  private  pur- 
chases from  the  Indians  was  made  by  the 
American  government  immediately  upon  the 
close  of  the  Eevolutionary  War.  As  a  result 
of  this  policy  all  Indian  deeds  to  private  in- 
dividuals were  refused  recognition  as  being 
of  any  force  or  validity.  It  is  true  that  these 
governmental  provisions,  forbidding  private 
purchases  from  the  Indians  would  not  apply 
to  transactions  had  at  the  time  the  French 
were  in  control,  but  as  all  claimants  under 
Indian  deeds  as  old  as  the  time  of  the  French 
dominion  were  generally  able  to  substantiate 
their  claims  on  the  grounds  of  possession  and 
improvement,  this  course  was  usually  pur- 
sued, and  the  old  Indian  deeds  became  unim- 
portant. Yet  many  such  deeds  were  obtained 
and  would  be  of  great  interest. 

Fourth.  Claims  founded  upon  actual  set- 
tlement and  improvement  either  with  or  with- 
out other  pretended  title,  and  under  this  class 
come  the  bulk  of  the  claims  of  settlers  in  Ma- 
comb county  made  prior  to  1810. 

In  1806  Judge  Woodward  reported  to  the 
Federal  Government,  quite  in  detail  regarding 
land  titles  in  Michigan,  which  report  was 
further  supplemented  later  in  the  same  year 
by  additional  details.  These  reports  and"  the 
agitation  regarding  the  matter  finally  resulted 
in  an  act  adopted  March,  1807,  which  gave 
to  every  one  in  actual  occupation  in  his  own 
right,  at  the  date  of  the  act,  title  to  any  tract 
not  exceeding  640  acres,  to  which  the  Indian 
title  had  been  extinguished,  and  which  had 
been  continuously  possessed  and  improved  by 
said  parties  or  their  grantors  since  before 
July  1st,  1796,  which  date  was  agreed  upon 
probably  because  it  was  approximately  the 
time  when  the  American  authorities  secured 
actual  possession  of  this  territory.  Th,e  act 
further  provided  for  appointment  of  Com- 
missioners to  take  proofs  and  adjudicate  as 
to  the  facts  from  this  evidence  and  to  pass 
upon  the  validity  of  the  claims,  after  which 
surveys  were  to  be  made  and  patents  issued 
according  to  these  surveys.  These  Com- 
missioners first  met  in  Detroit  June  29,  1807, 
and  the  minutes  of  their  meetings  and  the 
claims  presented  to  them,  together  with  the 
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testimony  ottered  in  support  of  the  claims, 
affords  the  richest  field  for  detailed  informa- 
tion concerning'  the  situation  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty 's  earliest  settlers.  There  are  some  general 
reports  concerning  the  matter  which  afford 
much  interesting  information,  although  their 
accuracy  may  be  seriously  questioned.  July 
25,  1803,  the  Indian  agent,  Jouett,  at  Detroit, 
reported  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  results 
of  his  visits  and  investigations  into  the  situ- 
ation of  the  settlements  in  the  vicinity  of  De- 
troit. If  his  judgment  of  the  progressiveness 
of  the  settlers  is  no  better  than  his  informa- 
tion concerning  the  navigability  of  our  chief 
river,  the  report  is  not  of  any  great  historical 
value,  but  selections  therefrom  are  here  pre- 
sented for  what  they  may  be  worth  as  among 
the  few  descriptions  of  our  earliest  settlements 
that  can  be  obtained.  In  reading  this,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  it  was  written  at  a 
time  (1803)  when  strong  and  bitter  prejudices 
existed  both  against  England  and  France, 
and  that  it  was  inevitable  that  the  personal 
feeling'  and  prejudices  of  the  writer  would 
have  their  effect  upon  his  views  of  the  settlers 
and  the  country.  Whenever  the  word  Ca- 
nadians is  used,  it  is  to  be  understood  that 
descendants  of  French  were  referred  to. 

The  Indian  agent  referred  to  his  report  as 
"little  more  than  an  outline  exhibiting  the 
prominent  features,"  and  as  an  endeavor  to 
"state  concisely  all  those  facts  concerning 
which  I  imagine  the  government  would  wish 
to  be  informed. ' '  "  The  geographical  remarks 
are  all  made  from  actual  observation.  I  have 
avoided  neither  trouble  nor  fatigue  and  have 
thus  long  delayed  to  advise  you  with  respect 
to  my  progress,  only  that  I  might  by  minute 
investigation  be  enabled  to  give  you  a  more 
satisfactory    account. ' ' 

Beginning  with  the  settlement  upon  Otter 
Creek,  which  empties  into  Lake  Erie,  each  one 
of  the  settlements  was  taken  up  and  its  salient 
or  peculiar  features  are  concisely  presented. 
Although  outside  of  our  county,  it  may  be  in- 
teresting to  know  that  he  speaks  of  the  pov- 
erty of  the  soil  of  Hog  Island  (now  Detroit's 
beautiful  Belle  Isle  Park),  as  rendering  it  of 
but  little  value  to  private  persons,  regarding 
the  same,  however,  as  a  spot  of  national  im- 
portance for  a  garrison  site,  because  of  its 
command  of  the  river.  The  distance  from 
Detroit  to  Grosse  Pointe  was  at  that  time 
occupied  by  sixty  farms,  whose  lands  were 
low  and  very  unhealthy,  owing  to  a  wide 
marsh.  It  indicates  alike  the  ancientness  of 
these  settlements  and  also  the  lack  of  appre- 
ciation of  the  richness  of  our  soil  that  he  re- 


ports :  "the  soil  is  impoverished  and  produces 
but  little.  The  buildings  which  were  once 
comparatively  of  the  better  kind,  are  now  in 
a  state  of  rapid  decline." 

Coming  now  to  Macomb  county  lands,  he 
speaks  of  Milk  river  as  "so  inconsiderable  a 
rivulet,  and  rendered,  from  its  particular 
situation,  so  very  unimportant,  I  shall  not 
waste  my  time  nor  tire  your  patience  with  its 
description.  From  its  mouth  to  the  River 
Huron  is  12  miles;  less  calculated  for  a  set- 
tlement than  any  other  I  have  seen  in  this 
country.  It  is  flat,  low  and  marshy.  These 
disadvantages,  combined  with  its  unhealthy 
effluvia,  form  obstacles  which  neither  the  in- 
dustry nor  the  perseverance  of  the  agricul- 
turist will  be  able  to  surmount.  There  are, 
nevertheless,  thirty  settlers  on  this  tract,  not- 
withstanding its  apparent  destitution  of  the 
advantages  of  soil,  situation  and  market. 
These  people  came  into  possession  in  the  year 
1797,  without  authority  even  from  the  In- 
dians. Their  divisional  lines  are  marked  by 
themselves,  and  they  are  ignorant  of  the 
number  of  acres  contained  in  the  respective 
farms.  This  settlement,  however,  possesses 
that  irregularity  which  is  so  remarkable  in 
this  country.  The  farmers  are  as  poor  as 
they  are  unfortunate  in  the  choice  of  their 
situation.    All  of  them  are  Canadians. 

"The  river  Huron  is  discharged  into  Lake 
Sinclair,  twenty-seven  miles  above  Detroit 
and  eighteen  above  the  Strait.  *  *  * 
The  river  is  a  gentle,  narrow  stream  navigable 
for  boats  thirty  miles  above  its  mouth.  The 
settlements  extend  up  the  river  nine  miles,  and 
contain  thirty-four  families  in  the  present  oc- 
cupancy laid  off  as  those  on  the  River  Raisin, 
with  this  difference,  that  they  have  by  survey 
no  fixed  or  determinate  rear  boundaries ;  each 
tract  extending  back  from  the  river  or  front 
boundary  to  a  bog  at  a  distance  of  forty  or 
fifty  acres.  This  land  is  level  and  the  soil  is 
dark  and  rich,  laboring  under  no  inconven- 
ience from  too  great  a  quantity  of  water.  It  is 
tolerably  well  timbered.  Hickory,  oak  and  elm 
are  most  observable.  Some  of  the  people  are 
agreeably  situated;  but  in  general,  they  are 
poor  in  the  extreme,  owing  to  that  indolence 
and  want  of  skill  in  agriculture  which  so  con- 
spicuously marks  the  Canadian  character  of 
this  country.  All  the  settlers  are  of  this  de- 
scription except  four,  who  are  Englishmen  of 
industry  and  enterprise. ' '  The  four  referred 
to  were  probably  William  Tucker,  Christian 
Clemens  and  two  members  of  the  Conner 
family,  most  likely  James  and  Henry. 
"Twenty  of  these  farms  were  purchased  of 
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the  Indians  and  settled  in  the  year  1788,  ten 
in  the  year  1793,  1795  and  1796,  and  four  in 
the  year  1800  without  authority  of  any  kind.'7 
"From  the  River  Huron  to  Sinclair  river 
the  distance  following  the  circuitous  margin  of 
the  lake  is  fifteen  miles,  with  respect  to  the  in- 
termediate space  it  may  be  necessary  to  make 
some  observations.     The  first  and  most  impor- 
tant subject  is  a  salt  spring  on  a  small  stream 
four  miles  east  of  the  River  Huron  and  three 
miles  up  the  said  stream  from  the  lake."  The 
small  stream  above  referred  to  is  now  known 
as  Salt  river.    "From  experiments  which  have 
been  made,  1  am  justified  in  saying  that  this 
spring    deserves    public    attention."      It    was 
bought  some  time  ago  by  a  couple  of  men,  who 
owing  to  their  want  of  capital,  were  incapable 
of  conducting  the  business  on  an  advantageous 
plan.     By  these  men  I  have  been  assured  that 
a  quart  of  water  did  with  them  turn  one  gill 
of  salt  and  in  all  their   trials  with  greater 
quantities  it  never  failed  to  produce  in  the 
like  proportion.     There  is  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  water  for  the  supply  of  works  to  any  extent. 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  that  this 
spring  is  claimed  by  a  mercantile  house  under 
the  firm  name  of  Meldrum  &  Parks ;  the  par- 
ticulars  of   which   claim     I    consider   as   un- 
worthy of  investigation,  well  knowing  it  must 
have  been  recently  obtained  from  the  Indians. 
The  lands  about  the  spring  are  rich  and  fa- 
vorable  for  tillage;   particularly   for   wheat. 
Those  extending  to  the  mouth  of  the  River 
Sinclair  are  rather  too  low  and  marshy.     Two 
Canadian  families  have,  however,  settled  on 
them,  who  took  possession  of  the  spots  they 
respectively  occupied  in  the  year  1801." 

He  further  speaks  of  twelve  farms  situated 
on  the  River  Sinclair  six  miles  up,  held  by 
Canadians  with  the  title  derived  from  simple 
possession  since  the  years  1785-1790.  From 
this  settlement  for  twelve  miles  up  the  river 
there  was  no  sign  of  a  house,  when  there  sud- 
denly came  in  sight,  a  number  of  fertile  and 
well  improved  farms  "edging  the  river  for  the 
extent  of  ten  miles  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
five  farms  now  under  cultivation."  A  large 
proportion  of  this  land  he  reports  as  having 
been  purchased  of  the  Indians  "by  Patrick 
Sinclair,  British  commandant  at  Fort  Sinclair 
m  the  year  1765,  who  held  it  until  the  year 
1782 ;  during  that  time  deriving  from  it  con- 
siderable profit  as  a  pinery. 

In  the  year  1782,  he  left  this  country  and 
gave  it  by  deed  of  gift  to  a  Canadian  by  the 
name  of  Votieur,  who  sold  it  in  the  year  1784 
by  the  autioneer  at  public  sale,  at  which  time 
Meldrum  &  Park,  a  mercantile  house  in  this 


country,  became  the  purchasers,  who  have 
since  that  period  claimed  it  as  their  property 
and  erected  upon  it  valuable  improvements ; 
there  are,  however,  five  farmers  upon  it,  be- 
sides the  tenant  of  Meldrum  &  Park,  who  for- 
cibly settled  the  farms  they  severally  occupied 
in  the  year  1800 ;  the  other  nineteen  farmers 
claimed  under  Indian  deeds  in  the  year  1782. " 
"The  River  Sinclair  is  in  length  forty-five 
miles,  and  in  beauty  of  navigation  preferable 
to  Detroit,  though  not  quite  as  wide.  Such  is 
its  transparency  that  the  eye  can  distinguish 
at  its  bottom  in  fifteen  feet  of  water  the  most 
minute  object;  in  it  are  no  shoals,  and  in 
depth  generally  five  or  six  fathoms." 

It  would  be  well  to  compare  with  this,  the 
reports  made  by  Judge  A.  B.  Woodward,  who 
played  so  prominent  a  part  in  the  early  history 
of  Detroit.     Judge  Woodward,   although  er- 
ratic, arbitrary  and  somewhat  visionary,  was  a 
man   of   marked   ability,    strong   personality, 
broad  minded  and  evidently  thoroughly  im- 
bued with  the  possibilities  of  development  in 
this  country.     The  opportunities  and  necessi- 
ties of  this  section  were  repeatedly  urged  by 
Judge  Woodward  and  Governor  Hull  in  var- 
ious communications  to  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent and  other  federal  officials  and  the  follow- 
ing description,  written  by  Judge  Woodward 
in  1806  of  the  class  of  people  who  formed  the 
major  part  of  the  population,  will  be  found 
especially  interesting.     ' '  The  French  colonists 
never  possessed  the  same  knowledge  of  agricul- 
ture which  the  American  colonists  possessed. 
The  front  of  their  farms  is  the  dwelling  house 
and  garden.     In  the  rear  of  this  is  generally 
a  beautiful  and  very  valuable  orchard.    In  the 
rear  of  the  orchard  a  few  have  a  wheatfield  or 
a    cornfield.      The    cultivation    of   the    whole 
depth  of  the  farm  is  seldom  instanced.    In  this 
way,  both  sides  of  the  strait  are  settled,  the 
houses  in  one  line  along  the  banks  of  the  river 
about  twenty-five  rods  apart  resembling  one 
continuous    village    without    any    settlements 
off  from  the  river.     Their  farming  is   alto- 
gether on  the  small  scale,  and  hence  there  is 
little  or  no  disposition  to  engross  lands.    These 
circumstances  explain,  and  perhaps  in  some 
measure  produce  the  character  of  the  people. 
Possessed   of   comfort,    content   and   habitual 
gaiety;  honest  beyond  comparison,  generous, 
hospitable    and    polished;    they    seek    in   the 
duties  of  piety,  and  in  the  pleasures  of  socia- 
bility, an  oblivion  of  all  the  cares  of  ambition 
and  avarice  as  well  as  of  science. ' ' 

October,  10,  1805,  Judge  Woodward  and 
Governor  Hull  united  in  a  report  to  President 
Jefferson  concerning  the  land  titles  in  Michi- 
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gan.    This  was  shortly  after  the  formation  of 
the  territorial  government  and  the  arrival  at 
Detroit  of  the  Governor  and  territorial  judges, 
in  whom,  subject  to  the  approval  of  Congress, 
were  vested  all  the  powers  of  legislation  for 
the   territory.      The   presiding   judge,   A.   B. 
Woodward  arrived  at  Detroit  June  20,  1805, 
and  the  Governor  on  the  first  of  July.    They 
found  Detroit  in  ruins,  the  entire  village  hav- 
ing been  burned  on  the  morning  of  June  11, 
and  its  inhabitants  compelled  to  find  refuge 
among  the  neighboring  settlements   on  both 
sides  of  the  river  or  to  camp  on  the  open  com- 
mons  known   as  the   public   grounds   in   the 
vicinity  of  the  village.    This  fire,  which  at  the 
time  seemed  so  disastrous  and  the  cause  of 
much  suffering,  opened  the  way  for  the  laying 
out  of  Detroit  in  its  present  commodious  and 
beautiful  fashion.  The  uncertainty  of  land  ten- 
ure and  the  advisability  of  extreme  liberality 
on  the  part  of  the  American  Government  were 
strongly  and  repeatedly  urged  and  the  neces- 
sitv  of  providing  opportunities  for  obtaining 
land  titles  on  this  side  of  the  boundary  on  as 
liberal  and  easy  terms  as  they  could  be  ob- 
tained on  the  British  side  of  the  line  was  urged 
at  considerable  length.    Referring  to  the  pur- 
chases from  the  Indians,  this  report  says :"  In- 
dividuals  have   proceeded   to   extinguish   the 
native  right,  contrary  to  the  regulations  of  all 
the  governments ;  and,  in  some  instances  ex- 
tensive settlements  have  been  made  on  titles 
thus     acquired.       What     arrangements     the 
United  States  will  make  on  this  head,  it  be- 
longs not  to  us  to  anticipate;  we  shall  only 
recommend  a  liberal  and  merciful  disposition 
to  the  people  of  this  country  of  whom  it  may 
be  safely  asserted  they  are  less  to  be  charged 
with  depravity  of  character  than  their  govern- 
ments have  been  with  cruel  neglect  and  in- 
difference.      #       #       *    When  the  American 
comes  into  contact  with  the  aboriginal,  if  he  is 
not  considered  as  an  enemy,  he  is  at  least  re- 
garded as  a  character  with  whom  they  are  to 
struggle,  and,  if  in  no  other  way,  certainly  in 
a  pecuniary  view.    But  the  Canadian  allied  by 
blood,    by    long    established    intercourse,  by 
countless  reciprocity  of  services,  their  native 
claims   having   long   been    extinguished,    and 
their  honor  and  good  faith  having  been  repeat- 
edly pledged  for  his  protection,  is  uniformly 
regarded  as  their  brother,  and  with  him  they 
are  disposed  to  make  a  common  cause.    Hence 
justice  and  liberal  justice,  to  the  Canadian  in- 
habitants is  an  important  point  of  policy  in 
the  conduct  of  the  American  Government  to- 
wards the  aboriginal  inhabitants. 


January  4,  1806,  Judge  Woodward  made  a 
further  and  more  detailed  report  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  measures 
of  lands  and  to  the  number  of  improved  farms 
in  the  territory,  in  the  course  of  which  report, 
he  points  out  the  difference  between  the 
French  acre,  which  was  the  same  as  the  Paris 
arpent,  and  the  American  acre,  differences 
which  must  be  understood  to  accurately  under- 
stand much  of  the  old  descriptions.  To  this 
day  the  French  descendants  of  these  early 
lake  shore  settlers  measure  distances  fre- 
quently by  the  acre,  i.  e.,  the  length  of  one  side 
of  the  square  French  acre. 

"The  American  acre  is  nearly  13  poles 
square,  that  is  to  say,  exactly  260  square  poles. 
The  pole  contains  16  feet  6  inches. 

' '  The  French  acre  of  Michigan  is  a  square, 
the  side  of  which  is  180  Paris  feet  equal  to  192 
London  feet  and  nearly  3  inches.  The  differ- 
ence of  a  side  of  a  square  containing  one 
French  acre  and  the  side  of  a  square  contain- 
ing one  American  acre  is  16  feet  5  inches  and 
about  64-100  parts  of  an  inch,  nearly  one 
pole/' 

Referring  to  the  settlements  north  of  De- 
troit, it  was  said,  "along  and  north  of  Lake 
St.  Clair  in  a  country  of  which  the  Indian 
title  is  not  yet  clearly  extinguished  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  there  are  123 
farms,"   claimed  either  under   Indian   deeds 
or  by  right  of  occupation.     In  a  supplemen- 
tal  report    made    on   the    17th    of   the    same 
month,    Judge    Woodward    referred    to    the 
various    settlements    in     the    territory    and 
gave     the     dates    of      settlements     and    the 
number     of     farms     contained     in  each     of 
them.     From     this,     it     appears     that       in 
the  present  limits  of  Macomb  county  there  had 
been  made  a  number  of  settlements.    ' '  In  1783 
twenty  settlements  were  made   on  Lake   St. 
Clair-"  in  which  settlement  there  was  at  that 
time  twenty  farms.     "In  1788  twenty  settle- 
ments were  made  on  la  Riviere  aux  Hurons. 
"In  1793  a  considerable  addition  was  made  to 
the  settlements  on  the  Huron  river;"  ten  new 
farms  apparently  being  added.     "In  1797  a 
large  number  of  families  (elsewhere  given  as 
thirty)   altogether  Canadians  settled  on  what 
is  called  Milk  river  and  in  the  country  north 
of  it."    "In  1800  four  settlers  were  added  to 
those  on  the  Huron  river. ' ' 

"During  all  this  period  great  anxiety  exist- 
ed among  the  people  to  obtain  regular  titles. 
Attached  to  the  American  jurisdiction,  their 
determination  seemed  to  be  to  throw  them- 
selves upon  the  mercy  of  the  American  Gov- 
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eminent  when  it  became  inclined  to  attend  to 
their  situation.  In  1802  directions  were  given 
to  the  Indian  agent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  De- 
partment of  War  to  investigate  and  report  the 
titles  of  this  country.  The  inhabitants  receiv- 
ed him  with  the  greatest  hospitality  and  can- 
dor, concealing  or  misrepresenting  none  of  the 
facts  attending  their  respective  settlements 
and  manifested  their  joy  at  the  government's 
turning  their  attention  to  the  titles  of  that 
country. ' ' 

As  was  pointed  out  in  this  report  all  of  these 
settlements  with  possibly  the  exception  of 
some  on  Lake  St.  Clair  were  beyond  the  terri- 
tory to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  ex- 
tinguished and  the  necessity  for  prompt  steps 
to  obtain  the  Indian  title  to  a  greater  extent 
of  land  wras  strongly  urged.  At  this  time  the 
only  land  in  this  part  of  Michigan,  the  Indian 
title  to  which  had  been  released  consisted  of  a 
strip  of  land  six  miles  wide  running  from  the 
River  Raisin  northerly  to  Lake  St.  Clair.  This 
had  been  obtained  under  the  French  regime, 
and  had  been  confirmed  by  the  treaties  with 
the  Indians  at  Ft.  Mcintosh,  Ft.  Ilalmar  and 
Greenville. 

As  before  stated  the  title  to  the  lands  which 
the  settlers  had  occupied  and  improved  was 
passed  upon  by  a  board  of  commissioners  who 
met  at  Detroit  at  various  times  up  to  February, 
1811,  and  took  testimony  of  possession  and  im- 
provement, and  awarded  tracts  of  various 
sizes  not  exceeding  640  acres  to  those  who  fur- 
nished satisfactory  proof  of  continuous  occu- 
pation from  July  1,  1796,  on.  These  private 
claims  thus  established  constitute  the  earliest 
legal  titles  of  the  county  and  in  the  aggregate 
occupy  the  greater  part  of  the  present  town- 
ship of  Harrison  and  the  larger  part  of  the 
lake  front  in  Erin  and  Chesterfield  and  of 
both  banks  of  the  Clinton  River  in  Clinton 
township  up  to  and  including  the  site  of  Fred- 
erick. From  the  proofs  thus  taken  consider- 
able can  be  learned  of  the  residents  of  those 
days  and  of  the  situation  of  their  farms.  These 
genial,  company-loving  French  would  have 
died  of  ennui  had  they  settled  as  the  eastern 
Yankee  backwoodsman  was  accustomed  to  do 
— in  the  heart  of  the  forest,  miles  from  neigh- 
bors whom  he  might  not  see  for  months  at  a 
time — he  wanted  friendly  and  frequent  in- 
tercourse with  his  kind.  So  close  to  each  other 
as  to  be  almost  within  shouting  distance,  were 
built  the  little  log  cabins  on  farms  fronting  a 
few  rods  on  the  water  and  stretching  back  into 
unbroken  wilderness,  sometimes  almost  a  mile. 
Nor  was  this  as  inconvenient  as  might  seem. 
Fishing  and  trapping  were  more  favorite  em- 


ployments than  agriculture,  and  the  rear  for- 
ests were  resorted  to  only  for  game  and  fire- 
wood. 

From  all  that  can  be  found,  an  effort  will 
be  made  to  give  some  idea  of  who  lived  along 
the  lake  and  river  and  the  improvements  they 
had  wrought  in  the  forests  in  the  time  be- 
tween the  taking  of  the  county  as  a  part  of  the 
American  possessions  and  the  War  of  1812. 
Beginning  at  the  south  No.  222  is  the  first  pri- 
vate claim  whose  lake  front,  where  the  build- 
ings and  improvements  were  naturally  made, 
lies  within  our  county.  The  south  part  of  this 
claim  was,  in  1796,  in  the  possession  of  Fran- 
cois Ble  (progenitor  no  doubt  of  some  of  the 
Blays  of  today) ,  who  sold  to  William  Forsyth, 
who  occupied  the  same  until  1806,  when  he 
sold  to  Antoine  Renaud  for  $100.00.  The  lat- 
ter also  bought  in  1808  the  north  part  of  the 
claim  for  $112.50  from  Jacques  Allard,  thus 
obtaining  the  whole  120  acres  now  known  as 
Private  Claim  222,  and  the  uncertain  improve- 
ments thereon  for  $212.50  and  his  expenses  in 
proving  up  his  claim. 

Next  north  lay  the  eighty  acres  allowed  to 
Joseph  Cainpeau,  the  prominent  and  (for 
those  days)  wealthy  Detroit  merchant,  as 
claim  No.  544.  This  appears  to  have  been  long 
in  the  possession  of  Pierre  Duschene  and  on  it 
in  1808  a  house  had  been  built  and  about  twen- 
ty acres  had  been  cultivated.  Next  to  the 
north  was  the  largest  and  more  prosperous  of 
the  early  farms — the  Gazet  Tremble  farm  at 
Milk  River  Point.  The  claim  was  allowed  to 
Tremble  as  grantee  in  deeds  from  one  Maison 
and  Antoine  Larabelle,  who  had  occupied  and 
improved  their  respective  shares  since  a  date 
long  before  1796.  At  the  time  of  the  taking 
of  the  proofs  in  March,  1809,  the  entire  600 
acres  were  inclosed  "and  more  than  two  hun- 
dred arpents  are  under  cultivation ;  a  dwelling 
house  and  two  barns"  being  among  the  im- 
provements sworn  to  by  Michel  Duschene. 
In  the  deeds  and  descriptions  of  this  claim  and 
others  in  that  vicinity,  the  point  and  the  river 
now  and  then  known  as  Milk  river  were  also  re- 
ferred to  as  "Pointe  d'Guignolet"  and  "Ri- 
viere a  Guignolet,"  names  that  evidently  are 
significant  of  the  choke-cherry  and  black  cherry 
brandy,  which  the  genial  and  liquor-loving 
French  bon-vivants  of  those  days  associated 
with  that  home  of  plenty  and  mirth.  The  farm 
remained  in  the  family  of  Gazet  Tremble  at 
least  until  after  the  death  of  his  son  Joseph, 
and  was  in  its  day  one  of  the  finest  and  most 
productive  of  the  old  French  farms  of  the  lake 
shore.  Gazet  was  the  brother  of  Michael 
Tremble    (the    father     of    Leander,     Henry, 
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Daniel  and  Louis  Trembley  and  of  Mrs.  Leon 
Peltier),  and  also  of  the  wife  of  Harry  Con- 
ner of  Conner  creek  fame,  son  of  Richard 
Conner  of  the  Moravian  Village,  of  whom 
much  is  told  elsewhere,  Gazet  Tremble  was 
an  active  and  influential  man  of  medium 
height,  and  his  straight  athletic  frame  adorned 
with  a  bright  gay-colored  sash,  was  a  familiar 
figure  still  remembered  by  some  of  the  oldest 
residents.    He  lived  to  the  ripe  old  r.ge  of  102. 

Next  up  the  shore  lay  Private  Claim  599 
allowed  to  the  heirs  of  James  Abbott,  being 
described  as  sixteen  acres  front  by  forty  deep, 
"near  L'Anse  C reuse"  and  bounded  "south- 
southwest  by  Monsieur  Duchesne."  In  1808 
it  appears  by  the  testimony  of  Joseph  Robi- 
taille,  who  as  tenant  for  the  claimant  had  oc- 
cupied the  same  upwards  of  eight  years,  there 
had  been  "about  three  arpents"  cleared  and 
inclosed  and  a  house  built.  James  Abbott  was 
an  Irishman  reputed  to  have  been  the  first 
English  speaking  merchant  of  Detroit.  He 
and  his  son  Robert  were  prominent  fur-traders 
and  wTell  known  throughout  the  county.  The 
Abbotts  also  secured  the  next  claim  of  640 
acres,  having  occupied  the  same  by  their  ten- 
ants Laurent  Griftord,  Antoine  Larabelle  and 
Gazet  Tremble.  These  two  claims  as  surveyed 
occupied  the  lake  front  from  Milk  river  up 
over  a  mile  and  a  half  and  covered  the  lands 
years  after  owned  by  the  Frazarcl,  Whitmore, 
Labadie,  Trombley,  Detour  and  Maison  fami- 
lies. 

These  two  claims  and  all  the  lake  front  from 
.Milk  river  north  to  near  where  the  Lake  Shore 
Catholic  Church  stands,  were  formerly  spoken 
of  as  The  Prairie,  from  the  fact  that  for  a 
space  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  back  from 
the  lake  shore  the  low  half -marshy  land  wras 
bare  of  trees,  and  raised  a  luxuriant  growth 
of  coarse,  heavy  grass,  which,  in  years  when 
the  water  was  not  too  high  to  forbid,  was  cut 
and  used  for  winter  fodder.  This  low^  marshy 
prairie  or  meadow  was  probably  largely  re- 
sponsible for  the  very  unfavorable  impression 
that  the  Indian  Commissioner  Jouett  ex- 
pressed of  this  locality.  The  Englishman  who 
translated  the  French  idiom  used  in  describ- 
ing the  claims  as  filed,  transformed  La  Prairie 
into  Long  Meadow,  and  so  Private  Claim  No. 
625  is  found  bounded  on  the  southwest  by 
Long  Meadow.  This  claim  was  patented  to 
Pierre  Duchene,  wTho  had  occupied  it  from  be- 
fore 1796  until  1808  at  least.  Gazet  Tremble 
testified  to  four  arpents  being  enclosed  and 
cultivated  and  a  house  erected  which,  how- 
ever, had  been  burned  at  the  time  of 
the     hearing.     This  claim     is  spoken     of  as 


bounded  on  the  north  by  land  occupied  by 
Jacques  Allard,  but  this  property  being  the 
farm  where  stands  the  store  for  many  years 
owned  by  Henry  Vernier,  was  not  claimed  by 
Allard  or  anyone  else,  but  was  afterward 
bought  from  the  government. 

From  here  up  to  where  Noah  Meloche  now 
lives  (the  Couchez  Road)  no  claim  was  put 
in,  although  it  is  probable  that  portions  were 
occupied,  but  the  occupation  had  not  continued 
long  enough  to  enable  the  occupants  to  estab- 
lish claims. 

The  present  Noah  Meloche  and  neighboring 
Socier  farms  are  parts  of  Private  Claim  630 
allowed  in  1809  to  Jean  Batiste  Socier,  and 
here,  as  in  many  of  these  old  lake  shore  farms, 
the  land  has  remained  in  the  family  for  up- 
wards of  a  century,  being  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation.  On  each  division  for 
years,  it  was  customary  to  so  subdivide  that 
each  heir  had  a  water  front,  thus  forming  still 
narrower  strips.  The  rights  of  Batiste  Socier 
were  established  by  the  testimony  of  his  neigh- 
bors, Francois  A.  Tremble  and  Simon  Yax. 

A  tract  about  four  arpents  wide,  now  the 
Allard  farm  lying  just  north  of  the  May  Road 
was  first  occupied  by  Francois  A.  Tremble 
until  he  purchased  from  Michel  Duchene  the 
second  tract  up  the  shore,  claim  number  199, 
when  he  gave  it  over  to  Nicholas  Patenande, 
Jr.,  to  whom  it  was  patented  in  1808  as  Pri- 
vate Claim  250,  after  he  had  produced  a  deed 
(in  French)  from  Francois  A.  Tremble  re- 
leasing to  the  claimant  his  rights  in  the  tract. 

Between  the  two  claims  of  Tremble  was 
claim  of  170  allowed  to  Jean  Baptiste  Vernier 
dit  Ladouceur,  and  which  has  remained  in  his 
family  to  this  day,  being  now  the  farms  of 
Leancler  Vernier  and  Mary  Thibault.  Ver- 
nier (Ladouceur  was  a  nickname  that  was 
used  to  distinguish  him  from  the  other  Ver- 
niers) had  located  here  prior  to  1796.  and 
clearing  a  small  space  had  built  the  usual  log 
cabin  and  won  from  lake  and  forest  the  liveli- 
hood of  himself  and  family,  living  to  a  ripe 
old  age.  The  farm  passed  to  Jean  B.  Jun,  who 
had  married  a  niece  of  Joseph  Campeau,  the 
wealthy  merchant  of  Detroit,  who  owned 
many  farms  and  claims  along  the  shore.  Upon 
the  death  of  Jean  B.  Jun  in  1835,  the  farm 
passed  to  the  children,  one  of  whom,  John 
Vernier,  now  lives  in  Mt.  Clemens,  an  active 
vigorous  man  at  seventy-seven  years.  His 
share  of  the  old  farm  is  now  held  by  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Tebo. 

Claim  No.  199,  taken  up  by  Etienne  Du- 
chene, who  occupied  from  1796  to  1799  when 
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it  was  turned  to  his  cousin  who  sold  to  Fran- 
cois A.  Tremble,  has  already  been  referred  to. 
This  tract  was  occupied  and  improved  like  the 
other  and  has  passed  from  the  original  settler 
to  Francis  Tremble,  his  son,  who  lived  there 
until  his  death  some  twenty-eight  years  ago, 
when  his  children  took  the  title  thereto  and 
still  retain  it. 

Claim  No.  820  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  lying  next  up  the  shore  had  many  owners 
in  its  early  days,  as  it  has  had  of  late  years. 
Its  earliest  occupant  of  whom  we  know  was 
Cabriel  Reneau,  who  gave  it  to  his  brother, 
Louis,  who  sold  to  Bazile  Crequi.  From  the 
latter  in  July,  1808,  for  the  sum  of  ninety 
dollars  it  was  purchased  by  Jean  Batiste  St. 
Laurent,  whose  home  it  was  in  September, 
1808,  and  to  whom  it  was  at  that  time  allowed. 
This  was  the  home  for  many  years  of  Jacob 
Thibault  (now  usually  written  Tebo)  who  died 
there  fome  twenty  years  ago  aged  104  years, 
and  is  now  owned  by  his  daughter,  Calista 
Meldruni. 

Before  July,  1796,  a  house  and  small  clear- 
ing had  been  made  by  Ignace  Sene  on  claim 
?>66.  Batiste  Cochois,  who  bought  of  Sene, 
sold  after  two  years'  use  of  it  to  Jean  B.  Trem- 
ble dit  Ambroise  who  had  by  Christmas,  1808, 
eight  or  nine  arpents  under  cultivation  and  a 
house  and  stables  on  the  place. 

Although  claim  5(55  had  had  no  less  than 
seven  owners  from  July,  1796,  when  Joseph 
Laforet  had  cleared  two  arpents  and  built  a 
house,  to  December,  1808,  when  it  was  granted 
to  Etienne  Socier  only  six  arpents  had  then 
been  cleared.  The  other  early  owners  were 
Batiste  Cochois,  Ignace  Sene,  Henry  Cam- 
peau,  Ignace  A.  Tremble  and  Anable  Latour. 
Nothing  appears  as  to  the  amount  of  im- 
provement that  Charles  Chovin  had  put  on  No. 
278  during  his  upwards  of  twelve  years'  occu- 
pation. 

i  Claim  225,  prior  to  1796  had  been  sold  by 
Francis  St.  Benard  to  Louis  Thibault,  who 
later  surrendered  it  back  to  St.  Benard,  and 
who  then  sold  to  Jean  B.  Compare!  Jim.  From 
him  Michel  Ducheiie  bought  and  he  proved  up 
the  claim  by  showing  its  continuous  cultivation 
by  these  successive  owners. 

Similiar  proofs  enabled  Pierre  Griftbrd  to 
secure  No.  220  and  Jean  B.  Petit  No.  505, 
which  lie  at  the  corner  of  Erin,  Harrison  and 
Clinton  townships. 

Joseph  Campau ,  the  prominent  wealthy 
trader  of  Detroit,  had  begun  dealing  in  real 
estate  as  early  as  1786,  and  many  of  the  early 
farms  of  Macomb  county  were  owned  by  him.  1 


No  less  than  nine  claims  were  allowed  him  by 
the  Commissioners,  and  others  secured  their 
claims  as  assignees  of  Campau.  Among  these 
claims  of  Campau  were  544  heretofore  re- 
ferred to,  736  and  545  on  the  lake,  and  319, 
604,  133,  130,  134  and  633  along  the  river. 
As  Campau  did  not  personally  occupy  these, 
they  will  he  referred  to  again  only  where 
special  improvements  were  shown  or  the  ten- 
ants are  known. 

On  645,  when  Francois  Duchene  secured  the 
same  in  1809,  about  eight  arpents  were  en- 
closed and  under  cultivation  and  a  house  and 
barn  were  built,  lie  had  bought  of  Pierre 
Champagne,  who  it  seems  also  had  owned  No. 
315  lying  next  north.  This  he  sold  to  Jean 
Sunare,  who  in  turn  sold  to  Louis  Leduc,  the 
claimant  before  the  Commissioners. 

At  the  point  sometimes  referred  to  as  Point 
of  L'Anse  C reuse,  but  usually  spoken  of  by 
the  French  as  La  Pointe  a  Chovin,  being  the 
point  just  below  the  site  of  Liverpool,  are  the 
claims  granted  to  Jean  Marsac,  who  had  occu- 
pied and  improved  No.  162  for  "several 
years"  previous  to  1796  and  continued  thereon 
until  after  1808,  and  to  Charles  Chovin,  who 
had  made  his  home  on  No.  277  for  upwards  of 
twelve  years,  when  the  proofs  were  taken  in 
1808. 

Claim  No.  164  lay  both  sides  of  the  old 
Liverpool  road  and  included  the  site  of  Liver- 
pool. It  was  claimed  by  Joseph  Mitresse  dit 
Sansfacon.  part  of  it  as  the  grantee  of  Antoine 
Ceeille  who  bought  of  N.  Patenande  and  part 
of  it  as  grantee  of  Louis  Champagne  who  had 
purchased  from  Pierre  Laparle.  In  the 
French  deeds  or  contracts  of  purchase  by  Sans- 
facon, there  are  mentioned  "a  little  house, 
horse  stable,  and  fencing"  as  covered  by  the 
conveyances.  Sansfacon  like  Laduceur  was 
originally  merely  a  nickname,  but  even  in  1802 
it  had  evidently  been  accepted  by  the  family, 
as  these  deeds  are  signed  merely  "Joseph 
Sansfacon,"  omitting  the  real  surname,  which 
is  used  in  the  claim  filed.  To-day  the  old  fam- 
ily name  is  forgotten  by  nearly  everyone  and 
only  Sansfacon  is  used. 

Lying  each  side  of  the  Cottrell  road  where 
it  strikes  the  lake  shore  road  are  claims  601 
and  602  allowed  to  Baptiste  and  Alexis  Dubay 
respectively.  On  each  had  been  built  a  house 
and  parts  broken  up.  From  the  descriptions, 
it  is  evident  that  between  them  was  land  occu- 
pied by  one  Simon  Landri,  but  when  the  sur- 
veys were  made,  there  seems  to  have  been 
nothing  left  for  Simon.  Below  these  two  was 
and  occupied  by  Michael  Comparet,  who,  how- 
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ever,  failed  to  prove  up  a  claim  to  his  posses- 
sion, probably  because  of  its  then  seeming- 
worthlessness. 

The  Henry  Campau  farm  along*  the  souther- 
ly line  of  which  now  runs  the  Boulevard  and 
Lake  Shore  Electric  line  was  confirmed  to 
Louis  Laforge,  who  in  1808  had  been  in  unin- 
terrupted possession  for  upwards  of  twelve 
years  at  least,  and  who  could  boast  of  a  house, 
barn  and  a  bearing  orchard  on  his  premises — 
the  latter  an  unusual  possession  at  that  time. 
This  orchard  has  been  largely  destroyed  by  the 
inroads  of  the  lake,  but  remnants  of  it  still 
stand  directly  in  front  of  the  Club  House  at 
Lakeside,  now  run  by  Bigham. 

Next  up  the  shore  is  No.  149  which  Phillis 
Peltier  swore  to  being  possessed  as  early  as 
1793  by  one  Cazet  who  sold  to  Francois  Depre 
who  sold  to  the  successful  claimant  Jean  B. 
Pare.  Real  estate  in  those  early  days  seems 
to  have  found  ready  and  frequent  sales.  Claim 
165  next  north  was  owned  by  Charles  Chovin, 
Nicholas  Value  and  Joseph  Dube  before  the 
last  named  proved  it  up  in  1808. 

We  now  come  to  claim  174,  and  here  find  the 
first  exception  to  purely  French  occupation 
we  have  struck  in  coming  up  the  lake  shore. 
Among  the  first,  if  not  the  first  English  speak- 
ing man  to  permanently  locate  in  this  part 
of  the  country  was  Jacob  Thomas,  called  Dr. 
Thomas,  who  came  up  from  Kentucky  in  1774 
or  earlier.  He  married  into  a  French  family, 
Donai  by  name  and  located  on  the  lake  shore, 
where  his  family  and  descendants  have  in  part 
remained,  and  owned  lands  until  within  a  few 
years.  They  have  intermarried  almost  invar- 
iably with  the  French,  until  the  fact  that  they 
were  not  purely  French  blood  has  been  almost 
lost  sight  of.  Robert  Thomas,  the  son,  was 
born  in  1775,  and  John  B.  Thomas,  his  son,  in 
1800.  Private  claim  174  was  allowed  in  1808 
to  "The  widow  and  children  of  Jacob 
Thomas. ' ' 

The  next  tract  north  was  claimed  by  Jean 
Baptiste  Nantay,  who  was  evidently  an  active 
and  widely  known  man  in  those  days,  since  he 
was  a  witness  to  establish  a  great  many  of  the 
claims.  Jean  Marsac  swore  that  the  claimant 
had  had  possession  some  fourteen  years  before 
and  had  cultivated  the  premises  for  seven 
years,  and  Robert  Thomas  swore  that  he  had 
lived  on  the  premises  and  cultivated  them  for 
six  or  seven  years  prior  to  the  time  of  the  tak- 
ing of  testimony,  September,  1808,  but  that 
his  possession  was  contrary  to  the  claimant's 
wishes ;  that  at  the  time  he  took  possession,  the 
land  had  been  idle  for  about  two  years.     A 


portion  of  the  land  lying  next  north  of  this 
claim  appears  to  have  been  claimed  by  Nicho- 
las Chapaton,  the  great  uncle  of  Oliver  Chap- 
aton.  In  support  of  the  claims  of  Chapaton, 
who  claimed  160  acres  bounded  north  by  Phil- 
lis Peltier  and  on  the  south  by  land  of  Nan- 
tay, six  different  witnesses  were  sworn,  being 
Nantay,  Jean  Marsac,  Michel  Comparet, 
Pierre  Lanoue  dit  Leblanc,  Jean  Baptiste, 
Louis  and  Benoist  Chapaton.  Nantay  testi- 
fied that  Chapaton  had  built  a  fence  around 
his  claim  before  July  1,  1796,  and  cut  a  stack 
of  hay,  but  had  not  cultivated  any  of  the  land 
or  made  no  improvements;  that  Phillis  Pel- 
tier, however,  had  built  two  houses,  one  of 
which  had  been  burned.  Louis  Chapaton  had 
heard  Phillis  Peltier  say  that  the  Indians  had 
given  that  tract  of  land  to  him,  Peltier,  and 
Chapaton.  In  support  of  this  claim  was  also 
produced  a  deed  written  in  French,  dated  De- 
troit, May  8,  1795,  purporting  to  be  signed  by 
two  Indian  chiefs,  Vouistamance  and  Nanguy, 
giving  a  tract  of  land,  bounded  by  the  lands  of 
Nantay  and  Peltier  to  "sieur  Colet  Chapa- 
ton. ' '  Jean  Marsac  dit  Punacha  testified  that 
the  claimant  had  cut  a  stack  of  hay,  but  had 
made  no  improvement;  that  Phillis  Peltier 
had  built  a  house  on  the  tract  ' '  about  two  and 
one-half  arpents  this  side  of  the  bridge, ' '  over 
the  Ventre  de  Boeuf ;  that  Peltier  had  culti- 
vated some  seven  or  eight  acres  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  farm  which  improvements,  how- 
ever, witness  thought  had  been  made  since  the 
Americans  had  taken  possession  of  the  coun- 
try; that  the  Indian  chiefs  had  charged  the 
witness  not  to  let  any  person  settle  or  enter  on 
these  lands,  as  they  had  given  them  to  their 
friends,  Peltier  and  Chapaton.  Jean  B.  Chap- 
aton testified  that  in  August,  1795  the  claim- 
ant had  mowed  hay  on  the  premises,  and  that 
in  the  February  following  he  and  the  claim- 
ant had  taken  the  hay  away  and  cut  logs  to 
build  a  house ;  that  Peltier  had  at  that  time 
made  use  of  one  side  of  the  tract,  and 
Chapaton  the  other;  that  no  improvements 
had  been  made  on  Chapaton  \s  part  of  the 
tract,  but  that  Peltier  had  cultivated  his 
for  the  past  five  or  six  years.  Jean  B. 
Pare  swore  that  for  fifteen  year  Phillis  Pel- 
tier had  been  in  possession  and  cultivated  his 
premises.  Accordingly  the  Commissioners  re- 
jected the  claim  of  Chapaton,  and  granted 
claim  No.  148  to  Phillis  Peltier. 

The  farm  now  owned  by  the  Martz  heirs  be- 
ing claim  168  was  granted  to  Louis  Campeau 
upon  the  testimony  of  George  Meldrum  and 
claim  545  and  319,  which  together  with  168, 
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constitute  the  most  of  the  marsh  farms  lying 
east  of  the  road  commonly  spoken  of  as  the 
.Marsh  road,  were  granted  to  Joseph  Campeau, 
he  appearing  to  have  cultivated  and  occupied 
them,  or  purchased  the  rights  of  those  who 
had.  Thirty  acres  were  under  cultivation  on 
545. 

Claim  151,  which  together  with  the  east  half 
of  139  forms  the  Anthony  Ameis  farm  of  to- 
day, was  granted  to  Francois  St.  Obin,  it  hav- 
ing been  shown  that  the  farm  had  been  cul- 
tivated and  occupied  for  at  least  twenty  years. 
It  had  been  owned  formerly  by  Michel  Com- 
pared Jean  B.  Bodin  and  Ignace  Moras.  This 
claim  and  all  succeeding  ones  until  the  other 
claim  of  Ignace  Moras  is  reached,  are  bounded 
by  the  river.  Following  up  on  the  south  bank 
of  the  river  claim  238  was  allowed  to  Louis 
Chapatoii  as  grantee  of  Jos.  Campeau,  he 
having  purchased  the  farm  in  March,  1803,  for 
forty  pounds. 

Claim  604  which  covered  a  strip   running 
from  LAnse  Creuse  Bay  to  the  river  and  in- 
cluding the  Frank  Moore  farm  on  the  bay  and 
Kath  and  Tilk  farms  on  the  river,  was  sub- 
ject to  controversy  between  Joseph  Campeau 
and  the  heirs  of  Cecille  Campeau,  and  the  tes- 
timony introduced,   also  brings  out  the  fact 
that  Isaac  and  John  Williams  Avere  at  least  in- 
terested in  this  land,  if  not  occupants  of  it. 
The  contest  between  Campeau  and  the  Wil- 
liams   claimants,    heirs   of    Cecille    Campeau, 
turned  on  the  case  of  domestic  infelicity  that 
however  unfortunate  in  itself  has  at  least  re- 
sulted   in    furnishing   more    evidence    of   the 
early  occupants  of  this  tract  than  we  have  in 
most  cases.    Campeau 's  claim  was  based  upon 
a  ^ deed  from  Jacques  Lozoii,  in  which  Cecille, 
his  wife,  had  refused  to  join  and  a  sharp  con- 
troversy developed   as  to   whether  the  place 
was  the  property  of  the  husband  or  the  wife, 
but  the  amusing  contradictions  and  confusion 
in  the  testimony  of  the  witness  and  the  lack 
of  certainty  regarding  the  various  early  trans- 
fers   of    title— they    were    evidently    usually 
made  by  mere  delivery  of  possession  without 
writing— lend  great  uncertainty  as  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  respective  claims.    The  hearing  was 
adjourned  several  times,  and  finally  in  Au- 
gust,  1809,  without  additional  evidence,  the 
commissioners    disallowed   the    claim    of   the 
Williams    heirs    and    confirmed   the   tract   to 
Joseph  Campeau  as  No.  604  in  a  manner  that 
suggests   the   probability  that   Campeau  had 
settled  with  the  opposing  claimants,  who  there- 
upon abandoned  their  efforts.    From  the  testi- 
mony rf  the  various  witnesses,  Jacques,  Louis 
and     Touissant     Campeau,     Jacques     Lozon, 


Joseph  Robertjean,  Jean  B.  Nantay,  Michael 
and  Jean  B.  Comparet,  Jr.,  the  following  facts 
can  be  gleaned :    Jean  B.  Comparet,  Sr.,  was 
the  first  one  to  make  any  improvements  upon 
this  land.     He  and  his  sons,  Joseph,  Francis 
and  Jean  Marie  Comparet,  and  one  John  Flin, 
improved  the  premises  considerably  as  early  as 
1788,  clearing  at  least  an  acre  and  a  half,  and 
planting  corn  thereon  and  raising  "the  square 
of  a  house  up  to  the  joist. "  That  they,  through 
their  agent,    Francis    Comparet,    sold    their 
rights  to  Thomas  Edwards,  and  one  Matt,  after 
having  lived  on  the  premises  some  four  or  five 
years.     Before  the  Comparets   improved  the 
land,    it    was    rumored    that    it    belonged    to 
Thomas  Williams  by  virtue  of  an  Indian  deed, 
and  about  the  time  the  Comparets  went  into 
possession,  Isaac  Williams  sold  a  portion  of 
the  land  to  Comparet.     Edwards  sold  either 
to  Jacques  Lozon  or  to  his  wife  Cecille  Wil- 
liams Lozon    (nee   Campeau?)      The  Lozons, 
with  the  family  of  Williams  children  moved 
on  to  the  premises  about  1793,  at  least  long 
prior  to   1796,   and  quite  extensive  improve- 
ments were  made.     The  evidence  is  contradic- 
tory as  to  statements  that  have  been  made  by 
Lozon  as  to  whether  his  possession  was  in  his 
own  right  or  on  behalf  of  his  wife,  but  it  ap- 
pears that  he  had  nothing  when  they  came 
there,  and  that  at  least  a  portion  of  the  pur- 
chase price  was  furnished  from  her  means. 
The  balance  of  the  purchase  price  was  paid 
by  an  order  on  Joseph  Campeau,  which  he 
honored,  and  to  secure  the  payment  of  which, 
he  afterward  obtained  a  mortgage  from  the 
Lozons.    In  this  mortgage,  Mrs.  Lozon  united, 
being  forced  to  do  so  by  her  husband.    Later 
Lozon  deeded  the  place  to  Campeau,  but  the 
wife  persisted  in  her  refusal  to  sign  the  deed. 
The  Williams  children  lived  with  the  Lozons 
seven  or  eight  years,  and  assisted  in  making 
the  improvements.    A  remnant  of  slavery  ap- 
pears in  connection  with  this  testimony,  since 
John  Williams  was  assisted  in  his  work  by  "a 
negro  of  his  father;  that  the  negro  worked 
seven  or  eight  years  until  he  was  sold"  about 
1800.     Some  thirty-five  or  six  acres  were  cul- 
tivated and  inclosed,  a  house  and  barn  and 
other  outbuildings  erected. 

For  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half 
along  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  covering 
ten  claims  with  one  exception,  the  land  was 
either  granted  to  Joseph  Campeau  or  he  has 
sometimes  owned  the  same,  and  nothing  of  in- 
terest appears  in  the  testimony  relative  to  the 
occupants  thereof ,  nor  the  amount  of  improve- 
ments placed  upon  them.  The  exception  re- 
ferred to  is  Private  Claim  175,  now  owned  by 
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Charles  Winkler  and  for  many  years  the  prop- 
erty of  Latourneau  and  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Paquette.  This  was  granted  to  Louis  Petit  as 
the  grantee  of  one  Cannellier. 

The  farm  so  long  occupied  by  the  Chortier 
family,  claim  No.  176,  was  granted  to  Pierre 
Phenix.  It  was  made  up  originally  of  two 
separate  tracts,  deeds  of  which  from  the  form- 
er owners  to  Phenix  were  put  in  evidence.  The 
lower  half  appears  to  have  belonged  to  one 
Lapaline  and  Provost  and  the  upper  half  to 
Lapaline,  Nathan  William,  Joseph  Bouvouloir 
and  Joseph  Cherbenneau. 

Next  farm  west,  which  includes  the  Cole 
farm  and  others  lying  south  was  granted 
to  Joseph  Row^e  (the  father  of  Mrs.  Joseph 
Hayes,  and  hence  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Andrewr  S.  Robertson),  as  the  assignee  of 
Antoine  N.  Petit,  from  whom  he  had  bought 
it  in  October  of  1807  for  $200.00.  The  next 
claim  west,  which  includes  the  Reimold  and 
Bruell  farms,  was  granted  to  Joseph  Robert- 
jean  as  claim  No.  229.  This  farm  has  been 
one  of  the  most  historic  on  the  river  belowr 
Mount  Clemens.  John  Lovelace,  one  of  the 
Indian  captives  wdio  constituted  practically 
the  only  English  speaking  people  of  the 
county  in  the  eighteenth  century,  com- 
menced on  this  farm  sometime  prior  to  1796. 
He  cleared  some  two  or  three  acres,  but  built 
no  building.  He  was,  however,  according 
to  the  testimony  of  Israel  Ruland,  in  posses- 
sion and  cultivating  the  premises  until  about 
1798,  when  he  sold  them  to  the  claimant, 
Robertjean,  to  whom  Ruland,  as  the  agent 
of  Lovelace,  gave  possession.  Campeau  tes- 
tified that  in  1801,  by  permission  of  the 
claimant,  he  had  cut  a  thousand  rails  off  the 
premises.  Later  this  farm  passed  through 
Mr.  Clemens  and  to  John  Conner,  who 
moved  there  and  established  his  home  and 
commenced  extensive  improvements  before 
1812.  Conner  was  one  of  the  prominent,  in- 
fluential men  of  the  community,  and  his 
home  wTas  the  rendezvous  of  the  English 
speaking  inhabitants.  He  had  come  from 
Maryland  before  1800,  and  had  married  the 
daughter  of  Captain  Thorne  of  River  St. 
Clair  district.  When  the  War  of  1812  broke 
out,  the  hostility  of  the  Indians,  who  gen- 
erally sympathized  with  the  British,  was 
such  that  Conner  found  it  wise  each  evening 
to  take  his  wife  and  children  to  the  home 
of  James  Conner,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  James  Conner  being  of  the  Richard 
Conner  family  of  the  Moravian  settlement, 
was  favored  by  the  Indians,  and  his  home 
was  a  safe  refuge.     Soon  after  the  British 


secured  Detroit,  upon  the  surrender  of  Gen. 
Hull,  Mr.  Conner  wTent  to  Detroit  to  market 
and  was  held  there  by  the  British.  Learning 
this,  Mrs.  Conner,  with  her  five  children,  got 
into  a  canoe  and  went  to  Detroit,  and  there 
made  her  home  until  the  close  of  the  wTar. 
Conner  was  sent  to  Canada  and  wTas  absent 
for  nearly  a  year,  but  later  returned  by 
way  of  Ohio  and  joined  the  army,  rendering 
excellent  service  for  his  country.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  in  1815  he  returned  to  his 
farm,  there  to  find  desolation  on  all  hands, 
the  land,  which  he  had  broken  up,  grown 
up  in  wreeds  and  brush,  and  every  creature 
killed  to  furnish  food  for  the  marauding 
Indians.  Industry  and  energy,  however, 
soon  made  the  home  again  pleasant  and  valu- 
able. Conner  remained  upon  the  farm  until 
about  1844,  and  died  at  Romeo  in  Januarv, 
1857.  After  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812, 
the  Conners  succeeded  in  establishing  much 
more  friendly  relations  with  the  Indians, 
and  Mrs.  Conner  wras  particularly  beloved 
by  them.  The  oldest  of  their  children,  Will- 
iam Conner,  married  Susan  Conner,  the 
daughter  of  Henry  Conner  of  Conner's 
Creek,  and  in  the  early  30s  was  living 
between  his  father's  home  and  Mount  Clem- 
ens. Later  he  kept  a  tavern  upon  the  Gra- 
tiot turnpike,  not  far  from  the  present  Half- 
way. He  was  the  father  of  Henry  O.  Con- 
ner, now  living  in  Mount  Clemens,  of  Alice, 
wife  of  Harry  Hall  of  Macomb  township, 
and  of  Mary  and  Josephine,  successive  wives 
of  John  Calvin  Weller.  Mrs.  Fiero  of  De- 
troit, Gramprier  of  Evanston,  Ind.,  and 
Mrs.  Chillis  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  are  also 
his  children.  Henry  Conner,  the  other  son 
of  John  Conner,  wras  married  to  Ann  Cran- 
age in  1848,  and,  with  his  wife,  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  American  Hotel,  and  the 
Sherman  House  of  Mount  Clemens  for  many 
years ;  further  mention  of  them  will  be  found 
in  the  later  history  of  Mount  Clemens.  The 
three  daughters  of  John  Conner  were  Nancy, 
wdio  married  William  Roy;  Alice,  wrho  mar- 
ried Wesley  Ilinman ;  and  Susanna,  who 
married  Horace  Cady,  more  of  whose  fami- 
lies wall  appear  later  on  in  this  work. 

Leaving  now  the  claims  lying  west  of  this, 
which  will  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  history  of  Mount  Clemens  and  Fred- 
erick, we  cross  the  river  to  claim  No.  172, 
which  includes  the  Irwin  farm  and  portion 
of  the  Fulton  and  other  farms  lying  north 
which  was  described  as  "being  part  and 
parcel  of  the  lands  commonly  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  McConse  Meadows." 
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This  was  claimed  by  John  Askin,  Jr.,  of  the 
town  of  Amherstburg,  Essex  county,  Cana- 
da, and  was  granted  to  him  upon  the  show- 
ing made  by  Henry  Tucker  and  Christian 
Clemens  that  the  place  had  been  improved 
and  cultivated  by  one  Descoteaux,  and  by 
Clemens  continuously.  Further  mention  of 
Askin  will  be  found  in  connection  with  the 
history  of  Frederick  and  the  Moravian  set- 
tlement. 

Just  below  the  Askin  claim  James  Conner, 
acting  for  his   brother,   "William   Conner   of 
the  Moravian   Conner  family,  built  a  small 
cabin,  a  couple  of  years  before  the  Ameri- 
cans took  possession,  and  later  a  brush  and 
pole  fence  was  built  along  the  river  and  a  small 
house  was  built  there  by  John  Conner,  who 
lived   directly   across   the   river,    acting   for 
the  claimant,  William  Conner,  before  1796; 
about  two  acres  of  land  were  cleared  around 
the  house  before  the  claimant  went  into  the 
Indian  country   as  was  his  habit,   probably 
on  fur  trading  expeditions.     One  Baptiste  Le- 
tourneau  squatted  on  the  premises,  and  was 
turned  off  by  the  Conners.    In  1801  claimant 
returned  from  the  Indian  country  and  built 
a  fence  in  front  of  the  tract  and  some  four 
or  five  rods  on  each  side,  and  also  cleared 
a  couple  of  acres  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
tract.     In  1808  this  house  and  part  of  the 
fence  were  still  standing,  and  the  possession 
of  Conner  having  been  maintained  through 
his   brother,   James   Conner,   the   claim  was 
confirmed  to  him  as  private  claim  No.  693. 
In   like   manner   claim   129,   which   includes 
the   Noeker,    Lafevre,    Touscany   and   Pring- 
nitz  farms,  was  confirmed  to  James  Conner 
as  private  claim  No.  129.     From  this  point 
east  to  private  claim  150,  the  Antoine  Pel- 
tier farm,  the  entire  tract  was  confirmed  to 
various  members  of  the  family  of  William 
Tucker  of  whom  more  extended  notice  will 
be  given  in  the  history  of  Harrison,  except 
private  claim  195  which  includes  the  Beau- 
fait  farm  and  a  large  part  of  the  Lafayette 
Tucker     farm,     and     their     lines     extended 
through  the  Stewart  lands  up  into  the  town- 
ship  of   Chesterfield.      This   claim    195    was 
confirmed  to  Michel  Tremble. 

From  the  Tucker  lands  to  the  Lake,  the 
land  had  been  occupied  for  a  great  many 
years,  but  the  testimony  fails  to  afford  any 
definite  description  of  the  extent  of  these 
improvements.  Claim  150  was  confirmed  to 
Francis  St,  Obin,  who,  with  his  father,  had 
possessed  the  same  for  many  years.  Tradi- 
tion has  it  that  Mr.  St.  Obin  at  the  earnest 


solicitation  of  Charles  Peltier,   then  of  De- 
troit, consented  to  trade  this  claim  150  for 
the  farm  (now  in  the  heart  of  Detroit  and 
worth   hundreds    of   thousands    of   dollars), 
usually  known  as  the  St.  Aubin  farm,  lying 
along  each  side  of  St,  Aubin  Avenue.      The 
fine   duck   shooting   in   the   marshes   on   the 
rear   of   150   was  the   strong   attraction   for 
Mr.  Peltier.     Certain  it  is  that  St.  Obin  and 
Peltier    exchanged   farms.      Claim    194   was 
confirmed  to  Michel  Tremble  as  assignee  of 
Nicholas    Chapaton;    242   to    Robert    Robert- 
jean;  140  to  Joseph  Robertjean;  374  to  the 
widow  and  heirs  of  Alexis  Peltier  and  373 
to  Ignace  Moras.     This  latter  claim  included 
the  lower  part  of  the  Cottrell  farm,  and  ex- 
tended  out    to    the    present    lighthouse    or 
clubhouse    at    the    mouth    of    the    river.      It 
was   originally  made   up   of  two   tracts,   one 
of    which    was    purchased    by    Moras    from 
Louis   Baudin,    and    the    other   from   Pierre 
Gouin.      The    first    one    of   these   tracts   was 
originally    occupied    by    Michael    Comparet, 
who  sold  to  Jean  Baptiste  Baudin.    The  oth- 
er tract  was  originally  occupied  by  Seraphin 
Loson,  who  sold  to  Baudin,  and  he  in  turn 
to    Gouin.     The    French    deed    from    Goiiin 
bearing  date  September  12,   1808,  conveying 
this   tract  to   Moras   for   145   pounds,    New 
York  currency,  was  put  in  evidence. 

Mr.    Moras   was    a    fine    representative    of 
the  better  class  of  the  French  pioneers — a 
native  of  Wayne  County  —strong,  active,  en- 
ergetic,  of  large  frame   and  stature— genial, 
and  possessed  of  the  genuine  French  hospi- 
tality that  made  his  home  a  stopping  place 
for  every  wayfarer   on  lake   or  river.     He 
came  to  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  in  1807 
and    built    a    large    two-story    frame    house 
that  constituted  later  the  main  part  of  the 
Conger    Hotel    when    Belvidere    flourished, 
and  built  it  so  well  that  the  frame  stood  true 
and  solid  still  when  the  building  was  torn 
down  within  the  past  decade.    He  was  made 
a  prisoner  by  the  British  in  1812  and  taken 
to  Detroit,  and  there  compelled  to  furnish 
reluctant  aid  to  the  English  forces  in  select- 
ing and  preparing  timber  for  their  vessels  and 
fortifications.  He  became  later  the  owner  of 
two  sawmills  on  Mill  Creek  in  St.  Clair  County 
and  was  engaged  in  rafting  the  lumber  in  cribs 
down  the  St.  Clair  River  and  Lake  to  Detroit. 
He  had  six  hundred  acres  of  tillage  land  at 
Belvidere  at  one  time.     He  remained  there 
until  the  middle  of  the  fourth  decade  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  when  he  sold  out  to  Con- 
ger of  Belvidere  fame,  and  returned  to  Wayne 
County. 
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Gen.  Friend  Palmer  of  Detroit  recalled  with 
evident  enjoyment  the  welcome  and  entertain- 
ment received  at  Mr.  Moras'  in  the  winter  of 
18  30-3 1,  when  he  and  his  uncle  on  their  way 
home  over  the  ice  from  St.  Clair,  stopped  at 
the  large,  yellow,  white-trimmed  house  that 
loomed  up  across  the  ice  and  marsh. 

Mr.  Moras  was  the  father  of  Antoine  Moross 
(father  of  Victor  Moross  and  Mrs.  Mary 
[Francis]  Provost  of  Mount  Clemens  and  Ig- 
nace  Moross  of  New  Baltimore),  of  Mrs.  Fan- 
nie (Joseph)  Robert  jean,  who  for  years  lived 
on  the  Beaufait  farm;  of  Mrs.  Leonore 
(Charles)  Furton,  for  years  owner  of  the 
Noeker  farm;  of  Mrs.  Berner  of  Swan  Creek, 
Mrs.  Mary.  Ann  (Robert)  Meldrum  and  Mrs. 
Theodore  (Joseph)  Frazard  of  L'Anse  Creuse. 

Above  the  river  on  the  lake  shore  were  four 
claims  allowed,  two  large  ones,  192  and  193, 
to  Meldrum  and  Park,  running  from  Salt 
River  southerly  along  the  shore  for  a  mile  and 
a  half  to  River  Aux  Vase ;  one,  342,  next  above 
Salt  River,  to  Francois  Dupre;  and  one,  343, 
at  Crap  aux  Creek  just  south  of  New  Balti- 
more, to  Pierre  Yax.  Meldrum  and  Park  were 
the  firm  of  merchants  referred  to  by  Commis- 
sioner Jouett  when  speaking  of  the  salt 
springs,  and  who  also  had  large  holdings  up 
on  River  St.  Clair.  George  Meldrum,  the 
ancestor  of  the  numerous  Meldrum  families 
of  the  lake  shore  district,  was  a  Scotchman, 
but  he  and  his  descendants  have  intermarried, 
like  the  Thomas  family,  with  the  French  de- 
scendants, until  the  idea  that  the  Meldrums 
are  not  purely  of  French  descent  is  a  novel 
one,  perhaps,  even  to  members  of  that  family. 
Through  their  tenants  Meldrum  and  Park  had 
extensively  improved  these  tracts  and  even 
as  early  as  1804  had  upwards  of  one  hundred 
acres  enclosed  and  cultivated.  Among  those 
living  on  these  tracts  as  tenants  of  Meldrum 
and  Park  were  Antoine  N.  Petit ;  Antoine  Pro- 
vost ;  Francois  Dupre ;  Louis,  Gabriel  and  Ig- 
nace  Thibault  and  Baptiste  Letourneau. 

Salt  River  district  was  evidently  early  oc- 
cupied, since  it  appears  that  Dupre  as  early 
as  1795  had  built  a  house  and  also  a  work- 
shop and  had  a  garden  enclosed  and  seeded, 
and  also  some  six  acres  cleared  and  fenced; 
that  these  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire 
about  1800,  at  which  time  Joseph  Robertjean 
went  and  saved  the  hides  that  were  in  vats  at 
the  tannery  there.  In  the  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt to  prove  the  claim  of  Israel  Ruland 
to  a  tract  on  Salt  River  it  appears  that  when 
Jean  B.  Nantay  went  onto  the  claim  as  em- 
ployee of  Ruland  in  1797,  he  found  old  houses 


that  had  been  abandoned,  and  then  built  new 
ones  and  cleared  four  acres. 

This  somewhat  lengthy  and  perhaps  tire- 
some account  of  the  settlement  of  the  lake 
and  river  shores  will  serve  at  least  to  make 
one  realize  the  primitiveness  of  the  life  and 
the  hardships  and  poverty  endured  by  the  first 
comers,  and  furnish  the  names  of  many  but 
not  all  of  those  pioneers.  It  must  be  taken  as  an 
inadequate  tribute  to  the  sturdiness,  honesty, 
energy  and  geniality  of  the  old  French  pio- 
neer to  whose  efforts  are  due  the  settlement 
and  early  progress  of  our  country.  Many 
are  the  traditions  and  stories  of  adventure 
that  the  older  inhabitants  have  told  and  retold 
that  illustrate  the  hardships  of  the  early  day 
and  the  strength  and  vigor  born  of  those  hard- 
ships; of  the  lack  of  resources  and  of  the  in- 
genuity called  forth  thereby;  of  the  skill  and 
bravery  displayed  in  hunting  and  fishing  and 
of  the  plenteous  rewards  they  brought.  It  is 
the  testimony  of  the  older  storekeepers  of 
Mount  Clemens  that  more  liberal  buyers  or 
better  customers  could  not  be  found  than  the 
average  farmer  along  the  lake  shore,  whose 
proudest  boast  was  of  his  French  descent.  The 
early  wayfarer  among  these  people,  be  he 
either  friend  or  stranger,  found  the  latch- 
string  ever  out,  and  awaiting  him  within  a 
hearty  and  genuine  welcome  to  the  best  en- 
tertainment the  house  and  table  afforded.  So 
universally  true  was  this  that  "French  hos- 
pitality"  has  come  to  be  proverbial  as  mean- 
ing that  which  makes  even  the  plainest  fare 
seem  most  savory  and  enjoyable,  and  without 
which  the  most  delicate  and  richest  banquet 
is  mere  meaningless  formality. 

If  our  typical  lake-shore  resident  viewed  in 
the  light  of  our  present  strenuous  life  by  the 
aggressive,  grasping  American  eye  seems 
sometimes  lacking  in  progressiveness,  let  it  be 
recalled  also  that  he  has  ever  lacked  avarice ; 
if  he  has  not  as  a  rule  accumulated  wealth 
he  has  found  the  more  frequently  the  things 
of  life  that  are  better  than  wealth — content 
and  good  fellowship  with  his  neighbors. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

MORAVIAN  VILLAGE.       CONNER   FAMILY. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  pathetic 
incidents  connected  with  the  history  of  our 
county  was  the  settlement  of  the  Moravians  on 
the  spot  where  afterward  Frederick  was  locat- 
ed, and  the  struggles  of  the  pious  and  zealous 
Indian  missionaries  in  their  efforts  to  gain 
a  permanent  foothold  among  the  Chippewas, 
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who  then  possessed  that  country.     Although 
aside  from  the  fact  that  it  resulted  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Couriers,  who  played  so  prom- 
inent a  part  in  the  history  of  our  county,  the 
Moravian     settlement     left     few     permanent 
traces,  yet  more  than  a  passing  notice  should 
be  given  to  the  efforts  of  this  noble  band,  than 
whom    no    more    Christian,  law-abiding  and 
thrifty  community  ever  existed.     The  Mora- 
vians or  United  Brethren  had  their  origin  in 
Moravia,  and  were  an  offshoot  of  the  Greek 
church,  tracing  their  origin  back  of  the  re- 
formation to  the  time  of  John  lliiss.     Early 
in  the  eighteenth  century  they  were  expelled 
from  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  and  permitted  to 
locate  upon  one  of  the  estates  of  one  of  the 
Saxon   nobility,    Count  von  Zinzendorf.      He 
devoted  his  entire  property  and  energies  to 
the  spread  of  his  faith,  with  the  result  that 
he  himself  was  banished  from  Saxony,  and  in 
1741  came  to  America  and  established  the  Mo- 
ravian church  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  which  has 
ever  since  been  the  chief  seat  of  the  church. 
No   Christian    church,    not   even    the    Roman 
Catholic,  has  been  more  distinguished  for  zeal- 
ous missionary  spirit  than  has  the  Moravian, 
and    many     were    the     missions     established 
through  the  wilderness  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  eighteenth  century.    Among  these  were 
missions  on  the  Muskingum  in  Ohio,  at  whose 
head  was  the  Rev.  David  Zeisberger,  who  be- 
came the  founder  of  our  settlement.     He  is 
described  as  a  man  of  small  figure,  but  well 
proportioned,  with  a  pleasing,  cheerful  face, 
which  had  been  seamed  by  endless  care  and 
the  exposures  of  his  long  life  among  the  sav- 
ages.    His  constant  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dians had  given  him   great  influence   among 
them,  and  his  caution  and  taciturnity  and  de- 
votion  to   the   Indian   cause   enabled   him   at 
one  time  to  prevent  the  alliance  of  the  Dela- 
ware Indians  with  the  British  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  an  alliance  which  if  carried 
out  would  have  been  serious  if  not  fatal  to  the 
American  cause.     The  Moravians  were  by  the 
British  constantly  suspected  of  being  Ameri- 
can sympathizers,  and  as  a  result  the  British 
and  their  Indian  allies  constantly  persecuted 
the  peace-loving  communities.    Misled  by  un- 
truthful reports,  the  British  commandant  at 
Detroit  issued  an  order  to  break  up  the  Mo- 
ravian towns  in  Ohio,  and  to  scatter  the  Chris- 
tian Indians,  and  bring  their  chiefs  or  their 
scalps  to  Detroit.     Prominent  in  carrying  out 
this  order  was  Simon  Girty,  who  has  been  pro- 
nounced as  pre-eminent  among  "all  the  vile, 
coarse,  inhuman  monsters  developed  in  border 
warfare."     In  September,  1781,  the  mission- 


aries,  with  their  families  and  Christian  In- 
dians,  were   compelled  to   leave  their  homes 
of  happiness  and  peace  and,   escorted  by  a 
guard  of  Delaware  and  Wyandotte  Indians, 
were  brought  to  the  Sandusky  River,  where 
they  were  deserted  in  the  midst  of  a  wilderness 
without  provisions,  and  scantily  clothed.    The 
following  month  these  teachers  were  sent  for 
by  the  Detroit  commandant,   and  were  kept 
in   Detroit  for  some  time.     Here   they  were 
kindly  treated,  and  but  for  the  thoughts  of 
the  unhappy  condition  of  their  families  and 
converts  left  behind  on  the  Sandusky,  might 
have  rejoiced  in  their  new  situation.  Being  ex- 
amined by  the  commandant,  Major  DePeyster, 
and    the    charges    against    them    being   with- 
drawn, they  were  acquitted.     From  this  time 
one  no  stronger  or  more  efficient  friend  of  the 
Moravians  could  be  found  than  Major  DePeys- 
ter.   He  declared  that  he  would  feel  great  sat- 
isfaction and  pleasure  in  aiding  their  endeav- 
ors to  civilize  and  Christianize  the  Indians; 
promised  them  clothing  and  other  necessary 
articles,    and    granted   them    free    permission 
to  return  to  their  congregations.     They  were 
made  the  recipients  of  many  kindnesses  from 
the  inhaibtants  of  Detroit  and  considerable  of 
their  property,   which  had  been  taken  from 
them,  was  restored.     They  reached  their  fam- 
ilies  and   converts   November   22,    1781,    and 
temporary   quarters,    which    afforded    insuffi- 
cient  protection   from    the   weather,    enabled 
them  to  pass  the  winter  at  Sandusky,  although 
much    suffering   and    sickness    occurred.      In 
March,  1782,  .Major  DePeyster  ordered  them 
to   return  to   Detroit  in   order  to   save  their 
lives,  the  Indians,  instigated  by  Girty,  having 
again    commenced    a    systematic   persecution. 
At  Detroit  they  were  offered  an  opportunity 
either  to  remain  in  Detroit  or  to  be  returned 
to  Bethlehem.    It  was  also  suggested  to  them 
to  establish  a  mission  on  the  Huron  (Clinton) 
River,  and  Major  DePeyster  secured  permis- 
sion from  the  Chippewas  for  them  to  settle 
there. 

As  a  result  we  find  that  on  July  20,  1782, 
four  of  the  Moravian  Brethren  and  nineteen 
of  the  Indian  converts  started  for  the  new 
home  in  a  sail  boat,  and  on  the  evening 
of  the  next  day  located  on  the  low  bluff 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Clinton  River, 
almost  exactly  where  the  present  home  of 
Isaac  Williams  on  section  15,  P.  C.  137, 
of  Clinton,  now  stands.  No  doubt  one  of 
the  things  which  caused  this  particular 
spot  to  be  selected  was  the  bountiful  supply  of 
spring  water  found  in  this  bluff,  springs  which 
to  this   day  afford  refreshment  to  man  and 
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beast.     This  party  was  made  up  of  Zeisberger 
and  John  G.  Jungman,  with  their  wives ;  Will- 
iam Edwards  and  Michael  Young,  and  four 
Indian  families.     The  spot  selected  was  evi- 
dently the  site  of  an  old  Indian  town,  since 
many  "corn  holes"  and  other  indications  were 
found.      Tents    were    pitched    and    religious 
services  held  the  same  evening.    In  a  few  days 
huts  were  erected,  which  in  a  short  time  be- 
came substantial  cabins.    Two  rows  were  built, 
one  on  each  side  of  a  street  four  rods  wide; 
each  lot  having  a  front  of  about  fifty  feet.    A 
rude  chapel  was  built  and  first  occupied  on 
November  5th  of  that  year.     Later  additional 
brethren  from  Detroit  and  the  Ohio  district, 
and  many  of  their  former  Indian   converts, 
gathered  at  this  place,  which  was  given  the 
name  of  Ganadenhutten    (tents  of  grace),  a 
favorite  name  of  the  Moravians.    In  Moravian 
history  the  place  is  usually  referred  to  as  New 
Ganadenhutten,  to  distinguish  it  from  other 
places  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  which  had 
been  given  this  name.     The  increase  by  the 
emigration  of  the  Christian  Delawares  and  by 
birth   and   a  few   converts   made   among  the 
Michigan  Indians  was  such  that  toward  the 
close  of  1785  there  were  probably  something 
like  135  or  140  members  of  the  colony.     De- 
Peyster  had  supplied  them  with  unusual  liber- 
ality until  they  themselves  had  been  able  to 
harvest  sufficient  to  provide  themselves  with 
all  necessary  provisions.    Hunting  and  fishing 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  village  were  excellent 
and  the  second  summer  enabled  them  to  raise 
quite  substantial  harvests.    Sugar  making  was 
undertaken  in  its  season  and  the  Indians  made 
canoes,    baskets,    brooms,    bowls,    ladles    and 
other  similar  articles,  for  which  a  ready  mar- 
ket was  found  in  Detroit,  the  merchants  of 
Detroit  being  very  liberal  and  ready  to  deal 
upon  favorable  terms.  The  Indians  also  boiled 
out  some  excellent  salt  from  salt  licks  in  the 
neighborhood.     The  winter  of  1783-4  was  ter- 
ribly severe,  the  old  settlers  in  Detroit  telling 
the  Moravians  that  they  had  never  seen  the 
snow  so  deep,  being  five  feet  on  the  level.  This, 
together  with  a  partial   failure   of  the   corn 
crop  the  preceding  year,  caused  great  suffer- 
ing among  the  Moravians,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  work  of  the  Indians,  who  killed  many 
deer,   starvation  would  have  stared  them  in 
the  face. 

The  colony  received  the  encouragement  and 
assistance  of  the  successive  commandants  at 
Detroit — Major  DePeyster,  John  Hay  and 
Major  Ancrum.  They,  however,  succeeded  in 
making  very  little  impression  upon  the 
surrounding     Chippewa     Indians,     although 


friendly  relations  were  maintained — a  remark- 
able thing  for  a  pioneer  town.  When  the 
Chippewas  learned  the  war  had  ended  they 
immedately  began  claiming  that  the  .Moravians 
were  to  remain  there  only  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  to  suggest  the  removal  of  the 
mission.  The  Moravians,  however,  were  able 
to  obtain  an  extension  of  their  stay  for  an- 
other year,  and  in  the  meantime  began  to  con- 
sider what  point  they  should  emigrate  to. 
Hesitating  about  putting  in  any  large  amount 
of  crops  in  the  summer  of  1785,  for  fear  that 
they  would  not  receive  the  benefit  of  them 
upon  their  removal,  they  were  assured  by 
Major  Ancrum  and  John  Askin  that  a  sale 
would  be  found  for  any  products  that  they 
desired  to  sell  in  the  spring.  They  put  in 
their  crops,  and  continued  their  work  to  the 
last,  and  after  living  in  abundance  during  the 
winter  of  1785-6,  they  found  themselves  with 
sufficient  wares  and  crops  on  hand,  which, 
when  purchased  by  Ancrum  and  Askin,  as 
they  had  promised,  left  the  .Moravians  not 
only  with  enough  to  pay  their  debts,  but  with 
a  comfortable  balance  for  future  use.  On 
Thursday,  April  20,  1786,  final  religious  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  chapel ;  and,  loading  the 
canoes,  they  sorrowfully  paddled  down  the 
river  and  lake  to  Detroit,  where  two  sailing 
vessels  were  furnished  them  by  Askin,  in 
which  they  proceeded  to  Cuyahoga  River,  on 
whose  banks  they  remained  for  a  short  time 
and  afterwards  proceeded  to  Chatham,  Can. 

Their  improvements  on  the  Clinton  River 
were  purchased  by  Major  Ancrum  and  John 
Askin  for  the  sum  of  $450,  and  by  Askin 's 
influence  they  also  obtained  sales  at  good 
prices  for  their  canoes  and  other  wares.  These 
improvements  consisted  of  more  than  twenty 
houses,  with  many  outbuildings,  together  with 
the  cultivated  land,  which  was  estimated  as 
forty  acres,  and  also  it  is  presumed  the  inter- 
est that  the  Moravians  had  in  the  road  which 
in  1785  was  laid  out  between  the  settlement 
and  Detroit.  This  was  a  straight  road  from 
New  Ganadenhutten  to  Tremble's  mill  on  Con- 
ner's Creek  (then  Tremble's  Creek),  and  was 
the  first  wagon  road  made  in  the  interior  of 
Michigan,  and  described  in  the  Moravian  jour- 
nal as  ''twenty-three  miles  and  a  half  from 
our  town  to  Detroit,  straight  through  the 
bush."  These  purchases  by  Askin  and  An- 
crum led  later  to  a  controversy  between  their 
grantees  and  the  Conner  family  for  the  title 
of  the  land  on  which  the  Moravian  settlement 
had  been  located,  the  details  of  which  will  be 
touched  upon  later. 

The  only  family  of  the  Moravian  settlement 
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who  did  not  leave  in  the  spring  of  1786  was 
the  Richard  Conner  family,  who  either  be- 
cause of  his  increasing'  age  or  because,  as  has 
been  sometimes  reported,  some  of  his  children 
were  still  Indian  captives,  or  possibly  from 
mere  affection  for  the  home  he  had  started 
in  the  wilderness,  declined  to  accompany  his 
white  brethren,  and  remained  among'  the  In- 
dians, who  afterwards  proved  such  friends  of 
his  family.  Richard  Conner  was  one  of  two 
brothers  who  escaped  from  Ireland  about 
17-14,  when  little  more  than  a  mere  boy.  By 
his  energy,  industry  and  perseverance,  he  had 
acquired  at  Painsville,  Ohio,  what  in  those 
days  was  considered  quite  a  property.  In  his 
business,  trading  with  the  Indians,  he  had 
learned  that  a  white  girl  was  a  prisoner  among 
their  tribe,  the  Shawnees,  and  after  negotia- 
tions, secured  the  jnirehase  of  her  from  the 
Indians  for  $200.  This  girl,  Miss  Myers,  had 
been  captured  when  about  four  years  old  on 
the  Monoiigahela  River  in  Maryland,  and 
brought  up  among  the  Indians  as  their  slave. 
Tradition  has  it  that  a  part  of  the  agreement 
for  her  sale  was  that  their  oldest  child  should 
be  allowed  to  become  a  member  of  the  Indian 
tribe,  and  that  as  a  consequence  James  Con- 
ner, when  a  year  old,  was  adopted  by  the  In- 
dian chief  and  brought  up  among  the  tribe, 
whose  life  he  learned  to  love,  and  whose  habits 
be  largely  adopted.  It  was  with  difficulty  that 
the  parents  afterward  succeeded  in  persuad- 
ing the  chief  to  give  up  the  child  and  with 
equal  difficulty  that  they  reconciled  the  child 
to  the  white  man's  life.  Indeed  during  all  of 
his  life  James  Conner  seems  to  have  found 
Indian  ways  quite  if  not  more  congenial  than 
were  those  of  his  more  civilized  brothers.  It 
was  while  seeking  this  son  among  the  Indians 
that  Richard  Conner  and  his  wife  became  in- 
terested in  the  Moravian  mission  at  Schon- 
brun,  and,  being  attracted  by  their  simple  life 
and  the  religious  atmosphere  about  the  mis- 
sion, they  cast  their  fortunes  with  them  in 
about  1775,  or,  as  some  give  it,  1778.  They 
were  with  them  at  the  time  when  in  1781  they 
were  subjected  to  the  forced  march  to  San- 
dusky River  under  the  direction  of  Girty,  and 
suffered  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  Mora- 
vians the  hardships  and  outrages  of  that  dis- 
graceful chapter  of  our  history.  It  is  prob- 
able, then,  that  their  children  were  scattered 
among  the  Indians,  for  it  is  certain  that  for  a 
long  time,  even  after  they  came  to  New  Gan- 
adenhutten,  they  were  engaged  in  efforts  to  re- 
cover their  children  and  finally  succeeded  in 
one  by  one  procuring  their  ransom  from  the 
Indians  through  the  efforts  of  the  Moravian 


converts.  It  is  rather  difficult  to  determine  the 
exact  day  when  the  Conners  reached  the  Clin- 
ton River,  but  it  is  probable  that  they  came 
in  1783,  as  about  that  time  some  of  the  young 
men  from  the  Ohio  mission  visited  the  mission 
here  and,  reporting  their  comfortable  circum- 
stances, some  forty-three  of  the  additional 
members  came  on.  On  December  16th  of  1783 
there  was  born  to  Mr.  Conner  and  his  wife 
their  youngest  child  and  only  daughter,  Sus- 
anna, afterwards  the  wife  of  Elisha  Harring- 
ton, who  five  days  later  was  baptized  at  the 
Moravian  mission.  She  was  probably  the  first 
child  born  in  this  country,  both  of  whose  par- 
ents spoke  the  English  language.  Among  the 
Moravian  records  it  appears  that  in  the  spring 
of  1783  "some  Indian  brethren  went  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  to  help  block  out  his  house 
for  a  white  man,  who  wishes  to  settle  there, 
and  invited  them."  This  was  undoubtedly 
William  Tucker  in  Harrison.  Richard  Con- 
ner's home  in  the  Moravian  settlement  was 
not  included  in  the  purchase  from  the  Mora- 
vians to  Askin  and  Ancrum,  and  he  continued 
to  live  there  until  his  death,  April  17,  1808. 
His  four  sons,  James,  John,  William  and 
Henry,  were  each  awarded  private  claims,  on 
the  strength  of  their  father's  possession. 
Claim  No.  138,  which  included  portions  of 
the  Butler,  Trufant  and  Nunneley  farms,  was 
awarded  to  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Richard 
Conner,  and  the  claim  lying  next  west  thereof, 
628,  was  awarded  to  Margaret  Conner,  the 
widow  of  Richard  Conner.  This  claim  is  de- 
scribed as  bounded  in  front  by  a  small  creek 
commonly  known  as  "Big  Rim."  This  must 
have  been  what  was  afterwards  known  as  Har- 
rington 's  Creek.  Claim  546,  lying  north  of  the 
main  river  and  west  of  the  north  branch,  w7as 
awarded  to  Henry  Conner.  This  included  the 
Duckwitz,  Schultz,  Wolf  and  Devantier  farms 
and  ran  along  the  south  branch  around  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Diener.     In   December, 

1808,  seven  or  eight  acres  were  cultivated  and 
a  dwelling  and  stillhouse  were  erected  on  the 
premises.  North  of  this  claim  and  west  of  the 
north  branch,  and  including  the  Little,  Cou- 
lon,  C.  Dittrick  and  Dunham  farms,  claim  610 
was  awarded  to  John  Conner.     In  January, 

1809,  about  four  acres  had  been  cultivated, 
inclosed  and  a  grist  mill  erected  on  this  place. 
Across  the  river  and  including  the  Hacker, 
Rowley  and  Little  farms,  claim  numbered  136 
was  awarded  to  James  Conner,  the  oldest  son 
of  Richard  Conner.  This  was  the  claim  to 
which,  after  the  war  of  1812,  James  returned. 
He  held  this  farm  until  about  1835,  when  he 
sold  it  to  Little  in  part  and  in  part  to  Welts. 
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Henry  Conner,  the  youngest  son  of  Richard 
Conner,  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  influ- 
ential men  among  the  Indians  in  this  section 
and  was  for  years  Indian  paymaster.  He  has 
been  described  as  a  man  of  great  strength,  be- 
ing six  feet  four  inches  tall,  a  large  frame  and 
straight,  athletic  figure.  It  was  after  him  that 
the  creek  now  known  as  Conner's  Creek  is 
now  named,  and  on  its  bank  he  built  a  large 
home,  then  recognized  as  the  largest  house  out- 
side of  Detroit.  He  married  Therese,  the  sis- 
ter of  Gazet  Tremble,  of  Milk  River  Point.  He 
was  a  personal  friend  and  confidential  adviser 
of  General  Cass.  His  oldest  son  was  John  II. 
Conner,  for  many  years  a  prominent  merchant 
in  Mount  Clemens,  familiarly  spoken  of  as 
Jack  Conner.  Of  him  and  his  wife,  Josephine, 
there  are  several  descendants  still  living  in 
this  locality.  Two  other  sons  of  Henry  Con- 
ner, William  and  Andrew  Conner,  were  em- 
ployees of  the  American  Fur  Company,  and 
died  in  the  AVest.  Another  son, Benjamin,  died 
within  the  past  few  years  in  Lake  Superior 
country.  Mrs.  Margaret  Thelen,  Mrs.  Ther- 
esa Handley,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  (William) 
Chapaton  of  Detroit  were  daughters.  Susanna, 
the  daughter  of  Richard  Conner,  whose  birth 
is  mentioned  above,  lived  most  of  her  life  at 
or  near  Frederick,  and  died  there  in  1848. 
Her  husband,  Elisha  Harrington,  was  ap- 
pointed justice  of  the  peace  upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county,  January  20,  1818,  and  a 
few  months  later  appointed  one  of  the  associ- 
ate judges  of  the  county  court.  They  were 
the  parents  of  Henry  Harrington  (born  1809 
and  died  at  the  Clinton  homestead  in  1874), 
for  a  great  many  years  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  of  the  locality.  Mrs.  William  S.  Don- 
aldson of  Mount  Clemens  is  a  grandchild. 
Henry  Harrington,  Jr.,  who  until  within  a 
few  years  was  a  resident  of  Clinton,  and 
John  Harrington,  who  died  at  Mount  Clemens 
about  1877,  were  also  grandchildren. 

The  territory  occupied  by  the  Moravian  set- 
tlement was  included  in  private  claim  No.  137, 
claim  for  which  was  filed  on  behalf  of  the 
widow  and  heirs  of  Richard  Conner  by  James 
Conner,  administrator.  Only  formal  proofs 
of  possession  and  improvement  were  put  in 
by  the  testimony  of  Batiste  Comparet,  Jr.,  and 
Augustin  Langdon.  This  claim  was  bounded 
on  one  side  by  "Old  Meridian  Road,"  re- 
ferring undoubtedly  to  the  Moravian  Road. 
Major  Ancrum  also  put  in  a  claim  to  the  same 
territory  under  his  purchase  from  the  Mora- 
vians. The  interest  of  John  Askin  had  been 
sold  to  Isaac  Todd  and  James  McGill,  and 
considerable  testimony  was  taken  in  connec- 


tion with  their  claims.  William  Dowler  swore 
that  in  1786  he  rented  part  of  this  tract  from 
Mr.  Askin  and  for  two  years  cultivated  about 
sixteen  acres.  That  he  left  it  in  possession  of 
John  Cornwall,  Askin 's  agent;  that  more  than 
forty  acres  were  under  cultivation  by  differ- 
ent tenants  of  Askin.  Christian  Clemens 
swrore  that  Wittaness,  the  Indian  chief,  and 
his  band  were  living  in  the  houses  of  the  Mo- 
ravian town  in  1799  and  continued  to  for  five 
or  six  years;  that  at  the  same  time  Richard 
Conner  was  living  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
town,  having  a  dwelling  house,  a  barn  and 
some  ten  or  twelve  acres  under  cultivation; 
that  he  continued  to  live  there  until  his  death, 
since  which  time  his  widow  and  heirs  have  oc- 
cupied the  same.  Jacques  Lozon,  whose  name 
we  have  already  seen  in  connection  with  claim 
604,  swore  that  he  recalled  the  time  when  the 
Moravians  with  their  Delaware  Indians  were 
living  on  the  premises;  that  Wittaness  had 
lived  in  the  village  and  cultivated  the  land  in 
and  near  the  same  for  many  years  prior  to 
and  several  years  after  July,  1796.  That 
Wittaness  informed  witness  of  Mr.  Askin 's 
ownership  of  the  land;  that  in  about  1795 
one  McNiff,  a  surveyor,  came  up  the  river  with 
his  interpreter,  Sanascrainte,  and  told  the  wit- 
ness that  they  were  going  to  survey  the  land, 
by  Mr.  Askin 's  order,  which  they  did,  being 
helped  by  the  Indians;  that  some  twenty  or 
thirty  acres  were  under  cultivation  and  inclos- 
ed in  several  spots,  and  that  some  twenty  or 
twenty-five  cabins  and  houses  were  built  there- 
on. The  affidavit  of  John  Askin,  Sr.,  was  of- 
fered in  evidence,  relating  that  at  the  time 
of  the  removal  of  the  Moravian  ministers, 
he  purchased  for  himself  and  Ancrum,  their 
improvements,  paying  the  Moravian  minis- 
ters and  the  Moravian  Indians  each  $200.00 
and  one  John  Bull  $50.00  and  that  at  the 
time  the  improvements  consisted  of  more  than 
twenty  houses  and  many  outbuildings ;  that 
for  himself  and  Ancrum  he  afterwards  pur- 
chased of  the  Chippewa  Indians,  eleven  of 
their  principal  chiefs  signing  the  convey- 
ance, the  soil  on  which  the  improvements 
were  made,  paying  the  Indians  a  valuable 
consideration.  He  also  claimed  to  have 
borne  the  expense  of  laying  out  the  road 
to  the  Detroit  settlement  through  the  woods, 
being  assisted  somewhat  by  the  Moravian  In- 
dians; that  after  the  Moravians  left,  he  and 
Ancrum  employed  Cornwall  to  go  and  take 
charge  of  the  purchase  and  that  Dolar,  Ames, 
Weston  and  others  were  there  as  their 
tenants;  upon  their  leaving  he  obtained 
Wittaness,     a    Chippewa     chief,    to    act     as 
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caretaker,  who  promised  to  hold  and 
cultivate  the  property,  and  to  prevent 
the  encroachments  thereon  by  others,  and 
particularly  by  Richard  Conner  of  whom  Wit- 
taness  frequently  complained.  That  Witta- 
ness  remained  in  possession  until  his  death 
about  1804;  that  ten  pounds  per  annum  wrere 
paid  to  the  Indians  for  their  care  of  the  prop- 
erty ;  that  they  had  caused  the  lands  to  be  sur- 
veyed at  the  expense  of  twenty-four  pounds 
besides  furnishing'  men  and  provisions;  that 
he,  Askin  had  sold  his  half  of  the  land  and  im- 
provements to  Todd  and  McGill,  then  mer- 
chants residing  in  Montreal  for  the  sum  of  six- 
teen hundred  pounds,  New  York  currency.  It 
appears  that  Askin  and  his  son  with  John 
Cornwall  had  also  obtained  a  grant  from  the 
Chippewas  of  a  strip  twenty-four  miles  long* 
by  two  leagues  wide,  one  league  on  each  side 
of  the  Moravian  Road. 

Judged  at  this  distance  and  from  the  mea- 
ger resume  of  the  testimony  it  would  seem  that 
the  Askin-Ancrum  claim  was  far  better  sus- 
tained than  that  of  the  Richard  Conner  heirs, 
but  the  Indian  deeds  produced  by  Askin  were 
probably  a  detriment  rather  than  an  assistance 
to  him.    It  is  likely,  however,  that  the  disfavor 
with  which  Askin  was  regarded  by  the  Amer- 
icans at  that  time  had  something  to  do  with 
the  rejection  of  these  claims  of  his  grantees. 
A  conspiracy  affecting  Michigan  was  formed 
by  Askin  with  his  son,  Richard  Patterson,  the 
Robertsons,  McNiff ,  Ruland  and  several  others 
who  had  been  prominent  in  Detroit  under  the 
British  regime,  and  who  remaining  faithful  to 
the  English  had  retired  across  the  river,  tak- 
ing up  their  residence  chiefly  at  Maiden,  now 
Amherstburg.     They  planned  to  secure  con- 
trol of  the  territory  by  obtaining  the  purchase 
of  all  the  land,  and  desired  to  impress  upon  the 
minds  of  Congressmen  that  no  reliance  could 
be   placed   upon    peaceful   disposition   of  the 
Indians,  and  that  these  former  Detroit  mer- 
chants were  the  only  persons  who  could  con- 
trol them.    Just  how  far  the  above  named  par- 
ties were  involved  in  the  plan,  it  is  of  course 
impossible   to   determine,   but   a   company  of 
which  the  two  Askins,  William  and  David 
Robertson     were     members,     was     organized 
with  proposed  stock  of  forty-one  shares.     A 
large  number  of  these  shares  were  turned  over 
to  one  Allen  of  Vermont  and  one  Randall  of 
Philadelphia  to  be  used  with  the  members  of 
Congress  really  as  bribes.    Several  of  the  Con- 
gressmen were  applied  to,  and  finally  exposed 
the  conspiracy  on  the  floor  of  the  house.    The 
belief  that  would  naturally  arise  that  probably 
the  attempted  purchase  of  the  Moravian  tract, 


together   with   the    efforts   to    obtain    Indian 
deeds  for  so  much  of  the  surrounding  country, 
were  probably  a  part  of  the  working  out  of 
this  conspiracy,  may  possibly  have  prejudiced 
the  commissioners  in  considering  these  claims. 
Probably  connected  at  least  tentatively  with 
this  scheme  was  another  purchase  from  the 
Indians  which  if  it  had  been  recognized,  would 
have  affected  a  large  portion  of  this  county. 
In  February,  1797,  an  agreement  was  signed 
by  six  of  the  ChippewTa  chiefs  by  their  totems 
and  by  James  May,  Patrick  McNiff  and  Jacob 
Harson.     By  this,  the  Indians  gave  to  May 
and  his  associates,  land  lying  on  the  northwest 
side  of  Lake  St.  Clair,  commencing  at  a  stake 
and  stones  at  the  Bank  of  the  lake  seventy 
chains  east  of  the  mouth  of  Swan  Creek;  run- 
ning thence  northwesterly  by  a  line  of  marked 
trees  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles;  thence 
west  by  a  line  of  marked  trees  until  six  miles 
west  of  all  the  forks  of  the  North  Branch  of 
the  River  Huron;  thence  southwesterly  by  a 
line  of  marked  trees  keeping  six  miles  from 
said  north  branch  until  it  intersects  the  line 
run  due  west  from  said  North  Branch,  which 
line  is  the  northerly  boundary  of  a  tract  of 
land  granted  to  John  Askin  and  others ;  thence 
east  on  said  line  to  the  North  Branch;  thence 
easterly  on  the  line  of  marked  trees  to  the 
southwest     corner    of     Benack    tract;  thence 
northeasterly  on  the  line  of  marked  trees  on 
said  Benack  tract,  to  the  rear  of  a  small  tract 
granted- to  Henry  Tucker;  thence  east  to  Lake 
St.  Clair ;  thence  north  and  easterly  along  the 
Lake  to  the  place  of  beginning.    It  is  of  course 
now  impossible  to  determine  exactly  what  por- 
tion of  the  county  would  be  covered  by  this, 
but  it  is  evident  that  a  large  part  of  the  north 
part  of  the  county  would  have  been  claimed. 
At  the  same  time  May  and  his  associates  gave 
back  to  the  Indians    an  agreement  to  pay  to 
the  chiefs  or  any  three  of  them    the  sum  of 
One    Hundred    Dollars   or   its    equivalent    in 
clothing  or  other  necessaries  yearly  for  a  pe- 
riod of  ten  years  commencing  with  the  year 
1800.      "Provided  the   said  tract  and   every 
part  thereof  be  confirmed  to  us  by  and  under 
the  Government  of  the  United  States."    They 
also  promised  to  deliver  to  the  Indians  "every 
year  for  thirty  years,  a  half  bushel  of  Indian 
corn  for  every  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  that 
may  be  improved  on  said  tract,  and  every  year 
from  thence  forward  to  the  full  term  of  960 
years,  one  quart  of  corn  for  every  such  farm 
that  may  be  on  said  tract,  should  the  same  be 
lawfully  demanded. ' '  The  policy  of  the  Amer- 
cian  Government  of  refusing  to  recognize  the 
Indian  deeds  as  of  any  validity,  together  with 
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the  exposure  of  their  plans  in  Congress,  re- 
sulted in  the  complete  failure  of  the  scheme, 
which,  if  it  had  been  successful,  would  prob- 
ably have  resulted  in  the  whole  northwest  hav- 
ing remained  a  British  province,  or  at  least 
in  causing  a  long  delay  in  the  Americanizing 
of  Michigan,  so  that  it  might  become  the 
prosperous  American  state  it  did. 

After  the  foregoing  material  had  been  pre- 
pared, the  writer  was,  through  the  kindness 
of  Henry  H.  Steevens  given  access  to  material 
prepared  by  him  touching  the  Moravian  settle- 
ment, and  some  original  documents  in  his  pos- 
session. This  material  confirmed  the  facts  set- 
forth  in  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  Mora- 
vian settlement,  which  was  largely  based  upon 
an  article  prepared  by  Henry  A.  Ford  and 
published  in  the  Detroit  Tribune  some  twenty 
years  ago.  Mr.  Steevens  also  kindly  allowed 
the  writer  to  use  for  publication  in  connection 
with  this  History  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by 
the  Moravian  missionaries  to  Major  Ancrum, 
the  original  of  which  is  in  the  possession  of 
C.  M.  Burton  of  Detroit.  If  the  same  has  been 
published  before,  the  writer  is  unable  to  as- 
certain that  fact.  The  letter  is  of  particular 
interest  as  showing  the  situation  of  the  Mo- 
ravians, their  relations  with  the  Indians  here- 
about, their  claims  to  the  improvements,  but 
not  in  the  land  on  which  they  were  located, 
and  as  well  the  general  spirit  of  meekness  and 
good  will  which  pervaded  all  of  their  actions. 
The  letter  is  here  set  forth  verbatim  and  was 
addressed  to  William  Ancrum,  Major.  Com- 
mandant, etc.,  at  Detroit. 


Sir: 


River  Huron,  Febry.  26th,  178u 


It  may  not  be  unknown  to  you,  that  we  the 
Missionaries,  now  Living  on  the  River  Huron 
were  towards  the  End  of  the  last  War  taken 
and  carried  with  the  Christian  Indians  belong- 
ing to  Us  to  Sandusky.  We  were  from  thence 
called  into  Detroit,  where  in  a  Councill,  the 
Warriors  present,  our  cause  was  tried,  and  We 
honourably  acquitted,  after  which,  Major,  now 
Col.  DePeyster  furnished  us  with  Necessary's 
and  a  pass  to  return  and  Live  with  our  In- 
dians in  Peace,  but  finding  soon  after  that  our 
Life  was  in  Danger,  he  in  the  Spring  following 
sent  for  Us  to  come  into  Detroit.  We  lived 
formerly  on  the  River  Muskingum,  where  we 
had  for  Years  together  enjoyed  Peace  on  all 
sides.  We  had  Three  large  Villages,  and  thro 
Industry  our  Indians  were  so  far  advanced, 
that  they  hardly  knew  or  remembered  of  any- 
thing they  wanted.  Large  and  compleat 
dwelling  Houses,  with  furniture;  a  great 
Number  of  Horses;  upwards  of  200  Cattle; 


besides  some  hundreds  of  Hogg's,  with  the 
Corn  on  the  Ground  ripe  for  Harvest,  amount- 
ing at  a  moderate  computation  to  5000 
bushel,  were  either  Destroyed  there,  or  after- 
wards lost.  A  few  Days  after  our  arrival  at 
Detroit,  Col.  De  Peyster  consulted  our  welfare, 
and  wished  with  Us,  to  see  Us  settled  with  our 
Indians  again,  that  they  might  further  be  In- 
structed in  the  Gospel  way.  He  first  proposed 
to  Us,  to  return  over  the  Lake  to  where  our 
Indians  was,  and  promised  every  assistance 
in  his  Power,  but  we  being  too  sensible,  that 
the  same  People  who  were  the  cause  of  our 
Destruction  were  still  residing  among  the  In- 
dians, and  of  whom  we  had  good  reason  to 
believe,  wished  rather  the  Indians  might  re- 
main as  they  was,  than  to  be  converted  or 
civilised,  would  always  be  ready  to  do  Us  any 
Misehieff  which  lay  in  their  Power.  The  Col. 
believing  the  Aprehention  we  were  under  not 
to  be  groundless,  proposed  next:  That  We 
and  our  Indians  should  settle  down  the  River, 
either  on  an  Island,  or  any  other  place  which 
might  suit  Us  best,  but  as  objections  were 
made,  the  Island  being  to  heavy  Timbered,  and 
the  War  path  passing  by  the  other  places,  he 
at  length  consulted  the  Chibbuway  Chieffs, 
and  it  was  agreed  upon  between  them,  that  We 
might  Live  on  their  land  on  this  River  untill 
Peace  should  be  made,  then  to  return  again 
wherever  we  chose.  He  then  sent  Speeches  to 
our  Indians,  at  and  about  the  Shawnee  Towns 
to  invite  them  in,  and  after  the  arrival  of  the 
first,  informed  them  of  the  whole  matter.  We 
then  accordingly  went  with  those  Indians  in 
search  of  a  place,  and  pitched  upon  the  spot 
We  now  live  on,  which  was  an  entire  Wilder- 
ness. We  began  the  Work  on  our  Improve- 
ment the  26th  July,  1782,  and  have  continued 
so  untill  the  present  Day,  in  which  time  we, 
with  our  Indians,  have  built  a  small  Village 
consisting  of  27  log  Houses,  besides  some  Sta- 
bles, out  Cellars,  and  smaller  Buildings.  We 
have  cleared  Lands  in  different  places  about 
the  Village,  made  fences  ect :  so  that  it  appears 
to  Us  to  be  a  Valuable  Improvement  at  which, 
if  it  suited  our  Destination,  we  could  now  live 
contentedly  and  more  at  ease.  But  we,  being 
sent  by  the  Bishops  of  our  Church  to  reside 
near  the  Delhrware  Nation,  to  continue  to  In- 
struct them  in  the  Gospel,  as  We  had  done  this 
Thirty  Years  past,  finding  this  not  to  be  the 
proper  place,  that  Nation  being  so  far  distant, 
and  they  not  inclined  to  change  a  good  hunt- 
ing ground  for  a  worse,  neither,  that  the  one 
half  of  the  Indians  belonging  to  Us  have  jet  on 
this  present  Day  joined  Us  on  this  very  ac- 
count.   And  moreover,  We  having  found,  that 
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the  Chibbaways  become  more  and  more  Un- 
easy that  We  stay  here  so  long  on  their  Land 
after  the  Peace.  And  that  our  Indians,  whoom 
they  call  expert  Hunters,  destroy  all  their 
Game.  We  therefore,  have  at  length  resolved 
to  go  to  our  former  place,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose acquaint  You  of  it.  But  at  the  same 
time  We  beg  leave  to  ask  a  favour  of  You, 
which  is :  to  sell  our  Improvement.  We  do 
not  speak  of  selling  the  Land.  The  Chibba- 
ways have  frequently  told  Us  that  it  belonged 
to  them,  and  to  nobody  else.  We  only  mention 
the  Improvement,  in  which  a  vast  of  Labour 
is  sunk.  We  understand,  that  a  number  of 
French  intend  to  take  possession  of  our 
Houses  and  Labour,  without  giving  us  the 
least  satisfaction,  but  we  believe  it  to  be  far 
from  the  approbation  of  a  Commanding  Offi- 
cer to  see  Us  served  in  such  a  manner.  We 
rather  believe  that  You  will  direct  matters  so 
that  Justice  may  be  done  Us  in  that  respect. 
And  we  are  persuaded,  could  you  but  take  a 
view  of  this  our  Improvement,  You  would 
readily  acknowledge,  that  we  justly  deserve 
something  for  it. 

We  therefore  most  humbly  present  this 
Petition  to  you,  confident  of  receiving  from 
You  a  favourable  Answer. 

We    beg    yet    to    mention   that   Necessity 
presses  us  greatly  to  such  a  request,  for  it  is 
hard  to  begin  again  with  empty  hand. 
Written  and  signed  bv 
Sir 

Your  most  Obedt 
and  Ilumbl  Servants 
Dav.  Zeisberger 
j()h  n  ii  ec  ken  welder 
Willi  a  m  E  d  wards 
and  in  behalf  of      (George  Youngman 

(  (iOTTLOB    IjENSEMAN 

(Michael  Young,  absent, 
and  in  the  Name  of  the  Christian 
Indians  with  Us. 


CHAPTER  V. 


EARLY  MT.   CLEMENS. 


It  is  commonly  accepted  that  in  about  1795, 
Christian  Clemens,  while  with  a  surveying 
party  under  Lewis  Cass  (afterwards  Governor 
and  Senator)  reached  the  site  of  this  village. 
The  locality  evidently  attracted  Mr.  Clemens' 
attention,  for  some  time  later,  and  probably 
about  1799,  he  returned  here  and  found  at 
that  time  some  evidences  of  the  country  here- 
about being  occupied  and  cultivated.  As 
early  as  1797,  sufficient  demand  was  had  for 


the  product  of  the  distillery  to  justify  John 
Brooks  in  building  one  near  the  present 
site  of  Fluemer's  grist  mill.  The  country 
included  in  the  present  limits  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens was  like  all  the  rest  in  the  neighborhood 
along  the  river  and  lake,  squatted  upon 
by  parties  who  either  themselves,  or  by  their 
grantees,  afterwards  claimed  title  before 
the  American  Commissioners,  and  like  the 
private  claims  along  the  lake,  the  most  re- 
liable and  definite  information  concerning 
the  earlier  improvements  must  be  obtained 
from  the  testimony  put  in  before  the  Com- 
missioners. As  private  claims  No.  141  and 
139,  541,  173  and  542  covered  the  main 
part  of  what  is  now  Mt.  Clemens,  a  detailed 
statement  of  these  proofs  may  prove  interest- 
ing. 

Number  141  which  covers  the  part  of  the 
City  lying  between  a  line  drawn  at  right  an- 
gles with  the  river  about  where  the  Avery  An- 
nex and  the  Original  Bath  House  now  stand 
and  North  Avenue  and  running  as  far  south  as 
the  point  on  the  river  a  little  north  of  where 
Terry  street  would  strike  the  same  and  run- 
ning as  far  north  as  the  north  line  of  the 
Kerner  farm  on  the  North  Branch  Road,  was 
presented  and  claimed  by  Christian  Clemens 
as  the  assignee  of  John  and  Richard  Conner, 
two  sons  of  the  Richard  Conner  who  came  to 
Frederick  with  the  Moravians.  The  claim  as 
presented,  was  described  as  "Beginning  at  the 
high  bank  of  said  river  at  a  blazed  black  oak, 
and  running  down  the  said  river  with  the 
meanders  thereof  to  a  small  run  or  marsh 
that  empties  into  said  river,  the  distance  not 
exactly  known,  but  supposed  to  be  about  14 
acres  or  arpents,  French  measure ;  thence  run- 
ning from  the  mouth  of  this  small  run  or 
marsh  a  north  course  40  acres  or  arpents; 
thence  running  in  a  direct  course  across  so  as 
to  intersect  a  line  running  northwest  from  the 
place  of  beginning  at  a  distance  of  40  acres  or 
arpents  from  said  black  oak.  The  whole  tract 
containing  about  500  acres  superficial  meas- 
ure. It  is  bounded  in  front  by  River  Huron, 
in  rear  by  unlocated  lands ;  on  one  side  by 
lands  claimed  by  Henry  Conner  and  on  the 
other  side  by  lands  now  claimed  by  James  Ab- 
bott, Esquire. ' '  The  blazed  black  oak  referred 
to  above  stood  on  the  high  bank  on  the  land 
now  owned  by  Joseph  Noeker  Estate,  lying 
next  south  of  the  Mt.  Clemens  Brewery  plant 
and  the  line  as  finally  surveyed  ran  northwest- 
erly from  there,  crossing  Gratiot  about  where 
the  New  National  Hotel  now  stands,  and  cross- 
ing Cass,  angling  from  the  Eastman  property 
to  the  Clementine  Bath  House  and  continuing 
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on  the  same  line  until  North  avenue  is  struck 
about  opposite  the  property  now  owned  by 
Mrs.  Hitchcock.  From  here  the  line  ran  di- 
rectly north  up  to  what  is  now  North  avenue. 

Batiste  Comparet,  Jr.  was  sworn  as  a  wit- 
ness and  testified  that  one  John  Conner  was  in 
possession  of  this  claim  before  July  1st,  1796, 
and  had  improved  the  premises.  In  1797  or 
1798,  he  permitted  Nathan  Williams  and 
Jared  Brooks  to  build  a  still  house  on  the 
premises ;  and  that  in  the  year  1801  John  and 
Richard  Connor  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  con- 
tinued in  possession  and  occupation  until  1804 
when  Comparet  left  the  River  Huron  district. 
The  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  premises 
by  Mr.  Clemens  from  1804  on  was  proven  by 
Joseph  Robert  jean. 

The  still  house  above  referred  to  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  improvement  made  within 
the  present  limits  of  Mt.  Clemens  and  was 
located  on  the  bank  of  the  river  just  below 
where  Fluemer's  grist  mill  now  stands.  It  was 
built  about  1797  and  business  was  carried  on 
there  by  Brooks  until  Clemens  and  Wise  well 
came  and  bought  the  property.  Raw  material 
for  the  distillery  being  scarce,  Wisewell 
brought  in  a  quantity  of  rye  and  distributed  it 
among  the  settlers  for  seed,  to  be  returned 
when  the  harvest  was  gathered.  Some  of  this 
rye  was  sown  by  Edward  Tucker,  one  of  the 
sons  of  William  Tucker,  so  frequently  referred 
to  in  this  history,  and  was  the  first  crop  of  rye 
raised  in  the  county.  Clemens  soon  after  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  Mr.  Wisewell  and  car- 
ried on  the  business.  This  distillery  was  after- 
wards moved  by  Mr.  Clemens  to  the  lot  now 
occupied  by  the  homestead  of  George  M. 
Crocker,  and  later  to  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  nearly  opposite  the  place  where  it  was 
first  located.  The  ownership  and  operation 
of  this  enterprise  gave  Mt.  Clemens  the  name 
among  the  Indians  of  "whiskey  nene"  (Whis- 
key Maker) . 

The  tract  lying  next  west  and  up  the  river 
from  Private  Claim  No.  141  just  traced,  was 
confirmed  to  Henry  Connor  as  private  claim 
No.  139  and  described  in  his  filed  claim  as 
being  12  acres  in  front  on  the  river  and 
bounded  on  the  west  and  rear  sides  by  un- 
located  lands  and  on  the  east  by  the  lands  of 
Christian  Clemens.  Proofs  relative  to  this 
claim  were  taken  on  the  day  preceding  the 
establishment  of  claim  141  and  the  witnesses 
sworn  were  Batiste  Comparet,  Jr.,  Augustin 
Langdon  and  James  Connor  and  from  their 
testimony,  it  appears  that  on  July  1st,  1796, 
this  tract  was  in  the  possession  of  one  William 


Dawson,  who  sold  to  Richard  Connor,  who  pos- 
sessed the  same  until  his  death,  but  who  al- 
ways stated  according  to  the  testimony  of 
James  Connor,  his  son  and  administrator,  that 
he  had  given  it  to  his  son,  Henry  Connor,  who, 
according  to  the  testimony  of  Langdon  had 
been  in  possession  and  occupation  for  upwards 
of  three  years.  This  tract,  which  extended 
from  the  Clemens  tract  141  westerly  to  the  line 
of  Smith  street  as  the  same  now  is  in  the  city 
and  ran  from  the  river  to  the  north  line  of  the 
Kerner  farm  in  section  two  of  Clinton.  The 
title  to  this  tract  soon  after  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Patterson,  who  received  a  deed  of  the 
same  from  the  Government  in  1812,  and  was 
for  many  years  known  as  the  Patterson  tract. 
Some  complications  arose  over  the  ownership 
of  the  property  and  it  was  not  until  the  decree 
was  entered  in  June,  1851,  that  Arthur  J. 
Robertson  of  Inverness,  Scotland,  was  in  posi- 
tion to  convey  satisfactory  title.  Undoubtedly 
this  state  of  the  land  title,  prevented  the 
spread  of  the  village  and  its  development 
somewhat. 

A  narrow  strip  of  land  lying  next  west  of 
private  claim  139  seems  not  to  have  been  in- 
cluded in  any  of  these  land  claims,  as  allowed, 
but  in  the  description  of  private  claim  541  ly- 
ing next  west,  this  narrow  strip  is  spoken  of 
as  land  claimed  by  Peter  Donman  and  also 
as  land  claimed  by  Tobias  Newcomer.  If 
either  of  these  men  ever  occupied  the  land  or 
claimed  it,  their  claims  were  not  pressed  be- 
fore the  Commissioners  of  the  land  office. 

Private  claim  541  was  bounded  on  the  east  by 
a  line  running  back  from  the  river  which  now 
marks  the  east  line  of  the  Cass  avenue  subdi- 
vision, Moross  addition  and  Eldredge's  second 
addition  to  the  city,  being  one  tier  of  lots  east 
of  Moross  and  Eldredge  Avenues,  and  extend- 
ed westerly  to  the  Hacker  farm  or  the  present 
westerly  city  limits.  The  claim  was  presented 
by  James  Connor,  the  oldest  son  of  Richard 
Connor,  and  Christian  Clemens  and  was  first 
taken  up  by  the  Commissioners  December  21st, 
1808,  when  Henry  Connor  was  sworn  and  tes- 
tified to  the  possession  by  John  Chart  ion  on 
July  1st,  1796,  and  to  his  remaining  there  for 
five  years.  Henry  Tucker  then  took  possession 
and  continued  until  he  sold  the  same  to  the 
claimants,  "who  have  caused  the  same  to  be 
cultivated  every  year  to  this  date;  about  six 
acres  are  cultivated,  the  house  is  built  and  an 
orchard  planted  thereon. "  At  a  further  hear- 
ing on  February  1st,  1809,  the  deed  of  this 
tract  from  Henry  Tucker  to  Christian  Clem- 
ens   was    presented,    the    deed    bearing    date 
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March  4,  1808,  and  the  consideration  named 
being  $100.00. 

The  part  of  Mt.  Clemens  lying*  east  of  the 
river  was  included  in  private  claims  No.  173 
and  542,  the  line  between  which  would  strike 
the  river  very  close  to  the  Fulton  Bend  at  a 
point  fixed  in  the  description  of  private  claim 
1730   "a   button    wood   tree   about   one   acre 
above  a  certain  small  creek  that  empties  itself 
into  the  said  river."    Both  of  these  tracts  ap- 
pear to  have  been  first  occupied  and  improved 
by  Edward  Hezell  or  Hazel  who  James  Connor 
swore   had   improved   the   premises    "a   long 
time  previous  to  July  first,  1796."    The  upper 
claim  No.   542  was  sold  by  Hazel  to  James 
Abbott,  Esq.,  who  in  turn  sold  it  to  his  son, 
also    James    Abbott,    who    sold   to    Christian 
Clemens  in  whose  name  the  claim  was  present- 
ed and  to  whom  it  was  confirmed.     When  the 
testimony  was  taken   Dec.   21st,   1808,   it  ap- 
peared that  twenty  acres  were  cultivated  and 
the  house  and  stables  built  on  the  premises. 
The  lower  claim  No.  173  was  in  possession  of 
Hazel  in   1796  and  improved  by  cultivation 
and  the  house  being  built.     Hazel  raised  two 
crops  on  the  land,   and  afterwards  sold  the 
premises  to  James  Abbott,  father  of  the  James 
Abbott  in  whose  name  the  claim  was  presented 
and  to  whom  it  was  confirmed.     It  appeared 
by  the  testimony  that  Christian  Clemens  had 
for  eight  years  cultivated  and  improved  the 
premises  as  the  tenant  of  James  Abbott.     A 
deed  of  this  claim  from  James  Abbott,  Sr.,  to 
his  son  was  put  in  evidence  in  which  the  tract 
was  described  as  follows:  "situate  on  the  south 
southeast  side  of  River  Huron  of  Lake   St. 
Clair,    containing  ten   acres   in   breadth    and 
eighty  acres  in  depth,  the  said  tract  beginning 
at  an  otter  pond  and  running  up  the  said  river 
a  depth  of  ten  acres. ' '    As  the  east  line  of  this 
claim  as  finally  surveyed  was  the  line  between 
the  Shoemaker  and  Reimold  farms  on  the  river 
road,  it  must  be  that  the  otter  pond  referred 
to  was  the  swale  or  setback  through  which  wTas 
afterwards   dug  the   canal  now  forming  the 
"new  cut"  of  the  Clinton  River. 

These  five  private  claims  covered  the  bulk  of 
the  territory  now  included  in  the  limits  of  Mt. 
Clemens  and  while  there  were  probably  more 
improvements  then  (1808)  on  them  than 
might  appear  from  this  testimony,  it  is  likely 
that  they  were  little  more  than  farms,  with 
small  clearings  and  log  cabins  for  the  people 
and  log  shelter  of  a  poor  sort  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  few  cattle  and  horses,  with 
a  trail  or  at  most  a  woods-road  connect- 
ing them  with  each  other.  The  river  was 
probably  depended  upon  for  the  usual  way 


to  and  from  the  farms  to  the  outside  world. 
The  Moravian  settlement,  at  Frederick,  and 
the  settlement  down  the  river  about  the 
Tucker  farm  were  both  ahead  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens in  population  and  progress,  while  the  near- 
est point  for  trading  w^as  at  Detroit  reached 
either  by  canoes  down  the  river  and  lake,  or  by 
the  old  Moravian  or  Meridian  Road  running 
south  from  Frederick. 

The  village  progressed  but  very  little  until 
after  the  war  of  1812.  A  log  house  stood 
at  a  point  near  the  present  pumping  station  of 
the  Original  Bath  Company,  another  built  by 
Mr.  Clemens,  stood  on  the  corner  of  Front  and 
Market  streets  where  Heine's  store  now  stands 
and  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Burns,  then  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Clemens.  Another  log  house 
stood  across  the  river  from  the  Fluemer  grist 
mill  and  a  second  distillery  had  been  built  up 
the  river  about  where  Paganetti  's  lumber  yard 
is  now  located. 

To  get  an  idea  of  the  village  at  the  out- 
break of  the  wor  of  1812  one  must  conceive  of 
the  place  as  set  down  in  an  unbroken  forest 
and  made  up  of  the  half  a  dozen  or  more  log 
buildings  above  referred  to.  Each  with  a 
small  clearing  above  them  and  connected  only 
by  a  rambling  road  which  ran  along  the  high 
points,  or  where  a  way  was  found  with  the 
least  obstruction.  The  main  road  was  the  one 
coming  up  the  river  on  the  north  side  and  fol- 
lowing the  high  banks  of  the  river  passed 
through  what  is  now  the  city  and  on  to  the 
Connor  settlement  at  Frederick,  not  along  the 
line  of  the  present  Shelby  Road  or  Cass  ave- 
nue, but  meandering  through  and  striking 
the  river  again  probably  somewhere  near  the 
present  home  of  John  P.  Wilson.  The  Gratiot 
Turnpike  of  course  was  still  decades  away 
and  the  Shelby  Road  still  unthought  of.  There 
was  probably  also  a  road  running  down  the 
river  on  the  east  side  and  striking  the  Detroit 
Road  which  was  the  main  thoroughfare  not 
only  for  this  section  but  all  the  settlements  up 
the  lake  and  St.  Clair  River.  The  changes  in 
the  Lake  Shore  and  as  well  the  improvements 
in  other  roads  have  caused  many  modifications 
of  this  Lake  Shore  Road,  but  at  this  time  it 
probably  ran  from  Baltimore  quite  close  to  the 
shores  of  Anchor  Bay  and  Tucker  Bay  and 
came  up  along  the  line  between  private  claims 
144  and  145,  where  now  a  long  lane  separates 
the  farm  of  Morris  Tucker  and  that  of  Louis 
Jobse  until  it  strikes  the  river  road.  Follow 
that  up  to  a  point  above  opposite  the  Reimold 
Farm  where  the  River  was  crossed  by  ford  or 
boat  and  the  present  angling  road  along  the 
sand  ridge  past  the  town  hall  of  Harrison  and 
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the  home  of  David  Tucker,  was  used  to  reach 
the  road  on  the  shore  of  the  Lake  again  from 
which  point  the  Lake  was  again  closely  fol- 
lowed until  Milk  River  Point  was  reached. 

During  the  war  of  1812,  most  of  the  English 
speaking  settlers  were  compelled  at  one  time  or 
another  to  take  refuge  in  the  Fort  at  Detroit 
to  save  themselves  from  the  assaults  of  the  In- 
dians. Members  of  the  Tucker  family  were 
usually  exempt  from  these  raids  and  also  the 
Connor  family  as  were  a  large  number  of  the 
French  settlers,  whom  the  Indians  regarded 
rather  as  allies  than  as  supporters  of  the 
American  Government.  After  the  close  of  the 
war,  Mr.  Clemens  and  his  family  returned  to 
Mt.  Clemens.  Mr.  Harrington  and  his  family 
to  Frederick;  Mr.  John  Connor  and  his  family 
to  his  farm  in  Harrison,  now  the  Reimold 
farm  and  the  work  of  restoring  the  burned 
buildings  was  begun  with  all  the  energy  early 
settlers  are  proverbially  possessed  of.  From 
this  time  until  about  1818  Mt.  Clemens  pro- 
gressed as  a  country  settlement  without  any 
organization,  but  until  at  least  1817  there  were 
not  many  new  American  settlers.  The  place 
was  frequently  referred  to  as  "the  High 
Banks"  or  "Big  Springs,7'  and  it  was  not  un- 
til the  platting  of  the  heart  of  the  Village  by 
Judge  Clemens  in  1818  that  the  town  was 
formally  given  the  name  of  Mt.  Clemens.  In 
1818  there  were  about  fifteen  families  in  the 
Village. 

At  this  time,  according  to  Gen.  Stockton, 
there  were  about  twenty  families  in  the  Mo- 
ravian Village  at  which  point  a  saw  and  grist 
mill  had  been  erected  before  the  war.  Judge 
Clemens  at  this  time,  as  for  many  years  after, 
was  the  most  active  and  influential  resident  of 
the  District. 

It  is  probable  that  it  was  largely  through  his 
influence  that  Governor  Cass  acted  favorably 
upon  the  petition  for  a  new  county  and  on 
January  15th,  1818,  laid  out  Macomb  County 
by  proclamation  as  herein  elsewhere  detailed. 
By  the  same  proclamation,  William  Brown, 
Henry  J.  Hunt  and  Conrad  Ten  Eyck  were 
appointed  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  County  and  reporting  to  the 
Governor  the  most  eligible  site  for  a  seat  of 
justice.  The  shrewdness  of  Judge  Clemens 
was  again  apparent  when  these  Commissioners 
reported  as  the  most  favorable  site,  ' '  The  town 
of  Mt.  Clemens  recently  laid  out  upon  the 
farm  of  Christian  Clemens,  Esquire,"  a  point 
well  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  vast  terri- 
tory laid  out  for  this  County.  Judge  Clemens 
was  not  lacking  in  either  liberality  or  energy, 
for  it  appears  that  he  had  already  conveyed 


for  the  use  of  the  County  a  plot  of  land  select- 
ed by  the  Commissioners  for  a  court  house  and 
county  jail,  and  had  given  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  County,  his  obligation  for  work,  money 
and  materials  that  might  be  required  for  the 
erection  of  a  public  building.  The  outcome  of 
his  efforts  was  a  proclamation  made  by  Gover- 
nor Cass  March  11th,  1818,  establishing  the 
town  of  Mt.  Clemens  as  the  seat  of  justice  for 
the  county  of  Macomb.  The  following  month, 
April  8th,  the  County  was  divided  into  town- 
ships again  by  proclamation  of  the  Governor. 
All  the  part  of  the  County  lying  south  of  a 
line  drawn  due  west  from  Swan  Creek  was  to 
form  one  township  called  Huron,  and  the  part 
lving  north  of  that  line,  to  be  known  as  St. 
Clair.  May  5th  of  1818  the  sum  of  $400.00 
was  appropriated  by  the  Governor,  and  Judges 
of  the  territory  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  court 
house  and  gaol  for  the  County  of  Macomb. 

"The  town  of  Mt.  Clemens  recently  laid 
out"  by  Christian  Clemens  was  a  town  bound- 
ed by  the  river,  Market  street,  Cherry  street 
and  the  Patterson  Tract  above  referred  to,  be- 
ing a  line  running  from  near  the  foot  of  Terry 
street  northwesterly  to  Cherry  street  directly 
back  of  the  Fenton  house.  It  will  be  seen  this 
constituted  the  heart  of  the  present  city.  It 
was  made  up  of  seven  blocks  besides  the  court- 
house square  and  laid  off  in  lots  mostly  of  six- 
ty by  ninety  feet.  The  Street  now  known  as 
New  Street  does  not  appear  on  this  plat  and 
the  street,  so  far  as  that  portion  of  it  within 
the  limits  of  this  original  plat  is  concerned, 
became  a  street  merely  by  use,  and  probably 
acquired  its  name  from  the  fact  that  it  was 
not  platted  but  was  in  fact  a  new  street.  In 
it  was  built  the  first  vessel  built  here,  the 
"Harriet"  directly  in  front  of  Czizek's  store, 
and  the  launching  of  the  craft  from  this  novel 
ship-yard  called  for  the  combined  efforts  of  all 
the  oxen  and  men  of  the  entire  vicinity  and  as 
well  for  the  sacrifice  of  all  the  soft  soap  that 
all  our  grand-dames  of  the  village  had  on 
hand.  It  was  built  in  1821  by  Messrs.  Funson 
and  Russ  and  finally  reached  the  river  at  the 
foot  of  Market  street  where  the  bridge  is  now. 
It  was  christened  in  honor  of  the  oldest  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  Clemens  and  was  first  sailed  by 
Captain  Russ.  It  was  poetically  appropriate 
that  this  same  schooner  later  brought  up  from 
Detroit  on  his  first  coming  to  Mount  Clemens 
the  future  husband  of  Miss  Clemens,  Dr. 
George  Lee.  Captains  Hay  ward  and  Atwood 
commanded  this  craft,  which  at  one  time  sailed 
as  far  away  from  home  as  the  Soo.  "While 
no  formal  platting  of  additions  to  the  village 
appears  of  record  after  this  until  1835,  it  is 
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not  to  be  assumed  that  the  village  itself  was 
so  confined.  Soon  after  the  war  of  1812  closed 
Joseph  Hayes,  who  had  earlier  come  from 
Genesee  County,  New  York,  settled  where  the 
Gratiot  crosses  the  Clinton,  on  the  south  bank, 
and  here  he  and  others  afterward  platted  Mar- 
cellus.  With  him  and  his  family  also  came 
Nicholas  Boyer,  who  settled  near  the  old  Mo- 
ravian site.  These  two  families  had  removed 
from  the  St.  Clair  River  to  Detroit  in  order 
to  escape  the  depredations  of  the  Indians,  and 
on  their  way  had  passed  through  Mount  Clem- 
ens, camping  all  night  in  the  distillery,  then 
located  on  the  north  side  of  Market  street  be- 
tween Walnut  and  Court  (site  of  Mr.  George 
Crocker's  present  residence).  The  capture  of 
the  Boyer  children  at  Frederick  in  1813  will 
serve  as  an  illustration  of  the  dangers  of  those 
early  days.  In  October,  Mrs.  Boyer,  being 
some  distance  from  the  house,  noticed  the  In- 
dians stealthily  approaching  and  suspecting 
mischief  from  their  manners,  concealed  her- 
self outside.  The  Indians  on  entering  the 
house  found  Mr.  Boyer  and  the  four  children 
and  a  friendly  Indian  named  Tick-ke-sho. 
After  searching  in  vain  for  Mrs.  Boyer,  the 
Indians  took  all  the  others  prisoners,  except 
the  oldest  child,  who  lay  dangerously  sick. 
After  some  discussion  regarding  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  child  the  Indians  went  away  leav- 
ing her,  expecting  that  she  would  soon  die. 
Mrs.  Boyer  had  gone  in  search  of  help  and 
after  the  departure  of  the  Indians  the  sick 
child  managed  to  get  into  the  woods  and  across 
the  river.  The  hostile  Indians  at  their  first 
camping  place  had  tied  Tick-ke-sho  to  the 
tree  and  laid  their  plans  to  send  one  back  in 
the  morning  to  kill  the  girl,  and  then  lay 
down  and  went  to  sleep.  Tick-ke-sho  managed 
to  free  himself,  and,  returning,  traced  the  sick 
girl  and  carried  her  to  her  uncle,  Michel 
Tremble.  The  shock  and  excitement  appar- 
ently cured  rather  than  killed  the  child,  as  was 
expected,  and  she  lived  to  become  the  wife  of 
E.  Campau  of  Springwells.  Later  the  father 
and  all  of  the  children  were  rescued  and  ran- 
somed from  the  Indians.  Two  of  the  children, 
a  boy  and  girl,  were  taken  up  to  the  Saginaw 
region  and  their  return  was  only  procured  by 
the  shrewdness  and  craftiness  of  a  trapper 
named  Smith.  The  boy  grew  to  be  an  aged 
man  and  lived  near  Swan  Creek;  and  to  the 
day  of  his  death,  it  is  said,  the  sight  of  an  In- 
dian would  arouse  uncontrollable  fears. 

In  October,  1817,  Col.  John  Stockton,  who 
had  during  the  stay  of  the  Clemens  family 
won  the  heart  and  hand  of  Mary  Allen,  daugh- 
ter of  Mrs.  Clemens  by  her  former  husband, 


came  to  Mount  Clemens  and  for  their  accom- 
modation a  frame  addition  was  built  to  the 
log  house  of  Christian  Clemens — the  first 
frame  structure  in  the  new  settlement.  This 
stood  facing  Front  street  about  where  now  is 
the  Ferrin  hardware  store.  Col.  Stockton 
was  a  man  of  more  than  average  clerical  and 
administrative  ability,  and  served  in  many 
public  positions,  as  will  appear  later.  He  was 
the  first  postmaster  of  the  place,  when  the 
office  was  established  in  1819.  At  this  time 
there  were  about  fifteen  families  in  the  village. 
In  1818  came  Daniel  LeRoy  and  William 
Thompson,  both  of  whom,  however,  proved  to 
be  but  sojourners,  as  they  removed  to  Pontiac, 
where  they  helped  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
village  there.  During  his  stay  Dr.  Thompson 
built  a  log  house  near  where  Fluemer's  grist 
mill  now  stands,  near  the  northeast  corner 
of  Front  and  Market  streets.  Ezra  B.  Pres- 
cott,  a  lawyer  from  New  England,  wras  here 
and  presented  his  credentials  July  14th,  1818, 
at  the  opening  of  the  county  court,  but  how 
long  he  tarried  here  does  not  appear.  He  built 
a  house  on  the  west  side  of  Front  street  about 
where  Miller's  plumbing  shop  now  stands, 
and  there  kept  bachelor 's  hall.  ' '  The  ladies  of 
the  village  would  sometimes  intrude  upon  his 
premises,  and  always  left  declaring  their  high 
appreciation  of  his  talents  for  housekeeping." 

In  1819  a  square-timbered  log  court  house 
was  built  by  Captain  Benjamin  Woodworth 
on  the  square  dedicated  by  Judge  Clemens 
for  that  purpose  in  the  center  of  the  village. 
The  lower  story  was  fitted  up  for  a  jail  by 
partitioning  off  a  few  cells  with  plank,  where 
the  unruly  and  criminal  could  be  restrained. 
For  years  the  upper  story  rendered  triple 
service  as  court  house,  church  and  school  room. 
The  sum  appropriated  by  the  territory  and 
the  ordinary  public  revenue  proving  insuffi- 
cient for  the  purpose,  authority  was  obtained 
from  the  governor  and  judges  of  the  territory 
to  spread  an  additional  special  tax  for  the  pur- 
pose of  completing  the  building.  On  Christ- 
mas eve  in  1839  a  prisoner  from  St.  Clair 
county,  charged  with  murder,  was  confined 
here;  and,  hoping  to  escape  thereby,  set  fire 
to  his  jail.  He  came  near  to  furnishing  his 
own  funeral  pile,  for  in  the  excitement  the 
key  to  the  jail  could  not  be  found,  and  it  was 
only  by  the  vigorous  use  of  an  axe  that  the 
door  was  battered  open  in  time  to  save  the 
prisoner.  As  will  appear  elsewhere,  the  new 
court  house  which  gave  way  to  the  present  one 
was  built  the  following  year,  1840. 

Thomas  Ashley  in  1820  came  from  Batavia, 
New  York,  and  built  a  framed  house  on  the 
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northwest  corner  of  Front  and  Macomb 
streets,  and  there  he  kept  a  hotel,  or,  to 
use  the  better  and  more  descriptive  term,  a 
' '  tavern. ' '  He  had  practiced  law  in  New  York 
and  on  July  11th,  1820,  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice here.  He  purchased  some  twenty  acres  of 
land,  where  afterwards  Ashley's  Addition  was 
located,  and  found  sufficient  occupation  to  sat- 
isfy his  untiring  industry  in  his  three-fold 
capacity  of  lawryer,  farmer  and  tavern  keeper. 
Of  Mr.  Ashley  and  his  family  more  will  be 
said  elsewhere. 

In  1820  there  came  Ezekiel  Allen  from  Gen- 
esee county,  New  York,  who  built  several  of 
the  early  structures  of  the  place,  among  them 
the  frame  store  building  which  until  some 
thirty  years  ago  occupied  the  southwest  corner 
of  Gratiot  and  Cass  avenues,  a  frame  dwelling 
on  the  site  of  the  present  Slush  building,  occu- 
pied by  the  ' '  Smoke  Shop ' '  and  the  telephone 
offices,  and  for  himself  a  tannery  on  the  river 
bank  between  Macomb  and  New  streets,  about 
where  now  stands  the  Wilson  block,  and  also  a 
store  on  Front  street  on  same  lot.  For  a  while 
he  lived  in  a  log  house  standing  where  Czizek's 
hardware  store  adorns  the  northwest  corner  of 
Court  and  New  streets,  but  later  in  the  build- 
ing where  his  store  was  on  Front  street. 

Mount  Clemens  evidently  enjoyed  some- 
thing like  a  "boom"  in  1820,  for  besides  the 
improvements  already  mentioned,  Thomas 
Wattles,  our  first  "village  blacksmith,"  built 
him  a  place  of  business  on  Gratiot  street  about 
where  now  stands  the  Medea  Bath  House,  and 
not  long  after  he  had  a  competitor  in  John  Mil- 
ler, who  built  a  shop  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Macomb  and  Walnut  streets  (now  Shotwell's 
drug  store),  and  also  built  a  house  on  the  cor- 
ner next  west,  That  year,  too,  Henry  Halsey 
built  about  where  now  is  located  the  Mount 
Clemens  Savings  Bank  a  building  intended 
for  a  pottery,  wrhich,  however,  was  used  for 
more  spiritual  purposes,  being  early  used  for 
religious  purposes.  Mr.  Halsey  died  in  1821 
and  his  was  the  first  body  interred  in  the 
burial  ground  where  now  is  Clemens  Park. 
Prior  to  this  the  dead  had  been  buried  on  lots 
lying  north  of  New  street,  the  exact  location 
being  uncertain,  but  either  just  west  or  east  of 
Court  street.  There  were  but  few  ever  buried 
there,  and  as  early  as  1858  all  trace  of  the 
fact  of  their  burial  there  had  been  obliterated. 
It  was  not  regarded  as  a  suitable  place,  and 
some  discussion  had  arisen  over  it ;  and  before 
the  Halsey  death  Mr.  Clemens,  the  Pooh-Bah 
of  the  village,  had  stated  he  would  find  a  bet- 
ter spot  when  it  again  became  necessary  to 
make  a  grave.     Accordingly  Judge  Clemens 


led  the  Halsey  funeral  procession  northward 
into  what  was  then  almost  unbroken  forest, 
and,  pacing  off  a  space  that  undoubtedly 
seemed  to  his  companions  liberal  enough  to 
provide  for  their  dead  for  all  time,  thus  des- 
ignated the  new  cemetery.  No  other  or  further 
dedication  was  attempted  or  deemed  neces- 
sary. 

The  writer  is  unable  to  find  wrhether  this 
Henry  Halsey  was  any  relation  of  the  Silas 
Halsey  who  came  about  1823  and  built  a  tav- 
ern (Mount  Clemens  seemed  to  have  had  a 
call  for  extensive  hotel  accommodations  even 
in  those  days)  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Court  street  and  Macomb  street,  where  Jacobi 
keeps  store  today.  Mr.  Halsey  was  still  one 
of  Mount  Clemens'  tavern  keepers  as  late  as 
1840  at  least.  He  married  in  1825  Lucy  Cady, 
a  sister  of  Chancey  and  Horace  Cady  and  step- 
daughter of  Peter  At  wood,  all  of  whom  will 
be  found  mentioned  elsewhere.  The  building 
he  used  as  a  tavern  was  later  moved  back 
on  the  lot  and  faced  onto  Macomb  street, 
where  is  now  the  Citizens'  Savings  Bank  build- 
ing. It  can  still  be  remembered  by  many 
Mount  Clemensites  as  the  store,  dwelling  and 
photograph  gallery  of  the  Mintonyes. 

Mount  Clemens'  first  merchant  so  far  as 
known  was  Ellis  Doty,  who  came  from  Chau- 
tauqua county,  New  York,  and  in  1822  built  a 
house  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Front  and 
Market  streets  and  kept  store  in  a  cabin  across 
Market  street,  where  Heine's  store  has  been 
for  years  past.  Up  to  this  time  provisions  were 
brought  from  Detroit,  usually  in  canoes.  It  is 
related  that  storekeeper  Ellis  bought  his  tea 
by  the  pound  and  sold  it  by  the  two  ounces. 
Our  forebears  evidently  had  little  means  to 
waste  on  luxuries.  Flour  had  been  frequently 
brought  up  from  Detroit  by  Fred  Hoxie  on  his 
back  and  peddled  out  by  him  in  small  quan- 
tities. A  grist  mill  had  been  built  at  Freder- 
ick by  a  Tremble  before  the  war  of  1812,  but  it 
was  frequently  not  in  working  order.  Some- 
time after  1818,  probably  about  1826,  Job  C. 
Smith  built  another  one  there. 

Ague  Avas  very  prevalent  in  the  early  days 
and  in  1818  and  1819  the  village  was  very 
sickly.  Gen.  Stockton  related  that  at  one  time 
jvery  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  place,  him- 
self alone  excepted,  wTas  sick.  Accordingly  Dr. 
Chamberlain,  who  came  in  October,  1819,  was 
a  most  welcome  addition  to  the  community, 
but  neither  he  nor  Dr.  Thompson,  our  next 
physician,  remained  long.  Dr.  R.  S.  Rice  was 
here  from  1823  to  1827,  when  he  removed  to 
Detroit.  Our  first  doctor  wTho  made  his  home 
here  permanently  was  Dr.  George  Lee  from 
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Ontario  County,  New  York,  who  came  in  1823. 
He  married  Harriet,  the  oldest  daughter  of 
Christian  Clemens,  and  was  for  years  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  successful  of  our 
physicians. 

In  1826,  Dr.  Henry  Taylor,  grandfather  of 
our  present  Dr.  (Harry  F.)  Taylor,  who  had 
a  couple  of  years  earlier  come  from  Cayuga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Rochester,  Mich.,  came  to  this 
vicinity,  but  until  1829  had  his  headquarters 
with  the  Tuckers  down  the  river,  a  community 
almost  as  populous  as  the  village  itself.  He 
was  a  pioneer  in  the  pedagogical  as  wTell  as 
the  medical  profession  and  a  large  part  of 
these  three  years  were  spent  in  teaching  the 
youthful  idea  how  to  shoot.  In  1829  he  locat- 
ed at  Mount  Clemens,  and  from  then  until  his 
death  faithfully  followed  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession. 

Later  came  Dr.  Philo  Tilson,  who  built  and 
lived  in  the  old  brick  house  on  the  corner  of 
Clinton  and  East  streets,  long  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Josephine  Connor,  which  has  lately 
yielded  to  the  machine  shop  of  Phillips  &  Me- 
C reedy.  He  did  not  come  until  about  1835 
and  removed  in  1858  to  Romeo,  where  he  died. 

Associated  with  Dr.  Tilson  was  Dr.  Alex 
Campbell,  who  during  his  short  stay  (1835-37) 
lived  on  the  site  of  the  Clifton  House.  He  aft- 
erwards acquired  a  high  standing  and  great 
success  in  his  profession  in  New  York  state, 
where  he  went  from  here.  His  leaving  was 
occasioned  by  the  suspicions  and  indignation 
of  the  Indians.  The  boys  attending  school  at 
the  school  house  standing  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  New  and  Cherry  streets  found 
buried  in  the  hay  in  a  neighboring  barn  the 
dead  body  of  an  Indian.  The  indignant  na- 
tives for  some  reason  fastened  their  suspicions 
on  Dr.  Campbell  and  that  disciple  of  Aescu- 
lapius found  it  best  by  flight  to  escape  the  dire- 
ful consequences  that  were  threatened,  and  he 
was  not  seen  here  again  for  upwards  of  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 

In  1823  a  saddler  by  the  name  of  William 
McDonald  built  on  the  lot,  cornering  on  New 
and  Walnut  streets,  where  Posner's  building 
now  stands,  and  in  it  kept  his  shop  and  dwell- 
ing. Later  he  bought  a  farm  on  the  North 
Branch  Road  in  section  36  of  Macomb,  where 
he  died  in  1856.  His  son,  Theodore  McDon- 
ald, was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Mount 
Clemens  and  later  and  still  of  Ann  Arbor. 
James  II.  McDonald,  the  well-known  Detroit 
attorney,  is  a  grandson. 

Nun  Moe,  a  cooper  by  trade,  came  from  Ver- 
mont and  occupied  a  log  cabin  near  the  pres- 


ent residence  site  of  Mrs.  Sanders,  and  on 
the  bank  of  the  river,  a  little  further  up,  he 
built  and  ran  a  distillery,  which  was  after- 
wards owned  by  Conner  &  Grey.  He  was 
probably  a  mere  squatter,  without  title  to  the 
real  estate.  He  went  from  here  to  Frederick, 
and  later  to  Utica,  where  he  became  a  land 
owner  as  early  as  1829. 

Early  there  had  been  built  on  the  corner  of 
Front  and  Macomb,  where  now  stands  the  Ull- 
rich Savings  Bank,  a  building  which  was  used 
by  William  C airfield  as  a  store  and  trading 
post  with  the  Indians.  This  building  was  also 
later  long  used  by  Jerry  Folsom  as  his  store. 
Early,  too,  by  some  one  a  log  house  was  built 
on  the  southwest  corner  of  Court  and  New 
streets,  which  the  family  of  Oliver  Chapaton's 
parents  occupied  when  they  first  came  to 
Mount  Clemens  in  1830.  This  is  the  site  of  the 
home  of  R.  0.  Cooley,  the  merchant  of  a  lit- 
tle later  date,  who  built  there  the  building 
that  still  stands. 

In  1825  Judge  Clemens  built  a  frame  house 
on  the  same  premises  that  his  distillery  had 
occupied,  where  now  stands  George  M.  Crock- 
er ?s  home.  The  house  was  later  moved  and  re- 
modeled beyond  recognition,  and  now  stands 
on  the  northwest  corner  of  North  Gratiot  and 
Welts  streets. 

In  1828  Alfred  Ashley  built  on  the  site  of 
Fluemer's  Mill  the  hostelry  long  and  favor- 
ably known  as  the  Phelps  House,  but  at  first 
spoken  of  as  Ashley's  Tavern,  and  the  next 
year  Horace  Cady  built  a  story-and-a-half 
frame,  which  was  painted  red,  the  first  part 
of  what  in  iater  years  was  known  as  the  Em- 
pire House,  on  the  corner  of  Court  and  Cass 
streets — the  Sherman  House  corner.  The 
Shelby  Road  was  then  a  thing  of  the  future — 
the  main  travel  westerly  going  by  the  River 
Road  to  Frederick,  if  the  river  itself  was  not 
utilized. 

Sometime  prior  to  1835  were  also  built  two 
dwellings  on  the  south  side  of  Macomb  street 
between  Walnut  and  Cherry  streets,  which 
were  occupied  by  Robert  P.  Eldredge  and 
James  Williams.  On  Cass  street  besides  those 
buildings  already  noted  were  the  dwellings  of 
Fletcher,  where  now  stands  the  Clementine 
Bath  House;  of  C.  N.  Mathers,  the  wagon 
maker  (the  first  brick  structure  in  the  place) 
on  the  Fenton  House  site;  of  Theron  Patter- 
son, the  mason,  about  where  now  stands  the 
home  of  the  late  E.  Wright  Hall,  next  west 
of  the  T.  W.  Snook  place;  and  the  dwelling 
which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Olympia  Bath 
House,  occupied  and  probably  built  by  Jere- 
miah Folsom,  the  merchant. 
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These  last  mentioned  dwellings,  together 
with  the  Empire  House  on  the  Gratiot  corner 
and  the  store  built  by  Allen,  then  occupied  by 
Fletcher,  were  all  the  buildings  on  Cass  in 
1835.  South  of  that  street  there  were  only 
a  school  on  the  high  bank  about  where  now 
the  office  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Brewing  Com- 
pany and  the  Richard  Butler  home  (after 
known  as  the  Oliver  House),  where  is  now  the 
Medea  Bath  House.  Soon  after,  however,  on 
South  Gratiot,  Aaron  Weeks  built  what 
is  now  the  Goldenbogen  boarding  house  (No. 
22)  ;  R.  P.  Eldredge  his  residence,  where  he 
died  (No.  50)  ;  Capt.  Sylvester  At  wood  a 
house,  where  now  stands  the  Newr  National 
Hotel  (long  known  as  the  Kimmeritz  home, 
with  large,  square  pillars  to  its  porch)  ;  Fred- 
erick Hatch,  the  house  long  the  Moser  home- 
stead, now  the  Florence  Cottage  (No.  53),  and 
John  J.  Leonard,  the  lawyer,  the  house  long 
used  as  the  James  Snook  homestead,  where  the 
Fairview  now  stands  (No.  43).  About  that 
time,  too,  Aaron  Weeks  built  on  the  east  side 
of  South  Gratiot,  not  far  from  Cass,  a  store 
building  and  later  the  Clinton  House  on  the 
corner  with  its  second  story  running  up  over 
the  store  also.  Prior  to  1835  Dr.  Lee  had  built 
the  large,  pretentious  frame  house  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  Market  and  Walnut 
streets,  a  mansion  in  its  day,  the  main  part  of 
which  still  stands;  and  Dr.  Taylor  had  built 
him  a  house  on  the  river  side  of  Front  street 
just  below  New  street. 

It  is  believed  that  mention  has  been  made  of 
all  buildings,  so  far  as  they  can  be  ascertained, 
put  up  in  the  village  prior  to  the  influx  of 
population  and  the  stirring  times  of  the  mid- 
dle thirties.  Mount  Clemens  had,  perhaps,  not 
its  full  share,  yet  a  goodly  share  in  the  pros- 
perity and  boom  that  affected  Michigan  and 
all  the  northwest  after  the  Erie  Canal  was 
opened,  and  in  general  "good  times"  that 
preceded  the  panics  and  financial  disasters  of 
1837,  and  the  years  following.  In  1835  the 
first  addition  to  the  original  village  of  Mount 
Clemens  was  platted  and  recorded  by  Robert 
P.  Eldredge.  It  included  the  land  outside 
of  Clemens7  plat  lying  south  of  Cass  street 
as  far  as  and  including  his  own  residence  and 
west  of  Gratiot  nearly  as  far  as  South  avenue. 
It  is  worthy  of  passing  notice  that  the  survey- 
or of  the  plat  was  William  A.  Burt  of  solar 
compass  fame.  It  may  not  be  strictly  true  to 
call  this  the  first  addition,  since  it  is  certain 
that  Christian  Clemens  had  caused  the  same 
lands  included  afterwards  in  Mullett's  sur- 
vey to  be  platted  and  a  survey  thereof  to  be 
made  by  A.  E.  Hathon,  a  prominent  surveyor 


of  Detroit.  Some  lots  were  sold  by  this  plat, 
but  it  was  never  put  on  record.  In  December, 
1835,  Clemens  sold  a  tract  of  land,  which  in- 
cluded all  of  the  lots  afterwards  platted  in 
Mullett's  survey  of  the  village,  to  Rodney  0. 
Cooley,  Edward  Brooks  and  Enoch  Jones,  who 
the  next  year  recorded  their  plat  thereof  made 
by  John  Mullett,  also  a  prominent  Detroit  sur- 
veyor. The  new  proprietors,  excepting  Cooley, 
were  Detroit  men,  and  to  Cooley  fell  the  work 
of  making  the  new  real  estate  enterprise  pay. 
For  a  while  he  did  a  lively  real  estate  busi- 
ness and  the  little  village  fairly  boomed.  The 
plat  included  all  of  the  present  city  lying 
east  of  North  Gratiot,  west  and  north  of  the 
river,  and  the  original  Clemens  plat,  and  also 
some  eight  blocks  west  of  Gratiot,  lying  be- 
tween Macomb  and  Cherry  streets,  and  the 
Ashley  lands  platted  in  1845  as  Ashley's  Ad- 
dition. Cooley  had  been  a  resident  here  for 
some  time,  it  seems,  as  he  was  a  land  owner 
as  early  as  1833  and  very  early  held  county 
and  local  offices.  He  kept  a  general  store  on 
Front  street  not  far  south  of  New  street  on 
the  river  side,  and  did  a  thriving  and  paying 
business,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  size  of  his 
estate  when  he  died  in  1838,  upwards  of 
$38,000 — a  millionaire  fortune  for  a  back- 
woods town  of  those  days,  Green  Freeman 
was  for  several  years  before  his  death  associ- 
ated with  Mr.  Cooley  and  became  after  his 
death,  with  Alfred  Ashley,  administrator  of 
his  estate.  Cooley  left  no  family  here.  He 
first  lived  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Macomb 
and  Front  streets  and  later  built  the  house 
that  still  stands  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Court  and  New  streets,  where  he  continued  to 
live  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  The  date  of 
its  erection  is  uncertain,  but  as  it  was  con- 
sidered at  that  time  the  most  pretentious 
house  in  the  village,  it  was  probably  before 
the  Lee  house  was  built. 

The  building  of  the  glass  factory  in  the  mid- 
dle '30s  by  Hall  and  Grovier  on  the  site  of 
the  pumping  station  of  the  Original  Bath  and 
Hotel  Company,  clown  the  river,  had  much 
to  do  with  the  boom  in  building  that  East 
street  enjoyed  in  the  next  few  years.  On  the 
north  side  of  the  street  William  Canfield. 
son-in-law  of  Judge  Clemens,  built  on  the  east 
side  of  Mullett  street  (now  Park  avenue), 
while  on  the  south  side  of  East  street  the 
Grovier  home  and  others  were  put  up,  which 
later  gave  place  to  the  present  Avery  House. 
Soon  after,  in  1838,  Dr.  Ebenezer  Hall,  James 
Snook  and  William  Beer  built  the  row  of 
houses  in  the  block  next  east  that  have  been 
known  to  us  of  later  days  as  the  Forster,  Allen 
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and  Wade  places.  Hall  &  Grovier  first  kept 
their  stock  of  drugs  and  general  wares 
in  a  small  building  near  the  foot  of  Mar- 
ket street,  but  later  built  a  more  preten- 
tious building  on  the  site  of  Donaldson  Bros. ' 
factory.  This  latter  building  proved  some- 
thing of  a  traveler  before  it  landed  on 
South  Gratiot  avenue  and  furnished  the 
basis  of  the  dwelling  long  occupied  by  the 
Grovier  family  (No.  160),  having  stood  at  one 
time  on  the  Jacobi  corner  and  later  where  now 
is  the  Mount  Clemens  Savings  Bank  build- 
ing. Mr.  Alfred  Ashley  had  before  this  time 
built  the  large  house  on  the  south  side  of  Mar- 
ket street  just  west  of  Gratiot,  which  but  a 
few  years  ago  disappeared  before  the  march  of 
time,  and  about  this  time  built  the  large  house 
much  further  up  the  street,  on  the  same  side, 
which  was  for  a  time  the  home  of  James  Wil- 
liams, and  later  for  years  of  the  L'Etourneau 
family  (No.  133).  William  Lewis  early  in 
1835  bought  the  lot  where  now  stands  the 
county  jail  and  soon  built  the  house  that  stood 
there  until  the  countv  purchased  the  lot  in  the 
'80s. 

Between  Court  and  Front  streets  on  the 
north  side  of  Macomb,  about  where  is  now  the 
gas  company's  office  (No.  22),  a  small  brick 
building  furnished  a  home  for  the  Macomb 
County  Bank,  whose  president  was  Col.  Stock- 
ton, and  cashier,  Charles  Emerson,  and  which 
later  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Tucker 
Bros.,  when  James  G.  Tucker  (father  of  our 
present  circuit  judge)  became  cashier.  Just 
west  of  the  bank  building  James  Brown,  a  ro- 
mantic and  mysterious  figure  in  the  society  of 
our  little  village,  built  a  two-story  building, 
with  stores  below  and  a  hall  above,  the  first 
public  hall  of  the  place  (aside  from  the  court 
house).  Here  political  meetings,  and,  after 
the  burning  of  the  court  house,  church  services 
were  held.  This  man  Brown  was  from  the 
south,  handsome,  versatile  and,  in  modern  par- 
lance, "a  smooth  article."  He  made  himself 
notorious  by  horsewhipping  the  first  editor, 
Mr.  Avery  of  the  Macomb  Democrat,  for  some 
fancied  insult,  and  succeeded  in  so  getting 
himself  talked  about  that  he  was  sometimes  re- 
puted to  have  been  a  pirate.  It  was,  at  all 
events,  when  he  hied  himself  hence  to  be  seen 
and  heard  of  no  more,  a  great  relief  to  the 
father  and  family  of  one  of  Mount  Clemens' 
fairest  and  most  prominent  social  young  maid- 
ens, whose  affections  he  had  won  by  his  fas- 
cinating manners  and  brilliant  tongue. 

It  was  about  1835  that  the  old  Leviathan 
Block    (where  are  now  the  Meyer  drug-store 


and  McSweeny  place,  Nos.  16  and  22  North 
Front  street),  was  built  by  Aaron  Whitney, 
Jr.,  and  his  brother,  who  for  a  short  time  were 
active  merchants  here.  Aaron  was  esx)eeially 
active  in  real  estate  dealings,  but  he  returned 
east  when  the  hard  times  came  on  and  no  fam- 
ily or  relatives  were  left  here  by  him.  As 
early  as  this,  too,  there  had  been  put  up  a 
small  frame  building  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  Gratiot  and  Macomb,  where  Robert  F.  East- 
man, who  came  in  1835,  lived  and  kept  store. 
About  1836  the  opening  of  Frederick,  and 
later  the  canal  building  there,  caused  a  de- 
mand for  better  highway  connections  than  the 
old  rambling  river  road  (now  obliterated  en- 
tirely), and  the  Shelby  Road  was  opened.  The 
wild-cat  times  (as  they  were  called  most  fre- 
quently) caused  so  much  building  and  so 
many  changes  that  it  would  be  tiresome  as  well 
as  useless  to  attempt  to  follow  them  all,  and 
the  detailed  and  personal  method  attempted  so 
far  in  this  history  must  be  abandoned  for  a 
more  statistical  and  hence  dryer  and  less  in- 
teresting method. 

March  13,  1837,  an  act  was  approved  incor- 
porating the  village  of  Mount  Clemens,  author- 
izing the  election  of  a  president,  recorder  and 
six  trustees.  But  the  excitement  and  changes 
incident  to  the  panic  that  struck  the  country 
at  that  time  and  the  total  prostration  of  en- 
terprises that  followed  seems  to  have  con- 
sumed all  the  energies  and  attracted  all  the  at- 
tention of  the  people,  and  nothing  seemed  to 
have  been  done  towards  observing  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act.  In  1851,  by  an  act  approved 
April  4th,  the  village  was  again  incorporated 
and  from  that  time  until  April,  1879,  when  the 
city  organization  was  effected,  the  village  was 
in  full  operation.  Amendments  to  the  act  of 
village  incorporation  were  made  by  the  legis- 
latures of  1853,  1863,  1873  and  1875,  the  act 
of  1873  providing  for  increase  in  territory. 
A  list  of  the  village  officers  will  prove  interest- 
ing as  furnishing  a  partial  list  of  the  active 
citizens  of  the  village  and  may  have  also  a 
reference  value.  The  presidents  of  the  village 
were  as  follows:  Daniel  Lutes,  1851;  Benja- 
min Robertson  (father  of  George  W.  of  Cass 
avenue),  1852;  Edward  C.  Gallup,  1853;  John 
Stockton,  1854;  John  S.  Parks,  1855;  Eben 
W.  Hall,  1856;  Joshua  B.  Dickinson,  1857-8: 
Giles  Hubbard  1859;  Win.  S.  Robinson, 
1860-1;  Geo.  B.  Van  Eps,  1862;  John  E.  Van 
Eps,  1863 ;  Joshua  B.  Dickinson,  1864 ;  Oliver 
Chapaton,  1865;  Judson  S.  Farrar,  1866; 
Thomas  W.  Snook,  1867 ;  George  B.  Van  Eps, 
1868;  Oliver  Chapaton,  1869;  T.  L.  Sackett, 
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1870 ;  John  II.  Connor,  1871 ;  Myron  White, 
1872;  James  B.  Eldredge,  1873;  Thomas  M. 
Crocker,  1874-7;  Charles  S.  Groesbeck,  1878. 

The  various  recorders  of  the  village  were : 
George  Scott,  1851;  Robert  Thomson,  1852; 
John  S.  Fletcher,  1853;  Joel  C.  McDonald, 
1854 ;  George  Scott,  1855 ;  Sam  A.  Fitch,  1856 ; 
John  S.  Fletcher,  1857;  James  B.  Eldredge, 
1858-9;  Oliver  Chapaton,  1860-2;  Ira  Stout, 
1863-4;  William  S.  Robinson,  1865-6;  T.  C. 
Bradford,  1867;  William  S.  Robinson,  1868; 
T.  J.  West,  1869 ;  W.  S.  Robinson,  1870 ;  My- 
ron White,  1871 ;  Charles  S.  Groesbeck,  1872 ; 
James  M.  Heath,  1873;  Henry  W.  Babcock, 
1874-8. 

The  various  treasurers  of  the  village  were : 
Robert  Thomson,  1851;  George  C.  Fletcher, 
1852;  D.  C.  Williams,  1853;  George  C.  Van 
Eps,  1854;  Silas  Dixon,  1855;  Wesley  Hin- 
man,  1856;  Silas  Dixon,  1857;  D.  C.  Williams, 
1858 ;  Abe  Wise,  1859 ;  J.  II.  Connor,  1860 ; 
John  E.  Van  Eps,  1861;  Joseph  Hubbard, 
1862;  Robert  Shook,  1863;  Oliver  Chapaton, 
1864-5;  William  Flummer,  1866;  G.  B.  Van 
Eps,  1867;  Silas  Dixon,  1868;  T.  W.  Snook, 
1869;  E.  J.  Tucker,  1870;  John  Otto,  1871-2 
Paul  Ullrich,  1873;  Robert  Shook,  1874;  Will 
iam  E.  Hall,  1875-6;  Robert  Shook,  1877 
Charles  Moser,   1878. 

The  various  trustees  of  the  village  were 
1857— John  E.  Van  Eps,  A.  L.  Gurber,  W.  L 
Rutter,  Benjamin  Robertson,  Giles  Hubbard 
1858 — Henry  Taylor,  Sr.,  Francis  Latour- 
neau,  George  Nicholls,  Ed.  J.  Tucker,  D.  C. 
Williams.  1859 — George  B.  Van  Eps,  Charles 
Moser,  Orrin  AV.  DeLano,  Abe  Wise,  Loren 
Phelps.  1860— John  IT.  Connor,  Elisha  West, 
Myron  White,  Joshua  B.  Dickinson,  Henry 
H.  Huntington.  1861 — Myron  White,  Dennis 
McCafferty,  Elisha  West,  J.  H.  Connor,  John 
E.  Van  Eps.  1862— David  Shook,  John  Tuck- 
er, Joseph  Hubbard,  John  M.  Sanders,  Loren 
Phelps.  1863 — Varnum  Lufkin,  Bruno  Van 
Landeghem,  George  O.  Nicholls,  Robert  Shook, 
Aug.  Dahm.  1864 — C.  Generoux,  Dennis  Mc- 
Caffertv,  William  Flummer,  Fred  Hatch, 
Oliver  Chapaton.  1865— Elisha  West,  W.  S. 
Donaldson,  Charles  Ullrich,  John  I.  Fraser,  G. 
O.  Nicholls.  1866— William  Flummer,  J.  E. 
Van  Eps,  Michael  Stapleton,  Varnum  Lufkin, 
John  Roskopp.  1867 — Silas  Dixon,  A.  Strong, 
G.  B.  Van  Eps,  Varnum  Lufkin,  Alvin 
Brandy.  1868 — Silas  Dixon,  Varnum  Luf- 
kin, A.  Brandy,  Alex  Strong,  Thomas  W. 
Shook.  1869— Theo.  Traver,  A.  T.  Donaldson, 
J.  E.  Van  Eps,  William  M.  Connor,  T.  W. 
Snook.  1870— S.  Dixon,  William  Flummer,  P. 
P.  Griner,  M.  Peltier.    1871 — Varnum  Lufkin, 


Robert  Hunt,  William  Heine,  John  Otto,  D. 
McCafferty.  1872— Ed.  Lewis,  John  Otto, 
William  Heine,  W.  S.  Donaldson,  Varnum 
Lufkin.  1873— Robert  Shook,  Paul  Ullrich, 
John  Roskopp,  Edward  Tremble,  C.  S.  Groes- 
beck. 1874— Robert  Shook,  Caspar  Peters,  C. 
D.  Crittenden,  Emanuel  Mandel,  J.  M.  Heath. 
1875— C.  S.  Groesbeck,  E.  J.  Tucker,  B.  B. 
Hess,  D.  C.  Tilden,  G.  W.  Robertson,  J.  Ros- 
kopp, William  Heine,  G.  R,  Law.  1876— B. 
Van  Landeghem,  V.  Lufkin,  F.  G.  Kendrick, 
G.  W.  Robinson,  John  E.  Van  Eps,  Joseph 
Lonsby.  1877 — John  Otto,  John  E.  VanEps, 
William  S.  Donaldson,  Joseph  Lonsby.  1878 
— Jacob  Roessel,  Ed.  W.  Lewis,  Ed.  Trombley, 
Henry  Fries. 

The  formation  of  the  city  in  1879  coincides 
with  the  commencement  of  a  new  epoch  in  the 
history  of  Macomb  county,  since  about  that 
time  commenced  a  period  of  prosperity  and 
growth  much  more  marked  than  any  other. 
All  reference  to  the  bathing  and  hotel  indus- 
tries which  have  played  so  prominent  a  part 
in  modern  Mount  Clemens  will  be  left  to  an- 
other chapter,  as  will  the  little  that  will  be 
said  of  the  schools,  churches  and  fraternal 
organizations.  Interesting  though  it  might  be, 
time  and  space  forbid  any  attempt  to  follow 
chronologically  or  in  detail  the  various  enter- 
prises which  interested  Mount  Clemensites, 
and  only  a  mere  reference  will  be  made  to 
some  of  the  more  public  and  successful  ones, 
but  much  could  be  learned  of  the  others  in  the 
information  scattered  through  the  chapter  en- 
titled "Old  Mount  Clemens  Families  and 
Residents, ' '  and  the  biographical  sketches  else- 
where included  in  this  volume. 

The  Eldredge,  Mullett  and  Ashley  additions 
have  been  referred  to. 

In  1845  Aaron  Weeks  platted  the  addition 
which  included  lots  on  both  sides  of  North  ave- 
nue for  a  short  distance  north  of  Cass,  and 
the  following  year  Eraser's  Addition,  which 
included  lands  from  South  Walnut  street 
westerly  on  each  side  of  Maple  avenue,  was 
made.  Although  Robertson's  addition,  which 
covered  nearly  all  of  the  land  south  of  the 
original  plat  lying  east  of  the  line  of  Smith 
street,  must  have  been  platted  much  earlier, 
the  official  plat  of  it  was  not  made  or  reported 
until  1851.  No  further  additions  to  the  vil- 
lage were  made,  although  considerable  growth 
took  place,  until  1870,  when  Giles  Hubbard 
platted  a  strip  running  from  North  avenue 
westerly,  lying  on  both  sides  of  Grand  avenue ; 
and  two  years  later  R.  P.  Eldredge  platted  his 
second  addition,  running  from  Cass  avenue 
on  each  side  of  Eldredge  street  northerly  to 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  MACOMB  COUNTY 


58i 


the  railroad.  In  the  years  1874  and  1875  no 
less  than  ten  subdivisions  and  additions  were 
made  to  the  village — being  Moross,  Ferrin  and 
Welts  Additions,  and  the  Greiner  and  Butler 
subdivisions  of  parts  of  the  Robertson  Addi- 
tion in  1874,  and  the  Zuhn  and  Van  Eps  Ad- 
ditions and  the  Beyne,  Lewis  and  Brehler,  and 
Paul  Ullrich  subdivisions  of  parts  of  the  Rob- 
ertson Addition  in  1875. 

The  construction  of  the  Michigan  Division 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  System  in  1859, 
under  the  name  of  the  Detroit,  Chicago  and 
Grand  Trunk  Junction  Railway  Company, 
gave  our  village  its  first  railroad  connections 
from  the  outside  world,  and  sounded  the  death 
knell  of  the  old-time  stage  line.  Its  construc- 
tion brought  to  the  village  many  new  resi- 
dents, several  of  whom,  appreciating  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  place,  became  permanent 
citizens. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


ORGANIZATION  AND  POLITICAL  DIVISIONS  OF  THE 
COUNTY. 

As  has  been  heretofore  noted,  Macomb 
county  was  organized  by  the  proclamation  of 
Governor  Cass  January  15th,  1818,  and  by 
that  proclamation  was  made  to  include  all  of 
the  land  north  of  the  base  line  (north  line  of 
Wayne  county)  included  in  the  territory, 
the  Indian  title  to  which  was  relinquished  by 
the  Treaty  of  Detroit,  1807.  This  comprised 
all  of  the  land  east  of  the  principal  meridian 
and  north  of  the  base  line  and  south  of  a  line 
drawn  from  White  Rock  on  the  shore  of  Lake 
Huron  to  a  point  on  the  principal  meridian  di- 
rectly west  of  the  mouth  of  Lake  Huron,  and 
included  all  of  the  land  in  the  present  coun- 
ties of  Macomb,  Oakland,  Livingston,  Gene- 
see, Lapeer  and  St.  Clair,  and  also  the  bulk 
of  Sanilac  and  Shiawassee  counties,  the  east 
half  of  Ingham  county  and  the  southern  por- 
tion of  Tuscola  county.  The  county  was  the 
third  county  in  the  state  to  be  organized,  being 
preceded  by  Wayne  county  in  1796  and  Mon- 
roe county  in  1817.  By  proclamation  of  April 
8th,  1818,  Governor  Cass  divided  the  new 
county  into  two  townships,  the  dividing  line 
between  which  was  a  line  drawn  due  west  from 
the  mouth  of  Swan  Creek,  the  northerly  town- 
ship being  designated  St.  Clair  and  the  south- 
erly one  Huron.  On  August  12th,  1818,  Gov- 
ernor Cass,  because  of  a  petition  presented  to 
him  "signed  by  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  the 
county   of  Macomb,   requesting  that   a  new 


township  be  laid  out  therein,'7  by  proclama- 
tion established  the  township  of  Harrison,  to 
include  all  of  the  county  which  lay  east  of  a 
line  between  private  claims  144  and  129  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river  extending  to  Salt  River 
and  east  of  a  line  between  private  claims  175 
and  178  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  in- 
cluding also  ' '  the  settlements  northeast  of  the 
base  line  near  Milk  River  on  the  lake  shore  to 
the  mouth  of  said  River  Huron." 

The  county  ivas  not  long  to  enjoy  such  ex- 
tensive domains,  since  by  proclamation  of  Jan- 
uary 12th,  1819,  Oakland  county  was  estab- 
lished, which,  however,  did  not  take  effect 
until  January  1st,  1823.  By  this  all  the  ter- 
ritory lying  west  of  our  present  westerly 
boundary  and  included  in  the  first  six  tiers 
of  townships  north  of  the  base  line  was  set 
off  as  Oakland  county.  Before  this  act  went 
into  effect  the  county  of  St.  Clair  was  set 
off,  which  by  the  proclamation  of  March  28th, 
1820,  reduced  the  county  of  Macomb  to  its 
smallest  area  that  it  has  ever  had,  leaving  it 
to  include  only  the  present  townships  of 
Washington,  Ray,  Lenox,  Shelby,  Macomb, 
Chesterfield,  Sterling,  Clinton,  Harrison,  War- 
ren and  Erin.  However  on  September  10th, 
1822,  Governor  Cass  issued  a  new  proclama- 
tion by  which  the  township  of  Bruce  and  the 
west  half  of  Armada  were  added  to  the  county 
of  Macomb. 

In  July,  1824,  the  township  of  Huron  was 
changed  to  Clinton  and  by  the  same  act  the 
name  of  the  river  was  changed  to  Clinton, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  confusion  and  uncer- 
tainty arising  from  the  number  of  streams 
and  places  that  had  been  given  the  name 
of  Huron  in  the  state.  This  was  the  third 
name  that  we  know  of  borne  by  our  river, 
since  it  was  commonly  known  among  the 
Indians  and  the  very  early  French  by  the 
name  of  Nattawasippee. 

April  12th,  1827,  the  county  was  divided 
into  five  townships,  viz :  the  township  of  Wash- 
ington, including  the  present  Bruce  and 
Washington;  Shelby,  including  the  present 
Shelby  and  Sterling ;  Ray,  including  the  pres- 
ent Ray  and  the  west  half  of  Armada ;  Har- 
rison, including  Lenox,  Chesterfield  and  our 
present  Harrison ;  and  Clinton,  which  included 
Macomb,  Clinton,  Warren  and  Erin.  In  1832 
Macomb  was  extended  to  its  present  size  by 
the  addition  of  the  township  of  Richmond,  and 
the  east  half  of  Armada,  the  act  to  take  effect 
March  31st,  1833,  the  new  territory  being 
added  to  the  township  of  Ray.  March  9th, 
1833,  the  north  half  of  the  township  of 
Washington  was  formed  into  a  new  township 
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to  be  called  Bruce,  and  in  the  same  year,  on 
April  22d,  the  present  townships  of  Armada 
and  Richmond  were  formed  into  a  newT  town- 
ship to  be  called  Armada,  the  first  township 
meeting  of  which  was  to  be  held  at  the  house 
of  Edmond  Stewart.  By  the  act  of  March  7th, 
1834,  Ray  township  w^as  made  to  include  the 
present  towTnships  of  Ray  and  Lenox,  and 
Macomb  to  include  the  present  townships  of 
Macomb  and  Chesterfield,  and  Harrison  re- 
duced to  its  present  size.  Prior  to  this  time 
the  line  between  Clinton  and  Harrison  had 
been  run  so  as  to  include  in  Clinton  the  farm 
of  Jos.  Sansfacon  (private  claim  164). 

On  March,  1835,  the  present  township  of 
Sterling  wras  taken  from  Shelby  township  and 
made  the  township  of  Jefferson,  and  March 
11th,  1837,  Clinton  was  reduced  to  its  present 
size  and  the  townships  of  Hickory  and  Orange 
were  organized;  the  township  of  Hickory  in- 
cluded the  territory  of  the  present  towrnship 
of  Warren,  except  sections  12,  13,  24,  25  and 
36  thereof,  which  were  added  to  the  territory 
now  included  in  Erin  to  constitute  the  town- 
ship of  Orange.  March  20th,  1837,  Lenox 
was  separated  from  Ray  and  on  March  6th, 
1838,  Richmond  from  Armada.  At  the  same 
time  the  name  of  Jefferson  was  changed  to 
Sterling.  April  2d,  1838,  the  township  of 
Hickory  was  changed  to  Alba,  and  was  in- 
creased by  the  addition  of  the  sections  of  town- 
ship 1,  12  east,  which  had  heretofore  been  in- 
cluded in  the  township  of  Orange  as  above 
mentioned.  In  1839  (March  26th)  Warren 
was  given  its  present  name  and  in  1842  (Feb- 
ruary 26th)  the  township  of  Chesterfield  was 
separated  from  Macomb.  March  9th,  1843, 
Irish  patriotism  triumphed  and  secured  the 
change  of  name  from  Orange  to  Erin,  leaving 
the  county  divided  into  townships  substantial- 
ly as  at  present.  Section  36  of  Warren  has 
been  transferred  back  and  forth  from  Warren 
to  Erin  several  times  and  some  slight  modifica- 
tions have  taken  place  in  the  boundary  line 
between  Clinton  and  Harrison. 

In  1848  a  scheme  was  set  on  foot,  evidently 
at  the  instigation  of  the  residents  about  Al- 
mont,  to  establish  a  new  county  to  be  called  the 
county  of  Almont.  This  contemplated  taking 
from  Macomb  the  townships  of  Bruce  and  Ar- 
mada, seventy-two  square  miles  with  a  popu- 
lation of  2,425.  The  scheme  wras  defeated,  be- 
ing reported  adversely  to  by  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  house,  as  it  would  take  from 
the  county  of  Macomb  "now  the  smallest  in 
the  state  in  point  of  territory"  and  leave  it 
with  "eight  square  miles  less  than  the  mini- 
mum limit  fixed  by  the  constitution." 


An  amusing  bit  of  confusion  arose  at  the 
time  of  the  organization  of  the  townships  of 
Hickory  and  Orange.  The  first  election  of 
Orange  was  designated  to  be  held  at  the  house 
of  Louis  Groesbeck,  and  the  first  election  of 
Hickory  at  the  house  of  Louis  B.  Chapaton. 
Now  it  happened  that  Chapaton  lived  in  the 
new  town  of  Orange  and  Groesbeck  in  Hick- 
ory. The  provision  of  the  statutes  led  to  con- 
fusion and  uncertainty  on  the  part  of  the  vot- 
ers. The  people  of  Hickory  took  possession  of 
the  polling  place  fixed  by  the  act  for  Orange 
and  there  held  their  election,  as  it  was  really 
intended  they  should.  The  people  of  Orange 
failed  to  hold  an  election.  A  special  election 
was  provided,  to  be  held  in  Orange  on  June 
30th,  1837,  by  act  of  the  legislature  at  its  spe- 
cial session  in  1837,  and  the  election  held  by 
the  people  of  Hickory  at  the  improper  place 
was  ratified.  At  the  October  session  of  1837 
of  the  board  of  supervisors,  accordingly, 
George  Bolan  appeared,  representing  Hickory 
and  John  B.  Cottrell  representing  Orange. 

In  1837  there  was  a  return  to  the  commis- 
sioner's system  of  administering  the  affairs  of 
the  county  which  had  been  in  vogue  up  to 
1827.  The  first  commissioners  were  Solomon 
Porter,  Sanford  H.  Corbin  and  Ephraim  Cal- 
kins. They  organized  as  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners November  20th,  1838.  In  1841  Neil 
Gray,  Jr.,  succeeded  Corbin  and  in  1842 
Henry  Teats  succeeded  Solomon  Porter.  The 
last  meeting  of  these  commissioners  was  held 
March  10th,  1842.  After  that  time  a  return 
wras  had  to  the  system  of  the  county  legisla- 
ture, consisting  of  the  supervisors  of  the  sev- 
eral township.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
board  of  supervisors,  after  the  return  to  this 
system,  shows  the  following  supervisors  :  From 
Bruce,  Minot  T.  Lane ;  Washington,  John 
Keeler;  Shelby,  Samuel  Axford;  Sterling, 
William  A.  Davis •  Warren,  George  Bolan; 
Armada,  Solomon  Lathrop;  Ray,  Alexander 
Tackels;  Macomb,  Calvin  Davis;  Clinton, 
Richard  Butler;  Orange,  Solomon  Porter; 
Richmond,  James  Flowers ;  Lenox,  Aldis  L. 
Rich;  Chesterfield,  Samuel  P.  Canfield;  Harri- 
son, Henry  Teats. 

As  has  already  been  said,  Mount  Clemens 
was,  upon  the  organization  of  the  county,  des- 
ignated as  the  seat  of  justice  by  the  proclama- 
tion of  March  11th,  1818,  and  has  remained 
the  county  seat  ever  since,  but  it  has  not  been 
without  effort  that  Mount  Clemens  has  suc- 
ceeded in  holding  this  vantage  point.  Direct- 
ly after  the  burning  of  the  log  court  house, 
in  December,  1835,  a  bill  was  introduced  by 
Senator  Summers  to  provide  for  the  relocation 
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of  the  county  seat  of  Macomb  county.  It  is 
impossible  now  to  determine  exactly  who  were 
the  active  promoters  of  this  bill,  but  in  view 
of  Mr.  Summer's  home  being  at  Utica,  and  the 
fact  that  just  at  that  time  Utica  was  more 
prominent  and  active  because  of  the  building 
of  the  canal,  the  Detroit  and  Utica  Railroad 
and  other  enterprises,  it  seems  probable  that 
the  hope  of  the  promoters  of  the  bill  was  to 
secure  the  location  of  the  county  seat  at  Utica. 
February  28th  the  senate  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole  considered  the  bill  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again,  which  was  granted,  against  the 
opposition  of  Mr.  Summers.  March  3d  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  from  which  it  was 
taken  thirteen  days  later,  and  together  with 
certain  letters  presented  by  Mr.  Summers  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  Mr. 
Summers  voting  No.  March  18th  the  bill  was 
reported  out  with  amendments  and  laid  on  the 
table,  from  which  it  was  taken  March  30th, 
and,  on  the  question  of  being  put  to  third 
reading,  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  six  to  eight,  Mr. 
Summers  voting  Yes.  The  bill  again  came  up 
for  consideration  April  1st,  and  was  taken 
from  the  table ;  and  after  the  loss  of  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
was  ordered  engrossed  for  the  third  reading, 
and  passed  by  a  vote  of  seven  to  six.  The 
house,  however,  disposed  of  the  bill  very 
promptly  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause  and  indefinitely  postponing  further 
consideration  thereof.  At  this  time  the  mem- 
bers of  the  house  from  Macomb  were  DeWitt 
C.  Walker,  Samuel  Axford  and  John  Stock- 
ton. 

Another  and  more  serious  effort  to  deprive 
Mt.  Clemens  of  the  county  seat  took  place  in 
1879.  It  was  opened  by  a  petition  addressed 
to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  county, 
signed  by  Harvey  Mel  1  en  and  126  others  from 
in  and  about  Romeo,  stating  that  they  recog- 
nized the  necessity  of  the  county  having  a  new 
courthouse  and  jail  and  that  the  citizens  of 
Romeo  and  vicinity  had  subscribed  $30,000  as 
a  free  gift  to  the  county  if  the  county  seat 
should  be  located  at  the  Village  of  Romeo,  and 
asking  the  submission  of  the  question  of  the 
removal  of  the  county  seat  to  Romeo  at  the 
next  election  to  be  held.  The  controversy  be- 
tween Romeo  and  Mt.  Clemens  for  the  county 
seat  of  that  time,  was  warm  and  not  without 
its  bitterness.  The  proposition  of  submitting 
it  to  the  electors  in  the  spring  election  of  1879 
was  defeated  only  by  a  tie  vote,  and  the  ex- 
citement became  intense.  The  outcome  of  the 
controversy,  however,  was  that  the  liberal  offer 
of  Romeo  was  declined  and  the  offer  of  Mt. 


Clemens  to  furnish  $25,000  towards  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new7  courthouse  was  accepted.  This 
sum  was  secured  by  the  bonding  of  the  city  to 
the  amount  of  $20,000  and  private  subscrip- 
tions to  the  amount  of  $5,000.  The  corner 
stone  of  the  new  courthouse  was  laid  October 
21,  1880,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Masons.  On  this  occasion  a  histori- 
cal address  was  delivered  by  George  M.  Crock- 
er, then  mayor  of  the  city,  in  which  the  history 
of  the  site  of  the  building  and  of  the  former 
courthouses  were  touched  upon. 

At  this  time  the  jail  of  the  county  was  lo- 
cated on  the  north  side  of  Market  street,  a 
short  distance  west  of  Pine,  and  from  its  poor 
construction  and  its  dilapidation  was  a  dis- 
grace to  the  county.  In  1880  the  proposition 
appropriating  $10,000  for  a  new  jail  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  and  carried  by  a  small 
majority,  and  the  present  jail,  situated  on  the 
corner  of  Cass  and  Front,  was  finished  in 
March,  1882. 

Among  Macomb  County's  sons  who  have 
filled  offices  outside  of  the  County  should  be 
named  our  Congressman,  Hon.  James  L.  Con- 
ger, in  1851-3,  and  Hon.  Edgar  Weeks,  1899- 
1903;  the  Secretaries  of  State  (Michigan), 
Robert  P.  Eldredge,  1842-46;  and  William 
Jenney,  1879-82;  Thomas  M.  Crocker,  Collec- 
tor of  IT.  S.  Customs  at  Port  Huron;  Porter 
Kibbee,  Commissioner  of  State  Land  Office, 
1850-54;  Judson  S.  Farrar,  U.  S.  Consul  at 
Sarnia,  1885-89,  and  State  Adjutant-General, 
1891-93. 

In  the  Territorial  Legislature,  Macomb  was 
represented  as  follows : 

1st  Legislature,  1824-5,  by  John  Stockton 
and  Joseph  Miller. 

2d  Legislature,  1826-7,  by  John  Stockton 
and  William  A.  Burt. 

3d  Legislature,  1828-9,  by  John  Stockton. 

4th  Legislature,  1830-1,  by  John  Stockton. 

5th  Legislature,  1832-3,  by  Alfred  Ashley. 

6th  Legislature,  1834-5,  by  John  Stockton. 

The  State  Senators  who  have  hailed  from 
Macomb  with  the  sessions  at  which  they  held 
seats  are  as  follows :  Charles  Andrews,  of  Ar- 
mada, 1867-9-70;  William  W.  Andrus,  of 
Utica,  1881-82;  John  E.  Barringer,  of  Arma- 
da, 1887-89 ;  Seymour  Brownell,  of  Utica, 
1872 ;  Martin  Crocker,  of  Mt.  Clemens,  1891- 
1892;  George  B.  Davis,  of  Utica,  1899-1900: 
Robert  P.  Eldredge,  of  Mt,  Clemens,  1847-48 ; 
Neil  Gray,  Jr.,  of  Ray,  1843-44;  William  Jen- 
ney, Jr.,  1877 ;  Giles  Hubbard,  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, 1865;  Cortez  P.  Hooker,  of  Ashley  (New 
Baltimore),  1855;  Henry  C.  Kibbee,  of  Mt. 
Clemens,   1851 ;   John  N.  Mellen,   of  Romeo, 
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1873-4-5 ;  Harvey  Mellen,  of  Borneo,  1893 ;  Je- 
rome W.  Nims,  of  Washington,  1901 ;  Oel  Rix, 
of  Richmond,  1846-7;  Andrew  S.  Robertson, 
of  Mt.  Clemens,  1863;  Abner  C.  Smith,  of  Mt. 
Clemens,  1845-6 ;  John  S.  Smith,  of  Armada, 
1853 ;  John  Stockton,  of  Mt.  Clemens,  1835-6 ; 
Jacob  Summers,  of  Utica,  1837-8-9-40,  '49-50 ; 
and  Dewitt  C.  Walker,  of  Romeo,  1841-2. 

The  members  of  the  Michigan  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives elected  from  Macomb  County  are 
as  follows  :  Oliver  Adams,  Utica,  1853 ;  Sam- 
uel Axf ord,  of  Shelby,  1839-40-43 ;  Adam  Ben- 
nett, New  Haven,  1893;  William  Brownell, 
Utica,  1857-8-61-2 ;  William  A.  Burt,  Mt.  Ver- 
non, 1853  ;  Richard  Butler,  Mt.  Clemens,  1838 ; 
Fred  C.  Buzzell,  Romeo,  1893;  Chauncey  G. 
Cady,  Mt.  Clemens,  1849;  Horace  H.  Cady, 
Mt.  Clemens,  1843-65-73-74;  Ephraim  Calkins, 
Utica,  1837 ;  Lucius  II.  Canfield,  New  Haven 
(now  of  Mt.  Clemens),  1877-89-91-2;  Samuel 
P.  Canfield,  New  Haven,  1853 ;  Harlehigh  Car- 
ter, Utica  (later  of  Mt.  Clemens),  1845-50;  Ira 
G.  Chapman,  Utica,  1901-3 ;  Sanford  II.  Cor- 
bin,  Armada,  1851 ;  Martin  Crocker,  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, 1887;  Israel  Curtis,  Erin,  1849;  Calvin 
Davis,  Macomb,  1845;  Geo.  B.  Davis,  Utica, 
1895-7;  Jas.  B.  Eldredge,  Mt.  Clemens,  1863- 
1864;  Hieronymus  Engleman,  Centerline, 
1885-7;  Philander  Ewell,  Utica,  1855 ;  Cortez 

B.  H.  Fessenden,  Utica,  1842;  James  Flower, 
Armada,  1849 ;  Linus  S.  Gilbert,  Romeo,  1837 ; 
Daniel  G.  Gleason,  Richmond,  1883-5 ;  Alonzo 
A.  Goodman,  Mt.  Clemens,  1857;  Alexander 
Grant,  Utica,  1881-3;  Daniel  C.  Greene,  Ro- 
meo, 1879;  Charles  S.  Groesbeck,  Warren, 
1863-4;  Isaac  J.  Grovier,  Mt.  Clemens,  1839; 
Hiron  Hatheway,  of  Ray  and  Armada,  1842- 
1855;  Cortez  P.  Hooker,  of  Romeo  (later  of 
New  Baltimore),  1850;  Frederick  G.  Ken- 
drick,  Roseville  (later  of  Mt.  Clemens),  1869- 
1870 ;  Minot  T.  Lane,  Romeo,  1838-48 ;  Gurdon 

C.  Leech,  Utica,  1841;  Payne  K.  Leech,  Jr., 
Utica,  1846 ;  Josiah  Lee,  Ray,  1841 ;  Chas.  F. 
Mallory,  Romeo,  1863-4-5;  Elisha  F.  Mead, 
Romeo,  1867-9-70;  Harvey  Mellen,  Romeo, 
1889-91-2;  Norton  L.  Miller,  Mt.  Clemens, 
1869-70-1-2;  Isaac  Monfort,  Ray,  1835-6-7; 
Dexter  Mussey,  Romeo,  1855-7-8-9-61-2 
(Speaker  of  the  House  for  1861-2)  ;  William 
F.  Nank,  of  Mt.  Clemens,  1905 ;  Warren  Par- 
ker, Milton,  1879-81-2;  Layman  B.  Price, 
Utica,  1847;  Deliverance  S.  Priest,  Romeo, 
1871-2-3-4 ;  Henry  L.  Reeves,  Roseville,  1859 ; 
William  A.  Rowley,  Mt.  Clemens,  1895-7 ;  Hi- 
ram D.  Runyan,  Disco,  1871-2;  Peter  Schars, 
New  Baltimore,  1865-7;  Caspar  F.  Shattler, 
Roseville,  1875;  Orson  Sheldon,  Utica,  1838; 
Seth    K.    Shetterly,    Utica,    1869-77;    David 


Shook,  Mt.  Clemens,  1851;  Jacob  Shook,  Mt. 
Clemens,  1847;  John  B.  St.  John,  Sterling, 
1848 ;  John  Stockton,  Mt.  Clemens,  1840-1-50 
(Speaker  pro  tern  in  1850)  ;  Jacob  Summers, 
Utica,  1835-6;  Alexander  Tackles,  Romeo, 
1835-6-9  ;  Henry  D.  Terry,  Mt.  Clemens,  1848 ; 
Robert  Thompson,  New  Baltimore,  1859 ;  Philo 
Tillson,  Mt.  Clemens  (later  of  Romeo),  1844; 
DeWitt  C.  Walker,  Romeo,  1840-4-6  (Speaker 
pro  tern  in  1844)  ;  Frank  C.  Wells,  Warren, 
1899-1900;  James  E.  Weter,  Richmond,  1899- 
1900-1;  Thomas  M.  Wilson,  New  Baltimore, 
1861-2-75. 

Those  who,  as  sheriffs,  have  held  the  chief 
executive  office  of  the  county  of  Macomb  are 
as  follows: 

James  Fulton 1818-22 

William  Meldrum 1822-28 

M.  Nye 1828-30 

Addison  Chamberlain 1830-32 

William  Canfield 1832-36 

Abraham  Freeland 1836-38 

Calvin  Davis 1838-40 

Lyman  B.  Price 1840-42 

Amos  B.  Cooley 1842-44 

John  G.  Dixon 1844-46 

Varnum  Luf kin 1846-48 

Milo  Selleck   1848-50 

Walter  Porter    1850-52 

Thomas  Golby 1852-56 

Charles  C.  Lamb 1856-60 

Joseph  Hubbard   1860-64 

George  E.  Adair  1864-66 

Haswell  Church 1866-70 

Frederick  G.  Kendrick 1870-74 

Winfield  S.  Hathaway 1874-78 

Louis   Groesbeck    1878-80 

Thomas  W.  Newton 1880-82 

Louis  Groesbeck 1882-86 

Samuel  DeKay 1886-88 

(Died  in  office,  January,  1888.) 

William  Longstaff Jan.,  1888-89 

Frank  Culver  .  .  : 1889-92 

Leonard  Schneider 1892-94 

William  F.  Nank 1894-98 

Louis  T.  Cady 1898-1902 

Alexander  Mclnnis 1902-04 

George  P.  Eckstein 1904- 

The  Judges  of  Probate  for  the  county  have 
been  as  follows : 

Christian  Clemens 1818-36 

Prescott  B.  Thurston 1836-40 

Peter  S.  Palmer 1840-41 

(Resigned  and  at  special  election  Por- 
ter Kubbee  elected  June  19,  1841. 

Porter  Kibbee 1841-48 

Prescott  Thurston 1848-60 

Isaac  B.  Gilbert .1860-64 
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Henry  O.  Smith 1864-68 

Thomas  L.  Sackett 1868-75 

(Died  in  office,  July  15,  1875.) 

Edgar  Weeks 1875-76 

James  B.  Eldredge 1876-84 

George  M.  Crocker 1884-92 

James  G.  Tucker 1892-96 

Silas  B.  Spier 1896-1900 

Seth  W.  Knight 1900-04 

Franz  C.  Kuhn   1904- 

The  county  clerks  have  been  as  follows : 

John  Stockton 1818-25 

Thomas  Brandon 1825-26 

R.  S.  Eice 1826-28 

Robert  P.  Eldredge 1828-30 

Richard  Butler 1830-36 

Amos  Dalby 1836-46 

Robert  Thompson    1846-48 

Ira  Stout 1848-50 

Theron  Cudworth   1850-52 

John  S.  Fletcher 1852-54 

Perrin  Crawford 1854-56 

John  B.  Ellsworth 1856-58 

H.  O.  Smith 1858-64 

James  Whiting 1864-66 

William  M.  Connor 1866-70 

Charles  S.  Groesbeck 1870-78 

William  L.  Dicken 1878-82 

Watson  W.  Lyons 1882-86 

Fred  C.  Kettler 1886-90 

Watson  W.  Lyons 1890-92 

Edward  C.  Wiemann 1892-94 

Milo  W.  Davis 1894-98 

Harvey  P.  Edwards 1898-1902 

Charles  C.  Bradley 1902- 

Registers  of  Deeds: 

John  Stockton 1818-28 

William  Meldrum  1828-32 

Rodney  O.  Cooley 1832-38 

Amos  Dalby 1838-44 

Henry  Teats 1844-48 

Robert  H.  Wallace 1848-52 

John  J.  Traver 1852-56 

Norton  L.  Miller 1856-60 

George  W.  French 1860-62 

Thomas  L.  Sackett 1862-68 

Alonzo  M.  Keeler 1868-70 

George  W.  Robertson   1870-72 

Alonzo  M.  Keeler 1872-74 

Trangott  Lungershausen 1874-80 

Judson  S.  Farrar 1880-86 

Arthur  E.  Van  Eps 1886-90 

Samuel  P.  St.  John 1890-94 

Frank  W.  Preussel 1894-98 

Henry  J.  Switzer 1898-1902 

Elmer  V.  Sutton 1902- 

Treasurers : 
Christian  Clemens 1818-27 


John  S.  Axf ord 1827-32 

Hiram  Calkins 1832-34 

Horace  H.  Cady 1834-36 

Rodney  O.  Cooley 1836-40 

Henry  M.  Dodge 1840-42 

Thomas  M.  Perry 1842-48 

Allen  P.  Bentley 1848-52 

Joshua  B.  Dickinson  1852-56 

Charles  B.  Matthews .1856-60 

Edward  C.  Gallup 1860-62 

Justus  R.  Crandall 1862-66 

Josiah  T.  Robinson 1866-67 

Joseph  Hubbard February  1867-68 

(By  appointment.) 

Oliver  Chapaton 1868-78 

Charles  Tackles   1878-82 

John  E.  Barringer 1882-86 

Paul  Lef evre    1886-90 

John  Priehs 1890-94 

August  F.  Kaiser   1894-98 

Gilbert  R,  Love  joy 1898-1902 

Ferdinand  Matz 1902- 

Prosecuting  Attorneys : 

Ezra  B.  Prescott 1818-20 

George  A.  O'Keefe   1820-28 

Alexander  D.  Eraser 1828-32 

Robert  P.  Eldredge 1832-34 

Cornelius  O  'Flynn 1834-38 

DeWitt  C.  Walker 1838-40 

John  J.  Leonard 1840-42 

Harlehigh  Carter 1842-44 

William  T.  Mitchell 1844-46 

Andrew  S.  Robertson 1846-50 

Giles  Hubbard 1850-56 

Richard  Butler 1856-58 

Giles  Hubbard  1858-60 

Elisha  F.  Mead 1860-62 

Thomas  M.  Crocker 1862-64 

James  B.  Eldredge   1864-66 

Edgar  Weeks   1866-70 

James  B.  Eldredge   1870-76 

George  M.  Crocker 1876-80 

Irving  D.  Hanscom 1880-82 

(Removed  from   county  and  resigned  June, 
1882.) 

Dwight  N.  Lowell June  1882-83 

Franklin  P.  Monf ort 1883-88 

James  G.  Tucker 1888-92 

Oscar  C.  Lungerhausen 1892-94 

John  A.  Weeks 1894-98 

Franz  C.  Kuhn 1898-1904 

Allen  W.  Kent 1904- 

County  Surveyors: 

John  B.  Hollister 1830-32 

William  A.  Burt 1832-34 

Ephraim  Calkins 1834-36 

Joel  Manley 1836-44 

Charles  F.  Mallory 1842-50 
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Ludwiek  Weslowski   1850-52  make  provision  by  law  for  ascertaining  the 

Ceo   E  Adair                         1852-56  proper  objects  of  improvement  in  relation  to 

Addison  P   Brewer 1856-60  roads,  canals  and  navigable  rivers,  and  it  shall 

Ceo    II    Fenner                           1860-62  also  be  their  duty  to  provide  by  law  for  an 

/udwick  Weslowski                     1862-64  equal,  systematic,  and  economical  application 

Oscar  S   Burgess 1864-70  of  the  funds  which  may  be  appropriated  to 

Ceo   E^  Adair  "                      1870-72  these  objects." 

Osear  S   Ruraess'                               •  •  •  •  1872-74  Although  the  state  was  not  admitted  formal- 
Pi  irence  Stephens'  "  '          1874-76  ly  until  January,  1837,  it  was  then  recognized 

Ceoree  E  Adair                   1876-84  as  having  existed  as  a  state  since  November, 

C   F   Adair                                           •  •  -1884-90  1835,  when  the  Governor  came  into  office  and 

Milton  Nve   •  -1890-94  the   Legislature  met.     At  the  first  session  of 

Cortez  Fessenden 1894-1905  the  Legislature,  which  lasted  but  twelve  days, 

'  The  population  of  Macomb  county  accord-  both  houses  appointed  committees  on  internal 

ing  to  the  official  census  for  the  various  years  improvements,  and  when  the  Legislature  again 

f  Hows  •  met  m  FebruaiT,  18<36,  the  Governor  in  his 

1SaS1sV                                              •      8'892  message  recommended  as  among  the  objects 

184() 9,716  calling  for  the  attention  of  the  new  legislators 

*W*r 13,491  that   of   internal   improvements.      He   recom- 

18rQ 15'532  mended  the  appointment  of  an  engineer  or 

18?4 18414  Board   of    Commissioners   to    investigate,    an 

lgg0   '.  '.'.]'.   22,843  application  to  Congress  for  a  donation  of  pub- 

186,    '  '   22404  lie  lands  and  the  passage  of  a  law  authoriz- 

1870    \\\   27^619  ing  the  state  to  subscribe  for  a  large  amount 

1874 28,305  of  the  capital  stock  vested  in  the  companies 

188()    '       31^927  which  had   any  improvements  in   process  of 

1884 31?330  contemplation.     Many  petitions   for  the   im- 

18qq    W   31^813  provement  of  rivers,  construction  of  dams  and 

1894    \\   32,382  building  of  roads  were  granted   or  referred 

iqoo    33/244  to  committees,   and  in  the  next  Legislature, 

|^04    "'    33,095  that  of  1837,  the  work  of  internal  improve- 
ments was  pushed  forward  with  all  possible 

enargy  and  enthusiasm.     Indeed  it  has  been 

said  that  from  the  proceedings  of  her  early 

Legislatures,  it  might  well  be  imagined  that 

CHAPTER  VII.  Michigan  sought  the  privileges  of  a  state  solely 

for  the  purpose  of  building  canals,  railroads 

the  internal,  improvements  furor,  and  its  ^  t          ik(?s  and  impr0ving  rivers  and  har- 

MACOMB    COUNTY    RESULTS.  ^^       ^    ^    degired    by    th()se    in    power    to 

Michigan  entered  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  secure  either  the  absolute  ownership  by  the 
its  youth  into  the  internal  improvement  move-  state  of  the  internal  improvements,  or  the 
ment,  which  swept  over  all  of  the  Western  ownership  of  enough  stock  to  give  the  state  a 
States  in  the  fourth  decade  of  the  last  cen-  controlling  influence.  It  was  thought  that 
tury.  The  question  of  a  national  system  of  the  needs  of  the  country  could  be  better  deter- 
internal  improvements  having  been  settled  in  mined  by  the  state  than  by  a  private  company, 
the  negative  bv  the  veto  of  the  bill  for  the  and  it  was  even  expected  that  the  entire  m- 
establishment  of  the  Maysville  Road  in  1830,  come  of  the  state  could  be  obtained  from  the 
the  states  undertook  to  carry  on  the  work,  and  profits  arising  out  of  the  operation  of  these 
during  the  next  few  years  entered  upon  vast  improvements.  January  24,  1837,  the  house 
schemes  of  internal  'improvement  with  bor-  committee  made  a  lengthy  report  which  shows 
rowed  capital  to  such  an  extent  that  eonfu-  the  effect  of  the  rapid  development  of  the 
sion,  discredit  and  in  some  cases  repudiation  country  upon  the  imagination  of  the  people,  in 
followed.  The  constitutional  convention,  the  expectation  which  seems  now  little  less 
which  met  at  Detroit  in  May,  1835,  adopted  as  than  visionary  of  vast  wealth  and  prosperity 
part  of  the  constitution  this  article :  "Inter-  which  was  to  follow  the  adoption  of  the  policy 
nal  improvements  shall  be  encouraged  by  the  recommended.  Internal  improvements  wavs 
Government  of  this  state,  and  it  shall  be  the  designated  as  "the  high  road  to  national  pros- 
duty  of  the  Legislature,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  perity."    The  policy  of  internal  improvements 
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was  declared  by  this  committee  to  be  no  longer 
an  experiment,  but  to  have  been  tested  all 
over  the  country ;  that  a  study  of  the  improve- 
ments in  the  other  states  would  present  a  safe 
guide  of  the  judgment  upon  undertakings  of 
this  character.  The  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  the  new  policy  by  the  state  in  the  way  of 
increased  population,  increased  industry  and 
demand  for  products  of  the  soil  were  largely 
dwelt  upon.  The  principal  argument,  how- 
ever, was  based  upon  the  proposition  that  the 
money  was  to  be  an  investment  and  not  an 
expenditure,  and  an  estimate  of  the  income  to 
be  derived  from  the  investment  was  made. 
Speaking  of  the  development  of  the  state,  the 
committee  declared,  "The  romance  of  the  past 
age  is  the  reality  of  the  present/'  Viewed  in 
the  light  of  its  results  and  the  disasters  which 
have  followed,  this  report  and  estimate  excite 
our  astonishment  and  almost  our  contempt, 
and  yet  it  is  impossible  to  deny,  but  that  under 
the  same  circumstances  and  with  the  infor- 
mation which  was  then  available,  any  of  us 
might  have  been  equally  carried  away.  The 
result  of  the  Legislature's  work  was  the  adop- 
tion of  a  scheme  of  internal  improvements 
which,  besides  minor  details,  proposed  the  es- 
tablishment of  five  lines  of  communication  be- 
tween the  lakes  on  the  east  and  Lake  Michigan, 
three  of  which  were  railroads  and  two  canals. 
Interesting  and  inviting  as  the  subject  is,  the 
proposed  improvements,  aside  from  the  Clin- 
ton and  Kalamazoo  Canal,  must  be  passed  by 
without  other  notice  than  to  say  the  railroads 
thus  started,  ultimately  became  the  Michigan 
Central  and  Michigan  Southern  railroads,  and 
that  the  third  railroad  Avas  projected  to  start 
at  Palmer,  now  St.  Clair,  or  at  Port  Huron 
and  to  terminate  at  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
Grand  River.  The  canals  were  known  as  the 
Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  Canal  and  the  Sagi- 
naw Canal.  The  first  commencing  at  or  near 
Mt.  Clemens  and  terminating  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo  River  in  Lake  Michi- 
gan;  the  second  connecting  Saginaw  and  Ma- 
ple rivers.  For  the  survey  of  the  routes  of 
these  canals,  and  for  the  survey  of  the  St. 
Joe,  Kalamazoo  and  Grand  rivers  to  be  used 
in  connection  therewith,  the  sum  of  $20,000 
was  appropriated. 

The  report  of  these  surveys  and  of  all  the 
investigation  relative  to  internal  improve- 
ments was  adopted,  and  thus  the  state  was 
committed  to  the  undertaking  of  work  which 
was  estimated  to  cost  many  millions  of  dollars, 
and  if  carried  out  would  have  cost  twice  the 
estimate.  In  considering  the  folly  which  led 
to  the  adoption  of  such  a  course,  it  must  be 


remembered  that  Michigan,  according  to  the 
census  of  1837,  only  had  175,000  population; 
that  Detroit,  "the  great  commercial  market 
and  emporium  for  the  State,"  contained  a 
population  of  9,278,  of  whom  4,355  were  under 
21  years  of  age ;  that  the  means  of  communica- 
tion through  the  state  were  very  meagre,  and 
that  although  population  and  industry  had 
grown  most  rapidly,  there  was  little  to  justify 
the  expectation  that  business  would  increase 
to  utilize  all  the  improvements  proposed.  On 
the  other  hand,  looking  back  from  1837  upon 
the  rapid  growth  of  the  preceding  two  decades, 
the  optimist  seems  justified  in  indulging  in 
fairy  dreams  of  wealth  and  prosperity.  The 
population  of  Michigan  in  1820  was  8,896, 
showing  an  increase  in  seventeen  years  of 
twenty  fold.  The  increase  in  population  dur- 
ing the  three  years  from  1834-1837  was  over 
87,000.  As  illustrative  of  the  strength  of  the 
tide  of  immigration  flowing  into  the  state,  of 
which  Macomb  County  received  its  due  share, 
a  quotation  from  the  Detroit  Journal,  May 
12,  1830,  may  be  allowed;  "on  the  5th  inst., 
we  stated  that  the  number  of  persons  who 
landed  at  this  port  with  the  intention  of  set- 
tling in  the  territory  was  beween  400  and  500. 
The  number  since  that  date  may  be  estimated 
as  between  eighteen  and  nineteen  hundred. 
Since  the  first  of  April  (a  period  of  six  Aveeks) 
twenty-four  hundred  have  landed  at  Detroit 
alone.  Another  important  factor  in  the  high 
hopes  and  enthusiasm  of  the  time  was  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Erie  Canal  in  New  York  State,  and 
the  prosperity  which  followed  its  opening. 
This  canal  opened  a  route  by  which  could  be 
reached,  "The  territory  of  Michigan,  the  Yan- 
kee land  of  promise  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey, ' '  as  our  state  was  euphemistically 
called  in  one  of  the  toasts  of  the  day. 

Not  only  was  the  state  itself  active  in  the 
way  of  internal  improvements,  but  the  Legis- 
lature was  besieged  by  private  companies  for 
charters  authorizing  the  building  of  roads 
and  canals,  twenty-eight  of  these  being  organ- 
ized in  1838. 

The  day  after  the  approval  of  the  bill  for 
the  survey  of  the  various  routes,  two  bills  were 
approved  by  the  Governor  also  touching  the 
internal  improvements.  One  of  these  pro- 
vided for  the  borrowing  of  $5,000,000  to  be  ex- 
pended for  internal  improvements,  for  which 
bonds  were  to  be  issued,  and  the  faith  of  the 
state  pledged.  From  this  loan  was  secured  the 
most  of  the  vast  sums  expended  in  the  internal 
improvements  the  next  few  years.  The  other 
act  provided  for  the  placing  of  the  superin- 
tendence of  this  work  in  the  hands  of  six  com- 
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missioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor, 
who  should  have  charge  of  the  work,  employ- 
ing as  many  agents,  engineers,  surveyors, 
architects  and  others  as  was  thought  neces- 
sary, with  power  to  fix  their  salaries,  deter- 
mine the  rates  of  toll  and  attend  to  all  other 
necessary  details.  During  the  year,  surveys 
were  made  and  the  roads  and  canals  provided 
for,  were  located  and  the  work  begun.  The 
following  year,  the  danger  and  folly  in  such 
an  extensive  system  of  improvements  began  to 
be  apparent,  and  the  financial  panic,  which 
spread  all  over  the  country,  resulted  in  great 
difficulties  in  financing  the  proposed  improve- 
ments; difficulties  which  increased  until  they 
compelled  the  abandonment  of  the  scheme  en- 
tirely. 

Turning  now  to  the  Clinton  &  Kalamazoo 
Canal,  the  larger  part  of  which  so  far  as  con- 
structed lies  within  the  limits  of  our  county, 
it  is  interesting  and  instructive  to  follow  the 
reports  of  the  various  officials  on  the  work 
itself,  and  the  various  proposed  improvements 
in  connection  therewith. 

In  1838  the  commissioners  on  internal  im- 
provements reported  that  they  had  held  a 
meeting  at  Pontiac  for  the  purpose  of  hearing 
all  parties  interested  in  the  location  of  the 
canal,  and  that  at  that  meeting  a  resolution  was 
passed  declaring  that  the  proposed  route  was 
practicable,  and  that  the  improvement  should 
consist  of  a  canal  the  entire  distance,  rather 
than  part  canal  and  part  railroad.  They  fur- 
ther reported  that  the  surveyed  route  passed 
near  the  center  of  almost  every  county 
through  which  it  ran,  and  for  whose  benefit  it 
was  intended;  that  several  long  levels  could  be 
obtained,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  water 
procured  for  all  seasons  and  at  a  moderate  ex- 
pense. ' '  That  the  question  is  now  settled,  and 
it  remains  for  the  Legislature  to  say  how  soon 
a  work  so  splendid  shall  be  commenced  and 
forced  to  its  completion.  At  this  date  there 
is  no  doubt  in  the  public  mind  as  to  the  supe- 
rior advantages  of  canals  over  railroads  in  the 
country  on  the  immediate  line  of  the  improve- 
ment, when  heavy  and  bulky  articles  are  to 
be  transported.  For  the  convenience  of  pas- 
sengers, Michigan  has  now  three  railroads  in 
progress,  running  across  the  state,  and  this 
canal  will  do  all  the  heavy  transportation  to 
and  from  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Grand 
and  Kalamazoo  rivers.  This  improvement  will 
place  Michigan  before  any  of  her  sister  states 
in  the  work  of  internal  improvement,  early 
and  wisely  conceived  and  vigorously  prose- 
cuted for  the  benefit  of  her  citizens. ' ' 


The  estimate  of  the  engineer  for  the  first 
sixty  miles  west  of  Mt.  Clemens  was  submit- 
ted. From  Utica  eastward  there  were  two 
routes  proposed,  one  to  Mt.  Clemens,  a  dis- 
tance of  eight  miles,  and  one  to  L?  Anse 
Creuse,  a  distance  of  ten  miles.  The  Mt.  Clem- 
ens route  was  estimated  to  cost  more  per  mile, 
but  less  in  the  aggregate.  From  Utica  west- 
ward, there  were  also  two  routes  proposed, 
one  known  as  the  Rochester  route,  which  was 
afterwards  adopted,  and  the  other,  Troy  and 
Auburn  route.  The  estimate  of  the  total  cost 
of  the  61  miles  lying  east  of  Oar  Creek  to 
L'Anse  Creuse  Bay  was  $1,000,701,  and  of  the 
shorter  route  to  Mt.  Clemens,  $990,550.29.  The 
estimate  of  the  commissioners  of  the  entire 
length  of  the  canal  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kala- 
mazoo River  was  216  miles,  with  an  entire  cost 
of  construction  of  $2,250,000. 

By  the  report  of  James  B.  Hunt,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Clinton  &  Kalamazoo  Canal, 
made  in  January,  1839,  it  appears  that  he 
succeeded  James  Hurd,  Chief  Engineer  on  the 
canal,  the  May  preceding  and  immediately 
proceeded  to  let  the  contract  for  that  part  of 
the  canal  commencing  at  Mt.  Clemens,  and 
running  as  far  west  as  the  appropriation 
would  reach.  That  the  part  between  Mt. 
Clemens  and  Utica  was  advertised  to  be  let 
June  28,  1838,  at  which  time  about  60  pro- 
posals were  received  for  the  whole  or  different 
j) arts  of  the  work.  That  the  stone  lock  con- 
necting the  canal  with  the  river  at  Mt.  Clem- 
ens was  let  to  Alexander  Clemens,  of  Ohio,  for 
the  sum  of  $1,400  per  foot  lift  with  lock  gates, 
etc.,  complete;  that  the  contractor  had  deliv- 
ered part  of  the  stone  which  had  been  brought 
from  Ohio;  that  the  canal  was  divided  into 
sections  of  one  mile  each,  the  first  of  which  was 
let  to  Jas.  B.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  on  that  sec- 
tion the  grubbing  was  principally  finished,  and 
considerable  of  the  excavation  had  been  made ; 
that  the  next  section  was  let  to  Robert  Wat- 
tles and  the  third  section  to  Messrs.  Plues, 
Wilson  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  "and  includes  one 
stone  lock  and  two  aqueducts  across  the  river 
on  stone  piers  with  wood  trunks;  it  is  the 
most  expensive  mile  on  the  eastern  section  of 
the  canal."  This  last  section  is  the  section 
which  would  cross  the  main  river  just  above 
where  the  Hacker  bridge  now  is,  and  the  south 
branch  at  a  point  directly  west.  We  quote 
further  from  the  report.  "It  is  known  to  the 
Board  that  the  engineers  were  opposed  to  this 
place  of  crossing  the  river,  both  on  account  of 
the  expense  of  the  first  construction  and  the 
cost  of  repairs,  as  well  as  to  the  interruption 
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of  navigation  when  repairs  should  be  required. 
The  citizens  of  Mt.  Clemens  were  opposed  to 
the  plans  of  the  engineers,  using  the  river 
from  the  mills  of  Judge  Steevens  (at  Freder- 
ick) down  to  the  village,  which  would  have 
done  away  with  the  necessity  of  these  aque- 
ducts. They  applied  to  the  Board  then  in  ses- 
sion to  make  a  personal  examination  of  the 
route  and  determine  the  manner  in  which  it 
should  be  constructed.  The  work  now  under 
contract  is  in  conformity  with  that  decision 
of  the  Board,  and  although  it  is  an  expensive 
piece  of  work,  yet  at  the  prices  paid  and  the 
great  experience  and  high  character  of  the 
persons  who  took  the  contract,  it  is  supposed 
that  it  will  be  done  well  and  more  reasonably 
than  the  undersigned  had  anticipated.  The 
stone  lock  was  let  at  $1,365  per  foot  lift  with 
gates,  etc.,  complete." 

The  question  of  constructing  the  canal  prop- 
er from  Frederick  to  Mt.  Clemens,  or  of  using 
the  river  between  these  points,  was  much  de- 
bated, both  by  the  citizens  of  the  two  places 
and  by  the  engineers  and  workmen  on  the 
canal.  The  citizens  of  Mt.  Clemens  were  evi- 
dently fearful  that  if  the  canal  itself  termi- 
nated at  Frederick  that  that  village  would  sur- 
pass Mt.  Clemens  in  population,  business  and 
importance,  as  indeed  at  that  time  it  promised 
to  do.  Accordingly  Mt.  Clemens  strongly 
urged  the  construction  of  the  canal  itself  to 
Mt.  Clemens  and  as  it  appears-  by  the  above 
report  was  successful  in  its  efforts.  Frederick, 
however,  under  the  lead  of  Judge  Horace 
Steevens,  was  equally  strenuous  in  protesting 
against  the  unnecessary  expense  incurred  by 
making  a  canal  rather  than  using  the  river, 
and  urged  that  the  river  could  be  deepened 
and  made  of  service  with  comparatively  little 
expense.  At  the  same  time  Conger  and  his 
supporters  at  Belvidere  were  vitally  interested 
and  were  strongly  urging  the  adoption  of  a 
project  which  would  practically  turn  the  river 
into  the  canal  from  Frederick  to  Belvidere  by 
the  construction  of  a  tow  path  along  its  north 
bank  and  cutting  a  new  channel  through  one 
or  two  of  its  sharp  ox-bow  bends.  This  latter 
project  also  appealed  to  the  judgment  of  im- 
partial engineers,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
influence  and  pull  of  Mt.  Clemens  people  was 
necessary  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  a  plan 
which  contemplated  making  Mt.  Clemens  a 
mere  station  along  the  line  of  the  canal. 

Turning  again  to  the  report  of  the  Engi- 
neers of  January,  1839,  it  appears  that  sec- 
tions 1,  5,  6,  7,  and  8  and  the  west  half  of  9 
were  let  to  Messrs.  Parks,  Boyer  &  Co.,  who, 
after  the  work  had  progressed  some,  obtained 


the  consent  of  the  engineer  to  a  division  of  the 
contracts  between  the  partners.  Work  was 
commenced  on  section  4,  but  not  pushed  with 
energy,  and  in  December  was  abandoned  by 
the  contractors.  The  engineer  speaks  of  the 
security  taken  for  the  performance  of  the  con- 
tracts and  the  precautions  adopted  to  the  same 
end  among  which  precautions  was  the  prohibi- 
tion "the  use  of  ardent  spirits  as  a  drink  for 
the  workmen  on  the  several  jobs,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  their  contracts."  The  second  let- 
ting did  not  take  place  until  September  18, 
and  as  it  had  not  then  been  determined  wheth- 
er both  Paint  Creek  and  Stony  Creek  should 
be  used  as  feeders,  nor  how  far  the  work  could 
be  carried  within  the  appropriation,  contracts 
were  let  only  as  far  as  Rochester.  Again  about 
60  proposals  were  received  and  contracts  were 
let  to  Elisha  Hamlin,  Jr.,  Hilton  &  Allen, 
Bronson,  Knight  &  Ingalls,  John  F.  Hamlin, 
Parshall  Hawley  &  Co.,  and  Johnson,  Niles  & 
Co.  The  engineer  reported  that  some  work 
had  been  done  on  each  of  the  sections,  except 
14,  and  much  timber  gotten  out  for  the  locks ; 
that  the  road  and  farm  bridges  were  contract- 
ed to  Jeremiah  H.  Crittenden  and  the  tim- 
bered locks  were  bid  by  Isaac  Kelly;  that  the 
work  of  obtaining  releases  of  right  of  wray 
from  the  land  owners  had  progressed  and  com- 
promises made  in  some  cases  where  damages 
were  claimed  from  parties  residing  near  the 
villages  of  Mt.  Clemens  and  Utica,  and  one 
submission  made  to  the  referees  to  determine 
the  amount  to  be  awarded  for  damages  under 
the  statute.  The  engineer  commented  upon 
the  fact  that  although  it  was  expected  that  the 
construction  of  the  canal  being  a  desirable  im- 
provement would  largely  increase  the  value  of 
the  land  through  which  it  passed,  yet  experi- 
ence had  shown  that  the  land  owners  were 
never  at  a  loss  for  an  excuse  for  making  a 
claim  for  damages  and  that  the  claims,  when 
presented,  were  generally  of  the  most  extrava- 
gant character. 

The  engineer  complained  that  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  canal  for  the  past  two  years  had 
been  only  $245,000,  whereas  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  central  railroad  had  been  $750,- 
000,  ' '  while  the  real  advantages  to  the  state  to 
be  derived  from  these  works  are  altogether  in 
favor  of  the  canal,"  and  urged  that  "justice 
to  this  important  work  requires  from  the  Leg- 
islature as  large  an  appropriation  as  has  ever 
been  given  to  any  other  improvement  in  the 
state.  It  is  destined  not  only  to  be  the  pride 
and  ornament  of  the  state,  but  at  some  future 
date  to  be  the  source  of  its  permanent  revenue, 
and  although  wre  are  not  vain  enough  to  com- 
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pare  it  with  the  Erie  Canal,  yet  who  can  say, 
that  when  Michigan  shall  be  settled  with  an 
enterprising  populace  along  the  line  of  this 
canal,  extending  more  than  two  hundred  miles 
through  as  fertile  a  country  as  even  western 
New  York,  when  Wisconsin  shall  have  reached 
the  present  population  and  wealth  of  Ohio, 
that  this  canal  shall  not  be  at  least  secondary 
in  point  of  character  and  revenue."  The 
engineer  reported  further  that  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  16  miles  from  Rochester  to  Mt. 
Clemens  would  be  $292,762.28.  That  the  esti- 
mated amount  of  work  done  on  this  portion  up 
to  January  1,  1839,  was  $16,588.42. 

Engineer  Hunt  also  comments  upon  the 
fact  that  the  money  expended  had  been  used 
upon  the  most  expensive  and  least  useful  part 
of  the  canal,  and  that  the  same  amount  ex- 
pended on  the  canal  westerly  from  Pontiac, 
where  it  could  be  constructed  cheaply  and 
without  lockages,  would  have  proved  much 
more  serviceable  to  the  inhabitants  and  much 
more  productive  of  revenue.  A  portion  of  his 
argument  upon  this  subject  is  here  presented, 
as  it  touches  upon  some  of  the  other  improve- 
ments then  under  way  in  this  part  of  the  state 
and  also  brings  up  the  subject  which  still 
haunts  us  of  the  improvement  of  the  Clinton 
River. 

' '  The  canal  commences  20  miles  from  the 
city  of  Detroit,  at  a  point  on  the  Clinton  River 
where  the  smaller  size  of  lake  vessels  only  can 
navigate,  and  then  by  a  crooked  river  naviga- 
tion with  a  bar  at  its  mouth.  When  the  canal 
shall  have  been  completed  to  Pontiac,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  27  miles,  it  is  only  about  24 
or  25  miles  from  Detroit,  the  present  business 
market  of  the  state.  At  this  point,  a  railroad 
owned  by  an  incorporated  company  runs  di- 
rectly to  the  city  and  is  now  nearly  completed. 
It  is  scarcely  to  be  presumed  that  a  person 
having  produce  at  Pontiac,  or  within  a  rea- 
sonable distance  of  that  place,  would  send  it 
by  the  canal  to  Mt.  Clemens  to  be  stored,  and 
thence  reshipped  to  Detroit  to  go  through  an- 
other process  of  storage  and  trans-shipment 
for  Buffalo  or  any  other  port  on  Lake  Erie 
with  a  consequent  expense  and  delay  of  stor- 
age and  through  a  canal  averaging  more  than 
nine  feet  of  lockage  to  the  mile,  when  the  same 
could  be  sent  in  a  few  hours  by  the  railroad  to 
a  warehouse  in  Detroit.  It  becomes  necessary 
therefore  that  the  navigation  of  the  river  from 
Mt.  Clemens  to  its  mouth  be  improved,  and  the 
obstructions  removed  by  the  time  the  canal  is 
completed,  so  that  the  large  lake  vessels  can 
meet  the  river  and  canal  boats  at  that  point 
or  that  the  work  must  remain  unproductive. 


The  remedy  is  that  the  Legislature,  the  Board 
have  no  power,  except  to  order  a  survey  of  the 
river  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information 
which  they  have  done. ' ' 

"The  expenditure  of  this  appropriation 
west  of  Pontiac,  on  a  cheap  part  of  the  work, 
without  lockages,  would  have  been  highly  ser- 
viceable to  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior  of 
the  state  and  more  productive  of  revenue ;  for 
although  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  is  more 
densely  populated,  yet  they  have  more  direct 
routes  to  Detroit  than  by  the  valley  of  the 
Clinton  River. 

"The  Detroit  &  Shelby  Railroad,  now  in 
progress  (to  which  reference  is  made  in  the 
Chapter  on  Utica  herein),  will  do  most  of  the 
business  of  the  western  part  of  Macomb  Coun- 
ty, and  almost  every  other  part  of  the  line  west 
of  Utica  for  an  easy  communication  with  the 
other  railroad  or  with  the  turnpike  to  De- 
troit. ' ' 

By  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  investigate  the  accounts  of  the  Board  of  In- 
ternal Improvement,  it  appears  that  there  had 
been  expended  on  the  Clinton  &  Kalamazoo 
Canal  up  to  February  21,  1839,  the  sum  of 
$58,661.16. 

Among  the  engineers  and  assistants  em- 
ployed on  the  Clinton  &  Kalamazoo  Canal  dur- 
ing 1838  were  Jarvis  Kurd,  chief  engineer, 
Erastus  Hurd,  Marcus  Kurd,  Cyrus  W.  Hnrd, 
assistant  engineers  (the  recurrence  of  the  fam- 
ily name  suggests  the  probable  justice  of  the 
charge  of  grafting,  which  was  early  made  in 
connection  with  this  work),  E.  R.  Blackwell, 
surveyor;  Azro  C.  Works  and  Thomas  J. 
Hunt,  second  assistant  engineers;  Ludwick 
Weslowski  (afterwards  a  resident  of  Mt. 
Clemens  for  sometime),  draftsman;  A.  B. 
Lincoln  and  Truman  Andrews,  rodmen.  The 
annual  salary  of  this  force  aggregated  a  little 
over  $10,500. 

The  efforts  of  Mt.  Clemens  having  proved 
successful,  the  actual  work  on  the  canal  was 
begun  at  Mt.  Clemens  and  evidences  of  that 
work  were  apparent  even  within  the  memory 
of  many  of  our  citizens  who  have  not  yet  at- 
tained middle  age.  The  starting  of  the  work 
on  the  canal  was  made  a  festive  occasion  by 
the  citizens  of  Mt.  Clemens,  who  in  their 
dreams  saw  their  little  village  grow  to  be  a 
magnificent  city  at  the  terminus  of  one  of  the 
most  important  ways  of  communication  be- 
tween the  far  west  and  the  eastern  markets. 
Governor  Mason  and  many  other  prominent 
residents  of  the  state  were  invited  to  attend 
the  celebration  held  at  Mt.   Clemens  on  the 
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turning'  of  the  first  sod  and  the  day  was  made 
one  of  great  rejoicing  and  hilarity.  The  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  celebration,  written  by 
Mr.  John  N.  Ingersoll,  then  a  young  man  of 
21,  just  entering  upon  his  successful  career  as 
a  journalist  appeared  in  the  Detroit  Journal 
and  Courier,  and  is  deemed  worthy  of  repro- 
duction and  preservation  here. 

THE    CLINTON   AND   KALAMAZOO    CANAL 
CELEBRATION. 

Mount    Clemens,    Friday    Evening,    Julv   20. 
1838. 
With  a  view  of  attending  the  celebration  of 
the  commencement  of  the  Clinton  &  Kalama- 
zoo Canal,  a  work  fraught  with  so  much  inter- 
est and  prosperity  to  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  Michigan,  if  not  all  of  them,  I 
embarked    on    board    of    the    neat    miniature 
steamboat   Macomb,   Capt.   Allen,   which   left 
at  2  o'clock  yesterday  for  this  place,  with  the 
representatives  of  Detroit,  among  whom  were 
Governor  Mason,  Judge  Wilkins,  and  District 
Marshal  Ten  Eyck.     The  Macomb  took  us  up 
the  lake  in  a  style  which  would  vie  with  the 
best    among   the    larger    class    of   boats.      On 
reaching  Belvidere,  which  is  about  six  miles 
from  Mt.  Clemens,  we  stoped  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  on  board  the  chosen  president  of 
the  day,   Col.  James  L.   Conger ;  but  having 
been    slightly   indisposed,    he    was    prevented 
from  accompanying  us  to  this  place  that  even- 
ing.    However,  as  the  afternoon  was  one  of 
"Fairy's  own/'  we  took  advantage  of  it,  and 
enjoying  ourselves  to  the  soul's  content,  we 
jogged  on  up  the  waters  of  the  beautiful  Clin- 
ton,   whose    narrow    and    graceful   windings 
could  not  be  discovered  from  any  one  point 
of  the  river  over  thirty  rods,  until  we  reached 
this  delightful  and  most  enchanting  spot,  so 
very   appropriately  designated  Mount  Clem- 
ens.    Here  hundreds  of  the  good  citizens  of 
the  village  and  their  gentlemen  committee  of 
arrangements     were     in     waiting     for     their 
guests,  who  were  received  from  the  boat  with 
the  cheers  and  shouts  of  the  goodly  inhabi- 
tants, amid  the  firing  of  cannon  and  the  in- 
spiring sounds  which  flowed  from  a  full  and 
excellent  band  of  martial  music,  stationed  on 
the   shore.      The   whole   body   of   citizens,   en 
masse,  then  escorted  their  guests  to  the  top 
of  the  hill,  where  is  kept  the  "Clinton  Hotel," 
by  my  young  host,  Mr.  Joseph  Hubbard,  at 
whose   spacious   house    apartments   had   been 
provided  for  the  Governor  and  suite,  and  who 
had  also   been   appointed  the   caterer  of  the 
day,   well    meriting   all   the   praise   that   was 
bountifully  bestowed  upon  him,  and  to  which 
we  would  add  in  his  behalf  our  own   small 


note  of  recommendation  for  his  excellent  man- 
agement and  the  great  attention  paid  his  pat- 
rons. 

At  daybreak  this  morning  a  signal  gun  an- 
nounced to  the  sleeping  inhabitants  of  "the 
queen  village"  the  dawning  of  the  20th  of 
July,  1838,  a  day  which  will  be  recollected  by 
the  people  of  Michigan  as  the  proudest  that 
ever  happened,  or  can  again  transpire  while 
her  soil  remains  a  component  part  of  terra 
firma.  Were  I  to  attempt  to  give  an  accurate 
and  a  minute  description  of  the  celebration  of 
the  commencement  of  this  work,  which  will 
prove,  when  complete,  second  only  to  that 
of  the  grand  Erie  Canal,  I  should  not  only 
prove  myself  inadequate  to  the  task,  but  find 
the  space  it  would  occupy  far  too  limited  for 
•my  remarks. 

At  sunrise  a  national  salute  of  thirteen  guns 
was  fired.  The  music  of  the  shrill  fife,  the  en- 
chanting sound  of  the  bugle,  and  the  harmon- 
ious beat  of  the  drum  (together  with  the  dis- 
cordant rattling  of  the  bell  of  mine  host  im- 
mediately over  the  heads  of  his  slumbering 
guests),  all  contributed  to  swell  the  import- 
ance of  the  day,  and  "change  its  stern  alarms 
to  merry  meeting." 

And  new  commenced  the  bustle  of  the  day. 
Hundreds  of  the  people  from  the  surrounding 
country  came  pouring  in,  and  with  them  the 
popular  president  of  the  day.  Even  the  red 
men  of  the  surrounding  forest  were  attracted 
to  the  village  by  these  uncommon  hilarities  of 
the  white  men,  who  told  them  that  the  former 
hunting  grounds  of  the  Indian  should  hence- 
forth serve  as  a  noble  river,  on  the  bosom  of 
which  the  floating  castles  of  their  white  neigh- 
bors would  convey  to  them  the  luxuries  of 
more  eastern  climes. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  citizens  assembled  at 
a  bower  very  tastefully  erected  on  the  public 
square  of  the  venerable  courthouse,  at  which 
place  an  oration  was  delivered  by  Robert  P. 
Eldredge,  Esq.  The  oration  was  one  which 
reflected  considerable  credit  on  the  mind  of 
the  orator.  The  time  of  commencement  was 
announced  by  a  gun,  and  as  soon  as  the  ad- 
dress was  finished,  a  large  procession  was 
formed  under  the  direction  of  Major  Henry 
D.  Terry,  the  marshal  of  the  day,  whose  untir- 
ing exertions  and  gentlemanly  deportment 
throughout  the  celebration  gained  him  many 
and  lasting  friends  who  will  ever  proudly  rec- 
ollect his  distinguished  civilities  shown  them 
on  the  occasion.  The  procession  then  moved 
to  the  line  of  the  canal,  on  section  one,  in  the 
following  order:  Marshal  of  the  day;  Music; 
President  of  the  day,  and  the  Governor  of  the 
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State;  Vice-Presidents  of  the  day;  Orator  of 
the  day;  Members  of  the  Board  of  Internal 
Improvement;  the  Reverend  the  Clergy;  In- 
vited Guests;  Committee  of  Arrangements; 
Citizens. 

On  arriving  at  the  ground,  the  president  of 
the  day,  in  a  few  pertinent  remarks  to  the 
Governor,  presented  him  with  a  spade,  when, 
after  a  brief  and  appropriate  reply  by  His 
Excellency,  he  proceeded  to  break  the  ground, 
amid  the  deafening  shouts  of  " lookers  on," 
the  roaring  cannon,  and  the  mighty  thunder- 
ing of  heaven's  own  artillery. 

After  all  the  customary  field  exercises  had 
been  gone  through  with,  the  procession  re- 
turned to  the  bower  on  the  public  square, 
where  a  sumptuous  dinner  was  in  readiness, 
of  which  we  should  think  over  a  hundred  and 
fifty  persons  partook — the  following  gentle- 
men officiating  at  the  head  of  the  table : 
President :  Col.  James  L.  Conger. 
Vice-Presidents :  Dr.  Ebenezer  Hall,  of 
Mount  Clemens;  Hon.  Judge  Clemens,  of 
Mount  Clemens;  Hon.  H.  Steevens,  of  Fred- 
erick; G.  C.  Leech,  Esq.,  of  Utica;  E.  Cal- 
kins, Esq.,  of  Shelby;  William  Burbank,  Esq., 
of  Rochester. 

After  the  cloth  was  removed  thirteen  regu- 
lar toasts  were  drunk,  accompanied  by  the 
firing  of  cannon  and  appropriate  music.  The 
volunteer  toasts,  as  well  as  the  regular  ones, 
were  witty  and  to  the  point.  The  best  spirit 
and  good  feeling  prevailed  with  all  who  were 
present,  entirely  forgetting  all  distinctions  of 
a  partisan  character.  At  the  festive  board 
they  were  as  one  man,  and  never  did  I  wit- 
ness anything  pass  off  more  happily  than  the 
celebration  of  this  auspicious  day.  In  closing 
this  letter  I  should  not  only  do  injustice  to 
my  own  feelings,  but  neglect  to  speak  the  sen- 
timent of  all  others  from  Detroit,  did  I  fail  to 
state  that  many  thanks  are  due  to  the  citizens 
of  Mount  Clemens  for  the  very  liberal  spirit 
which  has  strongly  marked  their  civilities 
throughout  the  occasion,  and  which  will  never 
be  forgotten  by  their  honored  guests. 

According  to  the  accounts  of  some  of  our 
oldest  citizens  who  recall  as  children  seeing 
this  celebration,  its  history  is  too  mildly  por- 
trayed by  the  above.  One  extremist  declares 
that  "the  male  adult  at  Mt.  Clemens  who 
didn't  get  drunk  that  day,  must  have  been 
sick  abed,"  and  that  if  any  such  rare  excep- 
tion existed  he  told  of  it  afterwards  with  cha- 
grin rather  than  pride.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  in  those  days  the  use  of  liquor,  even 
to  great  excess,  was  common  and  viewed  with 
much  more  leniency  than  it  is  to-day. 


By  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
ternal Improvements  made  under  date  of  De- 
cember 20,  1839;  it  appears  that  during  the 
year  1839,  up  to  November  30,  there  had  been 
expended  $93,221.35  beside  the  $16,429.53  ex- 
pended in  1838.  This  report  referred  to  the 
controversy  which  had  been  had  relative  to  the 
use  of  the  river  of  an  independent  canal  be- 
tween Frederick  and  Mt.  Clemens.  Engineer 
Jarvis  Hurd  had  reported  in  May  of  1839  that 
he  had  carefully  estimated  the  expense  of  the 
two  routes  and  that  by  using  the  river  route, 
cutting  across  two  narrow  peninsulas  and  con- 
structing a  tow  path,  that  $382,000  could  be 
saved  by  the  adoption  of  the  river  route,  al- 
though already  $14,000  had  been  expended  on 
the  independent  route.  He  referred  to  the 
fact  that  two  long  expensive  aqueducts  which 
would  be  exposed  to  danger  from  flood,  ice 
jams,  drift  wood  and  quicksand  under  their 
foundations  would  be  dispensed  with  by  using 
the  river  route,  which  he  strongly  recommend- 
ed i '  as  the  one  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
good  of  the  state  and  advance  the  interest  of 
the  canal  in  the  cost  of  construction,  in  the 
safety  of  the  works  and  in  the  expense  of  re- 
pairs after  the  works  are  completed. ' '  In  July 
the  engineers  appointed  by  the  Board  to  in- 
vestigate concerning  the  recommendation  of 
Hurd,  emphatically  favored  the  adoption  of 
the  river  route,  stating  that  the  shoalest  part 
of  the  stream  had  been  sounded  and  depth  of 
Avater  had  been  found  sufficient  for  the  pas- 
sage of  boats  of  the  proper  draft  for  the  canal, 
but  that  as  the  depth  of  the  water  in  the  river 
depended  upon  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  waters 
in  the  lake,  it  would  be  necessary  to  build  a 
dam  with  a  lock  attached  at  or  near  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, or  else  dredge  out  the  shoaler  parts  of  the 
stream. 

Because  of  these  recommendations  Commis- 
sioner Thompson,  to  whom  had  been  assigned 
the  charge  of  the  construction  and  manage- 
ment of  the  canal,  had  suspended  operations 
upon  the  portion  of  the  canal  lying  between 
the  two  villages.  In  July  of  1839  Commis- 
sioner William  R.  Thompson,  who  had  charge 
of  the  construction  of  the  Central  Railroad, 
at  his  request  was  relieved  of  the  charge  of 
the  canal  and  L.  S.  Humphrey  appointed  as 
Commissioner  in  charge.  He  reported  that 
work  upon  the  canal  was  progressing  satisfac- 
torily, and  suggested  to  the  Board  the  pro- 
priety of  their  recommending  to  the  Legisla- 
ture "that  a  change  be  made  in  the  line  of 
the  canal  near  the  village  of  Mt.  Clemens  so 
as  to  turn  it  into  the  Detroit  River  at  the 
city  of  Detroit ;  a  route  which  in  my  opinion 
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would  greatly  increase  the  utility  of  the  work, 
while  it  would  form  a  combination  of  inter- 
ests sufficient  probably  to  secure  its  whole 
completion. ' ' 

The  river  route  between  Frederick  and  Mt. 
Clemens  was  evidently  thereafter  officially 
adopted,  although  the  writer  is  unable  to  find 
that  the  river  wras  ever  dredged  as  was  pro- 
posed. In  March  of  1840,  a  resolution  was 
reported  to  the  Senate  providing  that  the 
canal  from  Rochester  to  Mt.  Clemens  should 
be  finished  and  put  into  operation  as  soon  as 
practicable;  "and  the  same  is  hereby  located 
and  continued  so  as  to  connect  with  Lake  St. 
Clair  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  River  at  Bel- 
videre;  and  that  said  continuation  and  con- 
nection shall  be  formed  by  means  of  a  towing 
path  to  be  constructed  along  the  northerly 
bank  of  said  Clinton  River  so  as  to  form  a 
complete  connection  according  to  the  plan  and 
survey  of  the  same  reported  by  Erastus  Hurd 
under  date  of  March  20,  1839." 

In  order  that  one  may  better  appreciate  the 
situation  of  the  country  at  this  time  and  as  a 
not  uninteresting  diversion  from  the  subject 
under  consideration,  it  may  be  well  to  note 
that  in  the  same  report  from  the  Commission- 
er on  Internal  Improvements,  it  appears  that 
the  Board  had  under  the  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  completed  the  work  of  construct- 
ing the  Central  Railroad  "from  its  termina- 
tion at  the  Campus  Martins  in  the  city  of  De- 
troit down  Woodward  avenue  to  its  intersec- 
tion with  Atwater  street.  This  work  has  been 
completed  at  a  sum  less  than  the  amount  ap- 
propriated by  the  Legislature  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  the  undersigned  regret  to  state  that 
since  its  completion,  no  use  has  been  made  of 
the  same,  and  the  apathy  manifested  by  those 
for  whose  convenience  it  was  constructed, 
seems  strongly  to  indicate  the  fact  that  as  a 
public  thoroughfare  it  is  perfectly  useless." 

In  his  message  to  the  Legislature  of  1840, 
Governor  Woodbridge  called  attention  to  the 
pecuniary  liabilities  against  the  estate  in- 
curred in  the  "prosecution  of  our  gigantic 
project  of  internal  improvements,"  recom- 
mending that  measures  be  taken  for  meeting 
these  obligations,  and  suggesting  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  that  no  allowances  be 
made  upon  any  contract,  "except  such  as  may 
have  been  entered  into  in  the  most  perfect 
good  faith."  He  further  recommended  that 
all  existing  authority  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
missioners to  enter  into  new  contracts  be  either 
abrogated  or  at  least  suspended  until  ways 
and  means  shall  have  been  provided.  Another 
indication  of  the  financial   difficulties  which 


were  constantly  arising  is  found  in  the  peti- 
tion from  some  of  the  contractors  and  the  al- 
leged contractors  on  the  canal  dated  at  Utica, 
July  28,  1839,  asking  for  relief  because  they 
had  not  received  their  pay  and  had  been  un- 
able therefore  to  pay  their  laborers.  It  ap- 
pears that  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
state  bank,  many  of  the  contractors  were  not 
paid  for  the  months  of  February  and  March 
until  April,  and  that  for  the  work  done  in 
April,  May  and  June,  they  were  paid  by 
drafts  on  John  Ward  &  Co.,  of  New  York. 
"The  wild-cat  bank  system"  then  prevalent 
had  rendered  all  financial  matters  so  uncertain 
and  unreliable  that  untold  confusion  and  dif- 
ficulty continually  arose.  Among  these  peti- 
tioners were  names  familiar  to  the  older  Ma- 
comb County  residents  like  William  Bee*r, 
James  Snook,  C.  N.  Chapell,  Cyrus  Gilbert, 
William  Adams,  and  B.  B.  Knight. 

By  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  In- 
ternal Improvements  of  1841  it  appears  that 
Alvin  Turner  had  been  appointed  principal 
engineer  and  Ludwick  Weslowski  assistant 
engineer,  May  15,  1840;  that  there  had  been 
$32,897.18  expended  from  December  21,  1839, 
to  March  31,  1840 ;  that  there  was  about  $20,- 
000  unexpended  of  the  amount  appropriated 
for  the  canal;  that  it  was  estimated  that  in 
addition  to  this  sum  about  $21,800  would  com- 
plete the  canal  from  Rochester  to  Frederick; 
that  the  cost  of  improving  the  Clinton  River 
from  Frederick  to  Mt.  Clemens,  including 
locks  into  the  river  at  Frederick,  was  estimated 
at  $51,888.17;  that  the  cost  of  completing  the 
independent  route  to  Mt.  Clemens,  including 
the  aqueducts  necessary  at  Frederick,  was 
$104,912.22.  The  Board  expressed  the  belief 
that  in  spite  of  the  increased  cost,  "should  the 
time  ever  arrive  when  this  canal  would  do 
sufficient  business  to  indemnify  the  state  for 
keeping  it  in  operation,  the  independent  route 
would  be  found  to  be  the  more  judicious,  per- 
manent and  economical."  This  opinion  was 
evidently  based  upon  the  report  of  E.  A. 
Ilathon,  chief  engineer,  as  he  reviewed  the 
relative  costs  and  advantages  of  the  two  plans, 
and  strongly  recommended  the  independent 
route.  The  Board  further  reported  that  the 
dam  across  the  Clinton  River  at  Frederick  on 
the  mill  property  owned  by  the  state  had  been 
washed  away,  causing  a  total  suspension  of 
the  operation  of  the  mill  and  a  serious  injury 
to  the  interests  of  the  state;  that  the  Board 
had  authorized  David  French,  the  agent  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  property,  and  Alvin  Turner, 
the  canal  engineer,  to  erect  a  dam  of  sufficient 
height  and  durability  to  answer  the  purposes 
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of  the  mill  and  the  canal ;  that  the  amount  ex- 
pended on  that  dam  up  to  November  30,  1840, 
was  $610.83,  and  the  estimate  necessary  to 
complete  the  same,  $710.97. 

In  1843  the  Board  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments reported  that  although  $330,330.55  had 
been  expended  upon  the  canal,  yet  it  was  in 
such  shape  that  it  was  of  no  practical  use 
and  was  fast  going  to  ruin  and  destruction. 
They  estimated  that  the  sum  of  $19,500  would 
complete  the  canal  from  Rochester  to  Freder- 
ick. This  estimate  included  the  construction 
of  locks  into  the  river  at  Frederick  and  the 
letting  into  the  canal  of  Paint  Creek  as  a  feed- 
er. The  visions  of  great  wealth  and  glorious 
markets  along  the  canal  had  vanished  and  the 
Board  cautiously  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
business  of  the  canal,  if  completed  as  recom- 
mended, together  with  the  rental  of  water 
power,  which  wrould  be  furnished  at  Freder- 
ick, would  be  sufficient  to  maintain  the  works 
and  perhaps  provide  a  balance  to  pay  the  in- 
terest on  the  further  investment  of  $19,500, 
which  they  recommended. 

In  March,  1843,  the  Legislature  adopting 
the  recommendations  of  the  Board,  authorized 
the  completion  of  the  canal  between  Rochester 
and  Frederick  conditioned,  however,  that  the 
work  should  not  be  let  at  a  price  exceeding  the 
estimates  of  a  competent  engineer.  In  accord- 
ance with  this,  proposals  were  advertised  for 
and  received,  but  as  all  of  them  were  higher 
than  the  estimates,  no  contracts  could  be  let. 
The  Board,  in  its  report  of  1844,  reported  this 
fact,  but  stated  that  the  price  of  warrants  for 
state  lands  had  advanced  sufficiently  to  make 
them  more  attractive  to  wrould-be  contractors 
and  expressed  the  belief  that  if  the  restriction 
to  the  amount  of  the  estimates  were  taken  off 
by  the  Legislature  and  a  small  amount  appro- 
priated to  cover  the  expense  of  repairing  the 
injury  done  by  the  last  spring  freshets  that 
the  canal  could  be  completed  from  Rochester 
to  Frederick  practically  within  the  appropria- 
tions. "The  work  is  rapidly  decaying  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  Legislature  will  adopt  means 
for  placing  it  in  operation,  so  that  the  portion 
of  the  work  now  nearly  completed  may  be  pre- 
served from  ruin  and  the  inhabitants  of  that 
portion  of  the  state  through  which  it  runs  be 
relieved  from  the  mortification  of  seeing  a 
work  on  which  such  a  large  amount  was  ex- 
pended entirely  neglected  and  deteriorating 
in  value  every  year  more  than  it  will  cost  to 
place  it  in  a  situation  that  will  at  least  pre- 
serve it  from  decay  and  probably  render  it  of 
some  value  to  the  state. ' ' 


In  1845  the  last  hope  of  profitable  use  of  the 
canal  appeared  to  have  vanished,  and  although 
the  committee  on  internal  improvements  re- 
ported to  the  House  in  favor  of  a  small  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  of  locking  the 
canal  into  the  river  at  Frederick,  and  thus  pre- 
venting the  canal  being  a  nuisance  and  a  men- 
ace to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  the  com- 
mittee were  careful  to  state  that  they  had  no 
hopes  that  the  canal  would  ever  prove  a  source 
of  revenue  to  the  state,  but  thought  that  pos- 
sibly it  might  provide  sufficient  to  take  care  of 
its  maintenance.  It  was  to  this  same  Legisla- 
ture that  a  recommendation  was  made  that 
Woodward  avenue  be  planked  adjacent  to  the 
depot  of  the  Central  Railroad  on  the  Campus 
Martius,  thus  making  a  continuous  plank  road 
from  the  depot  to  the  Detroit  River. 

To  the  Legislature  of  1846  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  made  a  comprehensive  re- 
port upon  the  internal  improvements  system 
wiiich  had  been  adopted  by  the  state  and 
which  had  proved  such  a  disappointing  fail- 
ure. The  entire  system  was  estimated,  when 
it  was  started,  to  be  likely  to  cost  some  $10,- 
000,000,  and  would  probably  have  cost,  had  it 
been  carried  out,  fully  double  that  sum.  The 
committee  estimated  that  approximately 
$4,392,593  had  been  expended  in  carrying  on 
this  system  of  internal  improvements,  of  which 
$392,965.91  was  expended  in  the  Clinton  & 
Kalamazoo  Canal. 

The  financial  situation  of  the  state  rendered 
it  hopeless  that  anything  further  could  be  done 
for  the  relief  of  the  canal,  and  all  hope  of  its 
completion  was  abandoned.  It  appears  by  the 
report  of  the  Auditor  General  made  to  the 
Legislature  of  1848  that  out  of  the  $406,152.37 
which  had  been  appropriated  for  the  canal 
$405,880.77  had  been  expended.  The  net  re- 
sult of  this  expenditure  of  nearly  half  a  mil- 
lion has  been  an  artificial  stream  from  Roches- 
.ter  to  Utica,  which  has  acted  as  a  mill  race  and 
furnished  water  power  for  a  few  mills  and  an 
open  drain  for  farm  lands  from  Utica  to  Fred- 
erick. The  glorious  dreams  of  white-winged 
argosies  which  were  to  make  Mt.  Clemens  and 
Liverpool  and  Frederick  great  commercial 
markets  faded  away  to  one  small  flat  boat, 
which,  laden  with  a  few  bushels  of  grain,  made 
one  or  two  trips  between  Utica  and  Kibbee's 
Mills  at  Frederick.  The  melancholy  excava- 
tion seemed  to  be  an  open  grave  in  which  were 
to  be  buried  the  hopes  and  dreams  that  mis- 
guided the  enthusiastic  minds  of  our  early 
legislators,  but  let  it  not  be  thought  that  the 
system  of  internal  improvements  was  worth- 
less, nor  without  its  beneficial  results,  disap- 
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pointing  though  it  was.  As  was  pointed  out 
in  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  1848, 
appealing  to  the  National  Government  for  aid 
by  the  granting  of  alternate  sections  of  lands 
along  the  lines  of  public  improvements  still 
owned  by  the  state  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
in  their  completion,  this  expenditure  was 
largely  instrumental  in  the  development  of  the 
country.  At  the  time  these  improvements 
were  projected,  fully  three-fourths  of  the  land 
was  owned  by  the  general  Government,  and 
the  prosperity  and  immigration  which  fol- 
lowed the  adoption  of  this  scheme  had  resulted 
in  the  purchase  of  the  larger  portion  of  this 
Government  land  by  the  settlers.  This  fact  is 
emphasized  by  the  rapidity  with  which  lands 
were  taken  up  all  through  this  country  from 
1835  on. 

Many  other  enterprises  were  projected,  vil- 
lages laid  out,  railroads  planned  and  like  im- 
provements contemplated,  which  were  more  or 
less  the  result  of  this  policy  of  internal  im- 
provements adopted  by  the  state.  Elsewhere 
in  this  work  will  be  found  more  elaborated 
mentions  of  the  villages  of  Frederick  and  Bel- 
videre,  which  are  intimately  connected  with 
the  canal  movement.  Among  the  improve- 
ments petitioned  for  to  be  made  by  the  gen- 
eral Government  in  the  memorial  of  the  Leg- 
islature adopted  1839,  was  the  removal  of  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  River,  and 
in  1840  another  memorial  to  Congress  was 
prepared,  asking  for  the  appropriation  of  $10,- 
000  for  the  improvement  of  a  harbor  and  the 
erection  of  a  light  house  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  plans  and  estimates  for  which  had  been 
made. 

Another  project  which  began  even  earlier, 
was  the  St.  Clair  and  Romeo  Railroad.  Of 
this,  Thomas  Palmer  (father  of  ex-Senator 
Palmer)  was  the  President  and  H.  N.  Monson 
was  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  By  their  affi- 
davits it  appears  that  up  to  January  1,  1838, 
$8,793.68  was  expended  on  the  road  which  a 
year  later  had  been  increased  a  couple  of  hun- 
dred dollars. 

In  March,  1837,  an  act  was  passed  incorpo- 
rating the  Lake  St.  Clair  &  Frederick  Rail- 
road Company,  which  was  to  run  from  Fred- 
erick to  some  point  on  the  lake,  either  Belvi- 
dere  or  L'Anse  Creuse.  Nothing  appears  to 
have  been  actually  undertaken  in  the  way  of 
building  this  road. 

Another  important  and  far-reaching  result 
of  the  rash  spirit  of  unrest  that  called  itself 
enterprise  that  seemed  to  take  possession  of 
the  entire  state  in  the  fourth  decade  of  the 
last  century  was  the  illy-regulated  banking 


system  that  grew  up  in  connection  with,  or  at 
least  simultaneously,  with  these  vast  schemes 
of  public  improvements.  Our  first  bank  was 
not  strictly  of  the  "wild-cat"  variety,  since  it 
was  organized  by  special  charter  before  the 
general  banking  law  was  adopted,  and  was 
theoretically  a  side  issue  instituted  nominally 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  fiscal  agent  to 
provide  the  means  of  constructing  a  railroad 
from  Mt.  Clemens  to  Saginaw  via  Lapeer. 
Yet  practically  the  distinction  was  slight,  for 
the  bank  shared  the  same  fortunes,  suffered 
the  same  dangers,  was  the  object  of  similar 
injunctions,  and  ultimately  shared  the  same 
humiliating  fate  of  extinction  as  did  its  truly 

wild-cat ' '  brothers.  As  early  as  January  20, 
1834,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  territorily 
legislative  council  by  John  Stockton,  Macomb 
County's  representative,  asking  the  incorpora- 
tion of  a  bank  to  be  located  at  Mt,  Clemens. 
Gen.  Stockton  introduced  a  bill  providing  for 
a  bank  with  a  capital  stock  of  $200,000,  to  be 
called  the  Bank  of  Macomb  County,  which  he 
endeavored  to  have  enacted  into  \  law,  but 
failed  to  do  so.  About  the  same  time  a  move 
was  on  foot  to  secure  a  charter  for  a  bank  to 
be  located  in  Shelby  Township,  to  be  called  the 
Clinton  River  Bank.  The  temporary  defeat 
in  nowise  discouraged  Gen.  Stockton,  and  al- 
though the  next  session  of  the  council  lasted 
only  nine  days  and  the  attention  of  every  one 
was  drawn  to  the  change  from  a  territory  to  a 
state,  through  which  Michigan  was  then  pass- 
ing, he  succeeded  in  getting  passed  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Macomb  &  Saginaw  Railroad 
Company,  and  for  other  purposes."  The 
"other  purposes"  proved  the  more  interest- 
ing and  important.  "Whether  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railroad  was  ever  seriously  contem- 
plated is  not  now  known,  but  certain  it  is  that 
nothing  along  that  line  was  ever  seriously  un- 
dertaken. 

The  story  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  and  of 
Macomb  County's  "wild-cat"  bank  has  been 
so  well  told  by  the  Hon.  Lewis  M.  Miller,  the 
compiler  of  our  State's  statutes  (whom  Ma- 
comb County  is  proud  to  claim  as  one  of  her 
"boys")  that  the  author  feels  he  cannot  do 
better  than  to  appropriate  bodily  the  results 
of  Mr.  Miller's  researches. 

Speaking  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  a^t,  Mr. 
Miller  says: 

"By  its  provisions  Christian  Clemens,  John 
S.  Axford,  Neil  Gray,  Azariah  Prentiss,  James 
Brown,  Rodney  O.  Cooley,  and  Lansing  B. 
Mizner  were  appointed  Commissioners  to  open 
books  and  receive  subscriptions  to  the  capital 
stock  of  the  railroad  company,  which  was  to 
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be  $1,000,000,  divided  into  shares  of  $50  each. 
.When  1,000  shares  were  taken  the  subscribers 
were  to  become  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name 
of  the  Macomb  and  Saginaw  Railroad  Com- 
pany." A  single  or  double  railroad  to  be 
located  by  Israel  Curtis,  Jacob  Tucker  and 
Charles  C.  Hascall,  was  to  be  constructed  from 
Mt.  Clemens  to  Lapeer,  and  thence  to  the  seat 
of  justice  of  Saginaw  County.  Nine  directors 
were  to  be  chosen  annually  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  October,  and  a  president  from  among 
the  directors  or  stockholders.  Section  21  con- 
fers upon  the  stockholders  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany the  authority  to  establish  a  bank  at  Mt. 
Clemens,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000,  di- 
vided into  shares  of  $50  each.  The  banking 
corporation  was  to  be  known  as  "The  Presi- 
dent, Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
Macomb  County,"  and  its  affairs  were  to  be 
managed  by  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
railroad  company.  Bills  might  be  issued  in 
lenominations  of  not  less  than  one  dollar,  pay- 
able on  demand  at  the  company's  banking 
house,  within  usual  business  hours,  in  the  le- 
gal money  of  the  United  States.  Upon  failure 
so  to  redeem  its  bills,  the  corporation  was  lia- 
ble to  be  dissolved;  subject,  however,  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  relative  to  banks,  ap- 
proved April  23,  1833,  which  allowed  a  limit 
of  sixty  days  within  which  to  make  payment. 
Before  bills  were  issued  the  entire  stock  of  the 
railroad  company  was  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
bank  as  security  for  their  redemption,  and 
the  directors  were  to  give  collateral  security  to 
the  territory  for  such  redemption,  until  ten 
miles  of  railroad  had  been  completed.  Unless 
forfeited  sooner,  the  charter  was  to  remain  in 
force  for  forty  years.  Many  other  provisions, 
limitations  and  restrictions,  which  it  is  un- 
necessary to  enumerate  here,  are  incorporated 
in  the  charter. 

The  bank  was  not  put  into  operation  for 
more  than  a  year  after  the  charter  was  ob- 
tained. The  majority  of  the  stock  appears  to 
have  been  originally  subscribed  for  by  Gen. 
Stockton.  Among  the  original  subscribers 
appear  also  the  names  of  Christian  Clemens, 
Ruel  Ambrose,  H.  H.  Farley  &  Co.,  James 
Brown  (of  "pirate"  fame),  S.  F.  Atwood 
(Capt),  Aaron  Whitney,  Jr.,  R.  Steward,  C. 
S.  Mather,  Rodney  O.  Cooley,  DeGarmo  Jones, 
of  Detroit,  Enoch  Jones,  Edwards  Brooks, 
Ebenezer  Hall  (Doctor) ,  Isaac  J.  Grovier,  A. 
B.  Rawls,  Jacob  Beekman,  E.  G.  Pratt,  George 
Lee,  Jr.,  William  Canfield  (two  sons-in-law  of 
Judge  Clemens),  Mrs.  E.  K.  Hawkins  (daugh- 
ter of  Clemens,  afterwards  Mrs.  Gallup),  Miss 
Louisa  Clemens   (afterwards  Mrs.  Henry  D. 


Terry),  Daniel  Chandler,  James  Williams, 
William  Roy,  William  Vandervoort,  of  Tona- 
wanda,  N.  Y.,  and  Israel  F.  Hatch  and  Lucius 
II.  Pratt,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  If  there  were 
other  original  subscribers,  their  names  are 
lost,  for  the  original  subscription  book  dis- 
appeared very  early  in  the  history  of  the  bank. 
It  was  destroyed  by  reasons  best  known  to 
those  who  destroyed  it.  The  following  per- 
sons became  stockholders  at  an  early  date  by 
subsequent  purchase:  Aaron  Weeks,  James 
Sweeney,  Cornelius  O'Flynn,  Charles  A.  Em- 
erson, Dodge  &  Kibbee,  Lewis  Godard, 
George  B.  Martin,  Richard  Butler,  R.  Ander- 
son, James  C.  Allen,  Stephen  White,  of  Bos- 
ton, Daniel  F.  Webster,  of  Peru,  III,  Caroline 
Webster,  Laura  Weeks  (mother  of  Congress- 
man Edgar  Weeks),  Mary  Stockton  (wife  of 
the  General),  John  Norton,  Jr.,  J.  II.  Lath- 
rop  and  S.  F.  Pratt,  of  Buffalo. 

In  October,  1836,  the  following  board  of  di- 
rectors was  chosen :  Christian  Clemens,  Rod- 
ney O.  Cooley,  William  Canfield,  C.  S.  Ma- 
ther, Enoch  Jones,  Edward  Brooks,  Daniel 
F.  Webster,  Aaron  Weeks,  and  Isaac  J.  Gro- 
vier. John  Stockton  was  elected  President. 
By  the  first  of  February  two  installments  of 
stock,  of  ten  per  cent,  each,  had  been  paid 
in,  and  the  bank  was  about  to  begin  opera- 
tions. Charles  A.  Emerson  was  then  made 
cashier  and  bills  were  executed  for  the  first 
time,  bearing  the  signatures  of  John  Stockton, 
President,  and  Charles  A.  Emerson,  Cashier. 

The  first  business  transaction  of  the  bank 
was  of  a  decidedly  peculiar  nature.  It  dates 
by  courtesy  on  Saturday,  February  11,  1837, 
but  was  in  reality  executed  on  Sunday  the 
12th.  William  Vandervoort  and  Lucius  II. 
Pratt,  who  then  owned  a  ^controlling  interest 
in  the  stock,  as  stockholders,  took  each  $10,000 
of  the  newly  signed  bills,  leaving  notes  of 
$10,000  each'in  place  of  them.  They  also  took 
an  additional  $20,000,  without  leaving  any  evi- 
dence of  indebtedness,  to  create  a  credit  for 
the  Macomb  County  Bank  with  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  of  Buffalo,  as  they  said.  With  this 
sum  they  left  the  county  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
a  knowledge  of  the  transaction  was  for  a  long 
time  kept  from  a  majority  of  the  directors. 
When  it  became  known,  it  created  much  dis- 
satisfaction, and  from  that  time  date  the  hard 
feelings  and  mutual  recriminations  which 
characterize  the  history  of  the  bank.  Chris- 
tian Clemens,  Ebenezer  Hall,  Isaac  J.  Gro- 
vier and  William  Canfield  speak  of  this  trans- 
action and  others  with  much  indignation. 

Besides  the  regular  issue  of  bills,  another 
was    contemplated    somewhat    later,    but   not 
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effected.  William  Vandervoort  caused  to  be 
engraved  for  the  bank  a  plate  of  bills  payable 
at  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.  Impressions  were  taken 
and  a  few  brought  to  Mt.  Clemens,  but  none 
were  ever  signed.  It  was  very  doubtful 
whether  the  bank  could  legally  issue  any 
such  notes. 

We  have  now  reached  the  period  of 

WILD-CAT  BANKS, 

a  few  of  which  made  their  appearance  in 
this  county.  This  term  is  applicable  to  those 
banks  only  which  were  organized  under  the 
general  banking  law  of  1837.  Hence,  al- 
though closely  allied  thereto,  the  Macomb 
County  Bank  was  not  of  that  species. 

When  the  Legislature  of  1837  convened, 
the  whole  state  was  wild  on  the  subject  of 
banking.  Petitions  for  the  organization  of 
banks  came  from  nearly  every  hamlet  and 
four-corner  settlement  in  the  State.  Among 
them  were  two  from  citizens  of  Macomb 
county  for  a  bank  to  be  located  at  Romeo, 
presented  in  the  House  by  Linus  S.  Gilbert. 
The  Legislature  finally  passed  a  general  law 
for  the  organization  of  banking  associa- 
tions, which  was  approved  March  15.  This 
act  passed  almost  without  opposition.  Only 
four  representatives  voted  against  it,  one 
of  whom  was  Isaac  Monfort,  of  Macomb 
county.  Under  this  act  were  organized  the 
famous  "wild-cat"  banks. 

THE    BANK    OF    UTICA 

was  the  first  one  organized  in  this  county 
under  the  general  law.  The  petition  to  the 
clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  county  bears  date 
at  Shelby,  May  13,  1837,  and  prays  for  the 
organization  of  a  bank  with  a  capital  of 
•+50,000.  It  is  signed  by  Jacob  Summers, 
Payne  K.  Leech,  Jr.,  Esquire  W.  Aldrich, 
Benjamin  L.  Watkins,  L.  T.  Jenney,  Samuel 
Ladd,  A.  G.  Deshon,  Gurdon  C.  Leech,  Orson 
Sheldon,  L.  D.  Owen,  John  James,  James 
Covel,  Jr.,  and  Jos.  Lester.  On  the  22d  no- 
tice was  given  by  Rodney  0.  Cooley,  treas- 
urer, and  Amos  Dalby,  clerk,  that  books 
would  be  opened  at  ITtica  on  Monday.,  June 
26,  and  kept  open  for  four  days,  for  sub- 
scription to  the  capital  stock.  Copies  of  the 
notice  were  posted  in  twelve  of  the  most 
public  places  in  the  county  by  Abraham 
Freeland,  then  sheriff.  On  June  7,  John 
James  was  appointed  temporary  treasurer 
to  receive  the  first  installments  on  subscrip- 
tions, giving  a  bond  to  the  clerk  and  treas- 
urer, conditioned  to  pay  over  to  the  cashier, 
when  appointed,  on  the  order  of  the  direc- 


tors, when  elected,  the  amount  paid  to  him, 
or  to  return  the  same  to  the  subscribers,  if 
the  organization  of  the  bank  should  not  be 
completed.  The  sureties  on  this  bond  wrere 
Gurdon  C.  Leech,  Lyman  T.  Jenney,  Orson 
Sheldon,  and  Payne  K,  Leech,  Jr.  On  Au- 
gust 3.1  the  newly  elected  directors,  Jacob 
Summers,  Orson  Sheldon,  Gurdon  C.  Leech, 
Payne  K.  Leech,  Jr.,  Ephraim  Calkins,  Dan- 
iel W.  Phillips,  William  A.  Davis,  George 
Hansom,  and  John  James,  with  A.  Freeland 
and  Joseph  Lester  as  sureties,  in  presence  of 
Walter  Porter  and  William  Abernathy  as 
witnesses,  entered  into  bonds  to  the  Audi- 
tor General,  in  the  penal  sum  of  $125,000, 
conditioned  for  the  punctual  payment  of  all 
debts,  notes,  liabilities,  and  obligations,  as 
required  by  law.  The  next  day  a  duplicate 
was  filed  with  the  county  clerk,  and  then 
a  certificate,  issued  by  the  clerk  and  treas- 
urer was  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  shewing  the  due  organization  of 
the  Bank  of  [Jtica,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$50,000. 

Jacob  Summers  was  elected  the  first  Presi- 
dent and  John  James  appointed  Cashier.  At 
some  subsequent  election  Gurdon  C.  Leech 
seems  to  ha\e  been  made  President.  Thus 
organized,  the  bank  commenced  business 
about  September  9,  and  continued  opera- 
tions a  little  more  than  a  year,  when  its  le- 
gal tribulations  began.  In  addition  to  the 
directors  named  above,  the  following  per- 
sons appear  as  stockholders  in  the  institu- 
tion: A.  G.  Finden,  E.  Endres,  J.  S.  Fletch- 
er, Joseph  Lester,  Sheldon  Owen,  C.  S.  Mad- 
ison, A.  Keeney,  S.  Ladd,  A.  B.  Adams,  O. 
Steevens,  L.  I).  Owen,  and  A.  Bond. 

On  November  27,  the  bank  made  the  fol- 
lowing  report: 

RESOURCES. 

Specie    $  5,568.00 

Notes   of  other   banks,   discounted 

bills,  banking  house    25,721.86 

$31,289.86 
LIABILITIES. 

Capital  stock    $15,000.00 

Circulation 14,225.00 

Deposits   2,064.86 


$31,289.86 


Perhaps  the  bank  owned  a  house  and  lot 
at  that  time,  as  reported  among  its  resources, 
but  the  deed  of  lot  nine,  block  six,  in  Utica, 
from  Gurdon  C.  Leech  and  wdfe  to  the  Bank 
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of  Utica,  bears  date  March  10,  1838,  nearly 
four  months  later. 

On  March  22,  the  bank  paid  a  semi-annual 
State  tax  of  $37.50,  and  contributed  to  the 
"safety  fund"  in  the  State  treasury,  for  the 
redemption  of  its  notes,  just  $23.21.  The 
holders  of  its  $14,225  worth  of  bills  must 
have  fetched  a  long-drawn  sigh  of  genuine 
relief  when  they  read  the  State  Treasurer's 
report  for  1838. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  its  affairs  were  in 
a  sorry  condition.  Its  liabilities  were  $33,- 
753.04,  while  its  only  resources  were  $2,- 
055.51  in  real  and  personal  property  and 
$31,114  of  discounted  paper — more  than 
$22,000  of  which  was  due  from  stockholders 
and  directors.  The  bank  was  utterly  desti- 
tute of  specie  or  any  other  ready  means  for 
the  redemption  of  its  notes.  The  bank  com- 
missioners took  immediate  steps  to  wind  up 
the  concern.  A  bill  was  filed  in  the  court 
of  chancery  by  the  Attorney  General.  Chan- 
cellor Elon  Farnsworth  allowed  a  writ  of 
injunction,  January  5,  1839,  and  the  days  of 
usefulness  of  the  Bank  of  Utica  were  ended. 
Its  only  reason  for  existence  afterward  was 
to  play  the  part  of  shuttlecock  to  the  legal 
battledoor.  As  Chancellor  Farnsworth  had 
allowed  a  similar  injunction  against  the 
Bank  of  Macomb  County,  just  364  days  be- 
fore, he  must  have  indulged  in  a  grim  smile 
as  he  thought  of  the  inexpediency  of  grant- 
ing charters  to  any  banking  institutions  in 
Macomb  county.  Meanwhile  the  bank's 
magnificent  "safety  fund"  in  the  State 
treasury,  had  shrunk  to  $3.34,  and  what 
finally  became  of  that  is  uncertain.  Like 
all  the  rest  of  the  bank's  valuables,  it  prob- 
ably kept  on  shrinking  to  infinity. 

Peter  S.  Palmer  of  Utica,  was  appointed 
receiver,  February  4,  1840.  His  report  filed 
in  April,  shows  $8,306.05  liabilities,  of  which 
$4,770  was  for  notes  still  unredeemed.  The 
resources  were  only  $7,835.56,  of  which  but 
$6,775.32  were  considered  available.  Notes 
and  accounts  against  citizens  of  Utica  were 
generally  considered  good,  while  notes  of 
other  "wild-cat"  banks  were  accounted 
worthless. 

The  Legislature  of  1842  passed  an  act  to 
annul  the  corporate  rights  of  certain  banks 
among  which  was  the  Bank  of  Utica.  Under 
that  act  the  receiver  caused  an  appraisal  of 
assets  to  be  made,  April  29,  1842,  by  James 
B.  Carter,  James  Covel,  Jr.,  and  C.  B.  H. 
Fessenden.  This  appraisal  was  signed  by 
P.  S.  Palmer,  receiver,  by  J.  James,  and 
Payne  K.  Leech,  Jr.,  his  agents.     The  total 


valuation  was  $2,462.77.  Individual  notes 
were  appraised  at  from  par  down  to  fifty 
per  cent ;  Shelby  and  Detroit  railroad  checks 
at  par ;  the  banking  house  and  lot,  which 
cost  $2,015.98,  at  $806.39  or  forty  per  cent ; 
bank  furniture,  from  seventy-five  to  thirty- 
four  per  cent;  a  claim  against  the  Detroit 
City  Bank  at  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per 
cent.  Then  follows  a  batch  of  notes,  "wild- 
cat" bills  and  claims  all  thrown  together 
without  appraisement,  too  worthless  to  be 
considered.  The  shuttlecock  had  now  been 
banged  about  by  the  battledoor,  until  it  was 
too  dilapidated  for  further  use,  and  the  game 
stopped  here. 

THE    FARMERS'    BANK    OF    ROMEO 

was  the  next  venture.  On  October  30,  1837, 
a  petition  was  drawn  up  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  bank  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,- 
000  to  be  located  at  Romeo,  and  known  as 
"The  Farmers'  Bank  of  Romeo."  It  was 
signed  by  Daniel  Trombley,  Jacob  Codding- 
ton,  George  Finch,  Martin  F.  Southwell, 
Asahel  Bailey,  Marvil  Shaw,  Isaac  Brabb, 
James  Thorington,  Charles  F.  Snover,  Ben- 
jamin Crissman,  Abner  Smith,  Jr.,  Adam 
Armstrong,  A.  B.  Cooley,  Jas.  Harvey,  David 
Phelps,  John  A.  Shaffer,  A.  B.  Ayres,  Ebe- 
nezer  Kitridge,  A.  Prentiss,  Orratus  Hulett, 
Rufus  Carpenter,  John  S.  Axford,  and  Eph- 
raim  Graves.  The  books  were  opened  for 
subscription  on  December  12th,  in  the  "old 
red  tavern."  The  capital  stock  was  all  sub- 
scribed, the  requisite  ten  per  cent  install- 
ment being  paid  on  the  spot  in  gold  coin,  a 
scarce  commodity  in  those  days.  John 
James  of  Utica  was  appointed  temporary 
treasurer,  and  he  gave  the  usual  bond,  with 
G.  C.  Leech,  O.  Sheldon,  A.  B.  Coolev,  R.  L. 
Clark,  A.  B.  Rawls,  G.  Gates,  A.  B.  Ayres, 
G.  Rix,  and  J.  W.  Dyar,  as  sureties,  and  H. 
A.  Tutner  and  I.  Cummins  as  witnesses.  Di- 
rectors and  a  cashier  were  chosen,  and  John 
W.  Dyar  was  elected  president.  An  order 
for  plates  was  made  on  a  New  York  en- 
graver, and  in  due  time  the  bills  were  re- 
ceived. They  were  deposited  for  safe  keep- 
ing in  the  Bank  of  Utica,  but  the  great  col- 
lapse came  before  any  of  them  were  signed 
by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  all  idea  of 
further  business  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
Yet  some  of  the  bills  got  out  and  went  on 
their  way  rejoicing  in  forged  signatures. 
Martin  Buzzell,  still  living  in  Romeo,  had  a 
$2  bill  of  that  bank  presented  to  him  in  1838, 
while  doing  business  at  Natchez,  Miss.  Not 
having  much  confidence  in  that  kind  of  cur- 
rency, he  refused  to  take  it. 
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Mr.  John  W.  Dyar,  still  a  resident  of 
Romeo  in  1882,  informs  me  that  the  citizens 
of  Romeo  really  wanted  no  bank  at  all;  but 
a  number  of  Pennsylvania  "wild-cat" 
schemers  had  fixed  upon  that  village  as  the 
scene  of  one  of  their  nefarious  swindles. 
In  order  to  anticipate  them,  the  more  sub- 
tantial  business  men  of  the  village  organ- 
ized a  bank,  and  with  the  friendly  aid  of 
Messrs.  James,  Leech  and  Clark,  of  Utica, 
subscribed  for  all  fhe  stock. 

THE    CLINTON   RIVER   BANK 

came  next,  and  was  the  second  of  that  name. 
The  first,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  to  be 
organized  by  special  charter,  and  located 
at  Shelby.  The  second  was  to  be,  of  the 
"wild-cat"  species  and  located  at  Mt.  Clem- 
ens. Its  capital  stock  was  to  be  $50,000,  and 
books  were  to  be  opened  for  subscriptions  on 
January  9,  1838.  The  petition  was  dated 
and  filed  November  29,  having  been  signed 
by  C.  S.  Mather,  Frederick  Hatch,  George 
Whitney,  Porter  Kibbee,  G.  C.  Fletcher,  E.  L. 
Atkins,  P.  S.  Fletcher,  James  B.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, William  Lewis,  R.  P.  Eldredge,  H.  M. 
Dodge,  James  Williams,  II.  J.  Higgins,  and 
R.  F.  Eastman.  But  the  crash  came  like 
"An  envious,  sneaking  frost 
That    bites    the    first-born    infants    in    the 

spring;" 
and  the  Clinton  River  Bank  No.  2  went  to 
meet   its   illustrious   namesake. 

There  was  still  another  member  of  this 
"wild-cat"  family,  which  as  Artemus  Ward 
would  say,  was  the  most  "amoosin'  little 
cuss"  of  the  whole  litter.  The  general  law 
having  been  changed  somewhat,  as  to  the 
mode  of  organization,  a  document  was  drawn 
up,  on  the  26th  day  of  March,  1838,  and 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
State  four  days  later,  certifying  that  a  bank- 
ing association  had  been  formed  with  a  capi- 
tal stock  of  $50,000,  to  be  located  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Belvidere — or  "Belvidere  City" — 
and  to  be  known  as 

THE  BANK  OF  LAKE  ST.  CLAIR. 

James  L.  Conger  was  its  president ;  A.  C. 
Hatch,  D.  B.  Conger,  S.  A.  Hathaway,  C. 
W.  Ilussey,  S.  G.  Langdon  were  its  direc- 
tors, and  A.  Wilcox,  I).  G.  Gurnsey  and  Ed- 
ward R,  Blackwell  were  the  other  stockhold- 
ers. Bills  were  elaborately  engraved  and 
printed  in  abundance,  but  before  they  were 
regularly  issued  the  bank  was  swamped  by 
hard  times  and  the  city  by  high  water.  To- 
gether they 


"Came  and  faded  like  a  wreath  of  mist 
At  eve." 

The  bills  were  extensively  circulated  by 
the  boys  of  the  adjacent  country,  and  in 
some  instances,  no  doubt,  were  passed  as 
money  upon  the  ignorant  or  unwary. 

Having  now  disposed  of  the  "wild-cats" 
let  us  return  to  our  own  domestic  feline, 

THE    BANK    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY. 

That  institution  was  not  so  easily  killed. 
It  had  at  least  nine  lives,  to  which  it  clung 
with  a  tenacity  truly  feline.  Every  known 
engine  of  destruction,  from  a  private  suit 
in  chancery  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  was 
vainly  brought  to  bear  upon  it.  Finally  it 
died,  choked  to  death  by  its  own  financial 
stringency. 

A  sworn  statement  of  the  bank's  affairs 
on  June  8,  1837,  shows  its  resources  to  be 
$61,331.71,  of  which  $5,261.65  were  in  specie. 
Its  paid  up  capital  was  $23,080 ;  its  deposits, 
$2,583;  its  circulation,  $41,173.  As  the 
banking  association  commenced  doing  busi- 
ness in  the  little  brick  building  on  the  north 
side  of  the  public  square,  now  included  in 
John  Roskopp's  meat  market  (in  1882 — now 
the  office  of  the  Gas  Company),  it  probably 
occupied  the  same  for  some  time  before  pur- 
chasing it,  as  the  deed  of  lot  1,  block  1,  origi- 
nal survey  of  Mt.  Clemens,  purchased  of 
Aaron  Weeks  and  wife  for  $2,850,  bears  date 
March  12,  1838.  The  business  did  not  prove 
very  profitable,  and  soon  after  the  issue  of 
the  bills  it  became  necessary  to  suspend  their 
redemption  in  specie.  The  longer  the  bank 
suspended,  the  longer  it  wanted  to  suspend, 
and  suspension  was  the  main  feature  of  the 
business.  In  October  the  following  board  of 
directors  was  elected ;  Christian  Clemens, 
William  Canfield,  Aaron  Weeks,  Isaac  J. 
Grovier,  Rodney  O.  Cooley,  William  Vander- 
voort,  Lucius  H.  Pratt,  Enoch  Jones  and  E. 
Brooks.  Christian  Clemens  was  elected 
president  and  Charles  A.  Emerson  continued 
as  cashier.  On  December  6  its  resources  were 
$95,570.88,  only  $5,657  of  which  were  specie ; 
its  capital  paid  in  was  $35,420;  its  deposits 
$1,077.06  and  its  circulation  $56,034. 

But  trouble  was  brewing.  The  evil  genius 
of  the  bank  was  aroused.  Hiram  Barnam,  a 
business  man  of  Detroit,  had  260  bills  of 
$1  each ;  179  of  $2  each ;  154  of  $3  each ;  255 
of  $5  each,  and  66  of  $10  each,  on  the  Bank 
of  Macomb  County.  With  these  bills  in  his 
fist,  fire  in  his  eye,  and  Cornelius  Clark  at 
his  back,  he  stalked  into  the  office  between 
the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  on  the 
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morning'  of  December  19th  and  demanded  an 
immediate  payment  to  himself  of  $3,015  in 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States. 
Was  the  cashier  taken  back?  Not  at  all; 
such  scenes  were  not  unusual.  He  coolly  ex- 
amined the  bills,  acknowledged  their  gen- 
uineness and  the  amount,  but  gave  Mr.  Bar- 
nam  distinctly  to  understand — perhaps  with 
ponderous  emphasis — that  he  couldn't  and 
he  wouldn't  pay  those  notes.  All  this  in  the 
presence   of  Cornelius   Clark. 

Mr.  Barnam  gathered  up  his  wealth,  shook 
the  dust  of  that  bank  off  his  feet  and  de- 
parted in  high  dudgeon.  He  never  stopped 
until  he  found  himself  in  Detroit,  pouring 
his  tale  of  woe  into  the  legal  ears  of  Hale 
&  Crouse.  A  bill  was  filed  in  the  court  of 
chancery,  accompanied  by  the  affidavit  of 
Cornelius  Clark.  Charles  A.  Emerson,  cash- 
ier, and  Henry  II.  Brown,  of  Detroit,  filed 
counter  affidavits,  and  no  further  testimony 
was  taken.  Chancellor  Farnsworth  allowed 
an  injunction,  which  was  issued  January  6, 
1838,  and  was  served  on  the  president  and 
cashier,  two  days  later,  by  Daniel  Chand- 
ler, deputy  sheriff.  The  bank  was  repre- 
sented by  Asher  B.  Bates  and  Henry  N. 
Walker,  and  Peter  Morey  also  appears 
in  the  case  as  counsel  for  complainant. 
To  the  credit  of  the  bank  it  must  be 
said  that  those  bills  were  redeemed  be- 
fore the  injunction  was  served.  In  October 
a  third  board  of  directors  was  elected, 
consisting  of  Aaron  Weeks,  Porter  Kib- 
bee,  William  Vandervoort,  Lucius  Pratt, 
John  Norton,  Jr.,  J.  II.  Lathrop,  C.  S. 
Mather,  Joseph  Hubbard,  and  Charles  A. 
Emerson  retained  as  cashier. 

The  bank  had  now  been  under  injunction 
for  a  year,  when  the  Legislature  determined 
to  know  something  of  its  true  inwardness. 
As  the  institution  was  independent  of  the 
bank  commissioners,  the  Legislature,  by 
joint  resolution,  made  Kintzing  Pritchette 
and  Alpheus  Felch,  then  bank  commissioners, 
its  special  agents  to  conduct  a  legislative  in- 
vestigation. The  examination  was  thorough 
and  continued  through  the  8th  and  9th  of 
February.  The  president  was  the  only  per- 
son present,  the  cashier  having  gone  to  Buf- 
falo. It  is  unnecessary  to  speak  at  length  of 
this  investigation.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
many  things  were  not  found  that  should 
have  been  found,  and  many  more  were  found 
that  should  not  have  been  found.  Any  fur- 
ther curiosity  on  the  subject  may  be  grati- 
fied by  a  reference  to  the  commissioners'  re- 
port,  which,    with    accompanying   exhibits, 


fills  twenty  pages  in  the  Senate  Documents 
for  1839. 

Before  the  cashier  started  for  Buffalo  he 
made  and  left  in  the  bank  a  statement  of  af- 
fairs, dated  January  5.  After  his  return,  fear- 
ing that  the  commissioners'  report  might 
"mislead  the  public  as  to  the  true  situation 
of  the  bank,"  he  carefully  prepared  and 
transmitted  to  Gov.  Mason,  another  state- 
ment, dated  February  23,  much  better  adapt- 
ed to  public  inspection  than  the  first  one. 
Both  statements  are  included  in  the  report, 
A  comparison  of  the  two  statements  is  in- 
teresting. Between  January  5,  and  Febru- 
arv  23,  the  paid  up  capital  had  marvel ously 
expanded  from  $35,420  to  $105,420,  its 
"loans  and  discounts"  from  $63,927.62  to 
$76,679.10;  its  credits  in  the  Buffalo  agency 
from  $4,800.56  to  $29,800.56 ;  its  specie,  from 
$2,967  to  $12,962.17 ;  its  total  resources,  from 
$107,470.33  to  $145,650.06.  The  first  state- 
ment showed  a  circulation  of  $64,325,  but  it 
was  claimed  that  all  but  $37,560  was  taken 
up  and  lying  in  the  Detroit  banks.  The  sec- 
ond statement  showed  a  decrease  in  circula- 
tion to  $31,585.  All  these  changes  are  sup- 
posed to  have  taken  place  while  the  bank 
was  under  injunction  and  prohibited  from 
the  transaction  of  business. 

The  report  from  the  commissioners  to  the 
Senate  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  in- 
corporations. That  committee  finally  re- 
ported a  bill  to  repeal  the  charter  of  the 
Macomb  and  Saginaw  Railroad  Company. 
The  cashier  came  to  the  rescue  with  another 
affidavit,  his  favorite  weapon  of  offense  and 
defense.  After  considerable  discussion  of 
the  bill,  all  further  action  thereon  was  cut 
off  by  a  joint  resolution,  introduced  by 
Jacob  Summers,  senator  from  Macomb,  re- 
ferring the  commissioners'  report  and  all 
other  papers  on  the  subject  to  the  Attorney 
General  for  his  opinion  and  appropriate  ac- 
tion, if  he  found  that  there  had  been  any 
violation  of  the  charter.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  any  report  from  that  official  on 
the  subject. 

The  injunction  against  the  bank  was  dis- 
solved on  March  13,  1839,  but  the  case  was 
not  finally  submitted  until  more  than  a  year 
later.  Chancellor  Farnsworth,  however, 
never  decided  the  case. 

Up  to  this  time  nothing  had  been  done  to- 
wards the  construction  of  the  railroad,  ex- 
cept scratching  over  a  few  feet  of  soil  in 
Ashley's  orchard,  now  part  of  the  Latour- 
neau  property,  and  laying  down  two  rails. 
Christian  Clemens,  Ebenezer  Hall,  Isaac  J. 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


60 1 


Grovier,  and  William  Canfield,  in  their  writ- 
ten statement  to  the  commissioners  who 
made  the  investigation,  affirm  that  the  direc- 
tors first  appointed  made  use  of  all  legal 
measures  for  the  commencement  of  the  rail- 
road by  giving  lawful  notice  to  the  commis- 
sioners for  its  location;  but  they  were  de- 
feated by  their  sudden  removal  from  office 
by  the  eastern  stockholders. 

As  the  corporation  was  liable  to  dissolu- 
tion for  forfeiture  of  its  charter  in  neglect- 
ing to  construct  the  railroad,  it  was  time  for 
something  to  be  done.  A  petition  was  cir- 
culated and  numerously  signed  by  citizens 
of  the  county,  praying  for  the  substitution 
of  a  turnpike  for  the  contemplated  railroad. 
All  hopes  of  a  railroad  were  gone,  and  the 
citizens,  wisely  concluding  that  "half  a  loaf 
is  better  than  no  loaf,"  rejoiced  for  a  time 
in  the  prospect  of  a  brand  new  turnpike. 
Alas!  for  the  hollowness  of  human  hopes! 
The  turnpike  was  as  visionary  as  the  rail- 
road. 

The  petition  was  presented  in  the  House 
January  27,  1840,  by  John  Stockton,  then 
a  member  from  Ma  comb,  and  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorpora- 
tions. Three  days  later  "Sir.  Stockton  offered 
a  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  calling  on 
the  bank  for  a  statement  of  its  condition  and 
affairs.  The  bank  commissioner  in  his  re- 
port had  informed  the  Legislature  that  "the 
Macomb  County  Bank,  it  is  said,  has  not 
closed  its  doors  and  the  amount  of  its  cir- 
culation is  very  limited  and  trifling,  which 
they  redeem  on  presentation/'  In  reply  to 
Mr.  Stockton's  resolution,  C.  A.  Emerson, 
still  cashier,  submitted  a  sworn  statement 
which  showed  the  circulation  to  be  $10,159. 
Its  total  resources  were  $151,853.81,  only 
$1,221.13  of  which  were  specie.  Its  paid  in 
capital  was  $105,420.  Its  deposits  on  de- 
mand were  $473.92,  to  apply  on  debts,  $20,- 
917.54.  For  the  first  time  mention  is  now 
made  of  the  railroad  company  in  connection 
with  the  bank  affairs.  We  have  seen  that 
the  charter  required  a  transfer  of  all  the 
railroad  stock  to  the  ba^k  before  the  issue 
of  notes,  as  collateral  security  for  the  re- 
demption of  such  notes.  I  have  found  no 
such  transfer,  nor  any  record  of  approval  by 
the  Governor — probably  because  the  rail- 
road company  had  nothing  to  transfer.  As 
the  investigation  disclosed  so  many  viola- 
tions of  charter  provisions,  we  may  very 
properly  infer  that  this  provision  also  was 
violated  or  only  nominally  observed,  for 
now,  three  years  after  the  issue  of  bills,  we 


find  the  first  itsem  of  resources  coming  from 
the  railroad  to  the  bank  to  be  the  mere  pit- 
tance   of  *$487.70. 

On  February  19th  the  committee  on  banks 
and  incorporations  reported  a  bill  to  sub- 
stitute a  turnpike  for  a  railroad,  as  the 
petitioners  desired.  After  much  hard  work 
on  the  part  of  its  friends  the  bill  became  a 
law  on  the  30th  of  March,  1840.  It  author- 
ized the  corporation  to  construct  a  turnpike 
"on  the  State  road  known  and  designated 
as  leading  from  Mt.  Clemens  north  through 
the  township  of  Clinton,  Macomb,  and  Ray." 
The  assent  of  the  county  commissioners  was 
to  be  obtained,  and  the  road  was  to  be  com- 
pleted to  their  satisfaction.  The  corpora- 
tion could  charge  no  toll,  and  wTas  not  re- 
quired to  keep  the  road  in  repair.  A  writ- 
ten assent  to  the  act  was  to  be  filed  by  the 
president  and  directors.  This  was  done,  and 
among  the  directors  signing  appears  the 
name  of  John  J.  Leonard. 

In  1841  the  bank  suspended  business,  prac- 
tically, if  not  entirely.  In  1842  the  Legisla- 
ture passed  two  acts  annulling  and  repeal- 
ing the  charters  of  numerous  banks.  Among 
these  appears  the  bank  of  Macomb  County, 
whose  charter  was  conditionally  repealed. 
In  the  case  of  The  People  vs.  Oakland  Coun- 
ty Bank,  decided  in  January,  1844,  the  su- 
preme court  held  that  the  term  "Bank  of 
Oakland  County,"  used  in  the  act  of  1842. 
was  not  a  sufficient  designation  of  a  corpora- 
tion whose  name  was  "The  President,  Direc- 
tors, and  Company  of  the  Oakland  County 
Bank."  As  the  same  decision  applied  to  the 
Macomb  County  Bank,  the  second  attempt 
to  repeal  its  charter  was  also  a  failure. 

This  situation  of  affairs  continued  until 
Alpheus  Felch  became  Governor.  It  wrill 
be  remembered  that  he  was  one  of  the  inves- 
tigating commissioners  in  1839.  Probably 
convinced  that  the  institution  was  insolvent, 
he  instructed  the  Attorney  General  to  com- 
mence proceedings  in  chancery  to  declare 
its  charter  forfeited.  Certain  expressions  in 
his  message  to  the  Legislature  of  1846  were 
evidently  drawn  out  by  a  consideration  of 
the  condition  of  the  Macomb  County  Bank. 
The  Attorney  General  filed  a  bill  on  the 
22d  of  December,  1846.  Henry  N.  Walker 
was  then  Attorney  General,  and  his  official 
position  required  him  to  prosecute  the  bank 
he  had  so  often  defended.  The  bill  alleged 
the  insolvency  of  the  bank,  the  suspension 
of  business,  the  failure  to  elect  directors,  the 
neglect  to  construct  either  the  railroad  or 
the  turnpike,  and  a  consequent  forfeiture  of 
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its  charter  by  non-users.  It  then  prays  for 
a  dissolution  of  the  corporation,  appoint- 
ment of  a  receiver,  and  an  injunction.  The 
action  is  brought  against  "The  President, 
Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Ma- 
comb County,"  and  Aaron  Weeks,  nothing 
being-  said  about  the  railroad  company  in 
the  title  of  the  cause. 

The  Bank  of  Macomb  County  was  now 
brought  once  more  face  to  face  with  its  old 
acquaintance,  Chancellor  FarnswTorth,  but 
for  a  brief  period,  as  the  court  of  chancery 
was  abolished  by  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
1846.  The  case  then  went  into  the  "Wayne 
County  Circuit  Court  in  Chancery,'7  The 
next  appearance  of  Elon  Farnsworth  in  this 
sketch  will  be  in  a  very  different  position, 
and  one  which  in  view  of  his  previous  con- 
nection, is  somewhat  amusing. 

The  defendants  at  first  demurred,  but  af- 
terward filed  an  answer.  This  was  in  1847. 
Mr.  Walker  was  no  longer  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  he  in  partnership  with  Samuel  T. 
Douglass  and  James  V.  Campbell  now  ap- 
peared for  the  bank.  The  answer  denied  the 
insolvency  and  admits  the  suspension  of  all 
business  except  the  redemption  and  pay- 
ment of  its  notes  and  obligations.  This  the 
defendants  claimed  to  be  able,  willing,  and 
ready  at  all  times  to  do.  They  claimed  to 
be  organized  as  a  corporation  under  the 
name  of  "The  President,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  County," 
and  not  to  be  responsible  for  the  acts  or 
omissions  of  any  other  corporation.  They 
knew  nothing  about  the  acts  of  non-user  or 
mis-user  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany, and  claimed  that  such  acts  could  give 
no  ground  for  relief  or  discovery  against 
them,  and  they  submitted  to  the  court  their 
rights  and  liabilities  under  their  charter. 
They  further  claimed  that  the  forfeiture  of 
the  railroad  company  could  not  be  tried  in 
that  cause. 

For  the  purpose  of  hearing,  it  was  admit- 
ted that  neither  the  ten  miles  of  railroad 
nor  the  same  length  of  turnpike  had  been 
completed  by  the  Macomb  and  Saginaw 
Railroad  Company,  but  that  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  1840,  the  company  com- 
menced the  construction  of  the  turnpike  and 
expended  thereon  about  the  sum  of  $1,500 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1842  abol- 
ishing the  office  of  county  commissioners ; 
and  they  made  no  further  expenditures  in 
the  construction  of  said  turnpike  after  the 
passage  of  the  act.  These  things  were  ad- 
mitted merely  for  the  purpose   of  hearing, 


or  making  a  case,  and  may  or  may  not  have 
been  facts.  The  banking  company  desired 
a  decree  separating  its  own  incorporation 
from  that  of  the  railroad  company,  and  it 
was  willing  to  admit  anything  that  would 
work  a  forfeiture  of  the  railroad  charter. 
In  fact  nothing  would  please  them  more 
than  to  be  rid  of  the  whole  railroad  and 
turnpike  encumbrance.  Whatever  work 
they  did  on  the  turnpike  was  in  the  way  of 
surveys,  but  there  is  no  record  of  any  per- 
mission granted  the  company  by  the  county 
commissioners  to  perform  any  such  work. 
The  Legislature  of  1836,  among  many  others, 
had  laid  out  a  State  road  to  be  known  as 
the  Macomb  and  Saginaw  Turnpike.  This 
is  probably  the  State  road  alluded  to  in  the 
act  of  1840,  substituting  the  turnpike  for 
the  railroad. 

The  case  was  not  argued  and  submitted 
until  December  13,  1850.  On  March  4th 
the  case  was  decided,  and  an  order  entered 
dismissing  the  bill  and  proceedings.  An  ap- 
peal to  the  supreme  court  was  taken,  and 
there  the  case  rested  for  some  time. 

Meanwhile  the  bank  had  been  revived  and 
re-organized  by  Henry  C.  Kibbee  and  asso- 
ciates, This  occurred  in  1851,  and  Charles 
Emerson,  who  had  so  long  made  statements 
and  affidavits  for  the  bank,  gave  way  as 
cashier  to  Mr.  Kibbee.  The  "whirligig  of 
time"  had  been  just  as  active  in  the  history 
of  this  bank  as  in  the  history  of  greater  con- 
cerns, and  in  one  of  its  unaccountable  freaks 
it  now  turned  up  our  friend  Elon  Farns- 
Avorth  as  president  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb 
County.  A  majority  of  the  stock  was  held 
by  Chicago  parties.  In  1853  Mr.  Farns- 
worth resigned  his  position,  and  W.  S.  Gur- 
nee,  then  mayor  of  Chicago,  was  elected 
president,  and  James  G.  Tucker,  cashier. 

William  Hale,  Attorney  General,  in  his  re- 
port to  the  Legislature  of  1853,  speaking  of 
the  case  against  the  bank,  says :  ' '  The  ap- 
peal was  taken  with  the  view,  chiefly,  to 
prevent  as  far  as  practicable  the  adjudica- 
tion of  the  court  of  chancery  from  becom- 
ing a  bar  to  further  proceedings.  So  far 
as  appears  by  the  record  sent  up  to  the  su- 
preme court,  on  the  appeal,  few  of  the  im- 
portant questions  arising  upon  the  facts 
charged  in  the  bill  of  complaint,  are  pre- 
sented for  adjudication.  The  review  of  the 
case  by  the  supreme  court,  will  not,  there- 
fore, necessarily  be  final,  nor  will  it  directly 
determine  the  validity  of  the  corporate 
rights  claimed  by  the  bank."  Speaking  of 
the  repeal  of  the  charter,  he  says:     "There 
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can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  right  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  interfere,  so  far  as  the  railroad 
charter  is  concerned.  The  bank  itself  claims 
immunities,  which,  if  well  founded,  place  it 
beyond  legislative  control."  Gov.  McClel- 
land, in  his  annual  message  to  the  same 
Legislature,  says:  "The  charters  of  all  the 
banks  doing  business  in  this  State,  excepting 
the  Michigan  State  Bank,  and  the  Bank  of 
Macomb  County,  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Legislature.  In  regard  to  these  two  the 
bill  holder  had  to  depend  entirely  on  the 
honesty,  probity,  and  ability  of  the  officers 
and  stockholders."  Concerning  the  Ma- 
comb County  Bank  alone,  he  says:  "The 
bank  ostensibly  ceased  to  transact  business 
some  years  ago,  but  has  been  recently  re- 
vived. No  tax  was  paid  the  State  by  this 
bank  until  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  one  was 
paid  under  the  law  regulating  the  tax  upon 
banks.  If  the  charter  is  valid,  a  large 
amount  of  taxes  is  yet  due  from  it;  if  it  is 
not,  the  State  is  not  entitled  to  receive  any 
tax  from  it,  as  it  might  be  viewed  as  coun- 
tenancing its  legitimacy.'' 

After  its  re-organization  the  bank  com- 
menced making  reports  to  the  State  Treas- 
urer, and  paying  specific  taxes.  The  first 
report  is  dated  October  4,  1852,  and  shows 
$295,160.00  resources,  of  which  $39,476.75 
are  gold  and  silver.  Its  paid  up  capital  was 
$100,000;  its  circulation,  $190,168,  less  $2,- 
500  on  hand;  and  its  deposits  $4,921.50. 
Shortly  after  this  report  was  rendered,  the 
tax  was  paid,  which  is  alluded  to  by  Gov. 
McClelland.     It  amounted  to  $1,396. 

In  January,  1853,  the  case  in  the  Supreme 
Court  was  argued  and  submitted.  That 
court  affirmed  the  decree  of  the  lower  court, 
dismissing  the  bill  and  sustaining  the  val- 
idity of  the  charter.  The  Bank  of  Macomb 
County,  having  now  risen  superior  to  the 
three  branches  of  the  State  government — 
legislative,  executive  and  judicial — had  no 
more  worlds  to  conquer.  It  was  then  left 
in  peace,  to  die  a  natural  death  in  its  own 
appointed  time. 

In  December,  1853,  a  payment  of  $1,603.22 
specific  taxes  was  made.  On  January  2, 
1854,  the  bank  reports  $644,955  resources, 
of  which  $76,331.23  were  in  coin ;  $250,000 
paid  up  capital  stock;  $10,044  in  deposits 
and  $384,911  circulation.  Its  report  of  De- 
cember 28,  1854,  shows  only  $298,138.16  re- 
sources, of  which  but  $7,619.74  were  gold 
and  silver;  capital  stock,  $25,000;  circula- 
tion,    $39,334.50;     and     deposits,     $2,190.76. 


Such  sudden   changes   are   somewhat  bewil- 
dering. 

In  the  spring  of  1855  the  stock  changed 
hands  and  Henry  C.  Kibbee  was  made  presi- 
dent. On  May  30  the  bank  paid  three  in- 
stallments of  $1,079.10  each,  as  specific  tax- 
es, due  respectively  April  1,  1854,  October  1, 
1854  and  April  1,  1855.  A  corresponding 
installment  due  October  1,  1855,  was  not 
paid  when  due  and  perhaps  not  at  all.  The 
bank's  report  for  December  26,  1855,  shows 
$235,884.37  resources;  $19,138.76  in  coin; 
$150,000  capital  stock;  $75,268  circulation 
and  $3,605.78  in  deposits.  After  this  I  find 
no  more  reports  of  payments  of  specific 
taxes. 

During  the  crisis  of  1857,  this  bank  in 
common  with  other  western  banks,  suspend- 
ed payments.  Mr.  Tucker  retired  from  the 
position  of  cashier  in  the  same  year,  and  A. 
L.  Guerber  acted  as  cashier  until  March, 
1858.  Then  the  stock  again  changed  hands. 
Henry  C.  Kibbee  resigned  and  disposed  of 
his  shares,  when  his  brother,  Porter  Kibbee, 
was  elected  president.  It  must  have  been 
at  this  time  that  a  gentleman  by  the  name 
of  Graves  took  the  position  of  cashier,  but 
I  cannot  speak  with  certainty,  nor  have  I 
been  able  to  ascertain  his  given  name.  He 
remained  here  so  short  a  time  that  he  seems 
almost  forgotten.  Under  this  management 
the  bank  continued  but  a  few  months,  Be- 
fore the  close  of  the  year  it  had  succumbed 
to  fate-  Financial  weakness  did  what  no 
other  power  could  do— rid  the  State  of  an 
unmanageable  elephant  on  its  hands. 
After  mentioning  several 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

I  will  close.  During  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Oakland  County 
bank,  in  1836,  Senator  John  S.  Barry  tried 
to  incorporate  a  provision  allowing  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  bank  in  either  Oakland 
or  Macomb  county.  On  February  23,  1838, 
a  bankers7  convention  was  held  in  Detroit 
to  consider  questions  of  interest  to  their 
fraternity.  Gurdon  C.  Leech  represented 
the  Bank  of  Utica  in  the  convention.  In 
1839  Mt.  Clemens  was  designated  as  the  lo- 
cation of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Michigan.  It  was  not  established, 
however,  and  the  whole  project  was  aban- 
doned in  1842.  In  1840,  while  the  bill  "to 
authorize  the  anticipation  of  certain  install- 
ments of  the  $5,000,000  loan/'  was  before 
the  Senate,  Senator  Jacob  Summers  endeav- 
ored to  have  the  bank  of  Macomb  County  in- 
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eluded  with  others  in  the  bill.  In  1842  the 
good  citizens  of  Mt.  Clemens  were  sorely 
vexed  with  a  plague  of  Detroit  city  shin- 
plasters.  These  were  little  due  bills  issued 
by  the  city  corporation,  ranging  from  12% 
to  75  cents  in  apparent  value.  They  came 
like  the  locusts  of  Egypt,  making  life  a  bur- 
den, until  Mt.  Clemens  could  bear  it  no 
longer.  A  petition,  numerously  signed,  wTas 
forwarded  to  the  Legislature  and  presented 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  D.  C. 
"Walker,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to 
prohibit  the  circulation  of  Detroit  shin-plas- 
ters. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


OLD    FAMILIES   AND    ENTERPRISES    OF    MT.    CLEM- 
ENS AND  VICINITY. 

(Realizing  the  impossibility  of  giving  a 
connected  statement  of  the  progress  of  Mt. 
Clemens  in  all  its  details  after  it  became  more 
than  a  mere  hamlet,  and  believing  that  the 
most  interest  in  the  matter  would  center  in 
the  personal  features  of  the  history  of  the 
place,  the  writer  has  deemed  it  the  best 
method  to  take  up  such  residents  of  Mt. 
Clemens  as  played  a  prominent  part  in  its 
development,  and  in  connection  with 
biographical  notices  of  their  lives  to  give  as 
much  information  as  possible  concerning  the 
business  enterprises  of  the  place.  No  one 
will  realize  more  thoroughly  than  does  the 
writer  the  incompleteness  of  this  chapter. 
Many  should  be  mentioned  who  were  as  prom- 
inent and  worthy  as  those  named  here,  and 
much  could  properly  be  told  of  the  lives  of 
those  mentioned,  which,  from  lack  of  knowl- 
edge, time  and  space,  has  perforce  been  omit- 
ted. The  writer  has  endeavored  to  avoid 
duplicating  information  which  he  has  reason 
to  expect  will  appear  in  the  biographical  sec- 
tions of  this  work,  with  the  preparation  of 
which  he  has  had  no  part,  and  to  the  most  of 
which  he  has  had  no  access.  No  attempt  has 
been  made  by  the  writer  to  make  a  complete 
list  of  the  children  of  the  parties  whose 
sketches  are  given  below,  but  usually  only 
those  are  named  who  have  remained  in  and 
have  played  or  are  now  playing  a  part  in  the 
history  of  the  county.) 

Christian  Clemens,  the  pioneer  settler  of 
Mt.  Clemens,  was  born  in  Montgomery  or 
Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  30th, 
1768.  In  1795  he  came  to  Detroit,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  leather.  The 
exact  date  of  his  coming  to  Mt.  Clemens  is 
difficult  to  determine,   although  it  has  been 


given  as  1798.  However,  we  find  him  a  voter 
at  an  election  held  at  Detroit  Jan.  14th,  1799. 
All  through  the  history  of  the  southern  por- 
tion of  the  county  there  are  frequent  refer- 
ences to  the  work  of  Judge  Clemens,  which 
need  not  be  repeated  here.  We  find  him  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Jury  that  in  Septem- 
ber, 1809,  indicted  Gov.  Hull  for  remitting 
a  $50.00  fine  imposed  upon  John  Whipple  for 
contempt  of  court  because  he  called  Judge 
Woodward  "a  damn  rascal."  During  the 
War  of  1812,  Christian  Clemens  was  com- 
pelled to  live  at  Detroit,  a  large  portion  of 
the  time  on  account  of  the  Indian  depreda- 
tions. He  was  confined  in  the  British  dun- 
geon during  the  time  the  British  had  control 
of  Detroit  after  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Hull. 
We  find  his  name  among  the  list  of  subscrib- 
ers to  the  fund  for  the  purchase  of  gunpowder 
at  that  time  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  War 
in  May,  1812.  He  was  appointed  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  militia  in  command  of  "that 
part  of  the  battalion  which  resided  near  the 
river  Huron,"  and  he  continued  until  his 
extreme  old  age  to  be  an  active  power  among 
the  community  and  in  the  state  in  all  the 
movements  which  tended  to  the  material 
progress  of  the  county.  He  died  at  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, August  25th,  1844. 

Mr.  Clemens  was  a  descendant  of  the  early 
Dutch  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  a  fact  which 
was  apparent  in  his  speech ;  a  man  of  medium 
height,  strong  pronounced  features;  retaining 
his  mental  vigor  and  activity  even  after  his 
years  had  made  him  a  tottering  and  appar- 
ently feeble  old  man.  He  was  for  a  long  time 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
County  Court,  and  Probate  Judge.  His  legal 
education  was  limited,  but  his  sound  com- 
mon sense  and  sense  of  justice  came  to  his 
rescue  in  his  judicial  positions.  He  is  re- 
membered to  have  declared  that  Blackstone 
might  be  all  right,  but  it  wasn't  much  of  an 
authority  in  his  court. 

Upon  coming  to  Mt.  Clemens,  Christian 
Clemens  brought  as  members  of  his  family, 
in  addition  to  Mrs.  Clemens  and  their  chil- 
dren, two  children  of  Mrs.  Clemens  by  former 
marriage,  viz. :  James  C.  Allen  and  Mary, 
afterwards  the  wife  of  Colonel  Stockton.  The 
children  of  Judge  Clemens,  who  lived  to  ma- 
turity, were  Harriet,  who  married  Dr.  George 
Lee,  March  11th,  1828;  Ann,  who  married 
William  Canneld  May  13th,  1830 ;  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Sydney  S.  Hawkins,  April  23d, 
1833,  and  after  his  death,  Edward  C.  Gallup 
in  1838;  and  Louise,  who  married  Henry  D. 
Terry  in  February,  1845.     Of  General  Will- 
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iam  Canfield,  many  mentions  have  been  made 
elsewhere  in  this  history.  He  was  the  father 
of  Frank  H.  Canfield,  a  prominent  attorney 
of  Detroit;  James  A.  Canfield,  now  living  in 
Mt.  Clemens;  of  the  late  Judge  Arthur  L. 
Canfield;  the  late  William  J.  Canfield  and 
of  the  late  Augustus  H.  Canfield.  William 
Canfield  died  October  6,  1877,  and  his  wife, 
August  6,  1879.  Dr.  Lee,  the  husband  of  the 
oldest  daughter  of  Judge  Clemens,  was  one 
of  Mt,  Clemens'  earliest  physicians,  and  built 
the  large  residence  still  standing  at  the  corner 
of  Market  and  Walnut  streets.  His  oldest 
daughter,  Catherine,  was  the  wife  of  Joshua 
B.  Dickenson,  and  mother  of  the  first  wife 
of  George  M.  Crocker,  and  hence  the  grand- 
mother of  Mrs.  Judge  S.  W.  Knight.  The 
sons  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Lee  have  been  active  mem- 
bers of  the  journalistic  profession  in  Mt. 
Clemens  and  elsewhere  in  Michigan;  Walter 
T.  Lee  having  been  connected  with  the  Mon- 
itor and  other  papers  of  Mt.  Clemens  and  his 
son,  T almadge  Lee,  still  being  in  the  printing 
business  of  Mt.  Clemens.  Of  Henry  D.  Terry, 
mention  is  made  in  the  chapter  on  the  Bench 
and  Bar  of  the  county.  None  of  his  children, 
Dwight  Terry,  Henry  Terry  and  Mrs.  Julia 
Dwight,  are  residents  of  this  county.  The 
only  child  of  Elizabeth  Clemens  Gallup,  Mat- 
tie  Gallup,  married  Frank  E.  Crittenden  of 
Chesterfield  township,  where  her  two  children 
are  still  living.  Mr.  Gallup  died  August  28, 
1877,  aged  69,  and  Mrs.  Gallup,  March  30, 
1889,   aged  77  years. 

Capt.  James  C.  Allen,  a  stepson  of  Chris- 
tian Clemens,  married  March  1,  1831,  Eliza- 
beth Hayes,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hayes  of 
Marcellus.  His  oldest  child,  Mary,  was  the 
first  wife  of  George  F.  Lewis,  and  his  only 
other  child  was  Matilda,  the  wTife  of  Andrew 
S.  Robertson.  Of  the  descendants  of  Mary 
Stockton,  stepdaughter  of  Christian  Clem- 
ens, none  to  the  knowledge  of  the  writer  are 
residents  of  the  county,  except  Robert  W. 
Stockton,  a  grandson.  There  were  two  daugh- 
ters and  three  sons :  Ann,  who  died  unmar- 
ried ;  Julia,  the  first  wife  of  Andrew  S.  Rob- 
ertson, and  Craton,  Adolphus  and  David. 

Another  Allen  of  the  early  days  of  Mt. 
Clemens,  was  Ezekiel  Allen,  a  cousin  of 
James  C,  who  came  here  as  early  as  1817 
from  Springport,  Cayuga  County,  New  York. 
He  built  a  tannery  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
back  of  wThere  now^  stands  the  Wilson  block, 
and  a  little  later  a  store  on  the  hill  on  Front 
street,  where  for  a  long  time  he  ran  a  shoe 
shop.  He  also  built  a  store  used  as  a  dry 
goods  store,  which  was  removed  when   Geo. 


Nichols  built  a  brick  block  on  the  river  side 
of  Front  street.  He  also  at  one  time  owned 
much  of  the  Court  street  block  opposite  the 
Court  House,  and  there  he  had  his  home  for 
some  time.  In  his  house  was  held  some  of 
the  sessions  of  the  County  Court.  He  was 
chosen  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  in  1829 
one  of  the  prominent  candidates  for  County 
Treasurer.  December  2,  1821,  he  married 
Lavenia  Russell,  who  had  come  from  Batavia, 
New  York,  with  the  At  wood  and  Cady  fam- 
ily. He  died  in  1837,  survived  by  his  widow 
(who  died  in  1880)  and  six  children:  Gideon, 
who  died  in  1849 ;  Emily,  Mrs.  William  Tuck- 
er, and  mother  of  Porter  Tucker  of  Detroit; 
Harriet  E.,  Mrs.  Alex  Shelp  of  Detroit,  who 
died  in  1902 ;  Mrs.  Frances  Parshall  who  died 
many  years  ago  in  Mt.  Clemens;  Mary,  Mrs. 
Martin  Dietrich  of  Laingsburg;  and  Marion, 
who  still  lives  in  Mt.  Clemens. 

Rutter — Another    family    intimately    con- 
nected with  the  Clemens  family,  is  the  Rut- 
ter family.     Ann  Rutter,  sister  of  Christian 
Clemens,  came  to  Mt.  Clemens  with  her  chil- 
dren in  1834,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Thomas  Rutter  of  Maryland,   a  sea  captain 
and  United   States   Surveyor.     Among  these 
children  were  Thomas  Rutter,  for  many  years 
a  resident  of  Mt.  Clemens  and  later  of  Ro- 
meo ;  William  L.  Rutter,  Harry  Rutter,  who 
afterwards   made  his   home   in   Detroit,   and 
four  daughters:     Mrs.  Webb,  who  remained 
at  Mt.  Clemens  only  a  short  time;  Mrs.  Dalby, 
Mrs.  James  and  Mrs.  Dickinson.    Later  a  fifth 
(laughter,    Mrs.    Eastman,    came    from    their 
home   in  Philadelphia.     William    L.    Rutter 
was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  was  one 
of  the  first  trustees  of  Mt.  Clemens  village 
in  1851,  was  constable  in  the  village  for  23 
years   successively.      He   married   March   13, 
1856,  Miss  Emma  Campbell,  whose  sister  Ed- 
gar Weeks  married.    Mr.  Rutter,  his  wife  and 
oldest  son    W.   Harry,   are  still  residents  of 
Mt.  Clemens.    Keturah  Rutter  married  Amos 
Dalby,  the  very  competent  county  clerk  and 
register  of  deeds,  who  held  those  offices  in  the 
30  's.     They  lived  on  what  is  now  Cass  ave- 
nue, very  nearly  on  the  site  of  the  homestead 
of  the  late  E.  Wright  Hall.    After  the  death 
of  Mr.  Dalby  she  married  John  James,  who 
after  her  death  married  her  sister,  Adeline 
Rutter.      Julia   Rutter    married    Horace    H. 
Dickinson,  a  nephew  of  John  S.  Park,  one  of 
Mt.  Clemens'  earliest  tailors.     The  Dickinson 
family  moved  afterwards  to  Detroit  and  later 
to   Ypsilanti.      Harriett   M.    Rutter   married 
Robert   M.    Eastman,   a   native   of   Vermont, 
who  came  to  Mt.  Clemens  in  1835  and  was 
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for  many  years  one  of  its  leading  and  most 
active  business  men.  He  was  at  one  time  lo- 
cated on  the  northwest  corner  of  North  Gratiot 
and  Macomb  streets,  where  he  lived  and  also 
kept  a  store.  Here  his  first  wife,  a  sister  of 
Frederick  Hatch,  died  December  4,  1836. 
Later  his  store  was  located  on  the  corner  of 
Cass  avenue  and  Gratiot  where  he  at  one 
time  had  Edward  C.  Gallup  as  a  partner. 
After  his  marriage  to  his  second  wife,  they 
built  the  family  residence  still  standing  on 
the  corner  of  Cass  avenue  and  Walnut  streets, 
then  deemed  quite  out  of  town.  The  four 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eastman,  Frederick 
R.,  Arthur  R.,  Julia  and  Mrs.  Fannie  (George 
R.)  Law,  are  still  residents  of  Mt.  Clemens. 
Mr.  Eastman  died  while  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  in  Mt.  Clemens,  August  12th, 
1849,  and  Mrs.  Eastman,  October  26th,  1902, 
at  the  age  of  upwards  of  84  years. 

Dickinson-Hatch.  In  1836  to  Mt.  Clemens 
from  Vermont  came  Frederick  Hatch  and  his 
wife  and  family.  His  wife  was  a  half  sister 
of  Joshua  B.  Dickinson,  whose  father  and 
mother  came  to  Michigan  in  1841  and  located 
in  Mt.  Clemens  in  the  following  year.  Mr. 
Dickinson  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business, 
but  in  a  few  years  became  interested  in  the 
old  Romeo  &  Mt.  Clemens  Plank  Road  and 
in  the  real  estate  business.  By  his  thrift  and 
good  judgment  he  accumulated  a  considerable 
fortune  and  by  his  integrity,  liberality  and 
fair  dealing,  acquired  a  large  circle  of  warm 
friends  throughout  the  county.  In  politics 
he  was  a  stanch  democrat  and  for  many 
years  was  chairman  of  the  county  committee. 
In  1852  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer,  re- 
elected in  1854  and  subsequently  elected  Reg- 
ister of  Deeds.  In  1846  he  married  Kath- 
arine Lee,  daughter  of  George  Lee,  who  died 
August  8th,  1856.  About  the  same  time,  Mr. 
Dickinson  lost  three  children,  and  the  re- 
maining years  of  his  life,  his  interest  cen- 
tered around  the  only  surviving  child,  Kath- 
arine L.,  who  in  September  of  1870,  married 
George  M.  Crocker.  Mr.  Dickinson  died  in 
May,  1879,  while  holding  office  of  Mayor  of 
the  city. 

Mr.  Hatch  was  for  a  long  time  Justice  of 
Peace  in  Mt.  Clemens  and  was  engaged  in 
various  other  enterprises.  Of  his  large  fam- 
ily of  daughters,  one  married  Adolph  Guer- 
ber,  who  was  prominent  here  in  connection 
with  the  Liverpool  enterprise,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Brooklyn,  New  York;  one  married 
James  G.  Tucker,  Cashier  of  the  Macomb 
County  Bank,  and  father  of  our  present  Cir- 
cuit Judge ;  one  married  Mr.  Fraser  and  died 


many  years  ago,  and  two  died  at  Mt.  Clemens 
unmarried,  Martha,  in  1875,  and  Louisa,  in 
1881. 

Another  sister  of  Joshua  Dickinson  mar- 
ried Henry  M.  Dodge,  who  was  for  years  one 
of  the  merchants  of  Mt.  Clemens.  They  later 
removed  to  Minneapolis.  Another  sister  was 
Mrs.  P.  B.  Thurston,  spoken  of  in  connection 
with  his  life.  Still  another  sister  was  Mrs. 
E.  R.  Blackwell,  whose  husband  was  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  skillful  constructors 
of  dams,  and  who  was  largely  interested  in 
the  work  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal. 
Still  another  sister  was  Mrs.  Porter  Kibbee, 
who  with  his  brother  Henry  Kibbee,  for  a 
long  time  was  proprietor  of  Kibbee 's  mill, 
which  made  Frederick  a  successful  shipping 
point  of  the  county.  Jere  Kibbee  at  one  time 
who  was  Mt.  Clemens'  most  prominent  den- 
tist, who  later  removed  to  Port  Huron,  was 
another  brother  of  the  Kibbee  family. 

Prescott  B.  Thurston  was  born  in  Barre, 
Vermont,  April  7th,  1807.  He  came  to  Utica 
in  a  very  early  day  and  was  among  the  best 
beloved  of  the  school  teachers  there  and  kind- 
ly remembered  by  many  of  the  older  people 
of  that  vicinity  for  the  thoroughness  of  his 
instructions  and  the  excellence  of  his  friendly 
counsel.  He  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  county  in  1836,  defeating  Judge  Chris- 
tian Clemens,  who  had  held  the  office  for 
eighteen  years.  About  this  time  he  removed 
to  Mt.  Clemens  and  remained  a  citizen  of  the 
county's  capital  until  his  death,  February 
18th,  1866.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics  until 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  when 
he  entered  its  ranks.  He  was  defeated  in 
1840,  and  again  in  1841  at  a  special  election, 
but  only  through  erroneous  spelling  of  his 
name,  and  in  1848  was  re-elected  and  from 
that  time  until  January  1st,  1861,  he  presided 
in  the  Court  that  cares  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  this  county.  In  the  elections  of 
1848,  1852  and  1856,  he  was  pitted  against 
Lyman  B.  Price,  Harlehigh  Carter  and  Philo 
Tilson.  He  was  also  for  several  years  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  married  Prudence,  sister  of 
Joshua  B.  Dickenson  and  lived  for  some  time 
in  the  house  he  built  on  the  west  side  of  Gra- 
tiot street,  now  known  as  "The  Oakland.' ' 
He  and  his  wife  were  prominent  and  active 
members  of  Mt.  Clemens  society  of  their  day. 

Mullett,  John.  "While  not  a  citizen  of  Ma- 
comb county  it  may  be  of  interest  to  know 
something  of  the  life  and  personality  of  the 
surveyor  whose  handiwork  is  left  to  us  in 
Mullett 's  survey  of  the  larger  part  of  old 
Mt.  Clemens.    He  was  born  in  Halifax,  Wind- 
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ham  County,  Vermont,  July  11th,  1786,  and 
came  with  his  father's  family  to  Genesee 
County,  New  York,  in  1807.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Buffalo  Home  Guards  during  the 
War  of  1812  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Black  Rock.  In  1818  he  came  to  Detroit  and 
for  a  time  engaged  in  the  tailoring  business, 
but  this  trade  was  not  suited  to  his  active 
disposition,  tastes,  intellect  and  temperament. 
He  had  great  taste  for  mathematical  studies 
and  his  acquirements  in  those  branches  were 
considerable.  He  became  an  excellent  engi- 
neer and  surveyor.  In  1821  he  was  appoint- 
ed surveyor  of  Michigan  by  Gov.  Cass,  and 
was  much  employed  in  the  years  following 
in  engineering  duties  and  in  laying  out  the 
streets  and  avenues  of  Detroit.  In  1822  he 
was  appointed  United  States  deputy  surveyor 
and  while  so  engaged  took  part  in  a  fracas 
with  the  Indians  that  gave  its  name  to  the 
stream  called  Battle  Creek.  From  1831  to 
'34  he  was  largely  engaged  in  Wisconsin  and 
he  laid  out  many  villages  in  that  state  and 
this.  He  surveyed  the  road  from  Pontiac  to 
Saginaw  and  located  the  University  lands  in 
1830.  In  1853  he  removed  to  Meridian  town- 
ship, Ingham  County,  where  he  died  January 
10th,  1862. 

Atwood  Family.  Peter  Atwood  came  from 
Genesee  County,  New  York,  to  Mt.  Clemens 
in  1821,  having  in  1810  married  Lucy  Cady 
(nee  Hutchins),  who  with  her  children  of 
her  first  husband,  accompanied  him.  He 
started  on  the  farm  long  known  as  the  Edger- 
ly  farm,  and  later  as  the  Israel  T.  Parker 
farm.  He  died  in  1826.  All  his  children,  as 
well  as  his  stepchildren,  married  here  and 
they  and  their  families  are  important  factors 
in  the  county's  history.  One  daughter  be- 
came Mrs.  James  C.  Edgerly,  and  long  lived 
on  the  farm  just  referred  to.  Mr.  Edgerly 
was  originally  from  Massachusetts  but  came 
in  1822  from  Genesee  County,  New  York,  to 
Mt.  Clemens,  then  a  hamlet  of  eight  dwell- 
ings, the  court  house,  one  general  store,  a 
shoemaker  shop,  a  blacksmith  shop  and  a 
cooper  shop.  Mr.  Edgerly  died  there  Nov.  13, 
1856.  Among  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edgerly  were  Jane  S.,  wife  of  Jesse  0.  Ferris 
and  mother  of  Mrs.  Marion  (Dr.  Henry)  Tay- 
lor, of  Mt.  Clemens  and  of  James  Ferris ;  Mrs. 
Amanda  (Edward)  Fishpool  and  Henry  Edg- 
erly. Another  daughter  married  one  Bing- 
ham and  later  Merrill.  Her  three  daughters 
became  the  wives  of  three  of  Mt.  Clemens' 
most  active  citizens,  namely,  Thomas  L.  Sack- 
ett,  Giles  Hubbard  and  Aaron  "Weeks.  An- 
other daughter,   Euphemia,  married    Alfred 


Ashley,  son  of  Thomas  Ashley,  who  came  from 
Batavia,  New  York,  to  Mt.  Clemens  in  1820, 
of  whom  mentions  are  found  in  the  history  of 
early  Mt.  Clemens.  Alfred  Ashley  for  a 
time  ran  the  Ashley  Tavern  which  he  built, 
and  also  ran  a  store.  In  1845  he  moved  into 
Chesterfield  and  later  founded  the  village  of 
Ashley  (now  New  Baltimore),  and  for  a  long 
time  and  until  his  death  in  1857,  was  its  most 
prominent  citizen.  His  grandson  is  still  a 
resident  of  that  village. 

One  son  of  Peter  Atwood,  Sylvester  F., 
was  for  years  one  of  the  prominent  lake  cap- 
tains whose  home  was  always  at  Mt.  Clemens, 
where  he  died  in  1888.  His  son,  S.  Park  At- 
wood, is  a  resident  of  Detroit. 

The  oldest  son  of  Peter  Atwood  was  Hiram, 
for  many  years  after  1822  the  owner  of  the 
Atwood  farm  in  section  one  of  Clinton,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Jonathan  Widrig  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, and  grandfather,  through  Hiram  Atwood 
of  Mrs.  M.  M.  Smith,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Hole  and 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Kent,  all  of  Mt.  Clemens. 

Of  the  stepchildren  of  Peter  Atwood,  Lucy 
married  Silas  Halsey,  the  one-time  tavern 
keeper  of  the  village.  Chauncey  Cady  was 
an  active  pioneer  after  whom  Cady  Corners 
was  called,  and  Horace  H.  Cady,  who  long 
lived  in  section  35  of  Macomb,  now  owned 
by  his  son,  John  C.  Cady.  Chauncey  Cady 
was  very  active  in  his  later  days  in  all  pio- 
neer gatherings,  where  his  unfailing  fund 
of  anecdotes  and  keen  wit  and  humor  made 
him  most  welcome.  Louis  T.  Cady,  the  ex- 
Sheriff  and  present  Alderman  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, is  his  son.  Horace  H.  Cady  was  long 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Macomb  Township,  its 
Supervisor  several  times.  He  married  Susan 
Conner,  of  the  John  Conner  family,  and  he 
and  his  wife  each  lived  to  be  upwards  of 
80  years  of  age. 

Sackett  Family.  In  about  1829  four 
brothers,  sons  of  Lemuel  Sackett  of  English 
descent,  came  from  Pittsford,  New  York,  but 
earlier  from  Connecticut,  into  Macomb  Coun- 
ty. These  were  Noahdiah,  Lemuel,  Ralph  and 
Robert.  Sometime  later  another  brother, 
Daniel,  came  and  settled  near  Marshall  in 
this  state,  but  never  made  his  permanent 
home  in  Macomb  County.  Robert  Sackett 
was  lost  at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  the 
steamer  "Erie,"  while  still  unmarried.  Noah- 
diah Sackett  built  the  first  grist  mill  at  Fred- 
erick and  also  a  saw  mill.  These  Sackett 
mills  were  the  ones  sold  to  Horace  Steevens, 
the  founder  of  Frederick.  Noahdiah  had 
been  for  many  years  a  teacher  in  his  eastern 
home,  and  continued  that  work  in  the  new 
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country  during  the  winter  seasons.  His  son, 
George  S.,  came  at  the  age  of  18  with  his 
father  from  New  York  and  was  associated 
with  him  in  most  of  his  business  enterprises. 
Shortly  after  the  sale  of  the  mills  they  moved 
from  Macomb  county  and  none  of  his  descend- 
ants are  now  residents  of  this  county.  Mrs. 
Cornelius  S.  Perry  of  Lansing  is  a  grand- 
daughter. 

Of  the  quaint  humor  and  keen  wit  of  Ralph 
Sackett,  many  stories  have  been  handed 
down.  He  located  on  the  farm,  for  many 
years  now  known  as  the  Louis  Fox  farm  on 
the  south  branch  of  the  Clinton  River,  and 
later  for  a  short  time  lived  in  the  hotel  at 
Frederick  and  afterwards  built  the  house  long 
occupied  by  the  Rutter  family  on  the  corner 
of  South  Gratiot  and  Church  streets  in  Mt. 
Clemens.  Here  he  died  in  February  of  1862. 
He  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  William  M.  Camp- 
bell and  of  Thos.  L.  Sackett,  the  one  time 
Judge  of  Probate,  who  for  many  years  held 
a  novel  and  influential  position  in  Macomb 
county  political  circles.  He  (Thomas  L.) 
was  a  Republican,  but  his  successful  methods 
of  reaching  the  hearts  of  the  followers  of  the 
opposite  political  camp  created  so  many 
"Tom  Sackett  Democrats"  that  he  was  al- 
ways sure  of  election  long  after  the  Demo- 
cratic regime  had  started  on  its  almost  unin- 
terrupted quarter-of-a-century  control  of  all 
its  county  offices.  He  was  married  to  Mary 
Bingham  of  the  Atwood  family  and  left  two 
children,  Fred  L.  and  Jennie  Lewis,  neither 
of  whom  now  live  here.  He  died  in  1875, 
while  Judge  of  Probate,  having  held  that  of- 
fice nearly  seven  years,  and  that  of  Register 
of  Deeds  for  six  years. 

Another  inmate  of  the  Ralph  Sackett  home- 
stead was  Frank  Gabriel,  who  had  been  taken 
when  a  child  of  six  by  Ralph  Sackett,  and 
who  from  that  date  until  his  death  at  the 
age  of  about  75  was  always  connected  with 
the  Sackett  family.  No  whiter  heart  than  his 
ever  beat  under  a  black  skin.  He  was  faith- 
ful to  his  friends  and  true  to  himself  and  no 
Sackett  was  ever  known  to  hesitate  to  reeogj 
nize  and  welcome  him,  and  they  could  well 
be  proud  to  claim  him  as  a  friend. 

Lemuel  Sackett,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, November  8,  1808,  and  died  at  Mt. 
Clemens,  January  16,  1882.  From  about  1829 
to  1854  he  lived  upon  the  farm  selected  by 
him,  the  second  farm  up  the  river  from  that 
occupied  by  his  brother  Ralph.  Before  com- 
ing to  Macomb  county  he  had  married  Mary 
Miller,  the  daughter  of  John  Miller,  who  had 
come  from  Scotland  before  1800  to  Brighton, 


New  York.  John  Miller  and  his  family  fol- 
lowed the  daughter  some  two  or  three  years 
later  and  took  up  land  in  the  southwestern 
portion  of  Clinton.  He  was  the  father  of 
Dykes  Miller  (b.  1806,  d.  1889) ,  for  many 
years  a  prominent  farmer  of  Clinton,  whose 
children,  Robert  and  James,  are  still  residents 
of  the  county;  of  John  Miller,  who  returned 
to  New  York  state  and  there  died;  of  "Will- 
iam, James,  Jefferson  and  Helen,  all  of  whom 
died  unmarried;  and  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Harry  Harrington  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Will- 
iam S.  Donaldson  of  Mt.  Clemens. 

In  1854  Lemuel  Sackett  removed  to  Mt. 
Clemens  and  there  lived  until  his  death.  He 
was  deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  church  for 
over  twenty-five  years,  once  Postmaster  of  Mt. 
Clemens  and  always  a  respected  and  helpful 
citizen  of  the  community.  Of  his  children, 
Lemuel  M.  Sackett,  the  surveyor,  Mrs.  Fran- 
cis M.  Campbell  and  Mrs.  Martha  (Theodore 
H.)  Traver,  all  of  Mt,  Clemens,  are  still  liv- 
ing. Two  sons,  John  and  Robert,  sacrificed 
their  lives  in  behalf  of  the  country  during 
the  Civil  War. 

Campbell.  A  family  associated  with  the 
Sackett  family  by  marriage  is  the  Campbell 
family.  The  most  prominent  member  of  the 
family  here  was  William  M.,  who  was  born 
in  Livingston  County,  New  York,  Sept.  27th, 
1817,  the  son  of  John  Campbell  of  Scotland, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1794.  Will- 
iam M.  came  to  Mt.  Clemens  in  1836  and 
taught  school  here  for  a  year  and  then  re- 
turned to  New  York.  In  the  fall  of  1842  he 
returned  to  Macomb  county  and  settled  here 
permanently.  He  taught  school  and  later  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  pumps  at  Fred- 
erick, being  associated  with  that  business,  as 
well  as  in  farming,  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Thos.  L.  Sackett.  After  the  death  of  Mr. 
Sackett,  he  carried  on  the  management  of  the 
farms  alone,  at  one  time  owning  both  the 
Welts  farm  at  Frederick  (now  the  Hacker 
farm)  and  the  Conger  farm  at  Belvidere 
(now  the  Cottrell  farm).  He  was  an  earnest 
thinker,  and  omnivorous  reader,  an  advocate 
of  many  advanced  theories  of  finance,  agri- 
culture and  politics,  too  enthusiastic  in  his 
support  of  his  ideas  for  his  own  financial 
welfare  at  times.  He  and  his  wife  were  ar- 
dent Abolitionists,  and  supporters  of  the 
temperance  and  woman  suffrage  movements. 

January  17th,  1844,  Mr.  Campbell  married 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Ralph  Sackett,  at  Fred- 
erick. To  them  one  son,  William  T.,  was 
born,  who  now  lives  in  Texas.  He  married 
Mary,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Giles  and  Eu- 
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phemia  Hubbard.  Mrs.  Mary  Sackett  Camp- 
bell was  a  woman  of  most  admirable  and  lov- 
able type,  living  a  life  of  devotion  to  her 
family  and  her  ideals,  which  were  of  the  high- 
est. She  wras  born  January  17th,  1823,  and 
died  at  Mt.  Clemens  June  12th,  1890.  Mr. 
Campbell  died  at  Frederick  Oct.  18th,  1898. 
In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell,  as  a 
daughter  of  the  house,  lived  for  several  years 
after  she  became  an  orphan,  Fannie  Gilbert, 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  Gilbert,  one  of  Mt. 
Clemens'  early  blacksmiths,  now  Mrs.  Hasen 
S.  Pingree  of  Detroit.  In  the  declining  years 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell,  Mrs.  Pingree  filled 
again  most  beautifully  the  position  of  daugh- 
ter of  their  house  by  her  kindness  and 
thoughtfulness  of  their  comfort. 

Robert  S.  Campbell,  a  brother  of  William 
M.,  was  for  many  years  a  farmer  in  this  and 
Oakland  Counties.  He  married  Frances  M., 
daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Mary  (Miller)  Sack- 
ett. Their  only  child,  Mattie,  was  the  wife 
of  Milton  H.  Butler. 

Another  brother,  Tompkins  Campbell,  was 
here  for  a  short  time  and  returned  to  New 
York  State.  A  fourth  brother,  Dr.  Alexander 
Campbell,  a  most  able  and  skillful  physician, 
was  here  from  1835  to  1837  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  being  associated 
most  of  the  time  with  Dr.  Philo  Tillson.  The 
finding  of  the  dead  body  of  an  Indian  con- 
cealed in  a  barn  in  the  village  led  to  such 
excitement  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  who 
threatened  dire  vengeance  on  Dr.  Campbell, 
that  that  worthy  gentleman  thought  discre- 
tion the  better  part  of  valor,  and  left  this 
part  of  the  country. 

THE    GLASS    WORKS. 

Hall  and  Grovier  Families.  In  1835  from 
Woodstock,  New  York,  where  they  had  op- 
erated a  glass  factory,  came  to  Mt.  Clemens, 
Dr.  Ebenezer  Hall  and  Isaac  J.  Grovier,  his 
son-in-law,  and  purchased  from  Christian 
Clemens  the  site  of  the  pumping  station  of 
the  Original  Bath  and  Hotel  Company,  long 
known  as  the  glass-factory  property,  later  as 
the  Salt  "Well  property. 

The  glass  factory  was  operated  for  some 
eight  years  or  thereabout,  but  never  for  a 
great  length  of  time  with  financial  profit. 
At  one  time  it  was  rented  to  Jeremiah  Fol- 
som  and  operated  by  him.  After  its  abandon- 
ment as  a  factory  it  was  rented  by  the  Jennys, 
who  operated  a  stave  mill  in  the  block  next 
west  and  used  to  pack  ice  in.  The  marsh  hay 
used  to  pack  around  the  ice  becoming  dry 
in    the    following    summer    furnished    tinder 


that  caused  the  destruction  of  the  building 
in  January,  1853. 

Dr.  Hall  was  a  prominent  and  popular 
person  in  Mt.  Clemens  for  years,  famed 
alike  for  his  kind-heartedness,  his  medical 
skill,  his  unfailing  good  humor  and  his  quaint, 
quick  wit.  Of  his  seven  children  all  but  two 
spent  their  entire  lives  after  1835  with  their 
homes  at  Mt.  Clemens,  and  those  two  a  large 
part  of  their  lives.  Miss  Zamira  Hall  died 
here  at  the  home  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Forster, 
within  the  last  ten  years.  Mrs.  Mary  Fiero, 
Mrs.  Olivia  Grovier,  and  Mrs.  Eliza  (Rev. 
Thos.)  Forster,  were  daughters,  and  William 
Hall  (died  at  Mt.  Clemens  unmarried  in 
18 — ),  John  (who  died  in  the  south  during 
the  war,  unmarried)  and  E.  Wright  Hall,  for 
many  years  a  prominent  merchant  of  the 
place,  father  of  William  Hall,  were  his  sons. 
E.  Wright  Hall  married  the  daughter  of 
William  Beer,  who  came  from  New  York  in 
the  early  30 's,  built  a  saw  mill  in  company 
with  Snook  near  the  Parrott  farm  east  of  the 
village,  and  later  worked  on  the  canal  locks. 
Mrs.  Geo.  Fenton  of  the  Fenton  House  is  a 
granddaughter  of  Mr.  Beer.  Rev.  Thos.  Fors- 
ter came  from  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  to 
take  charge  of  the  Presbyterian  church  here. 
Failing  health  compelled  him  to  give  up  ac- 
tive work  in  the  pulpit,  and  he  thereafter 
made  his  home  here.  Miss  Mary  Forster, 
Thomas  Forster  of  Mt.  Clemens  and  John 
Forster  of  Shelby  are  his  children.  Dr.  Hall 
built  the  house  on  East  street,  still  standing, 
the  eastern-most  in  Block  44,  where  he  died 
July  2d,  1865,  aged  82. 

Isaac  J.  Grovier  long  lived  in  a  house 
where  now  stands  the  Avery  House,  having 
added  largely  to  the  James  Connor  house 
there,  and  after  his  death  the  family  built 
and  lived  where  now  stands  the  Capt.  Dulac 
homestead.  Mrs.  Charlotte  (William)  Diehl 
and  Mrs.  Alice  (Frederick)  Lonsby  are  his 
daughters.  Isaac  Grovier,  the  youngest  son, 
is  in  Kansas.  The  other  three  sons,  George 
and  Arthur,  now  deceased,  and  Edwin  H.,  of 
Mt.  Clemens,  for  years  continued  the  busi- 
ness carried  on  in  their  lifetime  by  Dr.  Hall 
and  Isaac  J.  Grovier. 

Shook  and  Traver  Families.  In  1845  from 
Hudson  on  the  Hudson  River  came  Capt. 
Jacob  Shook,  and  his  son-in-law,  John  I. 
Traver,  with  their  families,  and  purchased 
private  claim  172,  including  the  Fulton  and 
Irwin  farms  in  Harrison.  In  a  short  time, 
Mr.  Traver  sold  out  his  interest  to  his  father- 
in-law  and  moved  into  the  village.  Capt. 
Shook  continued  to  live  on  this  farm  until 
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his  death,  April  11th,  1863,  at  the  age  of  83. 
He  was  the  father  of  Theron  Shook,  who 
owned  the  present  Fulton  farm;  of  Robert 
Shook,  and  of  two  other  sons  who  remained 
in  the  East,  and  of  one  daughter,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  Teats  (a  cousin  of  John  I.  Trav- 
er)  ;  one  daughter,  who  married  David 
Shook,  and  of  two  daughters  who  were  the 
first  and  second  wives  of  John  I.  Traver. 
Theron  Shook  was  the  father  of  Jacob  Shook, 
of  Aurora,  111.,  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Columbus 
C.)  Hall  of  Macomb  township,  and  Gertrude 
Chase  of  Mt.  Clemens.  Robert  Shook  (son  of 
Capt.  Jacob)  and  his  wife,  Sophia,  were  the 
parents  of  Robert  and  Eugene  Shook,  still 
residents  of  Mt.  Clemens;  of  Mrs.  William  E. 
Hall  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Hubbard,  also  of  Mt. 
Clemens,  and  of  Egbert  Shook  and  Phillip 
Shook,  now  deceased.  Henry  Teats,  who  mar- 
ried one  of  the  daughters  of  Capt.  Jacob 
Shook,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens 
of  Harrison  Towriship  for  many  years,  having 
been  Supervisor  of  the  township  for  three 
years  and  Register  of  Deeds  of  the  county  for 
four.  Edward  Teats,  now  of  Mt.  Clemens, 
Jacob  Teats  of  Kansas,  Robert  Teats  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Campau  of  Harrison,  were  among 
the  children  of  that  marriage. 

John  I.  Traver,  twice  son-in-law  of  Capt. 
Jacob  Shook,  had  been,  prior  to  his  coming  to 
Michigan,  a  merchant  and  officeholder  in  his 
New  York  home  and  private  secretary  to  one 
of  the  Livingston  family.     After  his  coming 
here  he  was  for  many  years  Supervisor,  for 
four  years  Register  of  Deeds  of  the  county, 
and  a  frequent  officeholder  of  clerical  posi- 
tions.    He  at  one  time,  in  partnership  with 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Barry,  ran  a  nursery 
directly  opposite  where  now  stands  St.  Jo- 
seph's   Sanitarium    on    North    Avenue.      He 
died  June  1st,  1872,  aged  72  years  and  seven 
months.       His       widow,       Lucinda       Shook 
Traver,  died  Sept.  24th,  1900,  aged  89  years 
and  three  months.    Mrs.  Ada  (John  E.)  Van 
Eps  and  Mrs.  Kate   (Moore)    Stephens  were 
children  of  John  I.  Traver  by  his  first  wife, 
and  Theodore  IT.,   Edward,   Eugene,  Arthur 
and  Robert  H.  (Detroit  merchant),  were  sons 
of  the  second  wife,  while  Mrs.  Mary  (James 
F.)    Brennan,  Mrs.  Allie   (George)    Harring- 
ton and  Mrs.  Adelaide   (George)   Harrington 
of  Detroit,  were  daughters  of  that  marriage. 
Van  Eps  &  Company.    One  of  the  business 
firms  of  longest  standing  of  Mt.  Clemens  bore 
the  foregoing  title.     John  E.  Van  Eps,  the 
elder  brother  of  the  firm,  came  to  Mt.  Clem- 
ens from  Geneva,  New  York,   in  February, 
1844,  when  just  past  twenty-two  years  of  age. 


In  July  of  that  year  he,  in  company  with 
George  Wylde,  bought  the  tannery  standing 
where  now  Capt.  Jno.  Tucker  has  a  coal  yard, 
from  Edward  C.  Gallup.  In  October  follow- 
ing he  was  joined  by  his  brother,  George  B. 
Van  Eps,  and  the  three  ran  a  tannery,  and  in 
the  following  spring  started  a  harness,  shoe 
and  boot  store.  The  tannery  continued  to  be 
run  by  the  firm  until  the  death  of  George 
B.  Van  Eps  in  1887  and  the  store  continued 
under  the  management  of  Charles,  son  of 
George  B.,  for  some  years  longer.  The  Van 
Eps  brothers  bought  out  their  partner,  Wylde, 
in  about  1848.  In  1863,  upon  the  death  of 
Moore  Stephens,  the  two  Van  Eps  brothers, 
with  Theodore  Traver,  brother-in-law  of 
John  E.,  bought  the  dry  goods  business  that 
had  been  run  by  Stephens,  and  from  then 
until  about  1874  the  two  businesses  were  con- 
ducted by  them.  At  about  the  later  date 
Traver  took  the  dry  goods  business  and  the 
Van  Eps  brothers  turned  their  entire  atten- 
tion to  the  leather  business  again.  Associated 
with  them  for  a  time,  with  a  branch  store  at 
Romeo,  was  Samuel  Fitch,  brother-in-law  of 
George  B.  Another  brother,  Abram,  came  on 
from  the  east  in  1845^  but  died  the  same 
year.  A  half-sister,  Susan,  also  came  to  this 
place  for  her  home  and  was  stricken  with  the 
cholera  in  1849  while  on  a  visit  to  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Loucks,  at  Belvidere.  William  Loucks, 
a  harness  maker,  had  married  Eliza,  the  sister 
of  the  Van  Eps  brothers,  and  came  to  Mt. 
Clemens  in  1846  from  Ohio.  He  died  here 
leaving  his  widow  and  two  children,  Fannie 
M.,  wife  of  Robert  Welts,  who  died  in  Febru- 
ary of  1905,  and  Charlotte,  wife  of  G.  M. 
Chase  of  Luclington,  Mich.  Another  sister, 
Margaret,  had  married  Robert  Watterson,  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  they  came  to  Mt. 
Clemens  also  and  made  their  home  here 
thereafter.  Mrs.  Allie  (Hiram)  Atwood,  and 
Mrs.  Susan  (A.  Martin)  Keeler  and  Miss 
Adeline  Watterson  of  this  city,  and  Mrs.  Kate 
Gosling  of  Detroit  were  their  children. 

John  E.  Van  Eps  married  February  2d, 
1848,  Ada,  daughter  of  John  I.  Traver,  and 
with  his  wife  is  still  living  in  this  city.  Of 
their  children,  Arthur  E.,  Kate,  Maud,  Ada 
M.  (Mrs.  Dr.  Wm.  C.  Tennant),  and  Effie 
(Mrs.  Otto  Bartley),  are  residents  of  this 
place.  The  others  were  Frank  and  Allie 
(Mrs.  Henry  Ferris).  Mr.  Van  Eps  has  been 
President  of  the  village  and  Mayor  of  the 
city. 

George  B.  Van  Eps  married,  first,  Maria 
Ashley,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Euphemia 
Ashley  of  Ashley  (New  Baltimore)  ;  and,  sec- 
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ondly,  Mary,  a  daughter  of  Benj.  Robertson, 
and  later  Matilda  Fitch  of  Albion,  New  York. 
Mrs.  Marie  (Spencer  B.)  Russell  and  Mrs. 
Mattie  (Geo.  L.)  Fulton  of  this  place  are 
children  of  the  last  marriage,  besides  whom 
are  Charles  H.  and  Mrs.  Mary  Ward  of  Chi- 
cago. Geo.  B.  Van  Eps  died  in  April,  1887, 
and  his  widow,  Matilda  A.,  in  September, 
1900. 

William  Lewis  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
in  1799   and  came  to  Mt.  Clemens  with  his 
wife  in  about  1832  from  Bunker  Hill.     He 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  active  in  many 
other  lines  of  work,  and  at  one  time  ran  a 
livery  stable  here.     He  was  at  one  time  asso- 
ciated with  Aaron  Whitney,  Jr.,  in  the  prop- 
erty  on   the   corner   of   Front    and   Macomb 
streets,   where  now  stands  the  Ullrich  Bank 
and  where  Whitney  for  a  number  of  years 
ran  a  store.     He  sold  this  property  to"jere 
Folsom  in  1836.     In  1835  he  purchased  from 
Davis,    who    had    a   couple   of    years    earlier 
bought  from  Clemens  the  site  of  the  present 
Macomb  county  jail.     Here  Lewis  for  many 
years  lived  with  his  family.     He  joined  the 
"forty  niners"  and  thereafter  lived  in  Cali- 
fornia,  where  he   died   in   1881.     He  was   a 
man  of  strong  personality  and  many  eccen- 
tricities.     George   Frederick   Lewis,   his   son, 
had   been   a   printer   and   publisher   at    Port 
Huron,  and  soon  after  the  year  1854,  returned 
to  Mt.  Clemens  and  established  the  Peninsular 
Advocate.     Its  office  was  located  in  the  "Le- 
viathan" block  on  Front  street,     Later  Mr. 
Lewis  removed  to  Saginaw  and  the  Advocate 
ceased  to  exist.     At  Saginaw,  Mr.  Lewis  was 
connected   with   prominent   papers,    and   was 
for  years   editor   of  the    Saginawian,    and   a 
recognized  power  in  newspaper  circles  in  the 
state.     He  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  Old  Crowd  of  Mt.  Clemens  and  a  con- 
stant attendant  at  its  meetings  until  his  death 
May   30th,    1889.     His   brother,    William   A. 
Lewis,   is  still  a  resident  of  Everett,   Michi- 
gan.    Frances,   daughter   of  William  Lewis, 
married   Norton   L.    Miller,   July   4th,    1843. 
Mr.    Miller   was   born   in   Berkshire   County, 
Massachusetts,  December  2d,  1815,  and  came 
with  his  family  into  Ray  township,  this  coun- 
ty, in  1840.     He  was  a  miller  by  trade,  and 
most  of  his  life  Avas  actively  connected  with 
the  mills  of  Macomb  and  Oakland  counties. 
He  was  elected  Register  of  Deeds  of  the  coun- 
ty in  1856  and  1858.     In  December,  1861,  he 
went  to  the  Lakeville  mills  in  Oakland  county, 
owned  by  his  brother-in-law,  Neil  Gray,  which 
he  operated  for  six  years.     Returning  to  Mt. 
Clemens  in  June,  1867,  he  was  elected  a  mem- 


ber of  the  Legislature  the  following  year  and 
re-elected  in  1870.  Lewis  M.  Miller,  long 
prominently  connected  with  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan  as  Clerk  of  the  House  and  of  the 
Senate,  and  Compiler  of  the  Statutes  of  Mich- 
igan; William  N.  Miller,  present  Deputy 
Sheriff  of  the  county ;  Fannie  M.  Russell  and 
Abner  P.  Miller  of  Mt.  Clemens,  and  Mrs. 
Millie  (Preston)  Keith  of  Buffalo  are  their 
children.  George  Fred  Lewis  married  first 
a  daughter  of  Capt.  James  C.  Allen,  and  sec- 
ondly a  sister  of  Andrew  S.  Robertson,  the 
attorney. 

Horace  II.   Steevens  was  born  in   Sharon, 
Connecticut,  August  29th,  1799,  and  came  to 
Macomb  county  in  1833,  and  in  1836  platted 
the  village  of  Frederick.     He  purchased  the 
mills  built  by  Noahdiah  Sackett  and  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother,  Frederick  L.  Steev- 
ens, ran  the  same  until  they  were  sold  to  the 
Michigan  State  Bank.     In  1841  he  removed 
to  Pontiac  and  later  to  AVaterford,  where  he 
owned  and  ran  mills.     He  returned  to  Fred- 
erick in  1847,  where  he  died  in  March,  1849. 
He  was  for  years  postmaster  of  Mt.  Clemens, 
having  been  appointed  by  Van  Buren.     He 
served  two  terms  as  Associate  Judge  of  the 
County    Court.      He   was    a    member    of  the 
Legislature  of  1845  and  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  locate  the  state's  prison 
at  Jackson.     He  was  married  to  Henrietta  C. 
Petrie.     Of  his  children,  Henry  H.  Steevens 
of  Mt.   Clemens;   Clark  D.   Steevens  of  Ma- 
comb  township,    and   Mrs.    Cora     (William) 
Jenney  of  Frederick,  are  still  living.     Three 
other  daughters  were  Mrs.  Mary  (Gen.  David 
II.)     Williams    of    Pittsburg,    Pennsylvania; 
Mrs.  Marion  Edgar  of  Detroit,  and  Mrs.  An- 
nette    (William    J.)     Canfield.      Henry     H. 
Steevens  was  born  in  Clairmont,  New  York, 
September  14th,  1826,  and  married  to  Eliza 
Miller,  January  1st,  1848.     She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of   Milton   Miller,   brother   of  Norton  L. 
Miller,  who  came  from  Massachusetts.     Mr. 
Steevens   served  through  the   Mexican   War, 
having  abandoned  his  legal  studies  to  enter 
the  army.     Mr.  Steevens  and  wife  are  living 
with  their  family  at  Mt.  Clemens.     Cora,  the 
daughter  of  Horace  Steevens,  married  in  Feb- 
ruary,   1866,    William    Jenney,     who     came 
with  his  parents  to  Macomb  county  in  1843. 
Mr.  Jenney  served  through  the  war,  having 
entered  the  service  as  a  captain  and  commis- 
sioned as  major  in  1863,  and  raised  to  a  col- 
onelcy by  Gov.  Croswell  in  1865.    He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1866,  elected  to  the  State 
Senate  in  1876,  Secretary  of  State  in  1878- 
1880,   postmaster   Mt.    Clemens   eight    years. 
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Their  son,  William  S.  Jenney,  is  now  one  of 
the  active  members  of  the  Maeomb  county 
bar.  Frederick  H.  Steevens,  brother  of  Hor- 
ace Steevens,  a  merchant  in  Detroit  and  kept 
his  residence  there,  although  largely  interest- 
ed in  Frederick  property.  His  son,  Sears 
Steevens,  was  at  one  time  a  resident  of  Ster- 
ling township,  and  a  grandson  at  one  time 
a  merchant  in  Utica. 

In  1838  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Court 
and  Macomb  streets  was  started  a  mercantile 
business  which  was  destined  to  be  one  of  the 
most  long-lived  of  Mt.  Clemens  business  en- 
terprises. It  was  started  by  John  Stephens, 
who  came  from  London,  Ontario,  and  opened 
a  general  store.  About  the  same  time  came 
Moore  Stephens,  who  in  about  1842  was  re- 
ceived as  a  partner  by  his  brother,  John,  in 
this  business.  For  them  in  1842  and  1843, 
Oliver  Chapaton  was  clerking,  and  in  1851 
he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Stephens 
and  Chapaton,  which  continued  until  1860. 
During  this  time  John  Stephens,  who  had  al- 
ways been  actively  engaged  in  other  enter- 
prises than  this  store,  was  interested  with 
Robert  F.  Eastman  in  a  grain  elevator  and 
warehouse  standing  where  Fleumer's  grist 
mill  now  stands.  His  association  with  Mr. 
Eastman  continued  until  Mr.  Eastman's 
death.  Later  Mr.  John  Stephens  removed 
to  Detroit  where  he  died  in  1881.  Be- 
tween 1848,  when  John  Stephens  retired  from 
the  firm  of  J.  and  M.  Stephens,  and  in  1851, 
when  Mr.  Chapaton  became  connected  with 
the  firm,  George  C.  Fletcher  was  associated 
with  Moore  Stephens  under  the  firm  name  of 
Stephens  &  Fletcher.  After  the  retirement 
of  Mr.  Chapaton  from  the  firm,  Moore  Steph- 
ens associated  with  him  as  partner  Theodore 
H.  Traver,  and  for  three  years  the  firm  was 
Stephens  &  Traver.  Upon  the  death  of  Moore 
Stephens  in  1863,  Van  Eps  &  Co.  purchased 
the  business,  and  from  then  until  about  1874 
the  title  of  the  firm  was  Traver,  Van  Eps  & 
Company.  For  a  few  years  Theodore  H. 
Traver  ran  the  business  alone  and  then  sold 
to  Grovier  Bros.,  who  combined  the  business 
with  their  drug  store,  which  had  been  run 
by  their  family  for  a  great  many  years.  The 
retirement  of  Edwin  H.  Grovier,  surviving 
partner  of  Grovier  Bros.,  in  1902  marked  the 
passing  of  this  mercantile  house  which  for 
upwards  of  sixty  years  had  been  one  of  the 
most  prominent  in  Mt.  Clemens. 

Of  the  men  who  had  conducted  it,  Oliver 
Chapaton,  Edwin  H.  Grovier  and  Theodore 
H.  Traver  are  still  residents  of  this  city. 
Moore  Stephens  married  Kate,  second  daugh- 


ter of  John  I.  Traver,  and  for  a  great  many 
years  had  his  residence  in  a  large  house  on 
Gratiot  avenue  south  No.  72.  His  brother, 
John  Stephens,  built  and  for  a  long  time 
lived  in  the  house  next  south,  now  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carney.  Mrs.  Kate  S.  Stew- 
art, proprietress  of  the  Sherman  House,  is  his 
daughter.  Three  brothers  of  John  and  Moore 
Stephens  were  also  for  a  short  time  residents 
of  the  county;  Robert  at  Mt.  Clemens,  who 
soon  returned  to  Toronto;  James,  for  many 
years  at  Utica,  and  Henry  at  Romeo,  later 
of  Detroit. 

Geo.  C.  Fletcher,  son  of  Jesse  Fletcher  of 
Windsor  County,  Vermont,  was  born  June 
13th,  1817,  came  to  Mt.  Clemens  in  1836  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  here  and  in 
Detroit  connected  with  mercantile  life.  He 
married  in  1836  Eliza  G.  Hough.  He  was 
the  father  of  Emma  Farrington  and  Betsey 
Canfield  Burt,  now  living  in  Europe,  and 
George  W.  Fletcher,  now  a  resident  of  Me- 
nominee. Mr.  Fletcher  died  at  Mt.  Clemens 
October  25th,  1897. 

Samuel  S.  Gale,  son  of  William  Gale,  was 
born  in  Genoa,  Cayuga  County,  New  York, 
January  4th,  1819.  His  father  was  a  teacher, 
builder  and  farmer.  In  1842  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  for  a  time  taught  school  at 
Pontiac;  was  admitted  as  an  attorney-at-law 
at  that  place  in  1846,  and  the  next  year 
opened  a  law  office  at  Farmington,  where  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Collins,  daughter  of  one 
of  Oakland  County's  pioneers.  In  1852  he 
was  principal  of  one  of  the  schools  at  Ann 
Arbor  and  three  years  later  returned  to  the 
dry  goods  business  at  Farmington.  Upon 
the  organization  of  the  Union  school  at  Mt. 
Clemens  he  was  selected  as  its  principal.  In 
November,  1862,  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  Charles  Sturtevant  in  the  hardware 
business,  and  in  March,  1864,  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  partner.  He  continued  the 
hardware  business  until  into  the  80 's  in  the 
stand  now  occupied  by  the  Ullrich  Hardware 
Company,  his  successors  through  his  son, 
George  C.  Gale,  Clarence  M.  Stephens  and 
Reuben  C.  Ullrich.  His  children  were 
George  C.  Gale  of  Detroit,  and  Cynthia  Gale 
Palmer  of  Chicago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gale  were 
prominent  and  active  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in 
the  social,  educational  and  business  prosper- 
ity and  progress  of  the  place.  Mrs.  Gale 
died  February  22d,  1889,  and  Mr.  Gale  No- 
vember 16th,  1893. 

Charles  Sturtevant,  above  referred  to,  was 
also  at  one  time  partner  of  Benjamin  Rob- 
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ertson,  another  of  Mt.  Clemens'  citizens,  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  business.  Mr.  Rob- 
ertson was  the  father  of  George  W.  Robert- 
son; of  Mary,  second  wife  of  Geo.  B.  Van 
Eps,  and  Frances,  wife  of  Dr.  Burt,  one  time 
one  of  Mt.  Clemens'  prominent  practitioners, 
later  of  Chicago.  The  business  conducted  by 
Robertson  was  afterwards  carried  on  by  Geo. 
W.  Robertson  and  his  partner,  William  Daley, 
later  by  Crittenden  &  Posner,  by  Posner  & 
Czizek,  Czizek  Brothers  and  at  present  by 
Casper  Czizek. 

Among  the  tailors  of  Mt.  Clemens  the  mid- 
dle of  the  last  century  was  William  Roy,  who 
married  Ann  Connor,  daughter  of  John  Con- 
nor, March  25th,  1832.  He  was  for  many 
years  keeper  of  the  toll  gate  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Detroit  &  Mt.  Clemens  Plank 
Road  Company.  Edward,  R.  B.  and  Harry 
Roy  of  Mt.  Clemens,  are  his  grandsons. 
James  and  Charles  Williams  were  also  tailors 
in  Mt.  Clemens,  but  each  was  at  times  inter- 
ested in  the  general  mercantile  business. 
James  Williams  married  Mary,  a  sister  of 
George  C.  Fletcher.  They  were  the  parents 
of  Frank  F.  Williams,  an  attorney  of  Detroit 
and  Chicago,  now  deceased,  and  of  Mrs.  Julia 
(James)  McGarvey  of  England. 

Gilbert  Longstaff,  born  in  England,  first 
settled  in  America  in  Canada,  but  in  1837 
became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Macomb  Coun- 
ty. He  first  bought  government  land  in  Rich- 
mond township,  but  soon  after  removed  to 
Macomb  Township,  where  he  continued  to 
live  until  his  death  in  1872.  His  three  sons 
came  with  him  from  England  and  became 
prominent  and  life-long  residents  of  the 
county,  John  and  Richard  in  Macomb  Town- 
ship and  William  in  Macomb.  John  Long- 
staff  married  Sarah  Van  Horn,  and  their 
five  daughters  were  Mrs.  Helen  (Henry) 
Bellman,  Mrs.  Rose  (Van)  Chapman,  Mrs. 
Esther  (Henry)  Warren,  Mrs.  Julia  (Thom- 
as) Warns,  and  Mrs.  Allie  (Henry)  Alberts. 
Richard  Longstaff,  who  died  also  in  1872 
(November),  was  married  to  Rachell  Van 
Horn,  and  to  them  two  children  were  born, 
Mrs.  Mary  (Preston)  Bentley,  and  Alfred 
A.  Longstaff.  William  Longstaff,  who  early 
settled  in  Mt.  Clemens,  married  Ann  Ruth 
Van  Horn,  and  of  their  three  children,  two, 
George  H.  of  Mt.  Clemens,  and  John  of  De- 
troit, are  still  living.  Miss  Elizabeth  Long- 
staff,  a  daughter,  died  in  Mt.  Clemens  in 
1902.  William  Longstaff  learned  the  print- 
ers' trade  and  was  for  some  years  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Macomb  Conservative 
Press,   the  predecessor  of  the  Mt.   Clemens 


Press.  He  was  chosen  for  several  of  the 
local  offices  and  for  upwards  of  forty  years 
was  one  of  the  constables  of  Clinton  Town- 
ship and  Mt.  Clemens  city.  He  was  appointed 
Under-Sheriff  by  Sheriff  Dekay,  and  upon 
his  death  in  1887  became  acting  Sheriff  of 
the  county.  His  integrity,  faithfulness  and 
trustworthiness  were  such  that  he  occupied  an 
enviable  position  in  the  community.  He  died 
here  in  the  city,  August  31st,  1891. 

Bruno  Van  Landeghem  was  born  in  Bel- 
gium in  November,  1818,  a  son  of  Jacob 
Van  Landeghem,  and  came  to  Mt.  Clemens  in 
1848.  He  operated  the  North  Branch  Flour- 
ing Mills  for  seven  years;  engaged  in  the 
grain  and  pork  business  at  Mt.  Clemens,  and 
from  1859  on  to  the  time  of  his  death  was 
interested  in  the  stave  manufacture.  His 
mill  and  yard  for  years  occupied  most  of  the 
block  lying  between  Walnut,  Macomb,  Cherry 
and  New  streets,  and  during  the  last  few 
years  of  its  existence  was  located  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  opposite  and  above  Terry  street. 
He  had  a  large  business  and  was  so  successful 
that  he  accumulated  no  small  fortune.  His 
sterling  worth  and  integrity,  his  wholesome 
common  sense  and  liberality  endeared  him  to 
all.  He  was  the  trusted  counselor  and  friend 
particularly  of  the  large  number  of  his  coun- 
trymen who,  largely  because  of  his  being 
here,  now  form  a  large  element  in  our  popu- 
lation. In  1884  he  built  the  Van  Landeghem 
block  on  Walnut  street.  He  died  in  October, 
1894,  leaving  one  son,  Frank,  now  of  Mt. 
Clemens,  and  four  grandchildren,  children  of 
Bruno  Van  Landeghem,  Jr.  (born  at  Mt. 
Clemens,  1854,  and  died  1885).  His  wife 
was  Melanie  Vanrenterghem,  sister  of  the 
Rev.  Fr.  Vanrenterghem. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


MT.    CLEMENS,    THE    CITY. 

The  circumstances  surrounding  the  incor- 
poration of  Mt.  Clemens  as  a  city  have  al- 
ready been  referred  to.  The  impetus  received 
in  public  affairs  by  this  incorporation  and  the 
erection  of  the  new  court  house  and  county 
jail  combined  with  the  building  boom  which 
occurred  at  about  the  same  time,  to  make  the 
city  the  scene  of  great  activity  and  pros- 
perity. Since  that  time  its  progress  has  been 
steady  and  continuous  without  any  unhealthy 
mushroom  growth.  In  politics  the  city  has 
usually  been  strongly  Democratic,  but  a  suf- 
ficiently large  body  of  independent  voters  has 
always  existed  to  secure  the  election  of  offi- 
cers of  the  opposite  party  on  occasions  when 
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strong  dissatisfaction  arose.  The  Mayors  of 
the  city  have  been  as  follows:  Joshua  B. 
Dickinson,  April,  1879;  George  M.  Crocker, 
June,  1879-1881 ;  Spencer  B.  Russell,  1881-3 ; 
Judson  S.  Farrar,  1883-5;  John  E.  Van  Eps, 
1885-87 ;  George  W.  Robertson,  1887-8 ;  Will- 
iam J.  Daley,  1888-9;  Thomas  M.  Crocker, 
1889-1891;  Andrew  B.  Chapin,  1891-2;  Will- 
iam C.  Tennant,  1892-4;  Andrew  T.  Donald- 
son, 1894-98 ;  William  D.  Wilson,  1898-9 ;  Reu- 
ben C.  Ullrich,  1899-1901 ;  William  F.  Berry, 
1901-2;  Martin  Crocker,  1902-03;  Albert  A. 
Parisot  1903-04;  John  H.  Westendorf,  1904 
to  19—. 

The  Clerks  of  the  city  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: Henry  W.  Babcock,  1879;  James  G. 
Tucker,  1880;  Augustus  C.  Dahm,  1881;  W. 
Harrv  Butter,  1882-86;  Charles  A.  Fitch, 
1887-91;  W.  Harry  Rutter,  1892;  Arthur  E. 
Van  Eps,  1893-4;  Spencer  J.  Dalby,  1895-7; 
Henry  C.  Benton,  1898-1902;  William  F. 
Kraeht,  1903,  to  present  (1905). 

The  Treasurers  of  the  city  have  been  as 
follows:  George  H.  Pelton,  1879-80;  Jacob 
W.  Shook,  1881-2;  Bruno  Van  Landeghem, 
Jr.,  1883-4;  Alexander  Jacobi,  1885-90;  An- 
thony Czizek,  1891-4;  John  H.  Westendorf, 
1895-7;  Paul  Lefevre,  1898-9;  Alphonse  D. 
Lefevre,  1900-01;  Edward  Paya,  1902-03; 
William  H.   Miller,   1904-05. 

The  most  of  the  offices  of  the  City  Officials 
are  to  be  found  in  the  basement  of  the  Court 
House,  arrangement  having  been  made  for 
a  long  lease  thereof  for  that  purpose  at  the 
time  the  city  provided  for  the  building.  Af- 
ter considerable  and  lengthy  agitation  for 
them  a  system  of  water-works  was  provided 
for  in  1888  and  installed  in  that  year.  It 
has  been  very  much  extended  and  improved 
from  time  to  time  until  at  the  present  time 
its  estimated  cost  has  been  about  $105,000. 
The  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  city  on  ac- 
count of  its  water  works  is  at  present  $20,- 
000  only.  The  pumping  station  and  wells  of 
the  systems,  including  the  very  tasty  little 
park  about  them,  cover  about  four  acres  of 
ground  on  the  bank  of  the  Clinton,  just  be- 
low the  crossing  of  the  Gratiot  Turnpike. 
Until  1901  the  source  of  the  water  supply 
was  the  Clinton  River,  but  that  year  saw  the 
digging  of  the  first  of  the  twenty-two  wells 
from  which  at  present  the  supply  is  drawn. 
These  wells  were  put  down  at  a  total  cost 
of  little  over  $7,000,  and  have  avoided  the 
necessity  for  the  great  expense  of  going  to 
the  lake  for  a  water  supply.  The  pumping 
station  is  equipped  with  two  80-horse  power 
tubular  boilers,   two   1,000,000    gallons  non- 


condensing  Blake  pumps,  and  one  3,000,000 
gallons  Worthington  triple-expansion  en- 
gine, thus  having  a  capacity  of  five  million 
gallons  per  day.  The  amount  pumped  at 
present  will  average  about  one  million  gallons 
per  day,  needed  to  supply  the  twelve  hundred 
and  fifty  water-takers.  The  receipts  for  the 
last  fiscal  year  from  water-takers  were  about 
$14,500,  a  sum  large  enough  to  provide  for 
all  expenses  and  leave  a  comfortable  sum  to 
assist  in  making  extensions  and  improve- 
ments. Capt.  Thos.  J.  Hoyt  was  Superin- 
tendent of  the  water  works  plant  from  its 
installation  to  September,  1889,  since  which 
time  Herman  H.  Orbits  has  filled  the  posi- 
tion with  general  satisfaction  on  the  part  of 
the  city  officials  and  the  public  generally. 
The  present  members  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  under  whose  general  supervision  the 
water  works  are  managed,  are  William  C. 
High,  Spencer  J.  Dalby,  John  Kuhn,  Arthur 
E.  Van  Eps  and  Jas.  F.  Byrns. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1905,  the  electors  of 
the  city  at  a  special  election  then  held  de- 
termined to  bond  the  city  for  the  sum  of 
$120,000  for  the  purpose  of  making  many 
much-needed  improvements  about  the  city 
and  the  refunding  of  a  portion  of  its  existing 
indebtedness,  which  was  drawing  a  high  rate 
of  interest,  approximately  $85,000  for  the 
former  purpose  and  $35,000  for  the  latter. 
These  bonds  have  since  been  issued  and  ne- 
gotiated. This  move  leaves  the  city  with  a 
bonded  indebtedness  of  about  $171,000,  and 
will  provide  for  the  most  of  the  pressing 
municipal  improvements  that  will  call  for 
larger  amounts  than  can  be  'provided  for 
from  the  ordinary  income  of  the  city. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  various  city  funds, 
including  special  assessments,  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  in  October,  1904,  was 
nearly  $90,000;  the  assessed  valuation  of  the 
property  in  the  several  wards  for  the  same 
year  being:  1st  ward,  $1,906,300;  2nd  ward, 
$2,366,150;  and  3rd  ward,  $1,420,100.  The 
annual  appropriation  bill  passed  by  the  Coun- 
cil in  May,  1905,  provided  for  the  expendi- 
tures of  $53,437.75  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  municipal  affairs  and  the  public  improve- 
ments contemplated  aside  from  the  special 
assessments  that  might  be  imposed  for  such 
improvements. 

Although  street  lighting  and  the  furnish- 
ing of  commercial  electric  light,  is  in  Mt. 
Clemens  a  business  transacted  by  a  private 
corporation,  the  nature  of  the  business  and 
the  success  of  the  plant  has  been  such  as  to 
make  this  a  matter  of  public  interest.     The 
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first  electric  lighting  in  Mt.  Clemens  was  in 
the  Fountain  Bath  House,  and  furnished  by 
a  small  electric  light  plant  installed  there  by 
R.  0.  Meldrum  &  Sons  in  1888.  December 
16th,  1889,  an  ordinance  authorizing  the  es- 
tablishment of  electric  works  in  the  city  with 
permission  to  use  the  streets  for  its  poles 
and  wires  was  adopted  by  the  City  Council. 
This  authority  and  permission  was  granted 
to  Wilbur  F.  Davidson  of  Port  Huron,  Alex- 
ander Jacobi  and  "William  S.  Donaldson  of 
Mt.  Clemens.  These  three,  under  the  name 
of  A.  Jacobi  &  Company,  built  the  plant  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  river  just  south  of  Crock- 
er avenue  and  sold  the  same  to  the  Mt.  Clem- 
ens Electric  Company,  a  corporation  organ- 
ized in  the  following  year  with  W.  S. 
Donaldson  as  its  President  and  Alexander 
Jacobi,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  who  have 
ever  since  continued  as  such  officers.  The 
capacity  of  the  plant  on  the  start,  consisted 
of  one  500  (16-candle  power)  light  incandes- 
cent machine  of  the  single  phase  alternating 
current  type,  and  one  direct  current  series 
arc  light  machine  of  the  capacity  of  30  lights 
(6.8  amperes).  Current  was  first  turned  on 
to  the  arc  lights  March  30,  1890,  the  switch 
being  turned  by  Mrs.  Cecelia  (George  M.) 
Crocker.  The  incandescent  light  circuit  was 
opened  one  week  later,  the  switch  being 
turned  by  Alexander  Jacobi,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  Upon  the  starting  of  the  plant, 
the  incandescent  lighting  was  furnished  at 
a  flat  rate,  ranging  from  one  to  two  dollars 
per  month  for  each  16-candle  power  light.  For 
commercial  arc  lights,  the  rate  ranged  from 
$6.50  to  $10.00  per  month  per  light.  The 
first  contract  made  with  the  city  for  street 
lighting  made  the  same  year  as  the  plant  was 
installed,  was  for  nine  lights  at  the  rate  of 
ninety  dollars  per  light  per  year  to  burn  on 
what  is  known  as  the  all  night  moonlight 
schedule. 

The  company  very  soon  proved  that  the 
time  was  ripe  for  a  successful  electric  light 
phmt  in  Mt.  Clemens,  and  the  growth  of  its 
business  has  been  continuous  and  so  large 
that  enlargement  of  the  plant  and  installation 
of  larger  and  more  approved  machinery  has 
been  constantly  called  for.  In  1904  the  plant 
was  entirely  rebuilt,  the  present  building  con- 
sisting of  cement  and  faced  cobblestone, 
stands  upon  the  site  of  the  original  plant, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  handsome  and  unique 
structures  in  the  city.  The  seventy-five  foot 
chimney  built  of  cement  and  cobblestone  is 
said  to  be  the  only  one  of  its  kind  known  in 
the    country,    and    attracts  the  attention  of 


builders  and  architects  from  all  over  the 
country  upon  their  visits  here,  not  only  by  its 
novelty,  but  by  the  perfection  of  the  work- 
manship upon  it.  The  reconstructed  building 
cost  approximately  $14,000.  The  present 
rates  for  commercial  arc  lighting  is  from  $5 
to  $6.50  per  month  per  light.  The  present 
contract  with  the  city  for  street  lights  (6.8 
amperes)  is  for  108  lights  running  on  the 
all-dark-hours-every-night-in-the-year  sched- 
ule for  which  the  company  receives  $58.12  per 
light  per  year.  Incandescent  lighting  is 
furnished  on  the  meter  system,  the  rate  being 
twenty  cents  per  K.  W.  with  a  sliding  scale 
of  discounts  for  prompt  payment  which  nets 
the  company  an  average  about  eleven  cents 
per  K.  W. 

The  present  capacity  of  the  plant  is  rep- 
resented by  250  K.  W.  incandescent  lighting 
and  200  6.8  amperes  series  direct  arc  lights. 
The  voltage  of  the  incandescent  lighting  ma- 
chinery is  2,280  volts  primary  and  110  volts 
secondary.  Aside  from  the  electric  light 
which  the  company  furnishes  to  its  600  con- 
sumers, it  is  furnishing  electric  current  for 
ten  or  twelve  110  volt  s.  ph.  motors  with  a 
capacity  of  from  one-half  to  five-horse 
power,  rates  for  which  motor  service  average 
about  five  cents  per  K.  W.  The  motive  power 
for  the  plant  (which  runs  continuously)  is 
steam ;  the  engine  capacity  consisting  of  two 
high  speed  Ball  engines  of  250  and  125-horse 
power  respectively,  and  one  Lansing  high 
speed  engine  of  225-horse  power,  and  the  boil- 
er capacity  of  three  125-horse  power,  tubular 
horizontal  boilers.  The  fuel  used  is  the  Hock- 
ing nut  coal,  approximately  3,000  tons  being 
used  each  year,  the  cost  of  which  averages 
the  company  about  $2.75  per  ton.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  company  is  so  thoroughly  syste- 
matized that  its  work  outside  of  its  office  is 
conducted  by  nine  employes. 

Aside  from  this  public  lighting  plant,  pri- 
vate electric  lighting  plants  have  been  in- 
stalled in  the  Park  and  Colonial  Hotels  and 
St.  Joseph  Sanitarium,  and  also  in  the  fac- 
tory of  the  Mt.  Clemens  Sugar  Company. 

The  banks  of  the  present  Mt.  Clemens  are 
three  in  number,  all  enjoying  substantial  pros- 
perity and  the  utmost  confidence  of  their 
patrons.  The  Mt.  Clemens  Savings  Bank,  the 
oldest  of  the  three,  was  incorporated  in  1877 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.00.  It  has 
been  preceded  in  the  banking  business  in  Mt. 
Clemens  by  the  private  bank  of  John  W. 
Porter  &  Company,  the  company  being  George 
A.  Skinner.  Daniel  C.  Tilden  &  Co.  (one 
Morton  of  Detroit),  had  organized  and  car- 
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ried  on  a  private  bank  in  Mt.  Clemens  some 
two  or  three  years  prior  to  the  coming  of  the 
Porter  firm,  but  the  enterprise  had  proven 
a  financial  failure.  Porter  &  Co.  had,  how- 
ever, by  better  business  methods,  succeeded 
in  building  up  a  substantial  banking  business, 
which,  upon  the  organization  of  the  Mt.  Clem- 
ens Savings  Bank  in  1877,  supported  as  it  was 
by  nearly  all  of  the  then  substantial  business 
men  of  the  place,  was  very  largely  increased 
so  that  in  a  short  time  the  success  of  the  new 
institution  became  assured  and  pronounced. 
The  President  of  this  bank  ever  since  its 
organization  has  been  Oliver  Chapaton.  John 
W.  Porter  was  its  cashier  from  its  organiza- 
tion until  January  1st,  1882,  since  which 
time  George  A.  Skinner  has  occupied  that  po- 
sition. The  statement  of  the  business  of  this 
bank,  furnished  upon  the  last  call  of  the  state 
officials,  showed  the  total  resources  of  $1,098,- 
959.78 ;  surplus  and  undivided  earnings,  of 
$97,403.59 ;  commercial  deposits,  $138,728.82 ; 
savings  deposits  of  $811,411.04.  A  statement 
of  September  1st,  1905,  would  show  an  in- 
crease of  about  $70,000.00  in  resources,  $22,- 
000.00  additional  commercial  deposits  and 
$53,000.00   additional   savings   deposits. 

The  Mt.  Clemens  Savings  Bank  enjoyed 
exclusive  possession  of  the  banking  field  of 
Mt.  Clemens  until  June  1st,  1882,  at  which 
time  the  banking  house  of  Ullrich  &  Crocker 
commenced  business.  This  house  was  car- 
ried on  as  a  private  banking  house  until  the 
organization  of  the  Ullrich  Savings  Bank, 
June  1st,  1893,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,- 
000.00.  Paul  Ullrich  was  President  of  the 
new  bank  until  his  death,  December  15th, 
1897,  after  which  the  present  incumbent, 
Ernst  J.  Olde,  was  selected  for  that  position. 
Paul  J.  Ullrich  has  been  cashier  of  the  bank 
since  its  organization.  The  official  statement 
of  the  bank  made  in  May,  1905,  shows  total 
resources  of  $729,487.64  with  a  surplus  and 
undivided  earnings  of  $76,344.20;  commer- 
cial deposits,  $106,020.83;  savings  deposits  of 
$447,122.61.  A  statement  of  September  1st 
would  show  a  proportional  increase  in  the 
resources  and  deposits  corresponding  to  the 
increase  noted  in  the  Mt.  Clemens  Savings 
Bank. 

In  1900  the  third  bank,  the  Citizens'  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  Mt.  Clemens,  was  organized 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.00.  The  posi- 
tions of  President  and  Cashier  of  this  bank 
have  been  filled  since  its  organization  by  An- 
drew T.  Donaldson  and  Milo  W.  Davis  re- 
spectively. In  May  last  the  total  resources 
of  this  bank  were  $366,851.67;  the  surplus 


and  undivided  earnings,  $13,859.22 ;  commer- 
cial deposits  of  $73,148.95 ;  savings  deposits, 
$229,789.50. 

Mt.  Clemens  as  a  city  has  no  schools,  but 
the  city  is  included  in  Union  School  District 
No.  1  of  Clinton  and  Harrison,  which  was 
organized  February  20th,  1857.  The  District 
includes  small  portions  of  the  townships  of 
Clinton  and  Harrison  in  addition  to  all  of  the 
city.  For  a  history  of  the  schools  taught  in 
and  about  Mt.  Clemens  prior  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  this  union  district,  reference  must  be 
had  to  the  careful  compilation  made  by  Wes- 
ley Sears  in  1882,  and  published  in  the  former 
history  of  Macomb  County.  The  first  annual 
meeting  of  the  newly  organized  district  was 
held  March  9th,  1857,  at  which  time  $11,- 
000.00  was  voted  for  a  school  building. 
Previous  to  the  completion  of  the  three-story 
building  thus  erected  school  was  taught  in 
the  old  academy  and  in  the  schoolhouse  of 
District  No.  7,  which  was  situated  on  South 
Walnut  street  near  the  corner  of  Maple  ave- 
nue. In  1861  the  third  story  of  the  new 
building  was  burned  by  fire,  which  started 
by  the  tower  being  struck  by  lightning.  In 
1875  an  additional  building  was  constructed 
upon  the  same  lot  with  the  high  school  build- 
ing. Demands  for  increased  school  room  have 
been  met  by  the  construction  of  the  Grant 
street  and  Court  street  schools  and  the  Dick- 
inson school  on  the  east  side,  and  by  the 
construction  of  the  present  large  and  well- 
equipped  high  school  building.  The  Dickin- 
son school  was  opened  in  April,  1896,  and  the 
new  high  school  building  in  April  of  1902, 
the  latter  at  a  cost  of  about  $40,000.  The 
superintendents  of  schools  in  this  district  have 
been  as  follows:  Samuel  S.  Gale,  1857-59; 
O.  A.  Hotchkiss,  1859-60;  William  Campbell, 
1860-61 ;  Silas  Wood,  1861-63 ;  Andrew  Mont- 
gomery, 1863-5;  Silas  Wood,  1865-9;  F.  A. 
Herring,  1869-71;  Daniel  B.  Briggs,  1871-2; 
John  E.  Bissell,  1872-4;  Samuel  S.  Babcock, 
1874-76;  Wesley  Sears,  1876-85;  Allen  S. 
Whitney,  1885-92;  Jed.  Lee,  1892-4;  Samuel 
C.  Price,  1894-Jan.,  1901;  J.  B.  Estabrook, 
Jan.,  1901-04;  H.  G.  Lull,  1904-05;  John 
Everett,   1905. 

The  present  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  dis- 
trict is  made  up  of  George  A.  Skinner,  Spen- 
cer B.  Russell,  Reuben  C.  Ullrich,  Louis  T. 
Cady  and  Paul  J.  Ullrich.  During  the  last 
fiscal  year  of  the  district,  there  was  paid  out 
of  the  teachers'  fund  $17,800.00;  from  the 
library  fund  $2,227.00 ;  interest  on  bonded  in- 
debtedness, $480.00  and  from  the  incidental 
fund,  $6,712.00 ;  total  expenditure  in  the  dis- 
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trict  for  school  purposes  of  $27,219.00.  The 
present  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  district 
is  about  $24,000.00.  Out  of  a  total  census 
of  2,260,  1,868  pupils  were  enrolled  during 
the  year,  an  excellent  record  in  view  of  the 
maintenance  of  additional  denominational 
schools  in  the  district. 

The  nucleus  of  a  library  was  started  in 
1865  or  1866  by  Prof.  Wood.  Its  growth 
was  gradual  but  slow  until  its  removal  from 
the  schoolhouse  building  to  a  more  central 
location  in  the  basement  "of  the  courthouse  in 
about  1890.  The  interest  of  the  public  in 
the  library  soon  thereafter  increased,  and 
through  the  assistance  of  appropriations 
made  by  the  city,  the  library  rapidly  in- 
creased in  size  and  usefulness.  It  was  moved 
to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  building  where 
it  was  maintained  until  its  removal  to  the 
handsome  and  commodious  quarters  in  the 
building  directly  opposite  the  high  school 
building  erected  during  the  current  year 
with  funds  generously  provided  by  the  Hon. 
Andrew  Carnegie.  The  site  for  the  library 
was  purchased  by  the  city  at  a  cost  of  $5,- 
500.00  and  the  building  and  its  equipment 
cost  about  $19,000.00.  The  library  now  num- 
bers about  seven  thousand  volumes  and  is 
under  the  direction  of  Margaret  C.  Upleger, 
Librarian,  with  Grace  L.  Farrar  as  assistant. 

The  schools  of  Mt.  Clemens  have  for  a  long 
time  been  on  the  University  list,  and  have  a 
standing  and  reputation  throughout  the  state 
of  which  their  supporters  may  well  be  proud. 

In  1892  a  corporation  was  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  body  whose  chief 
cause  for  being  should  be  the  furtherance  of 
the  material  progress  of  the  city,  and  which 
it  was  hoped  would  furnish  a  center  from 
which  movements  would  spread  for  the  bet- 
terment of  the  municipal  and  industrial 
welfare  of  the  city.  It  undertook  and  car- 
ried out  the  erection  of  a  building  known  as 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the  corner  of 
Walnut  and  New  streets,  at  a  cost  of  ap- 
proximately $18,000.  While  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  has  not  been  aggressive  in  the 
work  expected  of  it,  it  has  nevertheless  fur- 
nished a  rally-point  for  many  quiet  move- 
ments that  have  materially  benefited  the  city, 
and  its  building  has  been  the  scene  of  many 
meetings,  public  and  private,  that  have  often 
checked  moves  that  tended  to  the  injury  of 
the  city's  interests  and  as  well  many  others 
that  have  redounded  to  the  public  weal.  The 
building  is  occupied  with  stores  on  its  first 
floor  and  by  the  Mt.  Clemens  Club  and  its 
tenants  on  the  second  and  third.     This  last 


named  organization  was  perfected  in  Janu- 
ary, 1893,  and  is  the  most  prominent  of  the 
city's  social  organizations.  Its  membership 
includes  at  present  ninety-eight  resident 
members  and  about  eight  non-resident.  The 
present  officers  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
are  Wm.  J.  Daley,  President;  Arthur  E.  Van 
Eps,  Secretary,  and  Geo.  A.  Skinner,  Treas- 
urer. 

A  more  unique  social  organization  and  one 
of  Mt.  Clemens'  most  cherished  institutions  is 
"The   Old  Crowd,"  that  every  year  on  the 
third  Thursday  of  August  holds  its  reunion, 
and  brings  back  to  the  old  home  many  of  the 
former   boys    of   the    place,    who   without    it 
would  likely  rarely  revisit  the  scenes  of  their 
boyhood  days.     The  success  of  these  reunions 
have  lead  to  its  being  copied  in  some  respects 
by    other    social    organizations,    which,    how- 
ever, lack  the  feature  that  lends  the  historic 
interest  to  "The  Old  Crowd."     Its  inception 
was  in  the  desire  to  call  back  to  Mt.  Clemens 
the  boys  who  before  the  war  and  earlier  had 
called  Mt.  Clemens  their  home,  but  who  had 
wandered  away  and  located  elsewhere,  and  to 
gather  together  with  them  the  companions  of 
their  youth,   for  a  good  social  reunion.     As 
was  natural  their  thoughts  turned  to  the  lake, 
the  scene  of  so  many  of  the  happy  times  they 
had  had  together.     Without  any  formal  or- 
ganization Ed  Weeks,  Jim  Eldredge,   Hank 
Conner,  Geo.  Robertson  and  a  few  other  con- 
genial spirits  issued  the  call  in  the  summer 
of    1880,    and   Jeff   West,    Fred    Lewis,    Ed 
Shook  and  many  another  old  Mt.  Clemensite 
heard  and  answered.     At  the  reunion  were 
Tom,  Dick,  Harry,  Wally,  Jake,  Bob,  but  no 
Misters.    And  every  year  since  then  have  met 
such  as  could  of  the  Old  Crowd,  taking  with 
them  each  year  a  few  newer  members  whom 
time  and  life  in  Mt.  Clemens  had  qualified 
for  membership.     Now  one  must  be  at  least 
forty  years  of  age,  have  lived  in  Mt.  Clemens 
at  least  twenty-five  years  ago,  or  else,  be  the 
son  of  such  a  resident,  before  he  is  eligible 
to   election  to  the   chosen  band.     James   B. 
Eldredge  was  the  first  chairman  and  Edgar 
Weeks  the  first  secretary  of  the  organization, 
which  was  not  formally  perfected  until  1883. 
It  is  doubtful  if  just  such  another  successful 
organization  can  be  found  in  the  country.    It 
has  stood  the  loss  of  many  if  not  most  of  its 
original  active  members  but  the  waiting  list 
of  applicants  exceeds  each  year  the  number 
of  vacancies,  for  its  membership  is  limited. 
The    officers    elected    at    the    August,    1905, 
meeting    are    as    follows:      President,    Jim 
Tucker;  Vice-President,  Mart  Crocker;  Sec- 
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retary,  Tom  Shoemaker;  Treasurer,  Sam 
Donaldson;  Executive  Committee,  Alex  Ja- 
cobi,  John  Westendorf,  Rube  Ullrich,  Bill 
McSweeny,  and  John  Tucker;  Chaplain,  Ed 
Shook;  Fish  Locator,  Paul  J.  Ullrich;  Ser- 
geant-at-arms,  Sam  Trew;  Drum  Boss,  Geo. 
Fletcher.  This  year  and  in  1900,  the  twenty- 
fifth  and  twentieth  anniversaries  respectively 
of  the  organization,  the  wives  and  lady 
friends  of  the  members  accompanied  them. 
Two  calamities  have  fallen  upon  the  com- 
munity of  Mt.  Clemens,  which  will  merit 
more  than  a  passing  notice.  April  27th,  1881, 
four  of  Mt.  Clemens7  most  respected  citizens, 
George  H.  Snook,  the  son  of  James  Snook, 
long  time  postmaster  of  the  place,  Dr.  W.  D. 
Decker,  Charles  Wood  and  Morey  Axtell,  bor- 
rowing a  small  boat  from  William  Tucker, 
ventured  out  into  the  lake  and  crossed  it  to 
Strawberry  Island.  On  their  return  they 
were  caught  in  a  sudden  squall  and  probably 
capsized  by  running  ice.  It  was  not  until 
three  days^ later  that  any  of  the  bodies  were 
recovered,  and  not  until  over  a  month  later 
that  the  last  of  the  bodies  were  recovered. 
The  respect  and  affection  with  which  the  vic- 
tims to  this  disaster  and  their  families  were 
held  by  the  entire  community  was  such  that  a 
deep  gloom  was  cast  over  the  entire  city  which 
time  alone  lightened. 

May  25th,  1896,  at  about  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  a  terrific  cyclone  struck  across 
the  eastern  part  of  the  city  and  unroofed 
many  houses,  completely  destroyed  some, 
tipped  over  others  and  caused  those  peculiar 
and  unexplicable  works  of  ruin  which  those 
storms  always  bring.  The  house  of  Mrs. 
Dominicus  Pohl  was  reduced  to  a  mass  of 
splinters  and  she  and  her  three  children  were 
buried  in  the  ruins.  Henry  was  quite  seri- 
ously injured,  William  suffered  from  a  broken 
leg  and'  Mrs.  Pohl  herself  received  such  se- 
vere injuries  that  she  shortly  died  from  the 
effects  of  them.  Mrs.  Eschenburg,  although 
escaping  from  direct  injuries  of  the  storm, 
was  so  affected  that  she  died  from  heart  fail- 
ure the  following  day.  The  storm  entered  the 
county  in  the  township  of  Sterling  and  did  a 
great  deal  of  damage  there,  destroying  the 
town  hall  and  doing  great  injury  to  the  houses 
of  Wurzell  and  Clemens,  besides  immense 
damages  to  the  timber,  crops  and  minor 
buildings.  East  from  the  city  the  terrific 
storm  took  its  destructive  course,  moving 
down  the  banks  of  the  river.  In  the  settle- 
ment about  the  house  of  Capt.  Louis  Charbe- 
neau,  five  houses  and  four  barns  were  prac- 
tically ruined  and  at  the  Dulac  shipyard  a 


peculiar  freak  of  picking  up  a  steam  pump 
weighing  nearly  four  hundred  pounds  and  de- 
positing the  same  in  the  river  took  place,  with- 
out any  serious  effects  occurring  to  the  build- 
ings and  trees  in  the  immediate  neighborhood. 
The  house,  barns  and  orchard  of  John  Irwin 
and  of  Joseph  Noeker  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river  were  practically  destroyed  and  nearly 
every  farmer  from  that  point  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river  suffered  severe  losses.  It  was 
estimated  that  fully  $100,000.00  damage  was 
worked  by  the  destructive  storm  in  the  coun- 
ty. A  subscription  was  immediately  started 
and  very  liberal  contributions  were  made  by 
the  more  fortunate  members  of  the  commu- 
nity and  about  $5,000.00  was  used  to  relieve 
the  immediate  suffering  and  losses  of  the  vic- 
tims of  the  storm. 

The  press  is  represented  in  Mt.  Clemens  at 
present  by  the  Mt.  Clemens  Monitor,  pub- 
lished by  J.  E.  Nellis  &  Son,  the  Mt.  Clemens 
Press,  published  by  Samuel  C.  Price,  and  the 
Daily  Leader,  also  published  by  Mr.  Price  in 
the  same  office  with  the  Press. 

The  Mt.  Clemens  Press  had  its  origin  in  the 
old  Macomb  Conservative  Press  which  was 
established  in  1863  by  a  stock  company.  The 
material  was  mostly  purchased  second  hand 
and  was  probably  the  remnants  of  the  plant 
of  the  Peninsular  Advocate  established  in  the 
year  1854  by  George  F.  Lewis.  The  Press  has 
always  been  a  Democratic  paper  and  was  con- 
ducted for  some  time  by  James  B.  Eldredge 
and  William  Longstaff.  About  1868  it  passed 
into  the  hands  of  John  Trevidick,  Avho,  prior 
to  that  time,  had  been  the  practical  head  of 
the  office  work.  He  adopted  the  name  at 
present  carried  by  the  paper.  On  May  1st, 
1873,  Spencer  B.  Russell  became  the  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  paper  and  by  him  and 
his  brother,  H.  E.  Russell,  the  paper  was  is- 
sued until  1888.  For  a  year  thereafter  the 
paper  was  run  by  W.  J.  Morris.  Fred  Buzzell 
also  was  editor  of  the  paper  for  one  year 
prior  to  its  purchase  by  J.  Ashley  Keith  in 
1890.  From  Mr.  Keith  the  plant  and  paper 
was  purchased  Nov.  1st,  1900,  by  the  Press 
Publishing  Co.,  and  the  plant  was  then  taken 
in  charge  and  since  handled  by  Samuel  C. 
Price,  the  present  editor  and  proprietor. 

March  16th,  1899,  W.  J.  Morris  and  Henry 
E.  Russell  made  the  first  experiment  of  a 
daily  paper  in  Mt.  Clemens  by  beginning  the 
issuing  of  the  Penny  Leader.  June  1st  Mr. 
Russell  severed  his  connection  with  the  enter- 
prise and  the  paper  was  continued  by  Mr. 
Morris  alone  until  March  1st,  1902,  when  it 
was  sold  to  Samuel  C.  Price  and  has  since 
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been  issued  by  him  and  has  proved  a  great 
success.  The  name  was  changed  to  the  Daily 
Leader  by  Mr.  Morris  before  he  sold  to  Mr. 
Price. 

The  Mt.  Clemens  Monitor  was  the  successor 
of  the  Republican  Standard,  to  which  name 
William  J.  Canfield  changed  the  Macomb 
Gazette  when  he  purchased  it.  In  1866  Mr. 
Canfield  sold  the  Standard  to  Edgar  Weeks 
and  Walter  T.  Lee,  who  enlarged  it  and 
started  it  out  as  the  Mt.  Clemens  Monitor, 
under  which  name  it  has  ever  since  continued 
its  successful  career.  Mr.  Weeks  retired  from 
his  connection  with  the  paper  in  1867  and  Mr. 
Lee  continued  the  issuance  until  he  sold  to  D. 
M.  Cooper.  After  passing  through  the  hands 
of  several,  who  remained  connected  with  the 
paper  only  a  short  time,  the  Monitor  in 
March,  1879,  was  purchased  by  John  E.  Nellis 
&  Son,  who  have  ever  since  had  charge  of  the 
paper.  Under  their  management  the  paper 
has  been  a  progressive  and  consistent  Repub- 
lican sheet  and  an  important  factor  in  the 
Republican  politics  in  the  county.  Since  the 
death  of  John  E.  Nellis,  in  1904*  the  Monitor 
has  been  managed  by  Frank  E.  Nellis. 

Among  the  earlier  papers  published  at  Mt. 
Clemens  was  the  Statesman  started  in  1840 
by  a  Mr.  Avery.  After  a  short  time  he  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Brown  referred  to  in  the 
early  history  of  the  village  and  later  by  John 
N.  Ingersoll.  The  Statesman  was  a  lively  and 
progressive  paper  and  intensely  Whig  'in  its 
partisanship.  The  next  paper  of  that  political 
persuasion  was  the  Macomb  County  Herald, 
started  in  1848  or  1849  by  Fred  F.  Lewis,  and 
edited  by  Richard  Butler.  In  about  1850  it 
was  purchased  by  Fred  B.  Lee,  son  of  Dr. 
Lee,  and  published  by  him  for  about  one  year 
when  it  was  sold  to  Thomas  M.  Perry  under 
whose  administration  the  paper  ceased  upon 
the  complete  destruction  of  its  office  by  fire. 

The  Macomb  Gazette,  started  by  Allen  P. 
Bentley  in  about  1849  or  1850,  was  Democratic 
in  polities  and  so  continued  until  its  passing 
in  1856.  Aimer  C.  Smith,  one  of  the  earlier 
attorneys,  was  for  some  time  in  charge  of  the 
office  of  the  Gazette.  The  outfit  of  the 
Gazette  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Canfield  at  the 
tune  he  established  the  Republican  Standard. 
In  about  1840  Thomas  M.  Perry  came  to 
Mt.  Clemens  with  printing  material  and  com- 
menced, in  the  old  frame  building  known  as 
the  Lewis  building  on  the  site  of  the  present 
county  jail,  the  publication  of  the  Mt.  Clem- 
ens Patriot.  Mr.  Perry  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability,  and  possessed  of  a  re- 
markable amount  of  pugnacity  and  tenacity. 


A  practical  printer,  he  was  also  an  able  editor. 
The  Patriot  was  afterwards  moved  to  an  of- 
fice on  Pearl  street,  now  North  Gratiot  ave- 
nue, where  it  was  burned.  In  about  1854 
Fred  F.  Lewis  brought  with  him  from  Port 
Huron  the  equipment  of  a  newspaper  office 
and  from  the  Leviathan  block  issued  the 
Peninsular  Advocate,  which  ceased  to  appear 
upon  the  removal  of  Mr.  Lewis  to  Saginaw. 
The  Advocate  was  practically  the  predecessor 
of  the  Conservative  Press,  now  the  Mt  Clem- 
ens Press.  In  1872  Louis  M.  Miller  estab- 
lished a  paper  called  the  Reporter,  which, 
however,  was  short  lived.  A  short  time  prior 
to  October,  1880,  Walter  T.  Lee  established 
the  Mt.  Clemens  True  Record,  which  contin- 
ued under  the  management  of  William  N.  Mil- 
ler &  Company  for  a  number  of  years. 
Among  the  later  newspaper  ventures  which 
failed  to  attain  old  age  was  the  Mt.  Clemens 
Advertiser,  which  was  run  by  Henry  E.  Rus- 
sell and  A.  A.  Devantier,  John  Miller  and 
others  for  some  time.  In  connection  with  the 
Advertiser,  the  Daily  Advertiser  was  estab- 
lished, which  was  later  continued  for  a  short 
time  under  the  name  of  the  Daily  News. 

Mt.  Clemens  has  churches  representing  the 
Baptist,  Roman  Catholic,  Methodist  Epis- 
copal, German  Evangelical,  German  Luther- 
an, Protestant  Episcopal  and  Presbyterian 
denominations.  The  Catholic  church  being 
the  earliest  established  in  the  county,  was 
represented  as  early  as  1799  bv  a  mission  es- 
tablished by  the  Rev.  Gabriel  Richard  on 
L'Anse  Creuse  Bay.  Some  time  later  a 
chapel  was  built  on  the  Clinton  River  about 
three  miles  east  of  Mt.  Clemens,  where  serv- 
ices were  held  regularly  by  the  Rev.  Fr.  De- 
jean.  Subsequently  Christian  Clemens 
granted  a  lot  to  every  religious  denomination 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  church  in  the 
village  and  thither  the  little  church  from  the 
Clinton  River  was  moved.  Rev.  Fr.  Kenny, 
the  first  resident  priest  in  Mt.  Clemens,  came 
in  1843.  He  has  been  followed  by  Abbe 
Maret,  Frs.  Gilroy,  Kendekins,  Van  Renther- 
gliem,  Maes,  Ryckert,  Van  Hoomissen,  and 
Father  Kennedy.  The  Society  is  the  owner 
of  a  handsome  brick  church,  a  fine  rectory,  a 
Sisters'  home  and  a  large  substantial  brick 
school  building,  where  a  most  successful  and 
well  attended  school  is  conducted. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organ- 
ized about  1820,  although  the  formal  organ- 
ization of  the  Society  was  not  perfected  until 
October,  1836.  The  church  building  was 
erected  in  1841,  which  gave  way  about  1882 
to  the  present  church  situated  on  the  corner 
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of  Cass  and  South  Walnut  streets.  The  So- 
ciety is  a  large  and  nourishing  one  and  is  now 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Rev.  J.  I.  Nieker- 
son. 

May  4th,  1835,  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  was  formally  organized  under  the 
charge  of  the  Rev.  M.  Eastman.  Services  were 
held  in  the  old  log  courthouse  or  other  church 
buildings  until  about  1841  when  the  building 
was  erected.  In  1844  a  division  took  place 
and  the  minority  of  the  Society  formed  a 
Congregational  church  and  erected  and  occu- 
pied the  church  building  later  occupied  for 
many  years  by  the  Presbyterians  on  the  cor- 
ner of  [Walnut  and  New  streets.  Upon  the 
purchase  of  this  site  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  1892,  this  building  was  sold  and 
removed  to  Pine  street  where  it  is  now  used 
as  a  warehouse  by  S.  J.  Dalby.  Under  Rev. 
Thomas  Foster,  who  acted  as  pastor  from 
about  1845  to  1849,  the  Congregationalists 
and  Presbyterians  again  united  in  worship 
in  the  church  on  the  corner  of  Walnut  and 
New  streets.  Mr.  Foster  was  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  George  Newcomb,  and  he  by  the 
Rev.  Henry  N.  Bissell  who  remained  in 
charge  of  the  church  for  twenty-four  years. 
In  1892  the  society  erected  the  present  hand- 
some brick  structure  on  the  corner  of  New 
and  Cherry  streets.  The  society  is  now  un- 
der the  pastorate  of  Rev.  John  Kennedy. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  was  first 
established  in  Mt.  Clemens  in  1849,  services 
being  held  in  the  courthouse  until  the  erection 
of  the  present  church  on  the  corner  of  South 
Gratiot  avenue  and  Church  street,  which  was 
dedicated  in  1870.  Since  its  erection  the  fol- 
lowing reverend  gentlemen  have  officiated  as 
rectors  of  the  parish:  Woodward,  Martin, 
Skinner,  Pierson,  Rafter,  Dubois,  Webb  and 
Lewis. 

The  Baptist  church  was  organized  October 
17th,  1834,  with  an  enrollment  of  thirteen 
members.  The  first  regularly  ordained  pastor 
was  the  Rev.  John  Booth.  Like  the  most  of 
the  other  religious  organizations,  its  early 
meetings  were  held  in  the  courthouse.  In 
1843,  however,  the  present  church  structure 
was  erected.  The  church  is  at  present  under 
the  care  of  the  Rev.  John  C.  MacDonald. 

The  German  Evangelical  Society  held  its 
meetings  in  the  courthouse  or  in  the  homes  of 
the  members  of  the  Society  from  1847  to  1862, 
at  which  latter  time  they  purchased  the  frame 
building  standing  on  the  cornor  of  New  and 
Pine  streets,  which  was  erected  in  1835  for 
school  purposes,  and  which  had  been,  just 
prior  to  their  purchase,  used  as  training  bar- 


racks. The  building  was  refitted  and  made 
suitable  for  church  services  and  a  school 
room,  and  used  by  the  Society  until  December, 
1880.  In  the  meantime,  in  1870,  a  parsonage 
was  erected  upon  the  adjoining  lot.  In  1880 
a  substantial  brick  structure  was  erected  at 
a  cost  of  about  $9,000.00,  which  has  since  been 
nearly  doubled  in  seating  capacity.  The  So- 
ciety for  a  great  many  years  had  the  benefit 
of  the  pastorateship  of  the  Rev.  Herman  Gun- 
dert,  whose  hold  upon  the  affections  of  his 
parishioners  and  as  well  the  community  at 
large  is  remarkable.  The  Society  is  now  un- 
der the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Frederick  A. 
Roese. 

The  German  Lutheran  Church  was  estab- 
lished in  1885,  and  has  erected  a  substantial 
church  edifice,  rectory  and  schoolhouse  on 
Dickinson  avenue  in  the  city.  The  first  church 
building  was  dedicated  September  6th,  1885, 
and  the  present  church  was  dedicated  Novem- 
ber 4,  1900.  The  Society  incorporated  May 
17,  1900.  Rev.  Theodore  H.  Engelder  is  at 
present  pastor  of  the  church,  having  been 
such  since  November  9,  1900. 

The    most    important    enterprises    of    Mt. 
Clemens  are  associated  with  its  mineral  water. 
The  original  well  was  put  down  in  1865  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  brine  for  the  manu- 
facture of  salt.     At  this  time  a  corporation 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.00  was  organ- 
ized and  the  manufacture  of  salt  carried  on 
for  about  five  years,  though  at  a  disadvantage, 
owing    to    the    large    proportion    of    foreign 
minerals  existing  in  the  water,  and  as  well 
the  successful  competition  in  salt  manufac- 
ture by  the  salt  blocks  of  the  Saginaw  district 
where  much  cheaper  fuel  could  be  obtained. 
The  discovery  of  the  medicinal  properties  of 
the    water    in    about    1870    soon    led   to    the 
abandonment   of  the  salt   industry   and  the 
use  of  the  water  for  bathing  purposes.    Dorr 
Kellogg,  still  a  resident  of  the  city,  then  the 
manager  of   a  flour  mill   on  the   corner   of 
Market  and  Front  streets  on  the  river  bank, 
commenced  the  use  of  this  water  for  the  bene- 
fit of  its  medicinal  qualities  in  October,  1870, 
and  from  the  benefits  derived  by  him  and 
Mr.  Trombley,  the  idea  soon  became  prevalent 
that  the  water  possessed  much  greater  value 
for  its  curative  qualities  than  for  salt  manu- 
facture.    Soon  after  a  small  bath  house  was 
erected  from  moneys  obtained  by  contribution 
from  various  citizens  and  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Dr.  Henry  Taylor  and  Son,  the  first 
bath  house  was  opened  on  the  corner  of  Water 
and  Jones  streets.     From  this  modest  start 
has  grown  up  the  immense  bathing  interests 
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of  Mt.  Clemens  which  call  to  it  our  tens  of 
thousands  of  visitors  annually,  who  find  un- 
failing relief  in  its  curative  waters.  The  de- 
tails of  the  growth  of  the  various  hotels  and 
bath  houses  in  the  city  are  set  forth  in  bio- 
graphical sketches  of  the  work,  and  need  not 
be  here  repeated.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate 
the  benefit  which  Mt.  Clemens  has  derived 
from  these  baths  and  the  hotels  and  boarding 
houses,  springs  and  other  enterprises  which 
have  grown  up  in  connection  with  the  bathing 
industry.  The  nine  bath  houses  of  the  city 
have  been  established  in  the  following  order: 
Original,  Medea,  Fountain,  Park,  Clementine, 
Colonial,  St.  Joseph,  Plaza  and  Olympia.  To 
recount  the  history  of  the  various  hotels, 
large  and  small,  which  since  the  construction 
of  the  Avery  House,  the  first  of  our  non- 
commercial hotels,  to  the  handsome,  five  story 
brick  new  Medea  Hotel  finished  this  past 
year,  would  be  impossible.  To  attempt  dis- 
crimination and  to  tell  of  some  of  them  would 
be  ungracious  and  unfair.  Sufficient  it  to 
say  that  no  western  resort  can  boast  of  better 
hotel  accommodations  nor  of  greater  eager- 
ness to  provide  for  the  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence of  its  visitors  than  does  Mt.  Clemens,  and 
to  no  one  of  them  does  the  visitor  return  more 
frequently,  nor  receive  greater  benefit.  Those 
who  have  watched  the  growth  of  the  bathing 
industry  in  Mt.  Clemens  the  closest  have  the 
greatest  confidence  in  its  future,  and  look  for- 
ward to  the  day  when  we  shall  have  thou- 
sands of  visitors  where  today  we  have 
hundreds.  May  their  hopes  be  truthful 
prophecies ! 


CHAPTER  X. 

TOWNSHIP    OF    CLINTON. 

The  history  of  this  township  is  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  history  of  Mt. 
Clemens  and  with  the  taking  up  of  the  pri- 
vate claims  that  a  large  portion  of  its  early 
history  has  already  been  related  in  the  chap- 
ters touching  those  subjects  and  in  the  chap- 
ter of  the  Moravian  settlement.  A  little  yet, 
however,  remains  to  be  told  of  some  of  the 
earlier  settlers,  and  much  might  be  written 
of  the  villages  which  in  a  little  later  day 
were  started  in  the  township. 

North  of  Mt.  Clemens  in  1821,  Alfred  Ash- 
ley began  a  clearing  on  the  North  Branch, 
and,  together  with  Horace  Cady,  who  came 
from  Genesee  county  and  took  up  lands  in 
Macomb  adjoining,  built  a  dam  and  erected 
a  saw  mill,  which  Mr.  Cady  ran  during  the 
winter  of  1821-2.     This  mill  was  located  on 


the  site  of  the  present  Denewith  mill  and 
has  been  called  Ashley's  Mills  and  Haskin's 
Mills.  This  is  located  really  on  the  Macomb 
side  of  the  town  line.  In  1822,  a  sufficient 
addition  was  built  to  accommodate  a  run  of 
stone  for  a  grist  mill. 

In  June,  1831,  Peter  Atwood  came  to  Mt. 
Clemens  from  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  and  be- 
gan a  clearing  on  the  farm  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  township,  later  known  as  the 
Edgerly  farm  and  still  later  as  the  Israel 
T.  Parker  farm.  He  built  a  log  house  which 
stood  until  1833.  In  the  Fall,  his  family 
came  on  from  Canada,  coming  up  the  Lake 
Shore  from  Detroit  and  finding  the  home  by 
a  blazed  line  through  the  forest.  Mr.  At- 
wood and  his  family  have  played  no  small 
part  in  the  history  of  this  locality.  A  more 
detailed  mention  of  his  family  will  be  found 
in  another  chapter.  His  wife  wTas  the  widow 
of  Joseph  Cady,  a  native  of  Windham,  Ct., 
who  died  in  Cincinnati  in  1807.  With  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Atwood  came  three  of  the  children 
of  Joseph  Cady,  viz.,  Chauncey  G.  Cady, 
Horace  II.  Cady  and  Lucy,  who  afterwards 
married  Silas  Ilalsey.  Peter  Atwood  died 
in  1826  and  the  farm  was  later  sold  to  James 
C.  Edgerly  who  made  his  home  there  until 
his  death,  November  13th,  1856.  Another 
beginning  on  the  turnpike  was  made  by  Hez- 
ekiah  Canfield  on  the  property  next  north 
of  the  present  city  limits. 

To  the  southwest  of  Mt,  Clemens,  the  earli- 
est settlements,  outside  of  Frederick  are  be- 
lieved to  be  those  of  the  Sackett  and  Miller 
families  on  the  south  branch  and  Red  Run. 
Lemuel  Sackett  and  John  Miller,  his  father- 
in-lawr  came  from  Monroe  comity,  N.  Y.,  in 
1828  and  selected  spots  upon  the  opposite 
banks  of  the  South  Branch.  The  following 
year,  Mr.  Sackett  moved  his  family  up  the 
river  on  a  sailboat  (the  Harriet),  towed  by 
one  horse,  Ca.pt.  Atwood,  commander.  After 
stopping  five  days  at  the  Ashley  Tavern, 
they  occupied  a  log  house  at  Frederick  until 
their  own  was  ready  in  December.  Their 
nearest  neighbors  on  the  same  side  of  the 
river  were  at  IJtica  and  Frederick.  John  Mil- 
ler was  born  in  Scotland  and  came  and  select- 
ed his  home  in  Clinton  at  the  same  time  that 
Lemuel  Sackett  did,  but  did  not  move  here 
with  his  family  until  a  year  or  two  later. 
Dykes  Miller,  for  a  long  time  prominent  in 
that  section,  was  one  of  his  sons  and  many 
of  his  descendants  are  still  residents  of  the 
county. 

As  has  been  noted  before,  a  Mr.  Tremble 
built  a  mill  at  Frederick  before  the  War  of 
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1812,  and  Job  C.  Smith  built  another  one  in 
1826.  The  water  from  the  mill  race  which 
he  had  dug,  undermined  the  mill  and  tipped 
it  over  into  the  race.  Later  Lautius  Haskin 
came  to  this  country  in  1829,  bought  the 
wheel  and  crank  and  put  them  into  his  own 
mill. 

Of  the  Sackett  family,  four  brothers  came 
into  the  county  from  New  York  state,  al- 
though originally  from  Connecticut,  and 
each  took  up  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  Clinton  and  there  made 
their  permanent  homes.  Of  these  Noahdiah 
erected  the  first  grist  mill  at  Frederick  and 
also  operated  in  connection  with  it,  a  saw 
mill,  which  was  built  near  the  site  of  the 
Tremble  mill.  He  had  been  a  teacher  in  his 
eastern  home  and  continued  that  wrork  to 
some  extent  here.  His  son,  George  S.  Sack- 
ett, was  active  in  his  assistance.  The  de- 
scendants of  Noahdiah  Sackett  and  Daniel 
Sackett  seemed  to  have  all  drifted  away 
from  the  county.  The  families  of  Lemuel 
and  Ralph  Sackett,  however,  remained  and 
have  taken  an  active\  part  in  the  affairs  of 
the  county.  More  extended  notice  of  them 
will  be  found  elsewhere. 

In  1835,  Horace  Steevens  purchased  the 
holdings  of  Noahdiah  Sackett  in  the  mill 
property  and  the  dam  across  the  river  at- 
tached to  it.  Mr.  Steevens  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  Clairmont  (now  Red-Hook-on-the- 
Hudson),  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
family  had  for  a  long  time  been  living  on 
the  far  famed  Livingston  manor.  Frederick 
S.  Steevens,  a  brother,  had  come  to  Detroit 
in  about  1824  and  became  financially  inter- 
ested in  the  Sackett  mill  property  and  lands 
thereabout.  The  Steevens  brothers  develop- 
ed the  mill  and  made  it  a  market  not  only  for 
the  wheat  grown  in  the  vicinity,  but  for 
wheat  brought  even  from  Canada.  They 
held  the  mill  until  about  1839,  when  through 
the  fact  that  Frederick  L.  Steevens  was  con- 
nected with  the  Michigan  State  Bank  and 
had  secured  loans  upon  the  mill  property 
from  the  Bank,  the  mill  property  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  State  in  con- 
nection with  the  other  assets  of  the  Bank. 
Luring  the  Steevens  holding  of  the  property, 
however,  Alexander  II.  McKinstrey,  later 
Pension  Agent  at  Detroit  and  General  in  the 
United  States  Army,  had  been  one  of  the 
joint-owners. 

The  State  held  the  property  during  the 
time  when  active  work  was  being  done  upon 
the  building  of  the  canal,  and  at  one  time  an- 
ticipated making  a  profitable  property  out 


of  the  same  to  be  operated  in  connection 
with  the  canal.  When  it  became  apparent 
that  the  canal  was  to  be  a  failure  and  con- 
stant expense  of  repairs,  and  the  officials 
satisfied  that  the  mill  property  itself  was 
to  be  non-productive  to  the  state,  efforts 
were  made  to  dispose  of  the  property.  For 
two  years  after  the  state  took  the  title,  the 
property  produced  no  revenue,  but  was  op- 
erated by  Mr.  David  French  of  Detroit.  The 
Auditor  General  of  the  State  on  January 
27th,  1842,  reported  that  improvements  were 
under  way  at  the  time  the  property  was 
turned  over  by  the  state  bank  and  it  was 
found  that  in  all  probability  unless  the  im- 
provements were  completed,  the  mills  would 
go  to  ruin  and  an  arrangement  was  made 
with  French,  who  had  been  superintending 
the  improvements  up  to  that  time  to  com- 
plete the  same  under  the  arrangement  that 
he,  French,  should  have  the  use  of  the  mills 
a  sufficient  time  to  reimburse  himself.  Sub- 
sequently the  waters  ate  around  the  end  of 
the  dam  at  the  time  of  a  freshet  and  Mr. 
French  was  employed  by  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners on  Internal  Improvements  to  con- 
struct a  new  dam  across  the  river,  sufficient- 
ly large  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  canal 
and  mill  both.  Since  the  state  took  title  to 
the  land,  the  grist  mill  had  been  operated 
about  one-half  of  the  time,  and  was  in  good 
repair.  The  saw  mill,  however,  was  out  of 
repair  and  had  been  so  for  the  entire  period. 
The  Auditor  Genera!  also  reported  that  he 
has  leased  the  mill  for  $1,200.00  \)cv  annum 
"to  an  individual  who  lost  his  life  on  board 
the  Erie  while  on  his  way  to  take  possession 
of  the  premises.  In  this  contract,  he  was  to 
repair  both  mills  and  deduct  the  cost  of  the 
rent  *  *  *  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  for 
the  interest  of  the  state  to  rent  it  until  a  more 
favorable  time  shall  arrive  for  sale.  There 
were  about  five  hundred  acres  of  land  besides 
which  might  be  rented  separately,  about  sixty 
acres  of  which  are  under  improvement."  A 
synopsis  of  a  report  from  Mr.  French,  which 
appears  with  the  Auditor  General  ?s  report, 
showrs  that  the  total  cost  of  repairs  up  to 
June  1st,  1842,  amounted  to  $3,198.20, 
and  that  his  charges  for  services  were 
$512.46.  That  the  receipts  of  the  mill  had 
amounted  to  $2,274.28.  According  to  a  re- 
port made  in  1844  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
assets  of  the  Bank,  C.  G.  Hammond,  J.  J. 
Adams,  and  R.  P.  Eldredge  (state  officials 
who  occupied  the  positions  of  Trustees  ex 
officio),  it  appears  that  upon  the  filial  settle- 
ment with  Mr.  French,  there  was  still  due 
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him  on  account  of  his  expenditures  and  serv- 
ices nearly  a  thousand  dollars  over  the  re- 
ceipts, and  that  when  the  Trustees  took  pos- 
session of  the  property  in  1842,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  repair  the  new  dam  at  an  expense  of 
over  $500.00.  That  the  freshet  of  1843  again 
carried  away  35,000  yards  of  earth  around 
the  head  gates  of  the  mill,  and  the  mill  being 
valueless  until  this  breach  was  repaired,  up- 
wards of  $1,100.00  additional  expense  was 
incurred.  Accordingly,  the  Trustees  at  once 
took  steps  looking  to  the  disposal  of  the  prop- 
erty since  it  "had  already  cost  the  state 
more  than  it  was  worth,  and  so  long  as  it 
remained  its  property,  consumed  more  than 
its  income."  The  property  was  leased  to 
Kibbee  (Porter)  and  Sackett  (Thomas  L.) 
for  three  years  commencing  April  15th,  1842. 
At  the  sale  of  state  lands  at  Marshall  in 
July,  1843,  the  property  was  offered  for 
sale,  but  no  bids  obtained  for  it.  An  ap- 
praisal had  been  made  of  the  property  at  the 
sum  of  $5,000.00,  including  the  adjoining 
lands  above  referred  to.  After  the  July 
sale,  "the  trustees  being  of  the  opinion  that 
the  true  interests  of  the  state  required  a  sale 
previous  to  another  spring  freshet,"  made  a 
second  appraisal,  including  it  in  128  acres  of 
land  south  of  the  canal  and  71  acres  north 
of  the  millbranch,  and  offered  the  property, 
including  this  unimproved  land,  for 
$5,000.00.  Under  this  second  appraisal,  the 
property  was  disposed  of  to  Samuel  Lewis, 
who,  however,  before  receiving  the  deed,  dis- 
posed of  his  rights  to  Porter  and  Henry  C. 
Kibbee,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  claims 
for  repairs,  and  subject  to  the  terms  of  the 
Kibbee  and  Sackett  lease  and  the  liability 
of  the  state  to  keep  up  the  repairs  during 
that  lease,  and  subject  also  to  the  claims  of 
one  Daniel  Thurston  for  damages  on  account 
of  the  construction  of  the  new  dam.  This 
land  was  offered  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of 
school  lands  at  Mt.  Clemens  in  October,  1843, 
and  notice  of  it  given  in  the  Detroit  Free 
Press  and  Mt.  Clemens  Patriot. 

The  trustees  were  evidently  subjected  to 
some  criticism  over  the  sale  since  they  were 
explicit  in  their  report  to  point  out  that 
ample  opportunity  was  given  everyone  to 
purchase,  and  that  no  higher  bids  could  be 
obtained;  that  the  property  had  been  and 
would  continue  to  be  a  burden  to  the  state. 
They  further  reported  that  they  considered 
the  state  fortunate  in  effecting  a  sale,  and 
that  in  their  opinion,  the  property  brought 
all  that  it  was  worth  to  any  man,  they  being 
"confirmed  in  that  opinion  by  the  fact  that 


with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Kibbee,  not  one 
individual  of  Macomb  county,  wdiere  the 
property  was  known  and  appreciated, 
deemed  it  an  object  to  be  at  the  sale.  All 
the  business  men  of  capital  and  enterprise 
of  Mt.  Clemens  in  the  vicinity  of  the  prop- 
erty knew  of  the  sale,  but  none  was  present ; 
and  even  Mr.  Kibbee,  the  lessee,  who  had 
every  facility  to  know  the  true  value  of  the 
property  would  not  bid  a  greater  price  than 
the   purchaser  paid." 

The  firm  of  Kibbee,  Kelly  &  Co.  ran  the 
mill  from  1843  until  they  sold  to  Thompson, 
Hart  &  Co.  The  former  firm,  made  up  of 
Porter  and  Henry  Kibbee  and  Isaac  Kelly, 
father  of  Henry  Kelly  of  Mt.  Clemens,  built 
a  new  grist  mill,  and  the  Kibbees  after  they 
had  purchased  the  interest  of  Kelly,  built  a 
second  saw  mill.  During  the  time  the  mills 
were  operated  by  the  Kibbees,  they  were 
most  successful,  and  "Kibbees'  Mills"  was 
the  market  for  immense  crops  of  wheat  then 
raised  on  the  plains  of  the  western  part  of 
the  county,  and  Frederick  was  the  busiest 
market  and  shipping  point  in  the  county. 

Horace  Steevens  and  his  family  had  moved 
after  the  sale  of  their  interests  in  the  mill  to 
Pontiac,  but  returned  to  Frederick  in  1847, 
where  he  died  in  1849. 

In  June,  1837,  Frederick  II.  and  Horace 
Steevens  had  platted  the  Village  of  Freder- 
ick, including  all  the  lands  included  in  the 
big  oxbow  bend  formed  by  the  river  and 
the  south  branch,  and  much  of  the  land  ly- 
ing on  the  Romeo  Plank  and  River  Roads. 
A  bridge  appears  just  above  the  mill  race, 
a  little  further  up  the  river  than  the  present 
Hacker  bridge.  Three  other  bridges  appear 
to  have  been  planned  across  the  river.  The 
site  of  the  mill  is  indicated  directly  opposite 
the  road  which  now  runs  north  from  the 
home  of  Major  Jenney,  which  road  on  the 
map  was  continued  southerly  towards  De- 
troit, probably  about  along  the  line  of  the 
old  Moravian  Road.  In  the  southern  part  of 
the  plat  appears,  about  where  is  now  the 
road  that  crosses  Harrington's  Creek,  some- 
times spoken  of  as  the  Glen  Road,  a  highway 
marked  "road  to  Lake  St.  Clair. "  The  Little 
Road  running  north  was  marked  "road  to 
St.  Clair."  The  Shelby  Road  (Cass  avenue) 
also  appears  as  does  a  road  close  to  the  river 
bank,  which  is  marked  as  road  to  Mt.  Clem- 
ens. The  site  of  the  saw  mill  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  mill  race  is  marked  directly  op- 
posite the  flouring  mill.  Another  mill  site 
and  yard  are  marked  just  at  the  sharp  turn 
in  the  south  branch  near  the  high  bank  on 


624 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


the  River  road.  Another  suggestion  of  the 
dreams  of  the  proprietors  is  contained  in  the 
lines  marked  "railroad  from  Frederick  to 
Lake  St.  Clair  four  miles"  and  "proposed 
railroad  to  intersect  the  Utica  &  Detroit 
Railroad."  During  the  excitement  over  the 
proposed  canal,  a  large  hotel  was  built  as  a 
private  enterprise  by  Engineer  Hurd  on  a  lot 
close  to  where  the  canal  was  expected  to 
cross  the  south  branch  to  the  main  river,  and 
many  lots  were  auctioned  off  in  Detroit  to 
land  speculators.  This  hotel  was  rented 
later  for  school  and  a  store  was  also  run  in 
a  portion  of  it,  at  one  time. 

The  firm  of  Thompson,  Hart  &  Co.,  was 
made  up  of  men  from  Buffalo  and  Black 
Rock,  N.  Y.  They  operated  the  mills  until 
they  were  burned  in  1852.  Mr.  Thompson 
was  the  man  on  the  ground  in  charge  of  the 
property.  The  mill  at  the  time  was  idle,  but 
a  large  stock  of  flour  was  still  stored  in  it. 
The  origin  of  the  fire  remained  a  mystery. 

From  Henry  H.  Steevens,  the  writer  has 
obtained  the  following  as  his  memory  of 
the  buildings  in  Frederick  in  1847.  The 
grist  mill,  two  saw  mills,  pump  factory,  a 
chair  factory,  a  large  store  house  (old  mill 
building),  a  cooper  shop  where  nine  coopers 
were  employed,  a  grocery  near  the  mill,  two 
blacksmith  shops,  Judge  Steevens'  large 
house  built  in  1837  (now  the  home  of  Major 
Jenney),  the  hotel  which,  however,  was  not 
used  as  a  hotel  until  after  the  new  dam  was 
built  when  it  wTas  occupied  by  Ralph  Sack- 
ett,  the  dwellings  of  the  families  of  Wins- 
low,  Hancock  and  Brandy  (father  of  the 
late  Alvin  Brandy  of  Mt.  Clemens),  and  sev- 
eral more  cottages  which  were  located  near 
the  Harrington  house,  now  the  home  of  Isaac 
Williams.  The  new  saw  mill  ran  for  several 
years  after  the  burning  of  the  grist  mill,  but 
the  glory  of  Frederick  had  departed. 

Another  lost  village  of  Clinton  is  Marcel- 
lus,  platted  by  Green  Freeman  in  1838  along 
each  side  of  the  Gratiot  Turnpike  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Clinton.  Hayes  street 
along  the  river  east  of  Gratiot  divided  the 
"Mill  Property"  into  two  sections  and  the 
other  fifty-six  lots  were  platted  along  Canal, 
Green,  Church  and  Gratiot  streets.  The  site 
was  part  of  the  farm  located  by  Joseph 
Hayes,  who  came  there  in  1819,  and  re- 
mained until  his  death  in  August,  1845.  His 
son,  John,  also  lived  and  died  there.  One 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  March  1st, 
1831,  Capt.  James  C.  Allen,  step-son  of  Chris- 
tian Clemens,  and  was  the  mother  of  Mary, 
the  first  wife  of  Fred  Lewis  (son  of  William 


Lewis,  and  later  prominent  in  newspaper 
circles  of  the  Saginaw  Valley),  and  of  Ma- 
tilda, wife  of  Andrew  S.  Robertson,  whilom 
one  of  Mt.  Clemens'  most  prominent  attor- 
neys. Another  daughter,  Abagail,  in  1827, 
married  Richard  Butler,  one  of  Mt.  Clemens ' 
earliets  lawyers  and  was  the  mother  of  Mil- 
ton K.  Butler. 

The  Village  of  Marcellus  never  attained 
much  metropolitan  airs,  although  it  once 
boasted  of  a  saw  mill,  a  store  and  black- 
smith shop  and  aspired  to  be  a  station  on 
the  Frederick  and  Lake  St.  Clair  Railroad. 

Cady  is  the  postoffice  of  a  settlement  that 
grew  up  around  the  crossing  of  the  Detroit 
&  Utica  Plank  Road  by  the  River  Road  from 
Mt.  Clemens  through  Frederick  to  the  south- 
west part  of  the  county.  It  was  so  named  be- 
cause the  residence  of  Chauncey  G.  Cady 
was  near  by.  It  has  for  years  had  a  store 
and  tavern,  and  for  sometime  a  milk  station, 
which  has  afforded  an  additional  drawing 
card  for  the  surrounding  farmers. 

The  City  of  Warsaw  platted  by  Leander 
Tromble  about  the  depot  grounds  of  the  new 
Grand  Trunk  Railroad  in  August  of  1862 
soon  became,  as  it  properly  should,  a  part  of 
Mt.  Clemens. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  the  township 
who  bought  government  lands,  besides  those 
already  referred  to,  were  Jesse  Ferris  in  sec- 
tion 1  in  1830;  the  Fox  and  Williams  fami- 
lies in  sections  8  and  9 ;  George  and  Allen  Mc- 
Comber,  who  bought  in  section  28  in  1835, 
and  in  section  29  in  1831  respectively;  Bar- 
nard Sweeney  in  section  31  in  1835 ;  Evert 
J.  Walderon  in  section  32  in  1834 ;  and  Vin- 
son Seelye  (father  of  Mrs.  Frank  Rutter  of 
Mt.  Clemens),  in  section  34  in  1835. 

The  schools  of  Clinton  Township  are  now 
well  provided,  for  in  seven  districts  aside 
from  Mt.  Clemens  District,  with  property  es- 
timated worth  $7,150.00.  $2,458.00  was  ex- 
pended for  educational  purposes  in  1904. 
The  Directors  in  the  various  districts  in 
1905  are  Robert  Fox,  Arthur  Fox,  Julius 
Kandt,  Charles  Faulman,  Fred  Hummel, 
Charles  Lodewick  and  Eugene  Mouilleseaux. 

Supervisors  of  Clinton  Township  have 
been,  Job  C.  Smith,  1827;  James  Connor, 
1828;  Harvey  Cook,  1829;  John  Stockton, 
1830-32;  Christian  Clemens,  1833-34;  Rodney 
O.  Cooler,  1835 ;  Richard  Butler,  1836 ;  Rod- 
ney O.  Cooley,  1837;  Richard  Butler,  1838; 
Prescott  B.  Thurston,  1839;  Chauncey  G. 
Cady,  1840 ;  Isaac  J.  Grovier,  1841 ;  Richard 
Butler,  1842 ;  Porter  Kibbee,  1843-44 ;  David 
Shook,  1845-8 ;  Andrew  S.  Robertson,  1849 ; 
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Charles  H.  Carey,  1850;  Chauncey  G.  Cady, 
1851 ;  Westley  Hinman,  1852-3  ;  Lemuel  Sack- 
ett,  1854-5;  Andrew  S.  Robertson,  1856; 
John  I.  Traver,  1857-8;  Thomas  L.  Sackett, 
1859-61 ;  Joshua  B.  Dickenson,  1862 ;  August 
Czizek,  1863-4;  Thos.  L.  Sackett,  1865-7; 
John  I.  Traver,  1868;  Thomas  L.  Sackett, 
1869;  George  W.  Robertson,  1870-74;  Jud- 
son  S.  Farrar,  1875-78;  Alfred  W.  Little, 
1879;  William  A.  Rowley,  1880-82;  John 
Priehs,  1883-90 ;  Wm.  Rowley,  1891-4 ;  Henry 
Cadow,  1895-8;  Otto  Duckwitz,  1899-1905. 

The  Clerks  of  the  township  have  been 
Thos.  Ashley  and  Alfred  Ashley,  1827 ;  Rob- 
ert P.  Eldredge,  1828 ;  Richard  Butler,  1829- 
31 ;  Rodney  O.  Cooley,  1832-34 ;  Elisha  L.  At- 
kins, 1835;  Prescott  B.  Thurston,  1836-38; 
Henry  D.  Terry,  1839;  Ira  Stout,  1840-41; 
Giles  Hubbard,  1842 ;  Ira  Stout,  1843-45 ;  An- 
drew S.  Robertson,  1846;  Sam  B.  Axtell, 
1847 ;  Jesse  Kibbee,  1848 ;  Edward  Fishpool, 
1849-50;  George  Scott  (father  of  Capt.  Syd 
Scott),  1851-56;  Charles  B.  Lee,  1857;  Theo. 
O.  Leonard,  1858;  George  Scott,  1859-60; 
Abram  Wise,  1861;  George  Scott,  1862-65; 
Charles  Wood,  1866;  F.  H.  Bentley,  1867; 
George  Pelton,  1868-70;  John  Trevidick, 
1871;  Henry  W.  Babcock,  1872-78;  Joseph 
Iinmens,  1879 ;  Leslie  II.  Duncan,  1880 ;  John 
T.  Weiss,  1881-84 ;  Robert  E.  Miller,  1885-86 ; 
John  Charbeneau,  1887;  Alfred  W.  Little, 
1888-92;  John  H.  Rector,  1893-4;  Peter  S. 
Greiner,  1895-97;  Louis  Priehs,  1898-1900; 
Robert  Fox,  1901-1903;  J.  J.  Quinn,  1904; 
Burt  H.  Coulon,  1905. 

The  Treasurers  of  the  township  have  been 
William  H.  Warner,  1839 ;  Charles  A.  Emer- 
son, 1840-41;  Eleazer  L.  Goodman,  1842; 
Sylvanus  Leonard,  1843-5 ;  William  Roy, 
1846;  George  Dixon,  1847;  Hiram  Bentley, 
1848-49 ;  Harvey  Kibbee,  1850-51 ;  Denis  Mc- 
Caffrey, 1852-3;  James  Fenton,  1854;  John 
Barry,  1855  ;  Varnum  Luf kin,  1856-7  ;  Myron 
White,  1858-9;  August  Czizek,  1860-62;  Ru- 
dolph Steiger,  1863-4;  John  C.  Reimold, 
1865-67;  Casper  Peters,  1868-69;  Edward 
Tremble,  1870-1 ;  Traugott  Lungershausen, 
1872-73 ;  Victor  A.  Moross,  1874-76 ;  William 
E.  Hall,  1877;  Geo.  A.  Pelton,  1878;  John  V. 
Wiegand,  1879-80 ;  John  Priehs,  1881-2 ;  Rob- 
ert Jean,  1833-4;  John  Zoeling,  1885-6;  Sam- 
uel Waldron,  1887-88 ;  Geo.  M.  Greiner,  1889- 
90 ;  John  Platz,  1891-2 ;  Fred  Weier,  1893-4 ; 
Fred  J.  Ahrens,  1895-6 ;  Fred  Weier,  1897-8 ; 
—1901-2 ;  Wm.  Nicke,  1899-00 ;  Louis  Priehs, 
1903-4 ;  Chas.  Schroeder,  Jr.,  1905. 


POPULATION. 

1837  1193 

1840  1115 

1845  1754 

1850  2130 

1854  2490 

1860  2893 

1864  2667 

1870  3588 

1874  4265 

Mt.  Clemens  taken  out  in  1879. 

1880  2000 

1884  1910 

1890  1819 

1894  1874 

1900  1825 

1904  1827 

ASSESSED     VALUATION. 

1842  $   53,263.20 

1846  92,371.00 

1851  113,586.00 

1856  588,240.00 

1861 513,815.00 

1866  582,090.00 

1871  672,850.00 

1876  740,000.00 

1881  894,000.00 

1886  820,000.00 

1891  830,000.00 

1896  905,000.00 

1901    1,065,000.00 


CHAPTER  XL 

TOWNSHIP   OF  HARRISON. 

Much  of  the  early  settlement  of  this  town- 
ship already  appears  on  the  chapter  on  the 
early  French  settlers,  and  many  of  its  in- 
habitants are  also  referred  to  in  connection 
with  the  history  of  Mt,  Clemens,  and  yet 
much  remains  that  could  be  told  of  this  local- 
ity and  its  sturdy  pioneers. 

The  earliest  English  settler  of  whom  we 
have  much  knowledge  was  William  Tucker, 
who  settled  on  what  was  afterwards  private 
claim  147,  in  the  spring  of  1784,  having  been 
in  1780  given  a  deed  of  the  entire  tract  sur- 
rounding that  spot  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Chip- 
pewas  as  a  reward  for  his  kindness  and 
friendship,  which  he  had  shown  the  Indians. 
William  Tucker  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  but 
tradition  has  it  recorded,  that  his  father's 
family  were  living  near  Stover's  Town  in 
Virginia  at  the  time  the  Chippewas  made 
one  of  their  periodical  raids  upon  the  settle^ 
ments  of  that  state.     When  he  was  eleven 
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years  old,  he  and  his  father  and  brother 
Joseph  were  attacked  by  the  Indians  while 
on  the  road,  the  father  killed  and  two  sons 
made  captive  and  brought  to  the  Indian 
camp  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie.  William 
appears  to  have  been  bought  by  an 
Indian  by  the  name  of  We-kan-nis,  to 
whom  he  fortunately  ran  for  protection 
when  the  Indians  began  his  death  song. 
We-kan-nis  brought  the  boy  with  his  other 
prisoners  to  Detroit  and  kept  him  captive 
for  seven  years,  when  he  gave  him  his  lib- 
erty. While  the  Tucker  brothers  were  kept 
prisoners,  they  made  frequent  trips  on  the 
lakes  to  Cleveland  and  to  Mackinaw,  and 
the  winters  were  spent  in  hunting  and  trap- 
ping, the  fur  trade  then  being  the  chief 
source  of  revenue  with  which  the  Indians 
could  purchase  fire  wTater.  It  was  on  one 
of  these  trips  that  the  elder  brother  was  lost 
in  the  northern  part  of  Lake  Huron. 

During  the  Pontiac  War,  William  Tucker 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  English  command- 
ant. Major  Gladwin,  a  circumstance  most 
fortunate  for  the  British  forces  then  be- 
seiged  at  that  point.  Tucker  was  treated  by 
the  Indians  of  the  tribe  of  which  he  had  long 
been  a  captive  like  a  brother,  and  this  gave 
him  opportunity  for  frequent  visits  to  the 
family  of  wThich  he  had  been  a  member  dur- 
ing his  captivity.  This  family  were  camped 
just  a  short  distance  below7  the  fort  on  this 
side  of  the  river  at  the  time  of  the  conspiracy 
of  Pontiac,  when  the  fall  of  Detroit  was  so 
shrewdly  planned  by  that  crafty  Indian  chief. 
On  one  of  these  visits,  he  announced  his  in- 
tention to  take  a  hunting  trip  and  tried  to 
persuade  one  of  his  Indian  brothers  to  ac- 
company him,  and  also  spoke  of  his  intention 
of  crossing  the  river  to  the  general  camp  of 
Indians  there,  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
some  moccasins  from  an  Indian  squaw  fa- 
mous for  her  skill  in  the  manufacture. 
After  leaving  the  camp  to  return  to  the  fort, 
he  was  followed  by  his  Indian  sister,  who 
earnestly  besought  him  to  abandon  the  in- 
tended visit  across  the  river  and  to  take 
some  moccasins  which  she  had  made  and  at 
once  start  upon  his  hunting  trip.  Earnest 
solicitation  on  his  part,  finally  procured  from 
her  a  disclosure  of  the  intention  of  Pontiac 
to  obtain  entrance  into  the  fort  at  Detroit 
under  the  plea  of  holding  a  council,  and  once 
inside  to  massacre  the  entire  garrison,  and 
thus  break  the  power  of  the  British  in  and 
about  Detroit.  The  information  which  Mr. 
Tucker  was  thereby  able  to  give  to  Major 
Gladwin,  enabled  the  commandant  to  take 


steps  of  precaution  and  to  defeat  the  nefari- 
ous designs  of  Pontiac. 

For  some  time  after  this  war,  Tucker  was 
employed  by  Meldrum,  the  Scottish  fur  mer- 
chant at  Detroit  as  a  trader  with  the  In- 
dians. In  the  summer  of  1773,  he  returned 
on  a  visit  to  his  old  home,  and  on  August 
8th  of  that  year  married  at  Stover's  Town, 
Catherine  Hezel.  After  his  marriage,  he  re- 
turned to  Detroit  and  lived  there  until  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  It  is  stated 
that  he  declined  to  take  an  active  part  as  a 
combatant  against  the  Americans  in  that 
war,  but  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Eng- 
lish as  an  Indian  interpreter.  In  the  records 
of  the  British  post  at  Detroit,  there  are  many 
references  to  the  service  of  Mr.  Tucker  as 
the  interpreter  for  the  Ottawas  and  Chip- 
pewas.  He  could  speak  many  Indian  dia- 
lects and  became  a  man  of  much  influence 
among  the  natives.  He  was  ever  watchful 
of  any  attempt  to  defraud  the  Indians  by 
deceit  and  always  faithful  in  his  own  deal- 
ings with  them.  On  the  22d  of  September, 
1780,  the  Chippewa  chiefs  rewarded  him  for 
his  kindness  and  faithfulness  to  the  Indian 
interests,  by  giving  him  a  deed  in  the  name 
of  their  tribe  of  a  large  tract  of  land  lying 
between  Lake  St.  Clair,  the  Huron  river  and 
the  River  aux  Vase.  The  deed  was  written 
on  a  parchment  and  drawn  up  by  T.  Williams 
at  Detroit  and  signed  by  ten  of  the  Indian 
chiefs  at  Detroit.  As  it  may  well  be  taken 
to  illustrate  the  Indian  deeds  of  which  there 
are  many  and  has  been  preserved  as  a  relic 
in  the  Tucker  family,  we  here  set  it  out  in 
full,  except  the  totems  by  which  the  Indians 
signed : 

"Know  all  men  by  these  Presents,  that 
we,  the  Chiefs  and  principal  leaders  of  the 
Ochipwe  Nations  of  Indians  at  Detroit,  for 
ourselves  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  whole  of  our  said  Nation,  in 
consideration  of  the  good  will,  love,  and  af- 
fection which  wre  and  the  whole  of  said  Na- 
tion have  and  bear  unto  William  Tucker  of 
Detroit,  and  also  for  Divers  other  good 
causes  and  considerations  unto  us  the  said 
chiefs  and  rest  of  our  Nation  hereunto  mov- 
ing, have  given,  granted,  aliened,  enfeoffed 
and  confirmed  and  by  these  preesnts  do  give, 
grant,  alien,  enfeoff  and  confirm  unto  the 
said  William  Tucker  all  that  tract  of  land 
lying  between  the  River  Huron  and  a  little 

river  in  the  Bay,  being acres  or  ar- 

pents  in  front  and  two  hundred  in  depth; 

bounded  on  the by  said  small  river, 

and  on  the by  said  River  Huron,  the 
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whole  containing acres    or    arpents, 

more  or  less,  with  all  and  singular  the  appur- 
tenances, etc.,  unto  the  said  Tract  of  Land 
appertaining  or  in  any  wise  belonging  and 
the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and 
remainders,   rents  and  services  of  the  said 
Premises,  also  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  in- 
terest, property,  claim  or  demand  whatever 
of  us  the  said  chief  or  of  anyone  whatever 
of  the  said  Nation  of  and  in  and  to  the  said 
Messuage  and   Premises   and  of,  in   and  to 
every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances, To  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
Messuage,   tenements,   lands,    hereditaments 
and  premises  hereby  given  and  granted  or 
mentioned     or     intended    to    be    given    and 
granted  unto  the  said  William  Tucker,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  to  the  only  proper  use  and 
behoof  of  him,  the  said  William  Tucker,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever,  and  the  said  chiefs 
for  themselves  and  in  behalf  of  the  whole  of 
their  Nation,  their  heirs,  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators do  covenant  promise  and  grant 
to   and  with   the   said   William   Tucker,   his 
heirs  and  assigns  by  these  Presents  that  he 
the  said  William  Tucker,  shall  and  lawfully 
may    from    henceforth    and    forever    after 
peaceably   and   quietly   have,    hold,   occupy, 
possess  and  enjoy  the  said  messuage  or  Tene- 
ments, Lands,  Hereditaments  and  Premises 
hereby  given  and  granted  or  mentioned  or 
intended  to  be  given  and  granted,  wTith  their 
and  every  of  their  Appurtenances  free,  clear 
and  discharge  well    and    sufficiently  saved, 
kept  harmless  and  indemnified  of,  from  and 
against  all  former  and  other  rights,  grants, 
bargains,   sales,  jointures,  feoffments,  Dow- 
ers, estates,  entails,  rents  and  rent  charges, 
arrearage     of    rents,     statutes,     judgments, 
recognizances,  statutes  merchant,  and  of  the 
staple  extents,  and  of,  from  and  against  all 
former  and  other  sales,  troubles,  and  incum- 
brances whatever  had,  done  or  suffered,  or 
to  be  had,  done  or  suffered  by  them  the  said 
chiefs,  or  by  anyone  wdiatever  of  the  said 
Nation,  their  heirs,  executors  or  administra- 
tors, or  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully 
claiming  or  to  claim  by,  from  or  under  them 
or  any   or  either  of  them.     And  by  these 
Presents  do  make  this  our  Act  and  Deed  ir- 
revocably under  any  pretence  whatever,  and 
have  put  the  said  William  Tucker  in  full 
possession   and   seizin   by  delivering   him   a 
piece  of  said  tract  of  Lands  on  the  premises. 
In  witness  whereof,  we  the  said  chiefs,  for 
ourselves,  and  on  behalf  of  our  whole  Na- 
tion of  Ochipwes,  have  unto  these  presents 
set  the  marks  of  our  different  Tribes  at  De- 


troit the  twenty  second  day  of  September, 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord,  George  the  third  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Ireland  King,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  and  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty — 
1780. 

(Signed)  Chemokiman,  Couchithouni,  Ani- 
mithens,  Koneckoac,  Maskeash,  Assebat, 
Minas,  Wetmassow,  Paothineous  and  Naun- 
gee.     (With  totems  attached.) 

I,  the  subscriber,  do  hereby  certify  that 
the  above  mentioned  lands  were  a  voluntary 
gift,  and  that  the  Chiefs  made  the  marks  of 
the  different  tribes  in  my  presence  at  Detroit 
the  twenty-second  day  of  September,  1780. 
T.  Williams,  Justice  of  the  Peace." 
This  deed  was  not  approved  or  authorized 
by  the  English  authorities  nor  recognized  by 
the  American  authorities  as  of  any  validity, 
and  the  rights  of  the  Tucker  family  to  the 
lands  which  they  secured  in  Harrison  and 
Chesterfield,  were  based  upon  their  long  oc- 
cupation and  improvement  of  the  same. 

At  the  close  of  the  War,  Mr.  Tucker  set- 
tled upon  the  north  bank  of  the  Huron  river 
on  this  land  deeded  to  him  by  the  Indians 
and  built  a  large  double  house  of  hewn  logs, 
one  and  one-half  stories  high,  and  at  once 
commenced  the  clearing  up  and  cultivation 
of  the  farm.  He  made  a  specialty  of  raising 
tobacco,  as  he  had  been  conversant  with  its 
culture  in  Virginia.  On  his  return  from 
Virginia  after  his  marriage  he  had  brought 
a  family  of  slaves,  consisting  of  father  and 
mother  and  several  children,  whom  he  kept 
with  him  for  some  time  upon  his  Harrison 
farm.  In  the  course  of  time  these  negroes 
made  their  escape,  fording  the  Clinton  river 
about  where  Breitmeyer's  flower  gardens  are 
now  located  and  went  to  Canada  by  way  of 
Detroit.  In  1807,  a  suit-at-law  took  place 
in  the  Court  sitting  in  Detroit  which  in  view 
of  the  provision  of  the  ordinance  establish- 
ing the  Northwest  Territory  forbidding  slav- 
ery, is  novel  and  interesting.  Catharine 
Tucker,  widow  of  William,  was  required  on 
habeas  corpus  to  answer  for  the  detention 
of  Elizabeth  and  Scipio  Denison  before 
Judge  Woodward  in  Detroit.  She  testified 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  held  as  slaves 
at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  the  military 
post  at  Detroit  in  1796,  and  that  under  the 
terms  of  Jay's  treaty,  this  property  was  as- 
sured to  her  in  spite  of  the  provisions  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787.  The  case  was  decided 
Dec.  23d,  1807,  by  Judge  Woodward  up- 
holding the  contention  of  Mrs.  Tucker.     A 
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few  days  after,  application  was  made  by 
some  Canadian  slave  owners  for  the  arrest 
and  delivery  of  some  of  their  slaves  who  had 
escaped,  and  it  was  held  that  no  obligation 
rested  upon  the  public  authorities  to  aid  in 
the  recapture  of  fugitives  from  a  foreign 
jurisdiction.  The  import  of  this  latter  de- 
cision was  undoubtedly  conveyed  by  some 
of  their  friends  to  Mrs.  Tucker's  slaves  and 
resulted  in  their  crossing  the  river  into  Can- 
ada, where,  it  being  a  poor  rule  that  does 
not  work  both  ways,  they  were  assured  of 
retaining  their  liberty.  Somewhat  later, 
these  slaves  came  back  into  America  and  re- 
mained with  some  of  Detroit's  prominent 
families  for  years  and  one  of  them  at  least 
accumulated  considerable  property. 

William  Tucker  died  March  7th,  1805,  in 
his  Harrison  home.  His  widow  Catharine 
lived  to  a  great  age  and  died  in  1848.  A  fam- 
ily of  six  boys  and  one  daughter  were  reared 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tucker.  The  daughter 
married  Robert  Little,  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers of  the  county.  The  sons  were  named 
William,  who  received  private  claim  146, 
Henry,  John,  who  received  private  claim  144, 
Edward,  who  received  private  claim  145,  and 
Jacob  and  Charles  who  received  private 
claim  147  subject  to  the  use  of  the  same  by 
their  mother  for  her  lifetime.  These  claims 
were  granted  in  exact  accordance  with  the 
will  of  William  Tucker,  and  upon  the  rights 
established  by  the  long  occupation  and  im- 
provement of  them  by  him.  Charles  Tucker, 
the  youngest,  obtained  the  homestead  where 
his  father  had  started,  and  it  is  among  the 
very  earliest  recollections  of  the  writer  of 
seeing  him  there,  an  aged  and  decrepit  man 
of  80  years.  He  was  the  father  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Calhoun  Tucker  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, whose  biography  will  be  found  else- 
where in  this  work,  is  the  sole  survivor.  The 
old  homestead  was  occupied  for  years  by 
three  of  the  children  wTho  never  married, 
Frank,  Delia  and  Helen,  and  was  recently 
sold  to  John  Irwin  and  Amond  Touscany  by 
the  Administrator  of  Frank  K.  Tucker's  Es- 
tate. 

John  Tucker,  the  son  of  William,  who  was 
born  November  12th,  1784,  was  undoubtedly 
the  first  male  white  child  born  in  the  county, 
whose  parents  were  both  English.  He  was 
the  father  of  Edward  J.  Tucker,  who  for  a 
long  time  ran  a  lime  kiln  in  Mt.  Clemens ;  of 
David  Tucker,  who  lived  in  Harrison,  south 
of  the  river;  of  Henry  Tucker,  the  father 
of  Capts.  John  and  Albert  Tucker;  of  Mrs. 
Culver  and  Mrs.  Weiss  and  of  John  Tucker, 


the  father  of  Mrs.  Henry  Little  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens. Another  son  of  John  Tucker,  was  Will- 
iam, the  father  of  Morris  Tucker,  who  still 
occupies  a  portion  of  the  land  granted  to 
John  Tucker,  lying  between  the  two  Jobse 
farms  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river. 

The  first  school  organized  in  the  county 
was  that  organized  in  Harrison  in  1794  un- 
der the  charge  of  Joseph  Rowe  in  a  room  in 
William  Tucker's  residence.  The  teacher's 
wages  were  $10.00  per  month  with  board, 
washing  and  mending  included.  Mr.  Rowe 
remained  in  this  vicinity  about  ten  years 
and  aside  from  his  duties  as  pedagogue  he 
was  sometimes  called  upon  to  conduct 
funeral  services,  as  ministers  of  the  gospel 
were  then  distant  and  difficult  to  obtain. 
After  the  war  of  1812  when  the  white  inhabit- 
ants could  again  return  to  their  settlements 
with  safety,  a  school  house  was  built  near 
the  residence  of  the  late  Lafayette  Tucker 
(son  of  Charles  Tucker).  This  is  believed 
to  have  been  the  first  school  house  erected 
in  the  county  and  was  first  occupied  by  Ben- 
jamin P.  Dodge.  Richard  Butler,  the  old 
time  Mt.  Clemens  lawyer,  taught  school  there 
as  early  as  1824  and  Dr.  Henry  Taylor,  one 
of  Mt.  Clemens'  earliest  physicians  in  1827, 
also  wielded  the  birch  there  during  his  first 
years  in  the  county.  The  school  drew  pupils 
from  a  long  distance,  Henry  Harrington  com- 
ing from  as  far  as  Frederick.  Another  of 
the  earliest  schools  of  the  county  was  taught 
at  the  house  of  William  Tucker  by  Robert 
Tate,  a  Scotchman.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  trace  the  growth  of  Harrison  schools  from 
that  time  on,  but  we  must  be  content  with 
showing  that  in  1904,  126  out  of  the  205 
children  of  school  age  were  enrolled  in  the 
schools  held  in  the  three  districts  of  the  town- 
ship. That  the  teacher's  wages  for  that  year 
for  the  nine  months  taught  in  each  of  the  dis- 
tricts, aggregated  $855.  The  estimated  value 
of  the  school  property  as  returned  is  $3,100. 
That  $1,267  was  expended  by  the  town  in 
educational  matters  during  that  year. 

Although  at  present  without  any  church 
building  within  its  limits,  Harrison  can  claim 
the  first  church  edifice  (except  the  Moravian 
chapel)  erected  in  the  county,  a  log  chapel 
having  been  built  on  the  river,  directly  oppo- 
site the  William  Tucker  property  as  early  as 
1806.  This  building  for  a  long  time  was  the 
center  of  a  Catholic  organization  in  the  coun- 
ty at  a  time  when  a  large  proportion  of  the 
population  were  devout  and  faithful  follow- 
ers of  the  Catholic  church,  as  have  been  their 
descendants  in  the  main  ever  since.     In  Har- 
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rison,  too,  was  probably  preached  the  first 
sermons  given  by  Protestant  missionaries 
aside  from  the  Moravians.  A  Methodist 
clergyman  by  the  name  of  Case  occasionally 
came  from  Detroit  and  held  services  at  the 
house  of  William  Tucker.  A  Methodist  class 
was  organized  in  Harrison  in  1824. 

By  the  act,  organizing  the  township  of  Har- 
rison, the  first  meeting  was  appointed  to  be 
held  on  the  last  Monday  of  May,  1827,  at  the 
house  of  Charles  Peltier,  Jr.  At  that  meet- 
ing, William  Meldrum  was  chosen  moderator 
and  Henry  Taylor  clerk.  The  election  then 
held  resulted  in  a  tie  vote  on  the  office  of 
supervisor,  and  a  special  election  was  held 
June  9,  following,  which  resulted  in  the  se- 
lection of  Henry  Taylor.  At  the  regular  elec- 
tion, James  Meldrum  was  chosen  clerk,  Jacob 
Tucker,  collector,  Charles  Tucker,  B.  Thomas, 
and  F.  Labadie  commissioners  of  highway, 
Charles  Peltier,  Sr.,  overseer  of  the  poor  and 
John  B.  Chapman,  constable.  Since  that  time 
the  following  officers  have  been  elected: 

Supervisors — Henry  Taylor,  1827-28  ;  Jacob 
Tucker,  1829-37;  David  Lyon,  1838;  George 
Kellogg,  1839 ;  Heman  Beal,  1840 ;  Henry  J. 
Tucker,  1841;  Henry  Teats,  1842-44;  William 
J.  Tucker,  1845-47;  Antoine  Chortier,  1848; 
Alonzo  A.  Goodman,  1849;  Robert  Teats, 
1850-54 ;  William  J.  Tucker,  1855-60 ;  Alonzo 
A.  Goodman,  1861-62;  Edward  Teats,  1863; 
William  J.  Tucker,  1864-67;  Edward  Teats, 
1868-72;  Frederick  C.  Forton,  1873-74;  John 
Feller,  1875-76;  Edward  Teats,  1877-82; 
Henry  Campeau,  1883-87;  Chas.  Mooney, 
1888-92 ;  Jno.  Irwin,  1893-02 ;  Joseph  Hatzen- 
buhler,  1903 ;  Jorn  Irwin,  1904-5. 

Clerks— James  Meldrum,  1827-32;  Valor- 
ous Maynard,  1834;  Robert  Meldrum,  1835- 
37;  A.  C.  Hatch,  1839;  A.  W.  Flags,  1840; 
Henry  Teats,  1841;  Henry  J.  Tucker,  1842; 
Robert  Teats,  1844-45;  Alonzo  A.  Goodman, 
1847;  Robert  Teats,  1848;  Jacob  Tucker, 
1850;  David  Tucker,  1851-52;  Henry  Van 
Allen,  1854-55;  Rudolph  Stieger,  1857;  Robert 
Teats,  1858-59;  Edward  Teats,  1860-61; 
Simon  Rackham,  1863-66;  Desitee  Chortier, 
1867-69;  John  Feller,  1871;  Henry  Fries, 
1873 ;  Lemuel  M.  Sackett,  1875 ;  Henry  Cam- 
pau,  1876 ;  Stephen  Lawton,  1878-79 ;  Francis 
Chortier,  1881-83;  Chas.  A.  Winkler,  1884; 
Frank  N.  Chortier,  1885;  Fred  W.  Reimold, 
1886;  Jacob  Hatzenbuhler,  1887;  Thomas 
Shoemaker,  1888;  Joseph  A.  Turcotte,  1889- 
96;  Arthur  Teats,  1897-1900;  Henrv  Reimold, 
1901 ;  Arthur  Teats,  1902-05. 


THE   CITY  OF   BELVIDERE. 

In  1835  David  Conger  and  James  L.  Con- 
ger, of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  visited  this  county 
and  purchased  the  tracts  of  land  included  in 
the  private  claims  granted  to  Alexis  Peltier, 
Joseph  Robertjean  and  Ignace  Moross,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  on  the  north  bank,  and 
platted  there  a  village  which  they  fondly 
hoped  would  grow  to  be  one  of  the  main  ports 
of  the  great  lakes.  In  those  early  days,  the 
north  channel  of  the  St.  Clair  River  was  the 
most  available  one  for  boats  of  heavy  draft 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  River  was  not 
far  off  the  main  course  of  all  the  lake  vessels. 
Col.  James  L.  Conger,  whose  influence  was 
most  active  in  the  enterprise,  was  a  man  of 
fine  appearance,  engaging  manners,  full  of 
enthusiasm  and  sanguine  beyond  the  bounds 
of  reason.  He  was,  in  his  day  in  the  county, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
men.  He  shares,  with  the  Honorable  Edgar 
Weeks,  the  honor  of  being  the  sole  representa- 
tives of  Macomb  county  in  the  National  House 
of  Representatives,  having  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  Congressman  in  1850.  Under  the 
instructions  of  the  Congers,  Abel  Dickerson 
of  Ohio  surveyed  and  platted  a  city  of  mag- 
nificent proportions  upon  what  to  most  of  us 
has  been  known  only  as  marshy  land  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  on  the  north  bank.  Later 
a  supplemental  and  more  accurate  plat  of  the 
city  was  made  by  Edward  R.  Blackwell,  his 
survey  being  made  in  December,  1836.  A  thou- 
sand and  nine  lots  were  platted,  extending 
out  nearly,  if  not  quite,  to  the  site  of  the 
Mount  Clemens  Hunting  and  Fishing  Club, 
formerly  the  lighthouse.  Broad  streets  and 
avenues  were  laid  out,  with  squares  for  parks, 
in  which  they  expected  the  crowded  popula- 
tion of  future  years  would  be  able  to  find 
breathing  spaces.  Washington  Square  at  the 
intersection  of  Superior  street  and  Conger 
avenue  was  300  x  236  feet  and  Belvidere  Cen- 
ter, a  couple  of  blocks  to  the  north,  was  of  sim- 
ilar size.  A  proposed  canal  was  platted, 
which  contemplated  the  cutting  off  of  the  ox- 
bow bend  next  above  the  site  of  the  Belvidere 
tavern,  which  stood  on  almost  the  identical 
spot  where  William  Cottrell's  summer  resi- 
dence now  stands.  This  tavern  was  the  en- 
larged dwelling  of  Ignace  Moross  referred  to 
in  another  chapter.  Directly  across  Peck  street 
from  this  tavern  was  erected  a  large  ware- 
house, which  was  still  standing  within  the 
memory  of  the  writer.  Several  other  parties 
were  induced  to  join  in  the  venture  and  the 
Belvidere  Company  was  organized.  The  stock- 
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holders  of  this  company  were  Joseph  L.  Con- 
ger (who  had  purchased  the  interest  of  David 
Conger),  Thomas  L.  Peck,  Richard  Hussey, 
James  H.  Tallman,  Thomas  Balten,  Elizabeth 
Smith  and  Nelson  Oviatt,  A  sale  of  one  hun- 
dred village  lots  took  place  October  3,  1836, 
the  advertisement  for  wrhich  was  scattered  at 
large  in  Cleveland  and  other  Ohio  cities.  This 
advertisement  so  well  sets  forth  the  hopes  and 
anticipations  of  the  projectors  of  our  lake 
city  that  we  may  be  pardoned  for  setting  it 
forth  in  full. 

BELVIDERE  CITY  LOTS  AT  AUCTION. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1836,  will  be  sold,  at 
auction,  to  the  highest  bidder,  without  re- 
serve, about  100  village  lots,  situated  in  said 
village,  comprising  many  of  the  best  water 
and  business  lots  in  the  place.  Also  that  new, 
large,  convenient  tavern-house  and  stand,  sit- 
uated in  said  village,  and  known  as  the  "Bel- 
videre  Hotel,"  now  occupied  by  A.  Wilcox. 

Terms  of  Sale. — Twenty  per  cent  down,  and 
the  remainder  in  four  equal  payments  of  20 
per  cent  each,  payable  in  three,  six,  nine  and 
twelve  months  from  the  sale,  with  interest;  to 
be  secured  by  good  and  approved  endorsed 
notes,  payable  at  bank.  The  purchaser  to  be 
entitled  to  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent  on  the 
amount  of  said  notes  by  paying  all  the  money 
down  at  the  time  of  sale. 

The  sale  will  take  place  at  the  "Belvidere 
Hotel,"  commencing  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  on 
said  day,  and  continue  from  day  to  day,  if 
necessary,  until  the  sale  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted. 

The  title  is  indisputable.  And  warranty 
deeds  will  be  given  so  soon  as  the  terms  of  sale 
shall  have  been  complied  with. 

Belvidere  is  situated  about  twTenty-five  miles 
above  Detroit,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton 
River  at  its  entrance  into  Lake  St.  Clair,  in 
Macomb  county,  Michigan;  being  directly  on 
the  great  and  only  route  of  water  communica- 
tion with  the  Upper  Lakes,  and  wThole  western 
country.  The  location  is,  beyond  all  ques- 
tion, one  of  the  most  healthy  in  Michigan ;  and 
the  surrounding  country  is  wrell  timbered  with 
the  finest  oak,  maple,  black  walnut,  white 
wood,  and  other  trees  to  be  found  in  America. 
In  fertility,  richness  and  depth,  the  soil  is 
not  surpassed  by  any  other  in  the  western 
states.  Along  the  margins  of  Lake  St.  Clair 
and  the  various  rivers,  this  country  has  been 
settled  and  wrell  improved  for  from  thirty  to 
sixty  years,  and  exhibits  some  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  wrorld.  And  within  the  last  two 
or  three  years  a  flood  of  emigrants  from  New 


York  and  the  Eastern  states,  possessing  both 
enterprise  and  wealth,  have  purchased  and 
settled  upon  nearly  all  the  lands  in  this  sec- 
tion of  country. 

A  railroad  company,  with  banking  priv- 
ileges, has  been  recently  chartered  by  the  leg- 
islature of  Michigan,  to  construct  a  railroad 
from  Saginaw  to  Clinton  River;  and  another 
railroad  is  in  contemplation  to  connect  Pon- 
tiac,  Iltica,  and  other  villages  west  with  Bel- 
videre. 

Clinton  River,  at  the  mouth  of  which  this 
place  is  located,  is  one  of  the  finest  rivers  that 
empty  into  the  western  lakes,  being  wTider  and 
deeper  than  the  Cuyahoga  River,  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio ;  and  its  waters  being  beautifully 
clear,  pure  and  limpid — in  this  respect  like 
the  w7aters  of  Lakes  St.  Clair,  Huron,  etc. 
This  river  is  navigable  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance into  the  interior  for  vessels  of  any  size, 
after  passing  the  bar  at  the  mouth,  wrhich  has 
now  about  six  and  a  half  feet  of  water.  At 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  an  appropriation 
of  $5,000  was  made  to  remove  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  this  river;  and  no  doubt  is  enter- 
tained of  obtaining,  at  the  next  session  of  that 
body,  such  further  sums  as  may  be  necessary 
to  build  a  pier,  erect  a  lighthouse,  and  make 
such  other  improvements  as  will  render  this 
harbor  equal  to  any  on  the  western  lakes. 
JAMES  L.  CONGER, 
Agent,  and  one  of  the  Proprietors. 

P.  S. — Mechanics  and  others  wishing  to 
settle  in  Belvidere  will  at  all  times  be  accom- 
modated writh  lots,  furnished  with  employ- 
ment, and  assisted  to  build,  if  desired,  upon 
the  most  favorable  terms,  by  applying  to  the 
subscriber  at  Cleveland,  O.,  or  at  Belvidere. 
JAMES  L.  CONGER. 

After  the  sale  took  place  the  purchasers 
drewr  numbers  to  assign  their  holdings,  and 
some  twenty  or  thirty  families  wrere  induced 
to  cast  their  future  with  the  fortunes  of  Bel- 
videre. Thomas  II.  Peck  opened  a  general 
store  with  a  large  stock  of  goods,  and  a  saw- 
mill and  a  grist  mill  run  by  wind  power  were 
constructed,  the  former  remaining  in  opera- 
tion for  several  years.  At  the  sale  the  tavern- 
house,  or  Belvidere  Hotel,  was  sold  to  Conger 
for  $3,510,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
hotel  should  be  completed  by  the  Belvidere 
Company,  in  the  style  and  manner  explained 
by  the  auctioneer  at  the  sale. 

In  the  years  from  1836  to  1838  the  waters 
of  our  Great  Lakes  indulged  in  one  of  their 
periodical  high-water  movements,  with  the  re- 
sult that  most  of  the  farming  lands  in  and 
about  Belvidere  and  all  of  the  town  site  lying 
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east  of  the  road  and  also  the  point  running 
down  the  river  to  the  present  club  house,  were 
completely  under  water,  which  came  into  the 
cellars  and  in  some  houses  even  covered  the 
ground  floor,  with  the  result  that  Belvidere 
lost  its  inhabitants  as  well  as  all  its  dreams  of 
future  greatness.  The  Conger  family,  who 
for  a  number  of  years  lived  in  the  hotel,  and 
had  at  one  time  a  most  delightful  home  on 
this  desirable  spot — a  home  that  was  the  fa- 
vorite resort  for  the  best  society  of  the  county, 
were  among  the  last  to  abandon  the  place. 
Mrs.  Conger  died  at  Belvidere,  and  for  a  time 
was  interred  in  the  tomb  which  stood  among 
the  group  of  willows  still  to  be  seen  back 
from  the  river. 

LIVERPOOL. 

Another  of  the  melancholy  failures  with 
which  Harrison  was  associated  was  the  city 
of  Liverpool,  which  was  platted  Feb.  21st, 
1856,  by  Edgar  II.  Shook,  with  forty-nine  lots, 
mostly  of  irregular  shape,  out  from  the  midst 
of  which  ran  a  dock  many  hundred  feet  into 
the  lake.  This  wras  located  on  private  claim 
164  and  occupied  the  site  of  the  present 
Smith  Club  House  and  of  Vivian  Croft,  the 
cottage  and  summer  home  of  Dr.  A.  N.  Shot- 
well.  The  city  was  but  a  part  of  the  enter- 
prise which  looked  forward  to  making  a  lake 
port  on  L'Anse  Creuse  Bay,  and  connecting 
the  same  with  Mount  Clemens  by  a  plank 
road.  The  road  was  constructed,  and  a1- 
though  since  abandoned  as  a  plank  road,  still 
bears  the  name  of  the  Shook  Road.  A  large 
hotel  was  constructed;  and  for  some  tim^  a 
boat  ran  regular  trips  between  Liverpool  and 
Detroit.  The  spiles  that  carried  "the  old  red 
bridge,7'  on  which  the  Shook  Road  crossed 
the  river  into  Mount  Clemens  at  a  point  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  George  M.  Cropker. 
are  still  visible.  Associated  with  this  enter- 
prise are  the  names  of  Arnold  and  Adolpli 
Guerber,  who  for  several  years  were  promi- 
nent members  of  the  younger  social  circles  of 
Mount  Clemens.  Adolph  Guerber  married  the 
youngest  daughter  of  Judge  Frederick  Hatch, 
the  grandfather  of  our  present  Circuit  Judge 
Tucker,  and  returned  to  his  former  home  in 
New  York,  where  he  resided  until  his  death 
a  few  years  since.  Arnold  Guerber  still  lives 
near  New  York  City. 

A  similar  and  more  successful  enterprise 
of  more  modern  date  was  the  building  of 
Lakeside,  with  its  electric  line  connecting  with 
Mount  Clemens.  Like  their  predecessors,  the 
founders  of  this  enterprise,  largely  Pittsburg 
capitalists,  anticipated  making  a  lake  port  for 
Mount  Clemens  on  L'Anse  Creuse  Bav.     The 


present  commodious  clubhouse  and  hotel  now 
run  by  Bingham  was  built  and  an  electric 
road  was  constructed  to  it  from  Mount  Clem- 
ens, wdiich  later  passed  into  the  control  and 
became  a  part  of  the  Detroit  &  Mount  Clem- 
ens Lake  Shore  Line.  Although  the  dreams  of 
its  originators  of  a  harbor  and  port  have  not 
been  realized,  yet  Lakeside  is  far  from  being 
the  failure  that  Liverpool  proved. 

THE  LOSS  OF  THE  STEAMER  ERIE 

is  another  interesting  incident  connected  wdth 
Harrison.  The  winter  of  1842-3  was  known 
in  Macomb  county,  and  in  fact  is  still  remem- 
bered, as  ' '  the  hard  winter. ' '  In  that  year  the 
winter  began  the  middle  of  November  and 
lasted  writh  unexampled  severity  until  late  in 
the  spring.  About  December  1st  occurred  the 
wrecking  of  the  "Erie,"  called  the  "Little 
Erie"  to  distinguish  it  from  a  larger  boat 
of  the  same  name,  in  which  three  men  lost 
their  lives.  The  "Erie"  was  a  passenger  and 
freight  steamer  and  ran  in  the  river  and  lake 
trade. 

Coming  up  the  lake,  she  was  caught  in  a 
snow  storm,  and  as  the  lake  was  filled  with 
floating  ice,  she  sprung  a  leak  and  was  headed 
for  the  Point  Huron,  so  as  to  beach  here  on  the 
bar  in  shallow  water.  The  boat  sank  before 
reaching  shallow  water,  just  on  the  outside 
of  the  bar.  Attempts  were  made  at  once  to 
get  her  affloat  by  sinking  scows,  fastening 
them  to  her  with  heavy  timbers,  and  then 
pumping  them  out,  They  had  succeeded  in 
getting  the  "Erie"  afloat  when  a  furious 
storm  came  up,  the  sea  began  to  rise  and 
broke  the  fastenings,  allowing  the  Erie  to  sink 
again,  while  the  gathering  darkness  and  storm 
forced  the  workmen  to  seek  safety.  The 
lake  was  full  of  floating  ice  and  several  men 
succeeded  in  crossing  from  cake  to  cake,  final- 
ly reaching  safety  on  Point  Huron.  Three 
men,  Edward  La  Forge,  Moses  John  (or 
Robert  John)  and  Charles  Griff  ard,  who  took 
a  different  direction,  found  their  course 
blocked  by  open  water  and  took  refuge  on  a 
small  scow,  which,  caught  in  the  ice,  drifted 
out  jnto  the  lake.  After  the  storm  had  raged 
for  two  days  search  was  made  and  the  scow 
was  found  near  Stony  Point,  but  the  men 
had  perished  from  hunger  and  cold. 

There  were  no  more  attempts  made  to  raise 
the  Erie  and  her  timbers  still  lie  on  the  bottom 
near  Point  Huron,  well  known  to  the  fisher- 
man as  "the  wreck"  and  a  famous  resort  for 
bass  fishing. 

Below  are  given  tables  of  the  population 
and  assessed  valuation  of  the  township  in 
various  years. 
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1837 502 

1840 395 

1845 528 

1850 483 

1854 499 

1860 546 

1864 502 

1870 605 

1874 625 

1880 744 

1884 708 

1890 695 

1894 666 

1900 721 

1904 648 

1842 $  23,928 

1846 22,399 

1851 22,389 

1856 118,686 

1861 93,032 

1866 89,290 

1871 106,855 

1876 98,000 

1881 288,000 

1886 270,000 

1891 290,000 

1896 300,000 

1901 475,000 


CHAPTER  XII. 


ERIN. 


A  good  deal  of  the  very  earliest  history  of 
Erin  is  already  given  in  the  chapter  on  the 
private  claims,  since  the  first  settlers  were  the 
occupants  of  those  claims  along  the  lake  shore. 
Until  a  system  of  drainage  had  been  begun,  a 
large  portion  of  the  lands  in  Erin  were  so 
swampy  and  flat  that  they  offered  few  attrac- 
tions to  those  seeking  homes.  As  a  result, 
many  of  the  early  settlers  passed  right 
through  what  is  now  the  garden  spot  of  the 
county,  and  selected  as  home  sand  ridges 
further  north,  with  a  soil  comparatively  poor 
and  light.  No  section  of  the  county  has  bene- 
fited more  than  has  Erin  by  the  systematic 
development  of  the  public  drains,  and  that 
township  now  presents  a  picture  of  rich,  fer- 
tile lands  subject  to  the  most  painstaking  and 
productive  agriculture.  The  Gratiot  Road, 
which  for  years  has  been  the  main  thorough- 
fare for  all  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  in 
taking  its  products  by  team  into  Detroit,  has, 
together  with  the  historic  Lake  Shore  Road, 
given  to  the  township  its  main  historic  spots. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  note  and  trace  the 
rise  and  fall  of  the  various  taverns  which  have 


afforded  stopping  places  for  wayfarers  and 
the  centers  for  distribution  of  news  for  the 
residents  along  these  two  old  roads,  but  time 
and  space  forbid,  even  though  the  knowledge 
of  all  these  interesting  spots  had  not  been  in 
many  eases  carried  to  the  graves  of  the  older 
inhabitants.  Outside  of  the  settlers  on  the 
private  claims,  a  list  of  those  who  purchased 
land  in  Erin  from  the  government  prior  to 
1840  is  here  given.  It  perhaps  affords  a  less 
accurate  list  of  the  settlers  of  the  township 
than  is  the  case  of  the  more  northern  town- 
ships, for  the  reason  that  its  proximity  to 
Detroit  and  wealth  of  the  soil  made  this  ter- 
ritory more  inviting  to  the  land  speculator, 
while  its  lack  of  drainage  made  it  less  invit- 
ing to  the  emigrant  who  was  looking  for  a 
home  which  he  could  shortly  make  pro- 
ductive. 

We  however  give  a  list  of  the  earliest  buyers 
from  the  government  of  lands  in  the  township 
outside  of  the  private  claims. 

In  section  2  Simeon  Cadit  purchased  in  De- 
cember 11,  1827;  and  in  November  of  1835  Lot 
Clark  and  Steven  Warren  of  New  York  state 
and  John  B.  Rivard  of  this  county  also  took 
up  land.  Portions  of  section  3  were  sold  as 
follows:  To  James  Spakeshaft  of  Wayne 
county,  August  27th,  1833;  to  James  M. 
Reeves  of  Orange  county,  New  York,  July 
9th,  1834;  Sylvester  F.  Atwood  of  Mount 
Clemens,  September  4th.  1835;  to  James  C. 
Allen,  also  of  Mount  Clemens,  November  21st, 
1835 ;  and  to  Clark  and  Warren,  of  New  York 
state,  November  20th  of  the  same  year. 

In  section  5  lands  were  taken  up  in  1835 
by  Henry  S.  Wyckoff,  John  S.  Schemerhorn, 
Laurent  Charles,  William  P.  Hallet,  all  of 
New  York  City.  In  1835  three  parties  from 
Chenango  county,  New  York,  took  up  lands 
in  section  6,  viz:  Adna  Phillips,  Steven  Phil- 
lips and  Hartford  Phillips.  Besides  these  in 
the  same  year  Patrick  Mullin  of  Wayne 
county,  Patrick  Hughes  of  Monroe  county, 
New  York,  and  William  Brown,  Jr.,  of  Oak- 
land county,  of  this  state,  took  up  lands  in 
the  same  section,  and  early  in  the  following 
year  Mason  Palmer  and  Dennis  Callagher, 
both  of  Wayne  county,  made  purchases  from 
the  government. 

Section  7  was  largely  acquired  in  1835  and 
1836  by  Wayne  county  men,  among  whom 
were  Thomas  Eagan,  Patrick  Mullin,  John 
Terney,  John  M.  Lamb,  Mason  Palmer,  George 
R.  McKenzie,  Thomas  Merrigan  and  David 
Kennedy. 

In  section  8  as  early  as  September  4th,  1831, 
lands  were  taken  up    by  Hial  Campbell  and 
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James  Campbell  of  Monroe  county,  New  York. 
It  was  not  until  three  years  later  that  Beverly 
M.  Brown  of  this  county  took  up  the  next 
piece,  to  be  followed  the  next  year  by  Allen  W. 
Hurlbut  of  this  county,  Henry  S.  Wyekoff 
of  New  York  City,  Malachi  0.  Beirne  and 
John  McMahon  of  Wayne  county.  The  fol- 
lowing year,  1836,  two  Macomb  county  men, 
Everet  J.  Walderon  and  Patrick  Cahel,  and 
two  Wayne  county  men,  Thomas  Sullivan  and 
John  Usher,  bought  other  lands  in  this  same 
section. 

Lands  in  section  9  were  secured  by  John 
Hayes  of  Wayne  county  June  2d,  1831;  Ed- 
mund B.  Rose  of  Monroe  county,  New  York, 
June  6th,  1831 ;  Joseph  W.  Torrey  of  Detroit, 
March  26th,  1832 ;  Jonathan  Ferris  of  West 
Chester  county,  New  York,  June  11th,  1832; 
James  Hale  of  Monroe  county,  Michigan,  De- 
cember 1st,  1832 ;  and  John  S.  Schemerhorn  of 
New  York  City,  June  17th,  1835. 

Section  10  seems  to  have  been  largely 
bought  by  speculators,  as  among  the  buyers 
appear  the  names  of  Wyekoff,  Schemerhorn 
and  Clark  &  Warren  of  New  York,  and  James 
C.  Allen  of  Mount  Clemens.  In  addition  to 
these,  however,  Francis  Julian  Forton  and 
Charles  J.  Forton  of  this  county  and  Francis 
Dwight  of  Wayne  county  took  up  lands. 

In  section  11  appear  the  names  of  Francis 
Julian  Forton,  Jr.,  John  B.  Rivard,  Joseph 
Campau  and  Simeon  Cadet.  One  could  almost 
feel  sure,  from  the  nationality  of  these  names, 
that  the  lands  were  located  in  close  proximity 
to  the  French  private  claims. 

Section  14  brings  us  to  familiar  names, 
Christian  Clemens,  of  Mt.  Clemens,  being  the 
earliest  land  buyer  in  the  town,  October  7, 
1818,  and  John  B.  Verniea,  dit  Ladouceur, 
whom  we  met  among  the  owners  of  private 
claims,  having  purchased  in  April,  1825.  Sec- 
tion 15  went  to  Antoine  Verniea  dit  Ladou- 
ceur, Francis  Peacock,  of  Monroe  County, 
New  York,  G.  M.  Williams,  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, and  Henry  Dwight,  of  Ontario  County, 
New  York. 

Section  17,  which  is  now  so  thickly  crowded 
with  people  in  the  neighborhood  of  Utica 
Junction,  seems  to  have  been  taken  up  largely 
by  land  speculators,  although  the  earliest  land 
buyer  in  the  section  bears  a  name  familiar  to 
the  old  residents  of  that  locality.  Henry 
Savage,  of  Monroe  County,  New  York, 
bought  April  11,  1831,  to  be  followed  during 
that  year  by  John  Hayes,  of  Wayne  County; 
Robert  Warn,  of  Tioga  County,  New  York, 
and  Thomas  Knapp,  of  Detroit.'  In  1833  the 
only  land  in  this  section  taken  up  was  bought 


by  William  Chevalier  DeWitt,  of  Madison 
County,  New  York.  In  1834  Fanny  Justus 
and  John  Welch,  of  Wayne  County,  and  in 
1835,  John  S.  Schemerhorn,  of  New  York 
City,  purchased  other  lands  in  this  section. 

In  section  18  again  appear  the  names  of 
Fanny  Justus,  Henry  S.  Wyekoff  and  John  S. 
Schemerhorn,  together  with  John  King,  John 
and  William  Callaghan,  Elias  M.  Beach  and 
Richard  Welch,  all  of  whom  purchased  be- 
tween December  1,  1834,  and  May  2,  1836. 

Section  19  was  secured  by  Eneas  Bottomley, 
William  Hamill,  of  Macomb  County,  Wyekoff 
and  Schemerhorn,  of  New  York  City,  and 
Benjamin  Horner,  Jonathan  Beecroff,  James 
Spakeshaft  and  John  Ready,  all  of  Wayne 
County. 

During  1831-2-3  and  1834  lands  in  section 

20  were  taken  by  Sherlock  S.  Gregory,  of 
Rensselaer  County,  New  York;  Thomas 
P.  Curtiss  and  Elias  Stone,  of  Macomb  Coun- 
ty; Jonathan  Ferris,  of  West  Chester  Coun- 
ty, New  York;  Harvey  Parker,  of  Wayne 
County;  William  C.  DeWitt,  of  Madison 
County,  New  York,  and  Moses  Conn,  of  Steu- 
ben County,  New  York,  who  also  at  the  same 
time  took  up  lands  in  section  21.     In  section 

21  appears  also  the  name  of  Lansing  B.  Miz- 
ner, then  given  as  from  Ontario  County,  New 
York.  Mr.  Mizner  afterwards  lived  in  De- 
troit for  a  great  many  years,  and  was  very 
largely  interested  in  real  estate  in  both  War- 
ren and  Erin.  Mr.  Mizner  also  secured  lands 
in  sections  27  and  28  of  this  township.  Among 
the  other  early  land  buyers  in  this  section 
were  William  Curry,  of  this  county;  Jona- 
than Teagan,  Samuel  Kingston  and  Benja- 
min G.  Barker,  of  Wayne  County;  Beverly 
Robinson,  of  New  York  City,  and  Henry 
Dwight,  of  Ontario  County,  New  York. 

In  section  28,  aside  from  Mizner  and  Hen- 
ry Dwight  (who  took  up  three  pieces),  Pat- 
rick Ilealy,  of  Ontario  County,  New  York; 
Nicholas  Mason,  of  this  county,  and  Benjamin 
G.  Barker,  of  Wayne  County,  were  among  the 
early  buyers  from  the  Government.  Dwight 
again  appears  among  the  buyers  in  section  29, 
along  with  Elias  Stone,  Thomas  Keily  and 
Patrick  Sullivan,  of  this  county;  George  Bo- 
lam,  Edmund  Kirk  and  James  Moyniham,  of 
Wayne  County,  and  George  Karn,  of  Erie 
County,  Pennsylvania. 

In  section  30  we  find  the  names  of  William 
Stevens,  of  Macomb  County  (October,  1830)  ; 
Peter  Van  Every  and  Solomon  Porter,  of 
Wayne  County;  Elias  Stone,  of  Livingston 
County,  New  York,  and  Harvey  P.  Dannals, 
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of  Monroe  County,  New  York,  and  Richard 
Haight,  of  Detroit. 

The  southeast  corner  of  the  county,  section 
31  of  this  town,  was  secured  by  Asquire  W. 
Aldrich,  on  October  23,  1830,  of  Wayne 
County,  and  later  on,  May,  29,  1833,  of  Ma- 
comb County ;  William  L.,  Caleb  and  Alanson 
Curtiss,  of  Oakland  County;  George  W.  Tor- 
rey  and  William  Storgie,  of  Detroit;  John 
Dannals,  of  Monroe  County,  New  York ;  Amra 
Morton,  of  Geauga,  Ohio.  Land  in  section  32 
was  also  taken  up  by  Aldrich,  and  Keily,  Ja- 
cob Strieker,  of  Wayne  County,  and  George 
Bayne,  of  Orleans  County,  New  York.  Sec- 
tions east  of  32  to  the  lake  were  taken  up  by 
the  private  claims. 

As  wTe  have  seen,  Erin  Township  was  first 
organized  under  the  name  of  Orange,  which 
was  changed  in  1843  to  Erin.  This  change  of 
name,  it  is  said,  was  due  to  the  fact  that  short- 
ly prior  thereto,  a  large  number  of  the  de- 
scendants of  the  sons  of  Erin  had  settled  in 
the  township,  and  finding  the  name  distasteful 
desired  a  change  to  one  which  would  remind 
them  of  their  native  isle. 

A  list  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  township  is 
here  given: 

Supervisors — John  B.  Cottrell,  1837 ;  Coun- 
ty Commissioners,  1838-42 ;  Israel  Curtiss, 
1843;  Solomon  Porter,  1844;  Israel  Curtiss, 
1845-51;  William  Stevens,  1852;  Peter  Mc- 
Govern,  1853-54;  Henry  L.  Reeves,  1855-58; 
Jacob  Hetchler,  1859-61;  James  Whiting, 
1862-64 ;  Jacob  Hetchler,  1865 ;  Austin  Wales, 
1866 ;  James  Whiting,  1867-72 ;  Robert  A. 
Barton,  1873-75;  John  Dedenbach,  1876-80; 
Robert  A.  Barton,  1881-84;  John  Dedenbach, 
1885;  Robert  A.  Barton,  1886-87 ;  Leonard 
Schneider,  1888-92;  Charles  Rein,  appointed 
December  28,  1892 ;  Nicholas  Ameis,  1893-95 ; 
Leonard  Schneider,  1896-1904;  John  C. 
Baumgartner,  1905. 

Clerks— Henry  Bloss,  1883-86;  Nicholas 
Ameis,  1887-90;  Henry  Bloss,  1891-95;  Her- 
man Hummerich,  1896;  August  W.  Nummer, 
1897 ;  William  Frazho,  1898-1905. 

Treasurers  —  Charles  Freehauf ,  1883  ; 
Charles  Rein,  Sr.,  1884-85;  Leonard  Schneid- 
er, 1886-87;  Charles  Freehauf,  1888;  Henry 
Verniea,  1889-90;  Eugene  Yoiland,  1891-92; 
Charles  Freehauf,  1893 ;  Henry  Yerniea,  1894- 
1895 ;  Charles  Steffens,  1896-97 ;  Louis  Striek- 
er, 1898-99;  John  Bloss,  1900-01;  William 
Zienert,  1902-03;  Henry  Patow,  1904-05. 

The  schools  of  Erin  are  cared  for  in  eight 
districts  with  the  school  property  returned  as 
of  the  estimated  value  of  $12,200.     In  1895 


the  returns  show  that  484  out  of  a  possible  905 
pupils  were  enrolled.  In  this  connection  it 
must  be  taken  into  consideration  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  population  of  Erin  is  made 
up  of  adherents  of  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
German  churches,  who  maintain  denomina- 
tional schools,  where  many  of  the  children  re- 
ceive general  as  well  as  religious  education. 

The  total  amount  expended  for  school  pur- 
poses in  the  town,  according  to  the  returns 
of  1904,  is  $4,069.91.  From  nine  to  ten 
months  school  is  held  in  each  of  the  school 
districts  annually. 

The  village  of  Frazer  wTas  founded  in  1857 
by  Alex  Frazer.  It  is  situated  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  town  on  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway,  where  the  same  is  intersected  by  the 
Detroit  and  IJtica  Plank  Road.  The  first 
store  was  built  by  Fred  Eberlein,  a  Bavarian, 
who  settled  there  in  1856.  A  stave  mill,  long 
known  as  the  Steffen's  mill,  was  also  started 
by  Mr.  Eberlein,  and  has  at  all  times  been  the 
largest  employer  of  labor  in  the  village.  The 
village  has  three  churches,  a  public  school,  a 
cigar  factory,  several  stores,  etc.,  and  boasts 
of  a  population  of  about  three  hundred.  The 
village  was  incorporated  March  5,  1895,  and 
includes  a  portion  of  the  township  of  Clinton. 
The  first  election  was  set  for  the  first  Monday 
of  the  following  April,  at  the  office  of  Charles 
Steffens,  and  Mr.  Steffens,  Leonard  Schneider, 
Fred  Grover  and  Charles  Klein  constituted  a 
board  of  registration  and  election.  The  re- 
sult of  this  election  was  that  Charles  Steffens 
was  chosen  President  and  George  W.  Steffens 
clerk,  and  they  have  been  repeatedly  re- 
elected to  these  offices  up  to  the  present 
time.  The  treasurers  of  the  village  have 
been  Charles  Klein,  1895-6 ;  Henry  C.  Detzer, 
1897-8;  Charles  Klein,  1899;  John  Feibel- 
korn,  1900;  Fred  C.  Eberlein,  Jr.,  1901-2; 
Fred  Pruehs,  1903-04;  and  Fred  Scott,  1905. 

Along  the  Gratiot  Road,  the  postoffice  of 
Roseville  has  been  maintained  for  many  years, 
sometimes  being  located  at  the  ten-mile  house, 
long  occupied  by  Gaukler,  Ameis  and  Hum- 
merich, and  sometimes  further  up  the  road, 
as  at  present  at  Frazhos'.  Of  late  a  new  post- 
office  has  been  located  at  Hummerichs',  called 
Halfway. 

The  junction  of  the  Detroit  &  Erin  Plank 
Road  and  the  Detroit  and  IJtica  Plank  Road 
in  section  17,  of  the  township,  has  made  that 
point  a  business  center,  where  a  tavern  and 
general  store  have  been  maintained  for  years. 
Further  reference  to  the  plank  roads  and  the 
electric  lines  through  the  township  will  be 
found  elsewhere. 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


635 


As  with  other  townships,  we  here  give  a 
table  of  the  population  and  assessed  valua- 
tions : 

Population. 

1837  (Orange)    297 

1840   (Orange)    193 

1845    721 

1850    974 

1854    1,247 

1860    1,975 

1864    2,208 

1870    2,466 

1874   2,443 

1880    2,692 

1884   2,590 

1890    2,449 

1894    2,404 

1900    2,440 

1904    2,299 

Assessed  Valuation. 
1842    $      31,987.24 

1846    24,867.00 

1851    40,664.00 

1856  230,817.00 

1861  249,476.00 

1866  317,897.00 

1871  354,570.00 

1876  380,000.00 

1881  1,121,000.00 

1886  1,115,000.00 

1891  1,100,000.00 

1896  1,190,000.00 

1901  1,370,000.00 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


TOWNSHIP  OF  WARREN. 


Like  Erin,  our  most  southwestern  township 
has  been  largely  benefited  by  the  system  of 
public  drains,  which  have  relieved  the  coun- 
try of  the  water  which  in  early  days  turned  no 
small  portion  of  the  township  into  a  marsh.  In- 
deed, so  impassable  was  the  cranberry  marsh, 
which  included  the  southwest  portion  of  the 
township  that  in  early  days  it  formed  a  serious 
obstacle  to  those  who  sought  to  go  from  De- 
troit to  Pontiac,  compelling  them  to  come  by 
the  way  of  Mt.  Clemens,  at  times.  The  de- 
sirability of  draining  this  marsh  was  so  ap- 
parent that  at  an  early  date  it  was  seriously 
suggested  that  an  artificial  stream  be  dug 
from  this  locality  to  empty  into  the  Detroit 
River  at  Detroit,  it  being  suggested  that  the 
water  power  thus  gained  would  be  sufficient 
to  justify  the  expense.  The  township  since 
developed,  has  proven  to  be  one  of  the  most 
fertile  and  thickly  populated  sections  of  the 


county.  Further  information  concerning  its 
churches,  and  the  plank  roads  and  other 
means  of  transportation  passing  through  it 
will  be  found  elsewhere. 

The  same  comments  relative  to  the  early 
land  buyers  made  in  reference  to  Erin  are 
applicable  here.  As  wTill  be  noticed  a  large 
number  of  the  buyers  hailed  from  Wayne 
County,  many  of  whom  never  settled  or  made 
homes  in  the  township. 

Section  1  was  taken  up  by  Samuel  Buell,  of 
Erie  County,  New  York,  in  1835 ;  Herman  N. 
Strong,  Gersham  M.  Williams,  Josiah  Snow 
and  George  W.  II.  Fisk,  Benjamin  G.  Barker, 
Edwin  Jerome  and  Robert  R.  Howell,  John 
W.  Strong,  Jr.,  John  Burtis  and  Andrew 
Mack,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1836. 

Section  2  was  obtained  by  Charles  S.  Ad- 
ams and  John  S.  Ashley,  of  Wayne  County,  in 
1836 ;  Dan  Van  Antwerp,  of  Oakland  County, 
in  1833 ;  Loring  Bryant,  of  Oakland  County, 
in  1835;  Samuel  Buell,  of  Erie  County,  New 
York,  in  1835 ;  Samuel  Gibbs,  of  Macomb 
County,  in  1835 ;  Gersham  M.  Williams,  of 
Wayne  County,  in  1835 ;  Benjamin  G.  Barker, 
of  Wayne  County,  1835 ;  Edwin  Jerome  and 
Robert  R.  Howell,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1836 ; 
Sarah  Van  Antwerp,  of  Macomb,  in  1836. 

Section  3  was  purchased  by  Moses  M.  Will- 
son,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1833 ;  Louis  Beau- 
f ait,  of  Wavne  Countv,  in  1833 ;  Vital  Beau- 
fait,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1833;  Charles  D. 
Hadden  and  Daniel  Lindsley,  of  Green  Coun- 
ty, Michigan,  in  1833 ;  John  L.  Rickert,  Henry 
Mann,  of  Oakland  County,  Michigan,  the 
former  buying  in  1833,  and  the  latter  in  1834. 
Section  4  was  granted  to  Richardson  Gray, 
of  Oakland  County,  in  1833 ;  Archibald  Lam- 
phere, of  Ontario  County,  New  York,  in  1833 ; 
Varnum  Lamphere,  of  Ontario  County,  New 
York,  in  1833;  David  Ripley,  of  Chautauqua 
County,  New  York,  in  1833 ;  Aaron  S.  Vedder, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1833;  Mary  Spinnings, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1834;  David  H.  Row- 
land, of  Wayne  County,  in  1836. 

Section  5  was  bought  by  Peter  Gillet,  of 
Monroe  County,  New  York,  in  1832;  Alonzo 
Haight,  of  Steuben  County,  Newr  York,  in 
1833 ;  Varnum  Lamphere,  of  Ontario  County, 
New  York,  in  1832;  Thomas  Bruce,  Oakland 
County,  in  1833 ;  James  N.  Bruce,  Silas  Will- 
son,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1833 ;  John  Ward, 
of  Newr  York  City,  in  1834;  James  W.  Bruce, 
of  Macomb  County,  in  1835. 

Section  6  was  secured  by  Perry  Smith,  of 
Luman  Smith,  of  Wayne  County,  New  York, 
in  1832 ;  Isaac  W.  Barton,  of  Oakland  County, 
in  1833 ;  John  II.  Barton,  of  Oakland  County, 
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1833 ;  Anna  Evans,  Obediah  Murray,  of  Oak- 
land County,  Michigan ;  Gideon  Rude,  Geauga 
County,  Ohio,  in  1835;  Phineas  Walker  and 
John  H.  Barton,  of  Macomb  County,  in  1836. 

Section  7  was  acquired  by  Hiram  Walker, 
of  Macomb,  in  1835 ;  Alva  Ewers,  Andrew  P. 
McReynolds  and  Cullen  Brown,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1835;  Nehemiah  Ingersoll,  of 
Wayne  County,  in  1836. 

Section  8  was  settled  by  Alva  Ewers  and 
Edwin  Stevens,  Nehemiah  Ingersoll,  of 
Wayne  County,  the  first  two  coming  in  1835 
and  the  latter  in  1836 ;  Thomas  Rogan,  of 
Geauga  County,  1835;  David  Chase,  of  Oak- 
land County,  in  1835;  Jonathan  Chase,  of 
Oakland  County,  in  1835. 

Section  9  was  purchased  by  Ira  Burton, 
Asoph  Phillips,  John  Phillips,  from  Oakland 
County,  in  1833 ;  Eurotas  P.  Hastings,  Detroit 
City,  Michigan,  in  1833;  Charles  Torrey,  of 
Oakland  County,  in  1834;  Mercy  Lida  Denni- 
son,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1834;  Alinon  Cot- 
ton, of  Livingston  County,  New  York,  in 
1835 ;  Jonathan  Chase,  of  Oakland  County,  in 
1836. 

Section  10  was  procured  by  Ransom  Smith, 
of  Livingston  County,  New  York,  in  1833; 
Jenizen  F.  Glazier,  of  Oakland  County,  in 
1834;  Joseph  L.  Davidson,  Enoch  S.  David- 
son, of  Ontario  County,  New  York,  in  1835; 
William  Bailey,  of  Niagara  County,  New 
York,  in  1835 ;  John  Winder,  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, in  1835;  Gurdon  C.  Leech,  of  Macomb 
County,  in  1835. 

Section  11  was  settled  by  Jeremiah  God- 
frey, John  Winder,  Eurotas  Hastings,  Fertul- 
lus  D.  Butler,  Benjamin  G.  Barker,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1835. 

The  earliest  land  buyers  in  section  12,  in 
order  of  their  purchase,  were  Asquire  W. 
Aldrich,  of  Macomb  County ;  John  McCarthy 
and  James  McGuire,  of  Monroe  County,  New 
York;  James  Nowlan,  of  Wayne  County; 
John  McGooran,  Eurotas  P.  Hastings,  Charles 
A.  Hassett,  of  Wayne  County,  William 
Smith  Ingham,  Cayuga  County,  New  York; 
Burnet  Miller,  of  Wayne  County ;  Silas  Titus, 
of  Wayne  County;  Burnet  Miller,  of  Wayne 
County. 

Section  13  was  sold  to  Elias  Clark,  of  Bris- 
tol County,  Mass.,  in  1835 ;  Robert  D.  Smith, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1835 ;  William  S.  Miles, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1835;  Sylvanus  P.  Jer- 
main,  of  the  city  of  Albany,  New  York,  in 
1836 ;  Asquire  W.  Aldrich,  of  Macomb  Coun- 
ty, in  1836 ;  James  D.  Winans  and  Levi  Cook, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1836. 


Section  14  was  secured  by  Edwin  Jerome, 
George  C.  Godfrey,  Reuben  Moore  and  Wil- 
liam N.  Carpenter,  William  Dorsey,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1835 ;  James  D.  Winans,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1836. 

Section  15  was  taken  up  by  Henry  Doty,  of 
Wayne  County,  Michigan,  in  1836 ;  Asa  Stod- 
dard, of  Sullivan  County,  New  Hampshire, 
1834 ;  Harris  Sopher,  of  Tioga  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1835 ;  Wilson  Barber,  of  Erie 
County,  New  York,  in  1835 ;  Oilman  Alexan- 
der, of  Oakland  County,  Michigan,  in  1835 ; 
Philander  Hunter,  of  Wayne  County,  in 
1835 ;  Alice  Doty,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835. 

Section  17  was  sold  to  Charles  Barrows,  of 
Macomb  County,  in  1834;  Cornelius  Hollen- 
beck,  of  Ontario  County,  New  York,  in  1835 ; 
Joseph  H.  Quick,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1835 ; 
Andrew  D.  V.  Quick,  of  Oakland  County,  in 
1835 ;  Henry  T.  Sherwood,  of  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  in  1835 ;  Shubael  Conant,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1835. 

Sections  18  and  19  were  secured  by  Shubael 
Conant,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835. 

Section  20  was  bought  by  Charles  B. 
Hatch,  of  Oakland  County^  in  1834;  Antoine 
Rivard,  Hubert  Chicoine  and  Shubael  Conant, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1835. 

Section  21  was  taken  up  by  Monique 
Knaggs,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1833 ;  Lambert 
Laderoute,  of  Wayne  County,  1834 ;  Hiram  M. 
Rose,  Joel  French,  Gabriel  Yates,  John  S. 
Parker,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1835 ;  Evangile 
Laderoute,  Jacques  Laferte,  Peter  Laderoute, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1835 ;  Charles  Langevin, 
Charles  Groesbeck,  of  Macomb  County,  in 
1835. 

Section  22  was  granted  to  Robert  Ramsay, 
Lyman  E.  Rose,  Harris  Coray,  John  S.  Par- 
ker, Abram  tlarrington,  of  Oakland  County, 
in  1835;  William  Rowland,  of  Macomb,  in 
1835 ;  James  G.  Crane,  assignee,  of  Thomas 
Little,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835 ;  Andrew  M. 
Waltrous,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1836. 

Section  23  was  procured  by  Timothy  Rinn, 
Cornelius  Lyons,  John  W.  Strong,  Jr.,  Robert 
R.  Howell,  Michael  Crowley,  William  Ma- 
rony  and  Edward  Stackpole,  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, in  1835 ;  George  W.  Hill,  of  Essex  County, 
Massachusetts,  in  1836 ;  Ruel  Ambrose,  of 
Wayne  County,  in  1836. 

Section  24  was  purchased  by  Henry  S. 
Wyekoff,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  1835; 
John  S.  Schemerhorn,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  1835;  Joseph  Bird  and  Ruel  Am- 
brose, David  G.  Hanmer,  of  Wayne  County, 
in  1835 ;  Sylvanus  P.  Jermain,  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  1836. 
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Section  25  was  acquired  by  George  Bolain 
Lent,  of  Macomb  County,  in  1832;  Willet  C. 
Day,  of  Oneida  County,  New  York,  in  1834; 
Henry  S.  Wyckoff,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
in  1835. 

Section  26  was  secured  by  Ezra  Rood,  of 
Wayne  County,  in  1835 ;  Cornelius  Tilsen,  Mi- 
chael Ryan,  Dan  Sullivan,  John  Matthias 
Kirk,  Gersham  Mott  Williams,  James  Treasy 
and  William  Cummins,  of  Wayne  County,  in 
1835 ;  Michael  Hines,  of  Ontario  County,  New 
York,  in  1835. 

Section  27  was  taken  up  by  Alexander 
Campbell,  of  Macomb  County,  in  1833 ;  Owens 
Sullivan,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1834;  Hiram 
M.  Rose,  Lyman  E.  Rose,  of  Oakland  County, 
in  1835 ;  Michael  Ryan,  of  Wayne  County,  in 
1835;  William  Nolan,  of  Macomb  County,  in 
1835;  Thomas  Shelby,  of  Wavne  County,  in 
1835. 

Section  28  was  bought  by  Nehemiah  Inger- 
soll,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835 ;  Louis  Groes- 
beck,  of  Macomb,  in  1830 ;  William  Groesbeck 
and  Francois  C.  Desgrandchamps,  of  Macomb 
County,  in  1832;  Pierre  Desgrandchamps,  of 
Macomb  County,  in  1832 ;  Pierre  Joseph  Mor- 
geot,  of  Macomb  County,  in  1833 ;  Joseph  Di- 
ron  and  Felise  Anette,  of  Wayne  County,  in 
1833 ;  Alexander  Campbell,  of  Macomb  Coun- 
ty, in  1833;  Louis  Groesbeck,  of  Macomb 
County,  in  1833. 

Sections  29,  30,  31  and  32  were  all  pur- 
chased from  the  Government  by  Shubael  Co- 
nant,  of  Wayne  County,  July  6,  1835.  Mr. 
Conant  was  one  of  the  most  noted  of  the  old 
merchants  of  Detroit,  and  being  extensively 
interested  in  real  estate  of  Macomb  County, 
is  entitled  to  a  passing  notice  in  its  history. 
He  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Windham  County, 
Conn.,  August  1,  1783.  He  first  visited  De- 
troit in  1807,  and  returned  with  a  stock  of 
goods,  July,  1809,  and  opened  a  store  in  the 
two-story  wooden  building  on  the  south  side 
of  Jefferson  avenue,  between  Bates  and  Ran- 
dolph streets.  In  1816  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  Stephen  Mack,  and  the  firm  of 
Mack  &  Conant  did  a  large  business  as  fur 
traders  and  general  merchants  in  their  store 
on  the  south  side  of  Jefferson  avenue,  between 
Woodward  and  Griswold,  but  later,  owing  to 
the  speculations  in  lands  which  were  indulged 
in  by  Mack,  the  firm  met  with  financial  disas- 
ter. Conant,  however,  continued  in  business 
and  gradually  accumulated  until  at  his  death, 
July  18,  1867,  he  was  counted  wealthy.  Dur- 
ing his  long  life  in  Detroit  he  was  given 
many  public  honors,  was  always  cherished  as 


a  good  companion,  successful  business  man 
and  patriotic  citizen. 

The  earliest  land  buyers  in  section  33,  in 
the  order  of  their  purchase,  were  Charles 
Groesbeck  and  William  Groesbeck,  of  Wayne 
County;  Fabian  Rivard  and  Charles  Rivard, 
of  Wayne  County ;  Charles  Groesbeck,  of  Ma- 
comb County,  and  Charles  Rivard,  of  Wayne 
County;  Thomas  Tierney,  of  Detroit;  Justus 
Ingersoll  and  Zebulon  Kisby,  of  Wayne 
County. 

Section  34  was  secured  by  Michael  Pheland, 
Patrick  Butler,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1833; 
Charles  Groesbeck,  of  Macomb  County,  in 
1833 ;  James  Omarra,  John  Nolan,  of  Detroit, 
in  1833;  Cornelius  Mara,  of  Wayne  County, 
in  1834;  Garret  Reeves,  of  Macomb  County, 
in  1834;  Victorie  Rivard,  of  Wayne  County, 
in  1835;  Michael  Dalton,  of  Wayne  County, 
in  1835;  John  Nolan,  of  Macomb,  in  1834; 
Benjamin  F.  H.  Witherell  and  Cullen  Brown 
and  R,  Stewart,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835. 

Section  35  was  taken  up  by  Christopher 
Keiser,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1833;  Martin 
Bano,  of  Detroit  City,  in  1833;  Henry  Gies, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1834;  John  Groll,  of 
Wayne  County,  in  1834;  George  Jacob 
Stawch,  of  Macomb  County,  in  1835 ;  Lesnel- 
ette  H.  Moore,  of  city  of  New  York,  in  1835 ; 
John  Cook,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835 ;  Ben- 
jamin F.  Witherell,  Cullen  Brown  and  Robert 
Stewart,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835. 

Section  36  was  patented  to  Israel  Curtis, 
of  Oakland  County,  in  1830;  Joseph  W.  Tor- 
rey,  of  Detroit  City,  in  1832;  Robert  Linn, 
Macomb  County,  in  1832;  Dandeline  Himmel. 
of  Macomb  County,  in  1832 ;  John  Couto,  of 
Detroit,  in  1833 ;  Frederick  Guth,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1833;  Mary  Gercian,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1833;  John  Eggert,  John  Troni- 
mans,  Frederick  Winter,  all  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, in  1833 ;  John  Groll,  of  Wayne  County,  in 
1834. 

Of  late  years  many  of  the  incoming  inhabi- 
tants have  been  of  the  Belgian  nationality, 
who  have  helped  develop  the  truck  gardening 
industry  in  the  township. 

The  press  is  represented  in  the  township  by 
the  Warren  Watchman,  which  for  years  has 
been  published  by  Homer  Harwood,  at  the 
village  of  Warren.  This  village  has  a  popula- 
tion of  about  four  hundred,  and  was  incorpo- 
rated in  1893.  Its  Presidents  have  been  John 
C.  Flynn,  1893-4;  Frank  A.  Reddick,  1895; 
James  M.  Stanley,  1896;  Robert  McClurej 
1897 ;  Frank  A.  Reddick,  1898 ;  Charles  Ger- 
loch,  1899-1900-01 ;  Frank  A.  Reddick,  1902- 
1905. 
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The  Clerks  for  the  same  time  have  been 
Charles  S.  Beebe,  1893;  Archie  C.  Lyons, 
1894-5;  Frank  C.  Wells,  1896;  Archie  C. 
Lyons,  1897;  Martin  Denee,  1898-1902; 
Charles  F.  Peck,  1903-5. 

The  Treasurers  of  the  village  since  its  or- 
ganization have  been  Robert  Tharrett,  1893- 
1894;  James  M.  Stanley,  1895;  Herbert  E. 
Rivard,  1896-7;  Wright  Tharrett,  1898-9; 
Clinton  Osborne,  1900;  Wright  Tharrett, 
1901-2;  Peter  Kennelly,  1903-4;  George  B. 
Walker,  1905.  Among  the  prominent  resi- 
dents of  the  village  of  the  past  and  present, 
have  been  John  Ames,  Milo  Ames,  Oliver 
Barton,  J.  L.  Beebe  and  sons,  C.  Davy,  Wil- 
liam Cole,  D.  L.  Case,  C.  Groesbeck,  Louis 
Groesbeck,  Silas  E.  Halsey,  John  Hartman, 
Rev.  Arnold  Harwood,  George  Eckstein,  Nich- 
olas Berger,  W.  Helzenger,  Edward  Tharrett, 
Alonzo  Tharrett,  G.  B.  Walker  and  many 
others. 

In  the  village  besides  three  churches,  a  feed 
and  saw  mill,  several  stores,  blacksmith  shop, 
etc.,  are  located,  the  Bank  of  Warren,  Burr 
&  Newberry,  proprietors;  the  Warren  Can- 
ning Co.,  the  Warren  Creamery  Company  and 
the  Warren  Roller  Mills.  The  village  is  situ- 
ated upon  the  Bay  City  branch  of  the  Michi- 
gan Central  Railroad. 

The  educational  interests  of  Warren  are 
taken  care  of  in  seven  school  districts,  having 
school  property  returned  as  worth  $8,725. 
Three  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-eight 
dollars  and  forty-three  cents  was  returned  in 
1904  as  expended  in  the  township  for  educa- 
tional purposes.  Three  hundred  and  forty- 
one  out  of  a  possible  766  pupils  were  enrolled 
in  the  schools.  Here,  as  in  Erin,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  denominational  schools  ac- 
commodate many  of  the  children  in  their  lay 
as  well  as  religious  education. 

About  the  Catholic  Church,  established  by 
Bishop  Lefevre  in  1854,  in  section  22,  of  the 
township,  has  grown  up  a  settlement,  which 
in  common  with  the  railroad  station  a  half 
mile  west  on  the  Bay  City  Railroad,  is  com- 
monly referred  to  as  Center  Line.  Here  a 
postoffice  has  been  maintained  for  years. 

A  list  of  the  chief  township  officers  and  a 
table  of  the  population  and  assessed  valuation 
of  the  township,  are  given  for  reference. 
Population. 

1837   249 

1840   337 

1845   421 

1850   700 

1854 997 

1860   1,335 


1864   1,468 

1870    1,938 

1874   2,214 

1880    2,401 

1884   2,384 

1890    2,423 

1894   2,592 

1900 2,567 

1904 2,498 

Assessed  Valuation. 

1842    $      42,812.20 

1846    29,259.00 

1851    35,032.00 

1856    252,144.00 

1861    182,584.00 

1866    239,910.00 

1871    313,700.00 

1876   340,000.00 

1881    1,014,000.00 

1886  970,000.00 

1891  985,000.00 

1896  1,080.000.00 

1901  1,196,000.00 

Supervisors — Samuel  Gibbs,  1837-38;  John 

II.  Barton,  1839 ;  Henry  W.  Larraway,  1840- 
1841 ;  George  Bolam,  1842-45 ;  Alonzo  Haight 
1846 ;  George  Bolam,  1847-48 ;  John  L.  Beebe 
1849-53;  George  W.  Corey,  1853-56;  George 
Bolam,  1857-59;  Louis  Groesbeck,  1860-62 
Joseph  T.  DeConick,  1863-64;  Louis  Groes 
beck,  1865-66 ;  Charles  S.  Groesbeck,  1867-70 
Louis  Groesbeck,  1871-78;  Paul  Lefevre, 
1879-86;  Jacob  Hartsig,  1887-97;  Julius  Le 
fevre,  1898-1902;  Jacob  Hartsig,  1903-05 
Ferdinand  Grobbel,  1905. 

Clerks— Alonzo    Haight,    1837;  Daniel  A 
Denison,  1838-39 ;  George  W.  Corey,  1840-41 
Loring  Hawley,  1842-48;  George  W.  Corey. 
1849-51;     William    C.     Groesbeck,     1852-53 
Louis  Groesbeck,  1854-56;  Charles  S.  Groes- 
beck, 1857-60;  Francis  E.  Groesbeck,  1861-64 
N.  H.  Brown,  1865-66;  William  J.  Enright, 
1867 ;  John  Kaltz,  1868 ;  John  W.  Kingscott 
1869;    Royal   A.   Jenny,    1870;    John   Kaltz 
1871-72;   George  W.  Adair,   1873;  Paul  Le- 
fevre, 1874-77 ;  Henry  W.  Miller,  1878-83 ;  Ja- 
cob Hartsig,   1884-86;  John  Kaltz,  1887-99; 
Frank  J.  Wiegand,  1899 ;  John  Buechel,  1900- 
1903;  Otto  Jacob,  1904;  John  Buechel,  1905. 

Treasurers — Louis  L.  Beauf ait,  1837-40 ; 
Loring  Hawley,  1840-41;  Avery  Dennison, 
1842 ;  Cornelius  Fehan,  1843-45 ;  Avery  Den- 
nison, 1846;  Samuel  Jones,  1852;  Loring 
Hawley,  1853;  Joseph  Tobin,  1854;  Prosper 
LeDuc,  1855 ;  Fred  H.  Walker,  1856 ;  William 
E.  Hartsig,  1857-58;  Arnold  Harwood,  1859; 
John  W.  Kingscott,  1860-61 ;  John  Wardhoff, 
1862-66;   Peter  Rotarius,    1867;    George   PL 
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Brinkers,  1868  ;  Louis  Hartsig,  1869-71 ;  Mar- 
tin J.  Hoffman,  1872-74;  Vincent  Tremble, 
1875-77;  Mathias  Hoffman,  1878-79;  Louis 
Hartsig,  1880 ;  Peter  Miller,  1881-82 ;  Mathias 
Hoffman,  1883-84;  Joseph  Einke,  1885-86; 
Julius  Lef evre,  1887-88 ;  Joseph  Einke,  1889- 
1890;  Ferdinand  Grobbel,  1891-92;  Julius  Le- 
fevre,  1893-94;  Francis  J.  Miller,  1895-96; 
George  Burr,  1897-98 ;  Edward  II.  Peck,  1899- 
1900;  Jacob  Hartsig,  1901-02;  Peter  Schan- 
her,  1903-04 ;  Michael  Smith,  1905. 

Among  the  names  of  those  who  have  helped 
make  the  history  of  Warren  Township  should 
be  named  especially  George  Bolam,  the  old- 
time  supervisor  and  "King  of  Warren"; 
various  members  of  the  Groesbeck  family,  who 
for  years  were  powerful  in  Warren  politics, 
of  whom  two  members,  Charles  S.  and  Louis, 
became  prominent  citizens  of  Mt.  Clemens; 
the  Lefevre  brothers,  who  a  little  later  occu- 
pied very  similar  positions  in  the  Democratic 
party  of  Warren ;  Arnold  Harwood,  who  came 
originally  from  Vermont,  and  had  lived  in 
Richmond  Township  and  Mt.  Clemens  before 
he  settled  in  Warren,  who  has  lived  in  War- 
ren for  the  past  half  century  and  upwards, 
and  shares  with  Almon  D.  Jenny  the  honor 
of  being  the  oldest  living  residents  of  War- 
ren, and  many  others,  some  of  whom  will  be 
mentioned  in  the  biographical  section  of  this 
work. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


UTICA. 


Tradition  has  it  that  upon  the  return  of  the 
Harrington  family  to  Frederick,  after  the 
close  of  the  War  of  1812,  they  found  squatted 
upon  their  lands  some  former  residents  of 
Canada  wrho,  however,  apparently  had  no  in- 
tentions of  wrongfully  appropriating  others' 
property,  and  promptly  vacated,  and  moved 
further  on  up  the  river  and  located  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Utica.  Among  this  little  col- 
ony was  Thomas  Squires,  wTho  is  generally  re- 
puted to  have  been  the  first  Avhite  inhabitant 
who  died  in  Utica.  His  father,  Nathaniel 
Squires,  with  his  mother,  Jemima,  and  his 
brother,  Hiram,  located  near  the  present  site 
of  Utica  in  May,  1817.  Among  these  inhabi- 
tants wrho  were  compelled  to  leave  the  Har- 
rington farm  wras  the  Hoxie,  who  afterwards 
settled  near  Eomeo,  who  is  sometimes  reputed 
to  be  the  earliest  settler  there.  Vague  stories 
concerning  the  antecedents  of  Hoxie  and  his 
reputed  connection  with  the  lake  pirate, 
Black  Snake, ' '  were  current  as  furnishing  a 


reason  why  he  and  a  few  companions  sought 
refuge  in  the  wilds  north  of  Detroit.  He  was 
formerly  a  lumberman  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
River.  The  elder  Squire,  in  partnership  with 
Joseph  Cook,  located  640  acres  on  section  28, 
in  Shelby,  and  there  resided  until  his  death 
in  1832.  Joclamy  Squire,  a  half-sister  of 
Thomas  and  Hiram,  was  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Utica,  in  July,  1817.  She  was  after- 
wards a  Mrs.  Muir,  of  Almont.  About  this 
same  time,  if  not  with  the  Squires,  came  a  man 
by  the  name  of  MacDougal,  who  visited  the 
few  log  cabins  already  erected  and  gave  a 
dance,  the  music  of  which  he  furnished  with 
his  fiddle.  He  seems  to  have  fiddled  his  way 
into  the  hearts  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  relying 
on  his  promises  to  return  the  next  year  with 
more  settlers  and  to  found  a  village,  called  the 
little  community  ' '  MacDougalville. ' '  Mac- 
Dougal's  promises  proving  false,  the  indig- 
nant people  gradually  dropped  the  name  and 
the  author  is  assured  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  K. 
Selleck  that  when  she  came  to  Utica,  in  1831, 
the  name  commonly  used  was  ' '  Hog  Hollow. ' ' 
However,  when  the  first  plat  of  the  place  was 
made  by  Joseph  Stead,  in  November,  1829,  he 
called  the  place  "Harlow,"  after  an  English 
town.  This  plat  included  wThat  is  now  the 
heart  of  the  village,  but  was  later  modified  so 
that  neither  its  streets  nor  lots  correspond  in 
name  or  dimensions  with  the  present  town. 
There  were  44  lots  platted,  facing  Franklin, 
Washington,  Hamilton,  Monroe  and  Adams 
streets.  A  later  plat  of  the  village  made  by 
Joseph  Stead  covered  a  much  larger  portion 
of  the  present  village.  The  first  tavern  in 
the  town  was  kept  by  Benjamin  Kittridge. 

In  1831,  when  Luther  K.  Madison  came  to 
Utica,  a  one-story  hotel  was  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  main  streets  and  was  kept  by 
John  Allen.  At  this  time,  Gurden  C.  Leech 
built  the  first  two  stories  of  the  old  Exchange 
Hotel  for  Madison.  Madison  had  come  from 
Rochester,  New  York,  to  Detroit,  and  fearing 
the  cholera  there,  as  it  was  then  prevalent,  had 
come  on  to  Utica.  Leech  used  some  mill  tim- 
ber which  had  already  been  cut,  and  cutting 
the  rest  of  the  lumber  from  trees  standing  on 
his  own  lands,  had  the  house  inclosed  so  that 
the  family  moved  in  inside  of  six  weeks.  Mr. 
Madison  kept  the  hotel  for  about  three  years 
and  then  returned  to  Detroit,  for  about  the 
same  period  during  which  he  kept  the  Bur- 
lingame  House.  After  his  return  to  Utica  he 
lived  on  farms  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
until  about  1850,  when  he  purchased  the  Jen- 
ney  house  in  Utica,  which  he  ran  for  a  while, 
and  after  its  sale  removed  to  Grand  Eapids. 
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Among  the  families  that  occupied  the  dozen 
houses  of  the  village  upon  the  coming  of  the 
Madisons,  were  Harlehigh  Carter,  Payne  K. 
Leech,  Gurden  C.  Leech,  John  Allen,  Samuel 
Adair  and  his  sons  George  and  W.  P.,  Dr. 
Lyman  T.  Jenney,  Dr.  Henry  R.  Shetterly, 
while  in  the  immediate  vicinity  were  Joseph 
Hoxie,     Asa     Huntly,     Elias     Scott,     Ralph 

Wright,  John  Stead,  ■  Holmes,  

Covel  and  George  and  Steven  Merrill.  From 
other  sources  we  learn  that  at  this  time  be- 
sides the  above  named,  there  were  located  in 
and  about  Utica,  John  James,  William  A.  Da- 
vis, William  Smith,  Ethan  and  Luman 
Squires,  Lyman  Wentworth,  B.  L.  Watkins, 
Peter  Moe,  Jedediah  and  Amasa  Messenger, 
Joseph  Lester  and  Anthony  King. 

The  first  school  was  taught  in  a  shanty 
which  stood  very  near  the  site  of  the  present 
school  house,  and  was  first  used  during  the 
winter  of  1818-19.  The  seats  ware  basswood 
logs  split  in  the  middle  and  supported  by  pegs. 
They  had  no  backs,  nor  desks,  and  black 
boards  were  hung  upon  the  wall  at  conven- 
ient heights  for  the  use  of  the  pupils.  There 
were  fourteen  or  fifteen  pupils  in  schools 
kept  for  about  two  months.  In  1821  a  new 
school  house  was  built,  standing  on  Cass 
street,  and  one  of  the  best  remembered  teach- 
ers in  it  was  Prescott  B.  Thurston,  afterwards 
Judge  of  Probate  of  the  county.  Another  log 
school  house  was  also  erected  at  an  early  date 
near  the  site  of  the  present  railroad  depot. 

The  first  wedding  occurred  in  1819,  when 
Eleazer  Scott,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  married  a 
sister  of  one  of  the  settlers,  Irene  Sweet,  to 
one  Johnson,  who  came  from  above  Rochester. 

As  in  Mt.  Clemens,  almost  the  first  improve- 
ment made,  outside  of  a  dwelling,  was  a  dis- 
tillery, one  having  been  built  previous  to 
1828  by  William  A.  Davis.  A  second  one  was 
erected  in  1831  by  Payne  K.  Leech.  In  about 
1843-4  a  third  one  was  erected  by  James 
Stephens,  and  the  following  year  a  fourth  by 
Charles  Chapel  on  the  canal. 

In  1828-9  Adam  Price  built  the  first  saw 
mill  and  grist  mill.  Two  years  earlier,  a  saw 
mill  had  been  erected  by  Jacob  Price  on  the 
site  of  the  present  Utica  mills.  The  town  was 
called  Harlow  until  1833,  when  in  obedience 
to  the  wishes  of  many  from  New  York  state 
who  had  settled  here,  it  was  determined  at  an 
election  held  at  the  house  of  Elias  Scott,  to 
adopt  as  the  name  of  the  village,  the  name  of 
New  York's  prominent  city,  Utica.  The  name 
was  suggested  by  Gurden  C.  Leech.  It  is 
whispered  that  in  the  celebration  which  fol- 
lowed the  new  christening  of  the  place,  the 


products  of  the  distillery  were  freely  sam- 
pled. 

Under  an  act  approved  March  9,  1838,  a 
portion  of  the  townships  of  Shelby  and  Jeffer- 
son (now  Sterling)  was  incorporated  as  the 
village  of  Utica,  and  the  first  village  election 
ordered  to  be  held  at  the  school  house  on  the 
first  Monday  of  May,  1838.  Organization  as 
a  village  was  affected  under  this  act,  but  was 
soon  allowed  to  lapse  in  the  confusion  and  dis- 
couragement that  followed  the  financial  panics 
and  industrial  disasters  of  the  next  few  years. 

In  1838-39,  what  was  commonly  spoken  of 
as  the  Strap  Railroad,  was  built.  The  rails  of 
the  road  were  made  of  poles  strapped  on  to 
logs  and  the  propelling  power  was  horse.  The 
road  was  to  run  to  Detroit  and  have  its  ter- 
minus on  the  Campus  Martius,  but  never 
reached  that  point.  Within  five  miles  of  the 
place  it  turned  off  and  ran  to  Conner's  Creek. 
Gurden  C.  Leech  and  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Clark  and  one  by  the  name  of  Moore  were 
most  prominent  and  active  in  building  it.  Its 
terminus  at  Utica  was  near  the  present  rail- 
road crossing,  and  in  connection  with  it  was 
erected  a  large  three-story  hotel  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  known  as  the  Railroad  Ho- 
tel. One  of  the  carpenters  who  worked .  on 
this  hotel  was  one  Sheldon,  who  afterwards 
took  part  in  the  Patriot  War.  The  road  was 
only  operated  a  short  time,  and  proved  to  be 
but  another  one  of  the  fiascos  wThich  character- 
ized the  period. 

During  this  period  Utica  was  the  center  of 
great  activity,  and  by  reason  of  the  building 
of  the  canal  and  the  operation  of  the  Utica 
Bank,  shared  to  greater  extent  than  any  other 
spot  in  the  county,  both  in  the  wild  hopes  and 
dreams  with  which  those  enterprises  were 
started  and  in  the  disasters  and  depressions 
which  followed  the  collapse  of  the  schemes. 

In  1846  D.  M.  Price  and  Charles  W.  Chapel 
built  the  canal  mills,  now  known  as  the  canal 
railroad  mills,  utilizing  as  a  mill  race  the 
canal  which  has  ever  since  been  kept  in  repair 
for  the  sake  of  its  water  powTer  between  Roch- 
ester and  Utica. 

The  first  church  built  in  Utica  was  the  M. 
E.  Church,  on  the  east  side  of  the  canal,  a  lit- 
tle south  of  the  school  house.  From  there  it 
was  moved  to  its  present  site.  The  Congrega- 
tionalist  Church  was  built  in  1856  and  the 
Catholic  about  1870.  The  German  Lutheran 
Church  was  dedicated  August  20,  1882. 

Aside  from  the  Utica  Sentinel,  which  was 
started  in  1876  and  has  continued  a  success- 
ful publication  ever  since,  the  press  has  been 
represented  in  Utica  only  by  the  Enterprise, 
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which  ran  for  a  short  time  in  the  wild-cat 
period,  and  the  Utica  Citizen,  started  in  1882, 
and  which  died  at  an  early  age.    According  to 
one  authority,  the  Enterprise  was  published 
by  Henry  Fish  and  R.  W.  Jenney,  with  C.  B. 
H.   Fessenden  as  editor,   although  it   is   also 
claimed   that   it   was   started   by   Gurden   C. 
Leech  and  published  by  Luther  K.  Madison. 
William  II.  Marvin,  in  1876,  came  from  To- 
ledo and  located  at  Utica  and  there  started 
the  Utica  Sentinel.     He,  with  the  help  of  his 
family,   have   edited   and   printed  the   paper 
ever  since.    It  has  slowly  Avon  its  way  and  is 
now  widely  read  not  only  in  the  county  but 
by  former  residents  of  the  county.    The  paper 
has  been  independent  in  politics,  progressive 
in  its  business,  and  is  successful  in  every  way. 
In   October,   1835,   a   Presbyterian   Church 
was  organized  at  Utica,  the  last  records  of 
which  that  can  be  found  are  elated  Septem- 
ber, 1845.     This  was  started  during  the  wild- 
cat times,  when  West  Utica  particularly  was 
booming.     That  part  of  the  village  was  staked 
off  into  village  lots  and  spaces  reserved  for 
parks,   and  the   large   railroad   hotel    (which 
afterwards  burned)  was  built.    A  large  Pres- 
byterian Church  was  commenced,  but  never 
got  beyond  the  frame  and  roof.     The  organi- 
zation, however,  probably  continued  up  until 
nearly  the  time    when    the    Congregational 
Church  was  organized,  the  first  move  toward 
which  was  taken  November  30,  1854,  the  or- 
ganization being  finally  consummated  Janu- 
ary 11,   1855.     The  present  church  building 
was  erected  in  the  summer  of  1856,  and  the 
Rev.   William   Piatt,   from   Oberlin,   was   the 
first  pastor.    He  remained  for  seventeen  years, 
until    June,    1871,    leaving    Utica     for*  Lodi 
Plains.    He  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Obediah 
Ilobbs,     who     remained     however     only     six 
months.     After  being  six  months  without  a 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breed  came,  continuing 
his  work  until  April  1,  1877.    During  his  pas- 
torate the  membership   increased  three   fold. 
Rev.  Al worth  followed,  remaining  nearly  two 
years.     In  October,  1879,  Rev.  William  Piatt, 
the  first  pastor,  returned  and  remaine,d  until 
his  death  in  August,  1880.    He  was  among  the 
most  beloved  and  respected   ministers  Utica 
has  ever  known ;  was  born  in  Lebanon  County, 
New  York,  November  3,  1818,  and  by  his  own 
efforts,  after  his  conversion  secured  his  edu- 
cation.   In  the  '40  's  he  took  an  active  part  in 
the  anti-slavery   agitation.     He  had  been  in 
pastoral  work  at  Lapeer  some  eight  years  be- 
fore coming  to  Utica. 

Rev.  II.  M.  Wright  became  pastor  of  this 
church  January  2,  1881,  coming  from  Ando- 


ver  Theological  Seminary.  The  Rev.  J.  Wal- 
ter Thrush  succeeded  Mr.  Wright  in  July, 
1885,  and  remained  two  years,  to  be  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  John  Thomas,  who  remained  about 
a  year.  Rev.  Jesse  Povey  was  acting  pastor 
for  two  years  after  November,  1888,  and  was 
followed  successfully  by  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Nich- 
ols, Rev.  J.  H.  Butler,  Rev.  W.  F.  Wilmot, 
and  Rev.  Jonathan  Turner. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  one  of 
the  old  land  marks  of  Utica  and  was  organ- 
ized in  an  early  day,  its  present  pastor  being 
Rev.  Manly  P.  Karr.  As  stated  before,  the 
church  was  originally  built  in  1840  near  the 
canal  and  later  moved  to  its  present  site. 

The  first  doctor  in  Utica  wras  Lyman  T. 
Jenney,  who  had  retired  from  active  practice 
as  early  as  1845.  In  his  early  practice,  the 
doctor  was  compelled  to  walk  for  the  two-fold 
reason  that  there  were  no  horses  about  the 
country  then  nor  roads  upon  which  they  could 
be  used.  lie  has  been  known  to  walk  as  far  as 
Frederick  and  Romeo  to  visit  his  patients. 
Dr.  Henry  R.  Shetterly  was  another  of  the 
very  early  physicians  to  be  followed  a  little 
later  by  Drs.  Powers,  Cowee,  W.  W.  Anclrus, 
and  Dr.  Win.  Brownell  (who  came  to  this 
country  in  the  spring  of  1851),  and  Dr.  P.  A. 
Knight,  who  came  in  1845.  The  medical  pro- 
fession in  Utica  have  always  contained  some 
of  its  most  progressive  and  active  citizens, 
and  upon  them  have  fallen  to  an  unusual  ex- 
tent, the  management  of  its  public  affairs. 

The  present  Utica  banking  company  was 
organized  about  1896,  under  the  management 
of  II.  el.  LaMontaine,  and  has  since  conducted 
a  careful,  conservative  and  successful  bank- 
ing business. 

The  first  postmaster  was  William  Smith, 
familiarly  known  as  "Picket"  Smith.  He 
received  this  nick  name  from  the  fact  that  he 
conceived  the  idea  of  making  pickets  on  the 
flats  near  the  river  and  floating  them  down 
the  river  to  its  mouth  and  thence  to  Detroit. 
He  held  the  office  from  1828-41.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Richard  L.  Clark,  one  of  the  parties 
interested  in  the  strap  railroad  who  kept  the 
office  in  a  small  building  on  Cass  street,  near- 
ly opposite  the  Mt.  Clemens  road,  being  the 
same  building  afterwards  used  as  a  bowling 
alley,  and  which  the  women  of  Utica  destroy- 
ed July  9,  1846,  in  their  indignation  over  the 
neglect  of  their  husbands,  brothers  and  lovers 
for  whom  the  "ball  alley"  had  too  strong  an 
attraction.  After  the  death  of  Clark,  Luther 
K.  Madison  became  postmaster. 

In  1845  the  citizens  of  Utica  held  an  elec- 
tion to  select  a  postmaster,  and  John  James, 
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a  Whig,  was  chosen,  but  on  the  advice  of 
"Cuff"  Niles,  then  a  power  in  Democratic 
politics,  a  new  choice  was  made  and  Carey 
Worden  became  postmaster.  In  1849  John  N. 
Young,  the  first  president  of  the  re-incorpo- 
rated village,  was  postmaster.  He  resigned 
in  favor  of  John  H.  Kaple,  afterwards  post- 
master of  Detroit,  who  kept  the  office  in  a 
small  building  just  west  of  the  present  bank 
building.  He  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  William 
Brownell,  and  he  in  turn  by  John  II.  Goff. 
Seymour  Brownell  was  appointed  postmaster 
February  11,  1858,  eleven  days  before  he  be- 
came twenty-one.  He  was  succeeded  by 
George  Brownell  in  1859,  and  he  in  turn  by 
William  W.  Andrus  in  1861.  Dr.  Andrus,  re- 
fusing to  "Johnsonize"  at  the  time  of  the 
difference  between  President  Johnson  and  his 
party,  a  new  postmaster  in  the  person  of  Reu- 
ben T.  St.  John  was  selected.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  William  H.  Scott,  and  he  by  Alex- 
ander Grant  in  1873.  Mrs.  J.  P.  Grant, 
Utica 's  only  postmistress,  was  appointed  in 
1883  and  was  followed  by  William  S.  Andrus. 
S.  P.  St.  John  was  postmaster  under  Cleve- 
land's first  administration,  and  was  followed 
by  Stuart  Beatty,  who,  however,  for  political 
reasons,  was  not  then  allowed  to  hold  the  of- 
fice for  any  length  of  time.  James  Grant 
served  as  postmaster  from  1889  to  1893,  and 
Syra  Morrison  for  the  next  four  years.  Fred 
II.  Clark  was  appointed  in  1897  and  remained 
postmaster  until  the  appointment  of  Stuart 
Beatty,  the  present  incumbent,  in  1903. 

Utica  has  been  singularly  fated  in  its  fires. 
Years  ago  a  large  fire  took  place  on  the  south- 
east corner  of  Cass  and  Main  streets,  which 
burned  stores  owned  by  Seymour  Brownell 
and  J.  N.  Young,  and  a  few  years  later  the 
northwest  corner  of  these  streets  was  cleaned 
out.  In  each  case,  it  was  only  with  great  diffi- 
culty that  the  buildings  on  the  other  corners, 
the  Exchange  Hotel  and  the  Upton  Block, 
were  saved. 

The  town  was  not  so  fortunate  in  May, 
1904,  when  on  Sunday  morning,  a  fire  was 
found  to  have  been  started  in  the  barn  of  the 
old  Exchange  Hotel,  opposite  the  Mt.  Clem- 
ens Road.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is  not  known 
certainly,  but  is  thought  to  have  been  the  work 
of  a  tramp.  It  spread  rapidly  to  the  hotel 
and  from  there  across  the  road,  both  to  the 
north  and  to  the  east,  and  was  soon  entirely 
beyond  all  control  until  a  fire  department 
from  the  city  of  Detroit  reached  the  village. 
In  addition  to  the  Exchange  Hotel,  the  old 
land  mark  of  the  village  and  its  barn,  the 
residence  of  James  Messmore,  was  burned  in 


that  block.  Across  Cass  street  the  entire 
block  bounded  by  Main  and  Shelby  streets  and 
the  Mt.  Clemens  road,  wras  swept,  wiping  out 
Rampton  's  shoe  store,  the  dry  goods  store  next 
door,  Messmore ?s  meat  market  and  adjacent 
store  building,  and  the  barn  back  of  it,  and 
Hupert  's  house  and  barn  on  Main  street  at  the 
corner  of  Shelby  street.  On  the  northwest 
corner  of  Cass  and  Main  streets  the  bank 
building,  Chapaton's  shoe  store,  Hupert 's 
meat  market  and  Abernethy's  shoe  store  were 
cleaned  out.  The  fire  also  crossed  Cass  street 
to  the  block  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Main 
street  and  there  wiped  out  the  Upton  Block, 
a  large  three-story  building  built  many  years 
ago,  and  also  the  residences  of  Mr.  William 
Upton  and  of  John  Ruby,  the  livery  barn 
owned  by  Mrs.  DeKay,  and  occupied  by  A.  G. 
Summers,  Orcutt's  blacksmith  shop  and  car- 
riage factory  and  the  large  carriage  factory 
of  Kaps,  and  then  continuing  northward,  con- 
sumed all  the  dwellings  to  a  point  nearly  200 
feet  beyond  the  alley,  running  through  the 
block  and  up  to  the  property  of  the  Catholic 
Church  on  the  west  side  of  Shelby  street.  At 
one  time  it  seemed  certain  that  no  part  of  the 
town  lying  to  the  windward  of  the  fire  could 
possibly  be  saved,  and  such  would  have  been 
the  case  had  the  arrival  of  the  fire  engines 
from  Detroit  been  delayed  a  few  minutes 
longer.  The  fire  involved  a  loss  of  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  $80,000,  and  seemed  temporarily  to 
mean  a  serious  setback  to  the  village,  but  the 
inhabitants  soon  went  to  work  with  renewed 
vigor  and  commenced  the  rebuilding  of  the 
burned  district  with  much  more  substantial 
and  handsome  structures  than  were  the  old 
ones,  and  the  loss  to  the  individuals  by  the 
fire  is  proving  to  be  the  community's  gain. 

July  9,  1905,  another  disastrous  fire,  in- 
volving approximately  $25,000  loss,  started  in 
the  hotel  barn  of  the  Clinton  House,  and  be- 
fore its  progress  was  checked  the  Clinton 
House,  both  hotel  and  barn,  the  office  of  Dr. 
Wiley,  the  dwelling  of  John  Ruby,  the  hard- 
ware store  and  new  store  building  of  Wagner, 
and  Reick  Brothers7  store,  on  the  south  side 
of  Main  street  were  wiped  out. 

The  village  of  Utica,  as  we  have  seen,  was 
first  organized  years  ago,  but  the  organization 
falling  into  disuse,  it  was  re-incorporated  May 
10,  1877.  Its  first  President  was  John  N. 
Young,  who  came  to  Utica  in  1854.  Its  first 
Clerk  was  Alexander  Grant,  and  its  first 
Trustees  were  E.  P.  Adair,  William  H.  Har- 
vey, Joseph  Kaps,  J.  II.  St.  John,  Calvin 
Ladd,  Henry  Mitchell.  The  Presidency  of 
the  village  has  been  filled  successively  by  Dr. 
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William  A.  Andrus,  William  IT.  Harvey,  Je- 
hiel  S.  Hollister,  John  I.  Crissman,  Fred  J. 
Dusenbury,  William  IT.  Marvin,  Geo.  G.  Rob- 
erson  and  the  present  incumbent,  August  R. 
Halm. 

From  the  humble  start,  which  has  been 
noted  before  in  the  way  of  school  houses, 
Utica 's  schools  have  progressed  until  they  are 
now  housed  in  a  fine  three-story  brick  build- 
ing, occupying  a  commanding  site  north  of  the 
center  of  the  town.     The  returns  showT  that  in 

1904,  the  school  property  was  estimated  to  be 
worth  $8,000,  and  that  of  the  226  children  of 
school  age  in  the  district,  176  had  been  en- 
rolled in  the  school  during  the  past  year; 
$3,318.63  was  spent  by  the  district  during  the 
year. 

The  population  of  Utica,  according  to  each 
census  taken  since  the  re-incorporation  of  the 
village,  is  as  follows:  1880,  493;  1884,  510; 
1890,  563;  1894,  559;  1900,  562;  1904,  520. 

The  clerks  and  treasurers  of  the  village  for 
the  past  twelve  years  have  been  as  follows: 
Clerks— Enoch  J.  Andrews,  1893-94;  Albert 
F.  Leech,  1895-97;  Enoch  J.  Andrews,  1898; 
John  F.  Hollister,  1899-1904;  Ralph  Wilcox, 

1905.  Treasurers — Harmand  Reick,  1887 ; 
Charles  II.  Firman,  1888 ;  Howard  S.  Dusen- 
bury,  1889-94;  James  Messmore,  1895-96; 
Herman  J.  Reick,  1897;  Howard  S.  Dusen- 
bury,  1898-99;  Ernest  Halm,  1900;  Howard 
().  Messmore,  1901-02;  James  B.  Russell, 
1903-04;  Fred  W.  Reick,  1905. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

T()WrNSHIP  OF  STERLING. 

The  early  history  of  the  northern  part 
of  this  township  is  closely  associated  with 
the  history  of  Utica  and  a  reference  to  that 
chapter  will  show  many  of  the  names  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  township.  The  Clinton 
River  running  through  the  northerly  and 
easterly  portions  of  the  township  with  Plum 
Brook,  Beaver  Creek  and  the  Red  Run  af- 
ford ways  and  means  of  drainage  for  the 
township.  Along  each  side  of  the  river  are 
old  established  highways,  along  which  many 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  township  lo- 
cated. The  one  on  the  west  side  becoming 
a  part  of  the  Detroit  &  Utica  Plank  Road 
Company,  was  for  many  years  operated  as  a 
toll  road.  Utica  is  the  only  village  included 
in  the  township.  Sections  one,  tw^o  and 
three  of  this  township  are  crossed  by  the 
old  Clinton  &  Kalamazoo  Canal  referred  to 
in  another  chapter. 


The  first  election  in  the  township  held  at 
the  house  of  Jonathan  T.  Allen,  April  6th, 
1835,  resulted  in  the  selection  of  William  A. 
Davis,  Supervisor;  John  M.  Chapman, 
Clerk;  John  St.  John,  Elias  Scott,  and  Or- 
ton  Gibbs,  Assessors;  Abram  Freeland,  Col- 
lector; John  T.  Allen  and  Russell  Andrus, 
Directors  of  the  Poor ;  Samuel  Merrill,  Louis 
Drake  and  Joseph  Stickney,  Commissioners 
of  Highways;  Nathan  N.  Miller,  Elias  B. 
Jackson  and  Cordello  Curtiss,  School  Com- 
missioners ;  Alex  Warner  and  William  A. 
Davis,  Pound  Masters.  The  chief  township 
officers  since   that   time   have   been; 

Supervisors — William  A.  Davis,  1835;  Hi- 
lan  Ober,  1836-7 ;  Countv  Commissioners, 
1838-42;  William  A.  Davis,  1843;  John  B.  St. 
St.  John,  1844-48;  Milan  Ober,  1849-50;  Eli 
S.  Scott,  1851;  John  B.  St.  John,  1852-55; 
Leonard  M.  Caster,  1856;  John  B.  St.  John, 
1857-59;  Benjamin  C.  Gunn,  I860;  A.  W. 
Aldrich,  1861;  John  B.  St,  John,  1862-69; 
Samuel  11.  St,  John,  1870 ;  Seymour  Brown- 
ell,  1871-72;  Humphrey  Murphy,  1873-91; 
Ira  G.  Chapman,  1892-97;  Andrew  Burr, 
1898-1902;  Frank  F.  Forton,  1903-05. 

Clerks— James  Wallace,  1836;  Lyman  T. 
Jenney,  1838;  C.  B.  II.  Fessenden,  1840; 
Chester  W.  Phelps,  1841-45 ;  Julius  A.  Smith, 
1847;  AVilliam  Cowie,  1848;  George  A.  Adair, 
1849;  Elias  Scott,  1850;  James  Abernethy, 
1851-52;  L.  L.  Bailey,  1854;  Seth  K.  Shet- 
terly,  1855;  George  Brownell,  1862;  Elam 
Moe,  1869;  George  Brownell,  1870;  George 
W.  Abernethy,  1872 ;  George  Brownell,  1873- 
75;  George  W.  Abernethy,  1877;  George 
Brownell,  1878;  Seth  K.  'Shetterly.  1879; 
Erastus  W.  Lawrence,  1881;  Seth  'l(.  Shet- 
terly,  1883-89;  George  W.  Rubv,  1890;  Seth 
K.  Shetterly,  1891-92;  AVilliam  F.  Nank, 
Herbert  E.  McClellan,  1893-94:  Louis  H. 
Stead,  1895-98;  Tom  Reddick,  1899-1902; 
Frank  I.  Schoonover,  1903-05. 

Treasurers — Abram  Freeland,  1836;  Elea- 
zer  Edgerton,  1838;  James  A.  Hicks,  1839; 
C.  McKisson,  1840 ;  Elias  Scott,  1841 ;  Amos 
B.  Cooley,  1842;  Ralph  Wright,  1843;  Wal- 
ter Porter,  1844;  Hilan  Ober,  1845;  George 
E.  Adair,  1847;  Hilan  Ober,  1848 ;  John  B. 
St.  John,  1849;  Cranson  Belden,  1850;  C.  L. 
Rice,  1851 ;  A.  II.  Welden,  1852 ;  Elias  Scott, 
1853 ;  George  M.  Davis,  1854 ;  W.  H.  Lester, 
1855 ;  Eleazer  Edgerton,  1856 ;  Gilbert  Rice, 
1857;  Phineas  Andrus,  1858;  John  B. 
Wright,  I860;  Charles  S.  Hutchins,  1861; 
Aug.  H.  Morrison,  1862;  Francis  Wright, 
1864;  William  N.  Soper,  1866-68;  George 
M.    Davis,    1870-71;    George    Upton,    1873; 
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Louis  Burr,  1875-76;  Henry  P.  Mitchell, 
1878;  David  V.  Robinson,  1880-81;  Martin 
Firman,  1882-3 ;  James  Messmore,  1884-85 ; 
Godfried  Miller,  1886-7;  James  Messmore, 
1888;  Godfried  Miller,  1889-90;  Julius  Mil- 
ler, 1891;  Louis  Stead,  1892-93;  Alfred 
Schoonover,  1894-95 ;  David  V.  Robinson 
1896-97;  Julius  Fischer,  1898;  Dean  C. 
Wright,  1899-1900;  George  W.  Abernathy, 
1901-02;  Howard  Messmore,  1903;  Henry 
Dopp,  1904-05. 

The  schools  of  Sterling  are  included  in 
seven  districts.  The  school  property  esti- 
mated worth  is  $8,100.00.  In  1905  there  was 
reported  as  expended  for  teachers'  wages, 
$2,499.00  and  the  preceding  year  a  total 
school  expense  of  $3,022.20.  The  schools 
are  well  conducted  and  equipped,  and  main- 
tain nine  and  ten  months'  school  annually. 
The  following  list  of  early  land  buyers,  to- 
gether with  the  biographical  sketches  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work,  will  afford  consid- 
erable information  concerning  the  early  and 
present  prominent  men  of  the  town. 

The  chief  purchaser  of  Government  lands 
in  section  1  of  this  township,  was  Isaac  L. 
Moe  of  New  York  city  in  August  of  1835. 
In  1832-1834-35,  three  men  came  from  On- 
tario County,  New  York,  and  took  up  lands 
in  section  two.  These  were  Ileil  Phelps,  Hi- 
ram Harris  and  Adonijah  M.  Beebe.  In  the 
latter  year,  too,  Nun  Moe,  of  Mt.  Clemens 
Distillery  fame,  purchased  in  section  two  as 
did  his  brother,  Isaac  L.  Moe.  In  this  same 
year,  too,  came  that  sterling  pioneer  so  long 
a  resident  of  the  Town  Line  road,  Lockwood 
C.  Russell  from  Massachusetts.  The  other 
early  land  buyers  in  this  section  were  Will- 
iam B.  Ferris,  Jr.,  Emory  M.  Humphrey  and 
Philander  Powell. 

Section  three  attracted  Eleazon  Scott. 
Loring  H.  Bronson,  Peter  Moe,  Henry  B. 
Shetterly  (Utica's  earliest  physician,  father 
of  Seth  K.  Shetterly),  and  George  A. 
O'Keefe,  one  of  Macomb  county's  earliest 
prosecuting  attorneys. 

In  section  4,  we  find  William  A.  Davis, 
Loring  IT.  Bronson,  Elijah  Bachelor,  William 
Smith,  Nathaniel  C.  Naramor  and  Alexander 
Warren,  names  familiar  to  Utica's  old  set- 
tlers, as  are  those  who  purchased  early  in 
sections  5  and  6.  In  1830,  Darius  Clark  of 
Oakland  County,  in  1831  Walter  Wentworth 
of  Monroe  County,  New  York,  and  in  1832 
Andrew  Brown  and  Elanor  Johnson  each 
took  up  lands  in  section  5.  They  were  fol- 
lowed in  1835  by  John  A.  Wood,  Stephen 
Beall,  Samuel  Fowler,  William  A.  Davis  and 


Gurdon  C.  Leech.  In  section  six,  we  find 
Mark  Wilcox,  a  purchaser  as  early  as  June 
10th,  1826,  to  be  followed  in  1827  by  John 
B.  St.  John  (for  so  many  years  supervisor 
in  Sterling  and  the  first  comer  of  a  family 
who  have  been  so  prominent  in  and  about 
Utica  during  its  entire  history),  and  Will- 
iam Thomas  from  Livingston  County,  New 
York.  In  1831,  among  the  buyers,  we  find 
the  names  of  Peter  J.  Desnoyer  of  Detroit, 
Ephraim  Calkins  of  Livingston  County,  New 
York,  and  Christopher  Sparks  of  Monroe 
County,  New  York. 

Livingston  and  Ontario  counties  of  New 
York  furnished  the  bulk  of  the  purchasers 
from  the  Government  in  section  7,  James 
Mc Vicar  and  William  Thomas,  coming  from 
the  former  in  1827,  and  William  and  Elias 
Jackson  from  the  latter  in  1832.  Humph- 
rey Adams  from  Oakland  County  also 
bought  in  this  section  in  1831. 

In  section  8  we  find  the  names  of  John 
A.  Wood  of  Rennselaer  County,  New  York, 
Samuel  Fisher,  Samuel  B.  and  Justin  J.  Mer- 
rill of  Genesee  County,  New  York,  Abram 
Freeland  (later  sheriff),  John  Summers, 
Burgess  B.  and  Catharine  Calkin,  Ralph 
Runyan   and  Charles   Summers. 

Section  9  was  acquired  by  Samuel  Fisher 
of  Genesee  County,  New  York,  Payne  K. 
Leech  of  Ontario  County,  New  York,  Tim- 
othy Lester  of  Windham  County,  Connecti- 
cut, and  John  M.  Chipman  of  Oakland  Coun- 
ty, Amos  W.  and  Seth  Williams,  and  William 
Riley  Chapel.  In  section  10,  we  find  the 
names  of  Asa  Huntley,  George  A.  O'Keefe, 
James  Wallis,  Philander  S.  Cowles  and  An- 
drew J.  Whitney.  The  last  named  shares 
with  George  McDougall  the  honor  of  being 
the  first  purchasers  of  land  in  this  township, 
as  they  each  entered  lands  Nov.  12th,  1818. 

Monroe  County,  New  York,  furnished 
four  of  the  land  buyers  in  section  11,  Orlien 
Gordan,  Phillip  Plass,  Daniel  Simmons  and 
Emory  M.  Humphrey  from  that  county  hav- 
ing purchased  in  October,  1835.  The  others 
in  this  section  are  Sibbel  Bardwell,  George 
Beckwith,  Delsey  Benjamin,  George  W.  Elli- 
son and  Davis  Schuyler. 

Section  12  was  taken  up  in  1835  by  John 
Lockwood  of  Oakland  County,  Horace  W. 
Kittredge  of  Macomb  County,  Owen  Phillips 
of  Chenango  County,  New  York,  in  1836  by 
Willard  Woodward,  Amonie  Joslin  of  Ma- 
comb and  Ralph  Wright  of  Livingston 
County,  New  York  (the  father  of  Francis 
and  John  B.  Wright),  and  in  1836  by 
George  Beckwith. 
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In  section  13  appears  the  names  of  Jesse 
Soper  of  Monroe  County,  New  York  (1832), 
Chester  Hurd,  of  Genesee  County,  New  York, 
in  1834 ;  Ray  G.  Waite  of  Yates  County,  New, 
York;  Eli  Stone  of  Ontario  County,  New 
York;  Henry  Sprague  of  Oakland  County, 
Henry  Harvey  of  Macomb  County  and 
Owen  Phillips. 

George  McDougall  took  up  on  November 
12th,  1818,  a  portion  of  section  14,  but  it 
was  nearly  five  years  later  before  any  one 
followed  his  example.  At  that  time,  Carle- 
ton  Crittenden  of  Ontario  County,  New 
York,  and  Taber  Wilcox  of  Macomb  County 
each  purchased  tracts  in  this  section.  An- 
other ten  years  went  by  before  Peter  0. 
Ober  of  Macomb  County  made  two  entries 
and  at  about  the  same  time,  Louis  Drake 
made  a  purchase  in  this  section.  The  fol- 
lowing- year,  1834,  Eleazer  Edgerton  se- 
cured a  portion  of  this  section. 

The  earliest  purchase  in  section  15  was 
made  October  29th,  1823,  by  Taber  Wilcox, 
and  it  was  not  until  1832  that  the  next  pur- 
chaser, Daniel  Pitts  of  Genesee  County,  New 
York,  made  his  entry.  He  was  followed  the 
next  year  by  John  Cooly  of  Seneca  County, 
New  York,  and  John  Bowman  of  Macomb 
County,  In  1834  John  Lee  of  Macomb,  and 
Amos  M.  Gates  of  Genesee  County,  New 
York,  bought  in  this  section  as  did  Charles 
W.  Chapel,  and  William  H.  Brockway,  both 
of  Macomb,  during  the  year  1835. 

In  1834-5  section  17  was  taken  up  by 
Ralph  Bunyan,  Jacob  Summers,  Jr.,  John 
Freeland,  William  Jackson,  William  Gibson 
and  Gurdon  C.  Leech  of  Macomb  County, 
and  William  Millard  and  John  F.  Fricke  of 
Oakland  County.  In  1831  Eli  Witt  and 
John  Gibson  took  up  lands  in  section  18  to 
be  followed  three  years  later  by  Nathan 
Calkins,  James  Tubbs,  John  Gibson,  and 
Philander  Cotton.  These  were  joined  in 
1836  by  Benjamin  Livermore,  and  Lydia 
Postal.  Mr.  Livermore  also  at  the  same 
time  took  up  lands  in  section  19  where  he 
had  been  preceded  by  Abram  Smith  of 
Steuben  County,  New  York,  Samuel  Clark 
of  Oakland  County,  William  Jackson  of  this 
County,  Israel  Moore  of  Genesee  County, 
New  York,  and  Algernon  L.  Hollister  of 
Oakland  County.  Later  in  this  same  sec- 
tion came  Richard  Nelson  of  New  York  city 
and  Edward  W.  Peck  of  Oakland  County, 
both  in  1836. 

Peck  and  G.  C.  Leech  also  took  up  lands 
in  section  20  as  in  1835  did  Patrick  M.  Flood, 
Richard  Hotham  and  Oliver  Sherman  of  Oak- 


land County,  and  John  Dods  of  New  York 
city.  The  now.  familiar  names  of  G.  C. 
Leech,  John  James,  Isaac  L.  Moe  appear 
among  the  purchasers  in  section  21  as  do  the 
names  of  Slyvanus  Bachelor  and  Asa  Bache- 
lor and  Andrew  D.  Davidson,  all  of  Macomb. 
In  1832-5,  lands  were  entered  in  section  22 
by  Oliver  Crocker,  Francis  Marchant,  Altha 
Rice,  Cyrus  Smith,  Henry  Creswicke,  Amos 
W.  Watkins,  Johnson  Green  and  G.  C.  Leech. 

Section  23  furnishes  us  several  names  fa- 
miliar to  all  acquainted  with  Sterling  since 
Henry  J.  Stead  in  December  of  1831,  Eleazer 
Edgerton  in  June  of  1832,  Harley  Rice  in 
June  of  1832,  John  Rice  in  October  of  1833 
and  Sylvanus  Bachelor  in  July  of  1832  each 
took  up  lands  in  this  section. 

In  section  24  we  again  find  the  name  of 
George  McDougall  (without  giving  his  for- 
mer address)  who  again  entered  lands  in 
November  of  1818.  In  1823,  Julius  C.  Un- 
derwood of  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York, 
and  Andrew  Cone  of  Ontario  County,  New 
York,  made  their  entries.  George  F.  Stead 
of  this  county  was  the  only  purchaser  in 
1831.  In  1832,  however,  we  find  Orton 
Gibbs,  Chester  Cowles  and  Joseph  Robert- 
jean.  The  bulk  of  section  25  was  taken  up 
during  the  year  1833  by  Allen  W.  Hurlbut, 
Henry  M.  Griffin,  Cordelo  Curtis,  Chauncey 
G.  Cady,  and  Charles  McComber,  although 
John  Millar  made  an  entry  in  June,  1831. 

George  F.  Stead  was  the  earliest  purchaser 
in  section  26,  having  made  his  entry  in  De- 
cember, 1833.  He  was  followed  in  1834  by 
Thomas  Stead  and  Jacob  Tucker.  The  lat- 
ter also  purchased  in  1835  as  did  Loring 
Bryant,  Chauncey  G.  Cady,  Gurdon  C. 
Leech,  Edward  Smith,  John  H.  White  and 
Jeremiah  Godfrey.  Besides  Gurdon  C. 
Leech  and  John  James  in  section  27,  we  find 
the  names  of  James  Covel,  Jr.,  and  Alexan- 
der Peterson.  Those  who  made  entries  in 
section  28  were  William  and  James  Aber- 
nathy,  Washington  Standley,  Albert  G.  Ful- 
ler and  Mason  J.  Jones,  all  in  1835.  In  1835, 
too,  Silas  W.  Stowell  of  Cuyahoga  County, 
Ohio,  Daniel  Dunn  and  Walter  Coujan  of 
Saratoga  County,  New  York,  Septer  Scott 
of  this  county  and  Thomas  Emerson  of  Bos- 
ton entered  lands  in  section  29. 

Dunn  &  Coujan  also  appear  among  the 
purchasers  in  section  30.  The  balance  of 
this  section  was  taken  up  by  Michigan  men, 
viz.,  Hiram,  Brittian  and  Benjamin  F.  Skin- 
ner, James  Wood,  Philetus  Perry  and  Rob- 
ert Frieburn,  all  of  Oakland  County;  James 


646 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


Walton  of  this  county  and  Alvak  Ewers  of 
Wayne  County. 

In  1834,  Franklin  E.  Barton,  Jeremiah 
Wilson,  Charles  Sprague  and  Asher  D.  King 
each  made  purchases  in  section  31.  Cooley, 
Brooks  and  Jones,  who  platted  a  large  por- 
tion of  Mt.  Clemens,  were  also  among  the 
Government  purchasers  in  this  section,  as 
were  also  Franklin  Ames,  1835,  and  Hiram 
Walker  in  1836.  Ames  &  Leech  also  took 
up  lands  in  section  32  where  we  also  find 
the  names  of  Josiah  H.  Alger,  1834,  Jehiel 
Crigger  in  1834;  Charles  Sprague  in  1834; 
Silas  W.  Stowell  and  Ira  Alger  in  1835. 

The  Algers  and  Leech  also  took  lands  in 
section  33.  The  other  early  purchasers  be- 
ing Chester  Crooks,  Mary  Spinnings  and  Ed- 
win Stevens.  In  section  34  among  the  early 
purchasers,  we  find  Joseph  Stickney,  of  Ad- 
dison County,  Vermont;  Asa  Bachelor,  Dan- 
iel Kearney,  Oliver  Sherman  and  Edwin 
Jerome.  Section  35  brings  forth  the  names 
of  Lucy  Little,  1831 ;  Henry  Sperry,  Eddius 
H.  Rood,  Allen  W.  Hurlbut,  David  Stickney, 
Phoebe  Rood,  Jonathan  Stickney,  John 
Scott  and  Thomas  Wellington.  Charles  Mc- 
Comber  of  Genesee  County,  New  York,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  only  early  land  buyer 
in  section  36  who  was  not  already  a  Michi- 
gan man,  the  others  being  Moses  Robert- 
jean  and  Joseph  Forton  of  Wayne  County 
and  Oliver  Moore,  John  Harvey,  Charles  J. 
Forton  and  Cujiah  Tingley  of  this  county. 
Did  time  and  space  permit,  many  interest- 
ing stories  could  be  told  of  the  old  settlers 
of  Sterling,  but  lack  of  these  and  of  better 
acquaintance  on  the  part  of  the  writer  for- 
bid. However,  at  least  a  passing  notice  must 
be  given  to  the  quaint  and  genial  character 
of  Humphrey  Murphy,  who  for  nineteen 
years  represented  the  township  on  the  Board 
of  Supervisors.  His  genial  face  and  unfail- 
ing wit,  not  to  speak  of  his  sound  common 
sense  and  native  shrewdness  were  sadly 
missed  when  the  fickle  changes  of  politics 
brought  about  his  retirement. 

The  population  of  Sterling  according  to 
the  census  returns,  has  been  as  follows : 

1837    523 

1840 677 

1845    831 

1850    876 

1854   980 

1860   1082 

1864   1210 

1870 1549 

1874   1711 

1880   2088 


1884  2040 

1890  2038 

1894  1985 

1900  1915 

1904  1877 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  township  as 

equalized  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
been  as  follows : 

1842  $  45,190.00 

1846  45,877.00 

1851  49,880.00 

1856  249,602.00 

1861 .   233,431.00 

1866  259,899.00 

1871  319,000.00 

1876  340,000.00 

1881  973,000.00 

1886  890,000.00 

1891  915,000.00 

1896 ..  .  .   890,000.00 

1901  985,000.00 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


SHELBY  TOWNSHIP. 


Portions  of  the  History  of  this  township 
are  included  in  the  chapters  on  Utica  and  the 
Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  Canal.  In  common 
with  the  western  tier  of  townships  of  our 
county,  the  original  survey  of  Shelby  was,  in 
the  winter  of  1817-18,  made  by  Joseph  Wam- 
pler,  of  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  of  whom 
very  little  is  known.  The  surface  of  the  town- 
ship was  found  to  be  quite  level  on  its  eastern 
portion,  elsewhere  gently  rolling  and  no- 
where hilly.  Undulating,  grassy  plains,  with 
scarcely  any  timber,  formed  its  central  and 
southwestern  portions,  while  a  broad  swell  of 
land  comprised  the  northwest.  The  eastern 
and  extreme  northern  parts  were  heavily  tim- 
bered, the  remainder  but  little.  The  soil  was 
fertile,  varying  from  sanely  to  clay  loam  and 
clay.  With  such  a  variety  to  select  from  the 
settlers  could  easily  find  what  they  wanted, 
when  after  the  survey,  the  lands  were  thrown 
open  by  proclamation  of  President  for  settle- 
ment. It  is  presumed  that  they  naturally  se- 
lected such  as  reminded  them  of  their  old 
homes.  The  Clinton  River,  entering  the  town 
at  section  18  and  flowing  in  a  southeasterly 
direction,  and  leaving  it  at  section  33,  afford- 
ed an  outlet  to  the  many  streams,  brooks  and 
rivulets  which  furnished  an  ample  water  sup- 
ply to  the  settlers.  This  river,  too,  afforded 
canoe  navigation,  by  which  means  some  of  the 
earlier  settlers  came  into  the  town.  The  first 
American  settlers  of  the  township  were  Na- 
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thaniel  Squier,  George  Hanscom,  Elias  Wil- 
cox, Joseph  Miller,  Ezra  Burgess,  Elder  Abel 
Warren,  Peleg  Ewell,  Ira  Preston,  Joseph 
Lester,  the  Axfords,  Owens  and  others. 

Thomas  Squier  was  the  first  white  inhabi- 
tant who  died  in  the  town  of  Shelby.  He 
was  a  brother  of  Hiram  Squier,  by  whom  he 
was  buried.  Joelamy  Squier,  a  half-sister  of 
Thomas  Squier,  was  the  first  white  child  born 
in  the  township,  her  birth  occurring  in  July, 
1817.  She  married  James  Muir  at  an  early 
day,  and  was  afterwards  known  as  the  Widow 
Muir,  of  Almont. 

We  quote  at  length  from  an  article  on  the 
history  of  Shelby  prepared  by  George  H. 
Cannon,  on  the  order  on  which  the  lands  in 
the  township  were  taken  up.  "The  first  house 
erected  in  the  township  of  Shelby  was  built 
by  Nathaniel  Burgess  in  the  winter  of  1816- 
1817,  on  section  34.  Amasa  and  Jedediah 
Messenger,  as  well  as  Nathaniel  Squires,  built 
houses  on  section  28  in  1817.  Asa  Patridge 
and  Ira  Andrus  came  in  1819,  settling  on  sec- 
tion 34,  and  Benjamin  and  Robert  Stead  set- 
tled on  the  same  section  in  1820.  One  of  the 
first  English  schools  in  Macomb  County  was 
taught  by  a  Mr.  Hadsel,  in  the  winter  of 
1818-19,  the  school  house  being  on  the  present 
site  of  Utica  village.  The  first  saw  mill  was 
built  by  Asa  Price  on  the  Clinton  River,  in 
1828,  and  Adam  Price,  in  the  same  year,  put 
up  a  grist  mill.  An  election  for  delegate  to 
Congress  was  held  the  same  year,  July  9; 
Wing  and  Bidwell  being  the  candidates,  the 
latter  successful  in  the  canvass.  We  do  not 
know  by  whom,  or  when,  our  township  re- 
ceived its  name  of  Shelby,  but  believe  it  has 
never  been  changed  since  first  adopted.  Not 
so,  however,  with  our  principal  village  of 
Utica,  which  at  first  received  the  uncommon, 
if  not  euphonious  name  of  "  Maedougalville, ' ' 
changed  to  the  easier  pronounced  "Harlow'' 
and  finally  to  the  present  Utica. 

We  now  come  to  the  first  buyer  of  land 
from  the  general  government  in  our  town- 
ship, and  Blake  Curtis  has  the  honor  of  being 
the  first  purchaser.  The  records  show  that 
on  May  24,  1819,  he  secured  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  7,  a  desirable  selection,  and 
one  of  the  best  quarter  sections  in  the  town- 
ship. 

More  than  tw^o  years  passed  before  another 
entry  was  made,  as  we  find  no  sales  recorded 
in  1820.  On  September  24,  1821,  Ezra  Bur- 
gess bought  the  southeast  quarter  and  south 
half  of  northeast  quarter  of  section  33,  com- 
prising 250  acres.  This  selection  is  now  in 
part  the  site  of  Utica  Village.    November  20, 


1821,  James  Hazard  entered  the  west  half  of 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  5;  these  two 
entries  being  the  only  land  bought  in  our  town 
in  that  year,  and,  singularly  enough,  were  in 
opposite  parts  of  the  township.  In  1822  the 
buyers  were  more  numerous.  Ezra  Burgess, 
selecting  the  west  half  of  northwest  quarter, 
section  7,  May  13.  On  June  8,  George  Hans- 
com entered  the  west  half  of  the  northwest 
quarter,  section  3.  Joseph  Miller,  on  June  12, 
bought  the  west  half  of  northeast  quarter,  sec- 
tion 4,  and  on  June  18  Nathan  B.  Miller  en- 
tered the  northwest  quarter,  section  4.  Elias 
Stone  on  July  27  bought  the  east  half  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  the  same  section,  while 
John  Stone  on  the  same  date  entered  the  east 
half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  5. 
October  3,  Oliver  Nye  bought  the  east  half 
of  northwest  quarter  of  section  3.  James 
Loper  entered  the  west  half  of  the  southwest 
quarter,  section  6,  October  14.  Samuel  Ax- 
ford,  on  November  2,  selected  the  southeast 
quarter  of  the  same  section,  also  the  east  half 
of  the  northwest  quarter,  section  7,  and  the 
west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter.  These 
nine  individuals  comprise  all  who  made  en- 
tries of  land  in  our  township  during  the  year 
1822. 

In  1823  but  few  entries  were  made.  The 
tract  book  shows  that  Solomon  Stone  selected 
the  southeast  quarter,  section  3,  May  24, 
of  that  year.  Joel  Barber,  June  28,  entered 
the  east  half  of  southeast  quarter,  section  17. 
Samuel  Axford,  July  5,  bought  the  east  half 
of  northeast  quarter,  section  7.  Thus  it  ap- 
pears that  but  three  buyers  of  land,  from  the 
general  government,  were  of  record  in  1823. 
The  numbers  were  increased  somewhat  in 
1824,  but  it  seems  that  settlers  came  in  slowly. 
February  28  Samuel  Axford  bought  the  east 
half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  6. 
March  23,  George  Hanscom  the  east  half  of 
northeast  quarter,  section  4.  William  Wood- 
bridge  entered  the  northwest  quarter,  section 
34,  on  April  26.  May  17,  Eliphas  J.  Ruland 
selected  the  southwest  quarter,  section  3,  and 
on  the  same  date  Elias  Wilcox  the  northeast 
quarter  of  the  same  section.  Lemuel  Wil- 
liams, Jr.,  May  29,  entered  the  east  half  of 
the  southwest  quarter,  section  4.  June  3 
Elon  Dudley  bought  the  west  half,  southeast 
quarter  of  the  same  section. 

Edward  Martin,  June  8,  selected  the  east 
half  of  the  northeast  quarter,  section  6,  and 
on  the  same  date  Betsey  Ann  Martin  bought 
the  west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  the 
same  section.  June  21  John  Hersey  entered 
the  northwest  quarter  of  section  6.     William 
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Arnold,  on  July  1,  bought  the  southwest  quar- 
ter, section  5,  and  on  July  2,  Abel  Warren 
selected  the  west  half  of  the  southwest  quar- 
ter, section  4,  Russel  Andrus  buying  on  the 
same  date  the  east  half  of  the  northwest  quar- 
ter, section  8.  July  4  Calvin  Davis  selected 
the  west  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of 
the  same  section.  August  16  William  Arnold 
entered  the  east  half  of  the  northwest  quarter 
of  section  5,  and  on  the  same  date  Peter  Dan- 
iels bought  the  west  half  of  southwest  quarter, 
section  34. 

Thirteen  persons  had  made  their  selections 
and  bought  their  lands  during  that  year.  In 
the  succeeding  year,  1825,  we  have  a  list  of 
land  buyers  up  to  August  4,  at  which  date 
Abijah  Owen  entered  the  west  half  of  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  8.  In  the  order 
of  entries  previous  to  this  date,  we  find  that 
Jonathan  Kearsley  bought  the  east  half  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  20  on  February 
23,  and  Anson  A.  Adams,  on  May  14,  the 
northwest  quarter,  section  2.  Elisha  Nickols, 
May  27,  selected  the  west  half  of  the  north- 
east quarter,  section  8.  July  1,  John  Gilbert 
entered  the  northwest  quarter,  section  19,  and 
on  July  6,  Rufus  Wells  the  east  half  of  the 
southwest  quarter,  section  34. 

The  foregoing  list  of  the  earliest  land  buy- 
ers in  the  township  of  Shelby,  comprises  the 
names  of  well  remembered  citizens,  whose. de- 
scendants, to  a  considerable  extent,  abide  with 
us  and  occupy  homes  in  the  township,  but  in 
very  few  instances  on  the  land  bought  by  their 
forefathers  from  the  general  government. 
Those  who  bought  land  from  the  government, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  occupied  it  for 
homes,  but  Governor  Woodbridge  and 
Jonathan  Kearsley,  as  well  as  some  oth- 
ers, never  settled  here.  From  this  time  on,  the 
remaining  lands  in  the  township  were  rapidly 
bought  up  and  settled  upon  and  measures  were 
taken  for  a  township  organization.  A  legisla- 
tive enactment  of  April  12,  1827,  gave  author- 
ity, and  the  first  town  meeting  was  ordered  to 
be  held  at  the  house  of  Perez  Swift,  on  sec- 
tion 21,  the  last  Monday  of  the  May  following. 
This  was  a  double  log  house,  which  probably 
accounts  for  the  selection. 

The  township  of  Sterling,  adjoining  on  the 
south,  was  for  many  years  associated  with  and 
a  part  of  the  township  of  Shelby.  At  the  first 
town  meeting  held,  a  few  of  the  familiar 
names  of  our  early  land  buyers  appear  as 
among  the  chosen  for  town  officers.  Calvin 
Davis  presided  at  the  meeting,  Abijah  Owen 
as  clerk,  and  Russel  Andrus,  William  Ar- 
nold, Elias  Wilcox,  Elon  Dudley  and  George 


Hanscom  were  selected  to  fill  the  various  of- 
fices for  that  year. 

In  the  Legislative  halls  of  the  State  we  have 
been  largely  represented,  as  the  following 
roster  of  seventeen  names  and  dates  of  elec- 
tion will  show :  In  the  territorial  Legislature 
we  find  the  name  of  Jacob  Summers,  elected 
1835.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Isaac 
Monfort,  in  1837;  Ephraim  Calkins,  1838; 
Orison  Sheldon,  1838 ;  G.  C.  Leech,  1841 ;  Sam- 
uel Axford,  1842;  Harleigh  Carter,  1845-50; 
Payne  K.  Leech,  1846 ;  Laman  B.  Price,  1847 ; 
Oliver  Adams,  1853;  Philander  Ewell,  1855- 
1856 ;  William  Brownell,  1857-8 ;  II.  D.  Run- 
yan,  1871-72;  Alexander  Grant,  1881-2-3-4. 
In  the  State  Senate,  Samuel  Axford,  1837; 
Jacob  Summers,  1838-9-40 ;  Ira  H.  Butterfield, 
1861-62;  Seymour  Brownell,  1872;  William 
W.  Andrus,  1881-82.  Constitutional  conven- 
tion, Wm.  W.  Andrus,  1867. 

We  may  also  note  that  a  number  of  United 
States  deputy  surveyors  received  their  ap- 
pointment, as  residents  of  Shelby  Township, 
to  the  important  duty  of  executing  the  linear 
surveys  in  the  public  domain.  We  recall  the 
names  of  Geo.  E.  Adair,  Geo.  II.  Cannon, 
Levi  II.  Cannon,  James  S.  Lawson  and  Wal- 
ter Warner.  These  men  have  done  much  pio- 
neer work  in  the  land  surveys  of  this  state, 
AVisconsin,  Minnesota,  Dakota,  New  Mexico 
and  Nevada. 

The  writer  is  reluctantly  compelled  to 
leave  to  the  reader's  memory  any  additional 
information  concerning  the  early  settlers  of 
the  township,  except  as  more  can  be  learned 
from  the  list  of  town  officers  and  the  sketch  of 
the  Disco  Academy. 

The  Supervisors  of  Shelby  have  been  Jo- 
seph Lester,  1827;  Samuel  Axford,  1828-34; 
Ephraim  Calkins,  1835-37  (County  Commis- 
sioner, 1838-43);  Oliver  Adams,  1843-44; 
Payne  K.  Leech,  1845 ;  Oliver  Adams,  1846-47 ; 
Jacob  Scrambling,  1848;  Philander  Ewell, 
1849-56 ;  Willard  A.  Wales,  1857-59 ;  Philan- 
der Ewell,  1860 ;  Payne  K.  Leech,  1861 ;  Wil- 
lard A.  Wales,  1862 ;  Chauncey  W.  Whitney, 
1863-64;  Philander  Ewell,  1865;  Willard  A. 
Wales,  1866-67;  Phillip  Price,  1868;  Willard 
A.  Wales,  1869-70 ;  Payne  K.  Leech,  1871-72 ; 
James  S.  Lawson,  1873 ;  Albert  L.  Goff,  1874- 
1884;  Henry  J.  Switzer,  1885-1896;  Fremont 
C.  Haynes,  *1897-99 ;  Edwin  Connor,  1900-05. 

The  Clerks  of  the  Township  have  been  Abel 
Warren,  1827-28 ;  John  Chapman,  1829 ;  Solo- 
mon  Wales,  1830;  William  A.  Davis,  1831- 
1832-33;  P.  B.  Thurston,  1834;  D.  M.  Price, 
1835-36 ;  Orson  Sheldon,  1837 ;  Orville  Morri- 
son, 1838 ;  James  B.  Carter,  1839 ;  C.  W.  Chap- 
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el,  1840;  Harlehigh  Carter,  1841-42;  D.  M. 
Price,  1843-44;  Jacob  Summers,  1845;  Fran- 
cis B.  Chapel,  1846;  Gurdon  C.  Deshore,  1847; 
Francis  R.  Chapel,  1848;  Harlehigh  Carter, 
1849;  W.  W.  Andrus,  1850;  Phillip  Price, 
1851 ;  Harlehigh  Carter,  1852 ;  Chauncey  W. 
Whitney,  1853;  Wm.  Brownell,  1854;  Elon 
Chapin,  1855;  P.  IT.  Knight,  1856;  W.  C.  Wes- 
ton, 1857-58;  J.  0.  Smith,  1859;  Alonzo  M. 
Keeler,  I860;  Marvin  Satler,  1861;  Josiah 
Kingsbury,  1862-63;  Albert  Goff,  1864;  Isaac 
Monfort,  1865;  Phillip  Price,  1866-67;  James 
S.  Lawson,  1868-70;  August  E.  Bacon,  1871- 
1873;  M.  C.  Keller,  1874;  Milton  B.  Salter, 
1875;  George  T.  Connor,  1876;  William  S. 
Andrews,  1877;  Gurdon  C.  Leech,  1878-80; 
Frank  W.  Williams,  1881;  W.  H.  Marvin, 
1882;  John  I.  Crissman,  1883-84;  George  E. 
Bannister,  1885-91;  Frank  H.  Fangboner, 
1892  ;  August  R.  Hahn,  1893-95 ;  John  Swit- 
zer,  1896-1903;  Herbert  E.  McClellan,  1904- 
1905. 

The  Treasurers  of  the  Township  have  been 
Elias  Wilcox,  1827-28;  Nun  Moe,  1829;  Jo- 
siah Lockwood,  1830;  Nathaniel  Squires, 
1831;  Joseph  Lester,  1832;  A.  D.  Yemmons, 
1833;  Josiah  T.  Robinson,  1834;  George  E. 
Adair,  1835 ;  Albert  G.  Fuller,  1836 ;  Jesse  B. 
Gridley,  1837 ;  Josiah  Price,  1838-42 ;  Layman 

B.  Price,  1843-45;  Jacob  Summers,  1846; 
George  Price,  1847;  James  B.  St.  John,  1848; 
Walter  Porter,  1849;  George  W.  Summers, 
1850 ;  George  St.  John,  1851 ;  James  Cheney, 
1852;  William  Brownell,  1853;  John  G. 
Marsh,  1854;  P.  H.  Knight,  1855;  Jervis  Wi- 
nans,  1856;  George  King,  1857;  Isaac  C. 
Cross,  1858;  Stephen  S.  Merrill,  1859;  Orin 
Goff,  I860;  Haswell  H.  Church,  1861-62; 
Ephraim  Parinenter,  1863;  Cyrus  C.  Ladd, 
1864;  John  W.  Master,  1865;* Samuel  Ladd, 
1866;  Alson  Haines,  1867;  William  Rowley, 
1868-69;  David  B.  Andrews,  1870;  Milo  Ba- 
con, 1871;  Gurdon  C.  Leech,  1872-73;  Ralph 
Wilcox,  1874;  Reuben  T.  St.  John,  1875-76; 
George  T.  Connor,  1877 ;  Reuben  T.  St.  John, 
1878-79;  William  W.  Andrus,   1880;  Martin 

C.  Keeler,  1881;  Henry  J.  Switzer,  1882-83; 
Walter  S.  Wise,  1884;  William  S.  Walker, 
1885-86;  Reuben  T.  St.  John,  1887-88;  John 
I.  Crissman,  1889-90;  William  E.  Haines, 
1891-92;  Calvin  P.  Runyan,  1893-94;  Fremont 
C.  Haines,  1895-96;  John  I.  Crissman,  1897- 
1898;  William  T.  Reick,  1899;  Abram  Yan 
Fleet,  1900-01;  James  C.  Ritter,  1902-03; 
James  H.  Hodges,  1904-05. 

The  population  of  the  township  of  Shelby 
as  appears  by  the  census  returns  has  been : 


1837    1,153 

1840    1,262 

1845    1,290 

1850    1,482 

1854    1,473 

1860    1,675 

1864    1,498 

1870    1,695 

1874 1,581 

1880    1,657 

1884    1,563 

1890    1,653 

1894   1,668 

1900    1,726 

^   1904    1,666 

The  assessed  valuation  as  equalized  by  the 

Board  of  Supervisors  has  been  for  the  town- 
ship of  Shelby  as  follows: 

1842  $   72,553.00 

1846  75,264.00 

1851  87,643.00 

1856  541,880.00 

1861  450,807.00 

1866  469,230.00 

1871  476,815.00 

1876  470,000.00 

1880  1,014,000.00 

1886  925,000.00 

1891  940,000.00 

1896  1,000,000.00 

1901  1,300,000.00 

THE  PRESTON   FAMILY. 

Among  the  most  numerous  and  prominent 
families  of  the  township  have  been  the  Pres- 
ton and  Goff  families,  representatives  of 
which  were  united  in  the  marriage  of  Ira 
Preston  and  Deborah  Goff  who,  in  1826,  set- 
tled in  this  township.  The  descendants  of 
this  couple  are  now  widely  scattered,  one 
being  in  Honolulu  and  another  in  Cuba,  yet 
for  several  years  past,  the  family  have  held 
reunions,  usually  in  the  township  of  Shelby, 
which  have  been  largely  attended.  The  fol- 
lowing sketch  has  been  furnished  the  writer 
by  Mrs.  Flora  A.  High,  a  member  of  the 
family. 

"The  name  of  Preston  is  one  of  great  an- 
tiquity, and  was  known  in  North  Britain 
eight  hundred  years  ago.  Seventeen  towns 
in  England  bear  that  name,  and  history 
records  that  one  Sir  William  Preston,  was 
called  upon  to  help  settle  the  dispute  be- 
tween Robert  Bruce  and  John  Baliol  over 
the  throne  of  Scotland.  From  him  the  de- 
scent is  traced  to  another  William  Preston, 
who,  with  his  wife  and  six  children,  came 
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over  011  the  good  ship  Truelove  in  1635,  and 
settled  in  New  Haven,   Connecticut. 

"Ira,  great-great-great-grandson  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  Preston,  was  born  at  Walling- 
ford,  Connecticut,  March  9th,  1875.  He  was 
a  clockmaker  by  trade.  When  about  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  he  decided  to  go  west  in 
search  of  fortune.  Arriving  at  Avon,  On- 
tario County,  New  York  (now  Rush,  Mon- 
roe County),  he  met  Miss  Deborah  Goff, 
youngest  daughter  of  Charles  Goff  (who  had 
been  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War). 
They  were  afterward  married  and  after  re- 
siding at  Rush  about  ten  years,  he  decided 
to  go  still  farther  west,  so  came  to  the 
'swamps  of  Michigan'  to  see  if  he  could  find 
a  spot  he  liked  for  a  home.  He  bought  from 
the  government  320  acres  lying  along  the 
banks  of  the  Middle  Branch  of  the  Clinton 
River  in  the  township  of  Shelby,  then  re- 
turned for  his  family  and  in  1826,  by  way 
of  the  Erie  canal  to  Buffalo,  then  by  steamer, 
Henry  Clay,  on  the  lakes,  he  reached  De- 
troit. They  put  up  at  The  Yankee  Boarding 
House  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  The  spot 
is  now  occupied  by  the  Franklin  House.  Mr. 
Preston  was-  accompanied  by  five  young 
men,  and  while  he  went  out  to  purchase 
oxen,  they  went  into  the  forest  and  cut  tim- 
ber to  put  together  the  running  gear  for  a 
cart.  They  had  brought  mill  irons  with 
them,  and  it  took  several  trips  to  get  the 
family,  their  few  household  effects,  provi- 
sions, etc.,  over  the  terrible  roads  to  their 
new  location,  Here  they  built  a  rude  log 
hut  with  a  shake  roof,  a  puncheon  floor,  and 
a  blanket  for  a  door,  and  in  this  simple 
home,  often  visited  by  wild  beasts  and  In- 
dians, they  dwelt  while  the  Preston  mill  was 
built,  the  first  mill  in  the  county  to  saw  lum- 
ber. 

' '  They  prospered,  and  with  their  four  sons, 
George  W.,  Riley  S.,  Ira  Suman  and  Judge 
S.,  and  their  three  daughters,  Emily,  Ma- 
nerva  and  Eliza,  they  soon  made  the  wilder- 
ness to  blossom  as  the  rose. 

"As  these  children  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood  and  married,  they  settled  near 
the  old  home  (no  longer  a  log  hut,  but  a 
large  and  convenient  frame  house),  and  so 
in  time  the  place  came  to  be  called  Preston- 
ville.  These  seyen  children  are  all  now  rest- 
ing in  the  silent  city  of  the  dead,  but  their 
descendants  revere  their  memory,  and  each 
year  they  gather  at  the  home  of  one  of  their 
number  for  a  day  and  a  dinner  together. 
The  first  reunion  of  this  kind  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Metta  Wilcox  in  Shelby  town- 


ship. Eighteen  such  meetings  have  been 
held.  Eight  years  ago,  through  the  efforts 
of  E.  R.  Wilcox,  the  family  history  was  pub- 
lished in  book  form.  The  Preston  coat  of 
arms  consists  of  a  shield  surmounted  by  a 
castle  from  which  a  falcon  is  flying.  It  is 
said  to  indicate  the  capture  of  the  enemy's 
stronghold  by  the  original  bearer  of  the 
arms,  and  that  the  family  will  always  battle 
for  the  right.  This  pioneer  family  has  es- 
tablished a  fine  character,  and  has  left  its 
stamp,  on  the  history  of  the  county," 

THE  DISCO  ACADEMY. 

One  of  the  most  widely  known  and  unique 
institutions  connected  with  the  history  of 
Shelby,  was  the  Disco  Academy,  Encouraged 
by  the  success  of  the  Romeo  Academy  and 
fired  by  a  desire  that  their  children  should 
enjoy  better  educational  advantages,  the 
people  about  the  locality  where  now  Disco 
stands,  took  steps  to  found  an  institution 
of  higher  education  which  it  was  hoped 
would  not  only  provide  for  the  neighbor- 
hood, but  would  attract  the  more  ambitious 
pupils  from  all  the  surrounding  country — 
an  institution  which  since  its  history  has 
been  completed,  is  entitled  here  to  more 
than  a  passing  notice.  Franklin  P.  Monfort, 
whose  childhood  was  spent  in  its  neighbor- 
hood, formerly  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the 
county,  and  now  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Detroit,  has  kindly 
furnished  the  writer  a  sketch  of  the  acad- 
emy, together  with  a  description  of  the 
school  that  preceded  it,  and  an  account  of 
its   passing. 

"Along  in  the  early  thirties  and  later  from 
the  Eastern  States,  mostly  from  New  York, 
came  into  Macomb  County  in  the  vicinity  of 
where  the  village  of  Disco  now  is,  at  the  inter- 
section of  sections  9,  10,  15  and  16,  of  Shelby, 
a  flood  of  sturdy,  energetic  men  who  set  about 
to  clear  up  the  wilderness,  erect  log  buildings 
and  to  put  upon  the  country  an  appearance 
of  civilization.  Soon  here  and  there  frame 
dwellings  and  barns  appeared  in  the  midst  of 
gardens  and  orchards  surrounded  by  growing 
fields  of  grain,  meadows,  and  pastures  dotted 
with  flocks  and  herds,  the  result  of  the  indus- 
try of  willing  hands  of  those  who  never  had 
occasion  to  lock  a  door,  but  always  made  wel- 
come the  stranger  who  happened  that  way. 
Among  these  should  be  named,  Calvin  Davis, 
Jeremiah  Curtis,  George  Hanscom,  Abel  War- 
ren, John  Cannon,  Hiram  Andrews,  Elon 
Truman  and  Loren  Andrus,  Abram  and  Eli- 
jah Wilson,  Ira  S.  Pearsall,  Judge  Preston, 
John  Garvin,  Orin  Goff,  James  and  Rival  T. 
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Payne,  Elani  Chapin,  Peleg  Ewell,  Peter  D. 
Lerich,  Charles  Gurdon  and  Payne  K.  Leech, 
Elijah  Harris,  Alvah  Arnold,  James  S.  Law- 
son,  Allen  Pearsall,  Ira  S.  Blumburg,  Job 
Trowbridge,  Charles  C.  Lamb,  Louis  D.  Owen, 
Robert  Welts,  Cyrenus  Loekwood,  Gillman 
Graves,  Cyrenus  Arnold,  John  Keeler,  Har- 
vey Fellows,  John  K.,  David  and  Horace  Mer- 
rifield,  Isaac  Monfort  (Monfore),  Layman, 
B.,  Asa,  David  M.,  Phillip,  Adam.  George 
and  Joshua  Price,  James  Covel,  Alpheus  and 
Calvin  Pierce,  Alson  Haines,  George  and  Ed- 
win Adair,  John,  Thomas,  Amander  and 
Frank  Ruby,  Amos  Wales,  Benjamin  and  Dr. 
P.  A.  Knight,  Henry  and  Dr.  Joseph  Chap- 
man, Samuel  Axford,  Samuel  Gibbs,  James 
Gorden,  Jesse  Gillett,  Miles  G.  Bixby,  Abram 
Mack,  Capt.  John  Cheney,  Chauncey  and  Wil- 
lard  Church,  Marion  Darling,  Ezra  Thorp, 
Anson  Crawford,  William  Voorhies,  James 
Parish,  Charles  and  Frank  Chapel,  Tom  Mc- 
Entee,  Joseph  Remington,  Joseph  P.  Rose, 
William  and  Layman  Payne,  John  Stringham, 
Nathaniel  Naramor,  Ira  II .  Butterfield,  James 
Stephens,  John  E.  Ames,  Joel  W.  Manley,  Da- 
vid Connor,  Benjamin  and  Ira  Jersey,  Reuben 
Wilkerson,  Zeb,  Steve  and  Charles  Burgess, 
James  Bentley.  Marvin  Ilutton,  Robert  R. 
Harper,  Edward  Petit,  Joel  and  Horace  Cart- 
wright,  Joseph  F.  Hewett,  Alonzo  Keeler,  Dr. 
Wm.  Brownell,  and  others. 

"Among  the  first  buildings  erected  was  a 
large  log  tamarack  school  house,  used  not  only 
for  schools,  but  as  well  for  lectures  and  meet- 
ings of  all  kinds,  located  by  the  roadside  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  southwest  quarter  of 
the  northwest  quarter  of  section  22 ;  furnished 
with  an  open  fire  place  and  with  long  slab 
seats  without  backs,  through  the  center,  and 
other  similar  ones  in  front  of  sloping  board 
tables  fastened  to  the  inside  of  the  log  walls 
for  writing  desks.  The  building  had  one  quite 
large  door,  which  swung  on  wooden  hinges 
and  fastened  with  a  wooden  latch  that  you 
could  raise  from  the  outside  by  pulling  a  latch 
string.  It  was  well  lighted  by  7x9  glass  win- 
dows placed  horizontally  along  and  just  above 
the  tables,  and  by  a  chandelier  of  tallow-dips 
in  the  center  near  and  below  the  ceiling,  and 
others  along  the  windows  for  night  students. 
A  blackboard  was  an  innovation.  The  school- 
master was  required  to  make  and  mend  goose 
quill  pens,  and  also  to  manufacture  ink  by 
boiling  soft  maple  and  butternut  bark  to  a 
strong  liquid  into  which,  when  strained  off, 
copperas  was  put  to  set  its  black  color.  He 
boarded  around  from  house  to  house  and  col- 
lected his  pay  from  a  rate-bill  made  up  and 


based  upon  daily  attendance.  He  must  needs 
be  a  'hustler,'  and  was  required  to  teach 
Webster's  elementary  spelling  book  (having 
a  wooden  cover  and  red  or  black  cloth  back 
with  Esop's  Fables  in  it),  the  old  English 
reader,  Daibold's  Arithmetic,  Kirkam's 
Grammar,  and  all  kinds  of  geography  of  the 
earth,  and  Heaven  only  knows  what  else. 

All  of  the  parties  named  above  were  not 
patrons  of  this  school,  but  must  be  numbered 
as  of  that  'Old  crowd'  who  along  about  1849, 
perhaps  because  of  the  mental  and  moral  im- 
provement generated  in  that  old  'Intelligence 
Brooder7 — the  aforesaid  tamarack  log  school 
house— with  the  visions  before  them  of  Cali- 
fornia twenty  dollar  gold  pieces  coming  their 
way  as  thick  and  fast  as  snow  balls  around 
the  old  school  house  at  recess  time,  having 
pride  in  the  mental  development  of  their 
young  people,  and  conceiving  the  idea  of  pro- 
viding better  and  more  commodious  quarters 
for  a  school  where  the  pupils  might  be  pre- 
pared to  teach  or  to  enter  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity, called  a  meeting  where  a  committee 
was  appointed.  This  committee  circulated 
subscriptions  and  thus  raised  funds  to  build 
'the  Macomb  County  High  School,'  a  build- 
ing erected  on  the  northeast  corner  of  section 
16,  near  the  north  end  of  the  Utica  Plains. 
Some  contributed  material,  some  labor,  and 
some  money,  and  all  contributions  were 
promptly  forthcoming  under  the  charge  of 
Alonzo  M.  Keeler,  now  living  at  Richmond, 
then  a  young  man  just  out  of  Oberlin  College, 
who  worked  like  a  'major'  as  he  now  is  in 
fact,  having  earned  that  title  under  President 
Lincoln,  at  a  time  when  Southern  chivalry 
caused  Democrats  to  support  a  Republican 
administration  in  holding  together  our  Union 
of  States. 

"The  organization  employed  Mr.  Keeler  to 
build  the  school  house  and  engaged  him  to 
conduct  its  school  for  five  years,  and  the 
school  district  likewise  engaged  him  to  teach 
its  pupils  therein.  Messrs.  Monfore,  Church 
and  Noyes  donated  to  Mr.  Keeler,  ten  acres 
from  their  farms  which  cornered  at  the  site 
of  the  academy,  which  he  might  plat,  reserv- 
ing, however,  one  acre  as  the  academy  site. 
The  two-story  building  erected  was  soon 
filled  with  the  district  and  foreign  scholars 
from  far  and  near,  and  continued  during 
Major  Keeler 's  superintendency  and  long 
after  to  fulfill  the  expectations  of  its  pro- 
moters as  an  institution  of  learning.  About 
this  time,  its  name  was  changed  to  'Disco 
Academy,'  derived  from  the  Latin  word 
Disco,  signifying  to  learn,  under  which  name 
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it  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1855.  John 
Keeler,  Jeremiah  Curtis,  Philander  Ewell, 
Calvin  Pierce,  Edward  Petit,  Ira  S.  Pearsall, 
Chauncey  Church,  Alonzo  M.  Keeler  and 
Robert  R.  Harper  were  its  Trustees  and 
Isaac  Monfore  its  Secretary.  They  awarded 
stock  to  its  promoters  and  their  assignees, 
and  filed  its  articles  of  association  with  the 
Secretary  of  State;  the  building  and  site 
thereof  being  conveyed  to  the  Trustees,  nam- 
ing them  grantees  in  the  deed.  Mr.  Keeler 
was  allowed  the  use  of  the  property  free  of 
rent  and  he  in  turn  made  the  rent  free  to 
the  District,  which  paid  him  a  salary  that, 
together  with  the  tuition  paid  by  outside 
pupils,  constituted  his  compensation  for  the 
services  of  himself  and  his  assistant  teachers. 

"Disco  soon  had  its  postoffice,  its  stores, 
its  dwellings,  boarding  houses,  shops  and 
quite  a  commodious  hotel — the  Halfway 
House — for  the  four-horse  Concord  Coach 
Line,  carrying  the  U.  S.  mail  and  many  pas- 
sengers and  much  express  from  Royal  Oak, 
its  nearest  railroad  depot  to  Almont,  36 
miles  to  the  north.  There  was  life  in  every 
passing  moment,  and  when  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  talked  of  moving  Macomb 
County's  seat  to  a  point  more  central  than 
Mt.  Clemens,  an  evening  meeting  was  held 
at  the  Academy,  and  $15,000.00  and  a  site 
for  the  county  building  were  pledged  as  a 
donation  provided  Disco  was  designated  as 
Macomb  County's  seat.  Mt.  Clemens,  how- 
ever, was  too  shrewd  and  too  much  alive  to 
allow  the  resolution  to  submit  such  a  propo- 
sition to  the  vote  of  the  people  to  be  carried. 

"Succeeding  Mr.  Keeler  the  school  was 
taught  by  Prof.  S.  A.  Taft,  James  Lawson, 
Tyler  Cross,  Isaac  Monfore,  Mrs.  Robert  R. 
Harper,  Miss  Mary  F.  Monfort  and  Melli- 
cent  Connor  under  similar  arrangements  un- 
til September  25th,  1865.  At  this  time  an 
effort  was  made  to  secure  the  transfer  of 
the  property  of  the  Academy  to  the  school 
district  to  be  used  for  a  graded  or  a  union 
school.  This  effort  failing,  the  Trustees  al- 
lowed the  district  to  use  the  lower  room  of 
the  building,  the  District  keeping  the  prem- 
ises in  repair,  and  permitted  the  upper  room 
to  be  used  as  a  chapel  and  public  hall,  until 
about  December,  1890,  when  a  controversy 
arose  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  property. 
The  Disco  Literary  Society  had  been  organ- 
ized and  acquired  title  to  the  property  by 
deeds  from  Philander  Ewell,  Alonzo  M.  Kee- 
ler, and  Ira  S.  Pearsall,  the  then  only  sur- 
viving trustees.  The  school  district  also 
claimed  title  by  reason  of  its  long  possession, 


and  brought  a  suit  which  was  finally  deter- 
mined in  favor  of  the  Society.  On  January 
14th,  1903,  the  Society  conveyed  the  prop- 
erty to  the  District  for  the  nominal  sum  of 
$400.00  and  the  District  thus  became  the 
owner  of  its  first  school  house  site  and  prop- 
erty. Having  had  free  (practically)  use  of 
the  school  house  for  53  years,  the  District 
can  well  afford  to  pay  for  the  new  building 
which  is  now  being  erected  thereon. 

"It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  in  this  remi- 
niscence that  Isaac  Monfore  was  one  of  Michi- 
gan 's  earliest  teachers,  a  member  of  Michi- 
gan's first  Legislature  in  Gov.  Stephen  T. 
Mason's  time,  an  advocate  of  the  internal 
improvements  then  planned,  as  were  Charley 
Chapel — who  constructed  the  Clinton  and 
Kalamazoo  Canal  from  Mt.  Clemens  to 
Rochester,  and  who  after  its  failure  acquired 
the  title  of  the  canal  from  the  State  and  con- 
verted it  into  a  water  power  for  its  mills  at 
Utica — and  Gurdon  C.  Leech,  the  builder  of 
the  horse  railroad  from  Utica  to  Detroit, 
along  the  line  where  now  runs  the  Michigan 
Central.  These  men,  too,  were  all  advocates 
of  the  extension  of  the  United  States  west- 
ward to  the  Pacific.  The  energy  and  unsel- 
fishness of  men  of  this  stamp  promoted  the 
Disco  Academy.  It  has  served  its  purpose 
and  doubtless  now  is  still  wafting  its  silent 
beneficial  influence  in  many  a  community 
throughout  our  fairest  of  lands." 

Returning  from  the  memory  of  this  insti- 
tution of  learning  to  the  modern  schools  of 
Shelby,  we  find  them  cared  for  in  the  seven 
districts  with  school  property  estimated 
worth  $4,700.00  exclusive  of  the  Utica  Dis- 
trict, which  is  estimated  worth  $8,000.00. 
During  the  year  of  1904  $5,507  were  expend- 
ed for  educational  purposes.  The  Directors 
of  the  several  school  districts  are  as  follows : 
Dr.  G,  W.  Roberson,  Frank  Jean,  Pliny  P. 
Andrews,  Frank  Yates,  John  W.  Switzer, 
E.  G.  Keck  and  Eugene  Smith. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 


MACOMB   TOWNSHIP. 


On  the  7th  day  of  March,  1834,  the  Town- 
ship of  Macomb  was  organized  by  an  act  of 
the  territorial  legislature  of  that  date.  As 
first  organized,  it  was  composed  of  what  is 
now  both  the  townships  of  Chesterfield  and 
Macomb.  The  first  election  was  authorized 
to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Daniel  Shattuck, 
in  what  is  now  Chesterfield.  Flavius  Green- 
leaf  appears  to  have  been  the  first  Super- 
visor elected. 
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It  was  not  until  1842  that  this  double  town- 
ship was  divided,  and  the  present  town  of 
Macomb  became  territorially  independent. 
It  has  occurred  to  me,  that  a  glance  at  the 
different  locations  of  land,  made1  up  to  the 
organization  of  the  township,  might  be  prop- 
erly within  the  line  of  pioneer  reminiscence. 
The  records  at  hand  showing  the  order  in 
which  the  lands  in  the  town  were  first  taken 
up,  though  they  may  not  point  out  what 
lands  were  first  occupied  by  the  pioneers  of 
this  town,  will  serve  to  aid  us,  in  recalling 
who  they  were,  and  in  noting  them,  we  may 
lay  the  basis  for  such  enquiry  and  research, 
as  will  enable  someone  to  map  out  the  actual 
settlers,  on  the  date  of  the  town's  organiza- 
tion, which  may  be  taken  as  an  epoch  in  the 
history  of  the  Township. 

Within  the  lines  of  the  present  Town  of 
Macomb,  who  had  up  to  the  7th  of  March, 
1834,  invested  in  its  forests,  certainly  may 
be  an  interesting  question  on  this  occasion. 
Who  selected  the  first  lands?  And  from 
whence  did  they  come  ?  And  where  did  they 
choose  f  As  we  consider  these  queries,  there 
will  naturally  arise  that  other  one,  why  did 
they  select  as  they  did? 

The  first  entry  of  land  made  in  the  town, 
was  by  G.  B.  and  D.  G.  Ginochio,  of  Detroit, 
of  the  east  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  35,  on  the  12th  day  of  August,  1820. 

On  the  26th  day  of  June,  1821,  Alfred  Ash- 
ley, of  Mt.  Clemens,  purchased  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  east  half  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  the  same  section.  This  is  appar- 
ently the  mill  site  of  what  was  long  known  as 
the  Haskins  mill,  and  the  selection  is  evi- 
dence of  the  shrewd  foresight  of  Mr.  Ashley. 

The  third  parcel  of  land  sold  by  the  Gov- 
ernment was  the  east  half  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  25,  to  David  B.  Ford  on 
the  22nd  day  of  May,  1822. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  1822,  Belclen  Slosson 
of  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  took  up  the  north- 
west quarter  and  the  west  half  of  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  25,  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  and  also  the  south  half  and  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  36.  He  appears 
to  have  been  a  speculator,  as  I  have  been 
unable  to  find  any  evidence  of  his  having 
settled  on  these  lands. 

After  this  entry  nearly  three  years  passed 
before  another  was  sufficiently  courageous  to 
invest  in  the  town.  But  in  January,  1825, 
Tabor  Wilcox,  hailing  from  within  the  coun- 
ty, entered  the  E.  %  of  the  S.  E.  14  of  section 
24, — the  eighty  now  owned  by  Alfred  Stew- 


art,  and   long  known  as   the   Dave   Osgood 
farm. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1825,  William  Wilcox 
of  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  took  up  the  N.  E. 
%  of  section  25,  being  the  lands  next  south 
of  those  taken  in  January  by  Tabor  Wilcox. 
Probably  they  were  brothers.  Four  days 
afterwards,  Aaron  Conklin  and  Charles  Crit- 
tenden, together  took  up  the  S.  E.  %  of  sec- 
tion 25, — all  that  remained  of  Government 
lands  in  that  section. 

The  southeast  corner  of  the  town,  seems 
to  have  first  attracted  the  land  purchaser, 
whether  speculator,  or  settler  : — probably  be- 
cause of  its  proximity  to  the  then  thriving 
village  of  Mt.  Clemens. 

The  next  entry  indicates  a  bolder  spirit. 
It  was  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  town  on 
section  1,  and  was  made  by  Zephaniah 
Campbell  of  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  1825. 

Marquis  Nye,  who  registered  as  a  resident 
of  the  county  of  Macomb  (and  was,  I  think, 
of  the  town  of  Washington),  on  the  25th  of 
September,  1826,  saw,  or  thought  he  did,  the 
beauties  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  Perry 
M.  Bentley,  and  took  up  the  E.  y>  of  the 
N.  W.  14,  and  the  W.  y2  of  the  N.  E.  14  of 
section  6. 

Nearly  a  year  afterward,  on  the  26th  of 
July,  1827,  Daniel  Kniffen  took  up  the  E.  y2 
of  the  S.  E.  14  of  section  6. 

After  this  nearly  two  years  elapsed  before 
the  Town  catches  the  eye  of  a  purchaser,  as 
it  was  not  till  the  27th  day  of  June,  1829, 
that  the  next  entry  was  made  by  Denison  R 
Rose  of  Wayne  Co.  of  the  E.  y2oi.  the  N.  W. 
i/4  of  section  1,  the  lot  on  which  the  Meade 
P.  0.  is  situated. 

John  and  David  Crawford,  of  Yates  Co., 
N.  Y.,  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  1830,  located 
the  N.  E.  14  of  section  1,  and  commenced 
the  history  of  "Crawford's  Settlement." 

On  the  13th  day  of  November  of  the  same 
year,  Lester  Giddings  located  the  W.  y2  of 
the  S.  W.  14  of  section  5. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1831,  Daniel  Miller 
entered  the  E.  y2  of  the  N.  W.  14  of  section 
8,  and  seven  days  afterwards,  Samuel  G. 
Richards  of  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  purchased 
the  80  next  south,  the  E.  y2  of  the  S.  W.  y4 
of  section  8,  lands  now  held  by  Stephen 
Whitney. 

On  the  8th  of  the  next  month  of  June, 
1831,  Samuel  P.  Hooker,  of  Washington  Co., 
N.  Y.,  made  probably  the  largest  individual 
purchase  in  the  town,  so  far  as  quantity  is 
concerned.     He  located  800  acres,  taking"  the 
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W.  y2  of  the  S.  E.  %  of  section  8,  the  E.  y2 
of  the  N.  W.  %  and  W.  %  of  the  N.  E.  14 
and  the  whole  of  the  S.  E.  14  of  section  17; 
the  east  half  of  E.  y2  of  section  20;  the  E. 
i/2  of  N.  W.  14  of  section  33  and  the  W.  y2 
of  W.  %  of  section  21.  Evidently  he  sought 
to  occupy  or  hold  as  much  of  the  banks  of  the 
Middle  Branch  as  he  could.  With  his  pur- 
chases, he  enclosed  this  stream  for  two  and  a 
half  miles,  in  a  north  and  south  line.  Who 
can  account  for  his  apparently  strange  selec- 
tion? Was  it  because  only  the  banks  of  the 
streams  were  dry  land?  What  other  reason 
can  be  suggested,  for  this  rather  strange  se- 
lection? Certainly  this  stream  was  not  a  sub- 
stitute for  a  highway. 

On  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  June,  1831, 
Calvin  Davis  entered  the  W.  y>  of  the  N.  W. 
y  of  section  8,  and  the  E.  %  of  the  S.  W. 
14  of  section  5,  and  Daniel  Miller  entered 
the  W.  y2  of  the  N.  E.  y  of  section  8. 

With  the  next  entry,  we  read  the  name  of 
one  of  whom  many  odd  anecdotes  are  told, 
of  his  eccentricities,  wit  and  quaint  humor. 
It  was  of  the  W.  %  of  the  S.  E.  %  of  sec- 
tion 24,  on  the  8th  of  Sept.,  1831,  and  by 
Uncle  "Kale  Chappel"  as  he  was  long  known. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  1831,  Ira  H.  Chap- 
man of  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  took  up  the  W.  y2 
of  the  N.  E.  14  of  section  12.  And  on  the 
19th  Elizur  Webster,  Jr.,  of  Genessee  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  Alphous  W.  Fargo,  of  the  same 
county,  took  up,  respectively  in  the  order 
named,  the  S.  W.  y  and  the  N.  W.  14  of 
section  28. 

In  February,  1832,  Calvin  Davis  entered 
as  an  extension  of  his  landed  possessions,  the 
W.  y2  of  the  N.  W.  %  of  section  5.  It  is 
recorded  that  on  the  24th  day  of  October, 
1832,  Elihu  Rice,  of  Macomb  Co.,  took  up 
the  S.  E.  y  of  the  S.  E.  14  of  section  34. 
And  in  November,  of  the  same  year,  the  S. 
E.  %  of  the  S.  E.  y  of  section  11,  the  lands 
long  occupied  by  Eeuben  Warner,  were  taken 
up  by  Peter  Robinson,  and  the  forty,  next 
east,  the  S.  W.  y  of  the  S.  W.  y  of  section 
12,  by  David  IT.  Robinson,  both  credited  to 
Macomb  County  and  probably  some  way 
related. 

,.In  1833,  on  the  7th  of  May,  John  Craw- 
ford extended  his  purchase  to  the  N.  E.  14  of 
the  N.  E.  14  of  section  12.  And  George 
Stroup,  on  the  next  day,  entered  the  E.  % 
of  the  N.  E.  y  of  section  14.  On  the  30th 
of  the  same  month,  Samuel  P.  Hooker  found 
another  piece  of  the  bank  of  the  Middle 
Branch,  in  the  E.  y2  of  the  N.  W.  14  of  sec- 
tion 33,  and  bought  it. 


On  the  6th  day  of  June,  1833,  David  Dun- 
can, of  Genessee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  invested  in  the 
N.  E.  y  of  section  7,  and  commenced  his 
successful  demonstration  that  energy,  indus- 
try and  perseverance  are  sure  to  win.  Julius 
Keyes,  registering  from  Macomb  Co.,  entered 
the  E.  y2  of  the  N.  E.  y  of  section  2,  the  1st 
of  July,  1833.  And  in  Sept.  and  October, 
David  McVean,  of  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  took 
up  120  acres  in  the  S.  W.  y  of  section  33. 
He,  like  Mr.  Hooker,  for  some  reason,  fancied 
the  banks  of  the  Middle  Branch.  In  the  same 
month,  Laucius  Haskins,  probably  to  perfect 
his  mill  site,  and  avoid,  as  he  did  to  a  great 
extent,  the  opportunity  for  litigation,  took 
up  the  S.  W.  y  of  the  S.  W.  y  of  section 
35 ;  and  Charles  F.  Witt  demonstrated  his 
wit  by  paying  government  price  for  the  sand 
hills  on  the  E.  y2  of  the  N.  W.  y  and  the 
W.  y2  of  the  N.  E.  y  section  numbered  24. 
And  Brooks  Howard,  of  Alleghany  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  displayed  similar  judgment  in  taking  the 
E.  14  of  the  S.  E.  y  of  section  12,  on  the 
9th  of  November.  Charles  Tucker,  from 
"down  the  River'7  as  we  say,  gobbled  up  the 
W.  %  of  the  N.  W.  y  of  section  13,  on  the 
10th  of  December. 

So  far  as  we  can  learn  from  the  records  at 
hand,  these  are  the  only  lands  sold  prior  to 
the  first  organization  of  the  township.  A 
map  of  the  lands  sold  would  be  a  little  odd. 
It  would  show  that  quite  an  amount  of  lands 
at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  town,  on  sec- 
tions 35  and  36,  24  and  25,  had  been  entered, 
together  with  a  few  scattering  lots  on  the 
easterly  side,  and  the  most  of  section  1. 
That  only  one  section,  25,  had  been  wmolly 
taken.  Beyond  this  the  purchasers  had  se- 
lected along  the  Middle  Branch,  and  near 
there,  from  the  south  line,  on  section  33, 
northerly,  to  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
Town.  Most  all  of  section  6  had  been  taken 
up. 

A  glance  at  the  records  of  entries,  shows 
that  the  sales  of  lands  in  the  Township  were 
rapid,  immediately  after  the  organization. 
Municipal  government,  and  "Home  Rule/' 
were  as  attractive  in  those  clays  as  in  these, 
it  seems.  In  1834,  many  purchases  were 
made,  and  many  settlements  started,  that 
have  lived  by  name  ever  since.  Their  begin- 
ning and  history  would  form  the  subject  of 
a  long  and  most  interesting  paper,  and  it 
would  be  unjust,  in  the  time  allotted  me,  to 
attempt  even  a  mention  of  them.  And  we 
therefore  leave  it  to  be  the  basis  of  some 
future  article. 

In  1835,  the  purchases  of  the  public  lands 
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were  still  rapid,  and  almost  all  the  lands  in 
the  township  were  entered  before  the  close 
of  1836.  I  noticed  one  entry,  in  section  19, 
as  late  as  October,  1851,  the  S.  W.  y±  of  the 
N.  E.  %  taken  up  by  Francis  T.  Allen.  How 
this  forty  came  to  remain  so  long  unappro- 
priated is  somewhat  strange,  and  how  Mr. 
Allen  discovered  the  omission,  and  who  he 
was,  are  queries  well  worth  following  out. 

New  York  furnished  by  far  the  largest 
share  of  the  early  investors,  as  well  as  the 
largest  number  of  actual  pioneers.  There 
were,  however,  representatives  from  Maine, 
Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts,  Ohio,  Virginia  and  even 
North  Carolina.  James  Brown,  of  Bertie 
County,  N.  C,  in  July,  1835,  took  up  840 
acres  of  what  are  now  very  productive  lands, 
on  sections  33,  34,  27  and  28. 

From  1820  to  1834,  fourteen  years,  only 
about  5,000  of  the  over  23,000  acres  in  the 
township,  had  passed  to  private  ownership. 
The  remaining  18,000  acres  were  taken  up 
in  the  three  years  following  the  organization 
of  the  Town,  with  the  exception  I  have  men- 
tioned, of  what  I  may  call  the  lost  forty,  on 
section  19. 

Fifty-four  years  have  passed  since  that 
date.  Few  remain,  of  those  living  here  then, 
and  as  their  descendants  gather  together  and 
attempt  to  put  on  paper  a  little  of  their  his- 
tory, how  naturally  and  how  clearly  we  see 
cause  to  regret  that  a  systematic  record  of 
their  trials  and  labors  had  not  been  earlier 
started  and  carefully  preserved. 

"In  the  growth  of  the  Town;  in  its  muni- 
cipal history,  and  in  the  peaceful  habits  and 
prosperity  of  their  successors,  we  trace  clear- 
ly the  influence  of  the  sterling  and  worthy 
character  of  the  earlier  pioneer  of  Macomb." 

The  foregoing  concerning  the  settlement 
of  the  township  of  Macomb  is  quoted  from 
an  article  prepared  by  the  late  James  B.  El- 
dredge  to  be  read  before  a  pioneer  meeting 
some  fifteen  years  ago,  and  where  reference 
is  made  to  present  ownership,  it  must  be  un- 
derstood to  refer  to  about  1890. 

One  of  the  earliest  improvements  within 
the  limits  of  the  township,  aside  from  dwel- 
lings, was  the  saw  mill,  which  was  erected  by 
Thomas  Ashley  on  the  North  Branch  about 
on  the  site  of  the  mill  afterwards  called  Has- 
kin's  mill  and  later  Denewith's  mill.  This 
was  built  in  1821  and  was  run  during  the 
following  winter  by  Horace  Cady,  who  had 
taken  up  lands  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. In  the  summer  of  1822,  an  addition 
was  made  sufficient  to   accommodate  a  run 


of  stone  for  a  grist  mill.  In  1826,  Mr.  Has- 
kins  bought  the  mills,  and  he  with  his  son 
took  up  lands  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. The  coming  of  the  Halls  and  Critten- 
dens  in  the  early  thirties,  and  the  purchases 
by  William  McDonald,  a  saddler  who  had 
come  from  New  Jersey,  and  lived  in  Mt. 
Clemens  for  a  few  years,  filled  up  the  south- 
east section  of  the  township.  Two  brothers 
and  five  sisters  of  the  Hall  family  settled  in 
the  county,  and  most  of  them  in  the  township 
of  Macomb.  They  were  Isaac  Hall,  who  pur- 
chased land  at  the  northeast  corner  of  sec- 
tion 15,  in  the  northwest  corner  of  section  14, 
where  his  son  Frank  now  lives,  and  his  son 
Isaac  lived  until  his  death  a  few  years  ago; 
John  Hall,  who  purchased  a  large  portion  of 
section  36,  including  the  farms  now  owned 
by  Columbus  Hall,  Harry  Hall,  the  Skillman 
Estate,  John  and  Conrad  Lemp ;  Catherine 
Crittenden  and  Susan  Conklin,  whose  hus- 
bands, Charles  Crittenden  and  Aaron  Conk- 
lin, took  up  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
25 ;  Sally  Gamber,  whose  husband,  Benjamin 
Camber,  lived  next  north  of  the  Conklin 
place,  and  Hannah  Stroup  and  Lydia  Cole. 
The  Crittenden  family,  aside  from  Charles, 
were  located  mostly  in  Chesterfield. 

The  Stroup  settlement  in  the  north  central 
portion  of  the  township  had  for  its  old  set- 
tlers, George  Stroup,  H.  H.  Wade,  John  Gar- 
vin, Reuben  Warner,  John  and  Samuel  Whit- 
ney, Elias  M.  Beach  and  James  Perkins.  The 
Davis  settlement  in  the  northwestern  portion 
of  the  township  had  for  its  early  pioneers, 
Calvin  Davis,  Chauncey  Church,  Daniel 
KnifTen,  Lester  Giddings,  and  Daniel  Miller. 
To  accommodate  these  and  the  others  who 
settled  in  the  neighborhood,  a  post  office 
was  established  as  early  as  1830,  which  to- 
gether with  the  community,  was  called  Ma- 
comb. E.  S.  Axtell  was  postmaster  here  for 
a  number  of  years  and  a  general  store  was 
long  maintained  there,  the  present  proprietor 
being  William  L.  Schoof.  Here  a  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  was  long  ago  established, 
and  has  ever  since  been  maintained.  Among 
the  many  other  names  associated  with  Ma- 
comb, are  Longstaff,  Millers,  Norton  and 
Preston.  The  passing  of  the  plank  road  ai#I 
stage  coach  much  lessened  the  importance  of 
this  community. 

Macomb  Township  contains  an  amusing 
evidence  of  the  wild  spirit  of  enterprise  that 
possessed  the  state  in  the  thirties,  in  the  city 
of  Frankfort,  which  was  platted  in  sections 
30  and  31,  April  25th,  1837.  Its  four  hun- 
dred lots  were  platted  along  broad  streets 
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about  a  center  marked  "extensive  salt 
spring."  These  were  undoubtedly  the  cause 
for  the  existence  of  Frankfort,  and  produced 
more  wild  visions  than  they  did  of  salt.  The 
farmer  who  now  plows  over  the  site  of 
Frankfort  undoubtedly  has  little  idea  of  the 
hopes  and  disappointments  connected  with 
that  spot. 

At  a  comparatively  early  day,  a  general  in- 
flux of  German  settlers  were  attracted  by 
the  rich  soil  of  Macomb,  and  today  a  large 
portion  of  the  best  lands  of  the  township, 
particularly  in  the  southwestern  portion,  are 
occupied  by  those  who  claim  German  blood. 
Waldenburg  is  the  name  given  to  a  settle- 
ment at  the  corners  of  sections  28,  29,  32  and 
33,  at  which  point  a  saw  mill  has  for  a  long 
time  been  maintained.  A  general  store, 
church  and  school,  wagon  shop  and  other 
places  of  business  are  found  here.  A  little 
north  of  Waldenburg  proper  is  located  the 
"Waldenburg  Skimming  Station  run  in  con- 
nection with  the  Chesterfield  Creamery, 
which  furnishes  the  market  for  the  milk  of 
the  prosperous  farmers  in  the  neighborhood. 

Meade  is  a  post  office  situated  in  the  north- 
eastern corner  of  the  township,  and  around 
the  store  and  other  business  places  has  grown 
up  a  little  community  of  about  two  hundred 
people.  A  general  store  there  was  estab- 
lished the  writer  believes  by  Myron  White 
in  1848  at  a  time  when  the  locality  was 
known  as  Vienna.  It  has  since  been  run  by 
Collins,  the  Begrows  and  Lefurgey.  Another 
name  intimately  associated  with  Meade  is 
the  family  of  Jones,  three  brothers  of  whom 
are  located  near  Meade  and  married  three 
sisters  from  the  Hart  family. 

The  first  school  in  the  township  was  in  the 
Davis  settlement  and  the  second  in  the  Craw- 
ford settlement.  This  latter  was  almost  on 
the  town  line  of  Ray  and  was  built  in  1839. 
Among  its  earliest  teachers  were  Mary  E. 
Garvin,  Sarah  0.  Garvin,  Thurston  and 
Mason  Cole,  For  school  purposes,  Macomb 
is  now  divided  into  ten  districts  and  has 
school  property  of  the  estimated  value  of 
$9,500.00.  In  1904-05  $2,735.00  was  paid  on 
teachers'  wages  in  this  township,  there  be- 
ing nine  months'  school  in  most  of  the  dis- 
tricts. 

The  Supervisors  of  the  township  have 
been  :  Flaver  Greenleaf ,  1834 ;  Calvin  Davis, 
1835-37  (County  Commissioners  1838-43)  ; 
Joel  W.  Manley,  1843-44;  Stewart  Taylor, 
1845-6;  William  McDonald,  1847-8;  Stewart 
Taylor,  1849 ;  Calvin  Davis,  1850 ;  Hiram  M. 
Jenny,    1851-3;    Perry    M.    Bentley,    1854; 


Hiram  M.  Jenney,  1855 ;  Samuel  Whitney, 
1856;  Orange  Foot,  1857;  Samuel  Whitney, 
1858;  Horace  H.  Cady,  1859-72;  Jacob 
Stroup,  1873-77;  Alfred  Stewart,  1878; 
Jacob  Stroup,  1879-81 ;  John  C.  Bolte,  1882-3 ; 
Carl  Juengel,  1884-1900;  Henry  Bannow, 
1900-1905. 

The  Clerks  of  the  township  have  been: 
James  Meldrum,  1834;  Daniel  Shattuck, 
1835;  Charles  F.  Witt,  1838;  Daniel  Shat- 
tuck, 1839 ;  Samuel  P.  Canfield,  1841 ;  David 
Stroup,  1842 ;  H.  R.  Wilder,  1849 ;  C.  P.  Crit- 
tenden, 1853  ;  Damon  B.  '  Weston,  1854-5 ; 
John  H.  C.  Garvin,  1856 ;  William  Gamber, 
1857 ;  Jacob  Stroup,  1858-60 ;  Cyrus  B.  Rice, 
1861 ;  Jacob  Stroup,  1862-64 ;  H.  A.  Haskin, 
1865 ;  Elisha  L.  Atkins,  1866-68 ;  John  Bolte, 
1869;  Jacob  Stroup,  1870-72;  Gordon  H. 
Wade,  1873-74 ;  Elisha  L.  Atkins,  1875 ;  Gor- 
don H.  Wade,  1876-97 ;  William  Miller,  1898- 
1900;  John  D.  Peters,  1901-1902;  William 
Dopp,  1903-05. 

The  Treasurers  of  the  township  have  been : 
Laucius   Haskin,    1834 ;    Daniel    Miller    and 
Charles  Van  Horn  (between  1834  and  1854)  ; 
John  Bacon,  1854;  Benjamin  Gamber,  1855; 
Dan  Giddings,  1856-7;  John  Jackson,  1858- 
1859 ;  H.  H.  Wade,  1860-61 ;  William  Norton, 
1862-63;    Charles    Briggs,    1864;    Fred    Jas- 
mund,  1866-8 ;  John  Klokow,   1869 ;  August 
C.   Posner,   1870-77;   Carl  Juengel,   1878-79; 
Fred  Jasmund,  1880-81 ;  Carl  Juengel,  1882- 
1883 ;  Chas.  H.  Berger,  1884-85 ;  John  Schock, 
1886-7 ;     Henry     Kuechenmeister,     1888-89 
John  Schock,  1890-91;  Louis  Stier,  1892-93 
John  Schwark,  1894-95 ;  John  Nicol,  1896-97 
John  Kruth,   1898-99;  Louis  Stier,  1900-01 
Carl  F.  Miller,  1902-03;  Christ  Dopp,  1904- 
1905. 

The  population  of  the  township  as  per 
census  returns  has  been  as  follows : 

1837 736        1874 1793 

1840 952        1880 2045 

1845 646        1884 1954 

1850 757        1890 1721 

1854 1044        1894 1639 

1860 1358        1900 1677 

1864 1413        1904 1609 

1870 1805 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  of 
the  township  as  equalized  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  has  been  as  follows : 

1842  $  49,899.00 

1846  43,709.00 

1851  53,987.00 

1856  279,464.00 

1861  241,640.00 

1866  281,900.00 
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1871  348,650.00 

1876  355,000.00 

1881  953,000.00 

1886  800,000.00 

1891  820,000.00 

1896  860,000.00 

1901  980,000.00 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


CHESTERFIELD  TOWNSHIP  AND  NEW  BALTIMORE. 

The    township    of    Chesterfield   was    sepa- 
rated from  Macomb   in  1842,   and  the  first 
election   directed   to   be   held   at  the   school 
house  near  the  residence  of  Charles  B.  Mat- 
thews.    This  township,  although  one  of  the 
last  to  be  organized  as  a  separate  township, 
was  settled  among  the  earliest.     Pierre  Yax 
was  on  private  claim  343  earlier  than  1796, 
as  were  the  tenants  of  Meldrum  &  Parke  on 
the   private   claims   awarded   to    them,    and 
there  were  also  tenants  of  Meldrum  &  Parke 
at  the  salt  springs  in  section  11.    The  earliest 
purchase  from  the  Government  aside  from 
the    private    claims    was    made    by    Fabian 
Robert  jean  of  the  west  half  of  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  11,  which  was  made  Au- 
gust 28th,  1820.    James  C.  Edgerly  made  the 
second  entry  in  1822  of  lands  in  section  30, 
now  owned  by  Brandenburg.     This  was  the 
first  improvement  away  from  the  lake  shore. 
He  was  the  first  English  speaking  settler  in 
the  township.    Fabian  Jean  was  born  on  the 
Clinton    River   in    1820.      Some    of   his    de- 
scendants are  still  residents  of  the  county. 
Among  the  others  who  purchased  lands  from 
the  Government  prior  to  1830  were  Robert 
and  Moses  Robert  jean  in  section  13,  Dennis 
Furton,  Robert  Robert  jean,  Jerman  Burgess 
in  section  14,  Antoine,  Charles  and  Abraham 
Rivard  in  section  22,  Dolly  Lewis,  William 
T.  Little  in  section  23;   Michael  Rivard  in 
section  27.    As  in  the  other  towns  during  the 
early   30  ?s   the  bulk   of  the   land   was   pur- 
chased from  the  Government.    Among  those 
who  came  during  this  period  were  Chauncey 
Ilerriman,  William  Phelps,  Robert  Kirkum, 
Allen  II.  Kirkum,  Samuel  Richardson,  Henry 
Fullerton,  Peatheanea  Kirkum,  Josiah  Rich- 
ardson, Peter  Hart,   Silas  Leonard,   Samuel 
Farr,   James   Hart,   Ann    Crawford,    Robert 
Crawford,  John  Harris,  Allen  Farr,  Archi- 
bald   J.    Corey,    Chester    Hart,    James    W. 
Proper,  Charles  Cooley,  Charles  B.  Matthews, 
William  Allen,  Aaron  Hulin,  Joseph  Herri- 
man,    Catherine    Cook,    Russell    A.    Bates, 
Joseph  C.  Rivard,  Maglore  and  Charles  J. 


Furton,  Leonard  and  Tousaint  Delona,  Henry 
Fox,  L.  C.  Rivard,  Eliza  B.  Atkins,  Edwin 
Jenney,  Charles  W.  Fuller,  John  and  Joseph 
Ilerriman,  Robert  and  Joseph  Milton,  John 
Crittenden,  Jesse  Goodsell,  Joshua  C.  Parker, 
Charles  F.  Witt,  Elisha  Weller,  Daniel  Shat- 
tuck,  Zara  Granger,  Ruth  Fairchild,  Otis  W. 
Cotton,  Isaac  Davis,  Aaron  Whiting,  Abel 
Whitney,  Lucretia  Haskin,  Charles  Ketcham, 
John  Hill  and  John  Lusk. 

The  Indian  Reservation  lying  between  the 
River  aux  Vase  and  Salt  River  has  been  re- 
ferred to  before.  A  part  of  these  Indians 
separated  from  the  Maconce  band  in  1831 
and  the  remainder  were  removed  from  the 
county  in  1838.  The  lands  thus  vacated  were 
rapidly  taken  up  in  1839,  largely  by  land 
speculators  or  neighboring  settlers. 

For  school  purposes,  Chesterfield  town- 
ship is  divided  into  eight  districts  besides 
the  Lake  Fractional  District,  which  includes 
the  school  at  New  Baltimore  known  as  the 
Hathaway  Institute.  The  school  property 
included  in  these  eight  districts  is  estimated 
to  be  worth  $7,100.00,  and  during  the  past 
year  $2,223.00  was  paid  for  teachers'  wrages 
in  the  district.  Aside  from  this,  some  de- 
nominational schools  are  maintained  in  con- 
nection with  the  churches.  New  Baltimore 
school  will  be  noticed  more  at  length  in  con- 
nection with  the  history  of  that  village. 

The  principal  officers  of  the  township  since 
its  organization  have  been  as  follows : 

Supervisors  :  Countv  Commissioners,  1842- 
1843;  Samuel  P.  Canfield,  1843;  Benjamin  T. 
Castle,  1844-5;  Cyrus  B.  Symmons,  1846-7; 
Charles  B.  Matthews,  1848;  Cyrus  B.  Sym- 
mons, 1849;  Samuel  P.  Canfield,  1850;  Eber 

C.  Denison,  1851-2 ;  Samuel  P.  Canfield,  1853 ; 
Eber  C.  Denison,  1854;  Charles  B.  Matthews, 
1855;  Joshua  C.  Parker,  1856;  Joseph  Hub- 
bard,  1857-58;  Parker  Hart,   1859;   Charles 

D.  Crittenden,  I860;  John  Milton,  1861-64 
Ford  L.  Milton,  1865;  Parker  Hart,  1866 
Joel  Hart,  1867-69;  Charles  D.  Crittenden 
1870 ;  Joel  Hart,  1871 ;  John  Milton,  1872-76 
Warren  Parker,  1877-78;  Joel  Hart,  1879 
William  Baker,  1880 ;  William  C.  Jones,  1881 
Warren  Parker,  1882-85;  Charles  Yates, 
1886-1905. 

Clerks:  Robert  A.  Milton,  1842;  Robert 
W.  Knight,  1843;  Charles  B.  Matthews,  1844- 
1846 ;  Joshua  C.  Parker,  1848 ;  Hiram  Deni- 
son, 1849 ;  Robert  O.  Milton,  1850-53 ;  Living- 
ston Axford,  1854;  Hiram  Denison,  1855; 
William  D.  Holt,  1856;  Rodolphus  Kern, 
1857;  D.  N.  Taylor,  1858;  James  Maeauley, 
I860;    Albert    Hendricks,     1861;    John    J. 
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Crocker,    1862;    Andrew   J.    Rose,    1863-64; 
Erastus    Q.    Chamberlin,    1865;    Andrew    J. 
Rose,  1866  ;  Francis  Johr,  1867 ;  William  Ran- 
dall,   1868;  C.  J.  Glenn,  1869;  Lewis  Rose 
1870 ;  Eda  W.  Shattuck,  1871 ;  C.  L.  Bradish 
1872;  Sidney  0.  Knight,  1873;  C.  L.  Bradish 
1874-75;  P.  F.  H.  Schars,  1876;  John  Han 
sien,    1877-78;   Joseph   M.   Wilson,    1879-80 
Christian  Sehlosser,  1881-89 ;  A.  Barton  Per 
kins,   1890;   Christian   Schlosser,   1891-1900 
Loren  D.  Bates,  1901 ;  Rudolph  Friday,  1902- 
1903;  Charles  Gibbons,  1904-05. 

Treasurers  :  Zalmon  M.  Gray,  1842 ;  John 
Bates,  1843;  Joshua  C.  Parker,  1844-46; 
Parker  Hart,  1847-49 ;  Charles  B.  Matthews, 
1850-51;  John  Milton,  1852-53;  Robert  A. 
King,  1854-55 ;  Charles  D.  Crittenden,  1856- 
1857;  Charles  S.  Knight,  1858;  Joel  Hart, 
1860;  D.  M.  Mills,  1861-62;  L.  H.  Canfield, 
1863-64 ;  Moses  K.  Bortree,  1865 ;  Amos  Van 
Horn,  1866 ;  George  W.  Douglass,  1867 ;  Wil- 
liam Baker,  1868-69;  Addis  L.  Hacknell, 
1870-71 ;  William  Baker,  1872-78 ;  Sidney  O. 
Knight,  1879-80 ;  William  Baker,  1881-82 ;  S. 

A.  Knight,  188.3-84;  Christian  Schnoor,  Jr., 
1885-86;  S.  A.  Knight,  1887-88;  William 
Baker,  1889-90 ;  S.  A.  Knight,  1891-92 ;  Wil- 
liam Baker,  1893-94 ;  S.  A.  Knight,  1895-96 ; 
August  F.  Reinecke,  1897-98;  Rudolph  Fri- 
day, 1899-1900;  Chas.  E.  Hills,  1901-02;  John 

B.  Lozen,  1903 ;  Chas.  E.  Hills,  1904-05. 

The  village  of  New  Haven  in  the  township 
of  Lenox  was  for  a  long  time  the  railroad 
shipping  point  for  a  large  portion  of  the 
township  of  Chesterfield.  The  plank  road 
running  from  New  Baltimore  to  New  Haven 
(then  called  New  Haven  Station)  furnished 
the  main  thoroughfare  for  farmers  in  that 
vicinity.  During  the  summer  months,  how- 
ever, the  larger  portion  of  the  products  left 
New  Baltimore  by  boat.  The  establishment 
of  Chesterfield  station  in  section  30  on  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway,  however,  opened  a 
new  shipping  point,  and  the  completion  of 
the  Detroit  &  River  St.  Clair  Railway  (now 
a  part  of  the  Rapid  Railway  system),  1898, 
gave  to  New  Baltimore  and  the  other  terri- 
tory along  its  line,  additional  railroad  facili- 
ties. About  the  churches  on  sections  8  and 
17  and  the  school,  located  nearby,  has  grown 
up  a  little  settlement  known  as  Milton  which 
for  a  long  time  had  a  post  office.  Its  aban- 
donment within  the  last  year  or  two  has 
been  due  to  the  establishment  of  numerous 
rural  delivery  routes. 

In  1845,  Alfred  Ashley,  son  of  Thomas 
Ashley,  of  whom  frequent  mention  is  made 
in   the   history   of  Mt.   Clemens,   moved   to 


Chesterfield  Township  and  founded  the  vil- 
lage of  Ashley,  now  New  Baltimore.  Here 
he  built  the  first  saw  mill  and  the  first  dock, 
and  afterwards  constructed  the  first  steam- 
boat at  this  place,  and  who  was  also  active 
in  the  building  of  the  plank  road  to  Romeo, 
and  from  the  time  of  his  coming  to  the  town- 
ship until  his  death  there  in  1857,  he  re- 
mained its  most  prominent,  active  and  pro- 
gressive citizen.  June  5th,  1851,  he  platted 
the  village  of  Ashley,  and  he,  together  with 
his  wife,  Euphemia  Atwood  Ashley,  for 
years  owned  a  large  part  of  the  real  estate 
in  the  village.  In  1867,  the  village  was  in- 
corporated, including  within  its  limits  also 
a  portion  of  the  township  of  Ira,  in  the 
County  of  St.  Clair.  At  about  this  time  or 
prior  thereto  the  name  of  New  Baltimore  was 
adopted.  During  the  60 's  and  the  early 
70  's,  the  village  of  New  Baltimore  was  an 
active,  progressive  business  place,  prob- 
ably shipping  out  more  agricultural  and 
manufactured  products  than  any  other  point 
in  the  county.  At  the  time  of  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  village,  the  stave  industry  was 
probably  at  about  its  best.  Three  large  stave 
mills,  employing  hundreds  of  hands,  were  in 
full  operation.  The  Ashley  mill  was  the  first 
one  established,  and  later  another  mill  was 
built  under  the  management  of  William  Jen- 
ney,  but  soon  afterwards  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Horace  Perkins,  and  in  the  late  60  's 
was  the  largest  mill  in  operation  there. 
Another  mill,  which  stood  near  where  the 
New  Baltimore  creamery  now  stands,  was 
built  by  David  Hathaway,  and  at  that  time 
was  operated  by  Gilbert  Hathaway,  his  son. 
James  S.  P.  Hathaway  later  succeeded  to  this 
mill  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  the 
wealthiest  citizen  of  the  village.  Other  peo- 
ple interested  in  the  mills  from  time  to  time 
were  F.  Morell,  Icabod  L.  Quimby  and 
Crockett  McElroy. 

In  1859  the  business  men  of  New  Baltimore 
included  Elias  Parker,  proprietor  of  the  Ash- 
ley Exchange;  Peter  Schars,  hotel  keeper; 
the  merchants  being,  Frisbie  &  Whipple,  J. 
M.  Wilson,  E.  Fishpool,  Jas.  S.  P.  Hathaway, 
Taylor  &  Steiger,  R.  Kern,  C.  Desha,  F.  Mil- 
ler, G.  Prince,  Wanke  &  Co.,  T.  O'Neil,  W. 
D.  Holt,  Haskin  &  Hudson,  J.  H.  Simpson, 
J.  Rehfuss,  J.  W.  Leonard,  C.  Terry,  G.  L. 
Phelps,  J.  F.  Buffum,  R.  Jones,  W.  Seybold, 
A.  J.  Heath ;  Gilbert  Hathaway  was  then  de- 
scribed as  banker,  broker  and  stave  dealer, 
and  Alfred  Ashley,  as  proprietor  of  steam 
saw  mill;  J.  Hubbard,  stave  inspector;  C. 
Hultgren,  cooper;  C.  L.  Cole,  livery;  P.  M. 
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Whipple,  wagon  maker ;  A.  J.  Bates,  cabinet 
maker;  D.  S.  Grosvenor,  mason;  H.  Hazel- 
ton,  sash  and  blind  manufacturer ;  Hendricks 
&  Shoemaker,  stave  dealers;  C.  P.  Hooker, 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  A.  E.  Van  Inwagen, 
T.  Howell  and  D.  Hedges,  blacksmiths. 

The  presidents,  clerks  and  treasurers  of 
the  village  since  1883  have  been  as  follows : 

Presidents  :  Joseph  M.  Wilson,  1883  ;  Wil- 
liam Randall,  1884 ;  John  Carlson,  1885 ;  Wil- 
liam Randall,  1886 ;  D.  Milo  Heath,  1887-92 ; 
Jos.  M.  Wilson,  1893-94;  D.  Milo  Heath, 
1895 ;  Jos.  M.  Wilson,  1896 ;  Robert  A.  Heath, 
1897-98;  August  F.  Reinecke,  1899-1904; 
Floyd  C.  Andrews,  1905. 

Clerks :  Edward  Van  Slambrook,  1883-86 ; 
A.  Barton  Perkins,  1887-92;  Rudolph  Friday, 
1893-1905. 

Treasurers:  Albert  Perkins,  1883;  Chris- 
tian Schnoor,  1884-87;  A.  B.  Perkins,  1888- 
1889;  August  F.  Reinecke,  1890-91;  Alfred 
Beuchler,  1892-93;  D.  Milo  Heath,  1894; 
Charles  A.  Miller,  1895 ;  August  F.  Reinecke, 
1896-97 ;  Charles  E.  Hill,  1898-99 ;  Sydney  A. 
Knight,  1900-01;  Alfred  Beuchler,  1902-03; 
Sydney  A.  Knight,  1904-05. 

The  press  is  represented  in  New  Balti- 
more by  the  Era,  which  was  established  May 
27th,  1897,  by  its  present  owner  and  editor, 
Frank  W.  Andrews.  The  plant  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  January  15th,  1899,  but, 
Phoenix-like,  it  rose  from  its  ashes  and  its 
publication  continued  without  a  serious 
break,  with  a  new  outfit  and  improved  ap- 
pearance. The  Era  was  not  the  first  venture 
in  the  newspaper  line  known  to  New  Balti- 
more. As  was  natural  in  the  days  of  its 
prosperity,  New  Baltimore  attracted  those 
ambitious  to  succeed  in  journalism.  About 
1853,  Thomas  M.  Perry  started  at  Ashley  a 
paper  called  the  Ashley  Independent.  Al- 
though this  paper  was  compelled  to  suspend 
publication  after  a  short  life,  the  same  name 
was  used  a  few  years  later  by  Martin  B. 
Ferris,  for  the  paper  which  he  published  at 
Ashley.  The  business  of  the  village  and  the 
population  of  the  surrounding  country  evi- 
dently did  not  justify  the  venture,  and  Mr. 
Ferris  soon  abandoned  the  enterprise  and 
moved  to  Indiana. 

The  schools  of  New  Baltimore  are  under 
the  direction  of  a  Board  of  Education,  con- 
sisting of  William  Baker,  Dr.  L.  P.  May, 
Christian  Schlosser,  Frederick  C.  Miller  and 
Rudolph  Friday.  Mr.  E,  E.  Crook  is  super- 
intendent of  the  schools  and  is  assisted  by 
seven  teachers.  The  school  is  well  equipped 
with  a  good  library  and  laboratory  facili- 


ties, and  is  housed  in  an  unusually  fine  brick 
building.  In  October,  1871,  Gilbert  Hatha- 
way, long  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
the  village,  died,  and  by  his  will  provided 
for  a  legacy  of  $15,000.00  to  the  village  of 
New  Baltimore  to  be  used  for  the  purposes 
of  a  high  school  building.  Difficulties  arose 
in  the  administration  of  the  estate  which  led 
to  a  long  litigation  between  the  village  and 
James  S.  P.  Hathaway,  residuary  legatee 
under  the  will  of  his  father,  Gilbert.  The 
funds,  when  finally  made  available  to  the 
village,  were  supplemented  by  additional 
moneys  raised  by  the  public,  and  a  building, 
now  estimated  to  be  worth  $20,000.00,  has 
been  erected  on  a  handsome  site  and  forms 
one  of  the  chief  adornments  of  the  village. 

Attracted  particularly  by  this  excellent 
building,  the  authorities  in  1904  established 
the  county  normal  school  at  New  Baltimore, 
of  which  the  Board  is  made  up  of  the  Hon. 
P.  H.  Kelly,  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction ;  O.  D.  Thompson,  county  commis- 
sioner of  schools,  and  Prof.  E.  E.  Crook,  of 
New  Baltimore  schools.  The  first  normal 
class  was  organized  Sept.  15th,  1904,  under 
act  No.  24  of  the  Session  Laws  of  1903.  The 
school  is  largely  attended,  and  the  prospects 
for  its  future  success  are  very  flattering. 
One-half  of  the  second  floor  of  the  Hathaway 
Institute  building  is  given  up  for  its  use,  and 
finer  quarters  could  hardly  be  obtained. 

In  1896  was  established  the  private  bank 
of  W.  F.  Sandell  &  Co.,  which  has  ever  since, 
under  the  management  of  Charles  C.  Hill, 
afforded  satisfactory  banking  facilities  for 
the  village  and  vicinity. 

March  3rd,  1902,  $24,000.00  was  voted  by 
the  citizens  of  the  village  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  water  works  system,  which  was 
soon  afterwards  put  into  operation.  In  con- 
nection with  this,  an  electric  light  system 
was  established  for  the  furnishing  of  street 
and  private  lights.  The  village  was  bonded 
to  the  sum  of  $22,000.00  for  the  lighting 
plant  Thus  equipped  with  water  works, 
electric  light  and  a  large  and  commodious 
hotel,  the  Chesterfield,  built  by  a  syndicate 
of  citizens  of  New  Baltimore,  Mt.  Clemens 
and  Detroit  in  1900,  the  village  of  New  Balti- 
more, with  its  beautiful  location  upon 
Anchor  Bay,  affords  a  most  attractive  and 
delightful  resort  for  those  who  during  the 
hot  summer  months  are  looking  for  a  pleas- 
ant escape  from  the  noise  and  heat  of  the 
cities.  The  Rapid  Railway  affords  a  fre- 
quent and  convenient  mode  of  communica- 
tion with  the  outside  world. 
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The  population  of  the  township  of  Chester- 
field as  per  census  returns  has  been  as  fol- 
lows : 

1845 845 

1850 1,002 

1854 1,612 

1860 2,157 

1864 2,150 

1870 2,175 

1874 2,213 

1880 2,349 

1884 2,202 

1890 2,121 

1894 2,088 

1900 2,093 

1904 1,960 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  of 
the  township  as  equalized  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  has  been  as  follows : 

1842  $   33,950.44 

1846 43,066.00 

1851   60,666.00 

1856 431,562.00 

1861 374,469.00 

1866 394,208.00 

1871 447,480.00 

1876 430,000.00 

1881 914,000.00 

1886 820,000.00 

1891 820,000.00 

1896 850,000.00 

1901 1,055,000.00 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

TOWNSHIP   OF   LENOX. 


At  the  organization  of  the  township  of 
Lenox  in  1837,  the  first  election  was  directed 
to  be  held  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Sterling 
Case.  It  was  proposed  at  the  time  the  selec- 
tion of  a  name  came  up  that  the  three  oldest 
men  in  the  township  should  select  the  name. 
Accordingly  Benjamin  Haight,  Mason  Har- 
ris, and  Israel  Dryer  each  selected  a  name. 
As  the  choice  of  Mr.  Haight  and  Mr.  Harris 
happened  to  be  duplicated  by  other  town- 
ships in  the  State,  the  name  of  Lenox,  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Dryer,  wTas  adopted. 

At  the  first  town  meeting,  held  April  3rd, 
1837,  William  Francis,  Thomas  F.  Dryer  and 
William  P.  Miller  were  the  inspectors,  and 
Alanson  Flower,  clerk.  Aside  from  the 
supervisor,  clerk  and  treasurer,  whose  names 
will  be  found  in  the  list  of  supervisors  fur- 
ther on,  at  this  election  there  were  chosen 
Jacob  E.  Hall,  Mason  Harris,  Justin  Corey 
and    Eben    Carl,    justices   of   peace;    A.    T. 


Corey,  A.  Flower  and  Jacob  E.  Hall,  asses- 
sors ;  Eben  Carl,  Abner  Stevens  and  Eben 
Brooks,  road  commissioners;  Carlos  W. 
Brown,  Justus  R,  Crandall,  James  M.  Mil- 
lard, school  commissioners ;  Oliver  Bates  and 
William  Miller,  poor  directors;  Justus  R. 
Crandall  and  Justus  Ellsworth,  constables; 
Allen  Hacket,  A.  Flower,  Eben  Brooks,  C.  W. 
Brown,  William  Miller,  Jacob  E.  Hall, 
Lyman  Bates,  Slias  Leonard  and  William 
Leonard,  overseers  of  highways.  Since  that 
election  the  principal  township  officers  have 
been : 

Supervisors:  Benjamin  Haight,  1837;  B. 
Wright,  1838;  County  Commissioners,  1838- 
1842 ;  Aldis  L.  Rich,  1843-44 ;  Justus  R.  Cran- 
dall, 1845-47;  Leander  Millen,  1848;  Carlos 
W.  Brown,  1849;  Justus  R.  Crandall,  1850- 
1851;  Aldis  L.  Rich,  1852;  Thos.  F.  Dryer, 
1853;  Justus  R,  Crandall,  1854-55;  Carlos 
W.  Brown,  1856;  Justus  R.  Crandall,  1857; 
George  W.  French,  1858 ;  Justus  R.  Crandall, 
1859-62;  Milo  Selleck,  1863;  Daniel  Bates, 
1864-69 ;  Lucius  H.  Canfield,  1870-76 ;  Adam 
Bennett,  1877-79;  Lucius  H.  Canfield,  1880- 
1882;  Gil  R.  Lovejoy,  1883-86;  Lucius  H. 
Canfield,  1887 ;  Zenas  Corey,  1888-95 ;  Gilbert 
R.  Lovejoy,  1896-98;  W.  F.  Edmands,  1899- 
1900 ;  Adam  A.  Bennett,  1901-05. 

Clerks  :  Thomas  H.  Dryer,  1837-47  ;  John 
Haire,  1848-50 ;  Justus  R.  Crandall,  1852 ;  N. 
C.  Knott,  1853;  Justus  R.  Crandall,  1854; 
William  G.  Carl,  1855 ;  Mason  Harris,  1856 ; 
Milo  Selleck,  1857 ;  Daniel  Bates,  1858 ;  Wil- 
liam H.  Mellen,  1860 ;  Abram  S.  Devall,  1861- 
1863 ;  John  W.  Leonard,  1864-65 ;  Benjamin 
L.  Bates,  1866-67;  William  LI.  Sutfin,  1868- 
1869;  Adam  Bennett,  1870;  Isaac  N.  Cook, 
1871-73;  Elias  Duvall,  1874;  Theo  M.  Gid- 
dings,  1875 ;  Isaac  Cook,  1876 ;  Clarence  E. 
Fenton,  1877;  William  Wiethoff,  1878; 
Chester  S.  Fenton,  1879 ;  Avander  II.  Shaf  er, 
1880-82 ;  Chas.  F.  Kielblock,  1883-84 ;  Aug.  F. 
Kaiser,  1885-87 ;  Chas.  F.  Kielblock,  1888-89 ; 
Adam  Bennett,  1890-92;  Chas.  Kielblock, 
1893-94;  Adam  A.  Bennett,  1895-96;  James 
E.  Hull,  1897-98;  Samuel  D.  Spore,  1899: 
Adam  Bennett,  1900 ;  James  E.  Hull,  1901-05 

Treasurers :  Justus  R.  Crandall,  1837 
William  A.  Edwards,  1838;  Gabriel  Cox 
1839-40;  Israel  Dryer,  1841;  Carlos  W 
Brown,  1842 ;  John  Church,  1849 ;  Russell  W 
Green,  1850;  Leander  Millen,  1851;  Alvin 
Davis,  1852-54 ;  M.  Van  Winkle,  1855 ;  John 
Church,  1856;  Sabin  Harris,  1857;  Alvin 
Adams,  1858 ;  Martin  L.  Dryer,  1859-60 ;  Asa 
Blanchard,  1861-63;  Tolcot  Bates,  1864-65; 
Elijah  Sutfin,  1866;  David  L.  Carl,  1867-68; 
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Benjamin  L.  Bates,  1869-70 ;  Ephraim  Fuller- 
ton,  1871;  James  M.  Rowley,  1872;  Adam 
Bennett,  1873-76 ;  E.  P.  Fullerton,  1877 ;  Rus- 
sell T.  Hazleton,  1878;  Denis  La  Furgey, 
1879-80 ;  Calvin  A.  Smith,  1881 ;  W.  T.  Spink, 
1883-4;  Joseph  P.  Light,  1885;  C.  F.  Kiel- 
block,  1886-87;  William  Wurtzel,  1888-89; 
Philip  A.  Williams,  1890;  William  Wurzel, 
1891-92;  Chas.  F.  Brockman,  1893;  August 
F.  Kaiser,  1894 ;  William  F.  Edmunds,  1895- 
1896;  Homer  W.  Maxwell,  1897;  Homer 
Bates,  1898-99;  William  Kurzhals,  1900-01; 
A.  Jay  Baldwin,  1902-03;  William  J.  Brock- 
man,  1904-05. 

The  first  school  house  built  in  District  No. 
2  of  Lenox  was  erected  by  David  Burt  in 
1851,  and  was  burned  in  1860,  and  a  new 
frame  building  erected  on  the  same  site  in 
1861.     The  first  teacher  was  Jane  Harris. 

In  1840,  according  to  the  reminiscences  of 
Mrs.  Amelia  Bancroft  Crawford,  school  was 
taught  in  a  primitive  log  house  just  west 
of  the  farm  long  occupied  by  Thomas  Dryer. 
At  this  time  the  country  seemed  to  be  al- 
most entirely  covered  by  water,  and  in  her 
horseback  ride  to  reach  her  school,  the  horse 
was  for  a  large  part  of  the  way  compelled 
to  wade  through  water  several  inches  deep. 
This  lady  afterwards  taught  in  the  Hall 
school  as  well  as  in  schools  in  other  parts  of 
the  county.  The  present  schools  of  Lenox 
are  contained  in  nine  districts,  with  school 
property  estimated  worth  $6,850.00.  The 
directors  for  the  past  year  have  been  Fred 
Druengel,  Chauncey  W.  Johns,  William  C. 
Steffen,  Rudolph  Loose,  Marvin  A.  Fries, 
Charles  F.  Kielblock,  Baldwin  Hasselback, 
John  F.  Fink  and  Gil  R.  Love  joy. 

The  village  about  Lenox  station,  now  a 
part  of  Richmond  village,  has  been  referred 
to  in  the  history  of  Richmond.  The  other 
village  of  the  township  is  New  Haven,  with 
a  population  of  about  six  hundred.  It  is 
situated  on  the,  Grand  Trunk  Railroad,  and 
was  for  a  long  time  known  as  New  Balti- 
more Station.  The  village  was  organized 
in  1869,  the  first  election  being  held  on  May 
3rd  of  that  year.  The  presidents  of  the  vil- 
lage have  been  Benjamin  L.  Bates,  Ephraim 
Fuller,  Morgan  Nye,  Justin  R.  Crandall, 
Adam  Bennett,  Clarence  E.  Fenton,  Charles 
N.  Sears,  Clavin  I.  Smith,  Henry  H.  Quick, 
Alexander  Gunn,  John  S.  Parker,  Isaac  N. 
Cook,  William  F.  Edmunds,  John  Russell, 
Edgar  B.  Harris,  Elias  B.  Parker,  and  A.  J. 
Baldwin.  The  village  has  an  electric  light 
plant,  a  bank,  elevator,  creamery,  roller  mill 
and  churches  of  the  Baptist,  Congregational, 


Lutheran,  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  de- 
nominations. It  is  the  railroad  shipping 
point  for  Meade,  Ray  Center  and  Omo  (a 
settlement  in  section  19  of  Lenox,  that  has 
grown  up  around  a  saw  mill  long  run  by 
Hazelton  and  now  by  John  White,  and  the 
general  store  now  run  by  Will  &  Sons),  with 
which  places  it  has  daily  stage  connections. 

The  Methodist  Church  Society  of  the  vil- 
lage was  organized  by  the  Rev.  John  Russell 
at  Meade,  at  which  place  the  Rev.  Thos. 
Seeley  was  pastor.  In  November,  1870,  the 
present  church  edifice  was  dedicated,  the 
pulpit  of  which  is  now  filled  by  the  Rev.  O. 
W.  Willett,  a  graduate  of  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity, formerly  a  missionary  in  China.  The 
Rev.  Peter  Scharmerhorn,  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  has  been  preceded  in 
that  position  by  Joseph  England,  Samuel  D. 
Breed,  John  S.  Kidder,  N.  D.  Glidclen,  Park 
A.  C.  Bradford,  Robt.  Parsons,  Jacob  Flook 
and  William  Bradley.  The  Baptist  Society 
of  the  village  was  first  organized  in  Ches- 
terfield about  1843,  and  for  some  time  held 
its  meetings  in  the  school  house  in  the  Bates 
settlement.  The  church  at  New  Haven  was 
built  about  1855,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Wallace.  At  Chesterfield,  Elder 
Goodrich,  Rev.  Kingsbury  and  Rev.  Starr 
had  charge  of  the  church.  The  church  now 
has  63  members  with  a  Sabbath  school  of  60 
members.  In  its  work,  it  is  materially  as- 
sisted by  an  active  Ladies  Aid  Society.  The 
present  occupant  of  the  substantial  parson- 
age, which  the  Lutheran  church  has  erected 
near  its  church  building,  is  the  Rev.  Henry 
Tourney,  under  whose  ministry  the  church  is 
apparently  enjoying  great  prosperity. 

Nearly  all  of  the  lands  in  this  township 
except  section  16  of  school  land  were  pur- 
chased from  the  government  in  1834,  1835 
and  1836.  The  earliest  selection  made  was 
June  4th,  1831,  in  section  6  by  Phineas  D. 
Pelton,  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  In  Novem- 
ber following  another  entry  was  made  in 
the  same  section  by  William  Francis  of  On- 
tario County,  N.  Y. 

In  1833  Richard  Bailey  from  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  made  a  selection  in  section 
6;  Alanson  Flowers  of  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  section  7;  Benjamin  Haight  and  Eras- 
tus  D.  Powell  in  section  31.  Among  the 
other  land  buyers  who  made  their  selections 
during  the  following  three  years  might  be 
named  Justus  H.  Ellsworth,  of  Erie  County, 
N.  Y. ;  Richard  Claggett,  Stillman  Goff  and 
David  I.  Boyd  in  section  1;  Hiram  Burke, 
Erasmus  M.  and  Alexander  Beebe  in  section 
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2;  Lemuel  Hicks,  John  G.  Dennison  and 
Justin  Corey  in  section  3 ;  Albert  Treat,  Har- 
rison Russell  and  William  E.  Welles  in  sec- 
tion 4;  Alanson  Flowers,  Ebenezer  Brook 
and  Warren  Cook  in  section  7;  Joseph  C. 
Brown,  Francis  Stone,  Flavius  J.  Hicks  and 
Norton  L.  Miller  in  section  8;  John  Church, 
Artemus  Blake,  Mary  Case  and  Levi  Beard- 
sley  in  section  9;  John  B.  Goddard,  Nelson 
and  James  Edwards  in  section  10;  James 
Edwards  and  Justin  Corey  in  section  11; 
James  Earl  and  Patrick  Healey  in  section  13 ; 
Chester  Dodge  and  Samuel  P.  Heyden  in 
section  15 ;  Thomas  F.  Dryer,  Imley  Prescott 
and  Henry  Dwight  in  section  17 ;  Apollos  A. 
Fuller,  Carlos  W.  Brown,  Mason  Harris, 
Israel  Dryer,  Thomas  F.  Dryer  and  Sally  A. 
Millard  in  section  18 ;  William  Miller,  Mans- 
field Harris  and  William  A.  Nelson  in  section 
19;  Gabriel,  William  J.  and  Harling  Case, 
Nelson  Edwards  and  John  Dodge  in  section 
21 ;  James  Snook  and  William  Beer  of  Mid- 
dlesex County,  N.  Y.,  in  section  23;  David 
Spoor  and  Christopher  Rafferty  in  section 
26;  Silas  Leonard,  Ira  S.  Perry  and  John 
Harris  in  section  29;  Jacob  E.  and  Myron 
Hall,  Charles  Thompson  and  Henry  Peatman 
in  section  30;  Benjamin  Haight,  Erastus  D. 
Powell,  Otis  Wing,  Hannah  Lyman,  Hiram 
D.  Howell,  Sybil  E.  Crawford  and  Caleb  Rice 
in  section  31 ;  Abram  Burkholder  and  John 
A.  Saunders  in  section  32 ;  William  Maxwell, 
Samuel  Farr,  Orville  Paine,  Orvin  F.  Sim- 
mons and  Lyman  Bates  in  section  33; 
Stephen  Sabin,  Elijah  Phelps,  Zara  Granger 
and  Charles  W.  Fuller  in  section  34. 

The  population  of  the  township,  according 
to  census  returns,  has  been  as  follows : 

1837 234 

1840 284 

1845 513 

1850 654 

1854 946 

1860 1,453 

1864 1,383 

1870 2,135 

1874 2,164 

1880 2,516 

1884 2,452 

1890 2,385 

1894 2,266 

1900 2,351 

1904 2,330 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  township  as 
equalized  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
been  as  follows : 

1842 $      42,169.20 

1846 39,418.00 


1851 43,225.00 

1856 233,699.00 

1861 213,790.00 

1866 265,436.00 

1871 319,165.00 

1876 340,000.00 

1881 993,000.00 

1886 900,000.00 

1891 910,000.00 

1896 920,000.00 

1901 1,150,000.00 


CHAPTER  XX, 

THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  RICHMOND. 

The  township  of  Richmond,  the  most 
northeasterly  of  the  county,  was  not  settled 
as  early  nor  as  thickly  at  first  as  were  the 
townships  nearer  Detroit  and  the  Clinton 
River.  The  first  entries  of  lands  in  this 
township  were  made  December  1st,  1832, 
in  section  30,  on  which  day  both  Edwin  B. 
Rose  from  Macomb  County  and  John  Hale 
of  Detroit  each  entered  a  tract  in  that  sec- 
tion. The  latest  entry  for  government  lands 
was  made  April  4th,  1884,  by  Richard  Ball, 
of  this  county,  in  section  16.  As  has  ap- 
peared before,  the  township  was  organized  in 
1838,  and  the  first  town  meeting  was  ap- 
pointed to  be  held  at  the  house  of  George 
Perkins,  on  whose  wood-pile  it  was  held  in 
point  of  fact.  Mr.  Perkins  was  then  living 
on  the  ' 'Ridge,"  and  the  name  of  the  town- 
ship was  selected  by  the  suggestion  of  Phillip 
Cudworth,  in  memory  of  a  township  of  the 
same  name  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  At  this 
first  meeting  the  following  officers  were  se- 
lected: Hiron  Hathaway,  as  supervisor; 
George  Perkins,  as  clerk ;  Durfee  Simmons, 
John  Hicks  and  Jesse  Huff,  as  assessors; 
William  Simmons  and  John  Goodar,  as  over- 
seers of  the  poor;  Jesse  Welden  and  Russell 
Peters,  as  commissioners  of  the  highways ; 
Jesse  Welden,  James  Flower,  Horace  Ewall 
and  W.  P.  Simmons,  as  justices  of  the  peace ; 
Jeremiah  Robinson  and  J.  S.  Durfee  as  con- 
stables ;  Jeremiah  Robinson  as  collector ; 
Durfee  Simmons,  Pliny  Corbin  and  Ben 
Ellsworth,  as  commissioners  of  county 
schools;  P.  Cudworth,  C.  C.  Davis  and  H. 
N.  Curtis  as  fence  viewers,  and  John  Bates, 
poundmaster. 

The  land  where  the  village  of  Richmond 
now  stands  or  rather  that  portion  of  it  called 
Beebe's  corners,  was  mostly  taken  up  from 
the  government  by  Erastus  Beebe  in  1835, 
and  the  future  growth  of  a  settlement  there 
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proved  the  wisdom  of  Mr.  Beebe  in  his  se- 
lection.     Being    the    spot    where    the    ridge 
running  east  and  west  joined  that  running 
north    and    south, — and    the    importance    of 
high  lands,  particularly  for  highways,  was 
more  apparent  then  than  now, — it  was. nat- 
ural that  here  should  gradually  grow  up  a 
community.    Early  a  general  store  was  kept 
there  by  H.  P.  Beebe,  and  a  blacksmith  shop 
soon    followed.      The    locality    came    to    be 
known  as  Beebe 's  corners,  a  name  which  it 
retained  until  the  granting  of  a  village  char- 
ter  in    1879.      The   little   community   which 
grew  up  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 
1  of  Lenox  was  a  rival  to  Beebe 's  corners, 
and  after  the  coming  of  the   Grand  Trunk 
Railway  with  its  station  at  Ridgeway,  as  the 
Lenox   settlement  was   called,   the  jealousy 
was  not  without  its  bitterness  at  times.    Be- 
tween the  two   settlements  along  the  main 
street  naturally  were  established  stores  and 
other  accommodations  which  sought  to  draw 
custom   from   both  ways.     About  half  way 
between     the     Corners     and     the     Station 
grew    up    a    little    business    center    which 
at    times    was    referred    to    as    Coopertown, 
which  is  now  the  heart  of  the  village  of  Rich- 
mond.    The  natural  growth  of  the  communi- 
ties has  been  towards  each  other  until  it  be- 
came a  continuous  settlement  from  the  Cor- 
ners (at  the  intersection  of  the  Ridge  Road 
and  Main  Street)  to  the  Station.     The  order 
and  times  of  the  platting  into  village  lots  is 
indicative  of  the  demand  for  lots  that  came 
from  this  growth.     The  original  part  of  the 
Corners  was  never  formally  platted,  but  the 
little  settlement  grew  up  as  the  progress  of 
the  locality  demanded  around  the  junction 
of  Main  Street  and  the  Ridge  Road  coming 
in  from  the  west.    Dec.  1st,  1859,  just  about 
the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  building 
of  the   Grand  Trunk  Railroad  through  the 
village,  the  Gillett,  Beebe  and  Richard  addi- 
tion to  the  village  was  platted.   In  the  Beebe 's 
addition  was  included  lots  on  each  side  of 
Main  Street  northerly  from  the  town  line, 
then  called  Plank  Street  (now  Division),  to 
where  the  corners  settlement  had  spread,  to 
Church  Street  on  the  westerly  side  and  just 
beyond  Park  Street  on  the  easterly,  and  in- 
cluded  also   lots  on  both   sides   of  Macomb 
Street    between    the    town    line    and    Park 
Street.     The  Gillett  part  of  the  addition  lay 
in  Lenox  and  continued  the  same  lines  as  the 
Beebe  addition  southerly  to  the  church,  ex- 
cept that  nothing  was  platted  in  it  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Main  Street.  The  next  month 
BlackwelPs  plat  of  "the  village  of  Ridge- 


way, near  Beebe 's  Corners"  was  made  and 
recorded.  This  included  the  Grand  Trunk 
depot  grounds  and  covered  a  strip  of  land 
running  from  the  north  town  line  of  Lenox 
(Division  Street)  to  the  quarter  section  line 
in  section  1,  bounded  westerly  by  Oak  Street 
and  by  Main  Street  southerly  of  its  intersec- 
tion with  Oak  Street,  and  easterly  by  Beech 
Street,  and  its  line  continued  southerly 
across  the  railroad.  In  May  of  1860  John 
Hicks  platted  eighteen  lots  just  west  of  the 
Corners  and  north  of  the  Ridge  road,  includ- 
ing in  his  plat  Prospect,  North  and  West 
Streets.  For  several  years  the  corners  seem 
to  have  far  surpassed  the  station  in  growth, 
as  in  January,  1865,  Seth  Lathrop  's  first,  and 
in  April,  1867,  his  second  addition  appear, 
supposedly  to  answer  the  demand  for  more 
building  lots.  These  lay  westerly  and  south- 
erly of  the  original  village  and  ran  southerly 
as  far  as  Park  Street,  and  together  with  the 
plats  already  mentioned  and  Beebe 's  third, 
platted  much  later,  constitute  all  of  the  vil- 
lage west  of  Main  Street  north  of  the  town 
line.  In  1867,  too,  Beebe  platted  an  addition 
lying  just  north  and  easterly  of  the  original 
village,  along  Madison  and  Division  Streets, 
and  the  following  year  he  opened  his  second 
addition,  lying  next  north  of  the  town  line 
(Division  Street),  with  its  thirty-nine  lots 
along  Stone  and  Forest  Streets.  During  the 
next  decade,  Ridgeway  seems  to  have  had  the 
best  of  the  controversy.  March  12th,  1869, 
Blackwell's  addition  filled  in  the  space  be- 
tween his  original  plat  and  Gillett 's  addition 
to  Richmond,  including  as  it  does  all  of  the 
village  south  of  Division  Street  between 
Maple  Street  and  Main  north  of  Maple  on 
the  west  side  and  Oak  Street  on  the  east 
side.  In  1871  and  1875  James  B.  Davis  added 
to  the  village  two  plats  which  covers  all  of 
the  village  east  of  the  railway,  except  the 
small  portion  included  in  Blackwell's  orig- 
inal plat.  During  this  decade  the  only  addi- 
tion to  the  upper  part  of  the  village  was 
Beebe 's  third,  which,  however,  was  a  large 
one  and  carried  the  village  easterly  to  the 
Driving  Park  ground  between  Division  and 
Washington  Streets.  The  Heath  and  Stone 
additions  in  the  northeast  section  of  the  vil- 
lage were  made  May  27th,  1881,  after  the  in- 
corporation of  the  village. 

In  the  township  at  large,  as  was  natural, 
the  parts  first  settled  were  along  the  ridges. 
The  first  school  was  taught  in  the  house  of 
Daniel  Hall  by  Mahala  Weeks.  A  year  later 
Miss  Lucinda  Clough  became  the  teacher  in 
a  log  school  house  built  near  the  Hall  resi- 
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dence.  The  present  ten  school  districts  lying 
wholly  or  in  part  in  Richmond  have  school 
property  estimated  in  the  current  year  to 
be  worth  $19,380,  of  which  $5,000  is  in  the 
Memphis  district  and  $9,500  in  the  Richmond 
village  district,  No.  13.  In  these  were  ex- 
pended for  school  purposes  last  year  $7,- 
207.83,  and  in  them  were  enrolled  576  of 
the  756  included  in  the  school  census. 

An  inspection  of  the  list  of  the  first  land 
buyers  in  this  township  will  show  that  the 
larger  proportion  of  them  who  had  not  al- 
ready acquired  a  residence  in  Michigan  came 
from  New  York,  although  Massachusetts  is 
also  well  represented.  It  will  reveal  the 
names  of  most  of  the  old  families  of  the  town- 
ship, whose  history,  did  time  and  space  per- 
mit, would  prove  most  interesting  to  trace. 
Among  these  land  takers  we  find  an  even 
dozen  of  the  fairer  sex,  whom  circumstances 
probably  drove  to  this  step  usually  left  to 
their  brothers. 

Section  1  was  taken  up  by  James  Rig  and 
Agness  Rig  of  Wayne  County  in  1835; 
Joseph  Potter  and  Gideon  M.  Potter  of  St. 
Clair  County  in  1835;  John  Dods  of  Mon- 
treal, Canada,  1835 ;  Alexander  H.  Bartley 
and  Richard  Crossier  and  James  Osterhaut, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1836. 

Section  2  was  obtained  by  Daniel  J.  Chapel 
from  Livingston  County,  N.  Y. ;  Isaac  B.  Gil- 
bert of  Macomb  County;  Joseph  Potter, 
James  Wells  of  St.  Clair  County,  all  in  1835. 
Timothy  Allen,  Ontario  County,  New  York, 
in  1836. 

Section  3  was  secured  by  Timothy  Allen 
of  Ontario  County,  New  York;  Joseph  Par- 
son of  Monroe  County,  New  York,  in  1836. 

Section  4  was  held  by  Ephraim  Chamber- 
lin  of  Macomb  County  in  1836 ;  Henry  Haw- 
kins, Vanrensselaer  Hawkins  of  Genesee 
County,  New  York,  in  1837 ;  Gideon  M.  Pot- 
ter, from  Macomb  County,  in  1838. 

Section  5  was  patented  to  Zekiel  M.  De- 
Foret  of  Livingston  County,  New  York,  in 
1836 ;  Susannah  Thompson,  Macomb  County, 
in  1836 ;  Henry  and  Vanrensselaer  Hawkins 
of  Genesee  County,  New  York,  in  1837. 

Section  6  was  bought  by  Jacob  Frost  of 
Macomb  County  in  1836 ;  William  C.  Hag- 
gerty  of  New  York  City  in  1836 ;  Henry  and 
Vanrensselaer  Hawkins  of  Genesee  County, 
New  York,  in  1837. 

Section  7  was  taken  up  by  Jere  Keyes  of 
Monroe  County,  New  York,  in  1836;  Daniel 
Carland  of  Wayne  County,  Michigan,  in 
1836;   Jehiel   Butterfleld,    Macomb    County, 


Michigan,  in  1836;  Peter  Ackley,  Niagara, 
New  York;  Cyrenus  Webster  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836;  Horace  Cooper,  Macomb 
County,  1836 ;  John  P.  Hall,  Macomb  County, 
in  1837;  Benjamin  Woodbeck  of  Macomb 
County  in  1837 ;  Henry  and  Vanrensselaer 
Hawkins  of  Genesee  County,  New  York,  in 
1837 ;  Daniel  Roberts  of  St.  Clair  County  in 
1836 ;  Robert  Moaw  of  Ontario  County,  New 
York,  1837. 

Section  8  was  acquired  by  Jeduthan  Blip, 
Hampden  County,  Mass.,  in  1836 ;  Ezekiel  M. 
DeForest  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836 ;  Henry  and  Vanrensselaer  Hawkins  of 
Genesee  County,  N,  Y.,  in  1837;  Thomas 
Moaw  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1837. 

Section  9  was  settled  by  Jere  Keyes  of 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  John  M.  Cut- 
ler, Macomb  County,  1836;  Henry  and  Van- 
rensselaer Hawkins  of  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  1837. 

Section  10  was  sold  to  Thomas  E.  Haywood 
of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Aaron 
Day  of  Hampden  County,  Mass.,  in  1836; 
Holman  Jackson,  Macomb  County,  in  1836; 
Joseph  Piersen  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1836 ;  Aaron  Day  of  Hampden  County, 
Mass.,  in  1836 ;  Isaac  B.  Gilbert,  Macomb 
County,  in  1836. 

Section  11  was  obtained  by  Nathan  Hicks 
and  Timothy  Allen  of  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  the  former  in  1835  and  the  latter  in  1836 ; 
Isaac  B.  Gilbert  of  Macomb  County  in  1835. 

Section  12  was  secured  by  Lot  Clark  and 
Steven  Warren  of  the  State  of  New  York 
in  1835;  Alexander  H.  Bartley  of  Wayne 
County  in  1836;  Reuben  R.  Smith,  Macomb 
County,  in  1836 ;  Lucien  B.  Barker,  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Timothy  Allen  of 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  David  Den- 
ton of  St.  Clair  in  1836. 

Section  13  was  purchased  by  Lot  Clark 
and  Steven  Warren  of  New  York  State  in 
1835  and  1836;  Silas  Stevens  of  St.  Clair 
County  in  1836 ;  Durf  ee  Simmons  of  St.  Clair 
County  in  1836 ;  Russell  Peters  of  Lapeer 
County  in  1836;  William  Pierce  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836. 

Section  14  was  taken  up  by  Gideon  D.  Sim- 
mons of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835 ;  John 
Wells  of  Wayne  County  in  1836 ;  John  Man- 
chester of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836; 
Durfee  Simmons  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1836  (afterwards  of  St.  Clair  County)  ; 
John  Bywater  of  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in 
1836 ;  William  Bywater  of  Macomb  County 
in  1836. 
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Section  15  was  held  by  Solomon  Lathrop, 
Hampden  County,  Mass.,  in  1836;  Charles 
Ely  of  Hampden  County,  Mass.,  in  1836. 

Section  17  was  patented  to  Alanson  Hurl- 
but,  Middlesex  County,  Ct.,  in  1835;  Henry 
Davis  and  Charles  J.  Davis,  Hiram  Benedict, 
Henry  Johnson  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836 ;  William  M.  C.  Lathrop  of  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  in  1837;  Thomas  Moaw  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1837;  Daniel  G.  Stowe  of 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1837. 

Section  18  was  bought  by  David  Page  and 
Holly  Goyer  of  Macomb  County,  Michigan, 
in  1835;  Oratus  Hulett  of  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  in  1835 ;  Eben  Kimball  and  Levi  Kim- 
ball, Malancton  W.  Chamberlin  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836;  Nathan  Dodge  of  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  Samuel  Booth,  Gen- 
esee County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  Jesse  Ruff,  Mont- 
gomery County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  Isaac  Robin- 
son and  George  Wells,  James  S.  Spencer  of 
Macomb  County  in  1836;  Gilbert  Longstaff 
of  Macomb  County  in  1837. 

Section  19  was  purchased  by  Anson  Petti- 
bone  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1833; 
Enoch  C.  Hodges  and  Henry  Dennis,  Jere- 
miah Walton  and  Ann  D.  Walton  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836;  Charles  J.  Davis,  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Abel  Harrington, 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Chester 
Smith  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836; 
John  0.  Roorke  of  Wayne  County  in  1836. 

Section  20  was  secured  by  William  P.  Jef- 
sions  of  Tolland  County,  Ct.,  in  1833 ;  Pliny 
Corbin  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1833; 
Alanson  Hurlbut  of  Middlesex  County,  Ct., 
in  1833;  Jeremiah  Robinson,  Yates  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1833;  Martin  J.  Arnold,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1833;  Henry  M.  Curtiss, 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Justus  H. 
Ellsworth,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836. 

Section  21  was  occupied  by  Pliny  Corbin 
of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835;  Charles 
Goodar  of  Oakland  County  in  1835;  Laura 
Rose  of  Macomb  County  in  1835;  Samuel 
Cooley,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Har- 
riet Perkins  of  Macomb  County,  in  1836; 
Betsey  Grant,  Macomb  County,  in  1836. 

Section  22  was  purchased  by  Jonathan  H. 
Guild  of  Windham,  Ct.,  in  1836 ;  Amsay  W. 
Sutton  and  Joel  A.  Maher  in  1833. 

Section  23  was  taken  up  by  Isaac  B.  Gil- 
bert, Macomb  County,  in  1835;  Charles  Ely, 
Hampden  County,  Mass.,  in  1836;  Parmely 
Bierce  from  Connecticut  in  1836;  Benjamin 
F.  Green  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836;  Daniel  Gillet  of  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1836. 


Section  24  was  held  by  Samuel  Baker  of 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  Milan  Clapp 
of  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  in  1836 ;  William 
Winds  and  John  Kel]y  and  William  Fields 
of  Macomb  County  in  1836 ;  Abby  Winans  of 
Macomb  County  in  1839;  Ann  A.  Andrews 
of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1837;  Caleb 
Rice  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836. 

Section  25  was  obtained  by  Jere  Norton 
of  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in  1836;  Daniel 
Hall  of  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  in  1836;  Amos 
F,  Albright  of  AVayne  County,  Michigan,  in 
1836;  Eleazer  Mighell  of  WTayne  County  in 
1836 ;  Isaac  B.  Gilbert  of  Macomb  County  in 
1836 ;  James  H.  Woods  and  Caleb  Rice  of 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Charles 
French  of  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  in  1836. 

Section  26  was  largely  taken  up  by  Jere 
Norton  of  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in  1836 ; 
Daniel  Hall  of  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  in  1836 ; 
Solomon  Stone  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836 ;  Ebenezer  of  Hampshire  County,  Mass., 
in  1836 ;  Anna  Richards  of  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1837 ;  Clarissa  Hancock  of  St.  Clair 
County  in  1839. 

Section  27  was  sold  to  Isaac  Munson  of 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Solomon 
Stone  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836; 
Leonard  Stump  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836 ;  Bradford  L.  Skiff  of  St.  Clair  County 
in  1836 ;  Henry  P.  Beebe  of  Macomb  County 
in  1837. 

Section  28  was  acquired  by  Charles  Goodar 
of  Oakland  County  in  1835 ;  Edwin  B.  Rose, 
George  Perkins  of  Macomb  County  in  1835 ; 
Jacob  Beekman,  Macomb  County,  in  1836 ; 
Samuel  Cooley,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836;  Solomon  Stone  of  Monroe  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  1836;  Benjamin  B.  Kercheval  of 
Wayne  County  in  1836;  Samuel  P.  Clemens 
of  Wayne  County  in  1837. 

Section  29  was  bought  by  Martin  J.  Ar- 
nold of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835 ;  John 
Bates,  Morgan  L.  McKoon  and  Gideon  Gates, 
James  M.  Merit,  Hiram  Burke  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836;  Charles  French  of  Worces- 
ter County,  Mass.,  in  1836. 

Section  30  was  obtained  by  John  Hale  of 
Detroit  in  1832 ;  Edwin  B.  Rose  of  Macomb 
County  in  1832;  Asa  Ingrahan  of  Macomb 
County  in  1835 ;  Joanna  C.  Tenny  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835 ;  John  Goodar  of  Oak- 
land County  in  1835 ;  John  Bates  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836 ;  Elijah  Waterman  of  Cattar- 
augus County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Rufus  P. 
Daton  of  Macomb  County  in  1836;  Adanis 
Trayler  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ; 
John  Youney  of  Macomb  County  in  1838. 


666 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


Section  31  was  taken  up  by  Sumner  Pierce 
of  Macomb  County  in  1832-1834;  Seth  Hath- 
away of  Macomb  County  in  1834;  Daniel 
Bray  of  Macomb  County  in  1835 ;  Amos  Par- 
sons of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835 ;  Wil- 
liam G.  Hathaway  of  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1835 ;  David  0.  Codwise  of  Macomb  Coun- 
ty in  1835 ;  Simeon  Newberry  of  Lapeer 
County  in  1836 ;  David  Perry  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  John  Mow  of  Ma- 
comb County  in  1836 ;  Felix  Randall  of  Por- 
tage County,  Ohio,  in  1836 ;  Benjamin  B. 
Kercheval  of  Wayne  County  in  1836. 

Section  32  was  purchased  by  Charles  G. 
Morse  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y,,  in  1836 ; 
Levi  Beardsley  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836 ;  Miclosneth  S.  Hall  of  Wayne  County 
in  1836 ;  John  Starkweather  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty in  1836 ;  Edwin  Jerome  and  Joseph  An- 
derson of  Wayne  County,  Mich. ;  Felix  Ran- 
dall of  Portage  County,  Ohio ;  Edwin  Jerome 
and  John  Starkweather  of  Wayne  County  in 
1836. 

Section  33  was  taken  up  by  Hannah  Free- 
man of  Macomb  County  in  1835 ;  Benjamin 
W.  Freeman  of  Macomb  County  in  1836 ; 
Ephraim  S.  Harvens  of  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  1836;  William  R.  Hicks  of  Macomb 
County,  in  1836 ;  Isaac  W.  Perkins  of  Graf- 
ton County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  George  Palmer  of 
St.  Clair  County  in  1836. 

Section  34  was  granted  to  Benjamin  Sim- 
mons, and  Phillip  Cudworth  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y,  in  1835;  Cyrel  Hicks  of 
Wayne  County  in  1835;  Samuel  N.  Hyde  of 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  Isaac  Munson  of 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  William  R. 
Hicks  and  Francis  E,  Rayden  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836 ;  Lowell  Gage  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836. 

Section  35  was  bought  by  Asa  K.  Phipps 
of  Macomb  County  in  1836 ;  Hiram  Burke  of 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Erastus  M. 
Beebe  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ; 
Alexander  Beebe  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1836 ;  Smith  Johnson,  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Melancton  W.  Smith  of 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  John 
Hicks  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836; 
Lansing  B.  Mizner  and  Bayard  Clark  of  U. 
S.  in  1836 ;  Francis  G.  Macy  of  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1836. 

Section  36  was  obtained  by  Smith  Johnson 
of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  David 
Weeks,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836; 
David  J.  Boyd  of  New  York  City,  N.  Y. ; 
Amos  F.  Albright  of  Wayne  County  in  1836 ; 
Lansing  B.  Mizner  and  Bayard  Clark  of  IT. 


S.  in  1836 ;  Isaac  B.  Gilbert  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836. 

In  1879  the  rivalry  between  the  Station 
and  the  Corners,  as  the  two  extremes  of  the 
present  village  of  Richmond  were  called,  was 
laid  aside  sufficiently  to  allow  of  the  incor- 
poration as  one  village  of  the  territory 
formerly  known  as  Beebe 's  Corners,  as  well 
that  of  old  Ridgeway,  and  the  section  on 
each  side  of  Main  Street  between  the  two. 
This  was  but  a  legal  recognition  of  the  actual 
fact,  as  the  two  localities  had  grown  towards 
each  other  in  spite  of  the  jealousy  that  had 
been  strongly  kept  up.  The  first  election 
was  set  to  be  held  March  5th,  1879,  "at  the 
store  lately  occupied  by  Miller  &  Haskins 
on  Main  Street/'  and  Thomas  Conway,  B.  F. 
Doty  and  Luman  II.  Heath  appointed  the 
Board  of  Registration  therefor.  The  result 
of  this  election  was  the  selection  of  Alonzo 
M.  Keeler  as  President,  and  of  Addison  G. 
Stone,  as  Clerk.  The  village  has  progressed 
ever  since  most  satisfactorily  under  the  fol- 
lowing presidents  :  Thomas  Conway,  elected 
in  1880 ;  Sanf ord  M.  Stone,  in  1881  and  1882 ; 
Norman  Mclntyre,  in  1883 ;  James  P.  Cooper, 
in  1883  at  a  special  election  held  because  of 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Mclntyre ;  James  M. 
Hathawav,  in  1884  and  1885 :"  Theodore  Mil- 
ler, in  1886,  1887  and  1888;  William  H. 
Acker,  in  1889 ;  James  M.  Hathaway,  in  1890 
and  1891;  James  E.  Weter,  in  1892  to  1898, 
inclusive;  William  H.  Acker,  in  1899  and 
1900 ;  Simon  H.  Heath,  in  1901 ;  William  H. 
Acker  again,  in  1902  and  1903 ;  Judson  Black, 
in  1904,  and  O.  B.  Evans,  in  1905.  The 
Clerks  for  the  same  time  have  been  Addison 
Stone,  elected  in  1880  for  a  second  time; 
Adelbert  T.  Sutton,  in  1881  and  1882;  E. 
Bruce  Keeler,  in  1883  and  1884;  A.  Martin 
Keeler,  in  1885  and  1886 ;  Merton  Fuller,  in 
1887  and  1888;  R.  F.  Gould,  in  1889  until 
his  removal,  when  his  place  was  filled  by 
Olney  Culver,  who  was  again  selected  in 
1890 ;  Richard  W.  Heath,  in  1891  and  1892 ; 
Frank  W.  Burke,  who  was  kept  in  that  office 
from  1893  to  1901 ;  Elmer  U.  Gorsuch,  elected 
in  1901,  1902  and  1903 ;  and  the  present  in- 
cumbent, Daniel  L.  Rapelje,  elected  first  in 
1904. 

Among  the  evidences  of  progress  of  the 
village  is  the  installation  in  1895  of  a  fine 
water-works  system  in  the  village  at  an  ex- 
pense of  about  $19,000,  after  a  special  elec- 
tion at  which  the  question  of  incurring  this 
expense  was  passed  upon  by  the  electors. 
About  five  miles  of  piping  has  been  laid  and 
about     25,000,000     gallons     of     water     are 
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pumped  annually.  The  gravity  system,  with 
standpipe,  is  used,  and  the  source  of  the 
water  supply  is  artesian  wells.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  plant  is  operated  a  municipal 
electric  lighting  plant,  by  means  of  which  its 
streets  are  lighted  and  light  is  also  furnished 
to  its  citizens.  The  combined  plant  has  been 
a  paying  investment  from  the  start. 

Among  the  hotels  that  have  accommodated 
the  traveling  public  here  have  been  the 
Beebe  House,  built  about  1855  by  George 
Beebe,  the  Maher  House,  "Agent's  Home," 
kept  by  E.  G.  Gleason  in  1875,  and  the  Com- 
mercial House,  built  by  James  P.  Cooper 
about  1880.  At  the  Station  or  Ridgeway 
were  to  be  found  at  various  times  the  Ridge- 
way House,  the  National  House,  Grand 
Trunk  House,  and  Springborn's  hotel,  built 
in  1896.  Another  was  Ramsey  House,  built 
by  William  Ramsey  about  1876.  This  was 
later  rebuilt  and  rechristened  the  Glenwood, 
and  is  now  known  as  The  St.  Clair. 

Wm.  II.  Acker  in  1878  started  and  has  ever 
since  maintained  a  private  bank,  which  has 
always  commanded  the  confidence  of  the 
community  and  accordingly  has  always  been 
successful.  The  other  banking  enterprise  of 
the  village  is  the  Macomb  County  Savings 
Bank,  a  corporation  organized  July  2,  1898, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000.  The  deposits 
at  the  commencement  of  business  Sept.  1, 
1898,  amounted  to  $2,006.00,  which  on  May 
29th  last  had  increased  to  $32,764.25  of  com- 
mercial deposits  and  $213,013.37  of  savings 
deposits.  The  success  of  the  enterprise  is 
apparent  from  the  above.  The  last  annual 
statement  showed  resources  of  $288,001.74, 
and  surplus  of  $17,223.12. 

The  press  has  been  represented  in  Rich- 
mond by  two  papers.  The  Richmond  Herald 
was  established  June  8th,  1876,  by  Del  T. 
Sutton  and  George  AV.  Kenfield,  the  latter  re- 
maining in  the  firm,  however,  only  a  few 
weeks.  Mr.  Sutton  endeavored  until  the  fol- 
lowing November  to  convince  the  people  of 
the  community  that  it  was  time  for  the  vil- 
lage to  support  a  newspaper  and  then  sold  to 
David  S.  Cooper,  who  continued  the  effort 
until  the  following  June,  Sufficient  support 
not  appearing  the  publication  was  then  sus- 
pended. However  the  short  life  of  the  Her- 
ald was  not  in  vain  for  it  apparently  taught 
the  people  the  benefits  of  the  press  and  when, 
in  November  of  1877,  William  C.  Walters 
started  the  Richmond  Review,  he  received 
more  encouragement.  The  first  issue  ap- 
peared November  8th,  1877,  Two  years  later 
the  paper  was  purchased  by  Frank  S.  Abbott, 


then  a  practicing  attorney  of  the  village,  who 
continued  management  of  the  paper  until 
August  of  1880,  when  it  was  purchased  by 
Del  T.  Sutton  of  the  one-time  Herald,  who 
has  been  proprietor  of  the  paper  the  major 
part  of  the  time  since.  It  has,  however, 
changed  hands  several  times,  passing  from 
Sutton's  hands  back  to  those  of  its  first 
owner,  Walters,  who,  however,  soon  re-sold 
to  Sutton.  Frank  S.  Abbott  also  again  took 
charge  at  one  time,  but  also  returned  the 
paper  to  Sutton.  Mr.  Crawshaw,  Frank 
Hirt  and  Warren  S.  Stone  have  also  at  times 
been  interested  in  the  ownership  of  the  paper 
prior  to  its  passing  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Elmer  W.  Gorsuch,  the  present  owner,  who 
has  published  the  paper  successfully  for  the 
past  few  years.  During  Mr.  Sutton's  owner- 
ship the  paper  was  issued  from  building  on 
the  corner  of  Washington  and  Main  Streets 
and  later  from  the  Cooper  block.  Crawshaw 
moved  it  to  the  building  next  door,  also 
owned  by  Cooper,  Hirt  took  the  office  to  the 
Acker  building  on  Main  Street,  where  a  bap- 
tism of  fire  was  received,  after  which  the 
paper  found  a  new  home  in  the  Hacking 
building,  where  it  remained  until  removed 
to  its  present  home  in  the  Heath  building. 
The  Review  has  always  been  independent  in 
politics  and  its  eight  pages  of  six  columns 
each  have  always  been  devoted  to  the  wel- 
fare and  successful  growth  of  its  native 
village. 

The  Richmond  postoffice  was  established 
in  1840,  with  Philip  Cudworth  as  postmaster. 
He  was  followed  by  David  Ward  in  1844, 
Hiram  Burke  in  1848,  H.  P.  Beebe  in  1851, 
James  M.  Hicks  in  1854,  H.  P.  Beebe  in  1860, 
D.  G.  Gleason  in  1866,  Seth  Lathrop  in  1869, 
and  H.  P.  Beebe  again  in  1872.  On  the  com- 
ing in  of  the  first  Democratic  administration 
of  the  country  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
under  President  Cleveland,  James  M.  Hatha- 
way was  appointed  postmaster  in  1885,  who 
was  followed  by  Simon  H.  Heath  in  1889. 
The  whirl  of  national  politics  brought  a 
change  of  parties  again  in  1893,  and  restored 
the  office  to  Mr.  Hathaway  for  four  years 
when  he  yielded  to  J.  M.  Johnson.  Simon  H. 
Heath  again  came  in  in  1901  and  still  pre- 
sides. During  his  term  the  office  has  been 
elevated  to  the  presidential  class.  Under  his 
charge,  too,  have  been  established  two  rural 
delivery  routes  that  bring  so  much  satisfac- 
tion to  the  farmers  of  the  township.  Route 
No.  1  was  started  June  2nd,  1902,  and  has 
been  cared  for  by  Ralph  Keeler  and  Charles 
Heath.     Route  No.  2  started  July  1st,  1904, 
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since  which  it  has  been  cared  for  by  J.  A. 
Quick.  Mr.  Beebe  had  the  office  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Washington  and  Main  Streets,  Mr. 
Hathaway  in  the  Byers  building1,  Mr.  John- 
son in  the  Stevens  building  across  the  street, 
and  Mr.  Heath  removed  it  to  the  more  central 
location  in  the  Hacking  block,  where  it 
stayed  until  the  current  year  when  it  was 
moved  across  the  street  into  the  C.  B.  Lutes 
building. 

The  post-office  of  Lenox  was  established  at 
the  "station"  in  1872  during  the  service  of 
Hon.  O.  D.  Conger  as  Congressman  from  this 
district.  The  fact  that  the  name  "Ridge- 
way"  was  being  duplicated  in  the  list  of 
postoffices  in  the  state  prevented  the  use  of 
that  name  for  this  postoffice,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  name  Lenox  both  for  the  postoffice 
and  the  railroad  station  gradually  led  to  the 
complete  abandonment  of  "Ridgeway"  as  a 
cognomen  for  this  locality.  The  new  post- 
office  was  established  more  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  officials  than  the  public  and  the 
small  salary  did  not  make  it  very  attractive. 
After  some  difficulty  James  P.  Davis  was  ap- 
pointed, who  first  kept  the  office  at  his  resi- 
dence on  Mary  street  and  later  in  the  Jonas 
building  on  Main  street  and  still  later  in  the 
Jesse  Gleason  building  on  Grand  Trunk  ave- 
nue. After  two  years  service  Mr.  Davis 
yielded  possession  of  the  office  to  Zenas 
Corey,  who  held  it  fifteen  years.  The  public 
had  gradually  come  to  find  the  convenience 
of  the  office,  and  its  business  has  continually 
increased  in  size.  Gil  R.  Love  joy  took  charge 
of  the  office  in  1889  and  has  held  it  ever 
since  except  during  the  four  years  of  Presi- 
dent Cleveland's  second  term,  when  it  was 
held  by  J.  M.  Rowley.  It  has  been  located 
in  buildings  owned  by  Mr.  Love  joy  on  Main 
street  for  the  few  years.  In  January,  1904, 
the  first  rural  delivery  route  was  established 
with  David  W.  Wilson  in  charge,  and  in  the 
same  year  the  second  route  was  started  un- 
der the  care  of  Grant  Woodruff. 

The  village  of  Richmond  has  seven  church- 
es, the  Baptist,  Roman  Catholic,  Congrega- 
tionalism German  Evangelical,  Methodist 
Episcopal,  German  Lutheran,  and  German 
Methodist,  the  last  named  being  a  recent 
comer  from  its  former  location  near  Mutton- 
ville,  St.  Clair  Co.  The  Free  Methodists  had 
for  a  long  time  an  organization  in  this  vil- 
lage, also  which,  however,  just  at  present  is 
not  active. 

The  Catholic  edifice  is  located  in  Lenox 
and  a  very  pretty  Rectory  has  also  been 
built  by  the  parish. 


One  of  the  oldest  of  the  religious  organiza- 
tions of  the  place  is  the  Baptist  Society.  Pre- 
vious to  1869,  however,  no  formal  organiza- 
tion was  had,  although  meeting  had  for  some 
time  been  held  in  private  houses  and  in  a 
small  building  afterwards  used  for  the 
Lenox  postoffice.  The  organization  was  ef- 
fected June  15th,  1869,  with  Manson  Farrar, 
Deacon,  II.  F.  Douglas,  Clerk,  and  D.  Stew- 
art, Treasurer,  and  a  board  of  trustees  made 
up  of  the  above  named  officers  and  James 
Cooper  and  Harvey  French.  The  following 
year  in  January  the  Sabbath-school  was  or- 
ganized and  later  in  the  year  steps  taken  to 
secure  the  erection  of  a  suitable  house  of 
worship.  This  was  completed  on  a  lot  given 
for  that  purpose  by  Mr.  Gillett,  February 
25th,  1871.  The  society  has  pursued  a  con- 
tinuous and  generally  successful  career  ever 
since.  Among  the  early  pastors  were  Rev. 
William  Arlington,  and  Rev.  Silas  Finn.  The 
several  ministers  of  this  church,  as  nearly  as 
can  be  ascertained  with  the  dates  of  their 
taking  charge  are  as  follows :  S.  Gardner  in 
1876 ;  A.  W.  Gower,  in  1877 ;  E.  E.  Bayliss, 
in  July,  1878 ;  M.  H.  DeWitt,  in  October  of 
that  year ;  E.  M.  Stephenson,  in  September, 
1879 ;  Rev.  Fairchild,  in  1880 ;  W.  H.  Rupert, 
in  1883 ;  Rev.  A.  Snyder,  in  1885 ;  W.  T.  Os- 
born,  in  1887;  Rev.  Wm.  Harr,  in  1890;  Dea. 
Arthur  Dav  in  1892 ;  Miss  Vera  Wadsworth, 
in  1892 ;  Rev.  A.  Story,  in  1894 ;  W.  H.  Mills, 
May  16,  1897;  F.  M.  Teller,  in  1898;  II.  N. 
Marsales,  in  1899,  and  the  present  pastor, 
Rev.  C.  M.  Batty,  in  1901. 

The  German  Evangelical  Church  of  the 
village  belongs  to  the  Synod  of  North  Ameri- 
ca and  was  established  in  Richmond  in  1889. 
The  Rev.  E.  L.  K.  Hagen  took  charge  then 
with  seventeen  families  associated  with  the 
new  church.  The  church  and  parsonage 
were  built  that  year.  Mr.  Hagen  left  in  1895 
and  Rev.  R.  E.  Riemann,  the  present  pastor, 
took  charge  of  the  church  at  the  same  time. 
He  had  formerly  been  an  East  India  mis- 
sionary for  nine  years.  There  are  at  present 
seventy-five  families  connected  with  the  so- 
ciety, and  a  Sunday-school  of  from  thirty  to 
forty  children  is  presided  over  by  five  teach- 
ers. The  organization  bears  every  evidence 
of  being  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Con- 
nected with  this  church  is  the  Evangelical 
Trinity  Church  of  Armada  with  twenty-five 
families  associated,  which  was  established  in 
1898,  and  as  well  the  First  German  Evan- 
gelical Church  of  Adair,  established  in  1899, 
with  thirty-one  families  attending.  Ladies 
Aid   Societies   are    organized   in   connection 
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with  each  of  these  churches,  the  one  at  Rich- 
mond numbering'  23  members,  that  at  Ar- 
mada, eighteen,  and  the  Adair  society  having 
seventeen  members.  The  business  affairs  of 
the  Richmond  Church  are  looked  after  by  a 
Church  Committee  appointed  every  three 
years.  The  present  committee  is  made  up  of 
Charles  Linke,  Charles  Piels,  Charles  Hage- 
meister,  William  Baumgarten  and  Jos.  Har- 
ting.  Among  those  prominent  in  maintain- 
ing this  church  in  addition  to  those  above 
named  on  the  Committee  are  Ephraim  Baum- 
garten, John  Hirt,  F.  Gierk,  P.  E.  Williams, 
A.  Linclke,  W.  Woehlert,  John  Wiher,  Fr.  R. 
Schurz,  A.  Dittmann,  and  A.  Matchin. 

Tuesday,  September  26,  1871,  the  followers 
of  the  Congregational  church  in  and  about 
Richmond  met  at  the  office  of  Dr.  D.  G.  Glea- 
son,  and  there  adopted  the  constitution  of 
the  First  Congregational  Society  of  Rich- 
mond. The  members  of  the  new  organization 
numbered  forty-five  and  they  selected  as 
their  first  Trustees:  C.  S.  'Knight,  Seth 
Lathrop  and  E.  M.  Beebe.  S.  M.  Stone  was 
chosen  Clerk  and  Mrs.  C.  S.  Knight  as  Treas- 
urer. In  1872  a  church  building  was  built 
on  land  given  therefor  by  Seth  Lathrop.  The 
present  building  was  erected  in  1887.  The 
ministers  in  charge  of  this  church  have  been 
as  follows :  S.  0.  Bryant  from  1872  to  1875  ; 
W.  I.  Hunt,  1875-77 ;  Ebenezer  Ireland,  1879- 
81 ;  Frank  Bissell,  1881-82  ;  Rev.  Norris,  1882  ; 
Rev.  Walley,  in  1884;  G.  M.  Franklin,  in 
1887;  F.  E.  York,  in  1888;  D.  A.  Strong,  in 
1891;  II.  R.  Williams,  in  1893;  S.  A,  Long, 
in  1896;  I.  Terbourgh,  in  1899;  Rev.  Gadd,  in 
1903. 

In  1832  Daniel  Hall  invited  Jere  Norton 
and  John  Hicks  to  meet  at  his  house  for  the 
first  Methodist  prayer  meeting,  which  was 
led  by  Norton.  During  the  same  year  Miss 
Mary  Norton  organized  the  first  Sunday 
school,  which  was  held  in  the  house  of  John 
Hicks.  The  first  sermon  preached  in  the 
neighborhood  was  the  funeral  sermon  of 
Henry  Stump  in  1838.  The  Rev.  R.  R.  Rich- 
ards officiated  at  the  services  and  the  burial 
was  in  the  rear  of  the  late  Sanford  M. 
Stone's  house.  The  first  class  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  was  organized  by  the 
Rev.  L.  Whitney  in  1839  and  met  in  the 
log  school  house  opposite  James  McCauley's 
house.  From  this  time  on  services  were  held 
pretty  regularly,  up  to  1844,  usually  at 
Daniel  Hairs,  after  that  until  1847  at  the 
log  school  house  and  later  in  the  frame 
school  house  on  the  farm  afterwards  owned 
by   Barclay   Welding,      In   1859   the   M.    E. 


Church  building  was  constructed  standing  on 
the  lot  immediately  west  of  the  old  West 
school  building  at  a  cost  of  $1,800.00.  From 
here  the  church  was  moved  to  its  present 
site  and  given  quite  extensive  repairs  in 
1867.  In  1871  a  division  in  the  church  oc- 
curred and  nearly  one-half  of  the  members 
withdrew  and  formed  the  Free  Methodist 
Society.  In  1881  a  lot  for  a  parsonage  was 
purchased  on  which  in  1882  the  present  resi- 
dence was  built.  Since  then  the  church  itself 
has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  an  addi- 
tion put  on,  for  which  work  liberal  subscrip- 
tions were  received  at  the  time  of  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  renovated  building,  and  the 
society  was  thus  enabled  to  start  free  from 
debt  upon  a  term  of  successful  work,  which 
is  now  being  continued  by  the  Rev.  W.  Geich. 
The  High  School  of  Richmond  was  built  in 
1875  and  has  had  for  principals :  H.  F.  Smith 
for  three  years,  S.  II.  Briggs  for  three  years, 
G.  II.  Burgess  for  one  year,  E,  L.  Briggs 
for  one  year,  A.  E,  Millett  for  three  years, 
R,  J.  Crawford  for  nine  years,  J.  M.  Tice  for 
two  years,  L.  A.  Suydan  for  three  years,  and 
W.  L.  Lee  for  five  years.  It  is  located  in 
District  No.  13  of  the  Township  and  its  value 
and  the  amounts  paid  for  school  purposes  is 
included  in  the  totals  for  the  Township 
given  elsewhere.  There  is  now  under  way  a 
plan  for  the  consolidation  of  this  district  and 
the  Lenox  district  (Fractional  12  of  Lenox 
township)  which  has  developed  anew  the 
ancient  jealousy  between  the  two  ends  of 
the  village,  and  threatens  to  delay  the  erec- 
tion of  larger  and  more  suitable  quarters  for 
the  schools.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  con- 
troversy has  not  been  settled  so  as  to  be- 
come a  part  of  history. 

Richmond  has  proven  itself  to  be  one  of 
the  most  energetic  and  progressive  of  the 
villages  of  the  County.  It  now  has  a  popula- 
tion of  about  1,300,  and  has  besides  the  enter- 
prises already  mentioned,  an  opera  house 
with  seating  capacity  of  about  500,  a  fine 
driving  park,  three  grain  elevators,  a  cream- 
ery, egg  pickling  works,  a  flour  mill,  fruit 
evaporators,  and  several  smaller  factories.  It 
is  well  equipped  with  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone service  and  an  unusual  amount  of  pub- 
lic spirit  and  enterprise  is  displayed. 

Another  thrifty  village  of  Richmond  is 
Memphis,  although  it  lies  also  partly  in  St. 
Clair  County.  The  locality  was  settled  as 
early  as  1835,  the  earliest  families  being  the 
James  Wells,  Potter,  Welch,  Moore,  Slater, 
Mansfield,  and  Bird.  It  was  incorporated  as 
a  village  in  1865,  and  now  has  a  population 
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of  about  650.  It  has  three  churches,  Congre- 
gational, Methodist  and  Adventist.  The 
Memphis  Bee  is  published  here,  and  the 
private  bank  of  Fred  G.  Coburn,  under  the 
name  of  the  Memphis  Bank,  attends  to  the 
financial  interest  of  the  town.  Flouring 
mills  and  a  grain  elevator  exist  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  neighboring  farmers. 

When  the  postoffice  was  to  be  established 
in  1848  there  was  considerable  discussion 
over  the  name  to  be  taken,  the  locality  hav- 
ing up  to  that  time  been  usually  referred  to 
as  Well's  Settlement.  Bellview,  because  of 
the  river  on  which  the  town  is  located,  Riley, 
in  honor  of  the  Indian  chief  who,  days  gone 
by,  had  been  prominent  and  well-known  in 
the  locality,  and  Birney,  after  James  G.  Bir- 
ney,  were  among  the  names  suggested  and 
rejected  for  Memphis. 

As  early  as  1837  religious  services  were 
held  here  by  Mrs.  Chilson,  a  follower  of  the 
Methodist  church,  but  it  was  not  until  at 
least  a  decade  later  that  the  Methodists  had 
a  church  building  of  their  own.  The  Con- 
gregational society  was  formed  in  1840  at 
the  house  of  Deacon  A.  Gilbert  under  the 
guidance  of  Eev.  Seth  Hardy  of  Romeo. 
Their  house  of  worship  was  built  in  1842  and 
their  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Charles  Kellogg. 
In  1839  a  Baptist  society  was  formed,  made 
up  largely  of  the  Simmons,  Smith  and  Eaton 
families.  At  one  time  the  society  owned  a 
small  meeting  house  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  village  but  for  many  years  has  had  no 
active  existence. 

Oel  Rix,  who  built  a  flour  mill  there  in 
about  1840,  was  also  the  proprietor  of  the 
first  store  of  the  settlement.  Dr.  Sabin,  the 
first  physician  of  the  locality,  built  a  saw- 
mill about  the  same  time.  Having  railroad 
connection  with  Port  Huron  and  none  with 
the  rest  of  Macomb  County,  and  being  partly 
in  the  former  county,  Memphis'  business  is 
largely  directed  northward  rather  than  to- 
wards the  balance  of  the  County. 

The  following  tables  of  the  population  and 
assessed  valuation  of  the  township  are  pre- 
pared from  the  public  records : 

POPULATION. 

1840 602 

1845 815 

1850 1,000 

1854 1,263 

1860 1,685 

1864 1,484 

1870 2,182 

1874 2,105 


1880 2,613 

1884 2,524 

1890 2,485 

1894 2,385 

1900 2,275 

1904 2,354 

ASSESSED  VALUATION. 

1842 $  45,519.00 

1846 44,710.00 

1851 47,161.00 

1856 217,613.00 

1861 250,700.00 

1866 309,620.00 

1871 395,152.00 

1876 430,000.00 

1881 1,202,000.00 

1886 1,070,000.00 

1891 1,100,000.00 

1896 1,080,000.00 

1901 1,320,000.00 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

ARMADA   TOWNSHIP   AND   VILLAGE. 

It  is  related  that  in  the  year  1832,  a  meet- 
ing; was  called  at  Armada  Corners  (later 
usually  spoken  of  as  Selleck's  Corners)  at  the 
southern  corners  of  sections  31  and  32,  our 
present  township  of  Armada,  to  consider  the 
proposition  of  organizing  a  separate  township. 
At  this  time,  Armada,  together  with  Rich- 
mond, formed  a  part  of  Ray.  At  this  meet- 
ing, the  organization  was  strongly  opposed 
at  first,  but  was  later  carried  and  at  that  time 
the  name  Armada  was  determined  upon  with- 
out any  knowledge  of  its  special  meaning  or 
its  fitness.  It  was  said  to  have  been  sug- 
gested by  Hosea  Northrup.  In  the  legisla- 
tive enactment  creating  the  township,  the 
name  was  spelled  Armadia,  but  in  later  men- 
tions of  the  township,  the  proper  name  Ar- 
mada was  used.  The  first  township  meeting 
was  fixed  at  the  house  of  Edmund  Stewart, 
the  first  Monday  of  April,  1834.  At  this  meet- 
ing, Henry  B.  TenEyck  presided  and  Ros- 
well  W.  Green  acted  as  Clerk;  Darius  Ses- 
sions and  Minot  T.  Lane  acted  as  inspectors. 
At  the  election  which  followed,  Alfred 
Goodell  was  chosen  Supervisor ;  Leonard  Lee, 
Clerk;  Erastus  Day,  Eden  Armstrong  and 
Iddo  "Warner,  Assessors;  Edmund  Stewart 
and  Norman  Burk,  Overseers  of  the  Poor; 
John  Proctor,  Chauncey  Bailey  and  Hosea 
Northrup,  Commissioners  of  Highways;  Asa 
Palmer,  Constable;  Martin  Buzell,  Alfred 
Goodell,  Asa  Holman,  Charles  Parrar,  School 
Inspectors;    Joel    Cartwright,    Job    Howell, 
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Peter  Woodbeck,  Joseph  C.  Donaldson,  A. 
Goodell,  Benoni  Knapp,  and  Nathaniel  Car- 
ter, Overseers  of  Highways. 

These  officers  afford  the  names  of  many  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  the  township.  In  ad- 
dition should  be  named,  however,  Nathan 
Rowley,  Neil  Gray,  Norman  Perry,  Ira  But- 
terfield,    Elisha    D.    Andrews,    Elijah    Burk, 

Israel  G.  Belknap,  Daniel  Draper,  and 

Aldrich. 

The  Government  land  survey  of  this  town- 
ship was  made  by  William  Preston,  Deputy 
United  States  Surveyor,  in  March,  1817.  This 
survey,  starting  at  the  corner  of  sections  35 
and  36  on  the  south  boundary  of  the  town- 
ship, first  ran  north  to  the  north  line  of  the 
township,  thus  passing  through  the  site  of 
the  present  village  of  Armada.  The  sur- 
veyor's memoranda  regarding  the  land  where 
now  stands  the  village  of  Armada,  was  as  fol- 
lows :  "Land  first  half  mile  second  rate, 
rolling  and  dry,  last  half  same ;  timber  fallen, 
undergrowth  thorn,  plum  briars,  etc.,  March 
15th,  1817.  The  descriptions  given  by  the 
surveyor  of  the  township  generally,  would 
indicate  a  low,  level  country  somewhat  wet, 
heavily  timbered  and  second  rate  soil  well 
watered  with  many  streams  having  a  general 
southern  direction.  The  survey  having  been 
made  in  March,  the  melting  snows  and  over- 
flowing of  streams  undoubtedly  aided  in  giv- 
ing an  unfavorable  impression  of  the  country 
and  led  to  the  soil  being  classed  as  second  rate. 
This  impression  may  have  continued  for  sev- 
eral years,  as  the  high  rolling  "oak  openings" 
to  the  west  were  occupied  by  the  home  seekers 
for  some  time  before  the  more  fertile  and 
productive  soil  of  the  township  was  taken  up. 
Another  reason  that  has  been  suggested  for 
this  order  of  selecting  lands  was  the  fact  that 
the  "oak  openings,"  being  lightly  timbered 
and  covered  only  with  an  underbrush,  could 
be  readily  cleared  and  prepared  for  grain, 
and  thus  secure  a  quicker  return  to  the  settler. 
Then,  too,  the  streams  of  Armada  were  slug- 
gish, and  being  clogged  by  the  fallen  timber, 
the  water  was  held  back  and  covered  the  low 
lands,  thus  making  the  country  appear  more 
water  soaked  than  it  actually  was.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  the  township  had  no  lakes,  hills 
or  marshes  within  its  borders.  "A  slight  ele- 
vated sand  ridge  thought  to  be  an  ancient  lake 
beach  entered  the  township  near  the  south- 
west corner,  and  curving  to  the  north,  passed 
out  near  the  northeast  corner  of  section  24. 
An  earth  embankment  of  a  fort  like  struc- 
ture, supposed  to  have  been  the  work  of 
mound  builders,   stood   on  the   bank  of  the 


large  stream  on  section  18.  As  this  was  very 
near  the  section  line,  it  seems  strange  that 
the  surveyors  were  entirely  silent  as  to  its 
existence.  The  first  settlers  report  walls  of 
earth  several  feet  (16)  in  height;  that  it  ran 
along  the  bank  of  the  river  several  rods,  had 
apparently  a  gateway  and  the  inclosure  con- 
tained more  than  three  acres.  Two  other 
structures  of  similar  character  were  found  in 
its  vicinity,  one  on  the  northwest  some  two 
or  three  miles  distant  and  one  to  the  south- 
west less  than  two  miles." 

We  quote  further  from  Mr.  Cannon's  ar- 
ticle on  the  Early  History  of  Armada  Town- 
ship, published  in  the  Armada  Graphic  in 
July  of  1900. 

' '  In  the  now  township  of  Armada,  the  first 
entry  of  Government  land  was  made  by  John 
Proctor,  Nov.  8,  1823.  Mr.  Proctor  gave  his 
residence  as  Livingston  County,  state  of  New 
York.  The  selection  being  for  the  southwest 
fractional  quarter  of  section  31,  comprising 
121.91  acres.  This  appears  to  have  been  the 
only  parcel  of  land  bought  of  the  Government 
in  the  township  during  that  year. 

In  1824  there  were  but  four  who  took  up 
land  in  the  town;  these  were  Chauncey 
Bailey,  Peter  Daniels,  Moses  Freeman  and 
Norman  Perry.  These  entries  were  all  on  the 
western  side  of  the  town  in  sections  18  and  31. 

In  1825  Benoni  Knapp  and  Job  Howell, 
both  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  were  the  only 
buyers.  In  1827  Friend  Marks  of  Macomb 
County,  and  Darius  Sessions  of  Connecticut, 
were  the  only  purchasers.  In  1827  the  num- 
bers were  increased  to  10.  These  were  Israel 
G.  Belknap,  Hosea  Northrup,  James  Stark- 
weather, Benagen  Tupper,  John  Finch  and 
Charles  Tupper,  Peter  Edgett,  Sylvester  and 
Darius  Finch. 

Only  two  buyers  in  1828.  These  were 
Chauncey  Moore  and  Darius  Sessions.  In 
1829  Peter  Aldrich,  Edmund  and  John 
Stewart,  and  Job  Howell  were  the  only  buy- 
ers. So  slow  was  the  town  in  settling  that 
only  seven  entries  of  land  were  made  in  1830. 
These  buyers  were  Joseph  and  Peter  Aldrich, 
Calvin  S.  White,  Abram  Northrup,  John  D. 
Armstrong,  William  Begole  and  Leonard 
Lee. 

In  the  following  two  years,  1831  and  1832, 
the  number  of  buyers  had  greatly  increased, 
and  from  thence  on  the  lands  were  rapidly 
taken  up,  the  rush  being  in  1833-36.  The  last 
parcel  of  land  being  sold  to  Norman  Burk, 
Nov.  3,  1841,  and  was  for  the  southeast  y4 
of  southwest  14  section  2.  And  only  four 
others  were  buyers  that  year.     These  were 
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James  Pountain,  Abel  Sumner,  Holley  Goyer 
and  Oliver  Strobridge. 

A  number  of  women  became  holders  of  real 
estate  in  the  town  by  securing  titles  direct 
from  the  government.  Charlotte  King  and 
Anna  Finch  bought  each  a  40  on  section  35 
in  1834.  Diana  Lathrop  bought  an  80  on 
section  1  in  1836.  Betsey  Harrington  secured 
a  fractional  lot  of  91  acres  on  section  4  in 

1836.  Abigail  Rowley  bought  a  40  on  section 

7  in  1833.  Polly  Burrington  entered  an  80 
on  section  9  in  1836.  Susan  Banister  become 
the  owner  of  120  acres  on  section  4  in  1835. 
Melinda  Chamberlin  bought  an  80  on  section 
14  in  1835.  Betsey  Andrews  in  1835  bought 
a  quarter  of  section  14.  Catherine  Smith  and 
James  Donaldson  became  the  joint  owners  of 
240  acres  on  section  18  in  1832.  Lucy 
Knickerbocker  bought  an  80  on  section  23  in 
1834.  Rhoda  J.  Belknapp  in  1831  bought  a 
fractional  lot  of  60  acres  on  section  31.  Sarah 
Ann  Conklin  took  up  a  60  on  section  13  in 

1837.  The  largest  land  owner  direct  from 
the  government  was  Elisha  D.  Andrews,  who 
secured  760  acres,  making  his  selections  in 
sections  20,  21  and  22.  He  wTas  from  Monroe 
county,  state  of  New  York,  and  his  first  pur- 
chase was  160  acres  in  1831  on  section  22. 
Anson  Pettibone  bought  320  acres  in  sections 
13  and  24  in  1833.  Daniel  F.  Hunt  secured 
240  acres,  Ira  Phillips  270,  Austin  Day  199 
acres,  Elijah  Burke,  Jr.,  200  acres.  Amos 
Palmer,  Blake  Barrows  and  Waldo  Barrows 
united  in  buying  240  acres  on  section  12  in 
1836.  Josiah  C.  Leech,  of  Livingston  Coun- 
ty, state  of  New  York,  bought  237  acres  in 
1832  on  section  7.  Ezekiel  A.  Osborn  secured 
269  acres  on  section  3  in  1833. 

There  were  18  separate  entries  of  160  on 
fractional  quarter  sections  made  in  the  town, 

8  of  120  acres  and  126  entries  of  80  acres  or 
fractional  80  's  and  102  of  40  or  fractional 
40  acre  lots.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-two 
separate  entries  in  all  by  various  purchases 
and  all  the  government  land  had  passed  into 
the  hands  of  private  parties.  These  buyers 
were  mostly  eastern  people  and  the  states  of 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut 
were  represented,  while  a  few  gave  their  resi- 
dence as  the  United  States. 

Eighteen  years  had  passed  since  the  first 
selections  of  land  had  been  made,  and  these 
were  largely  for  homes,  as  it  is  believed  that 
but  few  parcels  were  bought  and  held  for 
speculative  purposes. ' ' 

John  E.  Day,  in  an  article  supplemental  to 
Mr.  Cannon's  work,  pointed  out  the  fact  that 


as  the  first  settlers  in  Armada  had  come  by 
the  way  or  Romeo  or  Indian  Village,  as  it 
wTas  then  called,  it  was  natural  that  they 
should  follow  the  " trail"  running  east  from 
Romeo  to  St.  Clair  along  which  the  mail  was 
carried  at  that  time  once  a  week  each  way. 
It  was  along  this  trail  that  John  Proctor  evi- 
dently came  when  he  was  attracted  by  the 
point  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  township, 
near  which  Proctor's  mill  was  later  built.  It 
will  be  noticed,  too,  that  nearly  all  of  the 
land  buyers  during  the  next  few  years  were 
along  the  southern  tier  of  sections  in  the 
township.  Alfred  Goodell,  Sanford  Corbin 
and  Alvah  Sibley  in  about  1831  settled  a 
mile  north  of  this  "trail"  in  section  25.  Com- 
ing from  Romeo,  they  had  passed  the  locations 
of  Leslie,  Day,  Edget,  Farrar,  Warner  and 
Howell,  and  passed  the  night  with  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Belknapp,  whose  log  cabin  stood 
on  the  corner  of  section  29.  They  camped  on 
the  site  of  the  house  long  owned  by  Holley 
Goyer,  and  later  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Barringer, 
where  they  were  joined  the  next  day  by 
Goodell,  who  had  brought  his  family  to  Romeo 
from  Detroit  a  few  days  prior.  The  Goodells 
made  a  small  clearing  during  the  summer  of 
1832  and  in  the  fall  prepared  for  the  erection 
of  a  story  and  a  half  house  in  the  raising  of 
which  they  were  assisted  by  the  neighbors. 
At  this  time  a  man  by  the  name  of  Richards 
was  the  mail  carrier  between  Romeo  and  St. 
Clair  over  what  was  called  the  Hoxie  Trail. 
In  the  summer  of  1832  the  Butterfields  located 
just  north  of  the  Goodells,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing winter  Edwin  Rose  came.  Elijah 
Burke  came  in  April,  1833,  and  purchased 
the  frame  house  started  by  Corbin,  and  in 
the  following  year  Corbin  returned  to  the 
settlement  from  Rochester,  where  he  had  been 
following  his  trade  and  started  the  mill,  which 
in  view  of  the  remarkably  good  crop  of  the 
year  1833,  proved  a  most  useful  addition  to 
the  district.  In  September,  1834,  the  Ridge 
Road  was  laid  out  by  Burke  and  a  fewr  of  his 
neighbors,  which  road  later  formed  a  part  of 
the  road  from  Port  Huron  to  Romeo,  and  the 
corners  where  Burke  himself  is  located  came 
to  be  designated  as  Burke's  corners,  by  which 
name  the  site  of  the  village  of  Armada  was 
for  years  known. 

The  next  few  years  Armada  shared  with 
the  rest  of  Michigan  in  the  rapid  growth  of 
wild  hopes  of  the  times.  A  melancholy  re- 
minder of  these  hopes  appears  in  the  records 
of  the  Register  of  Deeds  office,  although  all 
memory  of  it  seems  to  have  faded  from  the 
minds  of  even  the  oldest  settlers  of  Armada. 
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June  22d,  1837,  John  N.  Draper  platted  the 
Village  of  Genoa,  laying  out  192  lots  of  fifty 
by  one  hundred  feet.  This  village  was  sup- 
posed to  be  located  in  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  6,  but  why  it 
was  conceived  and  why  it  never  existed,  except 
on  paper,  "deponent  saith  not." 

In  an  old  map  in  the  writer's  possession 
bearing  date,  1859,  the  two  localities  in  the 
township  bearing  specific  names,  were  "Ar- 
mada Corners"  at  the  southern  corner  of  sec- 
tions 31  and  32  (later  better  known  as  Sel- 
leck's  Corners)  and  Honeoye,  the  name  by 
which  the  present  Armada  village  was  known 
for  a  number  of  years.  This  name  was  se- 
lected, I  believe,  because  of  the  desire  of  a 
number  of  the  settlers  in  the  locality  to  be  re- 
minded of  their  former  home.  The  business 
directory  of  the  place  at  that  date  included 
Dr.  J.  S.  Smith,  the  Rev.  S.  E.  Warren,  H.  B. 
Castle,  E.  F.  Sibley,  merchant;  J.  C.  Snover, 
"horse  farrier  and  saloonkeeper";  N.  Bar- 
ringer,  blacksmith ;  J.  W.  Van  Blaricum,  car- 
penter; S.  S.  Stearns,  M.  D. ;  A.  Conger,  W. 
Tibbitts,  J.  P. 

The  village,  although  settled  as  early  as 
1830,  and  having  a  Post  Office  as  early  as 
1843,  was  not  incorporated  until  1867,  at 
which  time  the  first  village  election  was  di- 
rected to  be  held  January  14th,  1868,  under 
the  superintendence  of  William  IT.  Clark,  Jr., 
William  E.  Preston  and  Francis  M.  Grout. 
March  5th,  1885,  the  village  was  incorporated 
by  special  act  of  the  Legislature,  which,  how- 
ever, merely  directed  the  continuation  of  the 
former  officers,  by-laws  and  entire  village  ma- 
chinery, and  continued  the  name  under  which 
the  village  had  been  incorporated  by  the  Su- 
pervisors, Armada.  The  Presidents  of  the 
village  have  been  as  follows:  Hiron  Hatha- 
way, F.  M.  Grout,  Charles  Lathrop,  C.  F. 
Corbin,  John  E.  Barringer,  William  Preston, 
James  Flowers,  Hiram  Barrows,  David  H. 
Barrows,  L.  IT.  Lincoln,  IT.  IT.  Spencer,  Phil- 
lip B.  Aldrich,  Charles  Andrews,  Henry  C. 
Aldrich,  Sabin  I.  Stump,  Wesley  A.  Dudley 
and  Elton  P.  Cudworth. 

The  first  postmaster  of  the  village  was  Solo- 
mon Lathrop,  who  had  the  office  in  the  home 
of  the  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Benton,  then  Con- 
gregational pastor.  Later  John  P.  Hall  acted 
as  distributer  of  the  few  letters  that  arrived 
until  about  1848,  when  Charles  A.  Lathrop, 
the  storekeeper,  became  postmaster,  and  for 
the  first  time,  the  office  wras  kept  in  a  public 
building.  The  village  has  steadily  progressed, 
received  several  severe  baptisms  of  fire,  which 
have  served  to  call  forth  handsomer  and  bet- 


ter business  places.  The  place  now  has  a  pop- 
ulation of  about  950  and  has  a  hotel,  bank, 
prosperous  schools,  water  works,  a  weekly  pa- 
per— Armada  Graphic — Congregational,  Ger- 
man Evangelical  and  Methodist  churches.  It 
is  located  on  the  air  line  division  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  System,  and  has  express,  telephone  and 
telegraphic  connections.  David  H.  Barrows 
is  the  present  postmaster. 

The  Armada  Savings  Bank  was  founded 
in  1885  by  Bert  C.  Preston.  It  was  a  private 
bank  under  the  name  of  Banking  House  of 
Bert  C.  Preston.  In  March,  1901,  it  was  re- 
organized as  a  state  bank  under  the  name  of 
the  Armada  Savings  Bank  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $25,000.00.  Its  present  corps  of  officers 
are  Bert  C.  Preston,  President ;  George  H. 
Hebblewhite,  Vice-President;  J.  E.  Macau- 
ley,  Cashier.  The  President,  Vice-President, 
Frank  E.  Lathrop,  of  Armada,  John  L.  Pres- 
ton of  Port  Huron  and  James  H.  McDonald 
are  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  bank  build- 
ing, built  in  1897  by  Mr.  Preston  at  a  cost  of 
nearly  $4,000.00,  is  heated  by  furnace,  well 
lighted,  with  a  front  of  Ohio  stone  and  terra 
cotta.  It  is  well  equipped  with  Mosler  safe 
and  vault  and  is  one  of  the  most  up-to-date 
bank  buildings  in  the  county. 

The  Armada  Graphic,  published  by  C.  D. 
Macauley,  is  the  representative  of  the  press 
at  this  thriving  village.  It  has  enjoyed  a  suc- 
cessful career  for  a  great  many  years  under 
the  ownership  of  H.  J.  Barrows.  It  has  been 
preceded  in  Armada  by  the  Telegraph,  estab- 
lished in  April,  1876,  by  A.  F.  Stone  and  by 
the  Armada  Index,  established  in  1874  by 
Edward  IT.  Bentley. 

The  Congregational  Church  of  Armada 
was  organized  in  September,  1838,  by  the  Rev. 
John  B.  Shaw,  then  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Romeo.  Its  charter  mem- 
bers were  Elijah  Burke  and  Betsey  Burke, 
Alvah  and  Mary  C.  Sibley,  John  P.  and  Ke- 
turah  Hall,  Betsey  Beebe,  Charlotte  Millard 
and  Robert  Love.  The  following  pastors  have 
labored  in  this  church  since  its  organization: 
Rev.  Luther  Shaw,  1840-41 ;  Rev.  Samuel  A. 
Benton,  1843-56 ;  Rev.  Luther  Shaw,  1856-57 ; 
Rev.  Samuel  M.  Judson,  1858-60;  Rev.  Rob- 
ert G.  Baird,  1862-75;  Rev.  Eben  L.  Hill, 
1876-77;  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Pearce,  1877-78; 
Rev.  A.  H.  Fletcher,  1879-80;  Rev.  J.  F.  Mal- 
comb,  1880-81 ;  Rev.  Henry  N.  Bissell,  1881- 
86 ;  Rev.  Enoch  H.  Burt,  1886-89 ;  Rev.  John 
H.  Ashby,  1889-98;  Rev.  Hendrik  Van  Om- 
meren,  1898-1903;  Rev.  Jonathan  Turner, 
since  1903. 
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THE    ARMADA    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 

The  following  account  of  that  most  suc- 
cessful and  long-lived  of  agricultural  affairs 
of  the  county — that  organization  which  has 
afforded  so  many  pleasant  occasions  for  re- 
newing old  friendships  and  acquaintances  not 
to  mention  opportunities  for  most  successful 
and  satisfactory  electioneering — the  Armada 
Fair,  has  been  furnished  to  the  writer  by  Dr. 
J.  E.  Barringer,  who  has  been  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  Society  since  its  founding : 

"The  Armada  Agricultural  Society  is  the 
outgrowth  of  the  Armada  Farmers  &  Me- 
chanics' Club  of  Armada  Township,  which 
was  organized  at  the  call  of  a  few  men,  who 
thought  to  improve  their  occupation  by  free 
discussion  of  topics  connected  with  their  busi- 
ness. The  organization  was  effected  in  1870 
with  Hiron  J.  Hathaway,  President;  J.  E. 
Barringer,  Secretary;  and  Nathan  Adams, 
Treasurer.  Meetings  were  held  monthly  and 
a  plowing  match  was  held  each  year.  The 
last  two  years  of  its  existence  as  a  club,  a  fair 
was  held  at  the  village  of  Armada,  at  which 
no  entrance  fee  was  charged,  and  no  cash 
premiums  were  paid,  simply  a  card  to  desig- 
nate a  preference.  The  officers  the  second 
year  were  the  same  as  the  first.  The  third 
year  John  Paton,  Sr.,  was  chosen  President, 
and,  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Adams,  C.  A. 
Lathrop  succeeded  him  as  Treasurer.  In 
February,  1873,  a  meeting  was  held,  respon- 
sive to  a  call  of  citizens  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  an  agricultural  society  upon  a  broad- 
er basis,  and  capable  of  becoming  an  incor- 
porated body.  All  being  favorably  inclined, 
the  object  was  effected,  and  the  Armada  Agri- 
cultural Society  began  its  existence  with  Hon. 
Charles  Andrews,  President;  H.  H.  Spencer, 
Vice-President;  J.  E.  Barringer,  Secretary; 
Charles  A.  Lathrop,  Treasurer;  and  a  board 
of  directors  as  follows:  George  W.  Phillips, 
W.  D.  Pettibone,  Abner  Lemon,  James  Craw- 
ford, Jabez  Hebblewhite,  J.  F.  Jackman, 
Erastus  Day  and  Amasa  Sutton.  The  first 
fair  of  the  society  was  held  on  the  Society's 
ground  on  the  first  week  in  October,  1873, 
and  the  society  has  held  an  annual  fair  since 
without  a  break,  the  last  one  being  held  the 
first  week  of  October,  1904. 

"The  Society  is  not  a  township  institution 
as  its  name  would  seem  to  imply,  but  is  open 
to  entries  and  membership  without  regard  to 
locality.  It  has  no  race  track,  and  never  has 
offered  or  paid  any  premiums  for  speed.  In 
fact,  it  was  organized  and  has  been  success- 
fully operated  as  a  purely  agricultural  fair 
without  horse  racing  or  any  games  of  chance 


ever  being  allowed  on  its  grounds,  and  al- 
ways has  maintained  the  liberal  admission  fee 
of  twenty-five  cents  for  each  person  each  day. 
The  beautiful  grounds  and  commodious  build- 
ings are  all  the  property  of  the  Society  in 
"fee  simple,"  and  all  its  promises  are  re- 
deemed and  its  obligations  paid.  Presidents 
of  the  Society  have  been:  Charles  Andrews, 
John  McKay,  W.  D.  Pettibone,  George  A. 
Phillips,  J.  E.  Barringer,  Benjamin  F.  Proc- 
tor, Amos  Finch,  D.  S.  Youngs,  James  David- 
son, 0.  D.  Pomroy,  Henry  Pratt.  Secretaries: 
J.  E.  Barringer,  George  F.  Adams,  H.  P.  Bar- 
ringer, A.  J.  Freeman  and  Orby  Hulett. " 

The  first  school  house  in  Armada  township 
was  located  on  the  lands  of  Col.  Perry,  near 
Armada  Corners,  built  of  logs  put  up  by  a 
"bee"  and  covered  with  timber  donated  by 
Noah  Webster  (not  of  dictionary  fame).  The 
next  was  also  a  log  school  house  located  near 
the  house  of  Alfred  Goodell.  This  was  put 
up  in  1836  to  accommodate  the  school  which 
prior  to  that  time  had  been  held  in  Mr.  Good- 
ell's  barn  by  Miss  Harriett  Perkins.  About 
this  same  time,  a  school  was  erected  in  the 
village  with  slabs  standing  endwise  spiked 
to  a  frame  made  of  poles.  The  first  teacher  in 
this  was  a  Miss  Day  from  Massachusetts,  who 
evidently  was  discouraged  by  the  hardships 
and  disadvantages  of  the  pedagogic  profession 
in  Michigan  and  soon  returned  to  her  native 
state.  George  Lathrop  taught  in  this  school 
house  in  1838  or  1839,  and  was  followed  by 
Miss  Amelia  Bancroft  and  Joseph  Goodell. 
Charles  A.  Lathrop  also  taught  here  at  a 
somewhat  later  period.  In  1843,  the  Rev.  S. 
E.  Benton  from  Vermont  established  a  pri- 
vate school  at  his  house  in  teaching  which  he 
was  assisted  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Gleason.  The  Rev. 
Eleazer  W.  True  also  opened  a  private  school 
in  a  building  erected  for  that  purpose  in  the 
southeasterly  part  of  the  village  which  was 
conducted  successfully  from  about  1848  to 
1853.  The  Rev.  Mr.  True  continued  to  live 
in  Armada  until  his  death  in  1874.  The  old 
school  house  in  the  village  soon  gave  way  to 
a  frame  building,  and  was  later  superseded  by 
a  brick  building  and  the  growing  demands  of 
the  schools  have  always  been  promptly  met 
by  the  inhabitants,  who  were  the  descendants 
of  that  class  of  Americans  who  have  ever 
appreciated  the  benefits  of  an  education.  The 
ten  school  districts  of  Armada  township  have 
property  estimated  worth  $7,700.00,  and  ex- 
pended during  the  year  of  1904-05,  $3,544.00 
in  teachers'  wages.  Eight  or  nine  months 
school  is  held  in  each  of  the  Districts.  The 
Directors  of  the  various  districts  for  the  past 
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year  have  been  as  follows :  E.  J.  Proctor,  H. 
E.  Curtis,  E.  A.  Hewett,  Frank  Millard,  A. 
H.  Stephens,  E.  F.  Phillips,  Daniel  0.  Pome- 
roy,  Peter  Chatron,  Ferdinand  Ebeling  and 
Adelbert  Lewis. 

A  History  of  Armada  without  further  men- 
tion of  Elijah  Burke  would  be  sadly  incom- 
plete. He  was  born  in  Mexico,  New  York, 
June  13th,  1807,  and  removed  to  the  site  of  the 
present  Armada  village  in  1833.  His  brother, 
Norman  Burke,  had  preceded  him  nearly  two 
years.  He  was  married  in  December,  1829, 
to  Betsey  A.  Bur  dick,  a  native  of  Cayuga 
County,  New  York.  Mr.  Burke  was  active  in 
all  that  would  forward  the  interest  of  a  new 
settlement ;  at  his  home  was  held  the  first  re- 
ligious services  in  the  neighborhood,  and  he 
was  ever  a  willing  helper  in  the  Sabbath 
School  and  temperance  movements,  and  in 
whatever  he  felt  would  redound  to  the  moral 
growth  of  the  community.  He  was  held  in 
high  esteem  and  sincere  affection  by  his  neigh- 
bors. He  died  at  his  home  in  Armada  in 
1848. 

The  Supervisors  of  the  township  have  been 
Alfred  Goodell,  1833-35;  Minot  T.  Lane,  1836- 
39 ;  Solomon  Lathrop,  1840-43 ;  Norman  Per- 
ry, 1844-51;  Darius  Sessions,  1852-53;  Nor- 
man Perry,  1854-55;  Warren  Tibbetts,  1856- 
58 ;  Charles  Andrews,  1859-63 ;  Erastus  Day, 
1864-5;  George  E.  Burke,  1866;  Hiram  Bar- 
rows, 1867-8;  Gideon  Draper,  1869;  Charles 
Andrews,  1870-2 ;  Gideon  Draper,  1873 ;  Holly 
Goyer,  1874-79;  Charles  Andrews,  1880-91; 
Harvey  P.  Edwards,  1892-95 ;  Charles  H.  Cas- 
tle, 1896-1905. 

The  Clerks  of  the  township  have  been: 
Leonard  Lee,  1834;  Chauncey  Bailey,  1835- 
36 ;  James  Flower,  1837 ;  Urial  Day,  1838-39 ; 
Ira  Selleck,  1840;  Charles  W.  Chamberlain, 
1841;  James  McCracken,  1842;  Charles  W. 
Chamberlain,  1843;  James  McCracken,  1844- 
45 ;  Andrew  Ward,  1846-51 ;  George  Andrews, 
1852-53;  Andrew  Ward,  1854-55;  Winfield 
Wisner,  1856;  Charles  A.  Lathrop,  1857; 
Crawley  P.  Drake,  1858;  Winfield  Wisner, 
1859 ;  Nathan  Adams,  1860 ;  Michael  R.  Weir, 
1861;  Nathan  Adams,  1862-64;  Henry  C.  Al- 
drich,  1865-66 ;  George  McClusky,  1867 ;  Per- 
rin  C.  Goodell,  1868-70;  Charles  A.  Snover, 
1871 ;  James  E.  Vincent,  1872 ;  David  H.  Bar- 
rows, 1873-75;  Robert  B.  Vibbert,  1876; 
George  F.  Adams,  1877-82 ;  S.  B.  Shaw,  1883 ; 
D.  H.  Barrows,  1884-86 ;  Harvey  P.  Edwards, 
1887-91;  Edward  W.  Sutton,  1892-3;  Hiram 
J.  Barrows,  1894-95;  Edward  W.  Sutton, 
1896-1905. 

The  Treasurers  of  the  township  have  been : 


Asa  Palmer,  1834;  George  T.  Powell,  1835; 
J.  S.  Becraft,  1836 ;  Abner  Barrington,  1837- 
38;  Minot  T.  Lane,  1839;  Sanford  H.  Corbin, 
1840;    Joseph   C.   Donaldson,     1841;     Elijah 
Burke,    1842-44;    Samuel    Wizner,    1845-50; 
Perrin  C.  Goodell,  1851-52;    John    Johnson, 
1853;  David  T.  Pratt,   1854-57;   Thomas  M. 
Gould,    1858;    Benjamin    F.    Kellam,    1859; 
Daniel  D.  Dunham,   1859;   Dounce  D.   Dun- 
ham, I860;  Crowley  P.  Drake,  1861 ;  H.  H. 
Spencer,  1862  ;  Burton  W.  Seeley,  1863 ;  Beach 
G.  Whitney,  1864;  Burton  W.  Seelev,  1865- 
67;    Thomas    Proctor,     1868-9;    Michael    R. 
Weir,   1870-71;   George    F.    Adams,   1872-3; 
John  E.  L.  Barringer,  1874-5;  David  H.  Bar- 
rows, 1876-7 ;  Elisha  D.  Lathrop,  1878-9 ;  Da- 
vid  H.    Barrows,    1880-82;    H.    J.    Barrows 
1883;  B.  C.  Preston,  1884-5;  Sabin  I.  Stump,' 
1886-87;     Oratus     Hulett,     1888;    Bert     C. 
Preston,       1889 ;       Horace      P.       Barringer, 
1890;     Oscar     D.     Pomerov,     1891-2;     Carl- 
ton  M.    Partch,    1893-4;    Charles   H.    Castle, 
1895;   Elton  P.   Cudworth,   1896-7;   Herman 
Tietz,   1898-99;   Fred   Hebblewhite,    1900-01; 
Charles  E.  Lathrop,  1902-03;  Hiram  J.  Bar- 
rows, 1904;  Harvey  P.  Edwards,  1905. 

The  population  of  the  township  as  per  cen- 
sus returns  has  been  as  follows: 

1837    1001 

1840    652 

1845    1069 

1850    H46 

1854   1415 

I860    1488 

1864   1316 

1870    1722 

1874   155? 

1880    1793 

1884   1701 

1890    1770 

1894   1796 

1900    1933 

1904   1976 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  of 
the  township  as  equalized  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  has  been  as  follows: 

1842  $   59,617.00 

1846  62,000.00 

1851  67,508.00 

1856  380,193.00 

1861  386,405.00 

1866 400,329.00 

1871  430,290.00 

1876  445,000.00 

1881  1,122,000.00 

1886  1,040,000.00 

1891  1,035,000.00 
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1896    960,000.00 

1901    1,130,000.00 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  RAY. 

This  township  was  named,  it  is  recorded,  by 
Noah  Webster,  one  of  its  earliest  settlers, 
after  the  Latin  name  of  a  river  in  Europe, 
Rhea.  The  Latin  spelling  was  evidently  early 
abandoned,  since  we  find  it  Ray  in  the  act  of 
1827  establishing  the  township  and  directing 
the  first  town  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  house 
of  Noah  Webster,  the  alleged  christener  of 
the  new  township.  This  meeting  was  held 
May  28th,  1827,  and  at  it  Reuben  R.  Smith 
was  called  to  preside  and  Edmund  Steward 
was  made  clerk  of  the  meeting.  The  result 
of  the  election  that  followed  showed  Smith 
elected  Supervisor  and  Steward  Clerk.  The 
other  officers  elected  at  this  time  were: 
Chauncey  Bailey,  William  Stephens  and  John 
Proctor,  Assessors;  Norman  Perry,  Job  How- 
ell, and  Nathaniel  Thomson,  Commissioners; 
Moses  Freeman,  Constable  and  Collector;  Jo- 
seph Chubb,  Sr.,  William  Hall  and  Josiah 
Hamblin,  Overseers  of  the  Poor;  Joseph 
Chubb  and  Chauncey  Bailey,  fence  viewers; 
Job  Howell  and  Joseph  Chubb,  path  masters. 

The  government  survey  of  this  township 
was  made  in  February,  1817,  by  William  Pres- 
ton, Deputy  United  States  Surveyor,  and  the 
impressions  of  the  surveyor  of  the  town  and 
also  an  account  of  the  first  land-buyers  has 
been  collated  by  George  II.  Cannon,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Its  surface  was  level  and  densely  timbered, 
no  lakes  or  hills  were  found  and  no  marshes 
or  waste  land;  many  small  streams  flowing 
southward  gave  a  plentiful  supply  of  water, 
and  everything  would  appear  to  make  it  de- 
sirable for  settlement  except  its  heavy  growth 
of  forest  trees  which  abounded  everywhere 
in  stately  trunks  of  tall  and  thick  growth. 
These  may  well  have  appalled  the  stoutest 
heart  and  most  resolute  to  conquer.  We  will 
copy  from  the  field  book  of  the  surveyor  his 
notes  of  a  few  section  lines  taken  at  random 
at  various  portions  of  the  township.  In  go- 
ing north  from  the  corner  of  sections  31  and 
32  on  the  south  boundary  at  40  chains  he  set 
a  post  for  quarter  section  corner,  his  witness 
trees  were  a  sugar  maple  12  inches  in  diam- 
eter and  a  white  oak  30  inches.  At  46  chains 
he  came  to  a  marsh  which  was  16  rods  wide, 
at  66  chains  and  50  links  he  marked  a  maple 
for  a  witness  tree,  which  was  30  inches  in 
diameter  and  at  80  chains  he  established  the 


corner  for  sections  29,  30,  31  and  32.  This 
corner  is  now  the  center  of  the  village  of 
Davis.  Of  the  land  on  this  mile,  he  says; 
Land  good  second  rate,  timber,  white  oak,  ash, 
elm,  lynn,  sugar  and  beech,  with  under- 
growth of  spice,  prickly  ash,  ironwood  and 
beech.  In  running  west  from  this  corner  at 
58.46  chains,  he  marked  a  white  oak  tree 
three  feet  in  diameter  for  a  line  tree,  and  at 
63.70  chains  he  passed  a  run  8  links  wide 
running  south  and  at  70.20  chains  he  came 
to  the  west  boundary  95  links  south  of  the 
corner.  The  soil  on  this  mile  he  calls  good 
second  rate,  with  timber  same  as  before.  We 
turn  now  more  to  the  interior  of  the  town  and 
go  north  between  sections  22  and  23,  and  at 
80  chains  he  set  a  post  in  a  willow  marsh, 
where  was  a  run  3  links  wide,  course  east,  for 
the  corner  of  sections  14,  15,  22  and  23.  He 
calls  this  land  good  second  rate,  with  timber 
of  oak,  beech,  sugar  and  elm,  undergrowth 
of  prickly  ash  and  beech.  We  will  now  go 
east  between  sections  15  and  22.  At  29.10 
chains  he  found  a  creek  which  was  66  links 
wide,  course  south,  at  80  chains  he  intersect- 
ed the  east  boundary  of  the  section  52  links 
south  of  the  corner.  This  land  he  calls  very 
good  second  rate,  with  sugar  tree,  ash,  beech, 
lynn  and  elm  timber,  undergrowth  of  sugar 
beech  and  spice.  North  on  line  between  sec- 
tions 5  and  6  at  10  chains  a  run,  3  links  wide, 
course  east  at  24  chains  a  creek  50  links  wide 
running  east,  alongside  same,  at  32.50  chains, 
the  same  course  northeast  at  85.57  intersect- 
ed the  north  boundary  of  the  town  6  links 
from  the  corner  on  same.  Land  good  second 
rate,  timber,  beech,  sugar,  ash,  white  oak  and 
lynn,  undergrowth  beech,  ironwood,  plum  and 
hawthorn.  This  was  the  last  mile  run  in 
the  township  by  the  method  then  in  vogue  in 
subdividing  a  town,  and  the  date  given  was 
February  17th,  1817.  The  area  of  the  town- 
ship was  found  to  be  22,763  acres  and  costing 
the  government  much  less  than  one  cent  per 
acre  for  its  survey.  On  its  surface  a  thick 
growth  of  timber  everywhere  abounded, 
growing  rank  and  tall  on  a  clay,  loamy  soil, 
very  rich,  it  was  all  of  the  deciduous  variety 
and  not  in  all  its  borders  were  found  any  of 
the  conifer  species.  Beech,  hard  and  soft 
maple,  oak,  lynn,  black  and  white  ash,  with 
much  elm  interspersed,  were  the  main  varie- 
ties of  timber  prevalent.  The  land  was  in 
due  time  offered  for  sale  by  proclamation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  land 
office  for  this  district  being  located  at  Detroit. 
The  first  parcel  of  land  sold  in  the  township 
was  conveyed  to  Reuben  R.  Smith,  who  gave 
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his  residence  in  Macomb  county,  his  selection 
being  the  east  half  of  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  6,  January  7th,  1824.     Only  three 
others  selected  and  bought  land  in  that  year 
— Joseph    Chubb,    October    14th;    Nathaniel 
Thompson,  October  18th  and  Josiah  Lee,  No- 
vember  3d.     In   1825   sixteen   persons   made 
their  selections  of  land,  nine  in  1826,  ten  in 
1827,  five  in  1828,  one  in  1829  and  fourteen 
in  1830.     From  this  date  on  the  buyers  were 
frequent,  many  taking  up  land  in  1831,  the 
rush  being  in  1835-6  and  7.     The  last  parcels 
of  land  sold  by  the  government  in  the  town 
were  taken  by  Green  Freeman  in  section  25, 
and  by  Henry  R.   Mizner  in   section   13   on 
February  13th,  1853.     It  will  be  seen  that  in 
less  than  thirty  years  all  of  the  government 
land   in   this  township   had   passed  into  the 
hands  of  private  parties.     The  buyers  were 
mostly  young  men  and  their  holdings  were 
acquired   for   the   purpose    of    building    up 
homes,  but  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  selections, 
were  held  for  speculative  purposes,  and  were 
generally  in  small  parcels  of  forty  or  eighty 
acre  tracts.     The  largest  land  buyer  was  Jo- 
seph Chubb,  who  bought  640  acres,  section  22 
entire.     James  Thompson  bought  560  acres, 
Nathaniel  Thompson  480,  Andrew  Sotherland, 
John   Inman,   Jr.,   Joseph  Durfee,   Jr.,   each 
400  acres;  Joel  Thompson  and  Noah  Webster 
320  acres  each,  Benjamin  N.  Freeman,  Hiram 
H.  Lillibridge,  William  Gass  and  Lewis  Davis 
240  acres  each ;  while  eleven  bought  160  acres 
each,  a  large  number  buying  80  and  40  acre 
tracts.     Several  women  evidenced  their  faith 
in  the  future  prosperity  of  the  town  by  ac- 
quiring title  to  a  considerable  portion  of  its 
real  estate.    Clarissa  Bump  bought  in  section 
1,  Lois  S.  Holman  in  section  4,  Lydia  Garvin 
in  sections  14  and  21,  Naomi  Southerland  and 
Huldah  Hall  bought  in  section   25,   Almira 
Tuttle  in  section  26,  Polly  Owens  in  section 
27,  Irene  Bates  in  section  30,  Margaret  Mc- 
Gregor in  section  32,  Lydia  Stone  in  section 
33,   Elizabeth   Jones   and   Susannah   Roberts 
bought  in  section  35.     The  majority  of  the 
settlers    came   from   central  New  York  and 
from  the  counties  of  Genesee,  Ontario,  Yates, 
Monroe,  Greene,  Seneca,  Livingston  and  Ni- 
agara.   One  hailed  from  New  Hampshire  and 
one  gave  his  residence  as  state  of  Virginia. 
Two  came  from  Washington  county,  Rhode 
Lsland.     One  from  New  York  city  and  one 
from  Upper  Canada.    As  a  matter  of  interest 
it  will  be  of  value  to  note  the  names  and  year 
in  which  the  first  owners  secured  their  title 
to  the  lands  in  this  township.     Section  1  was 
taken  by  Stillman  Goff  in  1827,  John  Perry  in 


1831,  Silas  Nye  and  Maxwell  Bray  in  1833, 
Clarissa  Bump  and  William  Pratt  in  1835, 
Nelson  Perry  in  1836,  Richard  Case  in  1837, 
and  Benjamin  C.  McArthur  in  1839.  Section 
2  was  secured  by  Sanford  Wood  in  1827, 
William  Giddings  in  1830,  N.  M.  Millspaugh 
and  Miriam  Titus  in  1831  and  1834,  Andrew 
Southerland  in  1832,  William  G.  Hathaway  in 
1835.  Section  3  was  patented  to  William  R. 
Hicks,  Lewis  S.  Holmes  and  Moses  R.  Smith 
in  1831,  Charles  Marble,  Jr.,  in  1833,  Cyrus 
Hewitt  in  1834,  Daniel  Hewitt  and  John  Mc- 
Kinster  in  1835.  Section  4  was  bought  by 
Seamans  Filmore  and  Arnold  Lanfier  in  1830, 
Lois  S.  Holman  and  Benjamin  L.  Perkins  in 

1831,  Benjamin  Proctor,  John  M.  Crawford 
and  Seamans  Filmore  in  1832.  Section  5 
was  taken  by  Benjamin  N.  Freeman  in  1826, 
Isaac  Thompson  in  1827,  Benjamin  and 
Aaron  Howard  in  1830,  Horace  Dowd  and 
Noah  Webster  in  1831.  Section  6  was  bought 
by  Reuben  R.  Smith  in  1824,  Benjamin  N. 
Freeman,  Reuben  Smith,  Noah  Webster,  Ed- 
mund Stuart  and  Daniel  Evans  in  1825,  An- 
son Rowley  in  1827  and  John  Proctor  in  1829. 
Section  7  was  taken  by  Rufus  Hall  in  1826, 
Simon  King  in  1827,  Benjamin  Proctor  in 
1828,  Noah  Webster  in  1830,  Anson  Bristol, 
Anson  Rowley  and  Isaac  Stone  in  1831.  Sec- 
tion 8  went  to  Nathaniel  Thompson  in  1824, 
Charles  Redway  and  William  Hall  in  1825, 
William  H.  Baker  in  1826,  Carpus  Redway 
and  Benjamin  Proctor  in  1828,  and  to 
James  Thompson  in  1830.  Section  9 
was  selected  by  Nathaniel  Thompson  in 
1824,  William  Hall  in  1825,  John  M.  Craw- 
ford in  1830,  Jeremiah  Jewel,  Andrew 
and  David  Southerland  in  1831.  Section 
10  was  patented  to  Andrew  Southerland 
in  1831,  David  B.  Bennett  and  Stephen  Smith 
in  1834,  Daniel  Hewitt,  Franklin  Moore,  Joel 
Thompson  and  D.  S.  Perry  in  1835,  and  to 
Hiram  King  in  1838.  Section  11  went  to 
Alexander  Southerland  in  1826,  Andrew 
Southerland  in  1831,  Elisha  Corby  in  1832, 
Abner  W.  Benton  and  James  Steward  in  1835 
and  to  Joel  Thompson  and  James  Steward, 
1836.  Section  12  was  sold  to  Alexander 
Southerland   in   1825,    William   Giddings   in 

1832,  Thomas  F.  Dryer  and  William  Gid- 
dings in  1836,  William  M.  Vallet  in  1837,  and 
to  Richard  Case  in  1844.  Section  13  was 
bought  by  Nehemiah  Cole  in  1832,  Joseph  M. 
Caldwell  and  Newell  S.  Cole  in  1833,  Joseph 
M.  Caldwell  in  1834,  Carleton  N.  Brown  in 
1835-6,  Azariah  Prentis  in  1836,  Seyman 
Young  and  Orlando  B.  Skibs  in  1837,  and  to 
Henry  R.  Mizner  in  1853.     Section  14  went 
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to  James  Colwell  in  1832,  Simon  Perry,  Ly- 
dia  Garvin,  Abner  W.  Benton  and  Nehemiah 
L.  Cole  in  1835,  and  to  William  M.  Milley  and 
Orasmus  Lathrop  in  1836.  Section  15  was 
taken  by  Josiah  Lee  in  1824,  Joshua  Price  in 
1827,  James  Thompson  and  Samuel  Butter- 
field  in  1832  and  1835.  Section  16  was  bought 
of  the  state  bv  A.  Freeman  in  1839,  S.  Stone, 
A.  Miller,  ]\L  T.  Howell,  F.  Hiff  in  1842,  P. 
Miller  and  D.  and  Josiah  Lee  in  1842  and  N. 
Gray,  Jr.,  in  1845.  Section  17  was  bought 
by  Nathaniel  Thompson  and  Elijah  Stone  in 
1826,  Dennison  R.  Rose  in  1827,  James 
Thompson  in  1828  and  1831,  and  Heman  Nye 
in  1831.  Section  18  wTas  sold  to  John  R.  Per- 
ry and  John  D.  Smith  in  1830,  Thomas  Mitch- 
ell, John  Dicken,  Valentine  Lamb,  Milton  H. 
Webster  and  John  Inman,  Jr.,  in  1831,  and 
to  Anson  Bristol  in  1832.  Section  19  was 
obtained  by  Silas  Hayden  and  Abraham  T. 
Powell  in  1825,  Mayor  Webster  in  1826,  John 
Ferguson,  James  Collins,  John  Inman,  Jr., 
Bissell  Robinson  and  Philander  Miller  in 
1831.  Section  20  was  sold  to  Zelotus  Stone 
in  1826,  William  M.  Milley,  John  Inman,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Miller  and  Heman  Nye  in  1831. 
Section  21,  Isaac  Monford  bought  in  1827, 
Edward  Arnold  in  1831,  Nathaniel  Garvin 
and  Henry  Morris  in  1832,  Simon  Stone, 
Theophilus  Stone  and  Samuel  Inman  in 
1833,  Lydia  Garvin  in  1835  and  Theophilus 
Stone  in  1836.  Joseph  Chubb  bought  entire 
section  22  in  1824-5.  Section  23  was  sold  in 
1835  to  William  J.  Loucks,  Martin  Priestly, 
Lyman  Wheeler,  Joel  Thompson,  Wilson  W. 
Miller:  in  1836  Ira  S.  Perry,  U.  C.  Smith  and 
Elisha  B.  Strong.  Section  24  was  taken  by 
Rous  Card  and  John  Miller  in  1835,  Azariah 
Prentis,  Dennis  Turner,  Daniel  Lee,  Samuel 
Meek  and  Jonathan  T.  Flint  in  1836;  B.  C. 
Southerland  in  1851  and  William  Armstrong 
in  1852.  Section  25  was  sold  to  Huldah  Hall, 
David  B.  Tuthill  and  Charles  Wykoff,  Norton 
Wykoff  in  1835 ;  Richard  Breed,  Hiram  Rob- 
erts, Walden  King  and  Royal  W.  Jenney  in 
1836;  Naomi  Southerland  in  1852  and  to 
Green  Freeman  in  1853.  Section  26  was  pat- 
ented to  William  H.  Drake,  William  McCurdy 
and  James  Jones  in  1837;  Steward  Taylor, 
Ovid  Allen,  John  F.  Seaman,  Urban  C.  Smith, 
William  Tuttle,  Simon  W.  Newberry,  Harvey 
S.  Higgins,  Josiah  Parks  and  Almira  Tuttle 
in  1836,  and  to  William  Richards  in  1845. 
Section  27  was  conveyed  to  John  Matthews, 
William  Stevens  and  Samuel  Everets  in  1825 ; 
Robert  Warner  in  1832,  Urban  C.  Smith, 
Thomans  G.  Omans  in  1835,  to  William  M. 
Milley,  Polly  Omans  and  Lewis  Curtis  in  1836. 


Section  28  was  secured  by  Henry  Morris  in 
1831,  William  Gass  in  1832,  and  to  Jacob 
Shermerhorn  and  William  Gass  in  1833 ;  to 
Marvin  Stone  in  1835,  and  to  Edwin  Jerome 
in  1836.  Section  29  was  sold  to  John  Inman, 
Jr.,  in  1831,  John  Gass,  Jr.,  in  1832,  William 
Gass,  John  J.  Steel,  Thomas  Payne  and  Will- 
iam Gass  in  1833.  Section  30  was  bought  by 
Eli  H.  Webster  in  1826,  Isaac  Milley  and  Ed- 
ward Arnold  in  1830,  Daniel  Wilber  in  1831, 
and  Irene  Bates  in  1832.  Section  31  was 
taken  by  Lewis  Davis  in  1830,  Norman  Row- 
ley, Levi  Hoard  and  Austin  Rowley  in  1833, 
Alden  Fenneer  and  Edwin  Arnold  in  1834. 
Section  32  was  sold  to  Joseph  Durfee,  Jr.,  in 
1827-8-30,  Margaret  McGregor  in  1832, 
Lewis  Davis  in  1834-51.  Section  33  was 
patented  to  Nicholas  Johnson  and  Jacob  E. 
Shermerhorn  in  1833,  Samuel  Hoxie,  Joseph 
Durfee,  Joseph  Durfee,  Jr.,  and  Lydia  Stone 
in  1835,  Daniel  McGregor  and  William  Lyons 
in  1836.  Section  34  was  sold  to  William 
Warner  in  1833,  John  F.  Seaman,  Hezekiah 
DeGraff,  Hyman  II.  Lillibridge  and  Newell 
Durfee  in  1835,  and  to  Elijah  Anderson  in 
1836.  Section  35  was  entered  by  Nelson  R. 
Holdridge  in  1831,  Russell  Roberts,  Austin 
Holdridge,  Beverly  Robinson,  Henry  Polkin- 
hone  and  William  Warner  in  1835,  Elizabeth 
Jones,  Jacob  Seamans,  Susannah  Roberts  and 
Win.  Warner  in  1836,  and  to  Benj.  B.  Ker- 
cheval  in  1837.  Section  36  was  bought  by 
Jacob  A.  Crawford,  Davis  Crawford,  Nelson 
R.  Holdridge  and  Ira  Crawford  in  1831, 
Stephen  C.  Crawford  in  1834,  David  B.  Tut- 
tle, Stephen,  Daniel  C,  Enoch  and  Jacob  A. 
Crawford  in  1835. 

Certainly  our  worthy  President  of  today 
would  not  have  been  uneasy  about  race  suicide 
had  he  contemplated  the  families  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Ray.  The  town  was  fortunate  in 
the  large  number  of  its  land  buyers  who  be- 
came its  residents,  and  also  in  the  sturdy, 
vigorous  stock  from  which  they  came.  The 
heavy  task  of  clearing  off  the  heavy  timber 
and  making  homes  and  fertile  farms  was  un- 
dertaken with  right  good  will  and  carried 
through  to  a  most  successful  issue.  Among 
the  largest  families  among  these  early  settlers 
was  that  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  E.  Davis, 
who  settled  near,  and  after  whom  was  named 
Davis.  His  nine  sons  have  honored  his  name 
and  scattered  it  through  the  county  and  else- 
where. It  would  be  interesting  to  be  able  to 
give  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  family 
such  as  can  be  given  of  another  of  Ray's  old 
families. 
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THE  GASS  FAMILY, 

who  have  long  pursued  the  admirable  prac- 
tice of  holding  annual  family  reunions.  As 
many  as  forty  years  ago  at  least  began  the 
custom  of  the  children  of  John  Gass  to  meet 
annually  at  the  old  hotel  at  Davis,  and  there 
revive  the  memory  of  their  childhood  days 
and  friends.  As  time  went  on  the  gatherings 
widened  until  at  their  meeting  now  all  as 
expected,  and  few  others  allowed,  can  boast 
of  having  in  their  veins  the  blood  of  John 
Gass,  or  who  have  married  into  the  Gass 
family.  In  1902,  three  hundred  and  ten  per- 
sons gathered  at  the  reunion  and  not  to  exceed 
five  of  them  were  ' '  outsiders. ' '  The  meetings 
have  always  been  held  in  Kay  with  one  excep- 
tion. 

A  formal  organization  has  been  perfected 
the   better  to   secure   the   attendance   of   all, 
and  the  last  Wednesday  in  August  is  set  for 
the  annual  round-up  of  the  family.    At  pres- 
ent Watson  W.  Lyons  is  the  President,  An- 
drew J.   Gass,  the  Vice-President,   and  East 
Gass,   the   Secretary  of  the  association.     Up 
until  1902  there  had  always  been  present  at 
least  one  of  the  sons  of  the  founder  of  the 
family,  but  death  has  chosen  his  victims  since 
and  in  1904,  not  one  of  the  first  generation, 
either  sons,  daughters  or  their  spouses,  were 
left  to   gather  with  the   children,   grandchil- 
dren and  great-grandchildren.     As  nearly  all 
of  these  have  been  residents  of  Ray  part  of 
their  lives  at  least  the  families  of  the  children 
of  John  Gass  are  here  detailed:     John  Gass, 
the  father,  was  born  in  1776,   and  came  to 
Ray  in  July,  1837,  from  Greene  County,  New 
York,    and   located   in   section    30.     Here  he 
died  December  17th,  1861.    His  children  num- 
bered fourteen,  all  of  whom  except  one  lived 
to  maturity  and  came  to  Macomb  county,  and 
usually    married    there    and    founded    homes 
here  after  marriage.     Duncan,  the  oldest  son, 
married  Hannah  Goodsell,  sister  of  Dr.  Good- 
sell  of  Chesterfield;  Lydia,  the  oldest  daugh- 
ter, married  Asel  Whitcomb  and  became  the 
ancestor   of  the   large    Whitcomb    family   of 
Ray.     The  names  of  the  other  children  and 
their  mates  will  recall  to  those  familiar  with 
Ray  names,  many  of  its  prominent  residents. 
Jemima  married  John  Dicken  of  Ray  (father 
of  William  Dicken,  once  County  Clerk) ,  Will- 
iam, Phidelia  Chapman ;  John,  Margaret  Stitt, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Stitt,  who  came  to  Wash- 
ington, this  county,  in  1825;   Jane  married 
John  Inman;  Eleanor,  Bissell  Robinson;  and 
George,  Rachel  Johnston.    Nelson  married  the 
sister  of  Squire  Wm.  M.  Willey,  another  head 
of  one  of  Ray's  large  families.     Three  of  the 


daughters  evidently  had  similar  tastes,  for 
they  each  found  in  a  Lyons  her  affinity,  the 
three  married  three  brothers.  Eliza  married 
William  Lyons  and  became  the  mother  of 
Watson  W.  Lyons,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bartlett  of 
Romeo  and  Rebecca  Wiers  of  Davis ;  Harriet 
selected  Elias  Lyons,  the  father  of  Wilson, 
Munson  and  Lawson  Lyons;  while  Clarissa 
chose  Sanford  Lyons.  James,  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  married  Valoria,  daughter  of 
Orsel  Dudley  of  Washington. 

The  many  small  rapid  running  streams  in 
the  town  afforded  inviting  water-power  for 
saw  and  grist  mills,  and  the  earlier  days  saw 
several  very  successful  mills.  Probably  the 
oldest  grist  mill  was  the  Gray  mill  in  section 
six,  where  Dr.  Neil  Gray  started  and  long 
ran  a  most  successful  mill,  starting  at  an 
early  day.  In  the  days  of  the  old  plank  roads 
this  was  a  shipping  point  for  flour  into  which 
large  amount  of  the  wheat  of  the  surrounding 
country  had  gone.  Dr.  Gray  was  one  of  the 
firm  of  Gray  Bros.,  who  also  so  successfully 
operated  mills  in  Washington,  Bruce  and  also 
in  Oakland  county.  Later  the  mill  was  run 
only  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  buckwheat 
flour.  Since  about  1890  it  has  not  been  run. 
Another  old  mill  was  the  Proctor  mill  in  the 
extreme  northwest  corner  of  the  town. 

Another  mill,  started  in  early  days,  which 
has  not  merely  held  its  own,  but  has  led  the 
way  in  improvements  and  progress,  is  the  mill 
now  owned  and  operated  by  Fred  B.  Wolcott 
on  section  16.  This  was  built  by  Freeman, 
and  has  been  operated,  among  others,  by  John 
Smith,  Norman  Crawford,  and  Frank  Ritter, 
between  its  start  and  its  becoming  the  prop- 
erty of  the  present  owner.  It  is  now  fitted 
with  the  most  improved  machinery  for  mak- 
ing the  best  flour  and  is  in  every  way  an  up- 
to-date  flouring  mill  and  does  a  business  in 
quantity  and  quality  that  justifies  the  judg- 
ment of  its  owner. 

Among  the  saw  mills  were  the  one  built 
and  long  run  by  Robert  Warner  and  Heze- 
kiah  DeGroff,  two  and  a  half  miles  east  from 
Davis;  the  Plank  Road  Mill  at  Davis  was 
for  a  long  time  operated  almost  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  the  plank  for  the  Mt. 
Clemens  and  Romeo  Plank  Road;  and  the 
Shafer  Mill  at  Ray  Center. 

Among  the  other  localities  in  the  town  that 
have  borne  special  names  and  played  their 
parts  in  the  life  of  the  people  there  are  Sel- 
leck's  corners  on  the  north  town  line,  a  mile 
east  of  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town, 
where  Uncle  John  Selleck  kept  his  popular 
tavern;  Dicken 's  Corners  at  the  junction  of 
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the  two  Plank  Roads  that  traversed  the  town ; 
Ray  Center,  where  another  of  the  famous  tav- 
erns flourished  in  stage  coach  days,  and  with 
the  passing  of  the  cause  of  their  being,  have 
fallen  to  less  interesting  uses,  or  to  utter  dis- 
use; Ray  Exchange,  a  mile  further  east,  the 
site  of  another  of  those  hotels,  and  Davis. 

This  last  named  place  was  for  a  long  time 
called  Brooklyn,  a  name  selected  because  the 
people  found  it  difficult  to  choose  between 
the  names  of  the  two  prominent  settlers  of  the 
neighborhood,  John  Gass  and  Jonathan  E. 
Davis.  "When  a  postoffice  came  to  be  estab- 
lished there  the  former  name  had  to  be  aban- 
doned to  escape  duplicating  the  postoffice 
name.  Here  was  located  the  plank  road  mill 
and  around  that  and  the  general  store  that 
has  been  located  there  for  many  years  has 
grown  up  a  little  village.  Here  are  now  lo- 
cated the  general  store  of  Giddings,  Wright 
&  Co.,  which  carries  a  stock  probably  not  sur- 
passed in  size  by  any  in  the  county,  the  furni- 
ture stock  of  S.  M.  AVhitcomb,  the  hardware 
store  of  Mclnnis,  a  shoe  and  harness  shop, 
a  saw  and  feed  mill  of  East  Gass,  and  a  tile 
yard,  besides  several  dwellings  and  a  church 
edifice  (Methodist),  where  the  Rev.  Wm.  B. 
Weaver  holds  service. 

The  first  church  building  in  Ray  was  built 
in  1839  for  the  Close  Communion  Baptist  So- 
ciety. Their  first  settled  minister  was  Will- 
iam Tuttle,  and  among  its  first  members  were 
Andrew  Southerland,  Russell  Roberts,  Hiram 
Roberts  and  Josiah  Parks.  The  Baptist 
church  proper  was  organized  in  1837.  The 
first  Congregational  church  in  Ray  was  or- 
ganized February  13th,  1838,  by  the  Rev. 
Philander  Baber  of  Romeo,  at  a  meeting  held 
at  the  house  of  David  Stone,  its  elected  Clerk. 
The  members  who  joined  at  that  time  were 
David  Stone  and  wife,  William  Stone,  Theo- 
philus  Stone,  Zelottes  Stone,  Orrilla  AVelton, 
Orsamus  Lathron  and  wife,  Thomas  E.  Dry- 
er and  Carlos  W.  Brown. 

The  first  adult  white  person  known  to  have 
been  buried  in  Ray  was  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Chubb,  on  January  9th,  1827.  Edgar  Free- 
man was  the  first  male  child,  and  Lucincla 
Chubb  the  first  female  child  born  of  white 
parents.  The  first  school  house  erected  in  Ray 
was  a  log  one  in  1834,  near  the  spot  now 
known  as  Ray  Center.  From  this  humble 
origin  the  schools  of  Ray  have  grown  until  in 
1904  in  the  eight  districts,  $3,436.16  was  ex- 
pended in  the  cause  of  education,  $2,176.25 
of  it  being  for  teachers'  wages.  Out  of  the 
332  included  in  the  school  census,  232  were 
enrolled  during  1904  and  attended  at  least 


part  of  the  eight  or  nine  months'  school  held 
in  each  district.  The  houses  are,  as  a  rule, 
in  excellent  condition  and  the  support  given 
the  schools  bear  witness  to  the  devotion  of 
its  inhabitants  to  the  cause  of  education,  the 
estimated  value  of  school  property  being 
$5,600.00. 

The  population  of  the  township  as  appears 
by  each  state  and  national  census  taken  is  as 
follows : 

1837 786 

1840 805 

1845 1,166 

1850 1,232 

1854 1,355 

1860 1,544 

1864 1,490 

1870 1,556 

1874 1,495 

1880 1,538 

1884 1,453 

1890 1,404 

1894 1,412 

1900 1,363 

1904 .1,307 

As  something  of  a  guide  to  the  increase  in 
the  value  of  the  property  of  Ray,  a  table  of 
the  assessed  valuations  as  equalized  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  county  for  the 
various  years  is  given  below: 

1842    $  59,856.00 

1846    58,507.00 

1851    63,353.00 

1856    391,781.00 

1861    359,930.00 

1866    366,700.00 

1871    388,440.00 

1876    380,000.00 

1881    894,000.00 

1886    790,000.00 

1891    810,000.00 

1896    785,000.00 

1901    850,000.00 

The  Supervisors  of  the  township  with  their 
times  of  service  have  been:  Reuben  R. 
Smith,  1827-38 ;  County  Commissioners,  1838- 
43;  Charles  Marble,  1839-40;  Josiah  Lee, 
1840 ;  Alexander  Tackles,  1842-43 ;  Neil  Gray, 
1843-44;  Jacob  A.  Crawford,  1844-45;  Reu- 
ben R.  Smith,  1845-46;  Jacob  A.  Crawford, 
1846-48;  John  M.  Crawford,  1848-49;  Jona- 
than E.  Davis,  1849-50;  John  M.  Crawford, 
1850-51;  Charles  Marble,  1851-52;  John  M. 
Crawford,  1852-54;  Joel  Thompson,  1854-55; 
Hiram  Barrows,  1855-56;  Joel  Thompson, 
1856-58 ;  Deliverance  S.  Priest,  1858-59 ;  Elias 
W.  Lyons,  1859-60 ;  Joel  Thompson,  1860-61 ; 
Deliverance    S.    Priest,    1861-62;    John    M. 
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Crawford,  1862-63;  Deliverance  S.  Priest, 
1863-70 ;  Ezra  Nye,  1870-81 ;  Watson  W.  Ly- 
ons, 1881-83;  Alien  Hazelton,  1883-4;  D.  S. 
Priest,  1884-86 ;  Milo  W.  Davis,  1886-91 ;  Al- 
bert McGregor,  1891-93 ;  M.  W.  Davis,  1893- 
95 ;  A.  N.  McGregor,  1895-96 ;  Geo.  W.  Downs, 
1896-1903;  Chester  Chubb,  1903-05. 

The  Clerks  for  the  same  time  were :  Ed- 
mund Steward,  1827-29 ;  Noah  Webster,  1830- 
35;  Duncan  Gass,  1836;  David  Stone,  1837- 
39 ;  W.  M.  Willey,  1840 ;  Josiah  T.  Robinson, 
1841 ;  W.  M.  Willey,  1842  ;  David  Stone,  1843 ; 
Oran  Freeman,  1844-45;  Joseph  Sutherland, 
1846 ;  William  M.  Lee,  1847-48 ;  Joel  Thomp- 
son, 1849-51 ;  Daniel  F.  Lake,  1852-53 ;  Will- 
iam M.  Lee,  1854 ;  Joseph  Chubb,  1855 ;  John 
Tewksbury,  1856;  Oran  Freeman,  1857-58; 
Joel  Thompson,  1859 ;  John  W.  Goodell,  1860 ; 
Ezra  Nye,  1861-64 ;  Wesley  W.  Willey,  1865- 
66 ;  Ezra  Nye,  1867-70 ;  Norman  Crawford, 
1871;  William  L.  Dicken,  1872;  Norman 
Crawford,  1873 ;  William  L.  Dicken,  1874-76 ; 
Norman  Crawford,  1877-78;  Milo  W.  Davis, 
1879-86;  O.  N.  Devereaux,  1886-7;  W.  F. 
Switzer,   1887-88;   Geo.   W.  Downs,   1888-90 ; 

A.  G.  Bottomley,  1890-91 ;  F.  L.  Chubb,  1891- 
92;  Geo.  W.  Downs,  1892-96;  T.  R.  Andrews, 
1896-98;  Wm.  S.  DeWitt,  1898-99;  Chester 
Chubb,  1899-03;  Dayton  Mclnnis,  1903-05. 

The  Treasurers  for  the  same  time  were: 
Moses  Freeman,  1827;  Norman  Perry,  1828- 
9  ;  Carpus  Redway,  1830  :  William  Hall,  1831 ; 
Apollos  A.  Fuller,  1832  ;  Norman  Perry,  1833 ; 
Eli  H.  Webster,  1834-36 ;  Elijah  Stone,  1837- 
38;  Wilson  W.  Miller,  1839-40;  Benjamin 
Miller,  1841 ;  David  Sutherland,  1842 ;  Joseph 
Sutherland,  1843;  Elijah  Stone,  1844;  Orsa- 
mus  Lathrop,  1845-46 ;  Elias  W.  Lyons,  1847- 
48;  James  H.  Sutton,  1849;  Thomas  G. 
Omans,  1850 ;  James  Gass,  1851 ;  Robert  Suth- 
erland, 1852-53;  John  Goodell,  1854;  John  E. 
Butterfield,  1855 ;  Nelson  Gass,  1856 ;  Charles 
Fillmore,  1857;  Elias  Stone,  1858;  Elias  L. 
Stone,  1859 ;  William  L.  Dicken,  1860 ;  Elias 
L.  Stone,  1861;  Wm.  D.  Thompson,  1862; 
Myron  Thompson,  1863-64;  Wesley  W.  Wil- 
ley, 1865;  Nelson  Gass,  1866;  R,  M.  Stitt, 
1867-68;  George  W.  Garvin,  1869-70;  Russell 

B.  Bratton,  1871-72 ;  Daniel  T.  Chubb,  1873- 
74;  Orrin  J.  Gass,  1875;  Volney  N.  Arnold, 
1876-77;  Eugene  W.  Miller,  1878;  Myron 
Thompson,  1879 ;  Eugene  W.  Miller,  1880-81 ; 
William  H.  Freeman,  1887-88;  Czar  D. 
Thompson,  1888-90;  E.  N.  Miller,  1890-91; 
Albert  Schnover,  1891-93;  Archie  M.  Chubb, 
1893-95;  J.  W.  Davis,  1895-97;  David  Cud- 
worth,  1897-99 ;  Alex  Mclnnis,  1899-01 ;  Czar 


D.  Thompson,  1901-03 ;  John  Klopstock,  1903- 
04;  Horace  Newberry,  1904-05. 

An  institution  which  since  its  home  is  now 
located  in  Ray,  properly  belongs  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  township,  is  the  Macomb  Lodge 
No.  64  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Ray 
alone,  however,  has  not  exclusive  claim  to  this 
lodge  since  it  was  first  organized  in  Macomb 
township,  and  has  drawn  to  its  support  Ma- 
sons from  all  the  neighboring  towns. 

The  first  communication  of  Macomb  Lodge 
No.  64,  F.  &  A.  M.,  under  dispensation,  was 
held  at  the  house  of  D.  Benjamin  in  Macomb 
township,  April  29th,  1853.  The  first  hall 
occupied  was  the  third  story  of  the  hotel  at 
Macomb  corners  on  the  Plank  Road,  Macomb 
township,  and  the  first  communication  in  the 
hall  was  held  December  12th,  1853.  The 
charter  of  Macomb  Lodge  No.  64,  F.  &  A.  M., 
was  granted  January  13th,  1854.  About  the 
year  1862  Macomb  Lodge  No.  64  purchased 
of  Barlow  Davis  the  frame  building  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  section  31,  Ray  township, 
in  the  village  of  Brooklyn  (now  Davis).  This 
building  was  burned  May  14th,  1873,  but  the 
lodge  records  were  not  destroyed.  The  lodge 
very  soon  set  about  erecting  the  two-story 
frame  building  on  the  same  ground,  which 
Macomb  Lodge  still  owns  and  occupies.  Fol- 
lowing are  the  names  of  the  Masters  of  Ma- 
comb Lodge  and  the  years  in  which  they 
served;  A.  P.  Bentley,  1853-54-55-56;  John 
Nichols,  1857 ;  Barlow  Davis,  1858  and  1866 ; 
J.  E.  Davis,  1859;  Charles  Bennett,  1860  and 
1862 ;  G.  W.  Knapp,  1861 ;  A.  Lincoln,  1863 ; 
Henry  Bennett,  1864-65-67-69-70-71-72-73-74- 
75-76-77-79-83-84-85  and  86;  C.  F.  Apling, 
1868 ;  A.  E.  Collins,  1878-80-81  and  82 ;  E.  R. 
Wilcox,  1887-88-89-90  and  91 ;  C.  E.  Giddings 
1892-93-94-95-99  and  1900;  A.  M.  Grinnell' 
1896-97-98;  W.  G.  Phelps,  1901 ;  J.  M.  Payne, 
1902-03-04  and  05. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 


ROMEO. 


While  it  may  be  considered  as  practically 
settled  that  Asahel  Bailey  was  the  first  set- 
tler in  the  vicinity  of  Romeo  who  came  with 
his  family  and  remained  permanently  in  that 
locality,  there  has  been  considerable  discus- 
sion as  to  who  was  entitled  to  the  honor  of 
having  made  the  first  invasion  into  the  wil- 
derness at  that  place.  March  21st,  1821,  Silas 
Scott  began  the  work  of  clearing  five  acres, 
which  he  planted  with  corn  near  where  now 
stands  the  Mellen  House  on  the  north  side  of 
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Gates  street,  and  probably  during  the  same 
year,  one  David  Hill  from  St.  Clair  county, 
took  up  the  east  half  of  the  northwest  quar- 
ter of  section  35  of  Bruce  on  November  20th. 
After  securing  the  crop  of  corn,  he  sowed  the 
ground  to  wheat  and  returned  to  his  home 
for  the  winter.  Being  prevented  from  re- 
turning by  an  accident,  his  father  harvested 
the  wheat,  and  Hill,  not  being  able  to  return 
until  1824,  lost  the  right  to  be  considered 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  community. 
Later,  however,  he  taught  school  near  Utica 
and  also  in  Washington  not  far  from  Indian 
Village,  as  Romeo  was  then  known.  To  the 
south  of  Romeo,  near  Washington  Village, 
Jeremiah  Allen  also  in  1821  began  his  im- 
provements. These  he  later  sold  to  Asahel 
Bailey.  In  January,  1822,  Asahel  Bailey 
and  his  wife,  Chauncey  Bailey,  his  cousin, 
and  his  wife,  who  was  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Asa- 
hel Bailey,  came  to  Romeo,  and  for  about  two 
years  lived  in  the  same  house.  Chauncey 
Bailey  settled  in  1824  on  a  separate  farm,  a 
short  distance  to  the  northwest.  Later  he 
sold  this  claim  and  took  up  land  near  Farrar's 
mill  in  Armada  township  and  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  that  locality.  Eleven  months 
later  in  the  fall  of  1822  came  the  Iloxie  fam- 
ily, who  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Romeo 
until  1829.  Frederick  Hoxie,  the  elder  man, 
died  in  1827,  and  was  buried  about  a  mile 
south  of  the  center  of  Romeo.  His  son  Job 
remained  until  1829,  when  he  removed  to  a 
point  not  far  from  Utica,  In  1823,  the  Hoxie 
family  were  visited  by  Samuel  Chamberlin 
of  Lima,  New  York,  and  Edward  Brewster 
of  Riga,  New  York.  The  little  settlement 
which  was  then  growing  up  around  this  point, 
came  to  be  called  the  Iloxie  settlement,  by 
which  name  it  was  designated  upon  Farmer's 
map  made  in  1828. 

The  ridge  upon  which  Romeo  was  situated 
afforded  a  natural  highway  in  the  days  when 
the  country  was  flooded  with  water  and  the 
established  trail  through  the  country  fol- 
lowed the  old  Indian  trail  along  the  ridge. 
The  spot  from  the  earliest  mentions,  is  re- 
ferred to  for  its  attractiveness  and  beauty. 
Here  the  uplands  of  the  west  and  the  heavy 
forests  of  the  east  met  upon  a  soil  possessed 
of  a  richness  and  fertility  unknown  to  either 
side.  "Grand  old  forest  trees  here  and  there 
reared  their  great  forms  indicative  of  the  fer- 
tile plains,  and  here  and  there  anon  were 
bountiful  prairie  spots  or  openings,  where  lit- 
tle toil  removed  the  slender  shrubs  and  gave 
to  the  Indian  his  coveted  field  of  corn.  Hith- 
er, too,  the  Chippewa  was  accustomed  to  re- 


turn from  his  summer  wanderings,  and  on 
the  very  spot  where  Romeo  now  stands,  tradi- 
tion tells  of  many  and  many  winter  Indian 
homes;  so  that  when  the  first  white  man 
looked  in  upon  the  quiet  scene,  he  gave  it  the 
name  which  our  first  postofftce  bore,  the  name 
of  Indian  Village/'   (John  H.  Hollister). 

In  1871,  Dr.  Hollister  prepared  a  series  of 
articles  upon  the  early  history  of  Romeo, 
which  were  published  in  the  Romeo  Observer. 
From  these  the  writer  takes  the  following 
mention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  community 
in  1827  : 

"  If  I  should  call  the  roll  of  early  residents, 
few  would  now  give  answer,  but  as  I  remem- 
ber them  located,  say  in  1827,  their  names 
would  appear  by  families  something  as  fol- 
lows: 

"The  Hoxie  family  had  this  year  disap- 
peared and  could  hardly  be  counted  in.  (In 
supplemental  article,  Dr.  Hollister  corrected 
this.) 

"Asahel  Bailey  had  settled  at  the  'corners' 
on  the  same  spot  he  had  occupied  so  many 
years.  The  house  he  rebuilt  still  stands  near 
the  site  of  his  first  location.  He  and  his  wife, 
formerly  Miss  Freeman,  were  then  in  their 
younger  years.  As  the  time  sped  on,  there 
were  born  to  them  Prudence,  Maria,  Stephen, 
Lois,  Lydia  and  Phebe  Jane. 

' '  Elder  Mr.  Finch  had  located  his  eighty,  I 
think  as  early  as  1823  and  had  erected  the 
first  frame  barn  on  the  site  for  a  long  time 
afterwards  occupied  by  Mr.  Samuel  Ewell. 
Part  of  his  family  wTere  grown  and  married. 
Ezra,  the  oldest,  had  married  Miss  Becraft. 
John,  the  second,  married  Miss  Hopkins. 
Martha  was  married  to  Mr.  Burchard  Throop 
and  lived  '  down  in  the  fourth  town. ' 

"The  younger  sons  were  George,  Albert, 
Alpheus,  Addison  and  Alanson,  'the  little  boy 
that  was  lost.' 

"Esq.  Gates  had  located  his  farm,  the  same 
he  occupied  for  many  years.  His  wife  was 
Miss  Blinn,  and  here  were  born  to  them  Jane, 
Wilbur,  Martha,  John,  Lucy  Ann,  Hubert  and 
Barton. 

"Capt.  Gad  Chamberlin  had  this  year, 
1827,  arrived  at  the  head  of  a  large  family, 
which  with  accompanying  neighbors  and 
friends  formed  a  colony  of  some  sixty  souls. 

"He  bought  out  Ebenezer  Kittredge,  and 
settled  on  the  farm  next  north  of  Asahel 
Bailey.  His  eldest  daughter  was  the  wife  of 
Col.  John  B.  Hollister,  who  was  one  of  the 
younger  and  moving  spirits  in  the  settlement 
till  his  death  in  1831.  A  son,  Stephen  Piatt 
Chamberlin,  was  married  to  a  Miss  Parkhurst, 
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and  they  numbered  one  of  the  colony  found- 
ers. 

"Addison  Chamberlin,  another  son,  had 
married  a  Miss  Leach,  and  they  formed  an- 
other of  the  group.  The  younger  children  of 
Capt.  Chamberlin  were  Electa,  afterwards 
Mrs.  Snow;  Julia,  later  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Luther  Shaw,  and  Harvey,  Joseph,  Nelson  and 
James,  names  all  familiar  to  the  old  settlers. 
"Mr.  Erastus  Day,  with  his  family  came 
west  in  company  with  Capt.  Chamberlin.  His 
farm  was  located  just  east  of  the  Leslie  farm. 
His  sons  were  Erastus,  Russell,  Daniel,  Levi 
and  an  only  daughter,  Lucinda. 

"The  Leslie  family  had  located  where  they 
lived  and  died.  The  father's  name  was  James. 
The  children  were  James,  Jr.,  Benjamin  and 
Roxana,  who  married  Mr.  James  Stark- 
weather. 

"Mr.  Starkweather  by  this  time  brought 
his  farm  '  over  west '  into  a  good  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  thither  he  took  Miss  Leslie  as  one 
of  the  first  brides  of  whom  the  settlement 
could  boast. 

"Another  newly  married  couple  at  that 
date  was  Freedom  Monroe  to  Miss  Mary 
Cooper,  Avho  worked  in  the  family  of  Capt. 
Chamberlin.  He  then  located  where  he  has 
always  lived. 

"Next  north  of  him  lived  Mr.  Suell  Hovey. 
His  sons  were  George  and  Albert,  his  daugh- 
ter's name  Betsey.  They  occupy  the  old 
homestead  yet,  On  the  road  south  of  James 
Starkweather,  and  a  mile  west  of  Romeo, 
lived  Horatio  Nye.  His  children  were  Eliza, 
Ann,    George   and   several   younger   ones. 

"On  the  hill  opposite  the  cemetery  lived 
Roswell  Webster.  His  wife  was  a  Goodwin. 
His  children  were  Charles,  Cyrenus,  Wheeler, 
Lucius,  Marietta  and  Emily. 

"A  half  mile  east  of  the  corners  was  the 
residence  of  William  Abbott,  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Burbank.  His  children  by  this  wife 
were  Franklin,  Norman,  Isaac,  Jane,  Eliza- 
beth and  Mary.  Next  east  of  Mr.  Abbott's 
was  the  farm  of  Dr.  Richards,  the  '  first  physi- 
cian.' His  children  were  Mary,  Jane,  Guy 
and  others  whose  names  I  do  not  recall.  East 
of  these  were  the  families  of  Mr.  Thompson, 
Mr.  Bennet,  Mr.  Redway,  Reuben  Smith,  Ben- 
jamin and  John  Proctor  and  Mr.  Noah  Web- 
ster who  built  in  that  direction  the  first  saw 
mill  and  afterwards  the  first  flouring  mill. 
Mrs.  Webster  was  afterwards  married  to  Dr. 
Gray,  who  improved  this  property  and  here 
amassed  his  fortune. 

' '  South  of  the  corners  there  were  no  houses 
till  you  came  to  Mr.  Foot's.    He  parted  with 


his  farm  to  Azariah  Sterling  about  1830.  His 
family  then  removed  to  Troy.  He  had  several 
children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was  Jane.  Capt. 
Sterling  coming  later  to  occupy  this  place  is 
still  with  us.  His  wife  was  a  Miss  Leach,  el- 
der daughter  of  Mrs.  Addison  Chamberlin. 
Mr.  Sterling  was  from  a  large  influential  fam- 
ily, in  Lima,  Livingston  County,  New  York. 
His  children  were  Julia,  Charlotte,  Caroline, 
Esther,  Lydia,  Harriet  and  an  only  son.  A 
little  way  west  of  Mr.  Sterling's  lived  Gurdon 
Hovey,  only  recently  dead.  His  children  were 
Samuel,  Augustus,   Emeline  and  Alonzo. 

"South  of  this  lived  Alexander  Tackels, 
formerly  of  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  and 
of  whom  in  connection  with  '  old  John  Soules, ' 
who  lived  '  over  west, '  I  have  a  story  to  tell, 
when  I  get  time.  Beyond  these  were  other 
denizens  of  the  'fourth  town,'  among  whom 
were  the  Prices,  Myres,  Ducings,  Mr.  John 
Holland,  Esq.,  Andrus,  Dr.  Cooley,  Elder 
Warren,  Judge  Thurston,  and  'over  west'  the 
Thorntons,  Soules  and,  a  little  later,  Marvil 
Shaw,  with  others  whose  names  perhaps  I 
ought  to  insert  with  the  above. 

"On  the  hill  west  of  Esq.  Gates,  Deacon 
Rodgers  lived.  His  wife  was  a  Taft.  They 
were  from  Lima,  New  York.  Their  children 
were  Charles,  Andrew,  William,  Rexford  and 
Mary  Jane. 

"North  and  west  of  'Indian  Village'  lived 
at  this  time  James  and  Samuel  DeNean,  and 
a  little  later  the  Bristols,  the  Hinx  families, 
Mr.  Rufus  Renif,  Mr.  Elderkin,  Geo.  Throop, 
Mark  W.  Winchell,  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  Trom- 
blies  (Frenchmen),  who  built  a  saw  mill,  Mr. 
Benjamin,  the  Hopkins  families,  Rufus  Hall 
and  others  whom  at  the  moment  I  do  not  re- 
call. 

"By  the  year  1831,  so  numerous  had  been 
the  additions  that  time  nor  space  will  permit 
me  more  than  to  name  the  families.  Now 
Judge  Prentiss  had  arrived,  N.  T.  Taylor  and 
others  laid  out  Romeo,  and  he  was  active  in 
merchandise.  The  Buzzell  families  were  here, 
Daniel  was  knight  of  the  shears,  and  Martin 
was  getting  his  store  ready,  and  paying  atten- 
tion to  Miss  Clarissa  Winchell,  the  sister  of 
Mrs.   N.   T.   Taylor. 

"Now  Mr.  John  Taylor  was  opening  up 
his  farm.  Possibly  this  was  in  1832.  Now, 
too,  the  famous  'Scotch  Settlement'  was  be- 
ing made,  as  the  Wileys,  Grays,  Crawfords, 
and  other  Scotch  families  settled  in  the  north 
part  of  the  'fifth  town,'  now  Bruce.  About 
this  time  came  to  that  vicinity,  besides  Rev. 
John  Taylor  and  his  son,  the  family  of  Mr. 
Palmerlee,  the  Collins  families,  the  Bishops, 
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the  Thurstons,  Mr.  Ira  Phillips,  'the  mighty 
hunter,'  the  Donaldson  families,  Bushnell, 
who  kept  the  'three  mile  house/  Luke  Fisher, 
Mr.  Porter,  and  then  or  a  little  later  still 
were  added  in  that  section  Mr.  Eufus  Pren- 
tiss, Mr.  Standish  and  family,  Daniel  and 
Colatinus  Day,  and  on  the  branch  were  lo- 
cated M.  T.  Lane,  Asa  Holman,  Charles  Far- 
rar,  AVillard  Guild  and  families,  and  beyond 
them  the  'Aldredge  Settlement.' 

' '  Now,  too,  the  volume  of  village  population 
was  rapidly  augmented.  Dr.  Cyrus  Baldwin 
and  family  and  many  others  came. 

"The  arrival  of  Lyman  and  Linas  S.  Gil- 
bert was  a  matter  of  moment,  for  their  in- 
fluence was  at  once  felt  in  the  community  and 
always  for  good.  The  popularity  of  Linas 
Gilbert  in  the  county  was  perhaps  last  evinced 
by  the  unprecedented  majority  by  which  he 
was  sent  to  the  Legislature  by  a  county  op- 
posed to  him  in  politics. 

' '  I  dare  not  attempt  the  recital  of  the  com- 
ing inhabitants,  to  a  later  date.  If  I  should 
span  on  to,  or  beyond  1836,  with  the  coming 
of  Eix  and  Kidder,  Dexter  and  Joel  Muzzey, 
Nathan  Dickinson,  and  before  them  of  Maj. 
Aaron  B.  Eawles,  John  W.  Dyar,  D.  C.  Walk- 
er, Calvin  Shaw,  Asa  B.  and  Jerry  Ayres  (all 
marriageable  young  men),  and  Mr.  Beekman, 
Doctor  Sabin,  and  his  brother,  Dr.  Whitney, 
the  Southwells,  the  Ewells,  the  Palmers,  Mr. 
Scranton,  the  Skillman  family,  Jacob  Smith, 
there  would  still  be  left  such  a  multitude  that 
'no  man'  (of  my  attainments)  could  number 
them. ' ' 

At  the  close  of  the  series  of  articles,  Dr. 
Hollister  added  as  additional  families  who 
had  come  as  early  as  1833,  the  names  of  Nel- 
son Lowell,  Stephen  Goetchius,  Col.  Perry, 
Hamblin,  A.  Edgett,  Job  Howell  and  Iddo 
Warner.  Dr.  Hollister  also  credits  Gideon 
Gates,  the  first  postmaster,  with  having  been 
appointed  such  of  "Indian  Village"  in  about 
1826,  and  tells  of  his  having  carried  the  mail 
about  with  him  in  a  large  crown  hat  wrapped 
in  a  red  bandana  from  which,  whenever  he 
met  the  happy  recipient  of  any  letters,  he  pro- 
duced the  same  upon  the  payment  of  postage 
— in  those  days  to  be  paid  by  the  receiver. 
The  mail  came  weekly  and  was  brought  from 
Mt.  Clemens  by  Jonas  Cutler  on  foot.  Ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Hollister,  the  first  frame  build- 
ing in  the  village  was  the  barn  which  was 
built  by  old  Mr.  Finch,  and  here  many  of  the 
larger  religious  meetings  of  early  years  were 
held.  The  second  frame  building  was  the 
first  section  of  what  was  afterwards  known 
as  the  old  red  tavern.    It  stood  facing  Main 


street  nearly  on  the  spot  wmere  now  stands 
the  stores  of  Bogart  and  Gray,  just  south 
of  the  Eomeo  Savings  Bank.  This  building 
was  put  up  by  the  Hoxies.  Its  frontage  was 
sixteen  feet,  and  it  contained  only  two  small 
rooms.  Later  the  building  was  doubled  in 
size  and  still  later  again  doubled,  an  upper 
story  added  and  a  front  piazza  built  the 
whole  length  thereof.  Its  first  landlord  was 
Hiram  Wilcox,  who  later  built  the  Wilcox 
mill  near  Almont,  then  called  Tapshire.  The 
first  sign  board  of  the  hotel,  described  by 
Dr.  Hollister,  as  being  12  or  14  inches  wide 
and  four  feet  long  raised  upon  a  hickory  pole 
about  10  or  12  feet  high  and  standing  out  in 
front  of  the  inn  beside  the  well.  Painted  upon 
this  sign  in  glaring  black  letters  was  the  word 
INN.  From  its  erection  until  it  burned  in 
the  spring  of  1848,  the  Old  Eed  Tavern  was 
the  chief  gathering  spot  for  congenial  spirits 
of  the  neighborhood,  and  the  center  for  dis- 
tribution of  the  news  of  the  day.  The  Old 
Eed  Tavern  has  been  quaintly  celebrated  by 
Eomeo 's  aged  poet,  S.  H.  Ewell: 

The  Old  Eed  Tavern  the  neighbors  help  raise, 
Was  looked  on  with  pride  in  those  Log  Cabin 

days, 
'Twas  called  ornamental  and  passers-by  said, 
"A   handsome   frame   building   and   painted 

with  red," 
'Twas  where  you  could  sample  the  best  of 

Old  Eye, 
A  four-finger  glass — and  a  Smile  in  your  eye. 

The   village    grew   lively,    the    Tavern    grew 

more, 
They  put  on  additions  as  Eed  as  before. 
And   business   increased   as   the   years   wore 

away — 
The  Old  Eed  Tavern  was  having  its  day. 
And  many  folks  stopped  there,  not  caring  to 

pass, 
Until  they  took  "suthin'  "  at  three  cents  a 

glass. 

That  "Suthin'  "  was  pure  as  was  drank  in 

that  day, 
'Twas  made  in  the  village  of  Our  U-ti-ca, 
Twould  not  give  you  Tremens  or  Snakes  in 

your  boots, 
'Twas  just  drank  for  pleasure  and  social  Ca- 
hoots. 
The  Old  Eed  Tavern  sold  whiskey  and  beer, 
And  dabbled  sometimes  in  the  stuff  they  call 
"Queer." 

'Twas  there  the  young  people  improved  every 
chance 
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To  trip  the  light  foot  in  the   Old  Country 

Dance. 
The  later  Cotillion  at  that  early  clay, 
Knew  not  the  Red  Tavern,  or  traveled  this 

way. 
The  Old  Red  Tavern,  I  cannot  forget, 
Its  looks  and  its  queerness  still  cling  to  me 

yet. 

A  brick  building  stands  where  the  Red  Tavern 

stood, 
Forgot  are  its  misdeeds,  forgotten  the  good, 
Its  inmates  have  gone  to  some  mystical  shore, 
Its  friends  and  its  foes  are  remembered  no 

more. 
The  Old  Red  Tavern  of  many  queer  ways, 
The  Old  Red  Tavern  forgot  in  these  days. 

Gone  are  the   Old  Landlords  to  some   other 

clime, 
Gone   the   "Old   Country   Dancers"    of   that 

early  time. 
Father  Time  rubs  the  lines  from  the  Historic 

Slate, 
And  brings  the  world  down  to  a  more  modern 

date, 
The  Old  Red  Tavern,  we  bid  you  good-bye, 
And  drop  o'er  the  past  an  affectionate  sigh. 

Nathaniel  T.  Taylor,  Romeo's  first  mer- 
chant, opened  his  store  in  1829  in  the  third 
frame  building  erected  in  the  place.  Among 
his  first  clerks  were  John  Conklin  and  Alexis 
Winchell.  Not  long  after  this,  his  frame  resi- 
dence diagonally  across  from  the  store,  was 
put  up — the  house  long  occupied  by  the  late 
Elihu  Newberry.  The  store  building  later 
was  moved  a  little  to  the  north  and  occupied 
by  Niles  and  afterward  for  a  long  time  by 
Maitland  and  Howarth.  Taylor  established 
the  first  regular  stage  line  to  Romeo  from  De- 
troit in  1830.  The  first  millwrights  of  the 
place  were  William  A.  Burt  and  John  Allen, 
referred  to  in  the  chapter  on  Washington. 
They  early  built  the  saw  mill  for  Capt.  Cham- 
berlin.  The  first  shoemaker  of  the  town  was 
John  Becraft,  followed  later  by  Azariah  Pren- 
tiss, who  also  was  among  the  early  school 
teachers.  Daniel  Buzzell  was  the  first  tailor 
and  Josiah  Hamblin  the  first  village  black- 
smith. Benjamin,  the  first  cabinet  maker, 
had  his  shop  at  Bancroft's  mill.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded in  an  early  day  by  Willard  Guild. 
In  1826  Horatio  Nye  built  the  first  distillery 
in  that  locality  about  a  half  mile  west  of  the 
cemetery,  which,  however,  was  short  lived. 
The  first  cooper  was  George  Perkins,  who  sold 
his  shop  and  lot  to  Jacob  Beekman. 


In  1830,  N.  T.  Taylor  brought  with  him 
from  New  York  a  small  library  published  by 
the  Sunday  School  Union,  and  organized  the 
first  Sabbath  school,  being  its  first  superin- 
tendent. The  first  white  person,  whose  death 
is  known,  was  one  Healy,  who  was  buried  a 
little  over  a  mile  south  of  the  village  on  a 
knoll  on  the  west  side  of  the  road.  The  first 
physician  was  Dr.  Richards,  followed  not  long 
after  by  Dr.  Dennis  Cooley,  in  Washington, 
Drs.  Carpenter  and  Baldwin  in  Bruce,  and  a 
little  later  by  Drs.  Sabin,  Whitney,  Powers, 
Andrews  and  Teed. 

In  the  fall  of  1829,  a  conference  was  had 
between  Asahel  Bailey,  N.  T.  Taylor  and 
Major  Larned  of  Detroit,  who  had  acquired 
the  title  to  the  Hoxie  property,  relative  to  the 
platting  of  a  village,  and  Col.  J.  B.  Hollister 
was  selected  for  this  work.  Main  and  St. 
Clair  streets  were  located  as  they  now  are, 
but  most  of  the  lots  were  platted  of  a  much 
larger  size  than  according  to  the  present  plat, 
and  the  streets  bore  different  names.  By  act 
of  Legislature  in  1847,  this  plat  was  amended 
as  the  original  plat  of  the  village  now  stands. 
At  the  original  platting,  much  discussion  was 
had  as  to  the  proper  name  for  the  village,  and 
the  proprietors  not  agreeing,  the  suggestion 
of  Mrs.  Laura  Taylor — Romeo — was  adopted. 
This  original  plat  included  the  portion  of  the 
town  bounded  northerly  by  Church  and  Dick- 
inson streets;  easterly  by  Harriett  street; 
southerly  by  Washington  street,  and  westerly 
by  Fremont  street.  To  this,  the  following 
additions  have  been  made:  The  Benjamin 
addition,  May  31st,  1852;  the  second  ad- 
dition of  John  L.  Benjamin,  October  31st, 
1855;  Mussey's  addition,  April  4th,  1858; 
Fellows  &  Mclntyre  addition,  the  12th  day 
of  August,  1858;  Turner's  addition,  July  1st, 
1864;  Tillson's  &  Hartung's  addition,  11th 
day  of  May,  1869;  Merriam's  addition,  De- 
cember 22d,  1869;  Bailey's  addition,  June 
17th,  1870,  and  Bromm's  addition  in  the 
northwest  part  of  the  village.  It  must  be 
remembered,  however,  that  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  village  has  never  been  formally 
platted . 

March  9th,  1838,  the  village  of  Romeo  was 
incorporated  by  the  Legislature  including 
section  2  and  the  east  half  of  section  3  in 
Washington  and  the  south  half  of  34 
in  Bruce.  On  the  first  Monday  of  the 
following  May  at  an  election  held  at  the 
school  house,  Oel  Rix  was  elected  President; 
DeWitt  C.  Walker,  Recorder;  Linus  S.  Gil- 
bert, Dexter,  Mussey,  Azariah  Prentiss,  Den- 
nis   Scranton,    Wilkes    S.    Stewart    and    Gad 
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Chamberlin,  Trustees.  On  the  11th  of  the 
next  month  Amos  Palmer  and  John  W.  Dyer 
were  eleetod  Assessors;  Martin  F.  Southwell, 
Marshall,  and  Horace  A.  Jennison,  Treasurer. 
The  Presidents  of  the  village  since  that  date 
have  been  Aaron  B.  Rowles,  1839;  Minot  T. 
Lane,  1840-44;  Gideon  Gates,  1844;  Charles 
F.  Mallory,  1849;  Nathan  Dickenson,  1851; 
Gideon  Gates,  1852-55;  Edward  S.  Snover, 
1856-8;  Albert  E.  Leete,  1859-61;  Lavant  C. 
Mclntyre,  1862-63;  Joel  P.  Mussey,  1864; 
James  Harvey,  1865;  Moses  A.  Giddings, 
1866;  Aratus  Smith,  1867;  William  Wilkin- 
son, 1868-70;  David  Rowley,  1871-72;  Irving 
D.  Hanscom,  1873-82;  Charles  C.  Bradley, 
1883-86;  George  A.  Waterbury,  1887-88 
George  G.  Hartung,  1889;  George  W.  Phil 
lips,  Jr.,  1893;  Charles  C.  Bradley,  1894 
Merton  B.  Smith,  1895;  Charles  C.  Thoring- 
ton,  1896;  Dwight  N.  Lowell,  1897-1903 
Henry  J.  Mackay,  1904-5. 

The  waterworks  of  Romeo  were  installed  in 
1892,  after  a  long  agitation  in  their  favor.  A 
special  election  was  held  March  10th,  1890, 
upon  the  proposition  of  borrowing  $45,000.00 
for  waterworks  purposes,  but  was  then  de- 
feated. July  31st  of  the  following  year,  how- 
ever, the  proposition  to  borrow  $26,000.00 
was  carried  by  a  vote  of  237  to  116,  and  on 
January  30th  of  1892,  a  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Council, 
made  up  of  Cortez  Fessenden,  Dwight  N. 
Lowell  and  Albert  Kennedy  organized  by  the 
selection  of  Mr.  Kennedy  as  chairman  and  of 
B.  N.  Seaman  as  clerk.  Finding  it  impossible 
to  complete  a  satisfactory  waterworks  sys- 
tem for  the  amount  as  quoted,  an  additional 
$8,000.00  loan  was  authorized  by  a  vote  of 
165  to  67  at  an  election  May  9th,  1892.  The 
plant  began  operations  August  13th,  1892, 
and  has  since  furnished  to  the  village  a  most 
wholesome  and  satisfactory  supply  of  water 
by  means  of  the  standpipe  and  Holly  Steam 
Pressure  System.  The  source  of  the  water 
supply  is  two  large  wells  about  20  feet  deep 
and  78,000,000  gallons  of  water  are  pumped 
annually.  The  total  cost  of  the  plant  to  date 
has  been  nearly  $37,000.00,  all  of  which  has 
been  paid  for  with  the  exception  of  $8,000.00 
outstanding  bonds.  The  original  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  continued  by  reappoint- 
ments until  April,  1895,  at  which  time  John 
Stafford  took  Mr.  Fessenden  \s  place.  July 
1st,  1896,  H.  A.  Stewart  succeeded  Mr.  Lowell. 
In  April,  1903,  the  Board  was  made  up  of 
W.  F.  Millen,  John  Mackay  and  IT.  A.  Stew- 
art, which  board  has  continued  until  the  pres- 
ent date,  with  the  exception  that  Mr.  Stewart 


yielded  to  W.  M.  Chapman  at  the  beginning 
of  the  present  year.  During  the  year  ending 
February  27th,  1905,  the  receipts  of  the  plant 
amounted  to  $2,152.84,  and  its  expenses  to 
$2,493.55. 

In  1897  a  municipal  electric  light  plant  was 
installed.  Its  Board  of  Commissioners,  or- 
ganizing May  26th  of  that  year  with  Isaac 
Crawford  as  chairman  and  B.  N.  Seaman  as 
clerk,  the  other  members  of  the  Board  being 
Melvin  D.  Cole  and  Oscar  Hopkins.  In  the 
spring  of  1897,  $10,000  was  voted  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  plant  by  a  vote  of  289  to  29,  but 
it  being  found  impossible  to  establish  the  plant 
for  that  sum,  at  a  new  election  held  Septem- 
ber 2nd  of  that  year,  the  sum  of  $13,000.00 
was  authorized  by  a  vote  of  249  to  50.  The 
plant  was  started  December  27th,  1897.  In 
June  of  the  current  year  $5,000.00  was  voted 
to  make  improvements,  the  chief  improve- 
ment contemplated  being  the  installment  of 
the  Series  Alternating  system  of  arc  lighting, 
which  it  is  expected  will  so  materially  reduce 
the  expense  of  street  lighting  as  will  enable 
the  plant  to  make  a  better  showing  in  its  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements.  The  total  cost  of 
the  plant  to  date  has  been  about  $22,000.00, 
and  it  now  has  a  bonded  indebtedness,  includ- 
ing the  $5,000.00  just  authorized,  of  $18,- 
000.00. 

The  official  list  of  postmasters  of  Romeo  as 
furnished  by  the  Federal  government,  with 
the  dates  of  their  appointments,  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Gideon  Gates,  Nov.  11,  1830;  Philar- 
mon  Cook,  May  13,  1840 ;  Oran  P.  Southwell, 
May  31,  1841 ;  Azariah  Prentiss,  July  2,  1844; 
Chas.  F.  Mallory,  January  21,  1848;  Dr. 
Albert  E.  Leete,  May  17,  1849 ;  George  Chan- 
dler,  June  6,  1853;  Philo  Tillson,  May  21, 
1858 ;  David  Greene,  April  26,  1861 ;  William 
Hulsart,  May  29,  1865 ;  Henry  W.  Howgate, 
October  3,  1866;  William  Wilkinson,  March 
2,  1867;  Milton  Thompson,  March  28,  1871; 
James  Gray,  December  3,  1875 ;  James  B. 
Lucas,  February  24,  1888;  George  G.  Har- 
tung, February  8,  1892;  James  B.  Lucas, 
April  25,  1896 ;  William  Hosner,  June,  1900. 

Dr.  Hollister  in  his  articles,  mentions  as 
among  the  early  ministers  who  held  services 
in  and  about  Romeo  particularly  Elder  War- 
ren and  Fr.  Ruggles.  Of  the  former,  who 
was  of  the  Methodist  persuasion,  he  sayis 
that  he  was  possessed  of  fine  natural  abilities 
and  the  most  tender  sympathies  and  a  most 
happy  manner  in  expressing  them.  His  time- 
ly services  and  his  kindly  counsel  endeared 
him  to  every  family  in  the  locality.  The  lat- 
ter was  the  founder  of  the  First  Congrega- 
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tional,  and  during  the  years  1828-9,  came  every 
four  weeks  from  Pontiac  to  hold  services  in 
or  about  Romeo.  "Northern  Macomb  owes 
a  debt  of  gratitude  to  these  two  men,  which  it 
can  hardly  appreciate  and  never  repay.  Those 
earliest  influences  for  good  have  never  been 
lost."  The  Rev.  John  Taylor,  who  resided 
with  his  son  in  Bruce  for  years,  held  Sab- 
bath School  in  his  own  home,  and  for  a  long 
time  was  a  most  acceptable  minister  in  the 
Scotch  settlement  and  frequently  supplied 
the  pulpit  on  occasions  in  Romeo.  He  was 
finely  educated,  noble  in  his  bearing,  com- 
manding in  his  presence,  a  type  of  the  pol- 
ished gentleman  of  the  old  school.  His  ability, 
learning  and  religious  devotion  made  him  one 
of  the  most  revered  men  of  the  early  times. 
In  1829  Luther  Shaw,  a  graduate  of  Andover, 
became  the  first  settled  minister  in  Romeo. 
He  preached  in  the  Congregational  Church 
until  about  1834  or  1835.  He  married,  1831, 
Julia  Chamberlin,  of  the  Gad  Chamberlin 
family.  Later  in  1835  his  brother,  John  B. 
Shaw,  came  from  Utica,  and  under  his  charge 
the  church  flourished  as  never  before. 

In  1836  and  1837  occurred  the  memorable 
revival,  which,  although  it  started  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  soon  spread  to  all  the  de- 
nominations. The  Rev.  0.  Parker  and  B. 
Barber  were  leaders  in  the  revival  and  were 
assisted  by  all  of  the  local  religious  leaders. 

In  the  fall  of  1824,  the  first  Methodist  class 
was  held  at  the  house  of  Albert  Finch.  Isaac 
Hunter  and  Elias  Pattee  were  among  the 
earliest  circuit  riders  assigned  to  this  and 
neighboring  points.  In  1825  and  1826,  John 
James  and  James  Armstrong  had  charge  of 
the  Methodist  interests  in  this  locality.  In 
1827  and  1828,  William  Runnells  assisted  the 
Rev.  John  James  in  his  work.  In  the  follow- 
ing year,  William  T.  Snow  had  charge,  being- 
joined  next  year  by  Curtis  Goddard.  Up 
until  about  this  time,  the  meetings  were  usu- 
ally held  in  the  Finch  homestead,  but  after 
the  erection  of  the  school  house  hereafter  re- 
ferred to,  the  meetings  were  usually  held 
there.  In  1831,  the  Revs.  William  Sprague 
and  Brown  usually  conducted  the  services. 
From  1831  to  1835,  the  congregation  was  two 
years  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Leonard  Hill, 
and  for  two  years  of  Rev.  Luther  AVhitney. 

The  First  Methodist  Church  was  built  in 
1840,  and  since  that  time  this  society  has  made 
continuous  progress.  The  cornerstone  of  the 
present  church  was  laid  in  June,  1872,  and 
the  house  dedicated  June  8,  1874.  Among 
the  active  members  of  the  church,  whose  in- 
fluence led  to  the  building  of  the  new  church, 


were  John  A  .Tinsman,  James  Starkweather, 
E.  S.  Snover,  T.  P.  Kennedy  and  Alex  Shelp. 

The  Christian  Church,  located  at  Romeo, 
was  the  outgrowth  of  several  societies  formed 
in  the  county,  largely  under  the  influence  of 
Elder  John  Cannon,  one  of  the  pioneer 
preachers  of  this  denomination  in  Eastern 
Michigan.  The  present  church  organization 
was  organized  July  6,  1867,  Elder  Cornelius 
Dearing  was  pastor;  Stephen  Grinnell  and 
Robert  Hamilton,  Deacons;  and  Edward 
Soule,  Clerk.  In  the  following,  year  the 
church  edifice  was  begun,  which  was  com- 
pleted and  dedicated  in  February,  1871;  the 
membership  of  the  church  at  that  time  was 
56.  Elder  Dearing  was  followed  by  Elder  J. 
Warren  Weeks,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  who  re- 
mained in  charge  until  March,  1874.  After 
one  year,  during  which  the  pulpit  was  occu- 
pied by  Elder  James  Weeks,  Elder  John  J. 
foung  came  and  has  ever  since  had  charge 
of  the  church,  wmich  has  numbered  among  its 
attendants  many  of  the  most  active  and  pro- 
gressive men  of  Romeo  and  its  vicinity. 

As  early  as  1834  or  1835,  Asahel  Bailey  and 
Mr.  Freeman,  with  their  families,  together 
with  some  few  others  among  the  early  resi- 
dents, were  accustomed  to  gather  together 
and  hold  services  according  to  the  Episcopal 
ritual.  For  a  short  time  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hol- 
land was  located  here,  but  no  formal  or- 
ganization of  the  church  wras  ever  effected. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis  and  others  from  time  to 
time,  however,  held  Episcopal  services  in 
Romeo. 

For  several  years  the  German  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Society  held  its  meetings  in  the 
south  room  of  the  south  primary  school  house, 
but  within  the  past  few  years  the  society  has 
erected  a  substantial  church  and  handsome 
parsonage  in  the  village,  and  the  society  gives 
every  indication  of  being  prosperous  under 
the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Lemster. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Romeo  was 
organized  June  16th,  1840  at  the  house  of  Ira 
Phillips  of  the  township  of  Armada.  Six 
years  later,  in  September,  articles  of  faith 
were  adopted  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Nancy 
Ewel],  in  Romeo,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Rev.  Supply  Chase,  and  an  organization  was 
from  that  time  continually  kept  up.  The 
church  was  recognized  October  3d,  1847,  as  a 
regular  Gospel  Church  by  a  council  composed 
of  delegates  from  the  churches  of  Almont, 
Stony  Creek,  Washington  and  Ray,  and  was 
received  into  the  Michigan  Baptist  Association 
July  1st,  1853.  The  church  building  was  ded- 
icated December  16th,  1853.     The  Rev.  E.  A. 
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Mather    was    the    first    resident    minister    in 
charge  of  the  church. 

August  16th,  1828,  when  Romeo  consisted 
of  a  bare  handful  of  houses  and  was  called  the 
Indian  Village,  the  Rev.  Isaac  W.  Ruggles 
came  from  Pontiac  and  in  the  log  school  house 
organized  the  Congregational  church.  The 
corporate  members  were  Zelotus  Stone,  Gad 
Chamberlin,  Deacon  and  Mrs.  Rogers,  William 
Abbott,  Mrs.  Jane  Leslie  and  Chauncey 
Thorpe.  Three  buildings  have  housed  this 
church  organization,  the  first  being  built  in 
1833,  the  second  in  1842,  and  the  third  com- 
pleted in  May,  1877.  The  first  building  was 
moved  and  afterwards  formed  a  part  of  the 
old  academy  building  in  which  was  held  the 
school  known  as  the  Branch  of  the  University, 
and  afterwards  formed  a  part  of  the  Union 
School  building.  The  Rev.  Ruggles,  the  Rev. 
Luther  Shaw  and  J.  B.  Shaw,  above  referred 
to,  as  well  as  the  Rev.  P.  Barber,  IT.  Hardy, 
R.  R.  Kellogg,  G.  W.  Newcomb,  T.  R.  Kurd, 
and  II.  0.  Ladd  were  among  the  earliest  pas- 
tors in  charge  of  this  church.  The  Rev.  P. 
Moore  is  the  present  pastor  in  charge  of  the 
church. 

The  press  is  represented  at  Romeo  by  the 
Romeo  Observer,  under  the  charge  of  M.  B. 
Smith.  This  publication  was  started  May 
30th,  1866,  by  John  Russell,  and  was  success- 
fully carried  on  by  Edward  A.  Teall  and  Irv- 
ing D.  Hanscom  from  August,  1866,  to 
March,  1867,  when  Louis  N.  Moon  succeeded 
to  the  interest  of  Mr.  Hanscom.  In  No- 
vember of  1867,  Harvey  E.  Mussey 
took  Mr.  Moon's  place,  and  in  Novem- 
ber of  the  year  following  sold  his  in- 
terest to  his  partner,  Edward  A.  Teall.  The 
year  following,  the  paper  became  avowedly 
Republican  in  politics,  when  Irving  D.  Hans- 
com became  the  proprietor.  With  him  was 
associated  Samuel  II.  Ewell,  and  under  their 
management  the  paper  continued  for  about 
four  years,  when  George  A.  Waterbury  suc- 
ceeded to  the  interest  of  Hanscom.  In  Janu- 
ary of  1874  Robert  G.  Baird  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  Mr.  Ewell  only  to  dispose  of  the  same 
in  February  of  the  next  year  to  Mr.  Water- 
bury,  who  became  sole  proprietor  and  editor 
and  continued  as  such  up  to  1894,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year,  when  the  establishment 
was  run  by  S.  S.  Hopkins  under  a  lease  from 
Mr.  Waterbury.  At  the  last  named  date  the 
paper  was  sold  to  its  present  editor  and  pro- 
prietor, who  has  continued  the  paper  as  a 
strong  partisan  of  Romeo  and  all  its  inter- 
ests. 

The  Observer  has  not  been  the  only  repre- 


sentative of  the  press  that  Romeo  has  ever 
had,  but  is  apparently  the  only  one  that  has 
been  able  to  maintain  a  long  and  successful 
career.  As  early  as  1850,  the  Investigator  was 
published  by  Thomas  M.  Perry;  its  publica- 
tion was  continued  for  about  two  years.  The 
Romeo  Olive  Branch  also  appeared  for  a  short 
time,  but  its  date  and  the  name  of  its  editor 
are  lost  in  the  oblivion  which  charitably  cov- 
ers newspaper  failures.  The  Romeo  Argus 
was  started  in  May,  1857,  by  Martin  B.  Bent- 
ley  and  John  M.  Stone.  Stone  retired  from 
connection  with  the  paper  about  a  year  later 
and  Bentley  sold  out  to  S.  II.  Ewell  in  May 
of  1861.  The  paper  continued  under  the  edi- 
torship of  Ewell,  Hiram  J.  Aiken  and  George 
D.  Mussey  until  February,  1864,  when  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  A  paper  called  the  Penin- 
sular Herald  and  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Pro- 
hibition was  published  at  the  Argus  office  for 
a  short  time  and  later  removed  to  Detroit.  It 
was  started  by  the  Rev.  John  B.  Russell,  a 
prominent  temperance  advocate  in  the  county. 

May  1st,  1880,  was  started  the  longest  lived 
of  the  competitors  of  the  Observer,  viz.,  The 
Romeo  Democrat.  Its  first  proprietors  were 
Fred  C.  and  C.  H.  Buzzell,  two  young  men 
wTio  for  some  time  conducted  an  enterprising, 
wide-awake  and  progressive  country  paper, 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Democratic 
principles.  Later  the  name  of  the  paper  was 
changed  to  the  Hydrant,  and  was  conducted 
by  C.  II.  Buzzell  until  his  death,  and  for  some 
time  thereafter  by  his  widow.  In  October  of 
1897  the  Enterprise  was  sold  to  J.  Clark,  who 
in  June  of  1898  leased  to  Jackson  &  Rankin. 
Its  last  appearance  was  August  5th,  1898. 

Romeo  has  long  been  famous  for  its  excel- 
lent schools,  both  public  and  private,  and  an 
adequate  and  detailed  history  of  the  same 
has  been  carefully  prepared  by  Dwight  N. 
Lowell,  and  did  space  permit,  the  writer  would 
gladly  incorporate  this  work,  the  result  of  Mr. 
Lowell's  investigations  in  full.  However,  he 
is  compelled  to  content  himself  with  an  unsat- 
isfactory sketch  of  the  schools  and  refer  the 
reader  who  may  be  particularly  interested  in 
the  subject  to  the  results  of  Mr.  Lowell's  work. 

Dr.  Hollister  gave  the  following  humorous 
and  interesting  description  of  the  first  school 
held  in  Romeo  by  Gideon  Gates,  whom  he 
speaks  of  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  abil- 
ity, quick  discernment,  and  a  lively  turn  of 
manner.  "He  usually  sat  perched  upon  a 
stool  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  little  room  and 
ruled  his  kingdom  not  with  the  rod  of  iron, 
but  with  a  tremendously  long  hazel  switch. 
Michigan  can  beat  the  world  on  hazel  switches 
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and  the  longest  of  them  grew  right  around  the 
school  house.  The  largest  matured  in  1828 
and  went  into  service  that  winter.  The  master 
seldom  rose  from  his  seat;  the  extended  rod 
could  span  to  the  farthest  seat  and  the  blows 
fell  thick  and  heavy  in  each  rebellion  until 
there  was  unconditional  surrender."  This 
school  was  held  in  a  house  built  upon  a  trian- 
gular piece  of  land  abutting  upon  what  are 
now  Main  and  Hollister  streets,  leased  by 
Asahel  Bailey  November  8th,  1827,  to  "Gad 
Chamberiin  and  Albert  Finch,  a  committee  of 
trustees  in  behalf  of  and  for  the  Indian  Vil- 
lage school  district  No.  1,  and  their  successors 
in  office."  In  the  spring  of  1828  the  people 
generally  turned  out,  hewed  the  timber,  gave 
the  necessary  lumber  and  shingles  and  built 
the  frame  school  house.  It  served  as  the  dis- 
trict school  house  for  many  years,  and  later 
gave  way  to  a  much  better  building  used  for  a 
similar  purpose.  This  is  the  school  house  in 
which  was  held  the  early  meetings  of  several 
of  the  religious  denominations  before  they 
were  able  to  provide  more  suitable  quarters 
for  themselves.  It  is  quite  certain  that  this 
Indian  Village  school  for  the  benefit  of  which 
the  Bailey  lease  was  made  was' purely  a  volun- 
tary action  of  the  early  settlers,  independent 
of  any  legal  organization  of  the  school  dis- 
trict. 

Prior  to  the  erection  of  this  building,  the 
children  of  the  Indian  Village  who  had  had 
the  benefit  of  any  schooling,  had  gone  either  to 
the  school  taught  by  David  Hill  in  the  fall  of 
1824  in  Washington  township  or  in  the  school 
located  near  where  afterwards  was  Jersey's 
brickyard,  three  miles  south  of  Romeo. 

A  summer  school,  held  in  the  Indian  Village 
school  house  where  Gideon  Gates  had  presided 
during  the  winter,  was  taught  by  Julia  Cham- 
beriin, later  Mrs.  Luther  Shaw.  Her  methods 
of  discipline  were  evidently  quite  the  oppo- 
site of  her  predecessors,  and  Dr.  Hollister 
pays  touching  tribute  to  her  lovely  character 
and  gentle  winning  ways  that  so  endeared  her 
to  her  pupils.  Among  the  successors  of  Miss 
Chamberiin  were  Azariah  Prentiss,  Mr. 
Yates,  Hallock,  Brown,  Allen  Buzzell,  and  Dr. 
Bailey,  winter  teachers ;  and  Miss  Sarah  Bald- 
win and  Sophronia  Ewell,  summer  teachers. 

October  2,  1837,  notice  was  given  by  A. 
Prentiss  and  D.  C.  Walker,  inspectors  of  the 
town  of  Washington ;  James  Starkweather,  C. 
Evarts  and  R,  Fancher,  inspectors  of  the  town 
of  Bruce,  of  the  formation  of  fractional  dis- 
trict No.  1  of  Washington  and  Bruce,  and  in 
the  following  March,  a  contract  was  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  newly  organized 


district  with  Rix  and  Kidder  for  the  erection 
of  a  school  house  for  the  sum  of  $750.  This 
building  was  erected  upon  the  property  leased 
from  Mr.  Bailey  above  referred  to,  together 
with  an  additional  piece  secured  from  him  in 
1838.  The  annual  report  of  1839  shows  that 
in  this  school  during  the  preceding  year,  the 
teachers  have  been  F.  K.  Bailey  and  0.  P. 
Southwell.  This  second  school  house  contin- 
ued to  be  used  for  schools  and  churches  until 
1854,  when  it  was  sold  to  George  Chandler, 
and  moved  to  the  south  side  of  Church  street, 
and  has  long  been  used  as  a  dwelling  house. 
In  1833  the  First  Congregational  Church  was 
built  and  was  used  from  time  to  time  as  a 
school  house.  The  first  teacher  in  this  build- 
ing was  Miss  Jerusha  Shaw,  the  pioneer  of 
private  school  teachers  in  the  neighborhood. 
In  1834,  she  opened  a  private  school  in  this 
building,  while  it  was  still  used  as  a  church. 
Dr.  Hollister,  in  speaking  of  "Aunt  Jerusha 
Shaw,"  says  "hers  was  a  heaven  born  gift, 
to  love  and  teach  children.  She  was  engrossed 
in  her  work  and  intent  upon  doing  good  as 
she  had  opportunity.  Her  counsels  were  cited 
as  authority  in  many  a  household."  Contin- 
uing her  school,  Orman  Archer,  in  1835,  be- 
gan his  successful  career  as  a  teacher  in  Ro- 
meo. He  was  a  graduate  of  Williams  College 
and  came  originally  from  Granville,  N.  Y. 
He  is  described  as  having  been  remarkably 
quick  of  perception,  fluent  in  language  and 
enthusiastic  in  teaching.  He  conducted  his 
academy  from  1835-1839,  a  model  of  its  kind, 
making  the  best  use  of  the  excellent  material 
which  the  younger  generation  of  Romeo's  pio- 
neers afforded  in  his  pupils.  He  was  followed 
in  this  academy  by  A.  S.  Welch,  who,  however, 
remained  only  a  year.  Then  came  Prof.  Ru- 
fus  Nutting,  under  whose  energy  and  ability 
the  academy  developed  until  in  1843  it  was 
established  as  a  branch  of  the  University. 
Many  non-resident  pupils  were  attracted  by 
this  excellent  school,  424  of  them  having  been 
in  attendance  during  the  year  1840-41.  The 
building  was  purchased  by  Prof.  Nutting  and 
removed  to  the  south  side  of  Church  street, 
and  later  moved  across  the  road  and  raised  to 
two  stories.  In  1847  Prof.  Nutting  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Prof.  Charles  II.  Palmer,  who  re- 
mained in  charge  of  the  school  until  1852.  At 
this  time  an  effort  was  made  to  form  the  Ro- 
meo Union  school,  which  was  taught  by  Prof. 
Isaac  Stone,  and  his  wife,  assisted  by  Miss 
Laura  Benedict  and  Caroline  Scranton.  The 
building  used  by  the  branch  of  the  university 
organization  under  Profs.  Nutting  and  Pal- 
mer, was  used  for  this  union  school.    This  ef- 
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fort  lasted,  however,  but  one  year,  and  a  pri- 
vate school  was  again  organized  under  Prof. 
Stone.  The  territory  of  fractional  district  No. 
1  was  separated,  and  each  of  the  townships  of 
Bruce  and  Washington,  taking  the  territory 
of  the  old  district  in  their  respective  limits 
organized  a  separate  school  district.  Each  dis- 
trict proceeded  to  the  erection  of  a  school 
house,  that  in  Bruce  being  erected  upon  the 
lands  leased  from  Bailey  in  1827  and  1828, 
and  that  of  Washington  upon  lands  purchased 
from  Elihu  Newbury. 

School  was  maintained  in  each  of  these  dis- 
tricts in  the  buildings  then  erected  until  1867, 
when  by  the  action  of  the  inspectors  of  both 
townships,  there  wras  formed  fractional  school 
district  No.  1,  of  Washington  and  Bruce,  and 
the  present  union  school  at  Borneo  came  into 
existence.  The  buildings  constructed  in  1854 
by  separate  districts  were  utilized,  and  at 
present  are  the  north  and  south  primaries  of 
the  district,  and  the  building  which  had  been 
known  as  the  Dickenson  Institute  was  pur- 
chased by  the  district  and  used  as  a  high 
school  until  the  end  of  the  spring  term  of  1885. 
The  present  commodious  and  excellent  build- 
ing was  completed  in  September  of  1885,  and 
since  then  has  been  the  home  of  Romeo's  High 
School.  The  principals  of  the  high  school 
since  its  formation  in  1867  have  been  E.  Bar- 
ton Wood,  1867-73;  A.  G.  Jepson,  1873-4;  J. 
R.  Webster,  1875 ;  Omar  D.  Thompson,  1876- 
1901;  John  G.  Marshall,  1901,  to  the  present 
time. 

Upon  the  failure  of  the  union  school  move- 
ment in  1852,  Prof.  Stone  who  had  been  teach- 
ing the  Union  school,  made  an  effort  to  obtain 
the  means  necessary  to  carry  on  the  private 
school  which  had  been  so  successfully  con- 
ducted by  Profs.  Nutting  and  Palmer.  Suffi- 
cient funds  were  obtained  by  subscription  to 
construct  a  building  upon  lands  which  were 
purchased  by  Nathan  Dickenson,  in  whose 
honor,  particularly  because  of  his  liberal  sub- 
scription, the  school  was  named  Dickenson  In- 
stitute. The  building  was  dedicated  October 
18th,  1854,  and  the  school  was  opened  by  Prof. 
Stone,  who,  however,  within  a  year  yielded  to 
Prof.  Daniel  B.  Briggs,  who  remained  in 
charge  until  the  end  of  the  spring  term  1857. 
Prof.  Briggs  was  a  graduate  of  Williams  Col- 
lege and  an  attorney-at-law.  He  had  come 
from  Massachusetts  to  Detroit  in  March,  1854, 
and  in  May  of  that  year  had  located  in  Romeo 
and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Af- 
ter leaving  Dickenson  Institute  he  was  for 
three  years  superintendent  of  public  schools 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  later  for  five  years  at  Jack- 


son. Prof.  Briggs  for  a  long  time  kept  his 
residence  in  the  county,  although  engaged  in 
work  elsewhere.  During  the  year  1871-2  he 
was  superintendent  of  the  schools  at  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, and  was  for  four  years  County  Superin- 
tendent of  Macomb  County  schools.  In  No- 
vember, 1872,  he  was  elected  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  and  was  later 
appointed  Deputy  Secretary  of  State,  after 
which  time  his  home  was  mostly  at  Lansing. 
He  died  at  Romeo  in  1902. 

Prof.  George  W.  Perry  succeeded  Prof. 
Briggs,  and  he  in  turn  was  followed  by  Prof. 
Daniel  J.  Poor,  who  came  in  the  fall  of  1859, 
and  continued  until  1867,  at  which  time  the 
Dickenson  Institute  building  was  purchased 
by  the  Union  school  district  and  the  Dicken- 
son Institute  passed  out  of  existence. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  school  property 
in  the  Romeo  District  is  $27,400.00.  The 
school  is  well  organized  and  equipped  and 
maintains  the  character  and  reputation  which 
Romeo's  schools  have  long  held  as  among  the 
best  of  the  State. 

Romeo  has  for  a  long  time  sustained  two 
very  successful  banks.  The  Romeo  Savings 
Bank  being'  the  successor  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Romeo,  was  organized  under  the  lat- 
ter name  December  12th,  1868,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $100,000,  and  was  reincorporated  un- 
der its  present  name  as  a  state  bank  in  May, 
1897,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  Its 
original  directors  were  Neil  Gray,  E.  W.  Gid- 
dings, Edward  S.  Snover,  Elisha  T.  Mead, 
Hugh  Gray,  John  Smith,  Jr.,  M.  A.  Giddings, 
John  W.  Dyer,  and  Wells  Burt.  Dr.  Neil 
Gray  was  its  president  up  to  January  1st, 
1869,  and  was  followed  bv  E.  W.  G hidings 
(1869-71),  M.  A.  Giddings  (1874-84),  John 
I.  Brabb  (1884-94),  and  Marvil  I.  Brabb.  Its 
cashiers  have  been  Levant  C.  Mclntyre,  II.  O. 
Smith,  Charles  M.  Tackles,  and  L.  E.  Bedell. 
M.  A.  Giddings  has  the  unique  honor  of  hav- 
ing been  continuously  a  director  of  this  bank 
since  its  organization,  forty-two  years  ago. 
The  resources  of  the  bank,  according  to  a  re- 
port, the  beginning  of  the  current  year,  were 
$515,225. 

The  Citizens'  National  Bank  was  organized 
in  1874  with  E.  W.  Giddings  as  President; 
John  Smith,  Jr.,  as  Vice-President,  and  S.  A. 
Keade  as  Cashier.  The  officers  of  the  bank 
continued  the  same  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Gid- 
dings in  1902,  when  John  Smith,  Jr.,  became 
President.  Henry  J.  McKay  is  now  Vice- 
President  and  Mr.  Reade  still  cashier,  assisted 
for  the  past  few  years  by  R.  S.  Reade.  This 
bank  has  also  been  eminently  successful  and 
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has  the  confidence  of  the  entire  community. 

A  directory  of  the  business  men  of  Romeo 
in  1859  would  show  in  part  the  American  Ho- 
tel, run  by  P.  S.  Teller  and  the  Tibbies  House, 
run  by  B.  R,  Tibbies;  the  business  houses  of 
Dickenson,  Giddings  &  Co.,  C.  B.  Newbury  & 
Co.,  John  W.  Dyer,  Reed  &  McCollum,  Brabb 
&  Wright,  A.  B.  Avers,  Iloyt  &  Nye,  S.  A. 
Fitch,  J.  Avers,  G.  Washer,  A.  B.  Rowles,  C. 
F.  Miller,  Poole  &  Tillson,  E.  Q.  and  J.  J. 
Chaiiiberlin,  A.  McCloud,  Benjamin  &  Laza- 
lier,  W.  Loud,  E.  S.  Snover;  the  Doctors,  A. 
E.  Leete,  S.  L.  Andrews,  Philo  Tillson,  W.  W. 
Gray. 

M  V.  Bentley,  of  the  Romeo  Argus;  Dexter 
Mussey  and  A.  B.  Avers,  Justices  of  the 
Peace;  A.  P.  Brewer  and  E.  Yanburger,  sur- 
veyors; P.  II.  Jersey  (marble  works);  R.  S. 
Bancroft,  dentist;  A.  .Palmer  and  I).  Harris, 
cabinet  makers,  and  Dolman  &  Farrar,  sash 
and  blind  manufacturers. 

No  history  of  this  beautiful  village  can 
properly  he  considered  complete  that  does  not 
tell  in  more  detail  than  is  possible  here  of  the 
Jives  and  efforts  of  those  men  and  women 
whose  energies  and  sacrifices  have1  brought  to 
its  present  condition  the  place  Ihey  have  loved 
so  well.  Their  lives  have  been  wrought  into 
its  life  and  their  characters  have  stamped 
their  impress  upon  its  progress.  The  results 
have  justified  their  labors,  and  the  beauties 
of  the  place,  its  schools,  its  churches,  its 
broad,  well-shaded  streets,  its  social  life  and 
its  very  people  hear  cogent  testimony  to  the 
excellence  of  the  work  of  these  makers  of 
Romeo.  The  narrative  of  their  labors  and 
the  tribute  to  their  worth  must  regretfully 
be  left  to  some  one  whose  acquaintance  with 
the  past  and  present  citizens  of  Romeo,  and 
whose  ability  and  leisure  will  enable  him  or 
her  to  do  them  justice.  May  Romeo  not  long 
have  to  wait  for  such  an  historian. 

CHAPTER  XXIV. 

WASHINGTON  TOWNSHIP. 

As  has  been  stated  before,  Washington 
township  was  organized  April  12th,  1827,  by 
action  of  the  legislative  council  of  the  terri- 
tory. It  then  included  the  territory  now  in 
Bruce,  and  the  first  township  meeting  was  set 
to  be  held  "at  the  school  house  near  John 
Holland's. "  When  first  organized,  there  were 
about  forty  families  in  the  town.  Like  the 
rest  of  the  western  tier  of  townships  in  the 
county,  Washington  was  surveyed  by  Joseph 
Rampler  in  the  autumn  of  1817.  Although  no 
general  description  of  the  country  was  pre- 


pared by  the  surveyor,  he  made  brief  notes  on 
the  soil,  timber  and  topography  which,  while 
not  very  flattering  yet  did  not  discourage  the 
taking  up  of  the  land  by  those  who  were  look- 
ing for  homes. 

Appropriating  again  the  work  of  George  II. 
Cannon,  it  appears  that  Asahel  Bailey,  of 
New  York,  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
buyer  of  government  lands  in  this  town,  his 
entry  was  made  July  3d,  1821,  for  the  east 
half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  33. 
The  land  selected  was  far  from  being  the  best 
eighty  acres  in  the  town,  and  in  fact  can  hard- 
ly be  classed  as  up  to  the  average.  Mr.  Bailey 
probably  made  no  improvement,  but  subse- 
quently bought  other  government  land  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  town.  Following 
close  to  Mr.  Bailey  came  Gideon  Gates,  who 
two  days  later — July  5th,  1821 — entered  land 
in  section  27.  The  other  buyers  of  land  in 
section  33  were  George  Wilson,  of  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  who  secured  the  southeast  one- 
quarter,  September  3d,  1821.  John  Bennett, 
of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  took  the  east  one- 
half  of  northeast  one-quarter,  September  20th ; 
Eton  Andrus,  of  the  same  place,  secured  the 
west  one-half  of  the  northeast  one-quarter. 
Sardis  Burlingham  bought  the  east  one-half 
of  northwest  one-quarter,  June  11,  1823  ;  while 
the  west  one-half  of  that  quarter  section  was 
taken  by  Nathan  Miller,  July  7,  1823.  Next 
to  Bailey's  purchase  on  the  west  was  that  of 
Lester  Giddings,  June  11,  1823. 

In  the  northeast  part  of  the  town,  where 
the  village  of  Romeo  now  in  part  is  located, 
there  was  already  a  settlement  forming.  Sev- 
eral families  of  Indians  lived  there  and  two  or 
more  white  families.  The  location  was  known 
as  the  "Indian  Village,"  or  "Hoxey  Settle- 
ment," Job  Hoxey  was  there  with  his  family 
as  early  as  1822,  and  must  have  gone  there 
soon  after  the  surveys  were  made.  lie  was 
first  in  the  town  in  section  33,  where  he  ar- 
rived likely  in  1820  and  made  some  improve- 
ments, which  he  sold  to  George  Wilson  in 
1821.  But  little  is  known  of  this  first  settler 
in  the  township.  After  selling  to  Wilson,  he 
bought  land  on  section  2,  where  he  lived  for 
some  time  at  least.  His  entrv  is  dated  No- 
vember 10,  1823. 

Job  Hoxey  came  to  this  region  from  Can- 
ada, where  he  had  been  a  lumberman  on  the 
St.  Lawrence  River,  and  probably  was  much 
at  home  with  the  French  and  Indians.  Ar- 
riving at  Detroit,  he  and  his  son  Job  found 
employment  on  the  farm  of  General  Cass.  We 
note  that  General  Lewis  Cass  entered  lands  on 
section  2,  September  2,  1822.    This  fact  leads 
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us  to  suppose  Hoxey  to  have  induced  the  Gen- 
eral to  make  the  purchase.  Hoxey  entered  an 
adjoining  eighty  acres  the  following  year, 
earning  the  money  for  making  the  purchase 
by  working  for  General  Cass. 

Hoxey,  senior,  died  soon  after,  and  was  bur- 
ied at  the  Indian  Village,  now  Romeo.  Job 
Hoxey,  Jr.,  lived  to  be  an  old  man.  I  knew 
him  well,  as  he  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  my 
father's,  in  township  of  Shelby,  fifty  years 
ago.  At  that  time  he  had  become  largely  de- 
pendent upon  the  public  for  his  support.  He 
removed  later  to  Lapeer  County.  He  bore  a 
bad  character  while  young,  but  became  con- 
verted under  the  ministrations  of  the  Rev. 
John  Cannon — a  pioneer  minister — and  led 
thereafter  a  truly  Christian  life.  He  had 
much  to  say  about  General  Cass,  whom  he 
greatly  admired ;  but  to  whom  he  was  bitterly 
opposed  in  politics.  He  and  his  father  bought 
a  yoke  of  oxen  of  the  General,  paying  for  them 
in  work. 

Referring  again  to  section  2  we  find  that 
Lewis  Cass,  of  Detroit,  had  made  the  first  en- 
try of  land  in  that  section  for  the  east  one- 
half  of  the  northwest  one-quarter.  Job  Hoxey 
made  the  next  purchase  of  the  west  one-half  of 
the  northwest  one-quarter.  In  1824  the  buy- 
ers were  Horace  Foote  and  Asahel  Bailey, 
Gordon  Hovey  and  Horace  Foote  in  1825,  Wil- 
liam Abbott  in  1827  and  Eben  Kimball  in 
1829. 

In  section  1,  Benjamin  N.  Freeman  bought 
in  1825,  George  Smith  and  Richard  Jersey  in 
1826,  Nathaniel  Bennett  and  Ann  Powell  in 
1828,  Charles  C.  Trowbridge  in  1829,  Ro- 
dolphus  S.  Richards  in  1830,  and  Gad  Cham- 
berlin  in  1831.  On  section  3,  the  buyers  were 
Silas  Scott  in  1824,  Michael  Hopkins  and  Dan- 
iel Smith  in  1825,  Roswell  Webster  in  1826, 
George  Perkins,  Samuel  Cooley  and  Nelson 
Lowell  in  1831.  In  section  4  Michael  Hop- 
kins in  1825,  Dorcas  Scott  and  Henry  Price  in 
1832,  George  Fisher  in  1834,  Isaac  Ilubbell 
and  Jacob  Beekman  in  1835,  Hannah  Brabbs, 
John  II.  Chaffee  and  Isaac  Brabbs  in  1836. 
The  buyers  of  government  land  in  section  5 
were  Newman  C.  Griswold  in  1830,  Isaac 
Brabbs  in  1831,  1833-4,  Arnold  Spencer  in 
1834-5,  John  Brabbs  and  Marvil  Shaw  in 
1835,  Marvil  Shaw,  Herman  Holmes  and 
George  Brabbs  in  1836.  In  section  6  the  buy- 
ers were  Henry  Conner,  of  Detroit,  in  1822, 
Noble  Culver  in  1831,  Amos  Graves  and  Leb- 
beus  Graves  in  1832,  Samuel  B.  Spencer,  of 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1833.  In  section  7, 
James  Thorington  in  1830,  Amos  Graves  in 
1832,   Samuel  B.   Spencer  in   1833,   Lebbeus 


Graves,  Jr.,  in  1834,  Pitt  Lawrence  in  1835, 
Edwin  T.  Wilcox,  Albert  W.  Miller,  Samuel 
Thompson,  Ebenezer  M.  Phelps  and  Albertus 
Gray  in  1836.  Win.  Moon  was  also  a  pur- 
chaser, but  the  date  is  not  at  hand.  On  sec- 
tion 8,  the  buyers  were,  James  Thornton  in 
1825,  Hiram  M.  Hopkins,  Sherman  R.  Hop- 
kins and  Elijah  Thorington  in  1831,  Ezra 
Loomis  in  1832,  Elijah  Thorington,  Stephen 
W.  Grinnell  in  1834,  Elijah  Thorington,  John 
A.  Tinsman  and  Charles  Pudriey  in  1836,  Mar- 
vil Shaw  in  1837. 

In  section  9,  James  Thornton  bought  three 
eighty-acre  lots  in  1825,  and  John  Sowles  one, 
William  Allen  one  in  1826,  Noah  Isham  in 
1830,  James  Thorington,  Jr.,  in  1832,  James 
Thorington  in  1833,  John  A.  Tinsman  in  1834 
and  1835.  In  section  10,  the  buyers  were, 
James  A.  Starkweather,  of  Connecticut, 
Chauncey  Throop,  Philip  Price  and  Henry 
Morris  in  1825 ;  John  Price  and  Noah  Cooley 
bought  in  1831,  Silas  Scott  in  1832,  and  John 
Price  in  1833.  On  section  11  the  first  to  buy 
was  Freeborn  Ilealy,  who  entered  160  acres 
in  1822,  Alexander  Tackles,  Jr.,  Daniel  B. 
Webster  and  Edward  Arnold,  in  the  order 
named,  in  1824;  Nathaniel  Taylor  in  1831. 
The  buyers  in  section  12  in  the  order  named 
were,  Benjamin  Gould  and  Henry  Morris  in 

1824,  Jefferson  Nye  in  1825,  Archibald  Powell 
in  1827,  Abraham  Powell,  Anson  Bristol, 
Erastus  Smith  and  Abram  T.  Powell  in  1831, 
Isaiah  S.  Becraft  in  1833.  Those  who  pur- 
chased on  section  13  were,   Silas  Hay  den  in 

1825,  Jefferson  Nye  in  1826,  Emotas  P.  Hast- 
ings in  1827,  Christopher  Arnold  in  1830,  and 
John  Look  in  1831. 

In  section  14  those  who  entered  lands  were, 
David  Hill,  Philip  Price,  Jeremiah  Lockwood, 
Christopher  Arnold  and  Cyrenus  Arnold  in 
1823,  Andrew  Still  in  1825  and  Christopher 
Arnold  in  1827.  In  section  15  Edward  Ar- 
nold bought  in  1823,  Philip  Price  in  1824, 
Orthnill  Stone  and  Lyman  Thompson  Janny 
in  1825,  and  Archibald  Powell  in  1827.  Sec- 
tion 16  being  assigned  to  the  state  as  school 
land  was  acquired  by  several  parties;  J.  A. 
Tinsman,  F.  11.  Stephens,  Marvil  Shaw,  John 
Gibbs  and  Joseph  Gardner,  partial  payment 
was  made  by  them  all  September  12,  1837,  and 
they  allowed  their  final  payment  to  run  for 
from  seventeen  to  twenty-six  years.  This  is 
a  matter  worthy  of  note,  as  the  purchasers 
were  among  the  most  prosperous  in  the  town. 
They  evidently  preferred  to  pay  interest.  A 
part  of  section  17  was  purchased  by  John 
Sowle  in  1825,  Noah  Isham  and  James  Allen 
in  1830,  John  Sowle  in  1831,  Ezra  Loomis  in 
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1832,  Aaron  Haines  and  John  Lawrence  in 
1835,  John  A.  Tinsman  in  1836.  The  buyers 
of  section  18  were,  John  Sowle  in  1828,  Noah 
.Isham  and  William  Soule  in  1831,  Townsend 
Lockwood  in  1832,  James  Bolton  in  1833,  John 
C.  Lawrence  in  1834,  Joseph  Craves  in  1835, 
Jepter  Scott,  Polly  (J  raves  and  Samuel 
Thompson  in  183b,  David  and  Wiltso  Claspie 
in  18,38.  The  buyers  of  section  1!)  in  the  order 
named  were,  Robert  Townsend  and  Hiram 
Calkins  in  1825,  Hiram  Calkins  in  182(i,  James 
Lawson  in  1827,  Hiram  Calkins  in  1830  and 
1831,  and  Samuel  Thompson,  of  New  York 
City,  in  183b.  Those*  who  entered  lands  on 
section  20  were,  Josiah  Jewett  in  1825,  Benja- 
min McGregor  in  182(i.  Townsend  Lockwood, 
John  Soule  and  Ldward  Hoard  in  1830,  Abel 
Dolby  in  1831,  Isaac  Hoard  in  1832,  and 
Charles  I).  JIadden  in  1833.  The  buyers  of 
section  21  were,  Ancel  Norton  in  1822.  Va\.  P. 
Pees,  Ralph  AYadhams  and  Daniel  Thurston, 
Jr.,  in  1824,  Nathan  \ye  in  1825,  and  Henry 
Morris  in  1828. 

Section  22  was  obtained  by  Marcus  Nye, 
Zebulon  llayden  and  Aaron  Stone1  in  1822, 
Henry  Jersey,  Philip  Price  and  John  I).  IIol- 
hmd  in  1823,  Geo.  AY.  Scranton  in  1825,  and 
John  I).  Holland  in  1830.  The  buyers  in  sec- 
tion 23  were,  Henry  Morris  in  1S23,  Alex.  Mc- 
Gregor in  1825,  Thomas  Rowarth  in  1827. 
Joshua  Busing  and  Anson  Taft  in  1830,  and 
Joshua  Dusing  in  18.31.  On  section  24,  the 
purchasers  were,  Silas  Hayden  in  1825,  Orsel 
.Dudley  and  Isaac  Moore  in  1828,  Isaac  Moore 
in  182!),  Alva  Cre<rory  and  Sanford  Wood  in 

1830,  and  Royal  R.  dear  in  1833.  In  section 
25  the  land  buyers  were  Caleb  Willham  in 
182!)  and  1830,  Anson  Crinnell  in  1831,  Har- 
jnen  S.  Tenvilliger,  Lyman  Whitney.  Brain- 
ard  Rowley,  and  Richard  Carleton  in  1832, 
Samuel  Barnes,  Acil  Goff  and  Anson  Crinnell 
in  1833.  In  section  2b  the  buyers  of  govern- 
ment  land  were,  John  Rose  in  1825,  John  Doty 
and   David  Hurd  in  1830.  Wilkes  Stewart  in 

1831,  Solomon  Keeler,  Thomas  Abernethy  and 
Henry  Brainard  in  1832.  Richard  Carleton  in 

1833.  Section  27  was  taken  by  Cidcon  Gates 
and  Xathan  Nye1  in  1821,  Iddo  Warner  and 
Nathan  Nye,  Jr.,  in  182.3,  and  Xathan  Xye  in 
1830.  Those  who  purchased  in  section  28 
were  Lazarus  Creen  in  1821.  Otis  Lamb  in 
1822,  Joseph  Miller  in  1823,  Jefferson  Nye  in 
1824,  Edward  Hoard  in  1826,  Price  B.  Web- 
ster in  1828,  Jacob  McCracken  in  1832,  and 
Samuel  F.  Banning  in  1835.  Section  29  was 
bought  bv  John  M.  Welch  and  Benjamin  Mc- 
Gregor in  1826,  John  S.  Axford  in  1831  and 
1835,  Henry  K.  Crissman  and  Chauncey  Mor- 


gan in  1836.  Section  30  was  taken  by  Benja- 
min Martin  in  1824,  Delsanno  Jones,  Hiram 
Calkins  and  Lebbeus  Lockwood  in  1825,  John 
S.  Axford  and  Lebbeus  Lockwood  in  1826  and 
John  Giles  in  1831.  The  buyers  of  section  31 
were,  Win.  A.  Burt,  and  John  Allen  in  1822, 
John  S.  Axford  in  1823,  Pobert  Hazard  in 
1825,  Mariah  .Millard  and  John  S.  Axford  in 
1832.  Those  who  obtained  title  to  section  32 
were,  Arba  Smith  and  Joanna  McDonald  in 
1824,  Arba  Smith  in  1825,  Ephraim  Graves 
in  1827,  John  S.  Axford  and  Jeremiah  Lock- 
wood  in  1829,  Jeremiah  Lockwood  in  1830, 
and  John  S.  Axford  in  1831.  Section  33  was 
taken  by  Asahel  Bailey,  George  Wilson,  Klon 
Andrus  and  John  Bennett  in  1821,  Sardis 
Burlingham,  Lester  Giddings  and  Xathan  B. 
.Miller  in  1823.  Section  34  was  set  off  to  the 
state  as  salt  spring  land  and  was  sold  in  1849 
to  Joseph  Miller,  Loren  Andrus,  David  W. 
Noyes  and  John  Cannon,  all  residents  of  Ala- 
comb  County.  The  government  gave4  patents 
on  section  35  to  John  Keeler  in  1825,  Lydia 
Jnman  in  1831,  Hiram  Keeler,  John  Keeler 
and  Nathan  Keeler  in  1832,  Acil  Goff  in  1833, 
and  Jacob  Harris  (no  date  given).  Section 
3b  was  bought  by  Charles  Tubbs  and  Joseph 
Sias  in  1831,  Benjamin  Rowley,  Septer  Scott, 
Marvin  WTilbur  and  Josiah  T.  Robinson  in 
1832,  Albin  Porter,  James  P.  Keeler  and  Isaac 
Hoard  in  1833. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Asahel  Bailey 
made1  the  first  entry  of  land  in  the  township, 
July  3,  1821.  lie  was  from  New  York.  Da- 
vid and  Wiltso  Glaspie  bought  the  last  forty- 
acre  Jot.  May  2,  1838.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  in  a  little  less  than  17  years  all  the  gov- 
ernment lands  in  the  township  of  Washington 
had  passed  into  the  hands  of  private1  parties. 
The  number  of  purchasers  was  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six,  and  of  these  seven  were  women 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Ann  Powell, 
Hannah  Brabbs,  Dorcas  Scott,  Polly  Graves, 
Mariah  Millard,  Joanna  McDonald,  Lydia  In- 
man.  The  purchaser  of  the  largest  tract  (720 
acres)  was  John  S.  Axford;  Hiram  Calkins, 
John  Sowle  and  James  Thorington  480  acres 
each:  Philip  Price  400  acres;  Marvil  Shaw 
and  Daniel  Thurston  320  acres  each.  Nearly 
all  settlers  came  from  central  and  western  New 
York. 

The  people  of  Washington  have  been  well 
represented  in  the  legislative  councils  of  the 
state.  Among  its  noted  men,  Win.  A.  Burt, 
one  of  its  first  settlers,  easily  stands  at  the 
head  of  the  list,  lie  was  a  member  of  the  ter- 
ritorial council,  serving  in  1826  and  1827,  also 
in  the  legislature  in  1853  and  1854.     He  was 
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a  mechanical  genius  and  inventor  of  high  rank. 
His  principal  inventions  were  a  typewriting 
machine,  the  solar  compass,  and  an  equatorial 
compass  or  sextant.  Dr.  Dennis  Cooley,  like- 
wise an  early  settler,  was  a  botanist  of  note, 
wTtose  published  "List  of  plants  common  with- 
in ten  miles  of  Cooley 's  Corners,"  gave  him 
much  publicity  as  well  as  his  classification  of 
plants  collected  under  the  U.  S.  Geological 
Survey  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  in  1848.  Dr. 
Cooley  was  a  correspondent  of  the  most  noted 
botanists  of  his  day. 

The  State  Senators  hailing  from  Romeo 
are,  Dewitt  C.  Walker,  John  N.  Mellen  and 
Harvey  Mellen;  the  Representatives,  Alexan- 
der Tackels,  Daniel  C.  Greene,  George  Chand- 
ler, Cortez  P.  Hooker,  Minot  T.  Lane,  Chas. 
F.  Mallory,  Elisha  F.  Meade,  Dewitt  C.  Walk- 
er, Harvey  Mellen,  Dexter  Mussy  and  Fred 
Buzzle. 

At  the  first  town  meeting,  which  was  held 
as  appointed,  Gideon  Gates  was  chosen  to 
preside,  and  Isaac  Andrus  to  act  as  clerk.  In 
the  election  which  followed,  John  A.  Axford 
was  elected  supervisor;  John  B.  Holland, 
clerk;  Daniel  B.  Webster,  collector  and  con- 
stable; Asahel  Bailey,  John  Bennett  and  Na- 
than Knight,  assessors ;  Alexander  Tackles, 
John  Bennett,  James  Starkweather,  commis- 
sioners; Albert  Finch  and  Joseph  Miller,  over- 
seers of  the  poor;  Alvin  Knight,  constable; 
Asahel  Bailey,  Elon  Andrus,  Edward  Arnold, 
pound  masters.  A  table  of  the  principal  town 
officers  since  then  is  here  given. 

Supervisors — John  S.  Axford,  1827;  Gideon 
Gates,  1828-32 ;  Caleb  Wilbor,  1833-37  ;  Coun- 
ty Commissioners,  1838-42  ;  John  Keeler,  1843  ; 
Erastus  Smith,  1844;  John  Keeler,  1845-46; 
Noah  Cooley,  1847-48;  Erastus  Smith,  1849; 
Elisha  Calkins,  1850;  Noah  Coolev,  1851-52; 
Elisha  Calkins,  1853-54;  Marshall's.  Dadley, 
1855;  George  II.  Fenner,  1856;  Hugh  Gray, 
1857;  Erastus  Smith,  1858-71;  Jerome  W. 
Nims,  1872-80;  Stephen  B.  Cannon,  1881-82; 
Jerome  W.  Nims,  1883-1900;  Geo.  W.  Mann, 
1901-05. 

In  the  foregoing  list  of  supervisors  it  must 
be  remembered  that  from  1818  to  the  date  of 
township  election  in  1827,  the  county  was 
governed  by  commissioners;  from  that  period 
until  1838  by  supervisors;  from  1838  until 
early  in  1843,  by  county  commissioners,  when 
the  supervisors  board  was  re-established. 

Clerks— John  D.  Holland,  1827-30;  Horace 
Foote,  1831 ;  James  Starkweather,  1832 ;  John 
D.  Holland,  1833-44;  Otis  Lamb,  1836-49;  Al- 
bert Nye,  1850;  Otis  Lamb,  1852;  George 
Washer,  1853;  Charles  F.  Mallarv,  1854-57; 


A.  II.  Poole,  1858 ;  Albert  E.  Leete,  1859 ;  C. 
F.  Mallary,  1860-69;  Nathan  C.  Bates,  1870; 
Charles  C.  Bradley,  1871-75;  Collins  Bradley, 
1876;  Byron  J.  Flumerfelt,  1877;  Eber  J. 
Dudley,  1878-82;  J.  R.  Morland,  1884;  R.  B. 
Owen,  1885 ;  Frank  W.  Dash,  1886-1905. 

Treasurers— Daniel  B.  Webster,  1827 ;  Wil- 
liam  Price,  1828  ;  Alvin  Nye,  1829  ;  Gad  Cham- 
berlin,  1830;  Hiram  Calkins,  1831-33;  II.  Van 
Kleek,  1834;  James  II.  Rose,  1837 ;  Hiram  Cal- 
kins, 1840;  Orin  P.  Southwell,  1842;  James 
II.  Rose,  1844;  Orsel  Dudley,  1851;  Marvin 
Wilbur,  1855 ;  Morgan  ^<ye7  1857 ;  Truman  R. 
Andrus,  1858;  John  Cannon,  1861;  Elias 
Stone,  1863;  Theron  Cole,  1865;  Elias  L. 
Stone,  1867;  Theron  Cole,  1868;  James  II. 
Rose,  1870 ;  Aaron  B.  Rawles.  1875 ;  Jonathan 
Stone,  1877;  Edward  W.  Andrus,  1879;  Jona- 
than Stone,  1881 ;  Edward  W.  Andrus,  1883- 
1884;  Samuel  T.  Smith,  1885;  Stephen  B. 
Cannon,  1886-87:  Henry  Bennett,  1888-89; 
William  L.  Dickens,  1890;  Edward  W.  An- 
drus, 1891-92;  George  Kaiser,  1893-94;  AVil- 
liam  C.  Hipp,  1895-96;  Jeremiah  Bartholo- 
mew, 1897-98;  Frank  E.  Stone,  1899-1900; 
Howard  II.  Morland,  1900-01;  William  M. 
Chapman,  1902;  Henry  Bennett,  1903-04;  T. 
R.  Crawford,  1905. 

Among  the  localities  in  the  township  which 
merit  a  special  mention,  are  Clifton,  Mt.  Ver- 
non and  Washington.  Clifton  was  the  site  of 
Gray's  mills,  which  for  several  years  before 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  until  about  1880, 
did  a  large  business,  and  gathered  about  them 
quite  a  little  settlement.  Dr.  Neil  Gray,  re- 
ferred to  in  Ray  and  Bruce  histories,  was  one 
of  the  firm  of  Gray  Brothers,  and  Hugh  Gray, 
the  other  partner.  The  mills  are  located  on 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  7  on  the  site 
of  a  mill  which  had  been  burned  at  least  as 
early  as  1840.  At  one  time  Clifton,  which  was 
a  platted  village,  threatened  to  prove  a  dan- 
gerous rival  to  Romeo,  but  like  all  the  mills 
of  the  country,  it  suffered  from  the  competi- 
tion of  the  western  wheat  fields  and  mills.  The 
mills  remained  in  the  Gray  family  for  a  great 
many  years,  but  in  the  '90  \s  the  property  was 
sold  and  passed  into  other  hands.  New  pro- 
cesses have  been  put  into  the  mill  and  the  val- 
uable water  power  is  still  used  for  the  opera- 
tion of  a  successful  country  mill  by  its  pres- 
ent owners. 

Mt,  Vernon,  which  is  situated  in  sections 
19  and  30,  is  a  thriving  little  village  commu- 
nity, in  which  has  gathered  a  number  of  busi- 
ness houses,  two  churches  and  a  blacksmith 
shop  and  several  residences.  It  is  one  of  the 
oldest  postoffices  of  the  county. 
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With  this  place,  is  intimately  associated  the 
name  of  William  A.  Burt,  the  inventor  of  the 
solar    compass.      He    was   born    in    Taunton, 
Mass.,  June  13th,  1792,  of  Scotch  and  English 
ancestry.     The  family  early  came  to  western 
New  York,  where  July  4th,  1813,  Mr.  Burt 
was  married  to  Phoebe  Cole.     After  a  short 
experience  in  the  war  of  1812  and  an  unsuc- 
cessful   one    in    commercial    enterprises,    Mr. 
Burt  turned  his  attention  to  the  building  of 
saw  and  Hour  mills,  associating  with  himself 
his  brother-in-law,  John  Allen,  who  was  later 
one  of  Macomb  County's  respected  citizens. 
In  1817.  Mr.  Burt  made  a  trip  through  the 
west  with  a  view  of  selecting  a  site  to  settle, 
visiting  Detroit  in  the  course  of  the  trip.     In 
1822,  he  again  returned  to  Michigan  and  en- 
gaged in  mill  building  in  Oakland  County.   In 
the  fall  of  that  year,  he  selected  the  southwest 
quarter   of   secton    31    of   Washington   for   a 
home.     The  western  border  of  the  county  was 
then  just  settling,  and  Mr.  Burt  was  one  of 
the   early   pioneers   of   the   locality.      In    the 
spring  of  1824  he  moved  his  family  as  far  as 
Auburn,  Oakland  County,  and  in  the  autumn 
of  that   year   settled   in   the   substantial   log 
house  which  he  had  erected  for  his  new  home. 
Mr.  Burt  served  as  a  member  of  the  territory 
legislature  during  the  winter  of  1826-27.     In 
1831  he  was  elected  county  surveyor,  which 
position   he  filled   for  three  years.     January 
14th,   1833,   he   received  the   appointment   as 
postmaster   of   Mt.    Vernon,   which  was   then 
just  established,  and  in  April  of  that  year  he 
was  appointed  associate  judge  of  this  judicial 
circuit.     During  that  same  year  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  construction  of  mills  at  Freder- 
ick, probably  for  Noahdiah  Saekett.     In  No- 
vember of  this  same  year  he  was  appointed 
United  States  Deputy  Surveyor,  and  for  many 
years  following  was  busily  engaged  surveying 
for  many  proposed  canals  and  railroads  and 
other  proposed  improvements  with  which  the 
state  was  rife.    This  is  no  place  for  recounting 
the  extensive  and  beneficial  work  of  Mr.  Burt, 
outside   of  the   county,   most   conspicuous   of 
which  was  the  invention  and  perfection  of  the 
solar  compass,     lie  was  of  a  retiring  disposi- 
tion, practical  turn  of  mind,  an  original  think- 
er, and  when  once  aroused  a  brilliant  conver- 
sationalist. Without  much  school  education,  he 
was  still  a  scholar,  and  obtained  a  recognition 
among  the  scientific  men  of  his  day.    lie  took 
active  grounds  in  favor  of  temperance  legisla- 
tion and  was  of  a  religious  turn  of  mind.    He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Mt.  Vernon 
Baptist  Church.     Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Mt.  Vernon.     The 


latter  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Detroit, 
and  his  activity  continued  until  the  very  last, 
as  was  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  when  he 
was  stricken  down  with  heart  disease,  August 
18th,  1858,  he  was  giving  instructions  to  a 
class  in  navigation,  astronomy,  and  the  use  of 
his  compass. 

Washington  Village  is  a  community  located 
in  the  northeast  corner  of  section  33,  and  the 
northwest  corner  of  section  34,  and  be- 
cause of  its  being  situated  both  on  the  Air 
Line  Railroad  and  the  Detroit  and  Romeo 
Electric  Line,  is  one  of  the  most  available 
points  in  the  township  for  business  purposes. 
It,  however,  was  a  thriving  little  country  vil- 
lage before  it  enjoyed  these  railroad  facilities. 
The  locality  was  first  settled  in  1818,  and  for 
a  long  time  its  nearest  shipping  point  was 
Utica,  with  which  it  was  connected  by  a  daily 
line  of  stages.  There  are  two  churches,  a  well 
organized  school  and  hotels,  stores  and  busi- 
ness houses  that  amply  accommodate  the  de- 
mands of  the  surrounding  country,  and  has  a 
population  of  about  250.  F.  G.  Davis  runs 
the  general  store.  Dr.  Albert  Yates  is  the  old- 
est resident  physician  and  has  occupied  for 
years  a  prominent  position  in  the  community. 
More  detailed  mention  of  the  churches  will  be 
found  in  connection  with  the  history  of  re- 
ligious organizations  in  the  township. 

The  history  of  the  early  schools  of  AVash- 
ington  began  back  as  far  as  1824,  when  many 
of  the  families  who  had  come  from  New  York 
state  selected  a  site  on  Freeborn  I  leafy 's  land, 
a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  the  present  village 
of  Romeo,  and  here  built  the  log  school  house 
in  which  the  first  teacher  was  Silas  Scott. 
During  the  year  1824,  27  or  28  pupils  gath- 
ered in  from  miles  about  to  attend  this  school, 
coming  chiefly  over  Indian  trails  through  the 
wilderness.  At  the  time,  an  Indian  encamp- 
ment was  nearly  opposite  the  school  house. 
The  teacher,  after  closing  his  school  in  1825, 
purchased  the  farm  near  Romeo,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death  in  the  eighth  decade  of 
the  last  century.  The  list  of  the  pupils  at 
this  school  will  disclose  the  names  of  most  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  that  locality — Price,  Ar- 
nold, Woodman,  Tackles,  Healy,  Chandler, 
Webster,  Gould,  Thorington,  Phelps,  Smith, 
Finch,  Kittredge  and  Gates. 

In  the  fall  of  1824  another  school  house 
was  built  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  a  short 
distance  south  of  Washington  Village,  Miss 
Emeline  Allen  being  the  first  teacher  here.  In 
the  winter  of  1824-5  the  school  was  taught  by 
Isaac  Andrus  and  Miss  Allen  and  Andrus  di- 
vided the  following  school  year  in  the  same 
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manner.  During'  the  winters  of  1826-7  and 
1827-8,  school  was  taught  by  Nathaniel  Augus- 
tus Baldwin.  Among  other  wielders  of  the 
birch  in  this  school  in  early  days  were  John 
Chapman,  mathematician ;  Abel  "Webster, 
Isaac  Monfort,  Isaac  Andrus,  John  1).  Hol- 
land, Dalby,  Xoyes  and  Price. 

From  these  humble,  but  efficient  beginnings, 
the  educational  interests  of  Washington  have 
grown  until  in  .1904  there  was  needed  for  the 
housing  of  the  school  pupils  in  tin*  township, 
aside  from  the  portion  of  it  included  in  the 
Romeo  District,  seven  buildings,  with  an  esti- 
mated school  property  of  $7,000.  The  teach- 
er's wages  during  that  year  amounted  to 
$2,:302,  and  the  total  expense  of  the  schools 
was  $2,5:r).2J).  Two  hundred  and  thirty-four 
out  of  the  :U1  children  of  school  age  were  en- 
rolled in  the  schools  during  the  year. 

The  character  of  the  settlers  of  Washington 
would  lead  one  to  expect  considerable  atten- 
tion to  be  paid  to  religious  matters,  and  such 
expectations  are  fulfilled  by  the  facts.  The 
first  circuit  ministers  were  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Plympton  and  Petit.  Later,  "Rev.  Air.  Jones, 
in  about  1820,  preached  a  radical  temperance 
sermon  in  tin1  present  village  of  Washington 
in  the  course  of  which  he  referred  to  the  dis- 
tillery as  "the  Devil's  teapot/'  Among  other 
names  of  the  early  circuit  riders  are  Reynolds, 
Frazer,  Boughman  and  Elliott.  For' a  few 
years,  about  18:]0,  the  community,  particular- 
ly the  Howard  and  Carpenter  families,  were 
visited  by  a  few  Free-will  Baptists  and  Chris- 
tian ministers,  among  them  being'  Elders 
Shearer,  Lambarker  and  Thomas. 

In  182:}  six  persons — John  Holland,  Elon 
Andrus,  Nancy  Andrus,  Polly  Greene,  Amelia 
Miller  and  Laura  Miller,  adherents  to  the  be- 
liefs of  the  Methodist  Church,  began  holding 
prayer  meetings  from  house  to  house.  The 
nearest  preaching  of  their  persuasion  was  at 
Ctiea,  which  place  they  visited  from  time  to 
time  until  the  log  school  house  opposite  the 
present  cemetery  was  built.  Here  they 
occasionally  held  meetings,  conducted  by 
circuit  riders,  among  others  beimr  Rev.  Elias 
Petit.  Until  1840,  when  a  church  building 
was  erected,  religious  services  were  conducted 
in  various  school  houses.  At  that  time  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Steele  and  Nelson  Barn  urn  were  in 
charge.  February  24th,  1840,  "the  trustees 
of  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Washington"  made  a  contract  with  Chauncey 
Church  to  build  a  meeting  house  on  the  west 
side  of  section  24  "opposite  Dr.  Cooley's  gar- 
den" to  be  finished  by  January  1st,  1847,^1^ 
the  sum  of  $1,150.     This  contract  was  signed 


on  behalf  of  the  church  society  by  Elon  An- 
drus, Abel  Warner,  Benjamin  McGregor,  Da- 
vid W.  Noyes  and  John  Keeler.  The  contract 
for  the  belfry  was  later  made  with  L.  D. 
Cowles.  The  building  was  accepted  and  paid 
for  December  28th,  1846,  at  which  time  it  was 
dedicated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Crane,  at  that  time 
presiding  elder  of  this  district. 

Many  changes  have  been  made  in  the  church 
building  and  many  have  been  the  pastors  in 
charge.  For  years  the  church  was  the  sole 
place  for  religious  meetings  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  although  dedicated  by  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Society,  was  maintained  by  contri- 
butions from  various  sources.  After  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Union  Church  Society  the 
Methodist  Church  has  been  but  little  used  by 
others  than  its  owners. 

The  growing  need  of  another  place  for  hold- 
ing services  led  to  the  organization  of  the 
Washington  Union  Church  Society  in  1879, 
the  history  of  which  organization  has  been 
kindly  furnished  by  Mrs..  Lucelia  C.  Brabb,  of 
Romeo. 

On  July  5th,  1879,  the  first  regular  meeting; 
of  the  Union  Church  Society  was  attended  and 
the  articles  of  association  (arranged  to  fully 
comply  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  stat- 
utes of  the  State  of  Michigan  for  church  pro- 
tection) were  formally  accepted  and  signed,  to 
be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk, 
after  which  the  following  trustees  were  elect- 
ed :  Timothy  Lockwood,  William  A.  Stone,  B. 
W.  Andrus,  Henry  Bennet  and  W.  W. 
Vaughan. 

The  charter  members  included  the  names  of 
Mabel  Lockwood,  Timothy  Lockwood,  Henry 
Bennet,  Susan  L.  Bennet,  William  A.  Stone, 
Alice  N.  Stone,  Geo.  IT.  Cannon,  Lucy  M.  Can- 
non, W.  W.  Norton,  Flora  Norton,  'Jonathan 
Stone,  .Marian  C.  Stone,  James  M.  Vaughan, 
Calista  E.  Vaughan,  Levi  E.  Cannon,  Lucelia 
M.  Cannon,  Adelbert  Stone,  Edward  W.  An- 
drus, George  Wilson,  Levi  I).  Apling,  Eliza 
Apling,  William  W.  Vaughan,  Ida  B. 
Vaughan,  Betsey  E.  Andrus,  Byron  Norton, 
Lucelia  L.  Davis,  David  G.  Stewart,  .Alary  D. 
Stewart,  Clara  C.  Babbitt,  Edwin  Lamb,  Caro- 
line Lamb,  II.  W.  Miller,  F.  C.  Miller,  Flora 
Miller,  S.  B.  Cannon,  Sarah  J.  Cannon. 

For  four  years  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Knickerbock- 
er had  been  preaching  to  these  people,  and  he 
now  became  their  regular  pastor,  and  so  con- 
tinued for  two  years. 

February  26th,  1880,  the  new  church  build- 
ing was  dedicated  to  Almighty  God,  the  fol- 
lowing ministers  taking  part  in  the  morning, 
afternoon  and  evening  services:     Rev.  C.  W. 
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Knickerbocker,  Rev.  D.  A.  Perrin,  Rev.  J.  A. 
Young,  Rev.  J.  E.  Davis,  Rev.  William  Piatt, 
Rev.  John  Cannon,  Rev.  J.  Ames. 

In  May  following',  a  Sunday  School — the 
nursery  of  the  church — was  organized  and  has 
always  been  an  important  and  flourishing*  part 
of  the  organization. 

The  doors  of  this  church  were  freely  opened 
to  all  denominations,  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Young 
and  Rev.  J.  Ames  supplying-  the  pulpit  for 
some  time.  In  May,  1881,  the  Rev.  William 
Allington  began  what  was  a  six  years'  pastor- 
ate, and  in  1885  the  Rev.  John  II.  Paton  be- 
came one  of  their  pastors,  and  has  so  contin- 
ued for  twenty  years. 

Founded  on  the  broad  basis  of  the  Father- 
hood of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man,  pay- 
ing every  obligation  promptly  and  being  in 
fact  a  union  in  heart  as  well  as  in  name,  they 
have  gone  on  in  the  good  work  with  few  dis- 
couragements and  Yery  much  for  which  to  be 
grateful. 

Much  of  the  social,  educational  and  re- 
ligious life  of  this  township  is  closely  associ- 
ated with  the  Village  of  Romeo,  and  reference 
must  be  had  to  the  chapter  on  that  village  for 
further  details. 

The  population  and  assessed  valuation  of 
the  township,  as  given  by  the  official  records, 
is  as  follows : 

Population. 

1887    1  329 

1840    l'314 

1844    1,517 

1850    L541 

1854    1,340 

1860 1,845 

1864   1,785 

1870    2,058 

1874    2  099 

1880    2,031 

1884    1,909 

1890    2,080 

1894    1,973 

1900    1993 

1004    i;897 

A  ssessed  Va  lua t i on . 

1842    $    76,427.00 

1846    94,470.00 

1851 116,914.00 

1856  690,835.00 

1861  618,480.00 

1866  648,350.00 

1871 728,070.00 

1876  735,000.00 

1881  1,738,000.00 

1891 1,600,000.00 

1886  1,620,000.00 


1896  .  .  . 
1901  .  .  . 
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.1,380,000.00 
.1,500,000.00 


TOWNSHIP    OF    BRUCE. 

Much  of  the  history  of  this  township  is  so 
intimately  connected  with  Romeo  that  refer- 
ence must  he  had  to  the  chapter  on  that  vil- 
lage in  this  connection.  The  township  was  at 
the  time  of  its  original  survey  well  timbered 
with  hickory,  ash,  elm,  maple  and  linden,  with 
some  cedar  and  tamarack  along*  the  marshes 
or  streams,  and  a  few  swampy  places.  At  the 
time  of  the  early  settlements,  an  artificial 
structure,  circular  in  form,  was  found  in  sec- 
tion 3.  It  appears  to  have  had  three  gateways 
or  open  passage  ways  some  ten  feet  in  width, 
and  the  area  included  in  this  work  was  a  little 
more  than  an  acre,  and  the  indications  led  to 
the  conjecture  that  this  and  works  of  similar 
character  were  built  for  some  defensive  pur- 
pose by  a  race  long  since  extinct. 

The   township    was    surveyed    by    Joseph 
Wampler  on  behalf  of  the   government   and 
was  found  to  contain  23,347  acres.     "David 
Hill,  of  St.  Clair  County,  bought  the  first  par- 
cel of  land  conveyed  by  the   government   in 
this  town,  the  selection  being  the  east  one-half 
of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section   35,  No- 
vember 20,  1821.    The  next  to  buy  was  Asahel 
Bailey,  who  bought  the  east  one-half  of  the 
southwest    one-quarter    of   the    same    section, 
April   16,    1822.      Only   six    bought    lands   in 
1823;  in  1824  only  two  bought  lands;  in  1825 
there  were  six ;  in  1826-7,  there  were  four  buy- 
ers;  in   1828   Gad  Chamberlin  was  the  only 
buyer;   in  1829  three   buyers;  in  1830  there 
were   but   eight,   but   from  that   date   on  the 
numbers  were  greatly  increased  yearly  until 
the  lands  had  all  passed  from  the  hands  of  the 
government.      The   last  parcel    being   sold   to 
Charles  Lane,  of  Lapeer  County,  August  10, 
1847,  the  same  being  the  northwest  one-quar- 
ter of  the  northwest  one-quarter  of  section  6. 
John  Townsend,  of  Ulster  County,  New  York, 
was  the  largest  buyer  of  government  land  in 
the  town,  his  selection  being  on  sections  4,  5, 
6  and  8,   and  aggregated   1,295   acres.     Neil 
Gray  525,  Charles  Killam  518,  Isaiah  Good- 
rich 463,  Leander  Tremble  520,  Amos  Brown 
480,  Albert  Finch  400,  Rufus  Hall  352,  David 
Taylor    351,    John     Gooderich    and    Ileman 
Parmlee  each  320,  John  Reynolds,  Benjamin 
Gould,    Gad    Chamberlin,    John    Taylor,    Jr., 
John  Allen,  Samuel  and  William  Cooley  each 
240  acres,  Abram  Powell  200  acres,  and  many 
obtained  160  acres,  while  the  largest  number 
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were  content  with  80  or  40-acre  tracts.    These 
buyers    of    homes    mostly    came    from    cen- 
tral New  York,  Erie,  Genesee,  Ulster,  Oneida, 
Livingston,    Monroe,    Washington,    Onondaga 
and  several  other  counties  being  represented. 
Two  hailed  from  Connecticut,  one  from  North 
Carolina,  and  one  gave  his  residence  as  the 
State  of  New  York.     Several  were  from  Ma- 
comb, Lapeer,  St.  Clair,  Wayne  and  Oakland 
counties,  this  state.     Among  the  buyers  were 
several  women  who  became  real  estate  owners 
direct    from    the    government.      Mary    Gray 
bought  on  section  2,  Leona  Kittridge  and  Re- 
becca Day  on  section  3,  Mary  Ann  Dyer  on 
section  19,  Lucinda  Leavensworth  united  with 
Elihu  and  bought  a  40  on  section  21,  Mercy 
Benjamin  bought  on  24,   Betsey  Phillips  on 
section  28  and  Lydia  Chamberlin  on  section 
36.     We  have  made  no  attempt  in  this  paper 
to  ascertain  who  made  the  first  clearing  or 
erected  the   first   buildings   in  the   township. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  township  at  large  was 
speedily  settled  up  so  that  a  move  was  made 
early  in  the  spring  of  1832  to  form  a  separate 
township,  as  the  territory  had  been  attached 
heretofore  and  formed  a  portion  of  the  town 
of  Washington.    A  meeting  of  the  settlers  was 
therefore    called    to    assemble    at    the    school 
house,  four  miles  north  of  Romeo  and  a  half 
mile  west  of  the  Parmlee  place,  to  take  this 
matter  into  consideration.     This  meeting  was 
held  early  in  Ap,ril,  1832.    Chauneey  Goodrich 
presided  and  Martin  Buzzell  was  chosen  clerk. 
Various  names   were   suggested  for  the  new 
township,  when  one  of  the   Grays,   who  was 
present,  proposed  the  name  of  Bruce  in  honor 
of  the  renowned  Scotch  chieftain,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  acceptable  to  all,  and  was 
adopted   by   the   meeting,    and   a   year   later, 
March  9,  1833,  the  township  organization  was 
effected  and  the  first  town  meeting  ordered 
held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  following 
at    the    log    school   house   near   Bushnells. " 
(From  paper  prepared  by  Geo.  II.  Cannon.) 
At  this  meeting  the  election  resulted  in  the 
election  of  Gideon  Gates  for  Supervisor,  Mar- 
tin Buzzell  for  Clerk,  Isaac  Thompson,  J.  W. 
L.  Collins  and  Jesse  Bishop,  Assessors;  Eras- 
tus  Day,  George  Throop  and  Ileman  Holmes, 
Commissioners  of  Highways ;   Gad  Chainber- 
lin, Poor  Director;  Asahel  Bailey,  Treasurer; 
Hiram   Hopkins,     Collector    and    Constable; 
Erastus  Day,   Ezra  Finch,   Luke   Hovey,   R. 
Bancroft,    Daniel    Overson,    Levi  Washburn 
and.  Mark  Winchell,  Overseers  of  Highways. 
Since  that  date  the  various  township  elections 
have  resulted  in  the  following  officers : 

Supervisors — Gideon  Gates,  1833-34;  Isaac 


Thompson,  1835-36 ;  Herman  Parmalee,  1837 ; 
County  Commissioners,  1838-42 ;  Minot  T. 
Lane,  1843-44;  Hiram  Sherman,  1845-49; 
Hugh  Gray,  1850;  George  Chandler,  1851-52; 
Harvey  Mellen,  1853-54;  Joseph  Ayres,  1855- 
1858 ;  Hiram  Sherman,  1859 ;  Joseph  Ayres, 
1860-80;  Harvey  Mellen,  1881-82;  George 
Townsend,  1883-1905. 

Clerks— Martin  Buzzell,  1833;  Henry  Por- 
ter, 1834;  James  Bushnell,  1835-36;  Gideon 
Gates,  1837-38;  Cornelius  Everts,  1839;  Co- 
latinus  Day,  1840-41;  Oliver  Canfield,  1842- 
1844;  Joseph  A.  C.  Leech,  1845-46;  Ebenezer 
French,  1847-48 ;  Watson  Loud,  1849 ;  Oliver 
Canfield,  1850 ;  Watson  Loud,  1851-52 ;  Joseph 
Ayres,  1853;  Dexter  Mussey,  1854;  Martin 
Buzzell,  1855;  William  A.  Frazier,  1856-60; 
Levant  C.  Mclntyre,  1861-63;  Samuel  A. 
Reade,  1864;  Charles  Jones,  1865;  William  A. 
Frazier,  1866-68 ;  George  D.  Muzzey,  1869-71 ; 
Henry  P.  Piper,  1872-73;  Charles  N.  Coe, 
1874-95 ;  Lafayette  II.  Bates,  1896-1905. 

Treasurers — Asahel  Bailey,  1833-34;  John 
W.  Day,  1835-36;  Jeremiah  Miller,  1837-38; 
Hiram  Hopkins,  1839 ;  Cornelius  Everts, 
1840 ;  James  Starkweather,  1841 ;  Henry 
llowarth,  1842;  Martin  T.  Southwell,  1843; 
Samuel  II.  Ewell,  1844;  Jeremiah  B.  Ayres, 
1845-48;  Nathan  Palmer,  1849;  Lewis  D. 
Owen,  1850-52;  William  B.  Sutton,  1853-56; 
Martin  Buzzell,  1857;  William  B.  Sutton, 
1858-64;  Almagro  Parmelee,  1865-67;  Robert 
Turner,  1872-74;  George  D.  Muzzey,  1875-77; 
Jed  Predmore,  1878-79;  Ephraim  Van  Bur- 
ger, 1880-83;  Moses  C.  Hunt,  1884-85;  A.  J. 
Wintermute,  1886;  Jonathan  Stone,  1887-88; 
Jacob  P.  Smith,  1889-90;  Oel  J.  Smith,  1891- 
1892;  William  L.  Hosner,  1893-94;  Jonathan 
Stone,  1895-96;  John  A.  Throop,  1897-98; 
Abram  T.  Powell,  1899-1900;  Jonathan  Stone, 
1901 :  Fred  Hosner,  1902-03 ;  J.  Henry  Elliott, 
1904-05. 

The  Scotch  settlement  was  made  in  1830  or 
1831,  when  Dr.  Neil  Gray  and  his  brother 
Hugh  came  to  Romeo,  and  acting  under  the 
advice  of  Jesse  Bishop,  located  the  tract  since 
known  as  the  Gray  farm.  They  had  been  pre- 
ceded by  Crawford,  Wylie  and  David  Taylor, 
and  were  followed  by  the  Resides,  Reids,  llop- 
ki ns,  Muirs,  Wassons,  Hamiltons,  Borln nds 
and  Stephens. 

Romeo,  with  its  excellent  schools,  has  natur- 
ally attracted  a  large  part  of  the  educational 
interests  of  the  township.  In  the  ten  school 
districts,  exclusive  of  the  Romeo  District,  how- 
ever, there  is  property  estimated  to  be  $5,525 
and  $2,210  was  expended  for  teacher's  wages 
in  these  districts  during  the  past  year. 
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The  small  streams  of  Bruce  have  afforded 
mill  power  for  several  mills,  each  of  which 
have  played  their  part  in  the  development  of 
the  country.  Tremble's  mill  and  Bancroft's 
mill  were  among  the  earliest  saw  mills  of  the 
town,  while  back  in  about  1850  Samuel  De- 
neen  and  his  partner,  Smith,  built  a  grist  mill 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  section  31.  Here 
they  did  a  large  and  nourishing  business,  par- 
ticularly after  the  mills  at  Clifton  had  been 
burned  and  before  they  were  rebuilt  by  the 
Grays.  Deneen  continued  to  run  the  mill  for 
some  time,  and  afterwards  it  was  rented  by  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Wagner.  After  the  mill 
burned,  the  mill  site  was  purchased  by  the 
Gray  brothers,  who  owned  at  that  time  both 
the  Clifton  mills  lower  down  the  stream  and 
the  mills  at  Lakeville  further  up.  Their  pur- 
pose undoubtedly  was  largely  to  control  the 
water  power  between  the  two  mills.  By  an 
arrangement  with  the  Grays,  James  Glaspie 
built  a  plaster  mill  and  ran  it  on  and  off  for 
several  years,  during  which  time  feed  was  also 
ground  here.  The  east  mill,  now  called  Glen 
mill,  located  two  miles  west  and  a  half  mile 
north  of  Romeo,  was  another  grist  mill  which 
has  had  a  long  successful  career. 

The  population  of  the  township  as  per  cen- 
sus returns  has  been  as  follows : 

1837    889 

1810    1,128 

1815    1,375 

1850    1,555 

1851    1,453 

1860    1,807 

1864    1,830 

1870    2,145 

1874    2,045 

1880    2,103 

1884    2,078 

1890    2,021 

1894    1,947 

1900    1,789 

1904    1,739 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  of 
the  township  as  equalized  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  has  been  as  follows : 

1842  $   63,861.50 

1846  77,537.00 

1851 94,238.00 

1856  689,950.00 

1861  641,180.00 

1866  648,390.00 

1871  776,700.00 

1876  790,000.00 

1881 1,780,000.00 

1886  1,700,000.00 

1891  1,650,000.00 


1896  1,450,000.00 

1901  1,560,000.00 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 


TRANSPORTATION. 

As  has  been  frequently  mentioned  the  wa- 
terways furnished  in  the  early  days,  were  al- 
most the  only  highways  about  the  county.  Ac- 
cordingly the  construction  of  some  means  of 
water  communication  early  followed  the  set- 
tlements of  the  county  and  raising  of  products 
in  too  great  a  quantity  to  be  transported  in 
canoes.  As  the  country  developed,  highways 
were  constructed  along  the  Indian  trails  or 
along  the  ridges  where,  with  the  least  labor, 
a  road  could  be  made,  which  would  allow  the 
passage  of  horses  and  the  rude  vehicles  of  the 
time.  Further  progress  and  the  demand  for 
easier  ways  of  transportation,  led  to  the  con- 
struction of  plank  roads  along  which  "the 
coach  and  four"  carried  passengers  and  mail, 
as  well  as  slower-going  heavily-laden  wagons. 
Construction  of  steam  roads  largely  did  away 
with  the  necessity  for  the  plank  road  and 
its  later  successor,  the  graveled  turnpike, 
and  the  coming  of  the  electric  lines  wiped  out 
the  last  of  the  toll  roads.  It  would  be  inter- 
esting to  trace  the  gradual  change  and  im- 
provement in  these  various  methods  of  trans- 
portation, and  the  writer  presents  here  the  re- 
sults of  a  painstaking  research  of  Henry  O. 
Chapaton  upon  the  construction  of  water  ve- 
hicles in  the  county. 

"As  a  result  of  the  absence  of  any  means  of 
transportation  except  by  water  during  the 
early  years  of  the  last  century,  the  building 
of  boats  became  one  of  the  necessary,  and  in 
fact  was  one  of  the  ordinary,  occupations  of 
those  of  the  pioneers  who  had  settled  along 
the  lake  and  the  rivers  of  this  county.  The 
journeys  to  the  settlements,  the  selling  of  their 
produce  and  the  bringing  home  of  the  supplies 
were  made  successively  by  canoe,  bateau  and 
then  by  small  schooners  or  scows.  These  were 
the  customary  vehicle  of  travel  and  were  built 
in  large  numbers  by  the  dwellers  along  the 
water,  and  ranged  in  size  from  ten  up  to  forty 
or  fifty  tons.  They  were  ordinarily  fashioned 
with  blunt  stems  and  sterns,  carried  a  centre- 
board and  were  generally  rigged  as  schooners, 
although  here  and  there  could  be  found  a 
sloop  rig. 

These  boats  were  good  sailors,  easily 
handled  and  well  fitted  for  the  conditions 
found  in  the  trade  from  Lake  St.  Clair  to  De- 
troit.   The  sailing  of  these  boats  was  a  splen- 
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did  school  of  seamanship,  and  many  are  the 
men  handling  the  largest  lake  vessels  of  to-day 
who  started  their  work  in  the  wood  scow.  As 
the  county  of  Macomb  was  for  the  most  part 
heavily  timbered,  the  clearing  of  the  land  pro- 
duced a  very  large  supply  of  every  sort  of 
timber  product.  Staves,  boards,  planks  and 
lumber  formed  a  large  part  of  the  cargoes  of 
these  boats,  and  in  connection  with  flour, 
wheat,  corn,  furs  and  peltries  gave  rise  to  a 
very  large  trade  to  and  from  Detroit.  In  1834, 
a  report  prepared  by  an  engineer  of  the  United 
States  Government,  states  that  the  exports 
from  the  Clinton  River  were  annually  about 
42,000  tons.  Competition  was  very  keen  be- 
tween the  owners  and  masters  of  rival  schoon- 
ers, and  each  would  make  every  effort  to  make 
a  quicker  trip  than  the  other.  A  road  was 
cleared  through  the  woods  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Clinton  River,  and  the  boats,  when  the 
wind  did  not  favor,  were  towed  up  and  down 
the  river  by  means  of  oxen  and  horses.  Three 
round  trips  a  week  between  Detroit  and  Mt. 
Clemens  represented  the  very  fastest  dispatch, 
while  the  trip  to  Chicago  and  return  some- 
times took  six  weeks. 

The  building  of  boats  began  here  at  a  very 
early  day  and  continued  until  the  diminishing 
supply  of  oak  timber  and  the  use  of  iron  and 
steel  in  ship  construction  brought  about  the 
decrease  of  wooden  ship  construction.  The 
building  of  a  boat  in  the  early  days  represent- 
ed a  very  large  amount  of  hand  labor.  After 
the  tree  was  selected,  it  was  felled  by  axemen 
and  hauled  down  to  the  yard  by  teams  of  oxen 
and  horses.  The  log  was  then  taken,  lifted  on 
supports  and  sawed  lengthwise  by  two  men 
using  a  long  saw,  one  man  standing  on  top  of 
the  log  and  one  beneath.  After  being  sawed, 
it  was  shaped  by  broadaxes  and  further  saw- 
ing and  steaming  to  form  the  rib  and  planks, 
which  were  firmly  bolted  together  by  long 
bolts  and  pins.  The  wages  of  the  ship  carpen- 
ters were  from  five  to  six  dollars  a  day  and 
would  generally  be  taken  in  store  pay.  Mr. 
Antoine  J.  Forton,  one  of  the  older  settlers, 
remembers  that  his  father  took  a  load  of  twen- 
ty cords  of  four-foot  cordwood  to  Detroit  on 
his  scow  and  was  finally  offered  25  cents  a  cord 
for  it,  and  that  in  store  pay. 

Of  the  smaller  sailing  vessels  there  were 
built  a  very  large  number  of  which  history 
has  kept  the  names  of  a  few  as  well  as  the 
names  of  some  builders,  more  than  ordinarily 
successful.  Beginning  on  the  shore  of  Erin 
township,  the  "Sailor  Bov",  "Helen7',  "News 
Boy",  "Julia",  "Columbus",  and  "L'Ami" 
were  built  by  Louis  Frazhor.     "Two  Broth- 


ers", "Two  Sisters",  the  "Jennie",  by  Whit- 
more  Brothers.  Then  follow  the  names  of  the 
"Nettie  Fly",  "Wilcox",  "Jennie",  "Free- 
man", "Rooster",  "Elizabeth",  "Reaper", 
' '  Canadian  ",  "  Blue  Bird ",  "  Sta rl iuht  ■ '  and 
"Honest  Boy." 

In  Harrison  township,  Robert  Thomas  built 
in  1867  "Frances",  for  Oliver  Chapaton; 
1871  "May  Rose";  1873,  "Matilda"  for  Gil- 
bert Lacroix  and  Louis  Charbonneau,  Si\, 
"Monevmaker"  for  M.  and  J.  Peltier  and 
"Wildflower"  for  Joe  Bailor.  In  1869  was 
built  near  Liverpool  the  scow  "Garibaldi", 
named  by  her  owner  Mr.  Rose,  a  patriotic 
Italian,  'in  1866,  the  "Edna",  40  tons  was 
built.  Joseph  Pomaville  built  the  "Snow 
Ball"  and  then  finished  a  second,  which  he 
wished  to  name  the  "Suivez  Moi"  (Follow 
Me),  in  scorn  of  all  other  good  scows,  but  was 
induced  by  the  officials  at  the  custom  house  to 
adopt  the  more  pacific  term  of  "Forester." 

Among  the  boats  built  in  the  Clinton  River 
are  remembered  the  "Marcellus",  built  at  the 
village  of  Marcellus  by  Capt.  John  Hayes; 
"Isaac  Russ",  for  Daniel  Russ;  "Sainte 
Mary",  owned  by  Joseph  Allor,  Sr. ;  "Sun- 
shine", for  Dupre,  of  Detroit;  "Sweeper", 
for  Louis  Charbonneau,  Sr. ;  "Gliding  Star", 
"Eddie",  "Bertie"  and  "Lakeside." 

Along  the  Baltimore  shore  were  built  the 
"St.  Stephen",  by  Stephen  Rose;  "Green- 
back", bv  George  Steiger;  "Sawbut",  "Hun- 
ter", "Betsav",  "Presque  Isle",  "Mike", 
"Porter"  and  Napoleon",  in  1863  the  "J. 
L.  Quinby",  a  schooner  of  82  tons;  1869,  "Lu- 
cinda  Lozen";  in  1870,  the  "Win.  L.  Ax- 
ford"',  31  tons;  and  in  1881  "Daisy",  a  small 
pa  ssen  ge  r  stea  in  boa  t . 

The  "Hattie"  was  a  small  passenger  steam- 
boat built  in  1882  at  Fair  Haven,  where  was 
also  built  the  "J.  S.  Ruby",  128  tons. 

The  first  recorded  building  of  boats  on  the 
Clinton  River  was  in  1820,  when  the  schooner 
"Christian  Clemens"  was  built  for  Oliver 
Newberry,  who  was  a  very  prominent  mer- 
chant and  vessel  owner  of  that  day.  In  1826 
the  schooner  "LaGrange",  101  tons,  was  built, 
which  was  one  of  a  large  fleet  of  schooners 
launched  at  that  time,  of  which  we  have  the 
names  of  "General  Warren",  74  tons;  "For- 
ester", 50  tons;  "Harriet",  60  tons;  "Utica", 
40  tons;  "Lark",  25  tons;  "Independence", 
70  tons;  "Governor  Cass",  60  tons;  "Shia- 
wassee", 80  tons. 

The  "Andrew  Jackson"  was  the  first  steam- 
boat built  in  the  Clinton  River.  She  Avas  a 
sidewheeler  of  49  tons,  built  in  1826  by  Gray 
&  Gallegher  (who  afterward  became  her  cap- 
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tain),  and  ran  in  the  lumber  and  grain  trade 
from  Detroit  to  Lake  Erie  ports  for  several 
years. 

The  "Major  Jack  Downing",  named  for  a 
fictitious  character  noted  in  the  political  his- 
tory of  that  time,  was  built  in  1834,  of  54 
tons  burden,  and  was  a  stern  wheeler,  such  as 
are  now  seen  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  riv- 
ers. In  1828  was  built  the  "Lady  of  the 
Lake",  of  26  tons,  for  Alfred  Ashley,  a  side 
wheel  passenger  steamer.  The  "Macomb" 
and  "Romeo"  were  built  in  1836  and  1837  re- 
spectively. They  were  also  side  wheel  steam- 
boats and  ran  in  the  upper  lake  passenger 
trade. 

The  "Lady  of  the  Lake"  was  rebuilt  here 
in  1838,  under  the  direction  of  Capt.  John  A. 
Sanders,  who  moved  here  in  1848,  and  com- 
menced his  work  as  a  boat  builder,  which  con- 
tinued until  1880,  during  which  time  nearly 
every  large  boat  constructed  here  was  built  by 
him  or  under  his  direction.  Capt.  Sanders 
wras  a  careful,  competent,  thoroughly  reliable 
man,  and  his  reputation  as  a  builder  of 
stanch  and  strong  vessels  was  widespread. 

He  built  the  schooners  "Mariner",  "Eu- 
phemia",  60  tons,  which  wras  sent  to  the  ocean  ; 
"Sea  Bird",  for  T.  W.  Snook,  and  the  "Ely- 
dia."  The  sloop  "Francis"  was  built  for  a 
number  of  young  men,  among  whom  were  An- 
drew S.  Robertson,  Fred  Lewis,  and  Malcolm 
McLeod.  Among  the  scows  that  he  built  were 
the  "Argus",  "Dan  Tucker",  for  James 
Tucker;  "Marv  Jane",  built  at  the  foot  of 
New  street,  for  Capt.  Whipple;  "Pike",  a 
square  topsail  fast  sailing  scow  which  carried 
grain  and  lumber  to  Detroit;  "J.  A.  Sanders", 
for  William  Jenney,  "Uirion",  a  large  gaff 
topsail  scow,  for  Louis  Charbonneau,  Sr.,  and 
Oliver  Chapaton,  and  wrhich  was  finally  sold 
to  Capt.  Beauvais  at  Fair  Haven;  "Lily 
Dale"'  47  tons,  for  Louis  Charbonneau,  Sr., 
and  Edward  J.  Tucker;  the  "Emily",  for 
Louis  Charbonneau,  Sr.,  and  T.  W.  Snook; 
and  the  "Harriet"  for  T.  W.  Snook. 

The  first  two  steamboats  built  by  Capt.  San- 
ders were  constructed  the  same  as  the  sailing 
vessels.  A  keel  was  laid  and  to  this  planks 
laid  flat  together  to  form  the  bottom  were 
bolted  by  iron  bolts  placed  eighteen  inches 
apart,  The  sides  were  bolted  together  in  the 
same  manner  and  fastened  to  the  bottom 
planks  at  a  right  angle,  in  which  a  keelson 
was  placed.  Ribs  were  not  used,  but  the 
strength  depended  upon  the  solidity  with 
which  the  planks  wrere  fastened. 

"Nevada"  was  built  in  1865,  41  tons,  16 
horse   power   engine    (high   pressure),   for   a 


company  composed  of  Charles  Lamb,  Wesley 
Hinman,  Charles  Robinson  and  Captain  San- 
ders. Her  engine  is  now  in  the  sand  scow 
"Wonder".  In  1867  "Arizona"  was  built 
for  T.  W.  Snook,  ran  about  seven  years  when 
her  engine  was  taken  out  and  she  wras  made  a 
tow  barge.  The  "Florence"  was  built  in  1869 
for  Oliver  Chapaton  and  Gilbert  Lacroix.  She 
was  56  tons,  20  horse  power,  well  modeled  and 
built  of  rib  and  keel  construction. 

In  1872  the  "Ida",  57  tons,  40  horse  power, 
wras  built  for  Capt.  Albert  Tucker  as  a  freight 
steamer.  After  ten  years  she  was  remodeled 
into  a  passenger  boat  and  ran  between  Detroit 
and  Mt.  Clemens  for  a  number  of  years.  She 
was  later  cut  down  into  a  freight  boat  and  sold 
to  Charles  Kath,  by  whom  she  was  sold  in 
Sandusky. 

In  1878  the  "T.  W.  Snook",  168  tons,  112 
horse  power,  was  built  for  T.  W.  Snook.  She 
was  sold  shortly  after  and  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Capt.  Harris  Baker,  who  now  uses 
the  boat  as  a  wrecker. 

In  1877  the  "Morning  Star",  56  tons,  50 
horse  power,  was  built  for  Gilbert  Lacroix, 
Louis  Charbonneau,  Sr.,  and  Michell  Peltier. 
She  wras  finally  sold  to  Brown,  of  Sandusky. 
In  1879  the  "Louis  Gilbert"  was  built  for 
Gilbert  Lacroix  and  Louis  Charbonneau,  Sr., 
who  sold  her  to  Lonsby  Brothers,  from  whose 
hands  she  passed  to  Lake  Michigan. 

In  1880  the  steam  barge  "City  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens", 69  tons,  was  built  by  Oliver  Chapaton 
and  Gilbert  Lacroix.  She  is  nowT  owned  in 
AVallaceburg.  In  the  same  year  William  Hall 
and  Rudolph  Kandt  built  the  steam  barge 
"William  Rudolph",  209  tons.  She  ran  in 
the  lumber  trade  and  is  now  in  Lake  Michi- 
gan. In  1882  were  launched  the  steam  barge 
"Handy  Boy"  and  tow  barge  "Nellie",  both 
built  by  William  Hall.  The  "Handy  Boy" 
was  sold  and  the  "Nellie"  rebuilt  into  a  pas- 
senger steamer  about  1887.  She  ran  in  and 
out  the  river  for  some  years. 

In  1880  the  "Virginias"  was  built  by  Wil- 
liam Daley  and  Philip  Shook.  She  was  sold 
soon  after  being  launched  and  her  name 
changed  to  "Ida  M.  Torrent".  The  next  year 
the  same  parties  built  a  second  "Virginius", 
468  tons,  which  w^as  sold  to  Lake  Michigan 
and  wTas  renamed  the  "Thos.  D.  Stimpson". 
She  was  afterwards  again  ow^ned  by  a  syndi- 
cate composed  in  part  of  Thos.  W.  Newton, 
Charles  Lonsby,  Anthony  Czizek,  and  by  them 
sold  again. 

In  1887  the  steam  barge  "Atlantis",  93 
tons,  was  built  by  T.  W.  Snook  and  Son,  and 
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ran  in  the  lumber  and  salt  trade.  She  is  still 
owned  by  this  same  firm. 

There  have  been  only  two  yachts  built  here, 
"Euna",  by  Henry  Russell,  and  "Roberta", 
25  tons,  in*1888,  by  Charles  Plass,  for  E.  R. 
Egnew.  "Roberta"  wras  a  very  handsome,  ex- 
pensive yacht,  which,  after  a  varied  career, 
now  lies  on  the  bottom  of  Lake  Erie. 

The  era  of  the  most  building  and  of  the 
largest  boats  commenced  when  William  Dulac, 
who  had  been  a  vessel  captain  on  the  lakes,  be- 
gan building  boats  for  the  Tonawanda  Barge 
Line,  in  which  he  had  an  interest  and  which 
operated  sawr  mills  at  Manistique,  Michigan. 
A  number  of  boats  were  built  for  them  at  the 
yard  down  the  river,  besides  a  few  for  Mt. 
Clemens  owners. 

The  "Jennett"  was  the  first  boat  built  at 
that  yard.  She  was  312  tons,  a  tow  barge.  In 
1882  was  built  the  "A.  Weston",  steam  barge 
of  511  tons  (net),  for  this  line  and  also  the 
"Elmer",  a  tug  which  was  sent  to  Manistique. 
The  "City  of  Mt.  Clemens",  85  tons,  45  horse 
power,  was  built  in  1884  for  Oliver  Chapaton 
and  Gilbert  Lacroix,  and  run  in  the  lumber 
and  salt  trade.  In  1885  ivas  launched  the  tow 
barge  "Eleanor",  400  tons,  followed  in  1886 
by  the  steam  barge  "Canisteo",  539  tons.  In 
1887  bv  tow  barge  "Aloha",  500  tons;  in  1887 
by  the  "F.  R,  Buell"  a  double  decker  of 
1,199  tons,  and  the  "Annabel!  Wilson",  a  tow 
barge  of  467  tons.  In  1889  were  launched  the 
"A.  Stewart",  533  tons,  named  for  the  master 
builder;  "Benjamin  Harrison",  511  tons,  both 
tow  barges;  the  scow  "Exilda,"  the  "Adele", 
a  small  tug  for  the  Clinton  River,  and  "Lily", 
79  tons,  for  Capt.  John  N.  Tucker,  which  runs 
in  the  Clinton  River,  with  coal  cargoes.  In 
1890  was  launched  the  steamboat  "Byron 
Whitaker",  1,206  tons.  The  same  year  the 
tow  barge  "J.  B.  Lozen",  was  launched  fol- 
lowed the  next  year  by  the  "Norwalk",  881 
tons,  which  was  the  largest  boat  ever  built 
here,  built  for  the  Shoal  Water  Transporta- 
tion Company,  composed  in  part  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens capitalists.  The  engines  and  boilers  of 
this  boat  were  placed  in  position  at  the  ship- 
yard and  heroic  efforts  were  necessary  to  get 
her  to  Lake  St.  Clair.  She  is  still  owned  by 
this  company  and  runs  in  the  ore,  lumber  and 
general  carrying  trade. 

In  1895  the  passenger  steamer  "Mineral 
City"  was  launched  for  Bert  Dulac,  who  has 
since  run  her  in  the  passenger  and  excursion 
trade  in  and  out  the  river. 

The  last  boat  built  at  this  yard  was  con- 
structed for  Thos.  W.  Newton,  Charles  Kath 
and    William    Pingel,    and    wras    named  the 


"Clinton."  She  is  a  steam  barge  of  62  tons, 
is  now  in  possession  of  the  Lonsby  Lumber 
and  Coal  Company,  and  used  in  the  coal  trade 
from  Ohio  ports  to  Mt.  Clemens. 

But  there  were  seasons  when  the  old  settlers 
could  not  make  use  of  the  boats,  because  of  the 
ice,  solid  or  floating.  Then  even  in  the  days 
of  the  canoe  some  sort  of  a  highway  was  neces- 
sary. When  the  ice  was  solid  it  was  usually 
over  the  ice  that  the  pioneer  traveled  on  foot 
or  with  the  pony.  The  Indian  trail  or  sand 
ridges  furnished  the  guides  for  the  earliest 
of  these  ways,  or  else  they  ran  along  the  banks 
of  the  lake  or  river  on  which,  in  summer,  the 
traveler's  boat  glided.  Naturally  the  earliest 
roads  ran  along  the  lake  shore,  then  up  the 
banks  of  the  rivers.  In  1818  Judge  Bunce,  of 
St.  Clair  County,  made  use  of  a  most  unique 
highway.  Heavy  ice  had  come  down  from 
Lake  Huron  and  blocked  up  the  channels  of 
the  St.  Clair  River  so  effectually  that  the  wa- 
ters were  set  back  and  Lake  St.  Clair  and  De- 
troit River  were  literally  drained.  The  waters 
of  the  lake  had  receded  at  least  four  miles 
from  the  shores  in  places.  The  Judge  chose 
one  of  the  sand  ridges,  formed  in  the  bottom 
of  the  lake,  and  drove  along  that  so  far  out 
that  when  about  a  mile  from  Milk  River  Point 
he  was  where  water  was  usually  many  feet 
deep  and  fully  four  miles  from  the  ordinary 
shore.  Similar  blockades  have  produced  like 
effects  at  various  times  since,  but  never,  it  is 
believed,  to  quite  the  same  extent. 

The  earliest  internal  road  constructed  in 
the  county  and,  indeed,  in  the  state,  was  the 
old  Merdian  or  Moravian  Road  from  the  Mo- 
ravian Settlement  at  Frederick  to  Connor's 
Creek,  at  Tremble's  Mill,  spoken  of  else- 
where. The  Lake  Shore  and  River  Roads 
were  established  merely  by  users  and  changed 
from  time  to  time  as  the  waters  ate  in  on  the 
banks  or  receded  from  the  marshes,  and  it  was 
not  until  after  the  English  had  abandoned 
the  country  to  the  Americans  that  anything 
like  systematic  efforts  were  made  to  establish 
legal  highways.  With  the  founding  of  inte- 
rior settlements  at  Utica,  Romeo,  etc.,  came 
the  call  for  ways  to  reach  them.  With  the 
tide  of  New  En  glanders  and  York-Staters 
that  began  in  the  '20 's,  who  brought  with 
them  the  ideas  current  in  their  former  homes 
of  home-rule  and  local  self-government,  came 
a  demand  for  increased  and  better  ways  of 
reaching  their  new  homes  than  they  had  been 
compelled  to  use  in  coming  in.  Territorial 
and  state  roads  were  called  for  and  laid  out, 
and  yet  it  is  probable  that  outside  of  the  set- 
tlements   themselves    there    were  few  roads. 
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worthy  of  the  name,  except  rambling  trails 
connecting'  the  settlements  before  the  making 
of  the  Military  Road  from  Fort  Gratiot  to 
Fort  Wayne,  undertaken  by  the  National 
Government  as  a  military  measure  in  1827. 
The  start  of  this  idea  has  been  credited  to 
Father  Gabriel  Richard,  the  Priest-Congress- 
man of  Detroit.  The  contracts  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  road,  usually  taken  in  sec- 
tions of  quarter  or  half  miles  by  the  more  en- 
terprising of  the  settlers,  called  for  a  roadbed 
thirty-three  feet  wide,  raised  by  turnpiking 
up  so  as  to  be  in  the  center  two-and-a-half  or 
three  above  the  roadside  ditches,  with  suitable 
drains,  culverts,  bridges  and  causeways;  for 
a  space  of  twenty  feet  on  each  side  of  this 
roadway,  all  trees  and  underwood  were  to  be 
"felled  in  such  a  manner,  that  no  stump  shall 
be  left  more  than  a  distance  of  two-thirds  of 
its  diameter,  above  the  general  surface  of  the 
ground;  and  this  space  is  to  be  cleared  of 
timber,  brush  and  grubs  of  ewery  descrip- 
tion." On  a  space  of  thirteen  and  a  half 
feet  adjoining  the  space  last  described,  on 
each  side  of  said  road,  the  timber  was  also 
to  be  felled,  "but  the  same  may  be  done  in 
the  most  convenient  manner."  It  is  probable 
that  in  many  cases  the  last  mentioned  strip 
of  thirteen  feet  and  a  half  was  never  regarded 
by  any  one  as  part  of  the  highway,  but 
merely  cleared  for  the  benefit  of  the  road,  a 
process  that,  although  involving  destruction 
of  timber,  was  not  in  those  days  liable  to 
arouse  any  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  ad- 
joining land-owner.  The  road  having  been 
built  by  the  federal  government,  its  care  and 
control  was  taken  over  by  the  state  in  1831. 

In  this  latter  year  a  highway  from  M't. 
Clemens  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie  by  way  of  Ro- 
meo, Lapeer  and  Saginaw  was  authorized  by 
the  legislature  and  Daniel  LeRoy,  Nathaniel 
Squires,  and  Horace  II.  Cady  were  appointed 
Commissioners  to  lay  out  the  same.  During 
the  same  year  Roswell  R.  Green,  Horace  Foot 
and  Thomas  Palmer  were  appointed  Com- 
missioners to  lay  out  a  road  from  Romeo  to 
St.  Clair.  In  1837,  William  Lewis  of  Mt. 
Clemens,  Ileman  Nye,  and  Aaron  B.  Rawles 
of  Romeo  were  authorized  to  establish  a  road 
from  Mt.  Clemens  through  the  center  of  Ray 
to  Romeo,  and  in  the  following  year  a  similar 
road  from  Mt.  Clemens  to  Flower's  Store  in 
Armada  by  way  of  the  Crawford  and  Chubb 
settlements  was  planned  and  Wm.  Canfield, 
Stewart  Taylor,  and  Azariah  Prentiss  made 
Commissioners.  Similar  steps  were  taken  in 
1828  for  a  road  along  the  entire  length  of  the 
county   line   between   Macomb    and   Oakland 


Counties;  from  Detroit,  "running  by  the  Old 
French  Church  (so-called),  above  the  City  of 
Detroit,  *  #  *  to  a  point  between  Na- 
thaniel Squires  and  Enoch  Huntley's  on  the 
River  Clinton;"  in  1833  for  a  road  from  Mt. 
Clemens  to  Shelby  along  the  river;  in  1834  for 
one  from  Mt.  Clemens  to  Chamberlin's  Mills 
in  Lapeer  Co.  and  one  from  Leech's  Mills  in 
Macomb  Co.  to  Detroit. 

Not  all  of  these  roads  so  authorized  were 
actually  opened  and  by  1840  the  machinery 
of  road  districts  and  for  the  laying  out  of 
highways  by  township  authorities  had  become 
so  far  perfected  that  little  more  legislation  to 
that  end  was  needed ;  this  work  and  the  mak- 
ing of  a  record  of  the  laying  out  of  highways 
fell,  to  the  township  authorities. 

The   40 's   and    50 's    constitute   the    era   of 
plank  roads.     The  Gratiot  was  turned  over 
from  Detroit  to  Mt.  Clemens  to  a  corporation 
who  planked  it  and  collected  toll,   and  only 
today  is  the  last  vestige  of  that  regime  disap- 
pearing.    Another  plank  road  from  Mt.  Clem- 
ens ran  to  Romeo  and  for  years  furnished  the 
chief  thoroughfare  between  the  two  chief  vil- 
lages   of    the    County.      Another    ran    from 
Utica    down    to    meet    the    Gratiot    at    Utica 
Junction,  seven  miles  below  Mt.  Clemens;  an- 
other ran  from  Detroit  up  into  Warren,  while 
the  Romeo  and  Ashley  Plank  Road  brought 
business  and  prosperity  to  that  lake  port.     It 
is  almost  impossible  for  the  young  of  today 
to  appreciate  the  extent  of  the  benefit  to  the 
county  that  these  plank  roads  with  their  im- 
proved roadways  furnished  to  the  shippers  of 
produce.       In     their    best    days     they    were 
thronged  with   a    continuous   line   of  wagons 
laden  with  out-going  products  and  in-coming 
wares.     Along  their   lines   sprung  up   hotels 
and   taverns   that   were   the   source   of   much 
comfort   to   the   traveler,    and   the   scenes   of 
many,     many     mirth-provoking    capers,     the 
homes  of  jolity  and  fun,  as  well  as  the  cen- 
ters of  distribution  of  the  news  of  the  day. 
There  gathered  nightly,  not  only  the  regular 
teamsters  who  year  in  and  year  out  carried  to 
and  fro  the  crops  of  the  farms  and  the  mer- 
chandise for  which  it  was  exchanged,  but  also 
here,  too,  could  be  found  with  equal  regularity 
all  the  neighborhood  farmers,  there  to  learn 
what  was  going  on  outside,  and  the  boys  and 
girls,  to  gaily  trip  the  light  fantastic  toe.   The 
halls    of    these    taverns    were    frequently    in 
rivalry  made  very  large,  and  the  gallants  of 
those  days  were  as  familiar  with  the  number 
of  sets  that  could  form  on  the  floors  of  the 
halls  at  Brooklyn,  Utica,  Lutes',  Beebe's  Cor- 
ners.  Burk's  Corners  or  Selleck's  as   is  the 
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modern  boy  with  the  day's  base-ball  score. 
These  gathering  places  along  the  lines  of 
plank  roads  and  stage  line  played  as  im- 
portant a  part  in  the  social  life  of  the  county 
as  did  the  roads  in  its  industrial  life,  and 
that  can  only  be  compared  with  the  same 
feature  of  our  modern  steam  and  electric 
lines. 

Time  marches  on  and  what  was  almost 
luxurious  ease  in  one  day  is  rough  hardship 
of  another.  The  coming  of  the  steam  roads 
sounded  the  death  knell  of  the  plank  road, 
now  generally  graveled  turnpikes,  what  lit- 
tle passenger  traffic  the  stream  road  left  for 
the  stage  coach  the  suburban  electric  line  has 
taken  away,  and  now  rural  free  delivery  takes 
away  the  last  shadow  of  an  excuse  for  a  stage 
line.  Of  these  unromantic  modern  improve- 
ments, with  which  we  are  all  so  familiar,  little 
need  be  said  except  to  give  the  prosaic  in- 
formation of  their  coming. 

The  Detroit  branch  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  of  Canada  was  built  under  the  name 
of  the"  Detroit  and  Canada  Grand  Trunk 
Junction  Railroad  in  1859  through  the  town- 
ships of  Erin,  Clinton,  Chesterfield,  Lenox 
and  the  southeast  corners  of  the  townships  of 
Warren,  Macomb  and  Richmond.  Ten  years 
later  the  Michigan  Air  Line  Railroad  was 
built  from  Lenox  (then  Ridge  way)  across  the 
northern  tier  of  townships  to  Romeo  and  in 
1879  extends  westerly  and  southerly  across 
Washington  and  the  northwest  corner  of 
Shelby  to  Pontiac. 

About  the  same  time  the  Detroit  and  Bay 
City  Railway,  now  a  part  of  the  Michigan 
Central  system,  was  built  almost  exactly  along 
the  line,  and  in  many  places  using  the  old 
roadbed  of  the  Detroit  and  Shelby  Railroad, 
the  pride  of  Gurdon  C.  Leech,  the  old  horse, 
straprail  failure  of  the  late  thirties. 

The  pioneer  of  the  electric  lines  is  the  Rapid 
Railroad  between  Mt.  Clemens  and  Detroit 
along  the  Gratiot  Turnpike,  which  began  op- 
eration in  July,  1895,  and  has  been  a  pro- 
nounced business  success  since  that  time.  The 
local  Mt.  Clemens  line  was  started  in  1890  as 
a  horse-car  line;  was  combined  with  the  Mt. 
Clemens  and  Lakeside  Traction  Co.  and  be- 
came in  connection  with  its  line  to  Lakeside 
in  Harrison  an  electric  line  in  1897.  The  line 
soon  after  became  a  part  of  the  Detroit,  Mt. 
Clemens  Lake  Shore  line,  which  runs  from 
Detroit  via  Grosse  Pointe  up  the  lake  shore  to 
Lakeside  and  thence  into  Mt.  Clemens.  The 
following  year  under  the  receivership  of 
Judge  Tucker  the  Detroit  and  River  St.  Clair 
Railway  was  completed  from  Chesterfield  Sta- 


tion on  the  Grand  Trunk  through  the  town  of 
Chesterfield  and  the  Village  of  New  Balti- 
more on  to  Algonac  and  Marine  City.  This 
becoming  on  its  completion  the  property  of  the 
corporation  owning  the  Rapid,  the  two  were 
connected  by  a  line  along  the  Gratiot  from 
Mt.  Clemens  to  Chesterfield  and  extended  to 
Port  Huron,  and  thus  constituted  at  that  time 
the  longest  electric  line  in  the  country,  which 
also  soon  absorbed  the  Lake  Shore  line.  In 
1899  the  completion  of  the  Detroit,  Rochester, 
Romeo  and  Lake  Orion  Electric  line  gave  to 
the  two  northwestern  towns  of  the  county  fre- 
quent access  to  Detroit  and  outside  points. 
The  Detroit  and  Utica  Road  was  in  1901  com- 
pleted as  far  as  Centerline,  beyond  which  it 
has  not  as  yet  been  pushed.  These  lines  with 
their  hourly  or  half-hourly  service  have  done 
much  to  bring  to  the  farmer  many  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  village,  and  judging  from 
their  constant  and  frequent  use  fill  the  pro- 
verbial "long  felt  want." 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

COURTS  AND  BAR  OP  MACOMB  COUNTY. 

Under  the  territorial  laws  in  force  at  the 
time  the  county  was  organized,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  in  each  county  a  County  Court 
should  be  held  by  one  chief  and  two  Asso- 
ciate Justices,  either  of  whom  should  form 
a  quorum.  Accordingly,  upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county,  Christian  Clemens  Avas 
appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  County  Court 
with  Daniel  LeRoy  and  William  Thompson, 
Associates. 

We  quote  from  an  article  prepared  by  the 
late  Judge  Eldredge  on  the  early  County  and 
Circuit  Court  records  prepared  to  be  read  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  the  Bar  Association : 

"From  the  records  entitled  'Records  of 
the  County  Court  of  the  County  of  Macomb, 
Attest,  John  Stockton,  Clerk,'  we  glean  the 
following : 

At  a  session  of  the  Court  for  the  County 
of  Macomb  held  at  the  house  of  Christian 
Clemens,  Esquire,  in  the  town  of  Mt.  Clemens 
on  Monday,  the  13th  day  of  July,  1818 ;  pres- 
ent, Christian  Clemens,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice 
Daniel  LeRoy  and  William  Thompson,  Asso- 
ciate Justices. 

After  the  grand  jury  were  called  and 
sworn,  Court  adjourned  until  three  o'clock, 
p.  m.  Upon  again  convening,  Ezra  Prescott 
was  admitted  to  practice  as  an  attorney  and 
counsellor  of  the  Court  upon  motion,  and  pro- 
duction of  his  license,  showing  his  admission 
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as  an  attorney  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  The  seal  of 
the  Clerk  was  adopted  as  the  seal  of  the 
Court  which  then  adjourned  until  the  next 
day.  Upon  convening;  upon  the  14th,  the 
grand  jury  having:  been  called,  and  making 
no  presentments  they  were  discharged  and 
the  Court  adjourned  without  day.  The  next 
term  was  held  at  the  same  place  by  the  same 
Justices  February  1st,  1819;  a  grand  jury 
sworn  and  duly  charged,  who,  however, 
found  no  indictment.  After  dismissing  sev- 
eral appeals  and  disposing  of  some  minor 
motions,  the  court  again  adjourned  without 
the  trial  of  a  cause, 

July  12th,  1819,  the  judical  machinery 
had,  however,  gotten  into  working  order, 
for  we  find  that  two  cases  were  tried  by 
jury.  The  first  was  that  of  Tromble  vs.  Du- 
pree,  where  the  jury  composed  of  Nathan 
Coggswell,  James  Thorington,  William 
Smith,  II.  R.  Underhill,  Ezekiel  Allen,  Levi 
Blancet,  James  A.  Clark,  Robert  Stockton, 
John  Tucker,  Benjamin  Tromble,  John  B. 
Verniea,  Jr.,  and  Louis  Chapaton  rendered 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  of  $36.50.  The 
second  trial  was  that  of  Westbrook  vs.  Aus- 
tin, where  the  plaintiff  secured  a  verdict  of 
$100.00. 

At  the  next  term,   which   commenced  on 
the  6th  day  of  February,  1820,  business  was 
still    more   lively.      The    grand    jury    found 
eleven     indictments     for     various     offenses, 
among  them  being  two  against  Henry  Cot- 
trell  for   an  offense,  that   I   am   confident  is 
very   common    in   these    days,    and   when   I 
name  it,  you  and  I,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  well 
as   many   others,   will   have   reason   to    con- 
gratulate ourselves  that  the  law,  statute  or 
common  that  provided  for  such  indictment, 
has   gone   into    disuse.      Otherwise    our   jail 
would  be  filled  and  our   courts  busy.     Ac- 
cording to  the  journal   entry,   Mr.   Cottrell 
was  indicted  for  "contempt  of  Law."     Con- 
tempt of  law!     What  litigant,  when  upon 
some   technicality,   justice   has   been   denied 
him,  has  not  been  grossly  guilty  of  this  of- 
fense?    What  lawyer,  when  listening  to  the 
charge   of  the   Court  or  the  verdict   of  the 
jury  that  sends  him  out  of  Court  beaten  and 
chagrined  has   not   been   guilty   of  this   of- 
fense?    We  search  the  records  carefully  to 
find   what   became   of   the   prisoner,   Henry 
Cottrell,    who,    by   his   plea    of   not    guilty, 
meekly  and  persistently  insisted  that  he  har- 
bored no  contempt  for  law,  and  find  that  on 
the  next  July  term,  this  record  was  made : 
"On  motion  of  the  prisoner's  counsel,  it  is 
ordered  that  the  prisoner  and  his  surety  be 


discharged  from  their  recognizance."  We 
may  well  wonder  Avhat  the  great  Chief  Jus- 
tice would  have  done  to  this  poor  culprit 
had  he  dared  to  admit  that  he  was  guilty 
of  contempt  of  law.  What  penalty  do  we 
suppose  would  have  in  his  opinion  measured 
the  enormity  of  one's  turning  up  his  nose 
or  snapping  his  fingers  at  the  threat,  "I  will 
have  the  law  on  you. ' ' 

At  the  same  term,  it  appears  from  the 
record  that  the  Chief  Justice  went  down 
from  his  high  place  on  the  bench  and  meekly 
made  application  to  the  Court  for  license  to 
keep  a  tavern,  and  the  Associate  Justices, 
constituting  the  Court,  cause  it  to  be  entered 
of  record  that  they,  upon  due  examination 
and  inquiry,  were  satisfied  of  the  good  moral 
character  of  the  Chief  Justice,  and  that  he 
was  able  to  keep  a  hotel,  and  order  him  to 
give  bonds  and  be  licensed.  Accordingly 
the  bond  was  made  conditioned  that  the  said 
Christian  Clemens  "shall  maintain  good  or- 
der and  rule  and  shall  suffer  no  disorder  nor 
unlawful  games  to  be  used  in  his  said  house, 
and  shall  not  break  any  of  the  laws  for  the 
regulation  of  the  tavern."  And  thereupon 
came  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  the  late 
Zepheniah  W.  Bunce,  and  signed  the  bond 
for  the  Chief  Justice. 

At  the  next  term  held  in  July,  1820,  Spen- 
cer Coleman,  having  produced  the  certificate 
of  Chancellor  Kent  of  his  admission  to  prac- 
tice in  New  York,  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  this  state.  i\t  this  same  term,  Daniel  Le- 
Koy,  Samuel  T.  Davenport,  Jr.,  Benjamin  F. 
ll/Witherell  and  Thomas  Ashley  were  also 
by  order  admitted  as  attorney  and  counsel- 
lors of  the  court.  At  the  February,  1821, 
term  of  the  court,  George  Alexander 
O'Keefe  was  sworn  in  as  the  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  the  county,  and  his  oath  en- 
tered upon  the  journal.  In  February  of  the 
next  year,  Samuel  P.  Beach  and  Charles  No- 
bles were  admitted  to  practice.  At  that 
term,  also,  Silas  Halsey  was  arraigned  and 
pled  not  guilty  to  an  indictment,  as  the 
record  reads,  "for  selling  a  lesser  quantity 
than  one  quart  of  whiskey,"  but  the  jury 
upon  the  trial  evidently  found  the  measure 
to   be    a    full   quart,    and   the   prisoner   not 

guilty. 

The  term  of  the  court  commencing  on  the 
8th  day  of  July,  1822,  appears  to  have  been 
held  at  the  court  house,  being  the  first  ses- 
sion held  therein,  William  A.  Fletcher  was 
then  admitted  to  practice.  The  next  term, 
however,  appears  to  have  been  held  at  the 
house  of  Ezekial  Allen  on  the  3d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1822.     It  may  be  that  the  court  house 
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was  then  not  so  completed  as  to  admit  of 
holding  any  but  summer  courts  therein.  At 
this  term,  George  MeDougall,  Esq.,  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice.  Here,  too,  we  find  the 
record  of  the  first  courageous  suggestion 
that  the  court  was  fallible  in  the  entry  made 
in  the  case  of  Norris  vs.  Baldwin.  "Cole- 
man for  the  defendant  presented  a  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  cum  causa  for  the  removal 
of  this  case  to  the  Supreme  Court."  The 
Supreme  Court  reports  contain  no  mention 
of  this  case  in  that  court,  and  there  is  reason 
to  suspect  that  Counsellor  Coleman  was 
playing  a  game  on  his  Honor,  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice. At  the  following  February  term,  the 
grand  jury  brought  in  an  indictment  against 
the  Chief  Justice  himself  for  assault,  but 
the  petit  jury  took  a  different  view  of  the 
matter  and  acquitted  him.  The  Clerk  and 
Chief  Justice  were  involved  in  litigation 
with  each  other  in  this  court,  but  the  cause 
was  amicably  continued,  and  the  usual  busi- 
ness of  granting  licenses  to  keep  a  tavern 
seems  to  have  proceeded  serenely.  At  the 
February  term  in  1825,  Henry  Chipman  was 
admitted  to  practice,  and  Alexander  D. 
Fraser  admitted  to  citizenship.  From  the 
records  of  the  July  term,  1828,  Robert  P. 
Eldredge  appears  to  have  become  clerk  and 
to  have  recorded  the  admission  as  an  attor- 
ney of  0.  D.  Richardson.  At  the  February 
term  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Eldredge 's  name 
appeared  as  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  in  the 
case  of  Charles  Tucker  vs.  Tabor  Wilcox, 
he  having  been  admitted  to  practice  at  De- 
troit. In  July,  1827,  Elias  B.  Sherman  was 
admitted  as  an  attorney  and  appointed 
Prosecuting  Attorney  pro  tern. 

At  the  February  term,  1830,  Robert  P. 
Eldredge,  who,  at  a  former  term,  had  been 
indicted  for  the  family  characteristic  of  too 
much  temper,  and  who  had  at  various  times 
interposed  various  defenses  by  motion  to 
dismiss  for  want  of  prosecution,  now  as  the 
records  show  presented  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  and  a  writ  of  "crateratia"  from  the 
Circuit  Court,  which  douhled-barreled  evi- 
dently silenced  the  enemy  or  befogged  the 
Court,  for  the  writ  was  ordered  to  be  al- 
lowed, and  we  find  no  further  proceedings 
in  the  matter.  This  record  of  the  county 
court  continues  beyond  this  but  a  day  or  two 
and  closes  with  the  entry  "and  thereupon 
the  Court  adjourned  until  tomorrow  morn- 
ing at  nine  o'clock."  If  we  judge  from  the 
want  of  further  record  tomorrow  never 
came. 

The  Circuit  Court  for  the  county  of  Ma- 
comb has  had  its  existence  from  1827,   and 


according  to  its  records,  it  administered  jus- 
tice with  more  formality  and  spent  less  time 
in  granting  licenses  than  did  the  county  court. 
George  Morell  was  its  first  presiding  Judge, 
and  so  strong  a  hold  had  he  upon  the  respect 
and  affection  of  those  attending  his  court  that 
touching  resolutions  of  regret  expressing  their 
confidence  in  his  ability,  fidelity  and  impar- 
tiality, were  adopted  both  by  members  of  the 
bar  and  by  the  grand  jury  upon  the  occasion 
of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Court  at  which  he 
presided  in  1843. 

While  it  seems  from  the  record  that  many 
of  the  earlier  attorneys  of  the  county  were 
not  admitted  in  this  Court  to  the  practice  at 
law,  many  from  other  places,  whose  names 
have  become  distinguished,  first  entered  the 
profession  in  the  courts  of  this  county.  Henry 
D.  Terry,  Richard  Butler,  llarlehigh  Carter, 
and  Robert  P.  Eldredge  were  admitted  else- 
where, but  Franklin  Sanger,  Jr.,  and  Jacob  M. 
Howard  were  admitted  here  in  Julv,  1833; 
DeWitt  C.  Walker,  James  F.  Joy,  Royal  P. 
C rouse,  Solomon  Lathrop  and  Prescott  B. 
Thurston,  were  admitted  as  attorneys  in 
April,  1837,  and  E.  P.  Harris  in  October  of 
the  same  year.  In  October  of  1839,  there 
were  examined  and  admitted  John  J.  Leonard, 
Abner  0.  Smith,  Peter  S.  Palmer,  and  John 
A.  Hill  is,  and  in  April,  1840,  James  L. 
Conger  and  Charles  B.  IT.  Fessenden.  On 
April  5,  1843,  Giles  Hubbard  dropped  his 
cooper's  tools  and  by  order  of  the  Court 
stepped  into  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
which  he  for  over  30  years  honored  by  his 
industry,  skill  and  ability.  The  silver  tongued 
Sylvester  Lamed  was  here  admitted  on  April 
4,  1845,  and  the  equally  able  and  eloquent 
Andrew  S.  Robertson  in  October  of  1846. 

In  this  list  of  attorneys  admitted  here,  we 
find  the  names  of  men  who  have  won  fame  and 
wealth  as  lawyers,  statesmen  and  business 
men.  Many  of  them,  after  being  with  us  for 
a  time,  went  elsewhere  and  pursued  life's 
labors.  Others  remained  and  labored  and 
died  among  us.  Most  of  them  have  passed 
away,  and  a  new  set  of  attorneys  coming  after 
1846,  now  occupy  the  field,  but  they  had  none 
of  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  The  early 
lawyer  had  to  contend  not  only  with  the  want 
of  law  books,  but  with  new  laws  as  well  as 
with  the  other  incidents  of  a  new  country.  I 
have  heard  it  related  that  it  was  not  unusual 
for  attorneys  having  cases  before  Justices  to 
go  to  Detroit  on  horseback,  borrow  of  some 
richer  lawyer  than  them  their  single  pat 
authority  and  return  immediately  after  using 
it  in  Court.  Pioneer  life  in  the  profession  was 
almost  as  full  of  demands  upon  the  courage, 
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hardihood  and  endurance  of  men,  as  full  of 
trials  and  tests  of  manhood  as  were  any  of 
the  other  industries. 

Although  as  Judge  Eldredge  says,  later 
records  of  the  county  court  are  not  available, 
such  court  must  have  been  continued  until  a 
much  later  day,  as  we  can  find  record  of  the 
election  of  the  Judges  and  Associate  Judges 
of  that  court  as  late  as  1850.  Among  those 
who  were  selected  for  those  positions  after 
the  first  three  appointees  were  James  Connor, 
Elisha  Harrington,  Ellis  Doty,  Calvin  Davis, 
Daniel  Thurston,  Samuel  S.  Axford,  Horace 
Steevens,  Alexander  Tackles,  Jacob  Summers, 
John  J.  Leonard,  Charles  Marble,  Jr.,  A.  C. 
Smith,  Samuel  P.  Canfield,  II iron  Hathaway, 
and  Azariah  Prentiss. 

Macomb  county  has  always  been  associated 
with  St.  Clair  county  in  the  Circuit,  other 
counties  being  included  in  the  earlier  days. 
Judge  Sanford  M.  Green,  who  was  appointed 
Circuit  Judge  of  the  District  including  Ma- 
comb county  in  1848  was  long  remembered 
and  revered  by  those  who  practiced  before 
him,  and  with  his  name  have  been  associated 
those  of  Judge  Dewey,  W.  T.  Mitchell,  E.  W. 
Harris  and  Herman  W.  Stevens,  who  have 
presided  in  this  Circuit.  With  the  election  of 
Judge  Arthur  L.  Canfield  in  the  spring  of 
1887,  Macomb  county  secured  its  first  resident 
Circuit  Judge.  In  April,  1901,  the  county  of 
Macomb  was  constituted  a  separate  judicial 
circuit  and  has  so  remained  ever  since.  James 
B.  Eldredge  was  elected  to  fill  the  position  of 
Judge  of  that  Court  in  the  spring  of  1893; 
James  G.  Tucker  in  the  spring  of  1899,  and 
Byron  R.  Erskine  in  the  spring  of  1905. 

The  writer  assumes  that  the  information 
concerning  the  members  of  the  present  bar 
of  Macomb  county  will  be  found  in  the  bio- 
graphical section  of  this  work  and  as  well 
that  the  biographies  of  those  who  have  so 
recently  left  us,  as  have  Thomas  M.  Crocker, 
James'B.  Eldredge  and  Edgar  Weeks,  will 
also  there  be  found.  Of  the  earlier  members 
of  the  bar,  Abner  C.  Smith  came  from  Ver- 
mont, and  was  the  village  printer  as  well  as 
lawyer.  He  was  a  tall  intellectual  looking 
man,  who  always  wore  gold  bowed  glasses  and 
always  had  with  him  the  full  dignity  of  his 
two  professions,  law  and  journalism.  For 
some  time  he  was  the  proprietor  of  the  Ma- 
comb Gazette,  the  Democratic  paper  which 
ran  from  about  1850  to  1856.  Its  office  was 
situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  Court  house 
square  about  where  now  stands  the  Medea 
Hotel  Cafe.     Mr.   Smith  built  and  for  some 


time  lived  in  the  small  brick  house  on  the 
south  side  of  Robertson  street  at  its  then 
westerly  terminus  on  the  site  of  the  present 
residence  of  William  T.  Moxon  (No.  211). 
Mr.  Smith  in  the  late  50  's  moved  to  Minne- 
sota, where  he  continued  the  practice  of  law 
until  his  death  some  time  in  the  70  's. 

John  J.  Leonard  was  at  one  time  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  of  the  county,  came  to  this 
county  in  the  30 's  and  removed  to  Detroit  in 
about*  1865.  As  has  already  been  stated,  he 
was  at  one  time  county  judge.  He  continued 
the  practice  of  law  in  Detroit  for  many  years 
after  his  removal  from  this  county.  He  was 
the  father  of  Theodore  O.  Leonard  of  Detroit 
and  Mrs.  Harriett  Briggs,  who  lived  on  the 
Gratiot  Turnpike. 

Henry  D.  Terry  was  born  in  1817  and  came 
to  Macomb  county  and  married  Louise  Clem- 
ens, the  youngest  daughter  of  the  founder  of 
the  village,  in  February,  1845.  He  was  a  man 
of  striking  personal  appearance,  commanding 
figure,  a  brilliant  thinker  and  fluent  speaker. 
He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  AVar  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  was  appointed  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, and  thereafter  maintained  his  residence 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  died  in  1869. 

Ilarlehigh  Carter  came  to  Utica  in  the  30 's 
and  removed  from  there  to  Alt.  Clemens  upon 
his  election  to  Rroseeuting  Attorney  in  1842. 
He  was  a  man  over  six  feet  tall,  well  propor- 
tioned and  a  most  vigorous  speaker.  Not 
long  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  he  was 
appointed  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Arizona  and  removed  from  the 
county.  None  of  his  family  are  now  residents 
of  the  county  so  far  as  known  to  the  waiter. 

One  of  the  most  able  and  brilliant  members 
of  the  earlier  bar  of  Macomb  county  was  An- 
drew S.  Robertson,  who  was  prosecuting  at- 
torney of  the  county  from  1846  to  1850,  and 
member  of  the  State  Senate  from  this  county 
in  1863.  He  married  for  his  second  wife 
Matilda  Allen,  daughter  of  Capt.  James  C. 
Allen,  and  thus  granddaughter  of  Mrs. 
Christian  Clemens,  who  is  now  living  at  Sagi- 
naw. His  first  wife  wTas  Julia  Stockton, 
daughter  of  Col.  and  Mary  Stockton.  His 
children  were  Andrew  S.  Robertson,  who  died 
comparatively  young  and  unmarried,  and 
Mrs.  Julia  Newton,  now  of  Saginaw.  Mr. 
Robertson  died  suddenly  March  25,  1863.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  associated  in  his 
profession  with  Austin  C.  Hewitt,  a  versatile 
and  brilliant  genius,  who  from  about  1847  to 
some  time  in  the  60  's  followed  the  profe? 
of  dentistry,  medicine  and  jurisprudent 
Mt.  Clemens.     He  later  removed  to  CI 
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and  continued  the  practice  of  dentistry  for 
many  years. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  bar  who  prac- 
ticed longer  than  any  other,  was  Richard  But- 
ler, appointed  October  8,  1839.  He  was  born 
in  Grosse  Isle  in  Detroit  River,  April  1,  1797. 
He  was  denied  educational  advantages  during 
his  youth  and  won  his  education  after  he  be- 
came of  age,  solely  by  his  own  persistent  ef- 
forts. In  September  of  1821  he  came  to  De- 
troit and  continued  his  studies,  teaching 
school  in  the  meantime.  He  also  taught  in  a 
school  at  Mt.  Clemens  and  at  other  points  in 
the  county.  He  came  to  Mt.  Clemens  in  1828 
and  in  1829  was  appointed  County  Clerk,  to 
which  position  he  was  again  elected  in  1830. 
For  four  years  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  at  one  time  was  Register  of  the  United 
States  Land  Office  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  In 
the  years  1857  and  1858,  he  was  Prosecuting 
Attorney  of  the  county  and  in  1838  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  from  Macomb.  In  August 
of  1827  he  married  Miss  Abigail  Hayes, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Hayes,  who  located  at 
Marcellus  in  1819.  The  only  child  who  lived 
to  maturity  was  Milton  II.  Butler,  long  time 
business  man  and  capitalist  of  Mt.  Clemens 
and  Detroit.  Richard  Butler  died  at  Mt. 
Clemens,  June  28,  1891. 

Giles  Hubbard  mentioned  above  was  the 
son  of  Quartus  Hubbard  of  Marbletown,  N. 
Y.  He  read  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Thurs- 
ton with  whom  he  entered  into  a  partnership 
for  a  year.  Later  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Robert  P.  Eldredge,  which  continued 
for  about  fifteen  years.  He  was  appointed 
postmaster  under  "William  Henry  Harrison  in 
1840,  was  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  county 
for  the  years  1859-60,  and  again  in  1865-6. 
He  was  a  man  of  pronounced  ability  and  un- 
tiring energy,  and  won  for  himself  a  high 
position  in  his  profession  and  a  very  substan- 
tial fortune  which  was  largely  invested  in  real 
estate  in  and  about  Mt.  Clemens  and  in  the 
city  of  Chicago.  He  was  married  September 
23,  1842,  to  Euphemia,  daughter  of  Homer 
and  Mary  Atwood  Bingham.  He  died  sud- 
denly at  his  home  on  North  avenue  in  Mt. 
Clemens,  November  6,  1876.  His  only  child 
living  in  the  county  at  present  is  Mrs.  Julia 
(Edward  F.)  Dillon. 

Another  prominent  practitioner  at  the  bar 
of  Macomb  County  was  Aaron  B.  Maynard, 
who  was  born  in  Peru,  "Windham  county,  Ver- 
^  ^nt,  October  22,  1816 ;  married  October  12, 
^3,  to  Julia  Edmunds,  sister  of  Senator  Ed- 
ads  of  Vermont.     In  1855  he  came  to  De- 
and    established    himself    in    practice 


there,  where  he  maintained  an  office  for  many 
years.  He  was  U.  S.  District  Attorney  under 
the  Grant  administration  and  was  recognized 
as  resourceful,  brilliant  and  able  defender  of 
the  rights  of  his  clients.  He  and  his  family 
resided  in  Romeo  from  1855  until  the  time 
of  his  death  July  24,  1891.  Two  of  his 
daughters  were  Mrs.  E.  W.  Meddaugh  and 
Mrs.  John  W.  Dyar. 

Irving  D.  Hanscom  was  born  in  Shelby, 
this  county,  June  30,  1840,  his  parents  having 
come  into  the  county  1820.  Mr.  Hanscom  ob- 
tained his  education  at  the  Disco  Academy 
and  Dickenson  Institute  at  Romeo,  Dr.  Sei- 
dell's school  at  Detroit  and  Antioch  College 
in  Ohio.  After  some  experiences  in  the  west 
and  three  years  service  in  the  army  during 
the  war,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  E.  F. 
Mead  at  Romeo  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  April,  1866,  by  examination  before  Judge 
Sanford  M.  Green.  He  was  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner  of  the  county  for  two  succes- 
sive terms  and  candidate  of  his  party  for  the 
office  of  prosecuting  attorney  on  various  oc- 
casions, having  been  elected  to  that  office  in 
1880.  In  1882  he  removed  from  Romeo  to 
Marquette,  where  he  continued  the  practice 
of  his  profession  until  his  death  about  two 
years  ago.  Mr.  Hanscom  was  a  man  of  fine 
appearance,  genial,  persistent,  generous,  ever 
honorable  and  courteous  in  his  association 
with  others,  and  able  and  brilliant  in  the  care 
of  his  client's  business.  In  his  new  home  he 
was  long  associated  in  his  practice  with  some 
of  the  most  able  and  brilliant  minds  of  the 
legal  profession  in  the  Upper  Peninsula. 

Macomb  County  can  well  be  proud  of  its 
representatives  in  th6  legal  profession  in  the 
past  and  the  members  of  the  present  bar  have 
before  it  an  inspiring  example  in  the  record 
of  their  predecessors  for  energy,  ability  and 
faithfulness.  If  they  desire  to  maintain  the 
standard,  it  well  behooves  them  to  put  forth 
their  best  efforts. 

The  present  bar  of  Macomb  County  is  made 
up  of  the  following  members:  George  M. 
Crocker,  Silas  B.  Spier,  Martin  Crocker,  O.  C. 
Lungerhausen,  Byron  R.  Erskine,  Robert  F. 
Eldredge,  Seth  W.  Knight,  John  A.  Weeks, 
Franz  C.  Kuhn,  Varnum  J.  Bowers,  Wm.  S. 
Jenney,  Neil  E.  Reid,  Winent  II.  D.  Fox,  Al- 
fred J.  Parker,  Frederick  C.  Miller,  F.  J. 
Hole,  Wm.  J.  Dusse,  Wm.  T.  Kelly,  Edward 
A.  Sumner,  Wm.  F.  Sawn,  Clarence  II.  Nun- 
neley,  Allen  W.  Kent,  Charles  II.  Hummer- 
ich,  Bert  V.  Nunneley  and  Wm.  T.  Cross,  of 
Mt.  Clemens ;  Dwight  N.  Lowell,  J.  L.  Stark- 
weather,   W.    T.    Starkweather,    Charles    C. 
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Thorington,  Lafayette  H.  Bates,  Wm.  T.  Hos- 
ner,  Henry  J.  McKay,  of  Romeo;  0.  S.  Bur- 
gess, W.  S.  Stone,  of  Richmond;  Bert  C. 
Preston,  and  Lynn  M.  Johnson,  of  Armada; 
George  E.  Eckert,  of  Mica ;  Floyd  E.  An- 
drews, of  New  Baltimore,  and  Abraham  L. 
Cook,  of  Roseville. 


CONCLUSION. 

When  the  writer  undertook  the  task  of  com- 
piling a  history  of  our  fair  county,  he  had  lit- 
tle conception  of  the  wealth  of  material  avail- 
able, of  the  number  of  subjects  properly  to  be 
included  in  the  work,  nor  the  amount  of  space 
that  would  be  consumed  by  the  various  sub- 
jects handled.  Circumstances  beyond  his  con- 
trol have  necessitated  the  forwarding  to  the 
publishers  portions  of  work  before  much  of 
the  other  portions  was  written.  As  an  unfor- 
tunate result,  some  phases  of  the  county's 
growth  have  been  treated  more  at  length  than 
others  of  equal  or  greater  importance — it  be- 
ing impossible  under  such  circumstances  prop- 
erly to  balance  the  work.  Some  of  the  chapters 
written  latest  (not  necessarily  the  last  chap- 
ters) have  been  unduly  condensed,  and  many 
topics  left  unmentioned.     Some  chapters  that 


had  been  contemplated  could  not  be  prepared 
at  all.  One,  the  omission  of  which  the  writer 
much  regrets,  was  on  the  military  work  of  Ma- 
comb county's  sons.  But  the  old  history  of 
the  county  contains  a  large  amount  of  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  (and  where  necessary  to 
shorten  the  writer  has  tried  to  select  those 
subjects  where  other  material  was  readily  ac- 
cessible) that  is  more  accurate  than  would  be 
contained  in  another  account  hastily  pre- 
pared, and  "Michigan  in  the  War"  is  of 
course  a  storehouse  of  reliable  knowledge.  Yet 
it  would  have  been  more  pleasing  to  have  in- 
cluded here  a  suitable  tribute  to  the  work  and 
patriotism  of  those  who  sacrificed  their  time, 
their  health  and  too  often  their  very  lives 
that  our  country  might  remain  one  nation,  or 
later  that  the  struggling  Cubans  might  attain 
the  freedom  our  forefathers  purchased  by  like 
sufferings  a  century  and  a  quarter  ago. 

For  any  who  feel  impelled  to  carry  the 
study  of  our  local  history  further  there  is 
open  a  rich  field  of  most  interesting  work,  and 
any  such  the  writer  would  gladly  welcome  and 
aid  by  suggestions.  Bespeaking  for  his  work 
the  charity  of  the  readers,  the  writer  leaves 
the  work  with  the  hope  that  Macomb  County's 
future  may  exceed  in  glorious  progress  even 
its  past. 
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PAST    AND    PEESENT    OF   MACOMB    COUNTY 


Miller,    Charles    A 85 

Miller,  Albert 254 

Miller,   Dr.    E.J 392 

Miller,   F.   C 66 

Miller,  Frederick  C 295 

Miller,     F.     J 477 

Miller,   George   F 247 

Miller,    John    C 225 

Miller,  John  D 234 

Miller,   N.   L 11 

Miller,    W.    II 91 

Millett,   A.    E 299 

Milton,    Alfred    A 263 

Milton,    Ford    L 242 

Moross,    V.    A 192 

Murthum,     William 294 

Nank,  William  F 230 

Nellis,    Frank    E 393 

Newberry,  Mrs.  Rebecca  A 334 

Nichols,    George    II 31 

Nims,  George  R 219 

Norton,  William   II 325 

Nye,   Burton 372 

Odion,   R.   F 432 

Orbits,    Herman    IT 373 

Paine,    Benjamin 128 

Pallister,    George 3f>9 

Parisot,    Dr.    A.    A 506 

Parker,  Alfred   J 59 

Parker,    Frank 380 

Paya.    Edward 235 

Pettibone,     Edward 459 

Phelps,  Charles   L 316 

Phillips,   George   W 236 

Pingel,  Julius 98 

Posner,   Robert 77 

Pratt,    Henry 468 

Preston,  Bert  C 419 

Preussel,   Frank   W 159 

Preussel,     James 290 

Provost,    Francis 490 

Price,    N.    M 151 

Price,  S.  C 380 

Procter,    C.     S 264 

Procter,    Luther Ill 

Randall,    Arthur   F 491 

Randall,    Felix 413 

Randall,    Robert    A 489 

Rapelje,    I).    L 215 

Rector,  Homer  T 22:> 

Reid,  T.  B 284 


Rein,    August 67 

Reinecke,  A.  F 2  4  6 

Remington,    R.    J 394 

Rickert,    Joseph 239 

Rivard,  A.    M 496 

Roberson,  Dr.   George  G 443 

Rolls,  Capt.   William 105 

Rowley,    George  B 184 

Russell,    Rev.    John ,'500 

Russell,  Spencer  B 3(>0 

Uyman,  Joseph 202 

St.     John,     J.     II 350 

Sachs,     Martin 349 

Salisbury,     E.   J lr>8 

Sanderson,  E.  R 208 

Savage,    Mrs.    S.    A 207 

Sawn,    William    F 405 

Schanck,   Charles 3(50 

Schmidt,     Fred     W 40(5 

Sclmoor,   M.    C 33 

Schoonover,     Frank     1 125 

Schott,    Fred    B 529 

Schwanebeck,  Charles  F 397 

Scott,    Dr.    II.    L 520 

Scott,    Sydenham 300 

Scott,    Thomas 352 

See,    Gotfried 399 

Seibert,    Anthony 408 

Shumaker,    Louis 343 

Sikes,  A.    J 529 

Simon,     Ludwig 475 

Skillman,    Martin    L 340 

Skinner,    George    A 495 

Slating.    Herman    J 437 

Smith,  Merton  B 51(5 

Smith,     William    C 91 

Snook,    John    R 1 74 

Spaller,    John    M 100 

Spier.    Silas    B 540 

Starkweather,    J.     L 539 

Steffens,    Charles 351 

Steffens,    George    W 402 

Stephens,    Henry 112 

Stewart.    Mrs.    Kate    S 240 

Stone  Brothers 309 

Stone,  J.  C 391 

Stone,     S.     A 180 

Stone,   Warren   S 400 

Stump.    S.    1 318 

Sutherland,    Hugh 44(5 


Sutherland,    William    11 283 

Sutton,   Elmer   V 478 

Switzer,    John    W 272 

Switzer,  Ward  W 170 

Taylor,    Dr.    II.    F 47 

Teats,  Arthur 210 

Thompson,    O.    I) no 

Thorington,  C.   C 410 

Thorington,    C.    W 38(5 

Tincknell,  George 378 

Tinsman,    W.     II 50 

Tomlinson,    William    F 71 

Touscany,    Frank    X 100 

Townsend,    George 528 

Tucker,    Calhoun 535 

'Pucker,  Judge  J.  G 540 

Ullrich,    Charles 17N 

Ullrich,  It.  C 172 

Van  Damme,  Theophilus 103 

Van  Eps,  A.  E  .  .  . 14(5 

Volkening,     Charles     F 3(52 

von   Boeselager,    August 258 

Vosburg,   Hiram 12/ 

Wales,     Earl     W 245 

Walker,    Judge   D.    C 540 

Warner,     Riley 203 

Warren,  Dr.  A.  J 11 

Waterloo,   Dr.   Eldou 210 

Webb,  Richard  T.  W 71 

Weeks,     Edgar 2.> 

Welch.    W.    II 43S 

Weller,    Joseph     101 

Wells.  II.  A.  . 10(5 

Westendorf,  John   II 100 

Weter,  James  E <5<5 

White,   Dr.   James  G 497 

Whitnev.     S.    II 508 

Wiley,   Dr.    II.    II 401 

Williams,    Isaac 177 

Wilson.  John  II 481 

Wilson,     Dr.     L.     II 35(5 

Winkler.    Charles    A 505 

Woleott,  F.  B 418 

Wolf,    John    A.,     Sr 522 

Wolf,    Louis    F 189 

Wolff.    Ferdinand 195 

Wood,    Samuel     28S 

Wright.    Frank   W 388 

Yates,    Dr.    Albert 134 
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